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FRIDAY,  30th  MAY,  1794. 


(Mb.  Bukke.) 

Mt  Lords, — On  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of  this  court, 
len  I  had  the  honour  of  appearing  before  you  by  the  order 
my  fellow-managers,  1  stated  to  you  their  obaervatiouB  and 
my  own  upon  two  great  points ;  one  the  demeanour  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  during  nis  trial,  and  the  other  the  princi- 
ples of  his  defence.     I  compared  that  demeanour  with  the 
pehaTiour  of  some  of  the  greatest  men  io  thia  kingdom,  who 
m  account  of  their  offences,  been  brought  to  your  bar, 
id  who  have  seldom  escaped  your  lordships'  justice.     I  put 
le  decency,  humility,  and  propriety  of  the  most  distinguished 
"   '    behaviour  iu  contrast  with  the  Bhamelesa  efiroutery  of 
thia  prisoner,  who  has  presumptuously  made  a  recriminatory 
charge  against  the  House  of  Commons,  and  answered  their 
impeachment  by  a  coimter-impeachment,  explicitly  accTising 
(hem  of  malice,  oppression,  and  the  blackest  ingratitude. 
Mv  lords,  I  next  stated  that  this  recriminatory  charge  con- 
ed  of  two  distinct  parts,  injustice  and  delay.     To  the  iu- 
ice  we  are  to  answer,  by  the  nature  and  proof  of  the 
largea  which  we  have  brought  before  you  ;  and  to  the  de- 
lay, my  lords,  we  have  answered  in  another  place.     Into  one 
of  the  conBequenees  of  the  delay,  the  ruinous  espense  whicb 
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tlie  priHoner  complainB  of,  we  have  desired  your  lordships 
make  an.  inquiry,  and  have  referred  jou  to  facts  and  wit- 
nessea,  which  will  remove  this  part  of  the  charge. 

With  regard  to  ingratitude,  there  will  be  a  proper  time  for 
animadversion  on  this  charge.  For  in  conaidering  the  merits 
that  are  intended  to  be  eet  off  against  his  crimee,  we  shall 
have  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  those  merits,  and  to  as- 
certain how  far  they  are  to  operate,  either  aa  the  prisoner 
designs  they  shall  operate  in  hia  favour,  as  presumptive 
proofs  tliat  a  man  of  such  merita  could  not  be  giulty  of  such 
crimes,  or  aa  a  sort  of  set-off  to  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of 
his  offenees.  In  both  of  these  lights  we  shall  consider  his 
services,  and  in  this  consideration  we  shaU  detennine  the 
justice  of  his  charge  of  ingratitude. 

My  lords,  we  have  brought  the  demeanour  of  the  prisoner 
before  you  for  another  reason.  We  are  desirous  that  your 
lordahipa  may  be  enabled  to  eatimate,  from  the  proud  pre- 
sumption and  audacity  of  the  criminal  at  your  bar,  when  he 
stands  before  tlie  moat  awful  tribunal  in  the  world,  accused 
by  a  body  representing  no  less  than  the  sacred  voice  of  hia 
countrr — what  he  must  have  been  when  placed  in  the  seat 
of  pride  and  power.  What  must  have  been  the  inaolenee 
of  that  man  towards  the  natives  of  India,  who,  when  called 
here  to  answer  for  enormous  crimes,  presumes  to  behave,  not 
with  the  firmness  of  innocence,  bnt  with  the  audacity  and 
hardness  of  guUt  ? 

It  may  be  necessary  that  I  should  recoil  to  your  lordships' 
recollection  the  principles  of  the  accusation  and  of  the  de- 
fence. Yonr  lordships  will  bear  in  niind,  that  the  matters 
of  fact  are  all  either  settled  by  confession  or  conviction,  and 
that  the  question  now  before  you  is  no  longer  an  issue  of 
fact,  but  an  issue  of  law.  The  question  is,  what  degree  of 
merit  or  demerit  you  are  to  assign  by  law  to  actions  which 
have  been  laid  before  you,  and  their  truth  acknowledged. 
The  principle  being  established,  that  you  are  to  decide  upon 
an  issue  at  law,  we  examined  by  what  law  the  prisoner  ought 
to  be  tried  ;  and  we  preferred  a  claim  which  ws  do  now  so- 
lenmly  prefer,  and  which  we  trust  your  lordships  wiU  concur 
with  us  in  a  Laudable  emulation  to  establish ;  a  claim  founded 
upon  the  great  truths,  that  all  power  is  limited  by  law,  and 
'ht  to  be  guided  by  discretion  and  not  by  arbitrary  wiU  : 


Vaebes  habtinsb,  esq. 


tt  all  discretion  must  be  referred  to  the  conservation  and 
mefit  of  those  over  whom  power  is  eserciHed;  and  therefore 

t  be  guided  by  rules  of  fsound  politicid  morality. 
"We  next  contended,  that,  wherever  existing  laws  were 
applicable,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  was  bound  by  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  as  a  British  subject ;  and  that, 
whenerer  lie  esereiaed  authority  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
pany, or  in  the  name  of  hia  Majesty,  or  under  any  other 
name,  he  was  bound  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  king- 
dom, both  in  letter  and  spirit,  bo  far  as  they  were  applica- 
ble to  him  and  to  hia  caae ;  and  above  all,  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  act  to  which  he  owed  his  appointment,  in  all 
transactionB  with  foreign  powers,  to  act  according  to  the 
'mown  recognised  rules  of  the  law  of  nations ;  whether 

bese  powers  were  really  or  nominally  soTereign,  whether 
fcey  were  dependent  or  independent, 
1  The  next  point  which  we  established,  and  which  we  now 

'■''1  to  your  lordships'  recollection,  is,  that  he  was  bound  to 
iceed  according  to  the  laws,  rights,  laudable   customs, 

■rivileges,  and  Iranchiaea  of  the  country  that  he  governed;  and 
e  contended  that  to  such  laws,  rights,  privileges,  and  fran 

.jisea,  the  people  of  the  country  had  a  clear  and  just  claim. 

[  Having  established  these  points  as  the  basis  of  Mr.  Hast- 
gs'a  general  power,  we  contended  that  he  was  obhged  by 
^^  nature  of  hia  relation,  as  a  servant  to  the  Company,  to  be 
Obedient  to  their  orders  at  all  times  ;  and  particularly  where 
he  had  entered  into  special  covenants  regardmg  special  articles 
of  obedience.  These  are  the  princijiles  by  which  we  have 
examined  the  conduct  of  this  man,  and  upon  which  we  have 
brought  him  to  your  lordsbipa'  bar  for  judgment.  This  is 
our  table  of  the  law.  Tour  lordsbipa  ahall  now  be  shown 
ihe  table  by  which  he  claims  to  be  judged ;  but  I  will  first 
beg  your  lordshipB  to  take  "notice  of  the  utter  contempt 
with  which  he  treats  all  our  acts  of  parliament.  Speaking 
of  the  absolute  sovereignty  which  he  would  have  you  be- 
liere  is  exercised  by  the  princes  of  India,  he  says,  "  The 
aoverpignty  which  they  assumed,  it  fell  to  my  lot  very  un- 
expectedly to  exert,  and  whetlier  or  not  aueh  power  or 
powers  of  that  nature  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  pro- 
visiona  of  any  act  of  parliament,  I  confess  myself  too  little 
^jpf  a  lawyer  to  pronounce,"  and  ao  on.     This  is  the 

i : 
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in  wliicb  he  treaU  ai:  act  of  parliameat  ^.     la  the  place  of 

actAofparliaiiietit  he  subBtituteahiaoKTt  arbitrary  ^L  Tliia 
be  eontendfi  ie  the  sole  law  of  the  country  be  governed,  aa 
laid  dovD  in  what  he  calls  the  ai-bibary  uigtitut«8  of  Ghingea 
Khka  and  Tama-lane.  Thia  arbitrarr  will  he  ciaiitiH,  to  the 
exclmnon  of  the  Gtentoo  law,  the  Mahomedan  law.  and  the  law 
of  hu  own  country.  He  claima  the  right  of  maVing  bis  own 
will  the  eole  rule  of  his  government,  and  justifieE  the  eierdse 
of  thia  power  by  the  esampleB  of  Alivenfi  Khan,  Coaaim  AJi 
Kh&n,  Sujah  Dowlah  Khan,  and  all  those  Ebans  who  have 
rebelled  against  their  masters,  and  desolated  the  countries  sub- 

C'  ed  to  their  rule.     This,  my  lords,  is  the  law  which  he  has 
down  for  hjmBelf,  and  these  are  the  eiamplea  which  he  jj , 
has  eipresely  told  the  House  of  Commons  he  ja  resolved  to  V 
fellow.     These  examples,  my  lords,  and  the  prmciples  with 
which  they  are  connected,  without  any  softening  or  mitiga-       ' 
tion,  he  has  prescribed  to  you  as  the  rule  by  which  hia  con- 
duct is  to  be  judged. 

Another  principle  of  the  prisoner  is,  that  whenever  the 
Company's  aSairs  are  in  distress,  even  when  that  distress  pro- 
ceeds trom  his  own  prodigality,  mismanagement,  or  camiption, 
he  has  a  right  to  take  for  the  Company's  benefit  privately  in 
his  own  name,  with  the  future  application  of  it  to  their  use  , 
reserved  in  hie  own  breast,  every  land  of  bribe  or  corrupt  pro- 
se Dt  whatever. 

I  have  now  restated  to  your  lordships  the  maxims  by 
which  the  prisoner  persists  in  defending  him  self,  and  the  prin- 
ciples  upon  which  we  claim  to  have  him  judged.  The  issue 
bdbro  your  lordships  )b  a  hundred  times  more  important  than 
the  cause  itself,  for  it  is  to  determine  by  what  law  or  maxims 
of  law  the  coaduct  of  governors  ia  to  he  judged. 

On  one  side,  your  lordships  have  the  prisoner  declaring  that 
the  people  have  no  laws,  no  rights,  no  us^es,  no  distinctiona 
of  rank,  ao  sense  of  honour,  no  property  ;  in  short,  that  they 
are  nothing  but  a  herd  of  slaves  to  he  governed  by  the  arbi- 
trary will  of  a  master.  On  the  other  side,  we  assert  that  the 
direct  contrary  of  this  ia  true.  And  to  prove  our  assertion 
we  have  referred  you  to  the  Inatitutea  of  Ghinges  Ehin  and 
of  Tamerlane  :  we  have  referred  you  to  the  Mahomedan  law, 
which  is  buiding  upon  all,  from  the  crowned  bead  to  the 
t  Bubject ;   a  law  interwoven  with  a  system  of  the 
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Wisest,  the  must  learned,  acd  most  enlightened  jurisprudence 
that  perhaps  ever  existed  in  the  world.  "We  huve  Bhown  jou, 
that  if  these  parties  are  to  he  compared  together,  it  is  not 
the  rights  of  the  people  which  are  nothing,  but  rather  the 
rights  of  the  soyereign  which  are  so.  The  righta  of  the 
people  are  everything,  as  they  ought  to  he  in  the  true  and 
natural  order  of  things.  Ood  forbid  that  these  maxims 
should  trench  upon  sovereignty,  and  its  true,  just,  and  lawfiil 
prerogatiTe ;  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  support  and  estah- 
Bgh  them.  The  sovereign's  righta  are  undoubtedly  sacred 
rights,  and  ought  to  be  ao  held  in  every  country  in  the 
world ;  because  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
in  subordination  to  that  great  end  for  which  alone  God  haa 
Tested  power  in  any  man  or  any  set  of  men.  This  is  the 
law  that  we  insist  upon,  and  these  are  the  principles  upon 
which  your  lordships  are  to  try  the  prisoner  at  your  bar. 

Let  me  remind  your  lordships  that  these  people  lived  under 
the  lawB  to  which  I  have  referred  you,  and  that  these  laws  were 
formed  whilst  we,  I  may  say,  were  in  the  forest ;  certainly 
before  we  knew  what  technical  jurisprudence  was.  These 
Iftwa  are  allowed  to  be  the  basis  and  substratum  of  the  man- 
ners, customs,  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  India;  and  we 
contend  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  bound  to  know  them  and  to  act 
by  them ;  and  I  shall  prove  that  the  very  condition  upon 
which  he  received  power  in  India  was  to  protect  the  people 
in  their  laws  and  known  rights.  But  whether  Mr.  Eastings 
did  know  these  laws,  or  whether,  content  with  credit  gained 
by  as  base  a  fraud  as  was  ever  practised,  be  did  not  read  the 
books  which  Nobkissin  paid  for,  we  take  the  benefit  of 
them ;  we  know  and  speak  after  knowledge  of  them.  And 
although  I  believe  his  counsel  have  never  read  them,  I 
ahould  be  sorry  to  stand  in  this  place,  if  there  was  one  word 
and  tittle  in  these  books  that  I  had  not  read  over. 

"We  therefore  come  here  and  declare  to  you  that  he  is  not 
borne  out  by  these  institutes,  either  in  their  general  spirit  or 
in  any  particular  passage  to  which  he  has  had  the  impudence  to 
app^  in  the  assumption  of  the  arbitrary  power  which  he 
baa  exercised.  We  claim  that,  as  our  own  government  and 
every  person  exercising  authority  in  Great  Britain  is  bound 
by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  so  every  person  exercising  au- 
thority in  another  country  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
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that  coimtry;  since  otLerwiae  they  break  the  very  cove- 
nant by  which  we  hold  our  power  there.  Even  if  theea 
iastitutes  had  been  arbitrary,  which  they  are  Dot,  they  might 
have  been  excused  as  the  acta  of  couquerora.  But,mylomB, 
lie  is  no  conqueror,  nor  anything  but  what  you  see  nim  j  a 
bad  aeribbler  of  absurd  papers,  in  which  he  can  put  no  two 
sentences  together  without  contradiction.  We  know  hira 
in  no  other  character  than  that  of  having  been  a  bullock  con- 
tractor for  some  years ;  of  baring  acted  fraudulently  in  that 
capacity,  and  anerwards  giving  fraudulent  contracts  to 
otherH ;  and  yet  I  will  maintain  that  the  first  conquerors  of 
the  world  would  have  been  base  and  abandoned  if  they  had 
assumed  such  a  right  as  be  dares  to  claim.  It  is  the  glory 
of  all  such  great  men  to  have  for  their  motto,  Pareere  sub- 
jeetit  el  debellare  stiperboe.  These  were  men  that  said  they 
would  recompense  the  countries  which  they  had  obtained 
through  torrents  of  blood,  through  carnage  and  riolence,  by 
the  justice  of  their  institutions,  the  mildness  of  their  laws, 
and  the  equity  of  their  government.  Even  if  these  con- 
querors had  promulgated  arbitrary  institutes,  instead  of  dis- 
claiming them  in  every  point,  you,  my  lords,  would  never 
suffer  such  principles  of  defence  to  be  urged  here  ;  still  leas 
will  you  suffer  the  eiamplea  of  men  acting  by  violence,  of 
men  acting  by  wrong, — the  example  of  a  man  who  baa 
become  a  rebel  to  his  sovereign  in  order  that  be  should  be- 
come the  tyrant  of  his  people,  to  be  examples  for  a  British 
governor,  or  for  any  governor.  We  here  confidently  protest 
against  this  mode  of  justification,  and  we  maintain  that  his 
pretending  to  follow  these  examples  is  in  itself  a  crime ; 
the  prisoner  has  ransacked  all  Asia  for  principles  of  despots 
iam ;  he  haa  ransacked  all  the  bad  and  corrupted  pm-t  of  it 
for  tvrannical  examples  to  justify  himself;  and  certainly  in 
no  other  way  can  he  be  iuatified. 

Having  established  the  Msebood  of  the  first  principle  of 
the  prisoner's  defence,  that  sovereignty,  wherever  it  exists 
in  India,  impUes  in  its  nature  and  essence  a  power  of  exact- 
ing anything  from  the  subject,  and  disposing  of  bis  person 
ana  property, — we  now  come  to  his  second  assertion,  that  jj 
he  VEHS  the  true,  full,  and  perfect  representative  of  that  sove-  ^ 
Til  Hi  a, 

this  assertion  we  firet  do  positively  den; 
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bat  lie  ortlie  Company  are  the  perfect  repreBentative  of  any 
lorereign  power  whatever.  They  have  certain  rights  by 
tielr  charter  and  by  acta  of  parliament,  but  they  have  no 
'her.  They  have  their  legal  rights  onjj,  and  these  do  not 
iply  any  such  thing  as  sovereign  power.  The  sovereignty  of 
Sreat  Britain  is  In  the  king  ;  he  is  the  sovereign  of  the  Lords 
tod  the  sovereign  of  the  Commons,  individually  and  collei'- 
(ively ;  and  as  he  has  his  prerogative  CBtablished  by  Ian',  he 
Jnuet  eiereise  it,  and  all  persons  claiming  and  deriving  under 
lim,  whether  by  act  of  parliament,  whether  by  charter  of  (he 
Brown,  Of  by  any  other  mode  whatever,  all  are  alike  bound 
by  law,  and  responsible  to  it.  No  one  can  assume  or  receive 
•ny  power  of  sovereignty,  because  the  sovereignty  is  in  the 
WOWB,  and  cannot  be  delegated  away  from  the  crown ;  no  suih 
deleg^on  ever  took  place,  or  ever  was  intended  ;  as  any  one 
may  see  in  the  act  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  nominated 
governor.  He  cannot,  therefore,  exercise  that  high  supreme 
Bovereignty,  which  is  vested  by  the  law,  with  the  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  parliament,  in  the  king,  and  in  the  king  only. 
It  is  a  violent,  rebeHioua  assumption  of  power,  when  Mr, 
Haetings  pretends  fully,  perfectly,  and  enturly  to  represent 
the  sovereign  of  this  country,  and  to  exercise  legislative, 
ezecutive,  and  judicial  authorit;r  with  as  large  and  broad  a 
■Bway  as  his  llajesty,  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  two 
'louses  of  parliament,  and  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom. I  say,  my  lords,  this  is  a  traitorous  and  rebellious  as- 
nunption  which  he  haa  no  right  to  make,  and  which  we 
i^iarge  against  him,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  urged  in  jus- 
tification of  his  conduct  in  any  respect. 
'  He  next  alleges,  with  reference  to  one  particular  ease,  that 
lie  received  this  sovereignty  from  the  Vizier  Sujah  Dowlah, 
*rho,  he  pretends,  was  sovereign,  with  an  unlimited  power 
Bver  the  life,  good^,  and  property  of  Cheit  Sing.  This  we 
Boflitively  deny,  Whatever  power  the  supreme  sovereign  of 
ihe  empire  had,  we  deny  that  it  was  delegated  to  Sujah 
Dowlah.  He  never  was  in  possession  of  it.  He  was  n 
Tizier  of  the  empire ;  he  had  a  grant  of  certain  lands  for  the 
support  of  that  dignity,  and  we  refer  you  to  the  institutes  of 
^mour,  to  the  institutes  of  Akbar,  to  the  institutes  of  the 
Mahomedan  law,  for  the  powers  of  delegated  governors  and 
'eeroys.     Ton  will  find  that  there  ia  not  a  trace  of  Bove- 
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ruignty  in  them ;  but  that  they  are,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pose!, mere  aubjecta  ;  and  coneequently,  as  Sujab  Dowlah  had 
not  these  powers,  be  could  not  transfer  tbem  to  the  India 
Company.  His  master,  the  Mogul  emperor,  had  them  not. 
I  defy  any  man  to  ehow  an  instance  of  that  emperor's  claim- 
ing any  such  thing  as  arbitrary  power  ;  much  less  can  it  be 
claimed  by  a  rebellious  viceroy  who  had  broken  loose  from 
his  sovereign's  aiithority,  just  as  this  man  broke  loose  from 
the  authority  of  parliament.  The  one  had  not  a  right  to 
give,  nor  the  other  to  receive,  such  powers ;  but  whatever 
rights  were  veBted  in  the  Mogul,  they  cannot  belong  either 
to  Sujah  Dowlah,  to  Mr.  Hastmgs,  or  to  the  Company.  These 
latter  are  expreaaly  bound  by  their  compact  to  take  care  of 
the  subjects  of  the  empire,  and  to  govern  them  according  to 
law,  reason,  and  equity ;  and  when  they  do  otherwise,  they 
are  guilty  of  tyranny,  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  rebellion  against  their  sovereign. 

We  have  taken  these  paina  to  aacertain  and  fii  principles, 
because  your  lordships  are  not  called  upon  to  judge  of  facts. 
A  jury  may  find  facts,  but  no  jury  can  form  a  judgment  of 
law;  it  is  an  application  of  the  law  to  the  fact  that  makes 
the  act  criminal  or  laudable.  You  must  find  a  fixed  stand- 
ard of  some  kind  or  other ;  for  if  there  is  do  atandard  but 
the  immediate  momentary  purpose  of  the  day,  guided  and 
governed  by  the  man  who  usea  it,  fixed  not  only  tor  the  dia- 
poaition  of  all  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  state,  but  for 
the  life,  fortune,  and  property  of  every  individual,  your  lord- 
ships are  left  without  a  principle  to  direct  your  judgment. 
This  high  court — this  supreme  court  of  appeal  from  all  the 
courts  of  the  kingdom — this  highest  court  of  criminal  juria- 
dietion,  eiercised  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Houae  of  Com- 
mons, if  left  without  a  rule,  would  be  as  lawless  as  the  wild 
savage,  and  as  unprincipled  aa  the  prisoner  that  stands  at 
your  bar.  Our  whole  issue  is  upon  principlea,  and  what  I 
shall  say  to  you  will  be  in  perpetual  reference  to  them,  be- 
cause it  is  better  to  have  no  principles  at  all  than  to  have 
false  principles  of  government  and  of  morality.  Leave  a 
man  to  his  passions,  and  you  leave  a  wild  beast  to  a  savage 
and  caprieiaua  nature.  A  wild  beast  indeed,  when  its  stom- 
ach is  full,  will  caresB  you,  and  may  lick  your  hands  ;  in  like 
:,  when  a  tyrant  ia  pleased,  orhia  passion  satiated,  yoi* 
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^V  may  have  a  happy  and  serene  day  imderaii  arbitmrj  goTem- 
V  Inent.  But  wuen  the  principle  founded  on  solid  reason, 
vhioh  ought  to  restrain  paaaion,  ie  perverted  from  ita  proper 
end,  the  lalae  principle  will  be  Bubstituted  lor  it,  and  then 
man  becomes  ten  times  vrorse  than  a  wild  beast.  The  evil 
principle,  grown  Holid  and  perennial,  goads  him  on  and  takes 
entire  poGseesion  of  hie  mind ;  and  then  perhaps  tbe  beat 
re^ige  tbat  you  can  have  from  that  diabolit^l  prmciple  ia  in 
tbe  natural  wild  passions  and  unbridled  appetite*  of  mankind. 
This  is  a  dreadiul  state  of  things ;  and  therefore  we  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  aay  a  great  deal  upon  bia  principles. 
My  lords,  we  come  next  to  apply  these  principles  to  fatts 
nhicD  cannot  otherwise  be  judged,  as  we  have  contended  and 
do  now  contend.  I  will  not  go  over  iacts  which  have  been 
opened  to  you  by  my  feflow-managera  :  if  I  did  so,  I  should 
appear  to  have  a  distrust,  which  I  am  sure  no  other  man  has, 
of  the  greatest  abilities  displayed  in  the  greatest  of  all  causes. 
I  should  be  guilty  of  a  presumption  which  I  hope  I  shall  not 
dream  of,  but  leave  to  those  who  exercise  arbitrary  power, 
in  supposing  that  I  could  go  over  the  ground  wnich  my  j^ 
fellow-managers  hare  onpe  t^deu,  and  make  anything  more  o  .^ 
clear  and  forcible  than  tbey  have  done.  In  my  bumble 
opision,  human  ability  cannot  go  further  than  they  have 
gone :  and  if  I  ever  allude  to  anything  which  they  have  already 
touched,  it  will  be  to  show  it  in  another  light ; — to  mart 
more  particularly  its  departure  irom  the  principles  upon 
nhicb  we  contend  you  ought  to  ^udge ;  or  to  supply  those 
parts  which  through  bodily  infirmity,  and  I  am  sure  nothing 
else,  one  of  my  excellent  fellow-managers  has  left  untouched. 
"*  un  here  alluding  to  tbe  case  of  Cheit  Sing. 

My  honourable  fellow-manager,  Mr.  Grey,  has  stated  to  you 
all  the  circumstances  requisite  to  prove  two  things :  — First, 
tiiat  the  demands  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  upon  Cheit  Siiig 
were  contrary  to  fundamental  treaties  between  the  Company 
and  that  Eajah ; — and  nest,  tbat  they  were  the  result  and  efi'ecl 
of  private  malice  and  corruption.  This  having  been  stated  and 
poved  to  yon,  I  shall  take  up  the  subject  where  it  was  left. 
My  lords,  in  the  first  place  I  have  to  remark  to  you,  ihut 
the  whole  of  the  charge  originally  brought  by  Mr,  HastiugB 
against  Cheit  Sing,  in  justification  of  his  wicked  and  tyran- 
nical proceedings,  ia,  that  he  had  been   dilatory, 
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shuffling,  and  unn'illiTig  to  pav  tliat  wliicb,  however  unwillijig-, 
evasive,  and  shuffling,  he  did  pay.  And  that  with  regard  to 
the  husinesa  of  fiirnishiug  cavalry,  the  Kajah  has  asserted,  and 
his  aHSertion  has  not  been  denied,  that  when  he  was  desired 
by  the  council  to  furnish  these  troopers,  the  purpose  for 
which  this  application  was  made  was  not  mentioned  or 
alluded  to,  nor  was  there  any  place  of  muater  pointed  out. 
"We  tberefore  contended  that  the  demand  was  not  made  for 
theaerViceofthe  state,  but  for  the  oppression  of  the  individual 
that  suffered  by  it. 

But  admitting  the  Eajah  to  have  been  guilty  of  delay  and 
unwillingness,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  oftence  ?  If  you 
strip  it  of  the  epithets  by  which  it  has  been  disguised,  it 
merely  amounts  to  an  unwillingness  in  the  Kajah  to  pay 
more  than  the  sums  stipulated  by  the  mutual  agreement  exists 
ing  between  him  and  the  Company.  This  is  the  whole  of  it; 
the  whole  front  and  head  of  the  ofl'ence ;  and  for  this  offence, 
such  as  it  is,  and  admitting  that  he  could  be  legally  fined  for 
it,  he  was  subjected  to  the  secret  punishment  of  giving  a  bribe 
to  Mr,  Hastings,  by  which  ho  was  tn  buy  off  the  fine,  and 
which  was  consequently  a  commutation  for  it. 

That  your  lordships  may  be  enabled  to  judge  more  fully 
of  the  nature  of  this  offence,  let  us  see  in  what  relation  Cheit 
Sing  stood  with  the  Company.  He  was,  my  lords,  a  person 
clothed  with  every  one  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  under 
a  direct  stipulation  that  the  Company  should  not  interfere 
in  Ilia  internal  government.  The  miUtary  and  civil  authority, 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  the  whole  revenue,  and  the  whole 
administration  of  the  law,  rested  in  him.  t^uch  was  the 
sovereignty  he  possessed  within  Bewares ;  but  he  was  a  sub- 
ordinate sovereign,  dependent  upon  a  superior,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  bis  compact,  erpressed  or  implied.  Kow  having 
contended,  as  we  stili  contend,  that  the  law  of  nations  is  the 
law  of  India  as  well  as  of  Europe,  because  it  is  the  law  of 
reason  and  the  law  of  nature,  drawn  from  the  pure  sources  of 
morality,  of  public  good,  and  of  natural  equity,  and  recognised 
and  digested  into  order  by  the  labour  of  learned  men,  I  will 
refer  your  lordships  to  Vatte!,  book  1,  cap.  16,  whore  he  treats 
of  the  breach  of  such  agreements,  by  the  protector  refusing 
to  give  protection,  or  the  protected  refusing  to  perform  his 
i"H  of  tne  engagement.     My  design,  in  referring  you  to  this 
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Ijnthor,  ia  to  prove  that  Cbeit  Sing,  so  far  from  being  blflm- 
Mle  in  raieiog  objections  to  the  unauthorized  demand  made 
^on  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  was  absolutely  bound  to  do  so, 
not  could  he  have  done  otherwise,  without  hozurding  the 
whole  benefit  of  the  agreement  upon  which  hia  subjection  and 

C taction  were  founded.  The  law  is  the  same  with  respect  to 
h  coDtnictiiig  parties ;  if  the  protected  or  protector  does  not 
fiilSl  with  fidelity  each  Aw  separate  iHpulaUon,  the  protecteil 
may  resist  the  unauthorized  demand  of  the  protector,  or  the 
protector  ia  discharged  from  liis  engagement ;  he  may  refuse 
protection,  and  declare  the  treaty  broken. 

"We  contend  in  favour  of  Cheit  Sing,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  natural  equity  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  is 
the  birthright  of  us  all, — we  coDteud,  I  aay,  that  Cheit  8in^ 
would  have  established,  in  the  opinions  of  the  best  writers 
on  the  law  of  nations,  a  precedent  against  himself  for  any 
future  Tiolation  of  the  engagement,  if  he  submitted,  to  any 
new  demand,  without  what  our  laws  call  a  continual  claim 
or  perpetual  remonstrance  against  the  imposition.  Instead, 
th^%fore,  of  doing  that  which  was  criminal,  he  did  that 
which  hia  safety  and  hia  duty  bound  him  to  do,  and  for  doing 
tbia  be  was  considered  by  Mr,  HastlugB  as  being  guilty  of  a 
great  crime,  In  a  paper  which  was  published  by  the  pri- 
soner, in  justification  of  tliis  act,  he  considers  the  Bajah  to 
have  been  guilty  of  rebellious  iutentioua  ;  and  he  represents 
these  acts  of  contumacy,  as  he  colls  them,  not  as  proofs  of 
contumacy  merely,  but  as  proofs  of  a  settled  design  to  rebel, 
imd  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  that  nation  by  which  he 
was  protected.  This  belief  he  declares  ou  oath  to  be  the 
ground  of  hia  conduct  towards  Cheit  Sing. 

Now,  my  lords,  we  do  contend,  that  if  any  subject  under 
any  name,  or  of  any  deacription,  be  not  engaged  in  public 
open  rebellion,  but  continues  to  acknowledge  the  autnnrity 
01  his  BOTereign,  and  if  tributaij  to  pay  tribute  conformably 
to  agreement,  such  a  subject,  in  case  of  being  suspected  of 
having  formed  traitorous  designs,  ought  to  be  treated  in  a 
manner  totally  different  from  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Hastings.  If  the  Eajah  of  Benares  had  fortned  a  secret  con- 
spiracy, Mr.  Hastings  had  a  state  duty  and  a  judicial  duty  to 
perform  He  waa  bound,  as  Governor,  knowing  of  such  a 
conspiracy,  to  provide  for  the  public  safety  ;  and  as  a  judge,  ha 
iras  bound  to  convene  a  criminal  court,  aaill  to  \o."j  "^Wa 


12  BPEECK   IS   THE   IMPEACHMEST  OF 

it  a  detailed  accusation  of  the  offence.  3e  was  bound  to 
proceed  publicly  and  legally  against  the  accused,  and  to  con- 
vict him  of  bia  crime,  previoiia  to  his  inflicting  or  fonning 
any  intention  of  inflicting  puniahment.  I  say,  my  lords, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  magistrate,  was  bound  to  proceed 
against  the  Rajah  either  by  fiiglieh  law,  by  Mahomet^  law, 
or  by  the  Gentoo  law  ;  and  that  by  aD  or  any  of  these  laws 
he  was  bound  to  make  the  accused  acquainted  with  the 
crime  alleged,  to  hear  his  answer  to  the  charge,  and  to  pro- 
duce evidence  against  him,  in  an  open,  clear,  and  judicial 
manner.  And  here,  my  lords,  we  have  again  to  remark  that 
the  Mahomedan  law  is  a  great  discriminator  of  persons,  and 
that  it  prescribes  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  those  who 
are  accused  of  any  delinquency  requiring^  punishment,  with  a 
reference  to  the  oistinction  and  rank  whicn  the  accused  held 
in  society.  The  proceedings  are  exceedingly  sober,  regular, 
and  respectful,  even  to  criminals  charged  with  the  highest 
crimes  ;  and  every  magistrate  is  required  to  exercise  his  office 
in  the  prescribed  manBCr.  In  the  Hedaia,  after  declaring  and 
discussing  the  propriety  of  the  cauay's  sitting  openly  in  the 
)  execution  of  his  office,  it  js  added,  that  there  is  no  impro- 
priety in  the  cauzy  sitting  in  hia  own  house  to  pass  judg- 
ment ;  but  it  is  requisite  that  be  give  orders  for  a  iree  access 
to  the  peopie.  It  then  proceeds  thus :  "  It  is  requisite  that 
such  people  sit  along  with  the  cauzy  as  were  used  to  eit 
with  him,  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  office;  because,  if  he 
were  to  sit  alone  in  his  nouse,  be  would  thereby  give  rise  to 
suspicion."' 

My  lords,  having  thus  seen  what  the  duty  of  a  judge  is  in 
such  a  case,  let  us  examine  whether  Mr.  Hastings  observed 
any  part  of  the  prescribed  rules.  First,  with  regard  to  the 
publicity  of  the  matter.  Did  he  ever  give  any  notice  to  the 
supreme  council  of  the  charges  which  he  says  he  had  re- 
ceived against  Cheit  Sing?  Did  he  accuse  the  Kajah  in  the 
council,  even  when  it  was  reduced  to  himself  and  hia  poor, 
worn-down,  cowed,  and  I  am  afraid,  bribed  colleogue,  Mr. 
WhelerP  Did  he  even  then,  I  ask,  produce  any  one  charge 
ftgainst  this  man 't  He  sat  in  couaci!  as  a  judge ;  as  an  Eng- 
lish judge;  as  a  Mahomedan  Judge;  as  a  j'idge  by  the 
(il«ntoo  law,  and  by  the  law  of  nature.  He  should  have 
'med  the  party  to  appear  in  person,  or  by  Ids  attorney, 

,  •  Hediia.  vul.  ii.  p.  G21. 


Bbefore  Idm,  and   eliould   have  there   informed   liim  ul'  the 
K«harge  against  hint.   But,  nty  lords,  be  did  not  act  thus.    Hi; 
■'^?pt  the  accusation  secret  m  his  own  boaom.     And  why  ? 
ecause  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  true.     This  may  al  ieo^t 
)  inferred  from  hia  having  never  inlbrmed  the  council  of 
le  niatt«r.     He  never  informed  the  Eajah  of  Benares  of  the 
uspiciona  entertained  against  him,  during  the  discusBions 
Evliich  took  place  respecting  the  multiplied  deniandB  that 
L^rere  made  upon  him.     He  never  told  tliis  victim,  as  he  has 
Flia^  the  audacity  to  tell  us  and  all  this  kingdom,  iu  the  paper 
that  is  before  your  lordahips,  that  he  looked  upon  these  re- 
fusals to  comply  with  hia  demands  to  be  overt  acta  of  rebel- 
lion ;  nor  did  he  ever  call  upon  Lim  to  answer  or  to  justify 
Vimaelf  with  regard  to  that  imputed  conspiracy  or  rebellion. 
Did  be  teU  Sadauund,  the  Bajah's  agent,  when  that  sgent  was 
giving  him  a  bribe  or  a  present  in  secret,  and  was  thus  eu- 
oeavouriug  to  deprecate  his  wrath,  that  he  accepted  that  bribe 
because  his  master  was  in  rebellion  ?     Kever,  my  lords ;  nor 
did  he,  when  be  first  reached  Benares  and  bad  the  Bajah  in 
hia  power,  suggest  one  word  concerning  this  rebellion.     Did 
he,  when  he  met  Mr.  Markhara  at  Bauglepore,  where  they 
consulted  about  the  destruction  of  this  unhappy  man,  did  be 
tell  Mr.  Markharo,  or  did  Mr.  Markham  insinuate  to  him,  any 
one  thing  about  this  conspiracy  and  rebellion  P     No  ;  not  a 
word  there  or  in  his  whole  progress  up  the  country.     While 
at  Bauglepore  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Macartney  upon  the 
Lttate  of  tiie  empire,  giving  him  much  and  various  advice. 
B|}id  he  insinuate  in  that  letter  that  ho  was  going  up  to  Be- 
fdares  to  suppress  a  rebellion  of  the  Bajah  Cheit  Sing,  or  to 
Limnish  him  P    No ;  not  a  word.    Did  he,  my  lords,  at  the  eve 
lllf  his  departure  from  Calcutta,  when  he  communicated  bis 
[intention  of  taking  £500,000,  which  he  calls  a  fine  or  pe- 
nalty, from  the  Eajah,  did  he  inform  Mr.  "Wheler  of  it  P     No, 
lot  a  word  if  his  rebellion,  nor  anything  like  it.     Did  he  in- 
tbrm  hia  secret  confidants,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Major  Palmer, 
ipon  that  subject  ?     Not  a  word,  there  was  not  a  word  drop- 
led  from  him  of  any  such  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  in 
ihe  Eajah  Cheit  Sing  to  rebel.   Did  he,  when  he  bad  vakeels 
in  every  part  of  the  Mahratta  empire  and  iu  the  country  of 
I  Bujah  Dowlah,  when  he  had  in  most  of  tliose  courts  English 
jadora  and  native  spies  ;  did  he  either  from  ambassft- 
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dors  or  spies  receive  auytliing  like  authentic  intelligeDce 
upon  this  subject  ?  Wliile  lie  was  at  Benares  he  hiid  in  his 
hands  Beneram  Pundit,  the  yakeel  of  the  Eajah  of  Berar,  hia 
own  confidential  friend,  a  person  whom  he  took  out  of  the 
service  of  hia  master,  and  to  whom  he  gave  a  jaghire  in  this 
very  zemindary  of  Benares.  This  man,  so  attached  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  so  knowing  in  all  the  transactions  of  India,  neither 
accused  CLeit  Sing  of  rebellious  intentions,  nor  furnished 
Mr.  Hastings  with  one  single  proof  that  any  conspiracy  with 
any  foreign  power  esiated. 

In  this  absence  of  evidence,  my  lords,  let  ua  have  recourse 
to  probability.  Is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  zemindar  of  Be- 
nares, a  person  whom  Mr.  Hastings  describes  as  being  of  a 
timid,  weak,  irresolute,  and  feeble  nature,  should  venture  to 
make  war  alone  with  the  whole  power  of  the  Company  in 
India,  aided  by  aU  the  powers  which  Great  Britain  could 
bring  to  the  protection  of  its  Indian  empire  P  Could  that  poor 
man,  in  hia  comparatively  small  diatrict^oasibly  have  formed 
such  an  intention  without  ^ving  Mr.  Hastin|;s  access  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  from  one  or  other  of  the  numerous 
correspondents  which  he  had  in  that  country  P 

As  to  the  Eojah's  supposed  intrigues  with  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  this  man  was  an  actual  prisoner  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
nothing  else  ;  a  mere  vassal,  as  he  says  himself,  in  effect  and 
substance,  though  not  in  name.  Can  any  one  believe  or 
think  that  Mr.  Hastinga  would  not  have  received  from  the 
English  resident,  or  from  some  one  of  that  tribe  of  English 
gentlemen  and  English  military  collectors,  who  were  placed 
in  that  country  in  the  exercise  of  the  moat  arbitrary  powers, 
some  intelligence  which  he  could  trust,  if  any  rebellious  de- 
signs had  really  existed  previous  to  the  rebeDion  which  did 
actually  break  out  upon  hia  arresting  Cheit  Sing  p 

There  waa  an  ancient  Eoman  lawyer,  of  great  fame  in  the 
history  of  Eoman  jurisprudence,  whom  they  called  Cui  Sano, 
from  his  having  first  introduced  into  juridical  proceedings  the 
argument — what  end  or  object  could  the  party  have  had  i* 
the  act  with  which  he  w  accused  ?  Surely  it  may  be  here 
asked,  why  should  Cheit  Sing  wish  to  rebel,  who  held  on  easy 
and  moderate  terms  (for  such  I  admit  they  were)  a  very  con- 
aiderable  territory,  with  every  attribute  of  royalty  attached  P 
"'  e  tribute  waa  paid  for  protection,  which  he  bad  a  right  ia 
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I,  and  which  he  actually  received,  Wh.it  reaaon  nndi-r 
ieavBn  coiild  he  have  to  go  and  seek  another  mastfT ;  tu 
ffllaoB  himself  under  the  protection  of  Sujah  Dowtah,  in  whocc 
^^^nda  Mr,  Hastinga  tells  you,  in  ao  many  direct  and  plain 
orda,  that  neither  the  Eajah's  property,  his  honour,  nor  his 
Je  could  be  safe  ?  Was  he  to  sees  refuge  with  the  Mahrattas, 
lio,  though  GentooB  like  himself,  had  reduced  every  nation 
iich  they  auhducd,  except  those  who  were  originally  of 
'i  own  empire,  to  a  severe  servitude  ?  Can  any  one  be- 
e  that  he  wished  either  for  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
diargea ;  or  that  he  was  desirous  to  quit  the  happy  independ- 
£iit  situation  in  which  he  atood  under  the  protection  of  tho 
Sritiah  empire,  from  any  loose,  wild,  improbable  notion  of  ,  ff* 
Blending  hia  condition  P   My  lords,  it  i»- imposHible.     There  ■ 

I  not  one  particle  of  evidence,  not  one  word  of  thia  charge 
D  rec-ord,  prior  to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Haatinga'a  narra- 

^ve;  and  all  the  preaumptive  evidence  in  the  world  would 
icarcely  be  aufScient  to  prove  the  fact,  because  it  ia  almo^it 
mpossible  that  it  should  be  true. 

But,  my  lords,  although  Mr.  Hastings  swore  to  the  truth 
if  this  charge  when  he  came  before  the  House  of  Commnna, 
et  in  his  narrative  he  thua  fairly  and  candidly  avowed  that 
e  entertained  no  such  opinion  at  the  time.  "Every  step," 
lya  he, "  which  I  had  taken  before  that  fatal  moment,  namely, 
ke  flight  of  Cheit  Sing,  is  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  1 
od  formed  no  design  of  seizing  upon  the  Hajah'a  treasures 
r  of  deposing  him.  And  certainly  at  the  time  when  I  did 
ana  the  design  of  making  the  puniahment,  that  hia  former 

II  conduct  deserved,  subservient  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
tate,  by  a  large  fine,  I  did  not  believe  him  guilty  of  that 
iremeditated  project  for  driving  the  English  out  of  India, 

irith  which  I  afterwards  charged  him."  Thus  then  he  declares 
^pon  oath,  that  the  Baiah'a  contumacy  waa  the  ground  of  his 
Suspecting  him  of  rebellion,  and  yet  when  he  comes  to  make 
liiB  defence  before  the  House  of  Commont,  he  simply  and 
candidly  declares,  that  long  after  these  alleged  acts  ot  contu- 
jaiacy  had  taken  place,  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  guilty  of 
■ny  such  thing  as  rebellion,  and  that  the  fine  impoaed  upon 
tipi  waa  for  another  reason  and  another  purpose. 

In  page  28  of  your  printed  minutes,  he  thus  declares  the 
[mrpcee  for  which  the  fine  waa  imposed,     "  I  ca 
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only  to  tliis  formidable  dilemma,  that  bo  long  aa  I  conceived 
Cheit  Sing's  miaconduct  and  contumacy  to  liave  mo  rather 
thaE  the  Company  for  its  object,  at  least  to  he  merely  the 
effect  of  penucious  advice  or  miaguided  folly,  withoot  any 
formal  design  of  openly  resisting  our  authority  or  disclaiming 
onr  SDvereigaty,  I  looked  npon  a  considerable  fine  aa  suffi- 
cient botJi  tor  nia  immediate  punishment  and  for  binding  him 
to  future  good  behaviour." 

Here,  my  lords,  the  secret  cornea  out.  He  declares  it  was 
not  for  a  rebellion  or  a  suspicion  of  rebeliiou  that  he  resolved, 
over  and  above  all  his  exorbitant  demands,  to  take  from  the 
Bajah  £500,000  (a  good  stout  sum  to  he  ta.ken  from  a  tribut- 
ary power),  that  it  was  not  for  misconduct  of  this  kind  that 
he  took  this  sum,  but  for  personal  ill  behaviour  towards  him 
self.  I  must  a^n  beg  your  lordships  to  note  that  he  the 
considered  the  Bajah'a  contumacy  aa  having  for  its  object  ni 
the  Company,  but  Warren.  Hastings,  and  that  he  afterward, 
declared  publicly  to  the  House  of  Commons, — and  now  be- 
fore your  lordahips,  he  declares  finally  and  conclusively, — that 
he  did  believe  Cheit  Sing  to  havo  had  the  criminal  intention  ' 
imputed  to  him.  I 

"  So  long,"  says  he,  "  as  I  conceived  Cheit  Sing's  miscon- 
duct and  contumacy  to  have  me  "  (in  italics  aa  he  ordered  it 
tobeprinted)"rather  than  the  Company  for  its  object,  so  long 
I  was  satisfied  with  a  fine.   I  therefore  entertained  no  serious 
thoughts  of  eipelUng  him  or  proceeding  otherwise  to  vio-    ■ 
lence ;  but  when  he  and  his  people  broke  out  into  the  most    I 
atrocious  acts  of  rebeUion  and  murder,  when  the  jus  fortioru    ] 
et  lex  ultima  return  were  appealed  to  on  his  part  (and  with- 
out any  sufficient  plea  afforded  him  on  mine),  I  from  that    | 
moment  considered  him  as  the  traitor  and  criminal  described 
in  the  charge,  and  no  concessions,  no  humiliations,  could  ever 
after  induce  me  to  settle  on  him  the  zemindary  of  Benarea, 
or  any  other  territory,  upon  any  footing  whatever." 

Thus  then,  my  lords,  he  has  confessed  that  the  era  and 
the  only  era  of  rebellion  was  when  the  tumult  broke  out 
upon  the  act  of  violence  offered  by  himself  to  Cheit  Sing ; 
and  upon  the  ground  of  that  tumult,  or  rebellion  as  he  cafia  ^ 
it,  he  says  he  never  would  suffer  him  to  enjoy  any  territory 
or  any  right  whatever.  We  have  fiied  the  period  of  the  re- 
bellion for  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  exacted  this  fine; 
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B  period  of  rebellion  was  after  the  exoction  of  the 
b^lf,  eo  that  the  fine  noa  uot  laid  for  the  rebellion,  I 
a  broke  out  in  consequence  of  the  fine  and  the 
3  accompanying  it.  "We  have  established  thi 
e  whole  human  race  cannot  shake  it.  He  went  up  the 
Junlry  through  malice  to  revenge  his  own  private  wrongs, 
^it  those  of  the  Company.  He  fised  £500,000  aa  a  mulct 
r  an  insult  offered  to  himself,  and  then  a  rebeUion  broke  out 
I  consequence  of  his  riolence.  Thia  was  the  rebellion  and 
be  only  rebellion ;  it  was  Warren  Hflatings's  rebellion,  a  re- 
kllion  which  arose  from  his  own  dreadiiil  esaction  ;  from  his 
llnide,  from  h!a  malice  and  insatiable  avarice ;  a  rebellion 
Vliich  arose  irom  his  abominable  tyranny,  from  his  lust  of 
arbitrary  power,  and  from  his  determination  to  follow  the 
lampleB  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  Azoph  ul  Bowlah,  Cossim  Ali' 
[hftn,  AliTcrdi  KbSn,  and  all  the  gang  of  rebels  who  —  ■''■- 
Igecta  of  his  imitation. 

,My patience,  says  he,  was  exliau*ted.  Tour  lordships  hai 
id  ought  to  have,  a  judicial  patience.  Mr.  Hastings  h 
^-me  of  any  kind,  I  hold  that  patience  is  one  of  the  great 
ttuea  of  a  governor ;  it  was  said  of  Moees,  that  he  governed 
r  patience,  and  that  he  was  the  meekest  man  upon  earth. 
Tratience  ia  also  the  distinguishing  character  of  a  judge  ;  and 
1  think  your  lordships,  both  with  regard  to  us  and  with  re- 
gard to  him,  have  shown  a  great  d«il  of  it ;  we  shall  ever 
honour  the  quality,  and  if  we  pretend  to  say  that  we  have 
had  great  patience  in  going  through  this  trial,  bo  your  lord- 
ships must  have  had  great  patience  in  hearing  it.  But  this 
man's  patience,  aa  be  himself  tells  you,  was  soon  exhausted. 
"  I  considered,"  he  says,  "  the  light  in  which  such  behaviour 
would  have  been  viewed  by  his  native  sovereign,  and  I  re- 
solved he  should  feel  the  power  he  had  bo  long  iuHultt'd 
Forty  or  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  would  have  been  a  moderati; 
fine  for  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  to  eiact :  he  who  bad  demanded 
twenty-five  lacks  for  the  mere  6ne  of  Buccesaion,  and  received 
twenty  in  hand,  and  an  increased  rent  tantamount  to  consid- 
erably above  thirty  lacks  more ;  and  therefore  I  rejected  the 
"ar  of  twenty,  with  which  the  Eaiah  would  have  compro- 
_  »ed  for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late." 
P  Now,  my  lords,  observe  who  his  raodels  were,  when  lie  in- 
led  to  punish  this  man  for  an  insult  on  himadU'.     Did  he 
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conault  the  laws  ?  Did  he  look  to  the  IiiBtitutea  of  Timour, 
or  to  those  of  Qhioges  Kh^n?  Did  ha  look  to  the  Hedaia, 
or  to  any  of  the  approved  autborities  iu  tiiia  country  ?  No, 
my  lordH ;  ho  exactly  followed  t!ie  advice  which  LonginuB 
gives  to  a  great  writer ; — WheueTer  you  have  a  mind  to 
elevate  your  mind,  to  raiee  it  to  its  higkest  pitch,  and  even 
to  exceed  yourself,  upon  any  aubjeet,  think  how  Homer  would 
have  described  it,  how  Plato  would  batfe  imagined  it,  and 
how  Demosthenes  would  have  expressed  it,  and  when  you 
have  so  done,  you  will  then,  no  doubt,  have  a  standard 
which  will  raise  you  np  to  the  digoi^  of  anything  that 
human  genius  can  aspire  to.  Mr.  Haatinga  was  calling 
upon  himself,  and  raising  his  mind  to  tlie  dignity  of  what 
tyranny  could  do ;  what  unrighteous  exaction  could  per- 
form. He  considered,  he  says,  how  much  Sujah  Dowlah 
would  have  exacted,  and  that  he  thinks  woidd  not  be  too 
much  for  him  to  exact.  He  boldly  avows,  I  raised  my 
mind  to  the  elevation  of  Sujah  Dowlah.  I  considered  what 
CoBsira  All  Khsin  would  have  done,  or  Aliverdi  KhSn,  who 
murdered  and  rohhed  so  many.  I  had  all  this  line  of  great 
examples  before  me,  and  I  asked  myself  what  fine  thej 
would  have  exacted  upon  such  an  occasion.  But,  says  he, 
Sujah  Dowlah  levied  a  fine  of  twenty  lacks  for  a  right  of 
succession. 

Good  &od !  my  lords,  if  you  are  not  applied  with  the  vio- 
lent injustice  of  arbitrary  proeeedingB,you  must  feel  something 
humiliating  at  the  gross  ignorance  of  men  who  are  in  this 
manner  playing  with  the  rights  of  mankind.  This  man  con- 
founds a  fine  upon  succession  with  a  fine  of  penalty.  He 
takes  advantage  of  a  defect  in  the  technical  language  of  our 
law,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  in  many  parts  as  cor- 
rect in  its  distinctions  and  as  wise  in  its  provisions  as  the  Ma- 
homedan  law.  We  use  the  word  fine  in  three  senses ;  first, 
as  a  punishment  and  penalty ;  secondly,  as  a  formal  means  of 
cutting  oft'  by  one  form  the  ties  of  another  form,  which  we 
call  levying  a  fine ;  and  thirdly,  we  use  the  word  to  signify  a 
sum  of  money  payable  upon  renewal  of  a  lease  or  copyhold. 
The  word  has,  in  each  case,  a  totally  diflerent  sense  ;  but 
such  is  the  stupidity  and  barbarism  of  the  prisoner,  that  he 
coufoimda  these  senses,  and  tells  you  Bujah  Dowlah  took 
tweaty-five  lacka  aa  a  fine  &am  Cbeit  Sing,  for  the  renewal 
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rf  hissemmdarj',  and  therefore,  as  a  punishmeut  for  hib  of- 
feoees,  he  flhall  take  fifty.  Suppose  any  ooe  of  your  lord- 
fiu'ps  or  of  US  were  to  be  fined  lor  assault  and  battery,  or  fop 
anything  else,  and  it  should  be  said,  you  paid  such  a  fine 
for  a  bishop's  lease,  you  paid  such  a  fine  on  the  purehase  of 

Lau  estate ;  and  therefore,  now  that  you  are  going  to  be  fineii 
iat  a  pimishment,  we  will  take  the  measure  of  the  fine,  nut 
^m  the  nature  and  quality  of  your  offence,  not  from  the  law 
Upon  the  subject  or  from  your  ability  to  pay,  but  the  amount 
Sf  a,  fine  you  paid  some  years  ago  for  an  estate  shall  be  the 
leaaure  of  your  punishment.  My  lords,  what  should  we  say  of 
Such  brutisn  ignorance,  and  such  shocking  confusion  of  ideas  ? 
When  this  man  bad  elevated  hia  mind  according  to  the 
julea  of  art,  and  stimulated  himself  to  great  things  by  great 
^^^"aaiDples,  he  goes  on  to  tell  you  that  be  rejected  the  ofier  of 
Wenty  lacks  with  which  the  Eajah  would  have  compounded 
br  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late. 

Permit  me,  my  lords,  to  say  a  few  words  here,  by  way  of 
eferring  back  all  this  monstrous  heap  of  violence  and  ahsurd- 
ty  to  some  degree  of  principle.  Mr.  Eastings  having  coni- 
Hetely  acquitted  the  Hajah  of  any  other  fault  than  contumacv, 
■ad  having  supposed  even  that  to  be  only  personal  to  bimaelf, 
B  thought  a  fine  of  £500,000  would  be  u  proper  punishment.  7 
Tow  when  any  man  goes  to  esaet  a  fine,  it  presupposes  in- 
[uiry,  charge,  defence,  and  judgmentr^-  It  doea  so  in  the  Ma- 
lomedaji  law-,  it  doea  bo  in  the  Gentoo  law;  it  does  so  in 
aw  of  England,  in  the  Eoman  law,  and  in  the  law,  I  be- 
_  -,  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  eicept  in  that  law 
riiicfa  resides  in  the  arbitrary  breast  of  Mr,  Hastings,  poison- 
sd  by  the  principles  and  stimulated  by  the  examples  of  those 
iricked  traitors  and  rebels  whom  I  have  before  described. 
i  mentions  hia  intention  of  levying  a  fine ;  but  does  he 
make  any  mention  of  having  charged  the  Eajah  with  hia  oi- 
Jbnces  ?  It  appears  that  he  held  an  mcredibie  quantity  of  pri- 
rate  correspondence  through  the  various  residents,  through 
Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Markham,  Mr.  Benn,  concern- 
ing the  affairs  of  that  country.  Did  he  ever,  upon  this  ai- 
led contumacy  (for  at  present  I  put  the  rebellion  out  of  tlie 
eation),  inquire  the  progress  of  this  personal  afJront  offered 
D  the  Gflvem or- General  of  Bengal  P  Did  he  ever  state  it  to 
*  G  Baj&h,  or  did  he  call  his  vakeel  before  the  council  to  up^ 
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rwer  the  charge  ?  Did  he  examine  any  one  person  or  parti- 
ciiloriBe  a  single  fact  in  any  manner  whatever?  No.  what 
then  did  he  do  ?  Why,  my  lorda,  he  declared  himself  the 
person  injured,  stood  forward,  ae  the  accuser,  asHumed  the 
office  of  judge,  and  proceeded  to  judgment  without  a  party 
before  him,  without  trial,  without  examination,  without  proof. 
He  thus  directly  reversed  the  order  of  justice.  He  determin- 
ed to  fine  the  £i^ah  when  his  own  patience,  as  he  says,  was 
exhausted,  not  when  justice  demanded  the  punishment.  He 
resolved  to  fine  him  in  the  enormous  sum  of  £500,000.  Does 
he  inform  the  council  of  thia  determination  ?  No.  The 
court  of  directors  ?  No.  Any  one  of  his  confidants  ?  No, 
not  one  of  them ;  not  Mr.  Palmer,  not  Mr.  Middleton,  nor 
any  of  that  legion  of  secretaries  that  he  had ;  nor  did  he 
even  inform  Mr.  Malcolm  of  his  intentions  until  he  met  bim 
at  Bauglepore, 

In  regard  to  the  ohject  of  his  malice,  we  only  know  that 
many  letters  came  from  Cheit  Sing  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which 
the  unfortunate  man  endeavoured  to  appease  bis  wrath,  and  to 
none  of  which  be  ever  gave  an  answer.  He  is  an  accuser 
preferring  a  charge  and  receiving  apologies,  without  giving 
the  party  an  answer;  although  he  had  a  crowd  of  secretaries 
about  him,  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  miserable  peo- 

file  of  Benares,  and  paid  hy  sums  of  money  drawn  Iraudu- 
Ently  from  their  pockets.  Still  not  one  word  of  answer  was 
given,  till  he  had  formed  the  resolution  of  exacting  a  fine, 
and  had  actually  by  torture  made  his  victim's  servant  dis- 
cover where  his  master's  treasures  lay,  in  order  that  he  might 
rob  him  of  all  his  family  possessed.  Are  these  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  British  judge ;  or  are  they  not  rather  such  as 
are  described  by  Lord  Coke — (and  these  learned  gentlemen, 
I  dare  say,  wiU  remember  the  passage  ;  it  is  too  striking  not 
to  be  remembered)  as  "  the  damned  and  damnable  proceed- 
ings of  a  judge  in  kell."  Such  a  judge  has  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar  proved  himself  to  be.  First,  he  determines  upon 
the  punishment,  than  he  prepares  the  afcuEiation,  and  then 
by  torture  and  violence  enaeavoura  to  estort  the  fine. 

My  lords,  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to 

■hia  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  business.     He  never  entered 

["■T  charge.     He  never  answered  any  letter.     Not  that  ho 

-^\e.     He  was  carrying  on  a  wicked  and  clandestina 
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filol  for  the  destruction  of  the  Eajah,  under  the  pretence  of 
tbi)  fine ;  although  the  plot  was  not  kaoron,  I  verily  believe, 
to  soy  European  at  the  time.  He  does  not  pretend  that  ho 
(old  SBj  one  of  the  Company's  sen'ants  of  hia  intentions  of 
fining  the  Eajah,  but  that  some  hostile  project  against  him 
had  been  formed  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  known 
A)  the  natives.  Mr.  Hastings  tella  you  that  Cheit  Sing  hail 
I  vakeel  at  Calcutta,  whose  Dustness  it  was  to  learn  the  ge- 
leral  tranBOctioua  of  our  government,  and  the  moat  minutt^ 
lorticulars  which  could,  in  any  manner,  afiect  the  interest  of 


I  must  here  tell  your  lordships,  that  there  ia  no  court  in 
'a,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  no  petty  sovereign,  that 
a  not  both  employ  and  receive  what  they  call  hircarraha, 
in  other  worda,  peraona  to  collect  and  to  communicate 
oUtical  intelligence.  These  men  are  received  with  the 
bate  and  in  the  rank  of  ambassadors  ;  they  have  their  place 
B  the  Durbar,  and  theur  business  as  authorized  spies  la  as 
rell  known  there  as  that  of  ambassadors  eitraordinary  and 
rdinary  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  Mr.  Hastings  had  a  pub- 
ic spy  m  the  person  of  tlie  resident,  at  Benares,  and  he  had 
I  private  spy  there  in  another  person.  The  spies  employed 
r  the  native  powers  had,  by  some  means,  come  to  the 
lowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings's  clandestine  and  wicked  inten- 
iona  towards  this  unhappy  man,  Cheit  Sing,  and  his  unhap- 

L country,  and  of  hia  designs  for  the  deatruction  and  the 
Br  ruin  of  both.  He  has  himself  told  you,  and  be  has  got 
tr.  Anderson  to  vouch  it,  that  he  had  received  propoaala  for 
Jie  sale  of  this  miaorable  man  and  his  country.  And  froni 
rhom  did  he  receive  these  propoHals,  my  lords  ?  Why,  from 
he  Nabob,  Aioph  ul  Dowlah,  to  whom  he  threatened  to 
ranafer  both  the  person  of  the  Eajoh  and  his  zemindary  if  he 
lid  not  redeem  himaelf  by  some  pecuniary  sacrifice.  Now 
&^oph  ul  Dowlah,  as  appears  by  the  minutes  on  your  lord- 
hipa'  table,  was  at  that  time  a  bankrupt.  He  waa  in  debt 
0  the  Company  tenfold  more  than  he  could  pay,  and  all  his 
evenues  were  sequestered  for  that  debt.  He  was  a  person  of 
&e  last  degree  ot  indolence,  with  the  last  degree  of  rapacity. 
A.  man,  of  whom  Mr,  Hastings  declared,  that  he  had  wasted 
■nd  destroyed  by  his  miBgovermnent  the  fairest  provinces 
^fl^arth ;   that  not  a  person  in  hia  dominions  was  eecaru 
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from  hia  violence,  and  that  even  big  own  father  covild  not 
eiijoy  hia  life  and  honour  in  eatety  under  him.  This  avari- 
cious bankrupt  tyrant,  who  had  beggared  and  destroyed  hia 
own  subjecta,  aad  could  not  pay  hia  debts  to  the  English 
government,  was  the  man  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  in 
treaty  to  deliver  up  Cheit  Sing  aud  bia  country,  under  pre- 
tence of  his  not  having  paid  regularly  to  the  Company  tfiose 
customary  payiuenta,  which  the  tyrant  would  probably  have 
never  paid  at  all,  if  he  had  been  put  in.  poaaeaaion  of  the 
country.  This  I  mention  to  Oluatrate  Mr.  Hastinga'a  plana 
of  economy  and  finance,  without  considering  the  injustice 
and  cruelty  of  delivering  up  a  man  to  the  hereditary  enemy 
of  bis  family. 

It  is  known,  my  lords,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  besides  having 
received  proposals  for  delivering  up  the  beautifiil  country  M 
Benares,  that  garden  of  God,  as  it  is  styled  in  India,  to  that 
monater,  that  rapacious  tyrant,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  who,  with 
hia  gang  of  mercenary  troops,  had  desolated  hia  own  country 
like  a  awarm  of  locuats, — had  purposed,  likewise,  to  aeize 
Cheit  Sing's  own  patrimonial  i'orta,  which  was  nothing  less 
than  to  take  from  nim  the  residence  of  his  women  and  his 
children,  the  seat  of  his  honour,  the  place  in  which  the  re- 
maining treasures  and  last  hopes  of  his  family  were  centered. 
By  the  Gentoo  law,  every  lord  or  supreme  raagistrate  ia  bound 
to  construct  and  to  live  in  such  a  fort.  It  ia  the  usa^  of 
India,  and  is  a  matter  of  state  and  dignity,  as  well  aa  ofpro- 
priety,  reason,  and  defence.  It  was  probably  an  apprebenaion 
of  being  injured  in  this  tender  point,  aa  well  aa  a  knowledge 
of  the  proposal  made  by  the  Nabob,  which  induced  Cheit 
Sing  to  offer  to  buy  himself  off;  although  it  does  not  ap- 
pear fivjm  any  part  of  the  evidence  that  he  assigned  any 
other  reason  than  that  of  Mr.  Hastings  intending  to  exact 
from  him  ais  lacks  of  rupees  over  and  above  his  other  ex- 
actions. 

Mr.  Hastings  indeed  almost  acknowledges  the  existence  of 
this  plot  against  the  Bnjah,  and  his  being  the  author  of  it. 
He  Bays,  without  any  denial  of  the  fact,  that  the  Eajah  sus- 
pected some  strong  Bt:ts  to  be  intended  against  him,  and 
therefore  aaked  Mr.  Markham  whether  be  could  not  buy 
tbera  off,  and  obtain  Mr.  Hastings's  favour  by  the  payment 
'    "  ""iftOOQ.     Mr.  Karkham  gave,  as  his  opinion,,  that 
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ii2O0,OOO  was  not  sufficient ;  and  '.lie  nest  day  the  Bujah 
offered  £20.000  more,  in  all  £220,000.  The  negotiation, 
lioffe?er,  broke  off;  and  why  ?  Not,  as  Mr.  Markham  aaya 
lie  MajectHPed,  because  the  Hajah  had  learned  tbftt  Mr.  Hast- 
itgB  had  no  longer  an  intention  of  irnposiDg  these  six  lacks, 
OP  something  to  that  effect,  and  therefore  retracted  his  offer ; 
■mt  because  that  offer  had  been  rejected  by  Mr,  Hastings. 

Let  ufi  hear  what  reason  the  man  who  was  in  the  true 
*CTet  gives  for  not  accepting  the  Bajah'a  offer,  "  I  rejected," 
teji  Mr.  Hastings,  "the  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which 
the  Bajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  when  it  wn.s 
too  late."  My  lords,  he  heat  knows  what  the  motivea  of  bia 
Own  actions  were.  He  says,  the  offer  was  made  "  when  it 
■was  too  late."  Had  he  previously  told  the  Eajah  what  buiii 
ef  money  he  would  be  required  to  pay,  in  order  to  buy  him- 
■elf  off;  OP  had  he  requested  him  to  name  any  sum  which  he 
was  willing  to  pay  ?  Did  he,  after  having  refused  the  offer 
made  by  the  Eajah,  say,  Come,  and  make  me  a  better  offer, 
m  upon  auch  a  day  I  shall  declare  that  your  offers  are  inad- 
missible? No  such  thing  appears.  Tour  lordships  will  fur- 
ther remark,  that  Mr.  Hastings  refused  the  £200,000  at  a 
time  when  the  exigencies  of  the  Company  were  so  pressing, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  rob,  pilfer,  and  steal  upon  every  side  ; 
»t  a  time  when  he  was  borrowing  £4^,000  from  Mr.  Sulli- 
van in  one  morning,  and  raising  by  other  under  jobs  £27,000 
more.  In  the  distress  which  his  own  eitravagance  and  prodi- 
■gality  had  involved  him,  £200,000  would  have  been  a 
'Treigbty  benefit,  although  derived  from  his  villany ;  but 
Hiifl  relief  he  positively  refused,  because,  says  he,  the  offer 
mme  too  late.  Prom  these  words,  my  lords,  we  may  infer, 
that  there  was  a  time  when  the  offer  would  not  have  been 
■"too late;'* — a  period  at  which  it  would  have  been  readily 
■accepted.  No  such  thing  appears.  There  is  not  a  trace  upon 
your  minutes,  not  a  trace  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Com- 
|iany,  to  prove  that  the  Kajah  would  at  any  time  have  been 
^permitted  to  buy  himself  off  from  this  complicated  tyranny. 
I  have  already  stated  a  curious  circumstance  in  this  pro- 
i«eeding,  to  which  I  must  again  teg  leave  to  direct  your  lord- 
aihips'  attention.  Does  it  anywhere  appear  in  that  coirc- 
i*pondence,  or  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Benn,  of  Mr.  Slarkbani, 
any  human  being,  that  Mr.  Hastings  bad  ever  toUl 
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Clieit  Sing  with  what  sum  he  should  be  Batisfied  ?  ILeie 
ie  evidence  before  you  directly  id  proof  that  they  did  oot 
know  the  aiiiouut.  Not  one  person  knew  what  nis  inten- 
tioE  was  when  he  refused  this  £200,000.  For  when  be 
met  Mr.  Markham  at  Bauglepore,  and  for  the  first  time  men- 
tioned the  Bum  of  £500,000  as  the  fine  he  meant  to  eiact, 
Mr.  Markham  waa  astonished  and  confounded  at  its  magni~ 
tilde.  He  telle  you  this  himself.  It  appears,  then,  that 
neither  Cheit  Sing  nor  the  resident  at  Benares  (who  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  secret,  if  upon  such  an  occasion  secrecy 
is  allowable)  ever  knew  what  the  terms  were.  The  Biajan 
was  in  the  dark ;  he  was  left  to  feel,  blindfold,  how  much 
money  could  relieve  him  from  the  iniquitous  intentions  of 
Mr.  Hastings ;  and  at  Inst  be  is  told  that  bis  offer  comes 
too  late,  without  haviug  ever  been  told  the  period  at  whicb 
it  would  have  been  well  timed,  or  the  amount  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  from  bira.  Is  this,  my  lords,  the  proper  way 
to  adjudge  a  fine  ? 

Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  advert  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  defends  birasell'  and  these  proceedings.  Ha 
says,  "  I  rejected  this  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which  the 
Hajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  wben  it  was  too 
late."  If  by  these  words  he  means  too  late  to  answer  tbe 
purpose  for  whicb  he  has  said  the  fine  was  designed,  namely, 
the  relief  of  the  Company,  the  ground  of  his  defence  is  ab- 
solutely false,  for  it  is  notorious  that  at  tbe  time  referred 
to  tbe  Company's  aff  ir   w  re  '    the  greatest  diatresB,- 

I  will  next  call  y  ur  1  d  h  p  attention  to  tbe  projected 
sale  of  Benares  t  th  Nab  b  f  Oude.  "  If,"  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  "  I  ev  talk  d  f  selling  tbe  Company's  sove- 
reignty over  Ben  t  th  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  but  in 
terrormn;  and  n  b  q  t  t  of  mine  warrants  the  sup- 
position of  my  havi  g  n  1  ntended  it."  And  in  an- 
other place  be  says,  If  I  ever  threatened."— Tour  lordships 
will  remark,  that  he  puts  hypotbetieally  a  matter,  the  reality 
of  which  be  bas  got  to  be  solemnly  declared  on  an  affidavit, 
and  in  a  narrative  to  the  truth  of  whicb  he  has  deposed  upon 
ontb.  "  If  I  ever  threatened,"  says  be,  "  to  dispossess  the 
Hajah  of  his  territories,  it  is  no  more  than  what  my  prede- 
l  cessors  (without  rebuke  from  their  superiors,  or  notice  taken 
f  the  ezpreesion)  bad  w  isbed  and  intended  to  have  done  ta 
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iu&ther,  even  when  the  Company  hnd  no  pretentions  to 
[  A»  sovereignty  of  the  country.  It  ia  no  more  than  bucU  a 
[  1^  set  of  BDTereignty  as  hia  behaviour  justified,  and  aa  I 
I  Ms  justified  in  by  the  intentions  of  my  predecessors.  If  I 
"rel«ided  to  seize  upon  his  forts,  it  waa  in  full  coniiction 
lit  a  dependent  on  the  Company,  guarflnteed,  maintained, 
and  protected  in  his  country  by  the  Company's  arms,  had  no 
occasion  for  forts ;  had  no  nght  to  them,  and  could  hold  them 
for  no  other  than  suspected  and  rebellious  purposes.  None 
of  tho  Company's  other  zemindars  are  permitted  to  maintain 
them  ;  and  even  our  ally,  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatie,  has  the 
Company's  troops  in  all  his  garrisons.  Policy  and  public 
safety  absolutely  require  it.  What  state  could  exist,  that 
allowed  its  inferior  memhera  to  hold  forts  and  garrisons  in- 
dependent of  the  superior  administration  ?  It  is  a  soleuisu 
in  government  to  suppose  it." 

Here  then,  my  lords,  he  first  declares  that  this  was  merely 
done  Ml  ierrorem ;  that  he  never  intended  to  execute  the 
abominable  act.  And  will  your  lordships  patiently  endure 
that  such  terrific  threats  as  these  shall  be  hung,  by  your  Go- 
vernor in  India,  over  the  unhappy  people  that  are  subject  to 
him,  and  protected  by  British  faith  ?  Will  you  permit  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  a  Governor  shall  hold 
out  the  terrible  threat  of  delivering  a  tributary  prince  and 
h  is  people,  bound  hand  and  foot,  into  the  power  of  their  per- 
fidious enemies  P 

The  terror  occasioned  by  threatening  to  take  from  him  his 
forts  can  only  be  estinated  by  considering  that,  agreeably 
to  the  religion  and  prejudices  of  Hindoos,  the  forts  are  the 
places  Ja  which  their  women  are  lodged ;  in  which,  according 
to  their  notions,  their  honour  is  deposited,  and  in  which  ia 
lodged  all  the  wealth  that  they  can  save  against  an  evil  day, 
to  purchase  off  the  vengeance  of  an  enemy.  These  forts, 
Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  intended  to  take,  because  the  Eajah 
could  hold  them  for  no  other  than  rebellious  and  suspected 
purposes.  Now  I  will  show  your  lordsbipB,  that  the  man 
who  has  the  horrible  audacity  to  make  this  declaration  did 
himself  assign  to  the  Eajah  these  very  forts.  He  put  him  in 
possession  of  them  ;  and  when  there  was  a  dispute  about  the 
Nabob's  rights  to  them  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Company's 
pD  the  other,  did  confirm  them  to  this  man.    The  paper  shall 
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be  produced,  tbat  you  may  bave  before  your  pyes  tlio  grom 
contradictions  iuto  which  his  rapacity  aad  acts  of  arbitraiy 
power  have  betrayed  him.  Thank  God,  my  lords,  men  that 
are  greatly  guilty  are  never  wise.  I  repeat  it,  men  that  are 
greatly  guilty  are  never  wise.  In  their  defence  of  one  crime 
they  are  sure  to  meet  the  sbost  of  some  former  defence, 
which,  like  the  Huectre  in  Virgil,  drives  them  back.  The 
prisoner  at  your  oar,  like  the  hero  of  the  poet,  when  be  at- 
tempts to  make  bia  escape  by  one  evasion,  is  stopped  by  the 
appearance  of  some  former  contradictory  averment.  If  he 
attempts  to  escape  by  one  door,  there  his  criminal  allegations 
of  one  kind  stop  him  ;  if  he  attempts  to  escape  at  another, 
the  facts  and  allegations  intended  for  some  other  wicked 
purpose  stare  him  lull  in  the  face. 

QuQcUQque  viam  silii  fraude  pelivit 
Succeasum  Uua  dira  nt-gat. 

The  paper  I  hold  in  mv  hand  contains  Nundcomar'a  ao 
eusation  of  Mr.  Hastings.  It  consists  of  a  variety  of  charges ; 
and  I  will  firBt  read  to  you  what  is  said  by  Nundcomar  of 
these  forts,  which  it  is  pretended  could  be  held  for  none  but 
suspicious  and  rebellious  purposes. 

"  At  the  time  Mr.  Hastings  was  going  to  Benares,  he  de- 
sired me  to  give  him  an  aocoimt  ui  writing  of  any  lands 
which,  though  properly  belonging  to  the  Subab  of  Babar, 
might  have  come  under  the  dominion  of  Bnlwant  Sing,  that 
they  might  be  recovered  from  his  son  Eajah  Cheit  Sing.  The 
pergunnahs  of  Kera,  Mungroni,  and  Bidjigur  were  exactly  in. 
this  situation,  having  been  usurped  by  Bulwant  Sing  from 
the  Subah  of  Babar.  I  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr,  Hast- 
ings tliB  accounts  of  them  from  the  entrance  of  the  Com- 
pany upon  the  dewanny  to  the  year  1179  of  the  PuHBel  era, 
stated  at  twenty-four  lacks.  Mr.  Hastings  said, '  Give  a  copy 
of  this  to  Eoy  Radha  Churn,  that  if  Cheit  Sing  is  backward 
in  acknowledging  this  claim,  Eadlia  Churn  may  answer  and 
confute  him.'  Why  Mr.  Hastings  when  lie  arrived  at  Be- 
nares, and  had  called  Eajah  Cheit  Sing  before  him,  left  these 
countries  still  in  the  Eajab's  usurpations  it  remains  with  Mr. 
^  Hastings  to  eiplain." 

This  is  Nundcomar'a  charge  ;  hero  follows  Mr.  Hastings'a 
"  I  recollect  an  inlbrmation  giten  me  by  Nuudcomar, 
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pflonceming  the  pretended  usurpationa  made  by  the  Eajnh  iif 
B-lBeiiarea  of  the  pergunnaha  of  Kent,  Mungroru,  and  Bidji- 
\  guT."  Your  lordshipa  will  recollect  that  Bidjigur  ia  one  of 
those  lery  forta  which  he  declares  could  not  be  held  but  for 
HUBpicioua  and  rebelliouB  purposes.  "  I  do  oot  recollect  his 
mentioning  it  again,  when  I  set  out  from  Beuarea,  neither  did 
I  erer  intimate  the  subject  either  to  Cheit  Sing  or  hia  minia- 
ters,  because  I  knew  1  could  not  support  the  claim  :  and  to 
have  made  it  and  dropped  it  would  have  been  iu  every  senae 
dishonourable-  JN^ot  that  I  passed  hj  it  with  indifference  or 
inattention.  I  took  pains  to  i3ve9ti<,'ate  the  foundation  of 
thia  title,  and  recommended  it  to  the  particular  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Vansittart,  who  waa  the  chief  of  Patna,  at  the  time  in  which 
I  received  the  first  intimation.  The  following  letter  and 
voucher,  which  I  received  from  him,  contain  a  complete  Btate- 
ment  of  this  pretended  usurpation." 

These  vouchers  will  answer  our  purpose,  fuUy  to  establish 
that  in  his  opinion  the  claim  of  the  English  government  upon 
those  forts  was  at  that  time  totally  unfounded,  and  so  absurd 
that  he  did  not  even  dare  to  mention  it.  Thia  fort  of  Bidji- 
gur, the  roost  couaiderable  in  the  country,  and  of  which  we 
Hhall  have  much  to  say  hereafter,  is  the  place  in  which  Cheit 
Bing  had  deposited  his  women  and  family.  That  fortress 
did  Mr.  Haatings  himself  give  to  this  very  man,  deciding  in 
Ma  favour  aa  a  judge  upon  an  examination,  and  after  an  in- 
quiry :  and  yet  he  now  declares  that  he  had  no  right  to  it, 
and  that  he  could  not  hold  it  but  for  wicked  and  rebellious 
purposes.  But,  my  lords,  when  he  changed  this  language,  ho 
Bad  resolved  to  take  away  these  forta,^to" destroy  tbem, — to 
root  the  Eajah  out  of  every  place  of  refuge — out  of  every 
Bcure  place  in  which  he  could  hide  hia  head,  or  screen  him- 
^  from  the  rancour,  revenge,  avarice,  and  malice  of  his  ruth- 
eas  foe.  He  was  reaolved  to  have  them,  although  he  had, 
iipon  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  Eajah'a  right,  given  them 
a  this  very  man,  and  put  him  into  the  absolute  possession  of 

Again,  my  lorda,  did  he,  when  Cheit  Sing,  in  1775,  was 
^ut  in  poasesaion  by  the  potta  of  the  Governor-General  and 
Oouncil,  which  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  names  of  all 
the  places  which  were  given  up  to  him,  and  crnaequently  of 
{  the  rest, — did  he,  either  before  he  ?ut  the  quea* 
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tioQ  in  conBcil  upon  that  potta,  or  afterwards,  tell  the  coim> 
cil  they  were  going  to  put  forta  into  the  man's  hands,  to 
■whith  he  had  no  riglit,  and  which  could  he  held  only  for  re- 
bellious and  suspected  purposes  ?  We  refer  jour  lordehipa 
to  the  places  in  which  aJl  these  transactions  are  mentioned, 
and  you  will  there  find  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  one  exception 
whatever  against  them  ;  nor,  till  he  was  resolved  upon  the 
dcBtraction  of  this  unhappy  man,  did  he  eyer  so  much  as 
mention  them.  It  was  not  till  then  that  he  discoTera  the 
possession  of  these  forta  by  the  Kojah  to  be  a  solecism  in 
government. 

After  quoting  the  noble  examples  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and 
the  other  persons  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say  that  some  of  hia  predecessors,  without  any  pre- 
tensions to  sovereign  authority,  endeavoured  to  get  these  forta 
into  their  possession ;  and  "  I  was  justified,"  says  he,  "  by 
the  intention  of  my  predecessors."  Merciful  God !  if  any- 
thing can  surpass  what  he  baa  said  before,  it  is  this :  my  pre- 
decessors, without  any  title  of  sovereignty,  without  any  nght 
whatever,  wished  to  get  these  forts  into  their  power ;  I 
therefore  have  a  right  to  do  what  they  wished  to  do  ;  and  I 
am  justified,  not  by  the  acts,  but  by  the  intentions  of  my 
predecessors.  At  the  same  time  he  Snows  that  these  prede- 
cessors had  been  reprobated  by  the  Company  for  this  part  of 
their  proceedings  ;  he  knew  that  he  was  sent  there  to  intro- 
duce a  better  system,  and  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  ra- 
pacity. Still,  whatever  his  predecessors  vdshed,  however 
unjust  and  violent  it  might  be,  when  the  sovereignty  came 
into  his  hands,  he  maintains  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  all 
which  they  were  desirous  of  accomplishing.  Thus  the  enor- 
mities fonnerly  practised,  which  the  Company  sent  him  to 
correct,  became  a  sacred  standard  for  his  imitation. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe  that  he  slips  in  the  word 
toeereignty,  and  forgets  compact ;  because  it  is  plain,  and 
your  lordships  must  perceive  it,  that  wherever  he  uses  the 
word  sovereignty,  he  uses  it  to  destroy  the  authority  of  all 
compacts ;  and  accordingly  in  the  passage  now  before  U8  be 
declares  that  there  is  an  invalidity  in  all  compacts  entered 
into  in  India,  from  the  nature,  state,  and  constitution  of  that 
empire.  "  From  the  disorderly  form  of  its  government,"  says 
**e,  "  there  is  an  invalidity  in  all  compacta  and  treaties  what* 
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erer."  PerHons  who  liad  no  treaty  with  the  Rajah  wished, 
says  he,  to  rob  Lim :  therefore  I,  who  have  a  treaty  wilh 
him,  and  call  myself  his  sovereign,  have  a  right  to  realize  ail 
their  wishes. 

But  the  fact  ia,  my  lords,  that  his  predecessors  never  did 
propose  to  deprive  Bulwunt  Sing,  the  father  of  Cheit  Sing, 
of  his  zemindary.  They,  indeed,  wished  to  have  had  the 
dewanny  transferred  to  them  in  the  manner  it  has  since  been 
transferred  to  the  Company.  They  wished  to  receive  his 
rents,  aad  to  be  made  an  interme£ate  party  between  hitn 
and  the  Mogul  emperor,  hia  sovereign. — These  predecessors 
had  entered  into  no  compact  with  the  man ;  they  were  ne- 
gotiating with  hia  sovereign  for  the  transfer  of  the  dewanny 
or  stewardship  of  the  country,  which  transfer  was  after- 
wards actually  executed ;  hut  they  were  obliged  to  give  the 
country  itself  back  again  to  Bulwant  Sing,  with  a  guarantee 
against  all  the  pretensions  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  had  tyran- 
nically assumed  an  arbitrary  power  over  it.  This  power  the 
predecessors  of  Mr.  Hartings  might  also  have  wished  to  as- 
sume :  and  he  may  therefore  say,  according  to  the  mode  of 
reasoning  which  he  has  aJopteo,  whatever  they  wished  to 
do,  but  never  succeeded  in  doing,  I  may  and  ought  to  do  of 
my  own  will.  Whatever  fine  Sujah  Dowlah  would  have 
esactedl  win  exact.  I  will  penetrate  intothat  tiger's  bosom, 
and  discover  the  latent  seeds  of  rapacity  and  injustice  which 
lurk  there,  and  I  will  make  hitn  the  subject  of  my  imitation. 

These  are  the  principles  upon  which,  without  accuser, 
■without  judge,  without  inquiry,  he  resolved  to  lay  a  fine  of 
£500,000  on  Cheit  Sing! 

In  order  to  bind  himself  to  a  strict  fulfilment  of  this  reso- 
lution, he  has  laid  down  another  very  extraordinary  doctrine. 
He  has  laid  it  down  as  a  sort  of  canon  (in  injustice  and  cor- 
ruption), that  whatever  demand,  whether  just  or  unjust,  a 
man  declares  his  intention  of  making  upon  another,  he  should 
exact  the  precise  sum  which  he  has  determined  upon,  and 
that  if  he  takes  anything  less,  it  ia  a  proof  of  corruptioQ.  "  I 
have,"  aays  he,  "shoxrn  by  this  testimony,  that  I  never  in- 
tended to  make  any  communication  to  Cheit  Sing,  of  taking 
leas  than  the  fifty  laiks,  which  in  my  own  mind  I  had  re- 
solved to  e;sact."  And  he  adds,  "  1  shall  make  my  last  and 
■olemn  appeal  to  the  breast  of  every  nmn  who  shall  read  this, 
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ly  poBsiUe,  that  1  3haiilc(*V^^^ 
luct  to  so  decided  a  process  and    1 
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^M  vLether  it  ia  likely,  or  morally  poBsiUe,  that  1  3haiilc(*1 
^M  tied  down  my  own  future  conduct  to  so  decided  a  process  ai 
^B  '  seriea  of  acts,  if  I  had  seoretly  intended  to  threaten,  or  to  use 
^M  a  degree  of  ■violence,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  draw  from 
^H  the  ohject  of  it  a  mercenary  atonemeat  for  my  own  private 
^M  emolument,  and  suffer  all  this  tumult  to  terminate  in  an  os- 
^M  tenaible  and  unsubstantial  submission  to  the  authority  which 
^         I  represented." 

He  had  just  before  said,  "  If  1  ever  talked  of  selling  the 
Company's  sovereignty  to  the  !Nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  only  hi 
ierrorem."  In  the  fece  of  this  assertion,  he  here  gives  you 
to  underatand  he  never  held  oivt  anything  in  terrorem,  but 
what  he  intended  to  eiecute.  But  we  will  show  you  that  in 
tact  he  had  reserved  to  himself  a  power  of  acting  pro  re 
tiatd :  and  that  he  intended  to  compound  or  not,  just  as  an- 
swered his  purposes  upon  this  <jccaaion.  "  I  admit,"  he  says, 
"that  I  did  not  enter  it"  {the  intention  of  fining  Cheit  Sing) 
"  on  the  consultations,  because  it  was  not  necessary ;  even 
this  plan  itself  of  the  fine  was  not  a  fixed  plan,  but  to  be 
regulated  by  circumstances,  both  as  to  the  substantial  execu- 
tion of  it  and  the  mode."  Now  here  is  a  mam  who  has  given 
it  in  a  sworn  narrative  that  he  did  not  intend  to  have  a  far- 
thing less.  Why  ?  "  Because  I  should  have  menaced  and 
done  as  in  former  times  has  been  done ;  mode  gi-eat  and  vio- 
lent demands  which  I  reduced  afterwards  for  iny  own  corrupt 
[lurposes."  Tet  be  tells  you  in  the  course  of  the  same  de- 
fence, but  in  another  paper,  that  he  bad  no  fixed  plan,  that 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  exact  a  fine  at  all,  or 
what  should  be  bis  mode  of  esecuting  it. 

My  lords,  what  shall  we  say  to  this  man,  who  declares 
that  it  would  be  a  proof  of  corruption  not  to  exact  the  fidl 
sum  which  he  had  tlireatened  to  exact,  but  who  finding  that 
this  doctrine  would  press  bard  upon  hini,  and  be  considered 
as  a  proof  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  turns  round  and  declares 
he  had  no  intention  of  exacting  anything  ?  What  shall  we 
say  to  a  man  who  thus  reserves  his  determination,  who 
threatens  to  sell  a  tributary  prince  to  a  tyrant,  and  cannot 
decide  whether  he  should  take  from  him  his  forts,  and  pillage 
him  of  all  he  had;  whether  he  should  raise  £500,000  upon 
him,  whether  he  should  accept  the  £220,000  ofiered  (which 
by  the  way  we  never  knew  of  till  long  ai^er  the  whole  trans* 
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^H    Ktm),  whether  be  should  do  any  or  all  of  those  tliiDgs,  aaA 
^H   Mm  by  his  own  account  gom^  up  to  Beiiares,  without  having 
^V  'tWJveii  anything  upon  this  important  subject  F 
■        My  lords,  I  will  now  assume  the  hypothesis  that  he  at  last 
I        'uscovered  sufficient  proof  of  rebellious  practicea  ;  still  even 
''        *bis  gave  bim  no  right  to  adduce  such  rebellion  in  justi- 
fication of  resolutiooa  which  he  had  taken,  of  acts  which  he 
oad  done,  before   he  knew  anything  of  ita  esistenee.     To 
«iich  a  plea  we  answer,  and  your  lordships  will  every  one  of 

eu  answer,  you  shall  not  by  a  subsequent  discovery  of  re- 
lliouB  practicea,  which  you  did  not  know  at  the  time,  and 
"tehich  you  did  not  even  believe,  a*  you  hare  erpreasly  told 
lis  here,  justify  your  conduct  prior  to  that  discovery. 

If  the  conspiracy  which  he  falsely  imputea  to  Cheit  Sing-, 
if  that  wild  scheme  of  driving  the  feigliah  out  of  India  bad 
existed,  tbini  in  what  miaerttble  circumatnncea  we  stand  as 
proBecutora  and  your  lordships  aa  judges,  if  we  admit  a  dis- 
covery to  be  pleaded  in  juatification  of  antecedent  arts,  found- 
ed upon  the  assumed  existence  of  that  which  he  had  no  sort 
of  proof,  knowledge,  or  belief  of! 

My  lords,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  another  circumstance, 
not  less  culpable  in  itaelf,  though  less  shocking  to  your  feel- 
ings, than  those  to  which  I  have  already  called  your  atten- 
tion J  a  circumafffluce  which  throws  a  strong  preaomption  of 
guilt  upon  every  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct.  Having 
formed  all  theae  infernal  plots  in  bis  mind,  but  uncertain 
which  of  them,  he  should  execute,  uncertain  what  sums  Of 
money  be  should  extort,  whether  be  abould  deliver  up  the 
Bajab  to  hia  enemy,  or  pillage  his  forts ;  he  goes  up  to  Be- 
nares ;  but  he  firat  delegates  to  himself  all  the  powers  of 
government,  both  civil  and  military,  in  the  countries  which  be 
was  going  to  visit. 

My  lords,  we  have  asserted  in  our  charge,  that  thia  delega- 
tion and  division  of  power  was  lUegal,  He  invested  Mmmlf 
with  this  authority;  for  he  was  the  majority  in  the  comicil. 
Mr.  Wheler's  consent  or  dissent  signifyingnotbing.  He  gave 
himself  povrers  which  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  give  him. 
_  He  went  up  to  Benares  with  an  illegal  commission,  civil  and 
"  iKtary  ;  and  to  prove  thia  I  aball  beg  leave  to  read  the  pro- 

iiouB  of  the  act  of  parliament.     I  shall  show  what  the 

eature  ought  to  be,  by  showing  the  law  of  the  creator  i 
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what  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  meant  that  Goxernot 
Hastings  should  be,  not  Mliat  he  made  himself. 

[Mr.  Burke  then  read  the  seventb  section  of  the  act.] 
Now  we  do  deny  that  there  is  by  this  act  given,  or 
that  under  this  act  there  can  he  given,  to  the  goTemment  of 
India  a  power  of  dividing  its  unity  into  two  parts,  each  of 
which  shall  Heparately  be  a  unity,  and  possess  the  power 
ffiven  to  the  wHole.  Yet,  my  lords,  an  agreement  was  made 
between  him  and  Mr.  Wheler  that  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  ahould 
have  every  power  civil  and  military,  in  the  upper  provinces, 
and  that  Mr.  Wheler  should  eijjoy  equal  authority  in  the 

Kow,  to  show  you  that  it  is  impossihle  for  such  an  agree- 
ment to  he  legal,  we  must  refer  you  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Company's  government.  The  whole  power  is  vested  in  the 
council,  where  all  questions  are  to  he  decided  by  a  majority 
of  voices,  and  the  members  are  directed  to  record  in  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  not  only  the  questions  decided, 
but  the  grounds  upon  which  each  individual  member  founds 
his  vote.  Now  although  the  council  is  competent  to  delegate 
its  authority  for  any  spedjlo  purpose  to  any  servant  of  the 
Company,  yet  to  admit  that  it  can  delegate  its  authority 
generally,  without  reserving  the  means  of  dehberation  and 
control,  would  he  to  change  the  whole  constitution.  By  such 
a  proceeding  the  government  may  he  divided  into  a  number 
of  iud^endent  governments,  without  a  common  deliberative 
council  and  control.  This  deliberative  capacity,  which  is  so 
strictly  guarded  by  the  obligation  of  recording  its  conaulta* 
tions,  would  be  totally  annihilated  if  the  councd  divided  itself 
into  independent  parts,  each  acting  according  to  its  own  dia- 

Ieretion.  There  is  no  similar  instance  in  law,  there  is  no  simi- 
lar instance  in  pohcy.  The  conduct  of  these  men  implies  a 
direct  contradiction,  and  you  will  see,  by  the  agreement  they 
made  to  support  each  other,  that  they  were  themselyes  con- 
Boious  of  the  illegality  of  this  proceeding. 
After  Mr.  Hastings  had  conferred  absolute  power  upon 
himself  during  his  stay  in  the  upper  provinces,  by  an  order 
of  councU  (of  which  council  he  was  himaeli'  a  majority)  he 
entered  the  following  minute  in  the  consultations :  "  The 
G: 


Governor- General  delivers  in  the  following  minute.     In  my 
minute  which  X  laid  before  the  court  on  the  2]st  of  Maj,  1 
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pressed  the  satiafaction  with  which  I  could  at  this  ji 

re  leave  the  presidency,  from  the  mutual  confid 

e  happily  eatablished  between  Mr.  Wheler  aad 

Kftdily  repeat  that  seatiment.  nud  observe  with  pleasure  that 

Mr.  Wheler  confirms  it.     Beibro  my  departure,  it  is  probu- 

ble  that  we  shall  iu  coucert  ha\e  provided  at  the  board  for 

dmost  every  important  circuiaatance  that  can  eventually  hap- 

tL  during  my  absence ;  but  if  any  should  occur  for  which 

iprevions  provision  shall  have  heeu  made  in  the  resolutions 

'■the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  may  act  with  immediate  deciaiou 

id  with  the  fullest  contldeiice  of  my  support  iu  all  such 

lergencies,  as  well  as  in  conducting  the  ordinary  business 

the  presidency,  and  in  geuenil  in  all  matters  of  this  goveru- 

mt,  excepting  those  which  may  specially  or  generally  be 

■  -usted  to  me.  Mr.  Wheler  during  niy  absence  may  con- 
r  himself  as  possessed  of  the  full  powers  of  the  Govenior- 
leral  aud  council  of  this  government,  as  in  effect  he  is  by 

B  constitution ;  aud  he  may  he  assured  that  so  fur  as  my 
action  and  concurronce  shall  be  or  be  deemed  necessary  U> 
fi  confirmation  of  his  measures,  he  shall  receive  them." 
Now  here  is  a  compact  of  iniquity  between  these  two 
umvirs.  They  each  give  to  the  other  the  full,  complete, 
d  perfect  powers  of  the  government,  and,  in  order  to  secure 
emselves  against  any  obstacles  that  might  arise,  they  mutu- 
J  ^"S^gB  to  ratify  each  other's  acts ;  and  they  say,  this  is 
t  illegal,  because  Lord  Corawallis  has  had  such  a  deputa- 
n.  I  must  first  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  no  man  can  jus- 
j  himself  in  doing  any  illegal  act  by  its  having  been  done 

■  another ;  much  less  can  he  justify  his  own  illegal  act  by 
sadtng  an  act  of  the  same  kind  done  subsequently  to  hi's 
t;  because  the  latter  may  have  been  done  in  consequence 

his  bad  example.  Men  justify  their  acts  in  two  ways,  by 
i»  and  by  precedent ;  the  former  asserts  the  right,  the  latter 
eaumes  it  from  the  example  of  others.  But  can  any  man 
itify  an  act,  because  ten  or  a  do^en  years  after  another  man 
B  done  the  same  thing  ?  Good  Heavens !  was  there  ever 
ch  a  doctrine  before  heard  ?  Suppose  Lord  Comwallia  to 
ive  done  wrong  [  suppose  him  to  have  acted  illegally ;  does 
at  clear  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  P  No ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
gravatea  his  otTenee,  because  he  has  afforded  others  an  es.- 
ipla  of  corrupt  and  illegal  conduct.     But  if  even  Lird 
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Oorawallia  had  preceded,  instead  of  following  him,  the  «• 
ample  would  not  have  furnished  a  justification.  There  is  no 
reaemhlance  in  the  cases.  Lord  Comwallia  doee  not  hold  hia 
government  by  the  act  of  1773,  but  by  a  special  act  made 
afterwards ;  and  therefore  to  attempt  to  justify  acta  done 
under  one  form  of  appointment  by  acta  done  under  another 
form  is  to  tlie  iaat  degree  wild  and  absurd. 

Lord  Comwallia  was  going  to  conduct  a  war  of  great  mag- 
nitude, and  was  consequently  trusted  with  extraordinary  pow- 
era.  He  went  in  the  two  characters  of  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  yet  the  legislature  was  senaible  of  the 
doubtful  validity  of  a  governor-general' a  carrying  with  him 
the  whole  powera  of  the  council.  But  Mr.  Haatinga  was  not 
commander-in-chief,  when  he  asauraed  the  whole  military  aa 
well  as  civil  power.  Lord  ComwaUis,  as  I  have  just  aaid, 
waa  not  only  commander-in-chief,  but  waa  going  to  a,  great 
war,  where  be  might  have  occaaion  to  treat  with  the  country 
powera  in  a  civil  capacity ;  and  yet  so  doubtful  waa  the  legis- 
lature upon  thia  point,  that  they  paaaed  a  special  act  to  con- 
firm that  delegation,  and  to  give  him  a  power  of  acting  und^ 
it. 

My  lords,  we  do  further  contend,  that  Mr.  Haatinga  had  no 
right  to  assume  the  character  of  commander-in-chief;  for  he 
waa  no  military  man,  nor  was  he  appointed  by  the  Company 
to  that  trust.  Hia  aaaumption  of  the  military  authority  was 
a  gross  usurpation.  It  waa  an  authority  to  which  he  would 
have  had  no  right  if  the  whole  powera  of  government  were 
veated  in  him,  and  he  had  carried  hia  council  with  him  on 
hia  horse.  If,  I  say,  Mr.  Hastings  had  his  council  on  hia 
crupper,  he  could  neither  have  given  those  powera  to  himself, 
nor  made  a  partition  of  them  with  Mr.  Wbeler.  Could  Lord 
Comwallis,  for  instance,  who  carried  with  him  the  power  oi 
commander-in-chief,  and  authority  to  conclude  treaties  with 
nil  the  native  powers, — could  he,  I  aak,  have  left  a  council 
behind  him  in  Calcutta  with  equal  powera,  who  might  have 
concluded  treaties  in  direct  contradiction  to  thoae  in  which 
he  waa  engaged  ?  Clearly  he  could  not ;  therefore  I  contend 
that  thia  partition  of  power,  which  auppoaea  an  integral  au- 
thority in  each  councillor,  ia  a  monster  that  cannot  eiist. 
This  the  parties  themselvea  felt  so  strongly,  that  they  were 
obljped  to  have  recourse  to  a  stratagem  scarcely  leas  absurd 
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. n  their  divided  assumption  of  power.     They  entered  iut« 

jKcmpaijt  to  confirm  each  other's  acta,  and  to  support  each 
other  in  whatever  they  did  [  thus  attempting  to  give  their 
separate  acta  a  legal  form. 

I  have  further  to  remark  to  jour  lordships,  what  has  jiiat 
heen  suggested  to  me,  that  it  waa  for  the  express  purpose  of 
legalidng  Lord  Comwallis's  delegation  that  he  waa  made 
commander-in-chief  as  weU  as  governor-general  by  the  act. 

The  next  plea  urged  by  Mr.  Hastings  is  conveniency. 
"It  was  convenient,"  he  says,  "for  me  to  do  this."  I  answer, 
no  person  acting  with  delegat«d  power  can  delegate  that 
power  to  another.  Delegatu*  non  potest  delegare,  is  a  uiaxini 
of  law ;  much  less  has  he  a  right  to  supersede  the  law  and 
the  principle  of  his  own  delegation  and  appointment,  upon 
any  idea  of  convenience.  But  what  was  the  conveniency  P 
Tliere  was  no  one  professed  object  connected  with  Jlr. 
Hastings's  going  up  to  Benares,  which  might  not  as  well  have 
been  attained  in  Calcutta.  The  only  difl'erence  would  have 
been,  that,  in  the  fatter  case,  he  must  have  entered  some  part 
of  his  proceedings  upon  the  consultations,  whether  he  wished 
it  or  not.  If  he  Jiad  a  mind  to  negotiate  with  the  vleier,  he 
bad  a.  resident  at  his  court,  and  the  vizier  had  a  resident  in 
Calcutta.  The  most  solemn  treaties  had  often  heen  made 
without  any  governor-general  carpyiog  up  a  delegation  of 
civil  and  mditaiy  power.  If  it  had  been  hia  object  to  breuk 
^eaties,  he  might  nave  broken  them  at  Calcutta,  as  he  broke 
fte  treaty  of  ChuJior.  Is  there  an  article  in  that  treaty  that 
B  might  not  as  well  have  made  at  Calcutta?  Is  there  an 
rtide  that  he  bi^oke  (for  he  broke  them  all),  that  he  could 
lot  have  broken  at  Calcutta  ?  So  that  whether  pledging  or 
leaking  the  faith  of  the  Company,  he  might  have  done  both 
t  mther  without  ever  stirring  from  the  presidency. 

I  can  conceive  a  necessity  so  urgent  as  to  supersede  all 

'       ;  but  I  have  no  conception  of  a  necessity  thnt  can  re- 

B  two  governors-general,  each  forming  separately  a  sw- 

le  council.     Nay,  to  bring  the  point  home  to  him, — if  he 

a  mind  to  make  Cheit  Sing  to  pay  a  fine,  as  he  called  it, 

he  could  have  made  him  do  that  at  Calcutta,  as  well  as  at 

Benares.     He  had  before  contrived  to  make  him  pay  all  the 

extra  demanj^  that  were  imposed  upon  him ;   and  he  well 

_  knew  that  bg  could  send  Colonel  Camac,  or  somebody  elsej 


to  Benares,  wnLh  a  body  of  troops  to  enforce  the  payment. 
Why  then  did  he  go  to  try  experimenta  there  in  hia  own 
person  ?  For  this  plain  reason  ; — that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  put  auch  sums  in  hia  own  pocket  asbe  thought  fit.  It 'was 
uot  and  could  not  be  for  any  other  purpose  ;  and  I  defy  the 
wit  of  man  to  find  out  any  other. 

He  Bays,  my  lords,  that  Cheit  Sing  might  have  reaiated,  and 
that  if  he  had  not  been  there,  the  Eajah  might  have  fled  with 
his  money,  or  raised  a  rebellion  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
pajTnent.  Why  then,  we  ask,  did  he  not  send  on  army  f 
We  ask,  whether  Mr.  Markham,  with  an  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Popham,  or  Mr.  Fowke,  or  any  other  reai- 
deut,  wasnot  much  more  Ijkely  to  exact  a  great  sum  of  money 
than  Mr.  Haatiogs  without  an  army  ?  My  lords,  the  answer 
must  be  in  the  a&mative ;  it  is  therefore  evident  that  no 
necessity  could  exist  for  bia  presence,  and  that  hia  preaenc* 
and  conduct  occasioned  bia  being  defeated  in  this  matter. 

We  find  this  man  armed  with  an  illegal  commission,  un- 
dertaking an  enterprise  which  he  has  since  aaid  was  perilous ; 
which  proved  to  be  perilous,  and  in  which,  as  he  baa  told  ua 
himself  the  existence  of  the  British  empire  in  India  was  in- 
volved. The  talisman  (your  lordahipa  will  remember  his  use 
of  the  word),  that  charm  which  kept  aO  India  in  order,  which 
kept  mighty  and  warlike  nations  under  the  government  of  a 
few  Engliahmen,  would,  1  verily  beKeve,  have  been  broken 
for  ever,  if  he,  or  any  other  governor-general,  good  or  bad, 
had  been  killed.  Infinite  misehiefa  would  have  followed  such 
an  event.  The  situation  in  which  he  placed  himself  by  his 
own  misconduct  waa  pregnant  with  danger ;  and  he  put 
liimaelf  in  the  way  of  that  danger,  without  having  any  armed 
force  worth  mentioning,  although  he  baa  acknowledged  that 
Cheit  Sing  bad  then  an  immense  force.  In  fact,  the  demand 
of  two  tbouaand  cavalry  proves  that  be  considered  the  Hajah's 
array  to  he  formidable;  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  with  four 
companies  of  aepoya,  poorly  armed  and  iU -provisioned,  he 
wont  to  invade  that  fine  country,  and  to  force  from  its  sove- 
reign a  sum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which  he  bad  reason 
to  think  would  be  resisted.  He  thus  rashly  hazarded  hia  owb 
being,  and  the  being  of  all  hia  people. 

But,  aaya  he,  "  I  did  not  imagine  the  Eajah  intended  to  go 
into  rebellioD,andthereforeweiitnnarme6-"     Why  tbenwaa 


I  presence  necessary  ?  vhy  did  he  not  send  an  order  frmji 
Icutta  for  the  pajment  of  the  money  ?  But  what  did  he 
when  he  got  there  ?  "I  was  alarmed,"  says  he,  "  for  tlip 
Eajah  Burtounded  my  budgerow  with  two  thousand  men — 
that  indicated  a  hostile  disposition."  "Well,  if  he  did  bo,  what 
precaution  did  Mr.  Hastinga  take  for  his  own  ssfetj  ?  "Why 
none,  my  lords,  none  ;  he  must  therefore  have  been  either  » 
madman,  a  fool,  or  a  determined  declarer  of  ialsehood.  Either 
he  thought  there  was  no  danger,  and  therefore  no  occasion  for 
providing  against  it,  or  lie  was  the  worst  of  governors ;  the 
most  cnlpahly  improvident  of  his  personal  safety,  of  the 
lires  of  his  oiScers  and  men,  nnd  of  his  country's  honour. 

The  demand  of  £500,000  was  a  thing  likely  to  irritate  the 
Sfljah  and  to  create  resistance.  In  fact  he  confesses  this. 
Mr.  Markbam  and  he  had  a  disconrse  upon  that  Bubject.and 
E^rced  to  arrest  the  Hajah,  because  they  thought  the  enforcing 
thie  demand  might  drive  him  to  his  forta,  and  ejcite  a  rebel- 
lion in  the  country.  He  therefore  knew  there  was  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this  act  of  violence  ;  and  yet,  knowing 
this,  he  Bent  one  unarmed  resident  to  give  the  orders,  and 
four  unarmed  companies  of  sepoyB  to  support  him.  He  pro- 
vokes the  people  ;  he  goada  them  with  every  kind  of  insult, 
added  to  every  kind  of  injury,  and  then  niBhes  into  the  vary 
jaws  of  danger,  provoking  a  formidable  foe  by  the  display  of 
a  puny,  insignificant  force. 

In  eipectation  of  danger,  he  seized  the  person  of  the  Bajah, 
and  he  pretends  that  the  Eajah  suffered  no  disgrace  from  his 
arrest.  But,  my  lords,  we  have  proved  what  was  stated  by 
the  Sajah,  and  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  to  im- 
prison a  person  of  elevated  station,  in  that  country,  is  to  sub- 
ject him  to  the  highest  dishonour  and  disgrace ;  and  would 
make  the  person  ho  imprisoned  utterly  unlit  to  eiecute  the 
functions  of  government  ever  after, 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  lordships  a  transaction  which 
is  worse  than  hia  wantonly  playing  with  the  safety  of  the 
Company,  worse  than  hia  exacting  sums  of  money  by  fraud 
and  violence.  My  lords,  the  history  of  this  transaction  must 
be  prefaced  by  aescribing  to  your  lordships  the  duty  and 
privileges  attached  to  the  office  of  naib.  A  naib  ia  an  officer 
■well  known  in  India,  as  tho  administrator  of  the  afl'airsof  any 
(nremment,  whenever  the  authority  of  the  regular  holder  ii 


38  BPKECtt  IN   THE   IMPEACHMENT  OF 

suspended.  But  although  the  naib  acta  only  a&  a  deputy', 
yet,  when  the  power  of  the  principal  ia  totally  euperaeded,  as 
by  imprisonment  or  otherwise,  and  that  of  the  naib  ia  aubati- 
tuted,  he  becomes  the  actual  sovereign,  and  the  principal  is 
reduced  to  a  mere  penaioner.  I  am  now  to  show  your  lord- 
ahipa  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appointed  as  naib  to  the  government 
of  the  country,  after  ho  had  impriaoned  the  Eajah. 

Cheit  Sing  had  given  him  to  underataDd  through  Mr. 
Morkhani,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  design  of  suspending 
him,  and  of  placing  bia  government  in  the  hands  of  a  uaib 
whom  he  greatly  dreaded.  This  person  was  I'alled  Oossaim 
Sing ;  he  was  a  remote  relation  of  the  family,  and  an  object 
of- their  peculiar  suspicion  and  terror.  The  moment  Oheit 
King  was  arrested,  he  found  that  his  prophetic  soul  apoke 
truly;  for  Mr.  Hastings  actually  appointed  this  very  man  to 
he  his  master.  And  who  was  this  man  ?  We  are  told  by 
Mr.  Markham,  in  his  evidence  here,  that  be  w^  a  man  who 
had  dishonoured  his  family  ;  he  was  the  disgrace  of  his  house; 
that  be  was  a  person  who  could  not  be  trusted;  and  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  giving  Mr.  Markham  full  power  afterwards  to 
appoint  naiba,  e.tpressly  excepted  this  Oosaaun  Sing  from  all 
trust  whatever,  aa  a  person  totally  unworthy  of  it.  Xet  tbia 
Oossaun  Sing,  the  disgrace  and  calamity  of  hia  family,  an 
incestuoua  adulterer,  and  a  supposed  issue  of  a  guilty  con- 
nection, was  declared  naib.  Tea,  my  lorda,  this  degraded, 
this  wicked,  and  flagitious  character,  the  Eajah'a  avowed 
enemy,  was,  in  order  to  heighten  the  Eajah's  diagrace,  to  em- 
bitter his  ruin,  to  make  destructionitself  dishonourable  as  well 
as  destructive,  appointed  this  naib.  Thus  when  I^Ir.  East- 
ings had  imprisoned  the  Eajah  in  the  face  of  bia  subjects,  aud 
in  the  face  of  all  India,  without  fixing  any  term  for  the  dura- 
tion of  hia  imprisonment,  he  delivered  up  the  country  to  a 
man  whom  he  knew  to  be  utterly  undeserving ;  a  man 
whom  he  kept  in  view  for  the  purpose  of  frightening  the 
Kajah,  and  wnom  he  was  obliged  to  depose  on  account  of  bia 
misconduot,  almost  as  soon  as  he  had  named  him,  and  to 
exclude  specially  from  all  kind  of  trust.  We  have  heard  of 
much  tyranny,  avarice,  and  insult  in  the  world,  but  aucb  an 
instance  of  tyranny,  avarice,  and  inault  combined  has  never 
before  been  exhibited. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  kst  scene  of  this  flagitious 
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^RkctioD.  "When  Mr.  Hastings  imprisoned  tha  Eajah,  he  did 
^^VQot  renew  hie  demand  for  tlie  £300,000  ;  but  he  exhibited  a 
^"  Mgular  chaise  of  varioua  pretended  dolinquencies  against  him, 
digested  into  heads,  and  he  called  on  him,  in  a  dilatorr,  ir- 
regular way  of  proceeding,  for  an  answer.  The  man,  under 
every  difficulty  and  every  diatvess,  gave  an  answer  to  every 
particular  of  the  charge,  as  exact  and  punctilious  as  could  have 
Deen  made  to  articles  of  impeachment  in  this  House. 

I  must  here  request  your  lordships  to  consider  the  order  of 
these  proceedings.  Mr.  Hastinge,  having  determined  upon 
the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  thia  unfortunate  prince,  en- 
deavoured by  the  arrest  of  hts  person,  by  a  contemptuous 
disregard  to  his  submissive  applications,  by  the  appointment 
of  &  deputy  who  was  personally  odious  to  him,  and  by  the 
terror  ot  still  greater  insults, — he  endeavoured,  T  say,  to  goad 
him  on  to  the  commission  of  some  actauf  resistance,  sufficient 
to  give  a  colour  of  justice  to  that  last  dreadiul  extremity  to 
which  he  had  reuolved  to  carry  his  malignant  rapacity.  1  ail- 
ing in  this  wicked  project,  and  studiously  avoiding  the  de- 
claffation  of  any  terms  upon  which  the  Bajah  might  redeem 
hitaself  from  these  violent  proceedings,  ho  next  declared  his 
intention  of  seizing  hia  forts,  the  depository  of  his  victim's 
nitonour,  and  of  the  means  of  his  subsistence.  He  required 
'm  to  deliver  up  hia  accounts  and  accountants,  together  with 
1  persons  who  were  acquainted  witli  the  particulars  of  his 
sffecta  and  treasures,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  tboso 
iffects  to  such  persons  as  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  chose  to  nomi- 

his  crisis  of  aggravated  insult  and  brutahty  that 
■the  indignation  which  these  proceedings  had  occasioned^  in 
the  breasts  of  the  Eajah's  subjects  burst  out  into  an  open 
flame.  The  Bajah  had  retired  to  the  last  refuge  of  the  at- 
fiicted,  to  ofi'er  up  prayers  to  his  Giod  and  our  &od,  when  a 
■rile  ehubdar  or  tipstaff  came  to  interrupt  and  insult  him. 
'""'b  alarmed  and  loyal  subjects  felt  for  a  beloved  sovereign 
it  deep  interest  wliich  we  should  al!  feel  if  our  sovereign 
re  BO  treated.  What  man  with  a  spark  of  loyalty  in  liia 
breaat,— what  man  regardful  of  the  honour  of  his  country, 
when  he  saw  his  sovereign  imprisoned,  and  so  notorious  a 
wretoh  appointed  his  deputy,  could  be  a  patient  witness  of 
■ncfa  wrongs  ?     The  subjects  of  this  unfortunate  prince  did 
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what  we  ehould  have  done ;  what  all  who  love  their  country, 
who  loTO  their  liberty,  who  love  their  laws,  who  love  theii 
property,  who  love  their  Bovereif,ii,  would  have  done  on  such 
an  occasion.  They  looked  upou  liim  as  their  sovereign,  al> 
though  degraded.  They  were  unaeq^uainted  with  any  au- 
thority Buperior  to  hia,  and  the  phantom  of  tyranny  which 
performed  these  oppreasive  acta  was  unaccompanied  by  that 
force  which  juatifles  BuhmiBsion,  hy  affording  tlie  plea  of  ne- 
cessity. Xn  unseen  tyrant  and  four  miserable  companies  of 
sepoys  executed  all  the  horrible  things  that  we  have  men- 
tioned. The  spirit  of  the  Baiah's  subjects  waa  roused  by 
their  wrongs,  and  encouraged  by  the  contemptible  weakneas 
of  their  oppressors.  The  whole  country  roae  up  in  rebellion, 
itnd  Burely  in  justiliable  rebellion.  Every  writer  on  the  law 
of  nations, — every  man  that  haa  written,  thought,  or  felt 
upon  the  affairs  of  government,  must  write,  know,  think,  and 
feel,  that  a  people  so  cruelly  scourged  and  oppressed,  both 
in  the  person  oi  their  chief  and  ia  their  own  persons,  were 
iustified  in  their  resiataDce,  They  were  roused  to  vengeance, 
and  a  short  but  most  bloody  war  followed. 

We  charge  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  with  all  the  conse- 
quences of  this  war.  We  charge  him  with  the  murder  of  our 
sepoys,  whom  he  sent  unarmed  to  such  a  dangerous  enter- 
prise. We  cliargo  him  with  the  blood  of  every  man  that 
was  shed  in  that  place  ;  and  we  call  him,  as  we  have  called 
him,  a  tyrant,  an  oppressor,  and  a  murderer.  We  call  him 
murderer  in  the  largest  and  fullest  sense  of  the  word ;  be- 
cause he  was  the  cause  of  the  murder  of  our  English  officers 
and  sepoys,  whom  he  kept  unarmed  and  unacquainted  with 
the  danger  to  which  they  would  he  exposed  by  the  violence 
of  his  transactions.  He  sacrificed  to  his  own  nefarious  views 
every  one  of  those  lives,  aa  well  as  the  lives  of  the  innocent 
natives  of  Benares,  whom  he  designedly  drove  to  resistance 
by  the  weakness  of  the  force  opposed  to  them,  after  inciting 
them,  by  tyranny  and  insult,  to  that  display  of  affection  to- 
wards their  sovereign  which  is  the  duty  of  all  good  subjects. 

My  lords,  these  are  the  iniquities  which  we  have  charged 
upon  the  prisoner  at  your  bar ;  and  1  will  next  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  these  iniquities 
hove  been  pretended  to  be  justified.  You  will  perceive  a 
gtiMt  difference  in  the  manner  in  which  this  prisoner  is  tried^ 
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IBBd  of  which  he  bo  much  complains,  and  the  innnnei' in  which 
Be  dealt  with  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  oppresaion.  The 
latter  thus  openly  appea]3  to  his  accuser :  "  You  are,"  suya 
he,  "  upon  the  spot.  It  ia  happy  for  me  that  yon  are  so. 
Ton  can  new  inquire  into  my  conduct."  Did  Mr.  HastingB 
80  inquire  ?  No,  my  lords,  we  have  not  a  word  of  any  in- 
quiry i  he  even  found  fresh  matter  of  charee  in  the  answer 
of  the  Bajah  ;  although  if  there  is  any  fault  in  this  answer, 
itia  ita  estremely  humhle  and  submissive  tone.  If  there  was 
anything  faulty  in  hia  manner,  it  was  his  extreme  humility 
and  submission.  It  is  plain  he  would  liave  almost  submitted 
(o  anything.  He  olFered,  in  fact,  £220,000  to  redeem  him- 
self from  greater  suffering.  Surely  no  man  going  into  rebel- 
lion would  offer  £220,000  of  the  treasure  which  would  be  so 
essential  to  his  succesB ;  nor  would  any  goremment  that  was 
really  apprehensive  of  rebellion  call  upon  the  suspected  per- 
80a  to  arm  and  discipline  two  thousand  horse.  My  lords,  it 
is  evident  no  such  apprehensions  were  entertained;  nor  was 
any  such  charge  made  until  punishment  had  commenced.  A 
vague  accusation  was  then  brought  forward,  which  was  an- 
swered by  a  clear  and  a  natural  defence,  denying  some  parts 
of  the  charge,  evading  and  apologizing  for  others,  and  de- 
siring the  whole  to  be  inquired  into.  To  this  request  the 
auswei  of  the  Governor- General  was,  That  won't  do,  you 
shall  have  no  inquiries-  And  why  P  Because  I  have  arbi- 
—trary  power,  you  have  no  rights,  and  I  can  and  will  punish 
** — u  without  inquiry,  I  admit  that  if  his  will  is  the  law,  he 
f  take  the  charge  before  punishment,  or  the  punishment 
the  charge,  or  he  may  punish  without  making  any 
If  his  will  is  the  law,  oil  I  have  been  saying  amounts 
3  nothing.  But  I  have  endeavoured  to  let  your  lordships 
!,  that  in  no  country  upon  the  earth  is  tlie  will  of  a  despot 
It  may  produce  wicked,  flagitious,  tyrannical  acta,  bur 
JO  iio  country  is  it  law. 

The  duty  of  a  sovereign  in  cases  of  rebellion,  as  laid  down 
in  the  Hedaia,  agrees  with  the  general  practice  in  India,  It 
was  usual,  except  in  cases  of  notorious  injustice  and  opprcs- 
sioD,  whenever  a  rebellion  or  a  BUB]iie!(m  of  a  rebellion  ex- 
isted, to  admonish  the  rebellious  party  nod  persuade  him  to 
return  to  his  duty.  Causes  of  comjJaint  were  removed  and 
uuaunderstandings  explained,  and,  to  save  the   effusion  of 
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blood,  severe  meaBures  were  Dot  adopted  imtil  they  were 
rendered  indispeii sable.  This  wise  and  provident  law  is  or 
ought  to  be  the  law  in  all  coimtries  ;  it  waa,  in  fact,  the  law 
in  that  country,  but  Mr.  Haatiuga  did  not  attend  to  it.  His 
unfortunate  victim  was  goaded  to  revolt  and  driven  from  his 
subjects,  although  he  endeavoured  by  message  after  message 
to  reconcile  thie  cruel  tyrant  to  him.  He  is  told  ia  reply, 
Ton  have  shed  the  blood  of  Engliahmen,  and  I  will  never  be 
reconciled  to  you.  Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  rea- 
son he  gives  for  such  an  infernal  determination  (for  it  cannot 
be  justly  qualified  by  any  other  word)  is  of  a  nature  to  make 
tyranny  the  very  foundation  of  our  government.  I  do  not 
say  here  upon  what  occasion  people  may  or  may  not  resist ; 
but  surely,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  on  which  people, 
from  love  to  their  sovereign  and  regard  to  their  country, 
might  taie  up  arms,  it  was  this.  Ibey  saw  a  tyrant  violent 
in  his  demands,  and  weak  in  his  power.  They  saw  their 
prince  imprisoned  and  insulted,  after  he  had  made  every  offer 
of  submission,  and  had  laid  his  turban  three  times  in  the  lap 
of  his  oppressor.  They  saw  him,  instead  of  availing  himself 
of  the  means  he  possessed  of  cutting  off  hia  adversary  (for 
the  life  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  entirely  in  hia  power),  betakmg 
himself  to  flight.  They  then  thronged  round  him,  took  up 
arms  in  his  defence,  and  shed  the  blood  of  some  of  his  insult- 
ers.  Is  this  resistance,  so  escited,  so  provoked,  a  plea  for 
irreconcilable  vengeance  P 

I  must  beg  pardon  for  having  omitted  to  lay  before  your 
lordships,  in  its  proper  place,  a  most  estraordinary  paper 
which  will  show  you  in  what  manner  judicial  inquiries  are 
conducted,  upon  what  grounds  charges  are  made,  by  what 
sort  of  evidence  they  are  supported,  and,  in  short,  to  what 
perils  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men  are  subjected  in  that 
country.  This  paper  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  1608. 
It  was  given  in  agreeably  to  retrograde  order  which  they 
have  established  in  their  judicial  proceedings.  It  was  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  truth  of  a  charge  of  rebellion,  which  waa 
made  some  months  before  the  paper  in  evidence  was  known 
to  the  accuser. 

"  To  the  Honoumhle  Warren  Hastings.  Sir,— About  the 
month  of  November  last,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Markham 
the  mbattnce  of  a  conversation  said  to  have  passed  between 
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Bajiih  Clieit  Sing  and  Saadut  Ally,  and  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  a  peraou  in  whom  I  had  aome  coofideuoe.  The 
mode  of  communicating  this  intelligence  to  you  I  left  en- 
tirely to  Mr.  Markhan.  In  this  conversation,  which  was 
private,  the  Kajah  and  Saadut  Ally  were  said  to  have  talked 
of  Hyder  Ally  a  victory  over  Colonel  BailUe's  detachment ; 
to  have  agreed  that  they  ought  to  seize  this  opportunity  of 
oonaulting  their  own  interest,  and  to  have  determined  to 
watch  the  eucceas  of  Hyder's  arms.  Some  days  after  this 
oonversation  was  eaid  to  have  happened,  1  was  informed  by 
the  same  person,  that  tte  Eajah  had  received  a  message  from 
one  of  the  beguma  at  Fyzabad  (I  think  it  was  from  Sujab  u) 
Dowlah'B  widow),  advising  him  not  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  government,  and  encouraging  him  to  expect  support 
in  ease  of  his  resisting,  Thia  also,  I  believe,  I  communicated 
fo  Mr.  Markham.but,  not  being  perfectly  certain,  I  now  think 
it  my  duty  to  remove  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  a  circumstftuco  which  may  not  be  unconnected 
with  the  present  conduct  of  the  Eajah." 

Here  then  is  evidence  of  evidence  given  to  Mr.  Markham 
'W  Mr.  Balfour,  from  Lucknow,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1781,  long  after  the  transaction  at  Benares.  But  what  was 
thia  evidence?  I  communicate,  he  say  a,  the  subject  of  "a 
conversation  said  to  have  passed."  Observe,  said,  not  a 
converBation  that  had  passed  to  his  knowledge  or  recollec- 
tion, but  what  his  informant  said  bad  passed.  Ho  adds, 
this  conversation  was  reported  to  hiic  by  a  person  whom  he 
won't  name,  but  in  whom,  he  says,  he  had  some  confidence. 
This  anonymous  person,  in  whom  he  had  put  some  confi- 
ice,  was  not  himself  present  at  the  conversation.  He  only 
_  orts  to  him,  that  it  was  said  by  somebody  else  that  such 
conversation  had  taken  place.  Thia  conversation,  which 
nnebody  told  Colonel  Balfour  he  bad  heard  was  said  by 
'fcomebody  to  have  taken  place,  if  true,  related  to  matters  of 
great  importance ;  still  the  mode  of  its  communication  was 
left  to  Mj,  Markham,  and  that  gentleman  did  not  bring  it  for- 
ward till  some  months  after.  Colonel  Balfour  proceeds  to 
Bay :  "  Some  days  after  this  conversation  was  said  to  have 
happened  "  (your  lordships  will  observe,  it  is  always,  '  waa 
Bud  to  have  happened'),  "I  was  informed  by  the  same  person 
t^t  the  Bajiih  had  received  a  message  from  one  of  tlie  be* 
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gums  at  Fyzabad  (I  think  it  vae  from  Sujah  «1  Dowlah'^ 
widow),  adviBing  him  not  to  comply  with  th«  demands  o' 
government,  and  encouraging  him  to  espect  support  in  case 
of  his  resisting."  He  next  adds,  "  this  also  I  believe  " 
(observe,  he  aaya  he  is  not  quite  sure  of  it)  "I  commiini- 
cated  to  Mr.  Markham,  but,  not  being  perfectly  certain  "  (of 
a  matter  the  immediate  knowledge  of  which,  if  true,  waa  of 
the  highest  importance  to  his  country),  "  I  now  think  it  my 
duty  to  remove  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  unacquaint- 
ed with  a  circumstance  which  may  not  be  noconiieeted  with 
the  present  conduct  of  the  Eajah." 

Here  is  a  man  that  comes  with  information  long  after  the 
fact  deposed  to,  and  after  having  left  to  another  the  commu- 
nication of  his  intelligence  to  the  proper  authority,  thnt  other 
neglects  the  matter.  No  letter  of  Mr.  Markham'a  appears, 
comnnmieating  any  such  conversation  to  Mr.  Hastings :  and 
indeed  why  he  did  not  do  so  must  appear  very  obvious  to 
your  lordships,  for  a  more  contemptible,  riiiiculons,  and  ab- 
surd story  never  was  invented.  Does  Mr.  Balfour  come 
forward  and  tell  him  who  his  informant  was  ?  No.  Does 
be  say,  he  was  an  informant  whom  I  dare  not  name,  upon 
account  of  his  great  consequence  and  the  great  confidence 
I  had  in  him  ?  No.  He  only  says,  slightly,  "  I  have  some 
confidence  in  him."  It  is  upon  this  evidence  of  a  reporter 
of  what  another  is  said  to  have  gaid,  that  Mr,  Hastings  and 
his  council  rely  for  proof,  and  have  thought  proper  to  charge 
the  Eajah  with  having  conceived  rebellious  designs,  soon  after 
the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  declared  his  belief  that  no 
such  designs  had  been  formed. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  done  with  his  charge  of  rebellion  what 
!  did  with  bis  declaration  of  arbitrary  power;  after  he  had 
vomited  it  up  in  one  place,  he  returns  to  it  in  another.  He 
here  declares  (after  he  had  recorded  his  belief  that  no  rebel- 
lion was  ever  intended)  that  Mr.  Markhain  was  in  possession 
of  information  which  he  might  have  believed,  if  it  had  been 
communicated  to  him.  G-ood  Heavens !  When  you  review 
nil  these  circurafltancee,  and  consider  the  principles  upon 
ifliieh  this  man  was  tried  and  punished,  wiist  must  you 
"f  the  miserable  situation  of  persons  of  the  highest 
it  country,  under  the  government  of  men  who 
to  disgrace  and  ruin  them  in  this  iniquitirM 
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Mr.  Balfour  ia  in  Europe,  I  believe.     How  cornea  it  tliat 

Bibfi  ia  not  produced  berc  to  tell  your  iordshipa  who  was  Lie 

^pformer,  and  what  he  knows  of  the  transat'tion  ?     Thev  hsTe 

tpot  produced  bim,  but  have  thought  lit  to  rely  upon  tbia 

'aemble,  beggarly  Bemblance  of  evidenue,  the  very  produc- 

n  of  w'bich  was  a  crisie,  when  brought  forward  for  the 

Diupoae  of  giving  colour  to  acts  of  mjustice  and  oppression. 

f  you  aak,  who  is  this  Mr.  Balfour?     He  is  a  person  who 

■X  a  miUtary  collector  of  revenue  in  the  province  of  Bohil 

ind ;  a  country  now  ruined  and  desolated,  but  once  the 

garden  of  the  world.     It  was  from  the  depth  of  that  horrible 

devastating  systeni  that  he  gave  this  ridiculous,  contemptible 

evidence,  which  if  it  can  be  eqiiulled,  I  shall  admit  that 

there  is  not  one  word  we  have  said  that  you  ought  to 

attend  to. 

Your  lordships  are  now  enabled  to  snm  up  the  amount 
and  estimate  the  result  of  all  this  iniquity.  The  Bajah  him- 
self is  punished,  he  is  ruined  and  undone,  but  the  £500,000 
is  not  gained.  He  has  iled  his  country,  but  he  carried  his 
treasures  with  him.  His  forts  are  taken  possession  of,  but 
there  was  nothing  found  in  them.  It  is  the  report  of  the 
country,  and  is  so  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  carried 
away  with  him,  in  gold  and  silver,  to  the  value  of  about 
£400,000:  and  thus  that  sum  was  totally  lost,  even  as  an 
object  of  plunder,  to  the  Company.  The  author  of  the  niis- 
ehief  lost  his  favourite  object  by  his  cruelty  and  violence. 
If  Mr.  Hastings  had  listened  to  Cheit  Sing  at  first ;  if  he  had 
answered  hia  letters,  and  dealt  civilly  with  him ;  if  he  had 
endeavoured  afterwards  to  compromise  matters ;  if  he  had 
told  him  what  hia  demands  were ;  if,  even  after  the  rebel- 
lion had  broken  out,  he  had  demanded  and  exacted  a  fine  ; 
lie  Company  would  have  gained  £220,000  at  least,  and  per- 
haps a  much  larger  sum,  without  difficulty.  They  would 
not  then  have  had  £400,000  carried  out  of  the  country  by 
a  tributary  chief,  to  become,  as  we  know  that  sum  has  be- 
come, the  plunder  of  the  Mahrattas  and  our  other  enemies. 
I  state  to  you  the  account  of  the  profit  and  loss  of  tyrauny  ; 
take  it  as  an  account  of  profit  and  lose  :  forget  the  morality, 
forget  the  law,  foi^t  tlio  policy ;  take  it,  I  say,  as  a  matter  oi 

EAtaodlosH,     Mr.  Hastings  lost  the  subsidy;  Mr.Hastiug* 
t  the  £^S0,000  which  was  offered  him,  and  more  that 
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be  aiiglit  haye  got.  Mr.  HaatingB  lost  it  all,  and  the  Com- 
pany lost  the  £400,000  which  he  meant  to  esact.  It  waa 
carried  from  the  British  dominiona,  to  enrich  its  enemies  for 

This  man,  my  lords,  has  not  only  acted  thuB  vindictively 
himself,  but  he  has  avowed  the  principle  of  revenge  as  a 
general  rule  of  policy  connected  with  tJie  security  of  the 
Britiah  government  in  India.  He  baa  dared  to  declare,  that 
if  a  native  once  drawa  hia  sword  he  is  not  to  he  pardoned; 
that  you  never  are  to  forgive  any  man  who  has  killed  an 
English  soldier.  Ton  are  to  be  implacable  and  resentful ; 
oai  there  ia  no  masim  of  tyrants  which,  upon  account  of 
the  supposed  weakneas  of  your  government,  you  are  not  to 

Suraue.  Was  this  the  conduct  of  the  Mogul  conquerors  of 
ndia  ?  and  must  this  necessarily  be  the  policy  of  their  Chris- 
tian successors  ?  I  pledge  myself  if  coUed  npon,  to  prove 
the  contrary.  I  pledge  myself  to  produce,  in  the  history 
if  the  Mogul  empu-e,  a  series  of  pardons  and  amnesties  for 
rebellions,  from  its  earlieat  establishments,  and  in  its  moat 
distant  provinces. 

I  need  not  state  to  your  lordships  what  you  know  to  be 
the  true  principles  of  Britiah  policy  in  martera  of  this  nature. 
When  there  has  been  provocation,  you  ought  to  be  ready  to 
listen  to  terms  of  reconciliation,  even  after  war  has  been 
made.  This  you  ought  to  do,  to  show  that  you  are  placable  j 
Buch  policy  as  this  would  doubtleaa  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
and  advantage  to  you.  Look  to  the  case  of  Sujah  Bowlah ; 
you  had,  in  the  cauae  of  a  war  with  him,  driven  him  from 
Lis  country ;  you  had  not  left  him  in  possession  of  a  foot  of 
earth  in  the  world.  The  Mogul  was  his  sovereign,  aud,  by 
hia  authority,  it  was  in  your  power  to  dispose  of  the  vizier- 
ate  and  of  every  office  of  atate  whicli  Sujah  Dowlah  held 
under  the  emperor ;  for  he  hated  him  mortally,  and  was  de- 
sirous of  dispossessing  him  of  everything.  What  did  you 
do  P  Though  he  had  shed  much  English  blood,  you  re- 
established him  in  all  his  power ;  you  gave  him  more  than  be 
before  posseased,  and  you  had  no  reason  to  repent  your  gen- 
erosity. Tour  magnanimity  and  justice  proved  to  be  the 
best  policy,  and  was  the  subject  of  admiration  from  one  end 
of  India  to  the  other.  But  JVlr.  Hastings  had  otiier  maxima 
t  and  other  priudpleB.   Ton  are  weak,  be  says,  and  therefgra 


^ou  ougbt  never  to  forgive.  Indeed,  Mr.  UaaliDgB  oeYer 
does  forgive.  The  Kajali  wns  weak,  and  he  persecuted  tim  ; 
Mr.  Hastinga  was  weak,  and  he  lost  his  prey.  He  went  up 
the  couutrj  with  the  rapacity,  but  not  with  the  taloua  and 
beak,  of  a  vulture.  He  went  to  look  for  plunder,  but  he 
was  himBelf  plundered,  the  country  was  ravaged,  and  the 
prey  escaned. 

After  tne  escape  of  Cheit  Sing,  there  still  existed  in  one 
comer  of  the  couotry  Bome  further  food  for  Mr.  Kastinga's 
rupaeity.  There  was  a  place  called  Bidjigur,  one  of  thoee 
forts  whicb  Mr.  HaatingB  declared  couid  not  be  safely  left 
in  the  poBBeBsiou  of  the  Uajah ;  measures  were  therefore  taken 
to  obtain  possession  of  this  place,  soon  after  tlie  Sight  of  itti 
unfortunate  proprietor.  And  what  did  he  Und  in  it  P  A 
great  and  powernd  garrison  ?  No,  my  lords  ;  he  foiiod  in  it 
the  wives  and  family  of  the  Eajah  ;  he  found  it  inhabited  by 
two  hundred  women,  and  defended  by  a  garrison  of  eunuchs 
and  a  few  feeble  militia  men.  This  fortress  was  supposed 
by  him  to  contain  some  money,  which  he  hoped  to  lay  hold 
of,  when  all  other  means  of  rapacity  had  escaped  him.  He 
Grst  sends  (and  yon  have  it  on  your  minutes)  a  moat  cruel, 
most  atrocious,  and  most  insulting  message  to  these  unfor- 
tunate women ;  one  of  whom,  a  principal  personage  of  the 
family,  we  find  him  in  the  subsequent  negotiation  scandaliz- 
ing in  one  minute,  and  declaring  to  be  a  women  of  respecta- 
ble character  in  the  next ;  treating  her  by  turns  as  a  prosti- 
tute and  B8  an  amiable  woman,  as  best  suited  the  purposes  of 
the  hour.  This  woman,  with  two  hundred  of  her  sex,  ha 
found  in  Bidjigur,  "Whatever  money  they  had  was  their 
.own.  property,  and  as  auch  Cheit  Sing,  who  had  viaited  the 
" '  ce  before  bis  flight,  had  left  it  for  their  support,  thinking 
it  it  would  be  aecure  to  them  as  their  property,  because 

3  persons  wholly  void  of  guilt,  aa  they  must  needs 

a.  This  money  the  Eajah  might  have  carried  off 
with  him  ;  but  he  left  it  them,  and  we  muat  presume  that  it 
waa  their  property ;  and  no  attempt  was  ever  made  bv  Mr. 
HaatingB  to  prove  otherwise.  They  had  no  other  property 
that  could  be  found.  It  was  the  only  means  of  aubHistence 
for  themselves,  their  children,  their  domestics,  and  depend- 
ants, and  for  the  whole  female  part  of  that  once  itlustrioua 
and  next  to  foyal  family. 
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nub  to  procefd.  A  detaslimeDt  of  eoldiers  was  scat  to 
peize  the  torta ;  soldiers  are  habitually  men  of  some  gener- 
osity ;  even  when  they  are  acting  in  a  bad  cause  they  do  not 
wholly  lose  the  military  Bpirit.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  fearing 
that  they  might  not  be  animated  with  the  same  iuat  of  plun- 
der aa  himaeff,  stimulated  them  to  demand  the  plunder  of  the 
Elace;  and  espreaaea  his  hopes  that  no  composition  would 
e  made  with  these  women,  and  that  not  one  Bhilliag  of  the 
booty  would  be  allowed  them.  He  does  not  trust  to  their 
acting  aa  soldiers  who  have  their  fortunes  to  make,  but  he 
stimulates  and  urgea  them  not  to  give  way  to  the  generous 
passions  and  feelings  of  men. 

He  thus  writes  from  Benares,  the  22nd  of  October,  1781, 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning — "  I  am  thia  instant  favoured  with 
yours  of  yesterday ;  mine  to  you  of  the  same  date  has  before 
this  time  acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentimenta 
respecting  t)ie  Baunee.  I  think  every  demand  she  haa  made 
to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and  respect  for  her  person,  is 
unreasonable.  If  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your 
rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  negotiation  with  her,  would  soon 
iibtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I 
apprehend  that  she  will  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a, 
considerable  part  of  the  booty,  by  being  suiferod  to  retire 
without  esamination ;  but  thia  is  your  consideration,  and  not 
mine.  I  should  be  sorry  that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost 
any  part  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled, 
hut  t  cannot  make  any  objection,  as  you  must  be  the  best 
judge  of  the  espediency  of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the 
Jiaunee.  What  you  Lave  engaged  for  I  wiU  certainly  ratify ; 
but  as  to  permitting  the  Eaunee  to  hold  the  pergunnah  o( 
Kurteck,  or  any  other  in  the  zemindary,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  authority  of  the  zemindar ;  or  any  lauds  whatever, 
or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a  provision ;  I 
will  never  consent  to  it." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  principles  upon  which  this 
man  iuatifiea  his  conduct.  Here  his  real  nature,  character, 
and  ruapositton  break  out.  These  women  had  been  guilty  of 
no  rebellion.  He  never  charged  them  with  any  crime  but 
that  of  having  wealth :  and  yet  yoQ  see  with  what  ferocity 
he.  pursues  everything  that  belonged  to  the  destined  objert 
of  iiu  cruel,  inhuman,  and  more  than  tragic  revenge.     I( 
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UBvt  he,  you  haye  made  an  agreement  with  theia,  and  w31 
insist  upon  it,  I  will  keep  it ;  but  if  you  have  not,  I  beseech 
you  not  to  make  any.  Do  n't  gjye  them  anything ;  suller  no 
Bti-pul&tions  whatever  of  a  prorieion  fur  them.  The  capiiula- 
tirai  I  will  ratify,  provided  it  contftina  no  article  of  futuri 
pRmmon  for  them :  thia  he  positively  forbad ;  so  tliat  his 
Uoodthirsty  vengeance  would  have  sent  out  these  two  hun- 
dred innocent  womeu  to  starve  naked  in  the  world. 

But  he  not  only  declares  that  the  money  found  in  the  fort 
IB  the  Holdiers' ;  he  adds,  that  he  should  be  sorry  if  they  lost 
a  shilling  of  it.  So  that  you  have  here  a  man  not  only  de- 
daring  that  the  money  was  theirs,  directlv  contrary  to  thi 


Compary's  positive  orders  upon  other  similar  occasions,  and 
ajler  be  had  himself  declared  that  prize-money  was  poisou  to 
soldiers;  but  directly  incitingth  em  to  insist  upon  theirrighttoit 
A  month  had  been  allowed  by  proclamation  for  the  sub- 
ion  of  all  persons  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  which  aub- 
ion  was  to  entitle  them,  to  indemnity.  But,  my  lords, 
■je  endeavoured  to  break  the  public  faith  with  these  women, 
by  inciting  the  soldiers  to  make  do  capitulation  with  them, 
and  thus  depriving  them  of  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation, 
by  preventing  their  voluntary  surrender. 
.  [Mr.  Burke  here  read  the  proclamation.] 

From  the  date  of  this  proclamation  it  appears  that  the  but- 
render  of  the  fort  was  clearly  within  the  time  given  to  those 
rho  had  been  guilty  of  the  moat  atrocious  acts  of  rebellion 
repair  to  their  homes  and  enjoy  an  indemnity.     These 
len  bad  never  quitted  their  homes,  nor  had  they  been 
_'ged  with  rebelhon,  and  yet  they  were  cruelly  excluded 
im  the  general  indemnity ;  and  after  the  army  had  taken 
nnconditional  possession  of  the  fort,  they  were  turned  out  of 
it,  and  ordered  to  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer, 
Major  Popham.     Thia  officer  had  received  irom  Mr.  Hast- 
ings a  power  to  rob  them,  a  power  to  plunder  them,  a  power 
to  dislribute  the  plunder,  but  no  power  to  give  them  any 
allowance,  nor  any  authority  even  to  receive  them. 

In  this  disgraceful  affair  the  soldiers  showed  a  generosity 
which  Mr.  Hastings  neither  showed  nor  would  have  suffered, 
if  he  could  have  prevented  it.  They  agreed  amongst  them- 
selvea  to  give  to  these  women  three  lacks  of  rupe«,  and  soma 
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trifle  more ;  aad  tLe  rest  waa  divided  as  a  prey  among  the 
army.  The  sum  found  in  the  fort  was  about  £238,000,  not 
the  Bmiilleat  part  of  which  was  in  any  way  proved  to  be  Cheit 
Siug'a  property,  or  the  property  of  any  person  but  the  un- 
fortunate women  who  were  tbund  in  the  poaaession  of  it. 

The  plunder  of  the  fort  being  thus  jnven  to  the  eoldiera, 
what  doea  ]VIr.  Hastings  nest  do  ?  lie  ia  astoniahed  and 
Btuptfied  to  find  so  much  unprofitable  violence ;  so  much  ty- 
rannj  and  so  Httlo  pecuniary  advantage ;  bo  much  bloodshed 
without  any  profit  to  the  Company.  He  therefore  breaks  his 
faith  with  the  soldiers  ;  declares  that,  having  no  right  to  the 
Jnouey,  they  must  refund  it  to  the  Company;  and,  on  their 
refusal,  he  inatituted  a  suit  against  them.  With  respect  to 
the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £30,000,  which  was  to  be  given 
to  those  women,  have  we  a  scrap  of  paper  to  prove  ita  pay- 
ment P  la  there  a  single  receipt  or  voucher  to  rerify  their 
having  received  one  sixpence  of  it  F  I  am  rather  inclmed  to 
think  that  they  did  receive  it,  or  some  part  of  it,  but  I  do  n't 
know  a  greater  crime  in  pubhc  ofBcers  than  to  have  no  kind 
of  vouchers  for  the  disposal  of  any  large  sums  of  money 
which  pass  through  theu:  hands )  but  this,  my  lords,  is  the 
great  nee  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government. 

I  have  briefly  taken  notice  of  the  claim  which  Mr.  Haat- 
inga  thought  proper  to  make,  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
to  the  treasure  fdund  in  the  fort  of  Bidjigui,  after  he  had 
instigated  the  army  to  claim  it  as  the  right  of  the  captors. 
Tour  lordahipa  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this 
strange  and  barefaced  inconsistency.  This  eicellent  Governor 
foresaw  that  he  would  have  a  bad  account  of  this  business  to 
give  to  the  contractors  in  Leadenhal]  Street,  who  eonaider 
laws,  religion,  morahty,  and  the  principlea  of  state  policy  of 
empires  as  mere  questions  of  proflt  and  loss.  Pinding  that 
he  had  dismal  accounts  to  give  of  great  sums  eipended  with- 
out any  returns,  he  had  recourse  to  the  only  eipedient  that 
waa  left  him.  He  had  broken  his  faith  with  the  ladies  in 
the  fort,  by  not  suffering  hia  officers  to  grant  them  that  in- 
demnity wniuh  his  proclamation  offered.  Then,  findii^  that 
the  soldiers  had  taken  him  at  his  word,  and  appropriated  the 
treasure  to  their  own  use,  he  next  broke  his  fiiith  with  them. 
A  constant  breach  of  faith  is  a  maxim  with  him.  He  claima 
the  treasure  for  the  Company,  and  institutes  a  suit 
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Hijah  Impey,  who  givea  the  money  to  the  Company,  and 
to  the  soldiers.  The  Boldiere  appeal ;  and  aince  the  bej 
ning  of  this  trial,  I  believe  even  very  lately,  it  has  been 
cided  by  the  coiineii  that  the  ietter  of  Mr.  Hastings  waa  i 
as  8ir  EUjab  Impey  pretended,  a,  mere  private  letter,  becaiiBe 
it  had  "  Dear  Sir"  in  it ;  but  a  public  order,  authorizing  the 
Boldiera  to  divide  the  money  among  themselves. 

Thus  £200,000  was  distributed  among  the  Boldiera  ; 
£400,000  was  taken  away  by  Cheit  Sing,  to  be  pillaged  by 
all  the  Company's  enemies  through  whose  countries  he 
psAsed ;  and  so  ended  one  of  the  great  sources  from  which 
this  great  financier  intended  to  supply  the  eiigencies  of  the 
Company,  and  recruit  their  exhausted  finances. 

By  this  proceeding,  my  lords,  the  national  honour  is  dis- 
graced ;  bU  the  rules  of  justice  ore  violated,  and  every  sanc- 
tion, human  and  divine,  trampled  upon.  We  have,  on  one 
aide,  a  countiy  ruined,  a  noble  family  destroyed,  a  rebellion 
rfflsed  by  outrage  and  quelled  by  bloodshed,  the  nntional  faith 
pledged  to  indemnity,  and  that  iudenmity  faithlessly  withheld 
&om  helpless,  defenceless  women ;  while  the  other  side  of  the 
picture  ia  equally  unfavourable.  The  East  India  Com^ny  have 
had  their  treasure  wasted,  their  credit  weakened,  their  honour 
polluted,  and  their  troops  employed  against  their  own  subjects, 
when  their  services  were  required  against  foreign  enemies. 

My  lords,  it  only  renmius  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  some  proceedings  of  the  prisoner,  re- 
Bpecting  the  revenue  of  Benares.  I  must  first  state  to  your 
lordships,  that  in  the  year  1780  he  made  a  demand  upon 
that  country,  which,  by  his  own  account,  if  it  hod  been 
complied  with,  would  only  have  left  £23,000  a  year  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Bajah  and  bia  family.  I  wish  to  have 
this  account  read,  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  observa- 
tionB  which  I  shall  have  to  make  to  your  lordships. 
[Here  the  account  was  read.] 

I  must  now  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Markhom 
and  Mr.  Hastings  have  stated  the  Bajah'a  net  revenue  at 
forty-six  lacks  ;  but  the  accounts  before  you  state  it  at  forty 
lacks  only.  Mr.  Hastings  had  himself  declared  that  he  did 
not  think  the  coimtry  could  safely  yield  more,  and  that  any 
attempt  to  eitraet  more  would  be  ri 
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Tour  lordships  \i-ill  observe,  that  the  first  of  these  CBti- 
matea  is  imaccompanied  with  any  document  whatever,  and 
that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  papers  of  receipt  and  the  arti- 
elea  of  account,  from  all  of  which  it  appears  that  tbe  coun- 
try never  yielded  more  than  forty  lacks  during  the  time  that 
Mr.  Hastings  had  it  in  his  possession  ;  and  you  may  be  sure 
he  squeezed  as  much  out  of  it  as  he  could.  Ke  had  his  ona 
residents ;  first  Mr,  Markbam,  then  Mr.  Fowke,  then  Mr. 
Grant ;  they  all  went  up  with  a  design  to  make  the  inort 
of  it.  They  endeavoured  to  do  so ;  but  they  never  could 
screw  it  up  to  more  than  forty  lacks,  by  all  the  violent  means 
which  they  employed.  The  ordinary  subsidy,  as  paid  at 
Calcutta  by  the  Eaiah,  amounted  to  twenty-two  lacks ;  and 
it  is  therefore  clearly  proved  by  this  paper  that  Mr.  Hast- 
tinga'a  demand  of  fif^  lacks  (£500,000),  joined  to  the  subsi- 
''  }  than  the  whole  revenue  which  tbe  countiy 


could  yield.  What  hoarded  treasures  the  Kajah  possessed, 
and  which  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  carried  off  with  him,  does 
not  appear.  That  it  was  any  considerable  sum,  is  more  than 
Mr.  Hastings  knows,  more  than  can  be  proved,  more  than 
is  probable.  He  had  not,  in  his  precipitate  flight,  any  means, 
1  think,  of  carrying  away  a  great  sum.  It  further  appears 
from  these  accounts  that,  after  the  payment  of  the  subsidy, 
there  would  ofily  have  been  left  £16,000  a  year  for  the 
support  of  the  Eajah's  family  and  establishments. 

Your  lordships  have  now  a  standard,  not  a  TisioDary  one, 
but  a  standard  verified  by  accurate  calculation  and  autnentio 
accounts.  Tou  may  now  fairly  estimate  the  avarice  and 
rapacity  of  this  man,  who  describes  countries  to  be  enor- 
mously rich,  in  order  that  he  may  be  justified  in  pillaging 
them.  But  however  insatiable  the  prisoner's  avarice  may  be, 
he  has  other  objects  in  view,  other  passions  rankling  in  Ms 
heart,  besides  the  lust  of  money.  He  was  not  ignorant,  and 
we  have  proved  it  by  his  own  confession,  that  hia  pretended 
expectation  of  benefit  to  the  Company  could  not  be  realized ; 
but  he  well  knew  that  by  enforcing  his  demands  he  should 
utterly  and  effectually  ruin  a  man  whom  he  mortally  hated 
and  abhorred ;  a  man  who  could  not,  by  any  sacriflces 
offered  to  the  avarice,  avert  the  cruelty  of  bis  implacable 
enemy. 

Ab  long  as  truth  remains,  as  long  aa  figures  stand,  aa  Ion; 
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rH  two  and  two  are  four,  ae  long  as  there  ia  mnthematieal 
■md  arithmetical  demonstration,  bo  long  shall  his  cruelty, 
wge,  ravage,  and  oppreaaion  retoain  evident  to  an  astonished 
paeteritf.  I  ahalr  undertake,  my  lords,  when  this  court 
meeta  again,  to  develope  the  consequences  of  this  wicked 
proceeding.  I  shall  then  show  you,  that  that  part  of  the  Ea- 
jah'e  family  which  he  left  behind  him,  and  which  Mr,  Haet- 
mga  pretended  to  take  under  his  protection,  was  alao  ruined, 
undone,  and  destroyed ;  and  that  the  once  beautiful  country 
of  Benares,  which  he  has  had  the  impudence  to  represent  aa 
r  j>eing  still  in  a  prosperoua  condition,  was  left  by  him  in  such 
fa>  state  as  would  move  pity  in  any  tyrant  in  the  world, 
cept  the  one  who  now  atands  before  you. 


TUESDAY.  San  JUNE,  1794. 
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(Mb.  Bitbee-) 

Mt  toBDB, — "We  are  called,  with  an  awful  voice,  to 
come  forth,  and  make  good  our  charge  against  the  prisoner 
At  your  bar  ;  hut  as  a  long  time  haa  elapaed  since  your  lord- 
ahips  beard  that  charge,  I  shall  take  the  libertv  of  requesting 
jny  worthy  feUow-manager  near  me  to  read  that  part  to 
four  lordahipa  which  I  am  just  now  going  to  observe  upon, 
'lat  you  may  he  the  better  able  to  apply  my  oheervationa  to 
'  "       if  the  charge. 


[Mr.  "Wyndham  reads.] 
"  That  the  aaid  Warren  Haatings,  having  aa  aforesaid  ei- 
*  jwlled  the  aaid  Cheit  Sing  from  his  dominions,  did,  of  his 
own  uBurped  authority,  and  without  any  communication  with, 
or  any  approbation  given  by,  the  other  membeca  of  the  coun- 
cil, nominate  and  appoint  Hajah  Mehipnerain  to  the  govem- 
ueat  of  the  provinces  of  Beiiarea,  and  did  appoint  his  father 
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Durbedgy  Sing  as  adminiBtrator  of  his  authority,  and  did 
giye  to  the  British  resident,  Mr.  Marliham,  a  controUJDg  au- 
thority over  both ;  and  did  further  abrogate  and  set  aside 
all  treatiea  and  agreements  which  subsisted  between  the 
states  of  Benorea  and  the  British  nation ;  and  did  arbitrarily 
and  tyrannically,  of  his  mere  authority,  raise  the  tribute  to 
the  Bum  of  £4tlO,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  did  further 
wantonly  and  illegaUy  impose  certain  oppressive  duties  upon 
goods  and  merchandise,  to  the  great  injury  of  trade  and  ruin 
of  the  province ;  and  did  further  dispose  of,  as  his  own,  the 
property  within  the  said  provincea,  by  granting  the  same,  or 
parte  thereof  in  pensions  to  such  persons  as  he  thought  fit. 

"  That  the  said  Warren  Eastings  did,  some  time  in  the 
year  17S2,  enter  into  a  chindestine  eorreapondenee  with  Wil- 
liam Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resident  at  Benares,  which 
said  Markham  had  been  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary  to  the  positive  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  said  Markham  did,  under  pretence  that  the 
new  excessive  rent  or  tribute  was  in  arrear,  and  that  the 
affairs  of  the  province  were  likely  to  fall  intc  cuafusioo, 
authorize  and  empower  bim,  by  his  own  private  authority, 
to  remove  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  from  his  office,  and  de- 
prive bim  of  bis  estate, 

"That  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  was,  by  the  private  orders 
and  authorities  given  by  the  said  Warreu  Hastings,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  representations  aforesaid,  violently  thrown 
into  prison,  and  cruelly  confined  therein,  under  the  pretence 
of  the  non-payment  ot  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  aforesaid. 

"  That  the  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing  and  the  Bajah  Mebip- 
nerain  did  pomtedly  accuse  the  said  Markham  of  being  the 
sole  cause  of  any  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  tribute  afore- 
said, and  did  offer  to  prove  the  uinocenqe  of  the  said  Dur- 
bedgy Sing,  and  also  to  prove  that  the  faults  ascribed  to  him 
were  solely  the  faults  of  the  said  Markham ;  yet  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  the  said 
representations,  nor  mate  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the 
same,  but  did  accuse  the  said  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing  and 
Eajah  aforesaid  of  gross  presumption  for  the  same ;  and 
listening  to  the  representation  of  the  person  accused  (namely, 
the  resident  MarBham),  did  continue  to  confine  the  said  Diii^ 
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^  Sing  in  prison,  and  did  invest  the  resident  Markiam 
irith  autbority  to  bestow  his  office  upon  wbomsoerer  he 
I*^ilea3ed.. 

"  That  the  aoid  Markham  did  bestow  the  said  office  of 
administrator  of  the  province  of  Benares  upon  a  person 
Darned  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who,  in  order  to  gratify  the  arbitrary 
demanda  of  the  said  Warren  Hustings,  was  obhged  greatlj 
to  distress  and  harass  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  said 
province. 

"That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sometime  in  the 
vvear  1784,  remove  the  said  Jagger  Deo  Sing  from  the  said 
^taffice,  under  pretence  of  certain  irregularities  and  oppreBBions, 
^Krhich  irregularities  and  oppreseione  are  solely  imputable  to 
Rum,  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

"  That  the  consequence  of  all  these  violent  changes  and 
arbitrary  acts  was  the  total  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  flight  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  said  Warren  Haat- 
inga  having  found  every  place  abandoned  at  bia  approach, 
even  by  the  officers  of  the  very  government  which  he  es- 
tablished ;  and  seeing  nothing  but  traces  of  devastation  in 
every  village,  the  province  ia  effect  without  a  government, 
the  adminiBtration  misconducted,  the  people  oppressed,  the 
trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in  danger  of  a  rapid  decline. 
"  All  which  destruction,  devastation,  oppreasioa,  and  ruin 
are  solely  imputable  to  the  above-mentioned  and  other  arhi- 
traiy,  illegal,  imjust,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  him,  the  said 

f  Warren  Hastings,  who,  by  all  and  every  one  of  the  same, 
iraa  and  ia  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours." 
[Mr.  Burke  proceeded.] 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  charge ;  and  you  are  now 
going  to  see  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  in  a  new  point  of  view. 
I  wifl  now  endeavour  to  display  him  in  his  character  of  a  le- 
gislator iaa  foreign  land  not  augmenting  the  territory, honour, 
.  and  power  of  GJreat  Britain,  and  bringing  the  acquisition  under 
the  dominion  of  law  and  liberty,  but  desolating  a  flourishing 
country,  that  to  all  intents  and  purpoHea  was  our  own ; — a 
country  which  we  had  conquered  from  freedom,  from  tran- 
quillity, order,  and  prosperity,  and  suboiitted,  through  bim,  to 
arbitrary  power,  misrule,  anarchy,  and  ruin.  We  now  see  the 
otiject  of  nis  corrupt  yengeance  utterly  destroyed,  his  family 


56  SPEECH   IK   TIIE   IMPEACUMEKT   OF 

driven  from  their  home,  his  people  hutchered,  his  wife  and 
all  the  feiaaies  of  his  family  robbed  and  diahononred  in  thetr 
persons,  iind  the  effects  which  husband  and  parents  had  laid 
up  in  store  for  the  Hubsistence  of  their  famihea,  all  the  savings 
ot  provident  economy,  distributed  amongst  a  rapacious  sol- 
diery. His  raaUce  is  rictorions.  He  haa  well  avenged,  in  the 
destruction  of  this  unfortunate  family,  the  Bajah'a  intended 
viait  to  General  Claverinf; ;  he  has  well  avenged  the  suspect- 
ed discovery  of  hia  bribe  to  Mr.  Francis.  "  Thou  hast  it  now. 
King,  Cawdor,  Glarais,  all," 

Let  us  see,  my  lords,  what  use  he  makes  of  this  power; 
how  he  justifies  the  bounty  of  fortune  bestowing  on  him  thia 
strange  and  anomalous  conquest.  Anoraaloua  I  call  it,  my 
lords,  because  it  waa  the  result  of  no  plan  in  the  cabinet,  no 
operation  in  the  field.  No  act  or  direction  proceeded  from 
him  the  responsible  chief,  except  the  merciless  orders  and  the 
grant  to  the  soldiery.  He  lay  skulking  and  trembhng  in  the 
fort  of  Chunar,  while  the  British  soldiery  entitled  themselves 
to  the  plunder  which  he  held  out  to  them.  Nevertheless,  my 
lords,  he  conquers ;  the  country  is  his  own ;  he  treats  it  as 
liis  own.  Let  us  therefore  see  how  this  successor  of  Tamer- 
lane, this  emulator  of  Ghingea  Khin,  governs  a  country  con- 
quered by  the  talents  and  courage  of  others,  without  assist- 
ance, guide,  direction,  or  counsel  given  by  himself. 

My  lords,  I  will  introduce  his  first  act  to  your  lordships' 
notice,  in  the  words  of  the  charge.  "  The  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did,  some  time  in  the  ^ear  17S2,  eater  into  a  clandestine 
correspondence  with  Wilham  Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resi- 
dent at  Benares,  which  said  Markham  had  been  by  him,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary 
to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors."  Thia  unjus- 
tifiable obtrusion,  this  illegal  appointment,  shows  you,  at  the 
very  outset,  that  he  defies  the  laws  of  his  country ;  moet  posi- 
tively and  pointedly  defies  them.  In  attempting  to  give  a 
reason  for  thia  defiance,  he  has  chosen  to  tell  a  branch  of  the 
legislature,  from  which  originated  the  act  which  wisely  and 
prudently  ordered  him  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  court 
of  directora,  that  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from  Benares,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  the  court,  on  political  grounds ;  "  be- 
cause," says  he,  "  I  thought  it  necessary  the  resident  there 
ahonldbeamanof  my  own  nomination  and  confidence.  1  avow 
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the  prioeiple,  aad  thiuk  no  govemmetit  can  subsist  witbout  it. 
The  pumshment  d{  the  Eiajah  made  uo  purt  of  my  design  in 
Mr.  Fowke's  removal  or  Mr.  Msrkham's  nppointineiit,  nor  was 
his  punishment  an  object  of  my  contemplatioii  at  the  time  I 
removed  Mr,  Fowke  to  appoint  Mr.  Markham  ;  an  appoint- 
ment  of  my  own  choice,  and  a  signal  to  notify  the  restoration 
of  mj  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed  Mr.  Fowke 
and  appointed  Mr.  Qraham  for  the  same  purpose." 

Here,  my  lords,  he  does  not  even  pretend  that  he  had  any 
view  whatever  in  this  appointment  of  Mr.  Markham,  hut  to 
defy  the  lawa  of  hia  country.  "  I  must,"  says  he,  "  have  a 
man  of  my  own  nomination,  because  it  is  a  signal  to  notify 
the  restoration  of  my  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed 
Mr.  Fowke  for  the  same  purpose." 

I  must  beg  your  lordships  to  keep  in  mind,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  observations  with  which  I  shall  trouble  you  have 
a  reference  to  the  prindpleg  upon  which  this  man  acts ;  and 
I  beseech  you  to  remember  always  that  you  have  before  you 
a  question  and  an  issue  of  law.  I  beseech  you  to  consider 
what  it  is  that  you  are  disposing  of ;  that  you  are  not  merely 
disposing  of  this  man  and  his  cause,  but  that  you  are  dis- 
posing of  the  laws  of  your  country. 

You,  my  lords,  have  made,  and  we  have  made,  an  act  of 
parliament  in  which  the  council  at  Calcutta  is  vested  with  a 
special  power,  distinctly  limited  and  defined.  He  says,  my 
authority  is  absolute.  I  defy  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, because  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  show  that  I  can  disre- 
gard them,  as  a  signal  of  my  own  authority.  He  supposes 
his  authority  gone  while  he  obeys  the  laws ;  but,  says  he, 
the  moment  I  got  rid  of  the  bonds  and  barriers  of  the  laws 
(as  if  there  had  been  some  act  of  violence  and  liaurpation 
that  had  deprived  him  of  his  rightful  powers) ,  I  was  restored 
to  my  own  authority.  "What  is  this  authority  to  which  ho 
is  restored  ?  Not  an  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  East 
India  Company ;  not  an  authority  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom.  It  is  neither  of  these,  but  the  authority  of 
"Warren  Hastings ;  an  inherent  divine  right,  I  suppose,  which 
he  has  thought  proper  to  claim  as  belongmg  to  himself;  some- 
thing independent  of  the  laws  ;  something  independent  of  tha 
eoiirt  of  mrectors;  something  independent  of  his  brethren 
uf  the  council.     It  is  "  my  own  authority." 
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And  what  is  the  signal  by  which  you  are  to  know  whef 
thifl  authority  is  restored  p  By  his  obedience  to  the  court  of 
directors  ?  by  tia  attention  to  tte  laws  of  hia  countiy  f  by 
Lis  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  No,  my  loniB,  no; 
the  notification  of  the  restoration  of  this  authority  ia  a  tbrmal 
disobedience  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  When 
yon  find  the  laws  of  the  land  trampled  upon,  and  their  ap- 
pointed authority  despised,  then  vou  may  be  sure  that  tbe 
authority  of  the  prisoner  is  reestablished. 

There  is,  niy  lords,  always  a  close  conneiion  between  vieeB 
of  every  description.  The  man  who  is  a  tyrant  would,  under 
some  other  circiunstances,  be  a  rebel ;  and  he  that  is  a  rebel 
would  become  a.  tyrant.  They  are  things  which  originally 
proceed  from  the  same  source.  They  owe  their  birth  to  the 
wild,  unbridled  lewdness  of  arbitntfy  power.  They  arise 
from  a  contempt  of  public  order,  and  of  the  laws  and  insti- 
tutions which  curb  mankind.  They  arise  fi«m  a  harsh,  cruel, 
and  ferocious  disposition,  impatient  of  the  rules  of  law,  order, 
and  morality:  and  accordingly,  as  their  relation  Taries,  the 
man  is  a  tyrant  if  a  superior,  a  rebel  if  an  inferior.  But  this 
man,  standing  in  a  middle  point  between  the  two  relations, 
the  superior  and  inferior,  declares  himself  at  once  both  a  re- 
bel and  a  tyrant.  We  therefore  naturally  expect,  that  when 
he  has  thrown  off  the  laws  of  hia  country  he  will  throw  off 
all  other  authority.  Accordingly,  in  defiMiee  of  that  author- 
ity  to  which  he  owes  his  situation,  he  nominates  Mr.  ]U^k- 
ham  to  the  residency  at  Benares,  and  therefore  every  act  of 
Mr.  Markham  is  hia.  He  ia  responsible, — doubly  responsible 
to  what  he  would  have  been  if  in  the  ordinary  course  of  of- 
'  tice  he  had  named  this  agent. 

Every  governor  ia  responsible  for  the  misdemeanoura  com- 
mitted under  his  legal  authority  tor  which  he  does  not  pun- 
ish the  dehnqueat ;  but  the  prisoner  is  doubly  responsible  in 
this  case,  because  he  assumed  an  illegal  authority,  which  can 
be  j  ustified  only,  it'  at  all,  by  the  good  resulting  from  the  aa- 
sumptioD. 

Having  now  chosen  his  principal  instrument,  and  hia  con- 
fidential and  sole  counsellor,  having  the  country  entirely  in 
his  hand,  and  every  obstacle  that  could  impede  his  course 
swept  out  the  arena,  what  does  be  do  under  these  auapidoua 
"     Tou  would  imagine,  that,  in  the  first  place, 
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I  fc  Would  have  sent  down  to  the  coiinril  at  Calcutta  a  general 
I  lieff  of  his  proceedings,  and  of  their  consequences,  together 
Wtli  a  complet*  statement  of  the  revenue ;  that  he  would 
iave  recommended  the  fittest  perBons  for  public  truBts,  with 
SDch  other  measures  as  he  might  judge  to  be  most  eBsential 
to  the  interest  and  honour  of  his  employers.  One  would  hare 
■Tunsgined  he  would  have  done  thia,  in  order  that  the  council 
Mid  the  court  of  directors  might  have  a  clear  view  of  the 
Irhole  existing  system,  before  he  attempted  to  make  a  per- 
l&Hneat  arrangement  for  the  administration  of  the  country. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  hia  proceedings  is  clandes- 
tinely conducted  ;  there  is  not  tbe  slightest  communication 
with,  the  council  upon  the  business,  till  he  had  determined 
and  settled  the  whole.  Thus  the  council  was  placed  in  a 
complete  dilemma,  either  to  confirm  all  his  wicked  and  arhi' 
trary  acta,  for  eoch  we  have  proved  them  to  be,  or  to  derange 
the  whole  administration  of  the  country  aeain,  and  to  make 
another  revolution,  aa  complete  and  dreafiul  as  that  which 
he  had  made. 

The  task  which  the  Govern  or- General  had  imposed  upon 
himself  was,  I  admit,  a  difficult  one;  but  those  who  pull 
down  important  ancient  eatabhshments,  who  wantonly  destroy 
modes  of  administration  and  public  institutions  under  which 
a  country  has  prospered,  are  the  most  mischievous,  and  there- 
fore the  wickedest,  of  men.  It  is  not  a  reverse  of  fortune,  it 
ie  not  the  fall  of  an  individual,  that  we  are  here  talking  of. 
We  are  indeed  sorry  for  Cheit  Sing  and  Durbedgy  Sing,  as 
we  should  be  sorry  for  any  individ^  under  simi&  circum- 
Btaoces. 

It  is  wisely  provided  in  the  constitution  of  our  heart  that 
we  should  interest  ourselves  in  the  fate  of  great  personages. 
They  are,  therefore,  made  everywhere  the  objects  of  tragedy, 
which  addresses  itself  directly  to  our  passions  and  our  feel- 
ings. And  why  ?  Because  men  of  great  place,  men  of  great 
rank,  men  of  great  hereditary  authority,  cannot  fall  without 
a  horrible  crash  upon  all  about  them.  Such  towers  cannot 
tumble  without  mining  their  dependent  cottages. 

The  prosperity  of  a  country  that  has  been  distressed  by  a 
revolution  which  haa  swept  off  ita  principal  men  cannot  be 
TeSatablished  without  eitreme  difficulty.  This  man  there- 
fore, who  wantonly  and  wickedly  destroyed  the  existing 
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goveniioent  of  Benarea  was  doubly  bound  to  use  all  possible 
care  and  caution  in  auppljing  the  losa  of  those  inatitutiona 
which  he  had  destroyed,  and  of  the  men  whom  he  had  driven 
into  eiile.  This,  I  say,  he  ought  to  have  done.  Let  ua  now 
see  what  he  really  did  do. 

He  set  out  by  dispoaing  of  all  the  property  of  the  covintry 
as  if  it  was  his  own.  He  first  confiscated  the  whole  estates 
of  the  Babooa,  the  great  nobihty  of  the  country,  to  the  amount 
of  six  Iftcka  of  rupees.  He  then  distributed  the  lands  and 
revenue  of  the  country  according  to  his  own  pleasure ;  and 
as  he  had  seized  the  lands  without  our  knowing  why  or 
wherefore,  so  the  portion  which  be  took  away  from  some 
persona  he  gave  to  others,  in  the  same  arbitrary  manner,  and 
without  any  assignable  reason. 

When  we  were  inquiring  what  jaghires  Mr.  Hastings  had 
thought  proper  to  grant,  we  found,  to  our  astonishment 
(though  it  is  natural  that  hia  mind  should  take  this  turn), 
that  he  endowed  several  charities  with  jaghirea.  He  gave  a 
jag  hire  to  some  Brahmins,  to  pray  forthe  perpetual  prosperity 
of  the  Company,  and  others  to  procure  the  prayers  of  the 
eame  class  of  men  for  himself.  1  do  not  blame  hia  Qentoo 
piety,  when  I  find  no  Christian  piety  in  the  man ;  let  him 
take  refuge  in  any  auperstition  he  pleases.  The'crime  we 
charge  is,  his  having  distributed  the  lands  of  others  at  his 
own  pleasure.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  piety,  from 
ostentation,  or  from  any  other  motive,  it  matters  not.  We 
contend  that  he  ought  not  to  have  distributed  such  land  at 
all ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  so ; — and  consequently,  the 
gift  of  a  single  acre  of  land,  by  his  own  private  will,  waa  ui 
act  of  robbery,  either  from  the  public  or  some  individual. 

When  he  liad  thus  disturbed  the  landed  property  of  Be- 
nares, and  distributed  it  according  to  his  own  will,  be 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  upon  a  person  to  govern 
the  country ;  and  of  this  person  he  himself  made  the  choice. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  people  could  have  lost,  even  by 
the  revolt  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  right  which  was  inherent  in 
them,  to  be  governed  by  the  lawful  successor  of  hia  femily. 
We  find,  however,  that  this  man,  by  hia  own  authority,  bv 
the  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  own  will  and  fancy,  did  think 
nroner  to  nominate  a  person  to  succeed  the  Eajah  who  had 
Bgal  claims  to  the  succession.    He  made  choice  :f  a  haj 
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about  nineteen  years  old  ;  and  he  eays  be  made  that  choice 
upon  the  principle  of  this  boy's  being  descended  from  Biil- 
want  8ing,  by  the  female  line.  But  ho  doea  not  pretend  to 
Bay  that  ne  waa  the  proper  and  natural  heir  to  Cneit  Sing  ; 
and  we  will  show  you  the  direct  contrary.  Indeed,  he  cou- 
fesflea  the  contrary  himself;  for  he  argues,  in  his  defence, 
that  when  a  new  Hystem  was  to  he  formed  with  the  auccessor 
of  Cheit  Sing,  who  was  not  his  heir,  each  succeasor  had  no 
daim  of  right. 

But  perhaps  the  want  of  right  was  supplied  by  the  capacity 
and  fitness  of  the  person  who  waa  chosen.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  does  or  can  for  one  moment  supersede  the  positive  right 
of  another  person;  hut  it  would  palliate  the  injustice  in 
some  degree.  Was  there  in  this  case  any  palliative  matter  ? 
Who  was  the  person  chosen  hy  Mr.  Hastings  to  succeed 
Cheit  Sing  ?  My  lords,  the  person  chosen  was  a  minor ,  for, 
we  find,  the  prisoner  at  your  har  immediately  proceeded  to 
appoint  him  a  guardian.  This  guardian  he  also  chose  by  his 
own  will  and  pleasure,  as  he  himself  declares,  without  refer- 
ring to  any  particular  claim  or  usage ;  without  callmg  the 
Pundits  to  instruct  him,  upon  whom,  by  the  Gentoo  laws, 
the  guardianship  devolved. 

I  admit,  that  in  selecting  a  guardian  he  did  not  in  one 
respeet  act  improperly,  for  he  chose  the  hoy's  father,  and  he 
could  not  have  chosen  a  better  guardian  for  his  person.  But 
for  the  administration  of  his  government,  ijualities  were  re- 
quired which  this  man  did  not  possess.  He  should  have 
Ghoaen  a  man  of  vigour,  capacity,  and  diligence;  a  man  fit 
to  meet  the  great  difficulties  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
was  to  be  placed. 

Mr.  Hastings,  my  lords,  plainly  tells  you  that  he  did  not 
think  the  man's  talents  to  be  estraordinary,  and  he  soon 
afterwards  says  that  he  had  a  great  many  incapacities.  He 
tells  you  that  he  has  a  doubt  whether  he  was  capable  of  real- 
izing those  hopes  of  revenue  which  he  (Mr.  Mastmgs)  had 
formed.  !Nor  can  this  be  matter  of  wonder,  when  wo  con- 
sider that  he  had  ruined  and  destroyed  the  ancient  system, 
the  whole  scheme  and  tenour  of  public  offices,  and  had  sub- 
stituted nothing  for  them  hut  his  own  arbitrary  will.  He 
had  formed  a  plan  of  an  entire  new  system,  in  which  the 
practical  detaUs  hod  no  reference  to  tbe  experJence  and  wis- 
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dum  of  past  ages.  He  did  not  talce  the  goTemment  as  he 
found  it ;  he  did  not  take  the  Bjatem  of  offices  as  it  was  ar- 
ranged to  his  hand  :  but  he  dm%d  to  make  the  wicked  and 
flagitioaa  eiperiment  which  I  have  stated ;  an  eiperiment 
upon  the  happiness  of  a  numerouB  people,  whose  property  he 
had  usurped  and  distributed  in  the  manner  which  has  been 
laid  before  your  lordships.  The  attempt  failed,  and  he  is  le- 
aponaible  for  the  consequeneeB, 

How  dared  he  to  mase  these  eiperiments  ?  In  what  man- 
ner can  hebejnstifiedforplayingfftatandloosewith  the  dear- 
est interests,  andperhaps  with  the  very  existence,  of  a  nation? 
Attend  to  the  manner  in  ^rfiich  he  justifies  himself,  and  you 
will  find  the  whole  secret  let  out.  "  The  easy  accumulation 
of  too  much  wealth,"  he  says,  "had  been  Cheit  Sing'a  rum; 
it  had  buoyed  him  up  with  extravagaut  and  ill-founded  no- 
tions of  independence,  which  I  very  much  wished  to  discour- 
age in  the  future  Kajah.  Some  part,  therefore,  of  the  super- 
abundant produce  in  the  country  I  turned  into  the  coffers 
of  the  sovereign  by  an  augmentation  of  the  tribute."  Who 
authorized  him  to  makq  any  augmentation  of  the  tribute  P 
But  above  all,  who  authorized  him  to  augment  it  upon  this 
principle  ?  I  must  fake  care  the  tributary  prince  does  not 
grow  too  rich  [  if  he  gets  rich,  he  will  get  proud.  This  pri- 
SOQCT  has  got  a  scale  like  that  in  the  almanac,  "war  begets 

Eoverty,  poverty  peace,"  and  bo  on.  The  first  rule  that  he 
Lys  down  is,  that  he  will  keep  the  new  Bajah  in  a  state  of 
poverty ;  because  if  he  grows  nch  he  will  become  proud,  and 
behave  as  Cheit  Sing  did.  You  see  the  ground,  Kiundation, 
and  spirit  of  the  whole  proceeding.  Cheit  Sing  was  to  be 
robbed.  Why  P  Because  he  is  too  rich.  His  successor  is  to 
be  reduced  to  a  miserable  condition.  Wliy  ?  Lest  be  should 
grow  rich  and  become  troublesome.  The  whole  of  his  sys- 
tem is  to  prevent  men  from  growing  rich,  lest  if  they  should 
grow  rich  they  should  grow  proud,  and  seek  independence. 
Your  lordships  see  that  in  this  man's  opinion  riches  must  be- 
get pride.  1  hope  your  lordships  will  never  be  so  poor  as  to 
cease  to  be  proud ;  tor  ceasing  to  be  proud,  you  will  eeaee  to 
be  independent. 

Having  resolved  that  the  Eajah  should  not  grow  rich,  for 
fear  he  should  grow  proud  and  independent,  he  orders  him  to 
pay  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £100,000,  annually  to  the  Com- 
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I  |«iT,    The  tribute  Iiad  before  been  £250,000,  and  he  all  at 
Ksnce  raised  it  to  £400,000.     Did  Le  previously  infonn  tha 
Bfouncil  of  these  intentions?    Did  he  inform  tbein  of  the 
■  unoimt  of  the  gross  coUectiona  of  the  country,  from  any  I 
l|n>perlj  authenticated  aecountB  procured  from  any  publig^fl 
flfficeP 

I  need  not  inform  your  lordshipa  that  it  ia  a  Berioua  tl 
to  draw  out  of  a  country,  instead  of  £250,000,  an  annual  ti 
nte  of  £400,000.  There  were  other  persona  besides  tl 
Mkjah  concerned  in  thia  enormous  increase  of  revenue.  Tl 
TIoIb  country  is  interested  in  its  resources  being  fairly  eati- 
Btted  and  assessed ;  for  if  you  overrate  the  revenue  which 
His  supposed  to  yield  to  the  great  general  collector,  you 
Hisitate  him  to  overrate  every  under- collector,  and  tl 

rtigate  them  to  harass  and  oppress  the  people.     It  is 

these  grounds  that  we  have  charged  the  prisoner  at  your  bar 
tritb  Siving  acted  arbitrarily,  illegally,  unjustly,  and  tyran- 
nically: and  your  lordships  will  bear  m  mind  that  these  acta 
Bore  done  by  his  sole  authority,  which  authority  we  have 
ehown  to  have  been  illegally  assumed. 

My  lorda,  before  he  took  the  important  atepa  which  I  have 
just  stated,  he  consulted  no  one  but  Mr.  Markham,  whom  he 
placed  over  the  new  Eajah.  The  Eajah  was  only  nineteeii 
years  old :  hut  Mr.  Markham  undoubtedly  had  the  advantage 
of  him  in  this  respect,  for  he  was  twenty-one.  He  had  also 
the  benefit  of  five  months'  experience  of  the  country ;  an 
abundant  experience  to  be  sure,  my  lords,  in  a  country  where, 
it  JH  well  known,  from  the  peculiar  character  of  its  inhabitants, 
that  a  man  canjaot  anywhere  put  his  foot  without  placing  it 
upon  some  trap  or  mine,  until  he  is  perfectly  a«quamted  with 
its  localities.  Nevertheless,  he  puts  the  whole  country  and  a 
prince  of  nineteen,  as  appears  from  the  evidence,  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Markham,  a  man  of  twenty-one.  We  have  no  doubt  of 
Mr.  Markham's  capacity ;  but  he  could  have  no  experience  in 
the  country  over  which  he  possessed  a  general  controlling 
power.  Under  these  circumstances,  wesurely  shall  not  wonder 
if  thia  young  nmn  fell  into  error.  I  do  not  like  to  treat  harshly 
the  errors  into  which  a  very  young  person  may  fall :  but  the 
man  who  employs  him,  and  puts  him  into  a  situation  for 
which  he  has  neither  capacity  nor  espenence,  is  responsible 
for  the  consequeucea  of  such  an  appointment  j  and  Mr.  Host* 


I 


1 


r 


64  SPEECH   ni    THE   IMPEACHMIST   OF 

mga  is  doubly  responsilDle  in  thia  case,  because  he  placed  M-T-- 
Markham  as  reaidfiit,  merely  to  show  that  he  defied  the 
authority  of  the  cffurt  of  directors. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  proceed.  We  find  Mr,  EastinM 
resolved  to  exact  forty  lacks  from,  the  covmtry,  although  Eb 
had  no  proof  that  such  a  tribute  could  be  Mrly  collected 
Heneitaasigna  to  thisboy,theBajah,  emoluQientH  amounting 
to  about  £60,000  a  year.  Let  us  now  see  upon  what  groiincS 
he  con  justify  the  assignment  of  these  emoiuiDents.  I  can 
perceive  none  but  such  as  are  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  its 
being  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Eajah's  dignity.  Wow, 
when  Mr.  Markham,  who  is  the  sole  ostensible  actflp  in  the 
management  of  the  new  Bajah,  as  he  had  been  a  witness  to 
the  deposition  of  the  former,  comes  before  you  to  give  on  ac- 
count of  what  he  thought  of  Cheit  Sing,  who  appears  to 
have  properly  supported  the  dignity  of  Ma  situation,  be  tells 
you  that  about  a  lack  or  a  lack  and  a  half  (£10,000  oi- 
£15,000)  a  year  was  as  much  as  Cheit  Sing  could  spend. 
And  yet  this  young  creature,  settled  in  the  same  country,  and 
who  was  to  pay  £400,000  a  year,  instead  of  £250,000, 
tribute  to  the  Company,  was  authorized  by  Mr,  Hastings  to 
collect  and  reserve  to  bis  own  use  £60,000  out  of  the  revenue, 
That  is  to  say,  he  was  to  receive  four  times  as  much  as  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  on  Mr.  Markham's  evidence,  to  have 
been  necessary  to  support  him. 

Tour  lordships  tread  upon  oomiption  everywhere.  Why 
was  such  a  large  revenue  given  to  the  young  Kajah  to  support 
his  dignity,  when,  as  they  say,  Cheit  Sing  did  not  spend 
above  a  lack  and  half  in  support  of  his  ;  though  it  is  knovm 
he  had  great  establishments  to  maintain;  that  he  bad  erected 
considerable  buildings,  adorned  with  fine  gardens ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  them,  had  made  great  preparations  for  war  ? 

We  must  at  length  imagine  that  they  knew  the  country 
could  bear  the  impost  imposed  upon  it.  I  ask,  how  did  th^ 
know  this  ?  We  have  proved  to  you,  by  a  paper  presented 
here  by  Mr.  Markham,  tnat  the  net  amount  of  the  collections 
was  about  £360,000.  This  is  tbeir  own  account,  and  was 
made  up,  as  Mr.  Markham  says,  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  Dur- 
bedgy  Sing,  together  with  his  Persian  moonahee  (a  veiT 
fine  eouDci!  to  settle  the  revenues  of  tbe  kingdom),  in  bis 
private  house.     And  with  this  account  before  them,  tbev 
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Ure  oared  to  impose  upon  the  necks  of  that  unhappy  people 
-  tribute  of  £400,000,  together  n-ith  an  income  for  tlie  Eajalj 
'  "'O.OOO.  These  Bums  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing  was 
to  furnish,  and  left  to  get  them  as  he  could.  Tour 
loriahipa  will  observe,  that  I  speak  of  the  net  proceeds  \A 
fta  coUectiona.  We  haye  nothing  to  do  with  the  gross 
toount.  We  are  apeakiog  of  what  came  to  the  public  trea- 
Kry,  which  was  no  more  than  I  have  stated ;  and  it  woa  out 
tlf  tbe  public  treaeury  that  these  payments  were  to  be  made, 
*"■■  there  could  be  no  other  no  neat  way  of  getting  tbe 
money. 

But  let  ns  now  come  to  the  main  point,  which  is  to  aacer- 
toin  what  sums  the  country  could  really  bear.  Mr.  Hastings 
mniatains  (whether  in  the  speech  of  his  counsel  or  otherwise, 
I  do  not  recollect)  that  tee  revenue  of  the  country  was 
£400,000,  that  it  constantly  paid  that  sum,  and  flourished 
nadetthe  payment.  Inanswerto  this,  I  referyour  lordships, 
first  to  Mr.  Markbam'a  dedaration,  and  the  Waastl  Boakee, 
irhich  is  in  the  page  1750  of  the  printed  minutes,  I  neit  refer 
jour  lordships  to  Mr.  Duncan's  Eeports,  in  page  2493.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Duncan's  public  eBtimate  of  the  revenue  of 
Benares,  the  net  collections  of  the  very  year  we  ore  speaiing 
of,  when  Durbedgy  Sing  had  the  management,  and  when 
Mr.  Markham,  his  Persian  moonshee,  and  a  clerk  in  his  pri* 
Tat«  bouse,  made  the  estimates,  without  any  documents,  or 
irith  whatever  documents,  or  God  only  knows,  for  nothing 
appears  on  the  record  of  the  tnmsaction ;  the  collections 
yielded  in  that  year  but  £340,000,  that  is,  £20,000  less  than 
Mr.  Markham's  estimate.  But  take  it  which  way  you  will, 
whether  you  take  it  at  Mr.  Mnrkham's  £360,000,  or  nt  Mr. 
Ihmcaa'B  £340,000,  your  lordships  will  see,  that,  after  re- 
aerving  £60,000  for  his  own  private  expenses,  the  Kajah 
eonld  Qot  realize  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  tribute  de- 
manded. - 

Tour  lordships  have  also  in  evidence  before  you  an  account 
of  the  produce  of  the  country  for,  I  believe,  full  five  years 
after  this  period,  from  which  it  appears  that  it  never  reaHzed 
the  forty  lacks,  or  anything  like  it.  Tielding  only  thirty- 
seven  and  thirty-nine  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  which  is  £20,000 
short  of  Mr.  !JIarkham's  estimate,  and  £160,000  short  of 
Ur.  Hastings's.     Od  what  data  could  the  prisoner  at  your 
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bar  have  formed  tbia  estimate  ?  "Wbere  were  aU  (he  clerks 
and  muUeddies,  where  were  all  the  men  of  busineBS  in  Be* 
Dares,  who  could  have  giten  him  complete  information  upon 
the  subject  P  We  do  not  find  the  trace  of  any  of  them;  ill 
our  information  is  Mr.  Markham's  moon^hee,  and  some  clerk 
of  Durbedgy  Sing's  empiored  in  Mr.  Markham'a  private 
counting-houBe,  in  estimating  revenues  of  a  country. 

The  dmtoaable  revenue  was  still  further  reduced  by  the 
jagbires  wbtch  Mr.  Hastings  granted,  but  to  what  amount 
does  not  appear.  He  mentions  the  increase  in  the  reveuue, 
by  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  the  Baboos,  who  had 
been  in  rebellion.  This  he  tales  at  six  lacks.  But  we  have 
inspected  the  accounts ;  we  have  esamioed  them  with  that 
sedulous  attention  which  belongs  to  that  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature that  has  the  care  of  the  public  revenues,  and  we  have 
not  found  one  trace  of  this  addition.  Whether  these  con- 
fiscations were  ever  actually  made,  remains  doubtful ;  but  if 
they  were  made,  the  application  or  the  receipt  of  the  money 
they  yielded  does  not  appear  in  any  account  whatever.  I 
leave  your  lordships  to  g  udge  of  this. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  been  in 
an  error.  If  he  was  in  an  error,  my  lords,  hia  error  con- 
tinued an  extraordinary  length  of  time.  The  error  itself  was 
also  extraordinary  in  a  man  of  business ;  it  waa  an  error  of 
account.  If  his  confidential  agent,  Mr.  Markham,  had  ori- 
ginallv  contributed  to  lead  him  into  the  error,  he  soon  per- 
ceived it.  He  soon  informed  Mr.  Hastings  that  his  expect- 
ations were  erroneous,  and  that  he  had  overrated  the  country. 
"Wbat  then  are  we  to  think  of  his  persevering  in  this  error  P 
Mr.  Hastings  might  have  formed  extravagant  and  wild  ex- 
pectations when  he  was  going  up  the  country  to  plunder; 
for  we  allow  that  avarice  may  often  overcalculate  the  hoards 
that  it  is  going  to  rob.  If  a  tbief  is  going  to  plunder  a  bank- 
er's shop,  his  avarice,  when  running  the  risk  of  his  Jife,  may 
lead  him  to  imagine  there  is  more  money  ib  the  shop  than 
there  really  is.  But  when  this  man  was  in  possession  of  the 
country,  how  came  he  not  to  know  and  understand  the  con- 
dition of  it  better  ?  In  fact  he  was  well  acquainted  with  i^ 
for  be  baa  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  forty  lacks  wati 
I  ovmated  calculation,  and  that  the  country  could  not 
0  bo  pay  tida  tribute  at  the  very  time  be  waa  impodng 
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■  Toil  have  thia  admisaion  in  page  294  of  the  printed 
BunuleB ;  but  in  the  very  face  of  it  he  says,  If  the  Eaiah  will 
"""■  ""■■■■"  ■'         ,J^ 
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^^M    eiert  himself  and  contiiiuG  for  some  years  the  regufar  pay- 

^H    lieat,  he  will  then  grant  him  a  remission.     Thus  the  SAiah 

^^M    ^  told,  wh&t  he  well  knew,  that  he  was  overrated,  but  that 

^V   *t  Bome  time  or  another  he  waa  to  expect  a  remiaaion.     And 

^^    *lat,  my  lords,  waa  the  condition  ijpon  which  he  waa  to  ob- 

P       'Mn  this  proraiaed  indulgence?     Tlie  punctual  payment  of 

I        'oat  whicH  Mr.  Hastinga  declares  he  was  not  able  to  pay; 

'        ^i  which  he  could  not  pay  without  ruining  the  countn', 

(•etraying  his  own  honour  and  character,  and  acting  directly 

^ontrary  to  the  duties  of  the  station  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 

•lad  placed  him.     Thus  this  unfortunate  man  waa  compelled 

to  haye  recourse  to  the  most  rigorous  eiaction,  that  he  might 

Oe  enabled  to  satisfy  the  exorbitant  demand  which  had  been 

Itaade  upon  him. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  country  was  able  to  afford  the 
Bum  at  which  it  was  assessed,  and  that  nothing  was  required 
tut  vigour  and  activity  in  the  Eajah.  Did  Mr.  Hastings 
endeavour  to  make  his  strength  equal  to  the  task  imposed 
on  him  p  No ;  the  direct  contrary ;  in  proportion  as  he 
augmented  the  burthens  of  this  man,  in  just  that  proportion 
he  took  away  hiH  strength  and  power  of  supporting  these 
burthens. 

There  was  not  one  of  the  estemal  marks  of  honour,  which 
attended  the  government  of  Cheit  Sing,  that  he  did  not  take 
away  from  the  new  Eajah ;  and  still,  when  this  new  maa 
came  to  hia  new  authority,  deprived  of  all  eitemal  marks  of 
consequence,  and  degraded  in  the  opinion  of  his  subjects,  he 
was  to  ertort  from  his  people  an  additional  revenue,  payable 
the  Company,  of  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  more  than  waa 
id  by  the  late  Rajah,  in  aU  the  plenitude  of  undivided 
ithonty.  To  increase  this  difficulty  atill  more,  the  father 
Snd  guardian  of  this  inexperienced  youth  was  a  man  who 
had  no  credit  or  reputation  in  the  country.  Thia  circum- 
stance alone  was  a  sufficient  drawback  from  the  weight  of 
his  authority ;  but  Mr.  Haatings  took  care  that  he  should  be 
divested  of  it  altogether ;  for,  as  our  charge  states,  he  placed 
him  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Markham ;  and 
consequently  Mr.  Markham  waa  the  governor  of  the  country 
Ooula  ft  man,  irith  a  reduced,  divided,  contemptible  authority. 
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venture  to  strike  Bucli  bold  and  hardy  strokes  as  would  to 
efficient,  without  being  oppressive  ?  Could  he,  or  any  other 
man,  thus  buund  and  ehackled,  execute  auch  vigofous  and 
energetic  measures  aa  were  neceaaary  to  realize  such  an  enor- 
mous tribute  as  was  imposed  upon  this  unhappy  country  t 

My  lords,  I  must  now  call  your  attention  to  anotber  ciiv 
cumstance,  not  mentioned  in  the  charge,  but  connected  with 
the  appointment  of  the  new  Sajah,  and  of  his  naib,  Durbedgy 
Sing,  and  demonstrative  of  the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  It  appears,  frMn  a  letter  pro- 
duced here  by  Mr.  Markham  (upon  which  kind  of  corre- 
Bpondence  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  remark  hereafter),  that 
the  Bajah  lived  in  perpetual  apprehension  of  being  removed, 
and  that  a  person  called  Oossaun  Sing  w^  intended  as  hifl 
successor.  Mr.  Markham,  in  one  part  of  his  correspondence, 
telia  you  that  the  E^ah  did  not  intend  to  hold  the  govern- 
ment any  longer.  Why  p  Upon  a  point  of  right,  namely, 
that  he  did  not  possess  it  upon  the  same  advantagcouB  terms 
as  Cheit  Sing ;  but  he  tells  you  in  another  letter  (and  thia 
is  a  much  better  key  to  the  whole  transaction),  that  he  was 
in  dread  of  that  OoHsauu  Sing  whom  1  have  just  mentioned. 
This  man  Mr.  Haatings  kept  ready  to  terrify  the  Bajah ;  and 
you  will,  in  the  course  of  these  transactions,  see  that  there  is 
not  a  man  in  India,  of  any  consideration,  against  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  did  not  keep  a  kind  of  pretender,  to  keep  him  in 
continiuil  awe,  Thia  Oossaun  Smg,  whom  Mr.  Hastiuga 
brought  up  with  him  to  Benares,  was  dreaded  by  Cheit  Sing, 
not  less  than  by  his  successor.  We  find  that  he  was  at  first 
nominated  naib  or  acting  governor  of  the  country,  but  had. 
never  been  put  in  actual  possession  of  this  high  office,  and 
Durbedgy  Smg  was  appointed  to  it.  Although  OoBsaun 
Sing  was  thus  removed,  he  continued  hia  pretensions,  and 
constantly  solicited  the  olSce.  Thus  the  poor  man  appoint- 
ed by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  actually  in  possession,  was  not  only 
eaUed  upon  to  perform  tasks  beyond  his  atrength,  but  was 
overawed  by  Mr.  Markham,  and  terrified  by  Oossaun  Sing 
(the  mortal  enemy  of  the  family),  who,  like  an  accusing  fien<^ 
was  continually  at  hia  post,  and  unceasingly  reiteratmg  his 
accusationa.  This  Oossaim  Sing  was,  as  Mr.  Markham  tells 
you,  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Eaj  ah 'a  continued  dejection  and 
deapondency ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  these  cir- 
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eoDistanees  were  ever  laid  before  tlie  couni^il;    the  whole 
pMsed  between  Mr.  Uaaliuga  and  Mr.  Markbam. 

Mr.  Hastiiigs  haying  by  his  arbitrary  will  thua  disposed  of 
the  lerenue  and  of  the  landed  property  of  Benares,  we  will 
now  trace  his  further  proceedings  anii  their  effects.  He 
found  the  country  most  fiourishing  in  agriculture  and  in 
trade ;  but  not  satiafied  with  the  experiment  he  had  made 
uptui  the  eovemment,  upon  the  revenues,  upon  the  reigning 
nmily,  ana  upon  all  the  landed  property,  he  resolved  to  make 
u  bold  and  as  novel  an  experiment  upon  the  commereial  in- 
terests of  the  coimtry.  Accordingly  he  entirely  changed  that 
part  of  the  revenue  syatera  which  affects  trade  and  commerce, 
the  life  and  soul  of  a  state.  "Without  any  advice  that  we 
know  o^  except  Mr.  Markham's,  he  sat  down  to  change  in 
every  point  the  whole  commercial  syatem  of  that  country; 
and  ne  effected  the  change  upou  the  same  arbitrary  principles 
which  he  had  before  acted  upon,  namely,  his  own  arbitrary 
will.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  he  consulted  bankers  and 
merchants ;  but  when  jour  lordabipa  shall  have  learned  what 
baa  happened  &om  this  experiment,  you  will  easily  see 
whether  he  did  resort  to  proper  sourcea  of  information  or 
not.  You  will  see,  that  the  mischief  which  has  happened 
■  has  proceeded  from  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  Arbi- 
trary power,  my  lorda,  is  always  a  miaerabla  creature.  When 
a  man  once  adopts  it  as  the  principle  of  his  actiona,  no  one 
dates  to  t«ll  him  a  truth ;  no  one  dares  to  give  him  any  in- 
fonnation  that  ie  diaagreeable  to  him  ;  for  all  know  that  their 
life  and  fortuno  depend  upon  his  caprice.  Thus  the  man 
who  lives  in  the  exerciae  of  arbitrary  power  condemns  him- 
Belf  to  eternal  ignorance.  Of  this  the  prisoner  at  your  bar 
"    '  1  atriking  example.     This  man,  without  advice. 


without  assistance,  and 
arbitrary  power,  stupidly 
with  the  constant  compani 


ithout  resource,  except  in  his  o 
Ignorant  in  himaelf,  and  puffed  up 
on  of  ignorance,  a  blind  presump- 
tion, altera  the  system  of  commercial  imposts,  and  thereby 
ruined  the  whole  trade  of  the  country,  leaving  no  one  part  of 
it  undestroyed. 

Let  me  imw  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  his  asaumption 
of  power,  without  one  word  of  communication  with  the 
council  at  Calcutta,  where  the  whole  of  these  trading  regu- 
lattmii  BU^  and  onght  to  have  been  comidered,  aad  wlwra 
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tliey  could  have  been  deliberately  ejamined  and  determinM 
upon.  By  ttis  asaumption,  tbe  council  was  placed  in  the 
eituation  which  I  Lave  before  described  ;  it  must  eitLer  con- 
firm hia  acts,  or  again  undo  ererything  which  had  been 
done.  He  had  proTided,  not  only  against  resetance,  but 
almoBt  againat  any  inquiry  into  hia  wild  projects.  He  had, 
by  his  opium  contracts,  put  a!l  vigilance  asleep  ;  and  by  his 
bullock  and  other  contracta,  he  had  aecured  a  variety  of  con- 
cealed interests,  both  abroad  and  at  home.  He  was  sure  of 
the  ratification  of  his  acta  by  the  council,  whenever  he 
should  please  to  inform  them  of  hia  roeasures  ;  and  to  his 
secret  influence  he  trusted  for  impunity  in  his  career  of 
tyranny  and  oppreaaion. 

la  bringing  before  you  hia  arbitran'  mode  of  imposing 
duties,  I  beg  to  remind  your  lordships,  that  when  I  examined 
Mr.  Markham,  concerning  the  imposing  of  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent.,  instead  of  the  former  dutyof  two,  I  asked  him,  whether 
that  five  per  cent,  was  not  laid  on  in  such  a  manner  as  utterly 
to  extinguish  the  trade ;  and  whether  it  was  not,  in  effect 
and  substance,  five  times  as  much  as  had  been  paid  before. 
What  was  hia  answer  ?  "Wby,  that  many  plana  which, 
when  considered  in  the  closet,  look  specious  and  plausible, 
will  not  hold  when  they  come  to  be  tried  in  practice,  and 
that  this  plan  was  one  of  them.  The  additional  duties,  said 
he,  have  never  since  been  exacted.  But,  my  lords,  the  very 
attempt  to  exact  them  utterly  ruined  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. They  were  imposed  upon  a  visionary  theoiy,  formed  in 
his  own  closet,  and  the  result  was  exactly  what  might  have 
been  anticipated.  Was  it  not  an  abominable  thing  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  withhold  from  the  council  the  means  of  ascer- 
tainmg  the  real  operation  of  hia  taiea  ?  He  had  no  know- 
ledge  of  trade  himself;  he  cannot  keep  an  account;  h 
no  memory.  In  fact,  we  find  him  a  man  poasesaed  of  n 
quality  fit  for  any  kind  of  business  whatever.  "We  find  him 
pursuing  hia  own  visionary  projeeta,  without  knowing  an' 
tiling  of  the  nature  or  the  circumstances  under  which  tl 
trade  of  the  country  waa  carried  on.  These  projects  mig] 
have  looked  veiy  plausible ;  but  when  you  come  to  exanune 
the  actual  state  of  the  trade,  it  ia  not  merely  a  difference  be- 
tween, five  and  two  per  cent.,  but  it  becomes  a  different  modi 
•ting  the  commodity,  and  it  amounts  to  five  times 
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well  K8  was  paid  before.  We  bring;  tbis  oh  bd  eiemplificv 
^n  of  thia  cursed  mode  of  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  tc 
t  you  hia  total  ignorance  of  the  subject,  and  bis  total  in- 
ence  about  the  erent  of  the  measure  he  was  pursuing. 
a  he  began  to  perceive  his  blunders,  he  never  took  any 
a  whatever  to  put  the  new  regulations,  which  these  blun- 
.  s  had  made  necessary,  into  execution,  but  he  left  all  this 
IMBchievoua  project  to  rage  in  its  full  extent. 

I  have  Bhown  your  lordships  bow  he  managed  the  private 
^perty  of  the  country,  how  he  managed  the  government, 
Bia  how  he  managed  the  trade.  I  am  now  tfl  call  your  lord- 
"hips'  attention  to  some  of  the  consequences  which  have  re- 
olted  from  the  instances  of  management,  or  rather  gross 
Bismanagement,  which  have  been  brought  before  you.  Tour 
lordships  will  recoUect  that  none  of  these  violent  and  arbitrary 
measures,  either  in  their  conception  or  in  the  progress  of  their 
racecution,  were  officially  made  known  to  the  council.  And  you 
will  observe,  as  we  proved,  that  the  same  criminal  concealment 
existed  with  respect  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  these  acts. 

After  the  flight  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  revenues  were  punctually 
paid  by  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing,  month  by  month,  kist  by 
tiflt,  until  the  month  of  July,  and  then,  as  the  country  had 
Buffered  aome  distress,  the  naib  wished  this  kist  or  instalment 
to  be  thrown  on  the  next  month.  Tou  w-iU  aak,  why  he 
wished  to  burthen  this  month  beyond  the  rest  ?  I  reply,  the 
reason  was  obvious  ;  the  month  of  August  is  the  last  of  the 
year,  and  he  would  at  its  expiratiou  have  the  advantage  of 
Yiewing  the  receipts  of  the  whole  year,  and  ascertaining  the 
elaim  of  the  country  to  the  remission  of  a  part  of  the  itnnnul 
tribmt*  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  promised,  provided  the  in- 
Htalments  were  paid  regularly.  It  waa  well  Known  to  every- 
body that  the  country  bad  suffered  very  considerably  by  the 
revolt,  and  by  a  drought  which  prevailed  that  year.  The 
Bajah  therefore  expected  to  avail  himself  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
flftttering  promise,  and  to  save  by  the  delay  the  payment  of 
one  of  the  two  kists.  But  mark  the  course  that  waa  taken ; 
the  two  kists  were  at  once  demanded  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
Bsd  no  remission  of  tribute  was  allowed.  By  the  promise  of 
remission,  Mr.  Hastings  tacitly  acknowledged  that  the  Hajah 
was  overburthened ;  and  he  admits  that  the  payment  of  the 
Julykiat  was  poatponedat  the  Eajah'a  own  desire.     He  must 
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have  seen  tlie  Bajah'e  motive  for  deairing  delay,  and  he  ought 
to  have  taken  care  that  tlila  poor  maa  should  not  be  oppretwed 
ftod  ruined  by  this  compiianeo  with  requests  founded  on  such 
motiveB. 

So  passed  the  year  17S1.  So  compIaintB  of  arreats  XQ 
Durbedgy  Sing's  pajmenta  appear  on  record  before  the  monlb 
of  April,  1782 ;  and  I  wish  your  lordshipa  seriously  to  advert 
to  the  circumstancea  attending  the  evidence  respecting  these 
arrears,  which  has  been  produced  for  the  first  time  by  the 
prisoner  in  his  defence  here  at  your  bar.  This  evidence  does 
not  appear  in  the  Company's  records ;  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  book  of  the  Benares  correspondence ;  it  does  not  appeu 
in  any  documents  to  which  the  Commons  could  have  access; 
it  was  unknown  to  the  directors,  unknown  to  tlie  council  j 
unknown  to  the  residents,  Mr.  Markham's  successors  at  Be- 
nares i  nnknown  to  the  searching  and  inquisitive  eye  of  the 
Commons  of  Qreat  Britain.  This  important  evidence  waa 
drawn  out  of  Mr.  Markham's  pocket,  in  the  presence  of  your 
lordships.  It  consists  of  a  private  coireapondence  whicD  he 
carried  on  with  Mr.  Hastings,  unknown  to  the  couuml,  after 
Durbedgy  Sing  had  been  appointed  naib ;  after  the  new  go. 
vemment  had  been  established,  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  quitted 
that  province,  and  hod  apparently  wholly  abandoned  it ;  and 
when  there  was  no  reason  whatever  why  the  correspoDdBDce 
floould  not  he  public.  This  private  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Markham's,  now  produced  for  the  first  time,  is  full  of  the  bit- 
terest complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing.  These  clandestine 
complaints,  these  underhand  means  of  accomplishing  the 
ruin  of  a  man,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  true  and  premier 
judges,  we  produce  to  your  lordships  as  a  heavy  aggravation 
of  our  charge,  and  as  a  proof  of  a  wicked  conspiracy  to  d©" 
stroy  the  man.  For  if  there  was  any  danger  of  his  tailing 
into  arrears  when  the  heavy  accumulated  kiats  carae  upon 
him,  the  council  ought  to  have  known  that  danger ;  they 
ought  to  have  known  every  particular  of  these  complaintsj 
for  'Mi.  Haatings  had  then  carried  into  efiect  his  own  plans. 

I  ought  to  have  particularly  marked  for  your  lordships' 
attention  this  second  era  of  clandestine  correspondence  b©" 
tween  Mr,  Hastings  and  Mr.  Markham.  It  commenced  after 
Mr.  Hastings  had  quitted  Benares,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
irithitbut  asGkivemor-General:  even  after  his estraordinnry 
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and,  aa  we  contend,  illegnl  power  bad  coin|ilete1y  expired,  t 
Hame  clandestioe  correspondence  waa  carried  on.  lie  apj 
rently  conuidered  Benares  aa  liia  private  property  ;  and  juik 
as  a  sum  acta  with  his  private  eteward  about  his  private 
eatat«,  ao  he  acted  with  the  reaident  at  Uenarea.  He  receives 
from  him  and  anawere  letters  containing  a  series  of  com- 
plaints against  Uurbedgf  Sing,  which  hegan  in  April,  and 
continued  to  the  month  of  Notember,  without  making  any 
publie  communication  of  them.  He  never  laid  one  word  of 
this  eorreepondence  before  the  council  until  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, and  he  hod  then  completely  settled  the  fate  of  this 
Durbed^  Sing, 

This  dandestine  correspondence  we  charge  against  him 
as  an  act  of  rebellion ;  for  he  was  bound  to  lay  before  the 
council  the  whole  of  hia  correspondence  relative  to  the  re- 
Tenue,  and  all  the  other  affaire  of  the  country.  We  charge  it 
not  only  as  rebellion  against  the  orders  of  the  Company  and 
the  laws  of  the  land,  but  as  a  wicked  plot  to  deetroy  this 
iQMi,  by  depriving  him  of  any  opportunity  of  defending  him- 
eelf  before  the  council,  hia  lawful  judges.  I  wiah  to  impress 
it  strongly  on  your  lordships'  minds,  that  neither  the  com- 
plaints o1  Mr,  Markham  nor  the  exculpations  of  Surbedgy 
^e  were  ever  made  known  tUl  Ml.  Markham  ftas  examined 
in  tnia  hall. 

The  firet  intimation  afforded  the  council  of  what  had  been 

Sing  on  at  Benares,  from  April,  1782,  at  which  time  Mr. 
orkham  says  the  complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing  had 
serioua  importimce,  was  in  a  letter  dated  the  27th  of 
November  following.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  council 
I  Kia  Serai,  in  the  Ganges,  where  Mr.  Hastings  had  re- 
ced  for  the  benefit  of  the  air.  Durmg  the  whole  time  he 
■  Q  Calcutta,  it  does  not  appear  upon  the  records  that  he 
ver  held  any  communication  with  the  councU  upon  the 
rabject.  The  letter  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  298,  and 
I B8  follows :  "  The  Governor- General — I  desire  the  secretary 
p  lay.  the  accompanying  letters  from  Mr.  Markham  before 
he  board,  and  request  that  orders  may  he  immediately  sent 
wio  him  concerning  the  subjects  contained  in  them.  It  may 
be  Deceasary  to  inform  the  board,  that  on  repeated  informa- 
tion from  Mr,  Markham,  which  indeed  was  confirmed  to  mo 
bg^'ond  |i  douibb  by  other  channels,  and  by  private  asaunuicea 
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wtieli  I  could  trust,  tLat  tlie  affairB  of  that  province  were 
likely  to  faU  into  the  gnaitest  confuaion  from  tne  misconduct 
of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing,  wLom  I  had  appointed  the  naib; 
fearing  the  dangerous  consequence  a  of  a  delay,  and  being  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  consult  the  membera  of  the  board, 
who  I  knew  could  repose  that  confidence  in  my  local  know- 
ledge as  to  admit  of  this  occasional  exercise  of  my  own  sepa- 
rate authority,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Markham  the  letter  to  which 
he  alludes,  dated  the  29th  of  September  last,  of  which  I  now 
lay  before  the  board  a  copy,  The  first  of  the  accompanying 
letters  from  Mr.  Markham  arrived  at  a  time  when  a  severa 
return  of  my  late  illness  obliged  me,  by  the  advice  of  my 
physicians,  to  leave  Calcutta  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
air,  and  prevented  me  from  bringing  it  earlier  before  the  no- 
tice of  the  board." 
'  I  have  to  remark  upon  this  part  of  the  letter,  that  he  claims 
'  for  himself  an  exercise  of  his  own  authority.  He  had  now 
no  delegation,  and  therefore  no  claim  to  separate  authority. 


He  was  only  a  member  of  the  board,  ohhged  to  do  everv- 
thing  according  to  the  decision  of  the  majority,  and  yet  he 
speaks  of  hia  own  separate  authority ;  ana  after  compliment- 


ing himself,  he  requests  its  confirmation.  The  complaints 
of  Mr.  Markham  had  been  increasing,  growing,  and  multiply- 
ing upon  him,  from  the  month  of  April  preceding,  and  he  had 
never  given  the  least  intimation  of  it  to  the  board  until  he 
wrote  this  letter.  This  was  at  so  late  a  period  that  he  then 
says,  the  time  won't  wait  for  a  remedy ;  I  am  obliged  to  use 
my  own  separate  authority:  although  he  had  had  abundant 
time  for  laying  the  whole  matter  before  the  conned. 

He  next  goes  on  to  say,  "  It  had  indeed  been  my  inten- 
tion, but  for  the  same  cause,  to  have  requested  the  instruo 
tions  of  the  board  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Markham,  in  the 
difBouities  which  he  had  to  encounter  immediately  after  the 
date  of  my  letter  to  him ;  and  to  hare  recommended  the 
substance  of  it,  for  an  order  to  the  board." 

He  seems  to  have  promised  Mr.  Markham  that,  if  the  vio- 
lent act  which  Mr.  Markham  proposed,  and  which  he,  Mr. 
Hastings,  ordered,  was  carried  into  eiecution,  an  authority 
should  be  procured  from  the  board.  He,  however,  did  not 
get  Mr.  Markham  such  an  authority.     Why  P     Because  he 

iftzeBolved,  oa  he  has  told  you,  to  act  by  hia  own  separate 
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authority  ;  and  because,  bb  he  boa  likewise  told  you,  tbat  be 
disobeys  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directora,  and  defies  the 
laws  of  the  country,  as  a  signal  of  his  authority. 

Now,  what  does  be  recommend  to  the  board  ?  That  it 
Villi  be  pleased  to  confirm  the  appointmeat  which  Mr.  Mark- 
ham  made  in  obedience  to  his  indiriduttl  orders,  aa  well  as  the 
directions  which  he  had  given  him,  to  exact  from  Baboo 
Durbedgy  Sing,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  every  rupee  of  the 
collections ;  and  either  to  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  send 
him  to  Cbunar,  and  imprison  him  there,  until  the  whole  itf 
hia  arrears  were  paid  up.  Here  then,  my  lords,  you  have, 
what  plainly  appears  in  every  act  of  Mr.  Hastings,  a  feeling 
of  resentment  for  some  personal  injury.  "I  feel  myself," 
says  he,  "  and  may  be  allowed  on  such  an  occasion  to  aclmow- 
ledge  it,  personally  huri:  at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and 
the  discredit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  ap- 
pointment of  him.  The  Eajah  himself,  scarcely  arrived  at 
the  verge  of  manhood,  was  in  understanding  but  little  ad- 
■vanced  beyond  the  term  of  childhood ;  and  it  had  beeu  the 
poUcy  of  Cheit  Sing  to  keep  him  equally  secluded  from  the 
world  and  from  business,"  This  is  the  character  Mr.  Hast- 
ings gives  of  a  man  whom  he  appointed  to  govern  the 
country.  He  goes  on  to  say  of  Durbedgy  Sing: — "As  be 
waa  allowed  a  jaghire  of  a  very  liberal  amount,  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  a  state  and  consequence,  suitable  both  to  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  Eojab  and  the  high  office 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  sufficient  also  to  free 
him  from  the  temptation  of  little  and  mean  peculations,  it  is 
therefore  my  opinioo,  and  I  recommend  that  Mr.  Markham 
be  ordered  to  divest  bim  of  his  jaghire,  and  reunite  it  to  the 
malguKzaiy,  or  the  land  paying  its  revenue,  through  the 
£ajah,  to  the  Company. 

"  The  opposition  made  by  the  Eajah  and  the  old  Eannee, 
both  equally  incapable  of  judging  for  themselves,  do  certainly 
originate  from  some  secret  inSuence,  which  ought  to  be 
checked  by  a  decided  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  displeasure 
&t  their  presumption.  If  they  can  be  induced  to  yield  the 
appearance  of  a  cheeriii]  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangemeut 
and  to  adopt  it  aa  a  measure  formed  with  their  participation, 
it  would  be  better  than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  declared 
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act  of  compukion ;  but  at  all  e^-euts  it  ougbt  to  be  done," 
!Uj  lorda,  it  had  been  already  done ;  tbe  nuib  vaa  diamiased; 
he  was  unpriBoned ;  his  jagbire  was  confiscated ;  all  tbese 
things  were  done  by  Mr.  Hastings's  ordera.  He  had  reaolTcd 
to  take  the  whole  upon  himself;  be  had  acted  upon  that 
Mflolutlon  before  he  addressed  this  letter  to  the  board. 

Thus,  my  lords,  was  this  unhappy  man  punished  without 
any  previous  trial,  or  any  charges,  except  the  complainte  of 
Mr.  Markbam,  and  some  other  private  information  which  Mr. 
Hastings  said  he  had  received.  Before  the  poor  object  of 
these  complaints  could  make  up  his  accounts,  before  a  single 
etep  was  taken,  judicially  or  ofliciallj,  to  convict  him  of  any 
crime,  be  was  sent  to  prison,  and  his  private  estates  coufis- 

Mj  lords,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  claim  from  yon, 
that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  till  a  regular  charge  ismada 
against  bim,  and  the  accused  &irly  heard  va  bis  defence. 
They  claim  &om  you,  that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  on  a 
matter  of  account,  until  the  account  is  settled  between  the 
parties.  And  claiming  this,  we  do  say,  that  the  prisoner's 
conduct  towards  Durbedgy  Sing  was  illegal,  unjust,  violent, 
and  oppressive.  The  imprisonment  of  this  man  was  clearly 
illegal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  he  acted  without  the 
authority  of  the  council,  and  doubly  oppressive,  as  the  impri- 
Boned  man  was  thereby  disabled  from  settling  his  account 
with  the  numberless  sub-accouutanta  whom  he  had  to  deal 
with  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Having  now  done  with  these  wicked,  flagitious,  abandoned, 
and  abominable  acts,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  estroordinAry 

towers  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  bis  instrument,  Mr.  Mark- 
am,  who  was  employed  in  perpetrating  these  acts,  and  to 
the  very  extraordinary  instructions  which  he  gave  this  in- 
strument for  hia  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the  power  in- 
trusted  to  him.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Markbam,  he  says, "  I  need 
not  tell  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  possess  a  very  high  opinion 
of  your  abilities,  and  that  I  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in 
your  integrity."  He  might  have  had  reason  for  both,  but  he 
scarcely  left  to  Mr.  Markham  the  use  of  either.  He  arbitra- 
rily imposed  upon  bim  tlie  tasks  which  he  wished  bim  to 
execute,  and  he  engaged  to  bear  out  his  acts  by  bis  own 
wer.     "From  your  long  residence  at  Benares,"  saya  he, 
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"and  from  the  part  you  have  tad  in  tbe  buBmeBs  of  that 
lemindary,  you  must  certainly  beat  know  the  men  who  are 
most  capable  and  deaerving  of  public  eniployroent.  From 
unong  these  I  authorize  you  to  nominate  a  naiti  to  the  Rajah, 
iu  the  room,  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  whom,  on  account  of  his  ill 
cooduet,  I  think  it  necessary  to  disiniBa  from  that  ofBce.  It 
vill  be  hardly  necessary  to  except  Ooaaaun  Sing  from  the 
descaiption  of  men  to  whom  I  have  limited  your  choice,  yet 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  apprize  you,  that  I  will,  on  no 
terms,  consent  to  hia  being  naib.  In  forming  the  arrange- 
nenta  consequent  upon  thia  new  appointment,  I  reqaeat  you 
will,  as  far  as  you  con  with  propriety,  adopt  those  which  were 
in  uae  during  the  life  of  Bulwant  Sing ;  so  far,  at  leaat,  aa  to 
haTe  distinct  officesfordistinet  purposes,  independent  of  each 
other,  and  with  proper  men  at  the  head  of  each  ;  so  that  one 
office  may  detect  or  prevent  any  abuaes  or  irregularitiea  in 
the  others,  and  together  form  a  ayatem  of  reciprocal  checks. 
Upon  that  principle  I  deaire  you  will  in  particular  estabhsh, 
under  whatever  namea,  one  office  of  receipta,  and  another  of 
treasury  [  the  officera  of  both  must  be  responsible  for  the 
truth  and  regularity  of  their  reapective  ftooounta,  but  not  anb- 
jeet  in  the  statement  of  them  to  the  control  or  interference  of 
the  Bajah  or  naib ;  nor  ahould  they  be  removable  at  pleaeure, 
but  for  manifest  misconduct  only.  At  the  head  of  one  or 
other  of  these  ofGces  I  could  wish  to  aee  the  late  Boxey 
Eogoober  Dyall;  his  conduct  in  his  former  office,hiB  behaviour 
on  the  revolt  of  Cheit  Sing,  and  portiicukrly  at  the  feU  of 
ffidjigur,  together  with  hia  general  character,  prove  him 
worthy  of  employment  and  of  the  notice  of  our  government. 
It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  objectiona  to  holding  an  office 
under  the  present  Eajah  ;  offi?r  him  one,  however,  and  let  him 
know  that  you  do  bo  by  my  directiona."  He  then  goes  on 
to  aay,  "  Do  not  wholly  neglect  the  Kajah ;  conault  with  him 
in  appearance,  but  in  appearance  only.  Hia  aituation  requirea 
that  you  should  do  that  much  ;  but  hia  youth  and  inesperi- 
ence  forbid  that  you  ahould  do  more." 

You  see,  my  lorda,  he  hM  completely  put  the  whole  go- 
Temment  into  the  bands  of  a  man  who  had  no  name,  character, 
or  official  aituation,  but  that  of  the  Company's  resident 
at  that  place.  Let  us  now  see  what  is  the  office  of  a  reaident. 
{t  is  to  reside  at  the  court  of  the  native  prince,  to  give 
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*hich  te  enters  into  the  chaises  against  Dnrbedgy 
ifter  this  unhappy  man  had  been  unpriBoned. 

Benares,  24th  of  October,  17S2.— "  I  am  sorry  that  my 
ohligea  me  to  mention  to  your  honourable  board  my  apj»e- 
hensionaof  asevere  loss  accruing  to  the  honourable  Company, 
if  Baboo  Durbedgy  8ing  is  continued  in  the  Daihut  during 
the  present  year.  I  ground  my  fears  on  the  knowledge  I 
liad  of  his  miamanitgement ;  the  had  choice  he  has  made  of 
bis  auniils ;  the  mistrust  which  they  have  of  him ;  and  the 
several  complaints  which  have  been  preferred  to  me  by  the 
I  lyottB  of  almost  every  pergunnah  in  the  zemindary.  I  did 
Sot  choose  to  wast«  the  time  of  your  honourable  board  in 
tening  to  my  representations  of  his  inattention  to  the  com- 
^aints  of  oppression  which  were  made  to  him  by  his  ryotts, 
«s  I  hoped  that  a  letter  he  received  from  the  honourable  Go- 
vernor-General would  have  had  weight  suiEcient  to  have  made 
him  more  regular  in  his  business,  and  more  careful  of  his 
Bon's  interest." 

My  lords,  think  of  the  condition  of  your  govenmient  in 
India  !  Here  is  a  resident  at  Benares  exorcising  power  not 
given  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  office,  but  given  only  by  the 

Srivate  orders  ot  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  And  what  ia  it  he 
oes  ?  He  saya,  he  did  not  choose  to  trouble  the  council 
with  a  particular  account  of  his  reasona  for  removing  a  man 
who  possessed  a  high  office  under  their  immediate  appoint- 
ment. The  councU  was  not  to  know  them :  he  aid  not 
choose  to  waste  the  time  of  their  honourable  board  in  listening 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people.  No  ;  the  honourable  board 
is  not  to  have  its  time  wasted  in  that  improper  manner ; 
therefore,  without  the  least  inquiry  or  inquisition,  the  man 
must  be  imprisoned,  and  deprived  of  bis  office  :  he  must  have 
all  bis  property  confiscated,  and  he  threatened  with  the  loss 
of  bis  life. 

These  are  crimes,  my  lords,  for  which  the  Commons  of 
Oreat  Britain  knock  at  tho  breasts  of  your  consciences,  and 
call  for  justice.  They  would  think  themselves  dishonoured 
for  ever,  if  they  had  not  brought  these  crimes  before  your 
lordships,  and  with  the  utmost  energy  demanded  your 
vindictive  justice,  to  the  fullest  extent  in  which  it  can  be 
rendered. 

But  there  are  some  aggravating  circumstances  in  these 
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^^m  Olipfessora.  Two  arzies,  or  petitions,  were  presented  to  the 
^^H  eoiiudl,  of  which  we  shall  first  cali  your  lordships'  atteotioii 
^^f  ^  one  from  the  dowager  princeas  of  Benares,  in  favour  oi 
^^^  OB  child  and  of  her  family. 

JVom  the  Eaunee.  widow  of  Bulvrant  Sing,  received  the 
iiJtb  of  December,  1782 : — "  I  and  my  children  have  no  hopes 
but  irom  your  highness,  and  our  honour  and  rank  are  oe- 
*toired  by  you, — Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my  ene- 
•niw,  having  protected  the  farmers,  would  not  permit  the 
laknces  to  be  collected.  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  frequently 
Before  desired  that  gentleman  to  show  bis  reseDtment  against 
■the  people  who  owed  balances,  that  the  balances  might  by 
<i)l!ected,  and  to  gire  ease  to  his  mind  for  the  present  year, 
conformably  to  the  requests  signed  by  the  presence,  that  he 
might  complete  the  bundobust.  But  that  gentleman  would 
not  listen  to  him ;  and  having  appointed  a  mutseddy  and 
taveeldar,  employs  them  in  the  collections  of  the  year,  aud 
rent  two  companies  of  sepoys  and  arrested  Baboo  Durbedgy 
Sing  upon  this  chsirge,  that  he  had  secreted  in  his  house 
many  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  collections,  and  he  carried  tlie 
mutseddiea  and  treasurer  with  their  papers  to  his  own  pre- 
sence. He  neither  ascertained  this  matter  by  proofs,  nor 
does  he  complete  the  balance  of  the  sircar  from  the  jaidaads 
of  the  balances ;  right  or  wrong,  he  is  resolved  to  destroy 
our  livea.  As  we  have  no  asylum  or  hope  except  from  your 
highness,  and  as  the  Almighty  has  formed  your  mind  to  he 
a  distributer  of  justice  in  these  times,  I  therefore  hope  from 
the  benignity  of  your  highness  that  you  will  inquire  and  do 
justice  in  this  matter,  and  that  an  aumeen  may  be  appointed 
from  the  preseace,  that  having  discovered  the  crimes  or  inno- 
cence of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  he  may  report  to  the  pre- 
sence. Further  particulars  will  be  made  known  to  your  higb- 
ness  by  the  arzie  of  my  son,  Eajah  Mehipnarain  Babader." 

Arzie  Srom  Bajab  Mehipnarain  Babader,  received  15th 
December,  1782. — "  I  before  this  had  the  honour  of  address- 
ing several  arzies  to  your  presence,  but  from  my  unfortunate 
state  not  one  of  them  has  been  perused  by  your  highness, 
that  my  situation  might  be  fully  learnt  by  you.  The  case  is 
this ;  Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my  enemies,  having 
occasioned  several  kinds  of  losses,  and  given  protection  to 
those  who  owed  balances,  prevented  the  balance  from  being 
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^^^■J  fcim  the  accuser.     The  Jn»^e,  instead  of  granting  redress, 

^^P^Umissee  the  complaints  against  Mr.  Itlarkham  with  repT«- 

^H  tension,  and  aenda  the  complainant  to  rot  in  prison,  without 

P     iQaking  one  inqtiiry,  or  giving  himself  the  trouble  of  stating 

'       '«  l£r.  Markham  the  cotoplainta  against  him,  and  desiring 

Wto  to  clear  himself  from  them.     My  lords,  if  there  were 

Nothing  bat  this  to  mark  the  treacherous  and  perfidious  na- 

•^ttre  of  his  conduct,  this  would  be  sufficient. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Haatinga  thus  writes  ; — "  Tc 
Atr.  Markham,  The  measures  which  jou  have  taken  with 
-Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  are  perfectly  right  ond  proper,  so  far 
*«  they  go,  and  we  now  direct  that  you  exact  Irom  him 
"^ith  the  utmost  rigour,  every  rupee  of  the  eollectious  which 
-t  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  and  not  brought  to  account, 
*tid  either  confine  him  at  Benares  or  send  him  prisoner  to 
Chunar,  and  keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall  have 
discharged  the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  him."  He 
I  here  employs  the  very  person  against  whom  the  complaint  ia 
tnade,  to  imprison  the  complainant.  He  approves  the  con- 
duct of  hia  ^ent,  without  having  heard  his  defence,  and 
learea  him  at  his  option  to  keep  his  victim  a  prisoner  at 
Benarea,  or  to  imprison  him  in  the  fori^ress  of  Chunar,  the 
infernal  place  to  which  he  sends  the  persons  whom  he  has 
a  mind  to  extort  money  from. 

Tour  lordships  wiD  be  curious  to  know  how  this  debt  of 
Durbedgy  Sing  stood  at  the  time  of  his  imprisonment.  I 
will  state  the  matter  to  your  lordships  briefly  and  in  plain 
language,  referring  you  tor  the  particulars  of  the  account  to 
the  papers  which  are  in  your  minutes.  It  appears  from  them, 
that  towards  the  end  of  the  yearly  account  in  1782,  a  kist,  or 
jiayment  of  eight  lacks  (about  £80,000),  the  balance  of  the 
annual  tribute,  was  due.  In  part  of  this  kist,  Durbedgy  Sing 
paid  two  lacks  (£20,000).  Of  the  remaining  six  lacks 
(£60,000),  the  outstanding  debts  in  the  country  due  to  tlie 
revenue,  but  not  collected  by  the  naib,  amounted  to  four  lacks 
(£40,000),  Thus  far  the  account  is  not  controverted  by  the 
accusing  party ;  but  Md.  Marblmm  Bsserts,  that  he  shall  bo 
able  to  prove  that  the  naib  had  also  actually  received  the 
other  two  lacks  (£20,000)  ;  and  consequently  was  an  actual 
deiaulter  to  that  amount,  and  had  upon  the  whole  suffered 
the  amnuL  tribute  to  &11  six  lacks  in  arrear.    The  uiiib  dt^ 
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nieB  the  receipt  of  the  two  lacks  just  meDtioned,  and  obal- 
leuges  inquiry ;  but  uo  inquiries  appear  to  have  been  mad^ 
and  to  this  hour  Mr.  Markham  haa  produced  no  proof  of  the 
fact.  "With  respect  to  the  arrear  of  the  tribute  money  which 
appeared  oa  tbe  halance  of  the  whole  account,  the  naib  de- 
fended himself  by  alleging  the  diatreasea  of  the  country,  the 
diminution  of  his  authority,  and  the  want  of  support  from 
the  supreme  government  m  the  collection  of  the  rerenuea ; 
and  he  asserts,  that  he  haa  assets  sufficient,  if  time  and 
power  be  allowed  him  for  collecting  them,  to  discharge  the 
whole  balance  due  to  the  Company.  The  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  balance  was  demanded,  and  Durbedgy 
Sing,  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand,  was  sent  to  prison. 
Thus  stood  the  buameaa  when  Mr.  Markham,  soon  after  he 
had  sent  the  naib  to  prison,  quitted  the  residency ;  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Benn,  who  acted  exactly  upon  the  same 
principle.  He  declares,  that  the  six  lacks  demanded  were 
not  demanded  upon  the  principle  of  its  having  been  actually 
collected  by  him,  but  upon  theprindple  of  his  having  agreed 
to  pay  it.  We  have,  say  Mr.  Hastings's  agents  to  the  naib, 
we  have  a  Jew's  bond.  If  it  is  in  your  bond,  we  will 
have  it,  or  we  will  have  a  pound  of  your  flesh ;  whether  you 
have  received  it  or  not,  is  no  business  of  ours.  About  this 
time  some  hopes  were  entertained  by  the  resident  that  the 
naib's  personal  esertions  in  collecting  the  arrears  of  the  tri- 
bute might  he  useful.  These  hopes  procured  him  a  short 
liberation  from  his  confinement.  He  was  let  out  of  prison, 
and  appears  to  have  made  another  payment  of  half  a  lack  of 
rupees.  8tiU  the  terms  of  the  bona  were  insisted  oa,  al- 
though Mr.  Hastings  had  allowed  that  these  terms  were  ex- 
travagant, and  only  one  lack  and  a  half  of  the  money  which 
had  been  actually  received  remained  unpaid.  One  would 
think  that  common  charity,  that  common  decency,  that  com- 
mon regard  to  the  decorum  of  life,  would,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  hindered  Mr.  Hastings  from  imprisoning 
him  again.  But,  my  lords,  he  was  imprisoned  again.  He 
'^Qtiuued  in  prison  till  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  the  country  ; 
I*  be  aoon  after  died, — a  victim  to  the  enormous  op- 
■flh  has  been  detailed  to  your  lordships. 

'pat,  in  the  mean  time,  the  residents  had  been 
H  for  recovering  the  balance  due  to  the  Com- 
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panv.  The  family  of  the  Eajah  had  not  been  paid  one  aUil- 
iingof  the  £60,000  allowed  for  their  maintenance.  They 
were  obliged  to  mortgage  their  own  hereditary  estates  for 
their  support,  while  the  residents  confiscated  all  the  property 
of  Durbedgy  Sing,  Of  the  money  thus  obtained,  what  ai> 
count  has  been  giren  P  None,  my  lords,  none.  It  must, 
tlierefore,  have  been  disposed  of  in  some  abominably  corrupt 
way  or  other,  while  this  miserable  victim  of  Mr.  Hastings 
was  left  to  periah  in  a  prison,  after  he  had  been  elevated  to 
tbe  highest  rank  in  the  country. 

Bat,  without  doubt,  tbey  found  abundance  of  effecta  after 
Ilia  death  ?  No,  my  lords ;  they  did  not  find  anything.  They 
ransacked  his  house ;  they  examined  all  his  accoimts,  every 
paper  that  be  had,  in  and  out  of  prison.  They  searched  and 
scrutinised  everything.  They  had  every  penny  of  hia  for- 
tune, and  I  believe,  though  1  cannot  with  certainty  kuow, 
that  tbe  man  died  insolvent :  and  it  was  not  pretended  that 
he  had  ever  applied  to  his  own  use  any  part  of  the  Com- 
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Thus  Durbedgy  Sing  is  gone ;  this  tragedy  is  finished  ;  a 
neeond  Eajah  of  Benares  has  been  destroyed.  I  do  not  speak 
of  that  miserable  puppet  who  was  said  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
be  in  a  state  of  childhood  when  arrived  at  manhood;  but  of 
the  person  who  represented  the  dignity  of  the  family.  He 
is  gone ;  he  is  swept  away ;  and  in  his  nttme,  in  the  name  of 
this  devoted  Durbedgy  Sing,  in  tbe  name  of  his  afflicted 
tamily.  in  the  name  of  tbe  people  of  the  country,  thus  op- 
pressed by  a  usurped  authority,  in  the  name  of  all  these,  re- 
specting whom  justice  has  been  thus  outraged,  we  call  upon 
your  lordships  for  justice. 

"We  are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  order  of 
things.  Mr.  Markham  had  been  authorized  to  appoint  who- 
ever he  pleased  as  naib,  with  tbe  exception  of  Oossaun  Sing. 
He  accordingly  eiercises  thia  power,  apd  chooses  a  person 
called  Jagger  Deo  Sing.  From  the  time  of  tbe  confinement 
of  Durbedgy  Sing  to  the  time  of  this  man's  being  put  into 
the  government,  in  whose  handa  were  the  revenues  of  the 
countiy  ?  Mr.  Markham  himself  has  told  you,  at  your  bar, 
that  they  were  in  hia  hands  :  that  he  was  the  person  who 
not  only  named  this  man,  hut  that  he  had  the  sole  maiu)ge> 
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ment  of  the  rovenueH ;  and  he  ■was,  of  couwe,  answerable  ^^'*- 
thetn  all  that  time.  The  nomiaal  title  of  Kemindar  waa  et^  " 
left  to  the  miserable  pageant  who  held  it ;  hut  eren  the  t^— "fl 
name  soon  fell  entirely  out  of  use.  It  is  in  evidence  befc^^ 
your  lordshipa,  that  his  name  ia  not  even  bo  much  as  m^^sa 
tioned  in  the  proceedings  of  the  government ;  and  that  t    -^ 

Biraon  who  really  governed  was  not  the  ostensible  Jagg^^ 
eo  Sing,  but  Mr.  Markham.  The  goTemment,  therefo^C^ 
v,ia  taken  completely  and  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  tl  ■^ 
perBon  who  had  a  legal  right  to  administer  it ;  out  of  tCT  ^ 
hands  of  his  guardians  ;  out  of  the  hands  of  his  mother ;  o^-^ 
of  the  handa  of  hia  neareat  relationa ;  and,  in  short,  of  ^c' 
those  who  in  the  common  course  of  things  ought  to  have  be^* 
entrusted  with  it.  From  all  such  peraona  I  aay  it  waa  take^^ 
and  where,  my  lords,  waa  it  deposited  p  "Why,  in  the  han^  i 
of  a  man  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  of  whom  we  nev  ^^ 
heard  anything,  before  we  heard  that  Mr.  Markham  of  b^^ 
own  usurped  authority,  authorized  by  the  uaurjyed  authori-"^ 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  without  the  least  communication  with  tlm.«' 
council,  had  put  him  in  possession  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Markham  hunaeli^  as  I  have  just  said,  administered  its  ^ 
revenues  alone,  without  the  smalleat  authority  for  bo  doing, 
without  the  least  knowledge  of  the  council,  till  Jagger  Deo  \ 
Bing  was  appointed  naib.  Did  be  then  give  up  hia  author- 
ity ?  No  such  thing.  All  the  measures  of  Jagger  Deo  Sing's 
government  were  taken  with  the  concurrence  and  joint  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Markham.  He  conducted  the  whole ;  the 
aettlementa  were  made,  the  leaaea  and  agreements  with  fium. 
era  alt  regulated  by  him.  I  need  not  tell  you,  I  believe,  that  1 
Jagger  Deo  Sing  was  not  a  person  of  very  much  authority  in 
the  case :  your  lordships  would  lai^h  at  me  if  I  said  he  was. 
The  revenue  arrangementa  were,  I  firmly  believe,  regulated 
and  made  by  Mr.  Markham.  But  whether  they  were  op 
were  not,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing.  If  they  were  impro- 
perly made  and  improperly  conducted,  Mr.  Hastings  is  re- 
Bponsible  for  the  whole  of  the  mismanagement,  for  he  gave 
the  entire  control  to  a  person  who  had  little  experience, 
who  was  young  in  the  world  (and  this  is  the  excuse  I  wish 
to  make  lor  a  gentleman  of  that  age).  He  appointed  him, 
uxi  gave  him  at  large  a  diacretionaiy  authority  to  name  wham 
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pleaaed  to  be  the  oetenaible  naib ;  but  we  know  tbat  ho 
ik  the  principal  part  himself  in  all  his  settleuieats  and  in 


Soon  after  the  naib  had  been  thus  uppointed  and  instructed 
iy  Mr.  Markham,  he  settled  under  hia  directions  the  ad- 
ininiBtra.tion  of  the  country.  Mr.  Markham  then  deaireB 
leave  from  Mr.  Httstinga  to  go  down  to  Calcutta.  I  imagine 
he  never  returned  to  Benares ;  he  comes  to  Europe ;  and 
here  end  the  acts  of  this  viceroy  and  delegate. 

Let  ua  now  begin  the  reign  of  Mr.  Beun  and  Mr.  Fowke. 
These  gentlemen  bad  jnst  the  same  power  delegated  to  them 
that  Mr.  Markham  posseised,  not  one  jot  leee  that  I  know  of; 
«id  they  were  therefore  responsible,  and  ought  to  have  been 
called  to  an  account  by  Mr.  Hastings,  for  every  part  of  their 
proceedings.  I  will  not  give  you  my  own  account  of  the 
leign  of  these  gentlemen ;  but  I  will  read  to  you  what  Mr. 
Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  represent  the  state  of  the 
people  to  be  under  their  government.  This  course  will  save 
your  lordships  time  and  trouble,  for  it  will  nearly  supersede 
all  observations  of  mine  upon  the  subject.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  Mr.  Hnstings's  representation  of  the  effects  produced 
by  a  government  which  was  conceived  by  himself,  carried 
into  effect  by  himself,  and  illegally  invested  by  him.  with  ille- 
gal powers,  vrithout  any  security  or  responsibility  of  any 
kind.  Hear,  I  say,  what  an  account  Mr.  Hastings  gave, 
when  he  afterwards  went  up  to  Benares  upon  another  wicked 

a'  Mt,  and  think  what  ought  to  have  been  his  feelings  as  he 
ed  upon  the  ruin  he  had  occasioned.  Think  of  tbe  con- 
dition in  which  he  saw  Benares  the  first  day  he  entered  it. 
Se  then  saw  it  beautiful,  ornamented,  rich  ;  an  object  that 
envy  would  have  shed  tears  over  for  its  prosperity- — that  hu- 
manity would  have  beheld  with  eyes  glistening  with  joy  for 
the  comfort  and  happiness  which  were  there  enjoyed  by  man  : 
— a  country  flouriahing  in  cultivation  to  such  a  degree,  that 
the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  march  in  single  files  through  the 
fields  of  com,  to  avoid  damaging  them  ;  a  country  in  which 
Mr.  Stables  has  stated,  that  the  villages  were  thick  beyond 
all  expression ;  a  country  where  the  people  pressed  round 
their  sovereign,  as  Mr.  Stables  also  told  you,  with  joy,  tri- 
umph, and  satisfaction.  Such  was  the  country ;  and  in  such 
a  state  and  under  such  a  master  was  it  when  he  first  si      ''' 
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See  what  it  now  is  under  Warren  Hastings ;  see  what  it  is 
andcr  the  British  government ;  and  then  judge  whether  tho 
Commous  are  or  are  not  right  in  pressing  the  subject  upon 
your  lorddhips  for  your  decision ;  and  letting  you  and  all  this 
ijfreat  auditory  know  what  sort  of  a  criminal  you  iiave  before 
you,  who  has  had  the  impudence  to  represent  to  your  lord- 
ships at  your  bar  that  Benares  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
in  defiance  of  the  evidence  which  we  have  under  his  own 
hands  ;  and  who,  in  all  the  Mse  papers  that  have  been  circu- 
lated to  debauch  the  public  opinion,  has  stated,  that  we,  the 
Commous,  have  given  a  false  representation  as  to  the  state  of 
the  country  under  the  English  government. 

Lucknow,  the  2nd  of  April,  1784!.  Addressed  to  the  honour- 
able Edward  Wheler,  Esq.,  &c.  Signed  Warren  Hastings.  It 
is  in  page  306  of  the  printed  minutes. — ^**  Gentlemen, — Hav- 
ing contrived  by  making  forced  stages,  while  the  troops  of 
my  escort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of 
five  days  at  Benares,  I  was  thereby  furnished  with  the  means 
of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  province, 
which  I  am  anxious  to  communicate  to  you ;  indeed  the  in- 
quiry, which  was  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  me,  affect- 
ed me  with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my  own  inabili- 
ty to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpose.  From  the  confines  of 
Buxar  to  Benares  I  was  followed  and  fatigued  by  the  clamours 
of  the  discontented  inhabitants.  It  was  what  I  expected  in  a 
degree,  because  it  is  rare  that  the  exercise  of  authoritv  should 
prove  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  the  objects  of  it.  The  dis- 
tresses which  were  produced  by  the  long-continued  drought 
imavoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  the  cause  existed  principally  in  a  de- 
fective, if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive,  administration.  Of  a 
multitude  of  petitions  which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of 
which  I  took  minutes,  every  one  that  did  not  relate  to  a  per- 
sonal grievance  continued  the  representation  of  one  and  the 
same  species  of  oppression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  influ- 
ence most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.  The  practice  to 
which  I  allude  is  this, — it  is  affirmed  that  the  aumils  and 
renters  exact  from  the  proprietors  of  the  acturfl  harvest  a 
large  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent,  that  is,  &om 
those  who  hold  their  pottahs  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one- 
half  cf  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the  whole  without  a 
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^^Wubtprfuge,  or  a.  large  proportion  of  it  by  false  tneaBiireinent 
HnFotber  pretejcts ;  and  irom  those  whose  engageaienta  are  fur 
^Pb  fixed  rent  in  money,  the  half  or  a  greater  proportion  is 
'Saken  in  kind ;  this  ia  in  effect  a  tai  upon  the  industry  of  the 
Inliabitaaits,  since  there  is  scarcely  a  field  of  grain  iu  the  prn- 
Tince,  I  might  say  not  one,  which  has  not  been  preaervea  by 
tbeinccBSant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  digging  wells  fortbeir 
supply  or  watering  them  from  the  wells  of  Mariaonry  with 
which  this  country  abounds,  or  from  the  neighbouring  tanks, 
rivers,  and  nullaha.  The  people  who  Imposed  on  themselves 
this  voluntary  and  extraordinary  labour,  and  not  unattended 
with  expense,  did  it  in  the  expectation  of  reaping  the  profits 
of  it ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  they  would  not  have  done  it, 
if  they  had  known  that  their  rulers,  from  whom  they  were 
entitled  to  an  indemnification,  would  take  from  them  what 
they  had  so  hardly  earned;  if  the  same  administration  con- 
tinues, and  the  country  sh  jl  again  labour  under  a  want  of  the 
natural  rains,  every  field  will  be  abandoned,  the  revenue  fail, 
and  thousands  perish  through  the  want  of  BubHistence ;  fur 
who  will  labour  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others  and  to  make 
himself  the  subject  of  vexation  P  These  practices  are  not 
to  be  imputed  to  the  aumUa  employed  in  the  districts,  but  to 
the  naib  himself.  The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acta, 
and  which  he  acknowledged  to  myaelf,  is,  that  the  whole 
■lun  filed  for  the  revenue  of  the  province  must  be  collected, 
and  that  for  this  puraose  the  deficiency  arising  in  places 
where  the  crops  have  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  uncul- 
tivated, must  be  supplied  fiijm  the  resources  of  others  where 
the  soil  has  been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  indus- 
try of  the  cultivators  more  successfully  exerted  ;  a  principle 
which,  however  specioua  and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear, 
certainly  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  conse- 
quences. If  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had  been  made  only 
ht  rayaelf,  I  might  have  doubted  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it 
was  repeated  by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it 
exactly  in  the  same  aense.  In  the  management  of  the  cus- 
toms, the  conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  the  officers  under  him, 
was  forced  also  upon  my  attention.  The  exorbitant  rates 
L  exacted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods  ;  the  practice 
I  of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the  same  goods,  first  from  the 
E.Beller  and  afterwards  from  the  buyer;   and  the  vexalioua 
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disputes  and  delays  drawn  on  the  merchanta  by  tbese  cji- 
preaeiona,  were  loudly  complained  of;  and  Bome  instance 
of  this  kind  were  said  to  eiiat  at  the  very  time  when  I 
was  in  Benares.  Under  such  circumatancea  we  are  not  to 
wonder  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countries  are  discour- 
aged from  resorting  to  Benarea,  and  if  the  commerce  of  that 
province  should  annually  decay. 

"  Other  evils  or  imputed  evils  have  accidentally  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  I  wiU  not  now  parti cidari Be,  aa  I  hope 
that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  resident,  they  may  be  in  part 
corrected ;  one,  however,  I  muat  mention,  because  it  has 
been  verified  by  my  own  observation,  and  is  of  that  kind 
which  reflects  an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na- 
tional character.  When  1  was  at  Buxar,  the  resident  at  my 
desire  enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  people  to  every 
town  through  wbicli  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  encoui>- 
a^  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  houses,  promising  to 
give  them  guards  as  I  approached,  and  they  required  it  for 
their  protection;  and  that  he  might  perceive  how  earnest  I 
waa  for  his  observance  of  this  precaution  (which  1  am  cer- 
tain was  faithfully  delivered),  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person, 
and  dismissed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  to  my  groat  disappointment,  I  found  every  place 
through  which  I  paaaed  abandoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a 
man  left  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection.  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  that  from  Buiar  to  the  opposite  boundary,  I  have  seen 
nothing  but  the  traces  of  complete  devastation  in  every  vil- 
lage, whether  caused  by  the  followers  of  the  troops  which 
have  lately  passed,  for  their  natural  relief,  and  I  know  not 
whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share,  or  from  the 
apprehension  of  the  inhabitants  left  to  tbeinselvea,  and  of 
tbemselvea  deserting  their  houses,  I  wish  to  acquit  my  own 
countrymen  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavourable  appearances; 
and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit  them  :  for  at  one  encamp. 
a  large  village  called  Derrara,  in  the  pergunnah 
■a,a  crowd  of  people  came  to  me.  complaining  that 
their  former  aumil,  who  was  a  native  of  the  place,  and  had 
long  been  established  in  authority  over  them,  and  whose 
custom  it  hud  been,  whenever  any  troops  passed,  to  remain 
in  person  on  the  spot,  for  their  protection,  having  been  re- 
4,  the  new  aumil,  on  the  approach  of  any  military  de- 
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ment,  himself  first  fled  from  the  place,  and  the  inhnbit- 

1,  baring  no  one  to  whom  they  coutd  apply  for  redress, 

IF  for  the  representation  of  their  grievances,  and  beiDg  thua 

bmediless,  fled  also ;  bo  that  their  houses  and  effects  became 

■  Jrey  to  any  perBon  who  choae  to  plunder  them.     The  ge- 

'  il  conclusion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 

a  SQch  a  state  of  facts,  and  my  onn  senses  bore  testimony 

t  in  this  specific  instance ;  nor  do  I  know  how  it  ie  pos- 

H)le  for  any  officer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 

■we  soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and  forbearance  oi 

ah  people,  to  prevent  disorders,  when  there  is  neither  oppo- 

wtion  to  hinder,  nor  evidence  to  deter  them.      Tiiese,  and 

many  other  irregularitieB,  I  impute  solely  to  the  naib ;  and  I 

thii^  it  my  duty  to  recommend  his  instant  removal.     I  would 

myself  have  dismissed  him,  had  the  control  of  this  province 

come  within  the  line  of  my  powers,  and  have  established  such 

Tegulatdons  and  checliB  as  would  have  been  moat  likely  to 

prevent  the  like  irregularities.     I  have  said  cheeks,  because, 

unless  there  is  Bome  visible  influence,  and  a  powerful  and 

able  one,  impended  over  the  head  of  the  manager,  no  Bvstem 

can  avaU.     The  next  appointed  may  prove,  from  some  defect, 

ifit  for  the  office  as  the  present ;  for  the  choice  is  limited 

^o  few,  without  esperience  to  guide  it.     The  first  was  of  my 

KDwn  nomination ;  his  merits  and  qualifications  stood  in  equal 

almce  with  my  knowledge  of  those  who  might  have  been 

lie  candidates  for  the  oflice ;  but  he  was  the  father  of  the 

KlLJah,  and  the  affinity  sunk  the  scale  wholly  in  his  favour; 

r  who  could  be  bo  fit  to  he  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 

'  I  Bon's  interest,  and  the  new  credit  of  the  rising  familj-  ? 

e  deceived  my  expectations.     Another  was  recommended 

y  the  resident,  and  at  my  instance  the  board  appointed  him. 

rois  was  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  the  present  naib.     I  knew  him 

lot,  and  the  other  members  of  the  board  as  little.  ' 

"  While  Mr.  Markham  remained  in  office,  of  whom,  as  his 
ilnraediate  patron,  he  may  have  stood  in  awe,  I  am  told  that 
^e  restrained  his  natural  disposition,  which  has  been  describ' 
i  to  me  as  rapaeioua,  unfeeling,  haughty,  and  to  an  extreme 
vindictive.  I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that,  excepting  the 
eity  of  Benares  itself,  the  province  depending  upon  it  is  in 
efieefc  without  a  government,  the  naib  exercising  only  a  de- 
pendent juriBdiction  without  a  principal.      The  BajaU  i 
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without  authority,  and  even  his  name  disused  in  the  official 
instruments  issued  or  taken  by  the  manager.  The  repre- 
sentatiou  of  his  situation  shall  be  the  subject  of  another 
letter ;  I  have  made  this  ahneadj  too  long,  and  shall  confine 
it  to  the  single  subject  for  the  communication  of  which  it 
was  begun.  This  permit  me  to  recapitulate.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  op- 
pressed ;  trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue,  though  said  to 
be  exceeded  in  the  actual  collections  by  many  lacks  (for  I 
have  a  minute  account  of  it,  which  states  the  net  amount, 
including  jaghires,  as  something  more  than  fifir^-one  lacks), 
in  danger  of  a  rapid  decline,  &om  the  violent  appropriatiou 
of  its  means ;  the  naib  or  manager  is  imfit  for  his  office ;  a 
new  manager  is  required,  and  a  system  of  official  control,  in 
a  word,  a  constitution ;  for  neither  can  the  board  extend  its 
superintending  powers  to  a  district  so  remote  from  its  ob- 
servation, nor  has  it  delegated  that  authority  to  the  resident, 
who  is  merely  the  representative  of  government,  and  the  re- 
ceiver of  its  revenue  in  the  last  process  of  it ;  nor  indeed 
would  it  be  possible  to  render  him  wholly  so,  for  reasons 
which  I  may  hereafter  detail." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  heard, — ^not  from  the  managers, 
— ^not  from  records  of  office, — ^not  from  witnesses  at  your 
bar, — but  from  the  prisoner  himself,  the  state  of  the  country 
of  Benares,  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  dele- 
gated residents  had  taken  the  management  of  it.  My  lords, 
it  is  a  proofi  beyond  all  other  proof,  of  the  melancholy  state 
of  the  country,  in  which,  by  attempting  to  exercise  usurped 
and  arbitrary  power,  all  power  and  all  authority  become  ex- 
tinguished, complete  anarchy  takes  place,  and  nothing  of  go- 
vernment appears  but  the  means  of  robbing  and  ravaging,  with 
an  utter  indisposition  to  take  one  step  for  the  protection  of 
the  people. 

Think,  my  lords,  what  a  triumphal  progress  it  was  for  a 
British  governor,  from  one  extremity  of  the  province  to  the 
other  (for  so  he  has  stated  it),  to  be  pursued  by  the  cries  of 
an  oppressed  and  ruined  people,  where  they  dared  to  appear 
before  him ;  and  when  tney  did  not  dare  to  appear,  flying 
from  every  place ;  even  the  very  magistrates  being  the  first 
to  fly !  Think,  my  lords,  that  when  these  unhappy  people 
saw  the  appeari^suce  of  **■  T^ritish  aoldi/QB^  tiiev  fled  as  from  a 


tilonce ;  aiid  then  think,  that  these  were  the  people  who  1 
oured  in  the  manner  which  yon  have  just  heara;  who  dug 

ir  own  wells ;  whose  country  would  not  ]}rodiice  anything  I 
but  from  the  indefatigable  induatry  of  its  inbabittiiits ;  auil 

that  such  a  meritorions,  such  an  induBtrions  people  should  I 

be  subjected  to  such  a  cursed  anarchy,  under  pretence  of  reve-  i 

nue ;  to  such  a  cursed  tyranny,  under  the  pretence  of  govern-  |l 

But  Jagger  Deo  Sing  was  unfit  for  his  office. — How  dared 
you  to  appoint  a  man  unfit  for  his  oflice  P — Oh,  it  signified 
little,  without  their  haTing  a  constitution. — Why  did  you  ]. 

destroy  the  oiEcial  constitution  that  existed  before  ?     How 
dared  you  to  destroy  those  establiahmentB  which  enabled  the  '| 

people  to  dig  wells  and  to  cultivate  the  country  like  a  garden,  'i 

and  then  to  leave  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  your  arbitrary 
and  wicked  residents  and  their  instruments,  chosen  without 
the  least  idea  of  goTernmeut,  and  without  the  least  idea  of 
protection  P  G-od  has  eometimes  converted  wickednees  into 
madness  i  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  human  reason  that  men 
who  are  not  in  some  degree  mad  are  never  capable  of  being 
in  the  highest  degree  wicked.  The  human  faculties  and 
reason  are  iu  such  cases  deranged ;  and,  therefore,  this  man 
has  been  dragged  by  the  just  Tengeauce  of  Providence  to 
make  his  own  madness  the  discoverer  of  hia  own  wicked, 
perfidious,  and  cursed  machinations  in  that  devoted  country, 
Tbiak,  my  lords,  of  what  he  says  respec-ting  the  military. 
He  says,  there  is  no  restraining  them,  that  they  pillage  the 
country  wherever  they  go.  But  had  not  Mr.  Eastinga  him- 
self Just  before  encouraged  the  mihtary  to  pillage  the  coiin- 
"iT  r  Did  he  not  moke  the  people's  resistance,  when  the 
jwdiera  attempted  to  pillage  them,  one  of  the  crimes  of  Cheit 
BQg  P  And  who  would  dare  to  obstruct  the  military  in  their 
Rxwunable  ravngea,  when  they  knew  that  one  of  the  articles 
if  Cheit  Sing's  impeachment  was  hia  having  suffered  the 
people  of  the  country,  when  plundered  by  these  wicked 
BolcUera,  to  return  injury  for  injury,  and  blow  for  blow  ? 
When  they  saw,  I  say,  that  these  were  the  things  for  which 
^Cheit  Sing  was  Bacrificed,  there  was  manifestly  nothing  left 
jfcr  them  but  flight.  What !  ily  from  a  Governor- General  ? 
Rou  would  expect  he  was  bearing  to  the  country,  upon  his 
'^my  and  hewing  wings,  the  cure  of  all  its  disorders  and  of 
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all  its  diHtreas.  No ;  they  knew  bim  too  well ;  they  knew 
him  to  be  the  destroyer  of  the  country ;  they  knew  him  to 
he  the  destroyer  of  their  eovereign,  the  destroyer  of  the  per- 
80I18  whom  he  had  appointed  to  govern  under  him ;  ther 
knew  that  neither  governor,  sub-governor,  nop  subject  could 
enjoy  a  moment's  security  while  he  poaseased  Buprenie  power. 
This  was  the  state  of  the  country ;  and  this  the  Commona  of 
!^gland  call  upon  your  lordshipa  to  avenge. 

Let  us  now  see  what  ia  next  done  by  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar.  He  is  satisfied  with  simply  removing  from  his  oiSce 
Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who  is  accused  by  him  of  all  these  corrup- 
tiona  and  oppreasioiiB ;  the  other  poor  unfortunate  man,  who 
was  not  even  accused  of  malversations  in  such  a  degree,  and 
against  whom  not  one  of  the  accusations  of  oppression  was 
regularly  proved,  but  who  bad,  in  Mr.  Haatinga'a  eve,  the 
one  unparaonable  fault  of  not  having  been  made  richer  Ire' 
his  crimeB,  was  twice  imprisoned,  and  finally  perished  in  pn- 
son.  But  we  have  never  heard  one  word  of  the  imprisonment 
of  Jagger  Deo  8bg,  who,  1  believe,  after  some  m<wk  inquiry, 
was  acquitted. 

Here,  my  lords,  I  must  beg  you  to  recollect  Mr.  Hastings's 
proceeding  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing  ;  and  to  contrast  his  con- 
duct towards  these  two  peculators  with  his  proceeding  towards 
Durbedgy  Sing.  Such  a  comparison  will  let  jour  lordships 
into  the  secret  of  one  of  the  prisoner's  motives  of  conduct 
upon  such  occasions.  "When  you  will  find  a  man  pillaging 
and  desolating  a  country  in  the  manner  Jagger  Deo  Sing  ia 
described  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  done,  but  who  takes  care 
to  secure  to  himself  the  spoil,  you  will  likewise  find  that  such 
a  man  is  safe,  secure,  unpunished.  Tour  lordships  will  re- 
collect the  desolation  of  Dinagepore.  Ton  will  recollect  that 
the  rapacious  Gunga  Govin  Sing  (the  coadjutor  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  peculation),  out  of  £80,000,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  Company's  account,  retained  £40,000  for  his 
own  use ;  and  that,  instead  of  being  turned  out  of  his  em- 
ployment, and  treated  with  rigour  and  cruelty,  he  was  elevated 
in  Mr.  Hastings's  grace  and  favour,  and  never  called  upon 
for  the  restoration  of  a  penny.  Observe,  my  lords,  the  dif- 
ference in  his  treatment  of  men  who  have  wealth  to  purehaae 
impunity,  or  who  have  secrets  to  reveal,  and  of  another  who 
^  W  oo  such  merit,  and  is  poor  and  insolvent. 


-WABBEN   HASTINGS,    E3Q, 

We  have  shown  your  lordshipB  the  effects  of  Mr.  HaHlingB'M 
^ovemmerit  upon,  the  couutiy  and  its  mbiibitants ;  aud  oUj 
"though  I  have  before  suggested  to  you  some  of  its  effect*  _ 
Tipon  the  army  of  the  Compaay,  I  will  now  call  your  atten- 
tioa  to  a  few  other  observations  on  that  subject.  Your  lord- 
<bipa  will,  in  the  first  place,  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the  char- 
acter which  he  gives  of  this  army.  You  have  heard  what  he 
tells  you  of  tho  state  of  the  country  iu  which  it  was  statioaj 
ed,  and  of  the  terror  which  it  struck  into  the  inhabitantOi 
1  Enghsh  soldier  was  enough  to  strike 


the  country  people  with  affright  and  dismay.  They  everV"  * 
where,  he  tells  you,  fled  before  them,  and  vet  they  are  tho 
ofBeera  of  this  very  army  who  are  brought  here  as  witnesses 
to  express  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  India. 
To  be  sure  a  man  who  never  c^s  Englishmen  to  an  account 
for  any  robbery  or  injury  whatever,  who  acquits  them,  upon 
their  good  intentions,  without  any  inquiry,  will  in  return  for 
this  indemnity  have  their  good  words.  We  are  not  surprised 
to  find  them  coining  with  emulation  to  your  bar,  to  declare 
him  possessed  of  all  virtues ;  and  that  nobody  has  or  c 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  him.  But  we,  my  lords,  prott  , 
against  these  indemnities.  We  protest  against  their  good' 
words.  We  protest  against  their  testimonials  ;  and  we  i 
sist  upon  your  lordships  trying  him,  not  upon  what  this  .. 
that  officer  says  of  his  good  conduct,  but  upon  the  proved 
result  of  the  actions  tried  before  you.  Without  ascribing, 
perhaps,  much  guilt  to  men  who  must  naturally  wish  to  fa- 
vour the  person  who  covers  their  excesBea, — who  suffers  their 
fortunes  to  be  made,  you  will  know  what  value  to  set  upon 
their  testimony.  The  Oommons  look  on  those  testimonies 
with  the  greatest  slight,  and  they  consider  as  nothing  all 
evidence  given  by  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  very 
cause ;  persons  who  derive  their  fortunes  from  the  ruin  oi 
the  very  people  of  the  country,  and  who  have  divided  the 
spoils  witn  the  man  whom  we  accuse.  Undoubtedly  these 
officers  will  give  him  their  good  word.  Undoubtedly  the 
residents  will  give  him  their  good  word.  Mr.  Markham  and 
Mr.  Beon,  and  Mr.  Fowke,  if  he  had  been  called, — every 
Tsnt  of  the  Company,  except  some  few,  will  give  him  tbs 
same  good  Tford,  everv  one  of  them ;  because,  my  lordn,  LbojE., 
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Iiave  made  their  fortunes  imder  him,  and  their  conduct  liu 
not  been  inquired  iato. 

But  to  return  to  the  obseryations  we  were  making  upon 
the  ruinous  effects,  in  general,  of  the  succeBsive  governments 
which  had  been  eatabLuhed  at  BenoreH  by  tbe  prieoner  at 
your  bar.  These  effects,  he  would  have  you  believe,  aroae 
from  the  want  of  a  constitution.  Why,  1  again  ask,  did  he 
destroy  tbe  constitution  which  he  found  established  there, 
or  Runer  it  to  be  destroyed  r  But  he  had  actually  authorised 
Mr.  Markbam  to  make  a  new,  a  regular,  an  official  conatitu- 
tion.  Did  Mr.  Markham  make  it  p  No ;  though  he  professed 
to  do  it,  it  never  was  done ;  and  so  far  from  there  being  any 
regular,  able,  efficieut  constitution,  you  see  there  was  an  ab- 
solute and  complete  anarchy  in  the  country.  The  native  in- 
habitants, deprived  of  tbeir  ancient  government,  were  bo  &r 
from  looking  up  to  their  new  masters  for  protection,  that  tbe 
moment  they  saw  the  fece  of  a  soldier  or  of  a  British  person 
in  authority  they  fled  in  dismay,  and  thought  it  more  eligible 
to  abandon  their  houses  to  robbery  than  to  remain  exposed 
to  the  tyranny  of  a,  British  governor.  Is  this  what  they  call 
British  dominion  F  Will  ^ou  sanction  by  your  judicifu  au- 
thority transactions  done  m  direct  defiance  of  your  legislative 
authority  i*  Are  they  so  injuriously  mad  aa  to  suppose  your 
lordehipB  can  be  corrupted  to  betray  in  your  judici^  capacity 
(the  most  sacred  of  the  two)  what  you  have  ordained  in  your 
legislative  character  F 

My  lords,  I  am  next  to  remind  you  what  this  man  has 
had  the  insolence  and  audacity  to  stat*  at  your  bar,  "la 
fact,"  says  he,  "1  can  adduce  very  many  gentlemen  now  in 
London  to  coniixm  my  assertions,  that  the  countries  of  Be- 
nares and  Grauzopore  were  never  within  the  memory  of  Eng- 
lishmen so  well  protected,  so  peaceably  governed,  or  more 
industriously  cultivated  than  at  the  present  moment." 

Tour  lordships  know  that  this  report  of  Mr.  Haatinga, 
which  has  been  read,  was  made  in  the  year  1784.  Tour  lord- 
ships know  tliat  no  step  was  taken,  while  Mr.  Hastings  re- 
mained in  India,  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
country.  If  there  was,  let  it  be  shown.  There  was  no  con- 
stitution framed,  nor  any  other  means  taken  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  except  the  appointment  of  Ajit  Sing  in 


a  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  to  reiga  like  him,  and  like  him 
ID  be  turned  out.  Sir.  Hastings  left  ludia  in  February,  178S ; 
le  arrived  here,  as  I  believe,  in  Jiii;e  or  July  following.  Our 
'  proceedings  against  him  commenced  in  the  Beasiona  of  1786 ; 
ani  this  defence  was  given,  I  believe,  in  the  year  1787.  Tet 
at  that  time,  when  he  could  hardly  hare  received  any  account 
front  India,  he  waa  ready,  he  says,  to  produce  the  evidence 
(and  no  doubt  might  have  done  m)  of  many  gentlemen  whose 
depoaitions  would  have  directly  contradicted  what  he  had 
himself  deposed  of  the  state  in  which  he,  so  short  a  time  be- 
fore, had  left  the  country.  Your  lordships  cannot  suppoae 
that  it  could  have  recovered  its  proaperity  within  that  time. 
We  know  you  may  destroy  that  m  a  day  which  will  take  up 
yeara  to  build.  We  know  a  tyrant  can  in  a  moment  ruin 
and  oppress,  but  you  cannot  restore  the  dead  to  hfe :  you 
cannot  in  a  moment  restore  fields  to  cultivation ;  you  cannot 
08  you  please  make  the  people  in  a  moment  restore  old  or 
dig  new  wells ;  and  yet  Mr.  Haatings  has  dared  to  say  to 
the  Commons  that  he  would  produce  persona  to  refute  the 
account  which  we  had  fresh  from  himaelf.  We  will,  however, 
undertake  to  show  you  that  the  direct  contrary  was  the  fact. 
I  will  first  refer  you  to  Mr.  Barlow's  account  of  the  state 
of  trade:  Your  lordships  will  there  find  a  fuU  exposure  of 
the  total  falsehood  of  the  prisoner's  assertions.  You  will  find 
that  Mr.  Haatings  himself  had  been  obliged  to  give  orders 
for  the  change  of  almost  every  one  of  the  regulations  he  had 
made ;  your  lordships  may  there  see  the  madness  and  folly 
of  tyranny  attempting  to  regulate  trade.  In  the  printed 
minutes,  page  2830,  your  lordshipa  will  see  how  completely 
Mr.  Haatmga  had  ruined  the  trade  of  the  country,  Tou  will 
find  that,  wherever  he  pretended  to  redress  the  grievances 
which  he  had  occasioned,  he  did  not  take  care  to  have  any  one 
part  of  his  pretended  redress  executed.  When  you  consider 
the  anarchy  in  which  he  atatea  the  country  through  which  he 
passed  to  have  been,  yon  may  easily  conceive  that  regulations 
tor  the  protection  of  trade,  without  the  meana  of  enforcing 
them,  must  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Barlow  was  sent,  in  the  yeara  1786  and  1787,  to  ex- 
uniue  into  the  state  of  the  country.  Ho  has  stated  the  effect 
of  all  those  regulations  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  llie  ns- 
sorance  to  represent  here  as  prodigies  of  wisdom.     At  the 
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vary  time  when  our  charge  was  brouglit  to  this  House  (it  is 
a  remarkable  period,  aud  we  desiri;  your  lordships  to  advert 
to  it),  at  tbut  time — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  not  oi 
the  very  same  day  that  we  brought  our  charge  to  your  bar — 
Mr.  DuQcoa  was  sent  by  Lord  Comwallis  to  esamme  into  the 


state  of  that  province.  Now,  my  lords,  you  have  Mr,  Duiu'an'a 
report  before  you,  aud  you  will  judge  whether  or  not,  by  any 
regulation  which  i^Ir.  Hautings  bad  made,  or  whether,  througo 
ani/  meaua  used  by  him,  that  country  had  recovered,  or  was 
recovering.  Your  lordships  will  there  find  other  proofs  of 
the  audacious  Msehood  of  his  representation,  that  all  which 
he  bad  done  had  operated  ou  the  minds  of  the  inbabitantJ) 
very  greatly  in  favour  of  British  integrity  and  good  govern- 
ment, Mr.  Duncan's  report  will  not  only  enable  vou  to  de- 
cide upon  what  he  haa  eaid  himself,  it  will  likewise  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  credit  which  is  due  to  the  gentlemen. 
uow  in  London,  whom  he  can  produce  to  confirm  his  asaer* 
tiona,  that  the  country  of  Benaree  and  Gauzepore  were  never, 
within  the  memory  of  Englishmen,  so  well  protected  and 
cultivated  as  at  the  present  moment. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  a  speech  from  me,  you  shall  hear 
what  the  country  says  itself  by  the  report  of  the  last  com- 
missioner who  was  sent  to  eiamine  it  by  Lord  ComwalLa. 
The  perfect  credibility  of  his  testimony  Mr.  Hastings  has 
eetablished  out  of  Lord  Comwallia's  mouth  ;  who,  being 
asked  the  character  of  Mr.  Jonatlian  Duncan,  has  declared 
that  there  ia  nothing  he  can  report  of  the  state  of  the  conn- 
try  to  which  you  ought  not  to  give  credit.  Tour  lordships 
will  now  see  how  deep  the  wounds  ore  which  tyranny  and 
arbitrary  power  must  make  in  a  country  where  their  exist- 
ence is  Biitfei-ed ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe  thvt 
this  statement  was  made  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  was 
amusing  us  with  his  account  of  Benareit. 

Extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at-  Benaret,  wider 
date  the  IGth  Februari/,  1788,  at  the  pergunnah  of  Gvrrah 
Dekmah,  ^c;  printed  minutes,  page  2610, 
"  The  resident,  having  arrived  in  this  pergunnah  of  Ourrah 
Dehmah  from  that  of  Mohammedabad,  is  very  sorrf  to  ob- 
serve that  it  seems  about  one-third  at  least  uncultivated, 
owing  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  i'ew  last  years.     The 
Kajah  however  promises  that  it  shall  be  hy  ui'st  year  in  u 
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eomplete  state  of  cultivation ;  and  Tobarck  Hossaine,  his 
wuneen,  aiunil,  or  agent,  profeases  bia  coDfidence  of  the  same 
happy  effects,  sajiiig  that  be  has  already  brought  a  great 
proportion  of  the  land  that  lay  fallow  when  be  came  into 
the  pergunnah,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ;ear,  into  cultivation ; 
.  and  that  it  being  equally  the  Sajah's  directions,  and  his  own 
wish,  he  does  not  doubt  of  being  successful  in  regard  to  '' 
remaining  part  of  the  waste  land." 

Seport,  dated  the  18(ft  of  February,  at  the  pergunnah  efi 

'BulUah. 
"  The  resident,  having  come  yesterday  into  this  pergunnah 
from  that  of  G-urrah  Dehm^h,  finds  its  appearance  much  su- 
perior to  that  pergunnah  in  point  of  cultivation  ;  yet  it  is  on 
the  decline  so  far  that  its  colleccable  jumma  viU  not  be  eo 
much  this  year  as  it  was  last ;  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  £eazel  'Uusn,  the  agent  of  Kbulb  Ali  Khia,  who  has 
fanned  this  pergunnah  upon  a  three  years'  lease  (of  which 
the  present  is  the  last),  during  which  bia,  that  is,  the  head 
&rnier'e,  management  cannot  be  applauded,  as  the  funds  of 
the  pergunnah  are  very  considerably  declined  in  his  hands  ; 
indeed  Seazel  Uusn  declares  that  this  year  there  was  little 
or  no  khereof,  or  first  harvest,  in  the  pergunnah  ;  and  that 
it  has  been  merely  by  the  greatest  exertions  that  he  has  pre- 
vailed ou  the  ryots  to  cultivate  the  rubby  crop  which  is  now 
ion  the  ground,  and  seems  plentiful." 
\  St^ort  dated  the  20'A  of  February,  at  ike  pergunna\  of 
I  Khereed. 

"  Tbb  resident,  having  this  dnv  come  into  the  pergunnah 
of  Khereed,  finds  that  part  of  it  faying  between  the  frontiers 
of  BuUeah,  the  present  station,  and  Bansdeah  (which  is  one 
of  the  tuppahs  or  BubdivisionB  of  Khereed)  exceedingly 
wasted  and  uncultivated.  The  said  tuppah  is  suhfarmed  by 
Gohind  Sam,  from  Kulub  Ali  Bey,  and  Goblnd  Ham  has 
again  under-rented  it  to  the  zemindars." 

t     Report  dated  the  23rd  Fehrvary,  at  the  pergunnah  of 
Seiunderpoor. 
The  resident  is  set  out  for  Sekunderpoor,  and  is  sorry  fo 
are  that  for  about  six  or  seven  eoaa  that  he  had  fdthei 
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to  pass  tlrougn  the  pergimnah  of  Koreebs,  the  whole  a(>- 
peored  one  coiitiaued  waste  aa  fur  aa  tnu  eye  could  reach  on 
Doth  sides  of  the  road.  The  pergunnah  Sekunderpoor,  begin- 
ning about  a  cosa  before  he  reached  the  village,  an  old  Ibrt 
of  that  name,  appeared  to  a  little  more  advantage,  but  even 
here  the  crops  seem  veiy  scanty,  and  the  ground  more  than 
half  fallow." 

Extract  of  the  proeeedingg  of  the  rendent  at  Benares,  under 
date  the  2Qth  ^bmon/,  at  the  pergumiah  of  Sekvmderpoor. 

"  The  resident  now  leaves  Sekunderpoor  to  proceed  to 
Nurgurah,  the  head  cutcherry  of  the  pergunnah.  He  is 
sorry  to  observe  that  during  the  whole  way  between  these 
two  places,  which  are  at  the  distance  of  sis  coss,  or  twelve 
miles  from  each  other,  not  above  twenty  fieliia  of  cultivated 
ground  are  to  be  seen,  all  the  rest  being,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  eicept  just  in  the  vicinity  if  Nuggeha,  one  general 
waste  of  long  grass,  with  here  and  there  some  straggling 

4'imglv  trees.  This  faUing  off  in  the  cultivation  is  said  to 
lave  nappened  in  the  course  of  but  a  f.'w  years,  that  is,  since 
the  late  iCajah's  expulsion. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe  the  date  of  the  ruin  of  thia 
country  is  the  expulsion  of  Cheit  Sing. 

JExtract  of  ike  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Senarei,  under 
date  the  27th  Februat-y,  at  the  pergunnah  of  Sekunderpoor. 

"The  resident  meant  to  have  proceeded  from  thia  place  to 
Coseimabad,  but  understanding  that  the  village  of  Ressenda, 
the  capital  of  the  pergunnah  of  Susknesaer,  is  situated  at 
three  cosa  distance,  ajid  that  many  Rhardarry  collectians  are 
there  eiaeted,  the  zemindars  and  ryots  being,  it  aeema,  all 
one  body  of  Bajepoots,  who  affect  to  hold  themselves  in 
some  sort  independent  of  the  Kajah'a  government,  paying 
only  a  mohurrery  or  fixed  jumma  (which  it  may  be  BUp- 
posed  is  not  over-rated),  and  managing  their  interior  con- 
cerna  as  they  think  fit ;  the  resident  thought  it  proper  on 
this  report  to  deviate  a  little  from  his  intended  route,  by 
proceeding  this  day  to  Eesaenda,  where  he  accordingly  ar- 
rived in  the  afternoon;  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  coun- 
try near  the  road  through  Sekunderpoor,  Irom  Nuggurha  to 
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h  appearing  nearly  equaiJy  waste  -vH''  the  former  pi 
idy  noticed  in  the  proceediugn  of  tlie  26th  mstbut. 
B  Bajah  la  therefore  desired  to  appoint  a  person  t» 
g  thoBe  waste  lands  i:ito  cultivation,  in  like  manner  as  he 
'  1  Khereed,  with  thia  difference  or  addition  in  his 
ructions,  that  he  subjoin  in  thoae  to  the  Aband  £ar,  or 
ager  of  the  recultivation  of  Sekunderpoor,  the  rates  at 
ich  he  is  authorized  to  grant  pottahs  for  the  various  kinds 
:  and  it  is  reconuneided  to  him  to  make  these  rates 
what  lower  than  he  may  himself  think  strictly 
normable  to  justice,  reporting  the  particulars  to  the  reai- 

ia  also  desired  to  prepare  and  tranBmit  a  tablo 
milaj  rates  to  the  Abaad  Kar,  of  pergunnah  Khereed. 
"  (Signed)  Jon"  DuuciN, 

"  Benares,  "  Beaideut." 

["the  12th  September,  1788." 

r  lordships  find,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
in  spite  of  all  the  testimonies  which  he  has  called,  and  of 
all  the  other  testiraonies  which  he  would  have  called,  that 
his  onii  account  of  the  matter  is  confirmed  a^nst  his  own 
pretended  evidence ;  you  find  his  own  written  account  con- 
firmed in  a  manner  not  to  be  doubted ;  and  the  only  differ- 
ence between  hia  account  and  this  is,  that  the  people  did  not 
fly  from  Mr.  Duncan  when  he  approached  as  they  fled  from 
Mr,  Hastings.  They  did  not  feel  any  of  that  terror  at  the 
approach  of  a  peraon  from  the  beneficent  government  of 
£ord  Comwallis  with  which  they  had  been  entirely  filled  at 
the  appearance  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  From  him  they 
fled  in  dismay.  They  fled  from  his  very  presence  as  from  a 
consuming  pestilence,  as  from  something  far  worse  than 
drought  and  famine;  they  fled  from  him  as  a  cruel,  corrupt, 
I  arbitrary  governor,  which  la  worse  than  any  other  evil 
o^cted  mankind. 

i,  my  lords,  in  what  manner  the  countiy  has  been 

I  and  destroyed ;  and  you  have  seen  by  the  date  of 

e  meaaurea  that  they  have  happened  within  a  lew  years, 

lely,  since  the  expulsion  of  Eajah  Cheit  Sing.     There  be- 

;he  era  of  calamity.     Ask  yourselves  then  whether  you 

r  can  countenance  the  sets  which  led  directly  and  oa- 
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cesa&rily  to  such  eonseqyences.  Tour  lordshipa  will  moA 
vliBt  it  is  to  oppress  and  eipel  a  cherished  inai\'idual  from 
his  goveranieni.,  and  finally  to  subvert  it.  U^otliing  etanda 
after  him  :  down  go  all  order  and  authority  'with  him ;  ruin 
and  desolation  fall  upon  the  country  ;  the  fields  are  unculti- 
vated, the  welle  are  dried  up.  The  people,  sayn  Mr.  Duncau, 
promised  indeed,  some  time  or  other,  imder  some  other  go- 
vernment, to  do  aomething.  They  will  again  cultivate  the  ; 
lands  when  they  can  get  on  assurance  of  seenrity.  My  lords, 
judge,  I  pray  you,  whether  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
they  had  read  the  account  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself 
given  of  the  dreadful  consequencea  of  his  proceedings,  when 
they  had  read  tlie  accounts  given  by  Mr.  Duncan,  of  an  uncul- 
tivated country  as  far  oa  the  eye  could  reach,  would  not  have 
shown  tbemselvea  unworthy  to  represent  not  only  the  Com- 
mona  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  meanest  village  in  it,  if  they 
had  not  brought  this  great  criminal  before  you,  and  called 
upon  your  lordships  to  punish  him.  This  ruined  countiy,  its 
desolate  fields,  and  its  undone  inhabitants,  all  call  aloud  for 
British  justice,  nil  call  for  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  this 
execrable  criminal. 

Oh !  but  we  ought  to  be  tender  towarda  hia  personal  cha- 
racter ;  eitreraely  cautious  in  our  speech  ;  we  ought  not  to 
let  indignation  looae.  My  lords,  we  do  let  our  indignation 
loose.  We  cannot  bear  with  patience  this  affliction  of  man- 
kind. We  will  neither  abate  our  energy,  relax  in  our  feel- 
ings, nor  in  the  expressions  which  those  feelings  dictate. 
Nothing  but  corruption  like  hia  own  could  enable  any  man 
to  see  such  a  scene  of  desolation  and  ruin  unmoved.  We  feel 
pity  for  the  works  of  God  and  man  j  we  feel  horror  for  the  de- 
basement of  human  nature  ;  and  feeling  thus,  we  give  a  loose 
to  our  indignation,  and  call  upon  your  lordsbips  for  justice. 

Strange  aa  it  may  appear  to  your  lordships,  there  remaina 
to  be  stated  an  aggravation  of  nia  crimes  and  of  hia  victimsi' 
jiiisery.  Would  you  consider  it  possible,  my  lords,  that  there 
could  be  an  aggravation  of  such  a  case  as  you  have  heard  P 
Would  you  think  it  possible  for  a  people  to  suffer  more  than 
the  inhabitants  of  Benares  have  suffered,  from  the  noble 
poasesaor  of  the  splendid  mansion  down  to  the  miserable  ten- 
ants of  the  cottage  and  the  hut  ?  Tes,  there  is  a  state  of 
misery,  a  state  of  degradation,  far  be  ow  all  that  you  hare  yet 
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I,  my  lords,  tbat  these  miserable  people  should 
!  to  your  lurdahips'  bar,  aai  declare  tiiat  they  hare 
r  felt  one  of  those  grievances  of  which  they  complaia 
it  not  one  of  those  petitions  with  which  they  pureuea  Mr, 
Hastings  had  a  word  of  truth  ia  it ;  that  they  felt  nothing 
under  His  govemmeut  but  ease,  tranquillity,  joy,  and  happi 
OCBS ;  that  every  day  during  his  government  was  a  festiral 
and  every  uigbt  ao  illumination  and  rejoicing.  The  addresses 
which  cont^  these  eipresaions  of  satisfaction  have  been  pro- 
duced at  your  bar,  and  have  been  read  to  your  lordships. 
You  must  have  heard  with  disgust,  at  least,  these  flowers  of 
oriental  rhetoric,  penned  at  ease  by  dirty  hireling  moonshees 
at  Calcutta,  who  make  these  people  put  their  seala,  not  to 
declM^tions  of  their  ruin,  but  to  expressions  of  their  satis- 
fitetion.  You  have  heard  what  be  himself  says  of  the  coun- 
try ;  yon  have  heard  what  Mr.  Duncan  says  of  it ;  you  have 
beard  the  cries  of  the  country  itself  eallimg  for  justice  upon 
him ;  and  now,  my  lords,  bear  what  be  has  made  these  peo- 
ple say,  "  We  have  heard  that  the  gentlemen  ia  England 
are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  suaptcion  that  he  op- 

Ereesed  us,  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  ; — took  our  money 
y  deceit  and  force,  and  ruined  the  country."     They  then 
declare  solemnly  before  Gk)d,  according  to  their  different  r»-  I 
ligions,  tbat  Mr.  Hastings  "  distributed  protection  and  secitg 
rity  to  religion,  and  kindness  and  peace  to  all.     He  is  free^ 
(say  they)  "  from  the  charge  of  embezzlement  and  fraud^ 
ana  his  heart  is  void  of  covetousncss  and  avidity.     During' 
the  period  of  his  government,  no  one  ever  experienced  froiaV 
him  other  than   protection  and  justice,  never  having  feli^ 
hardsbipa  from  him ;  nor  did  the  poor  ever  know  the  weight  ' 
of  an  oppressive  hand  from  him.     Our  characters  and  repa- 
tation  have  been  always  guarded  in  quiet  from  attack,  by  the 
.Vi^ance  of  his  prudence  and  foresight,  and  by  the  terror  of 
'^■^uatice." 

Upon  my  word,  my  lords,  the  paragraphs  are  delightful, 
this  translation  from  the  Persian  there  is  all  the 
a  English  paragraph  well  preserved.     All  I  can 
pi,  that  these  people  of  Benares  feel  their  joy,  comfort,  and 
"iicfcion  in  swearing  to  the  falseness  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
"  ition  against  himself.  In  spite  of  bis  own  testimony, 
"He  secured  hsppiness  and  joy  to  us.      He  re- 
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eatablished  the  foundation  of  justice ;  and  we  at  all  time* 
daring  liis  government  lived  in  couii'ort  and  paBaed  our  days 
in  peace."  The  shame  of  England  and  of  the  English  govern- 
ment is  here  put  upon  your  lordships'  records.  Here  you 
have,  just  following  that  afflicting  report  of  Mr.  Dimcan'B, 
and  that  account  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  iu  which  he  said 
the  inhabitants  fled  before  his  face,  the  addressee  of  these 
miaerable  people.  He  darea  to  impose  upon  your  eyesight — 
upon  your  coramoo  sense — upon  the  plain  faculties  of  man- 
kmd.  He  dares,  in  contradiction  to  all  his  own  assertions, 
to  make  these  people  come  forward  and  swear  that  they 
have  enjoyed  nothing  but  complete  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  government. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  this  business,  for  I  have  now 
reached  the  climas  of  degradation  and  suffering,  after  moving 
step  by  step  through  the  several  stages  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pression. I  have  done  with  it,  and  have  only  to  ask  in  what 
country  do  we  live,  where  such  a  scene  can  by  any  possi- 
bility be  offered  to  the  public  eye! 

Let  us  here,  my  lords,  make  a  pause. — Ton  have  seen 
what  Benares  was  under  its  native  government.  Tou  have 
seen  the  condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  Cheit  Sing,  and 
you  have  seen  the  state  iu  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  The 
rankling  wounds  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  country, 
and  the  degradation  to  which  the  inhabitants  have  beeu  sub- 
jected, have  been  shown  to  your  lordships.  Tou  have  now 
to  consider,  whether  or  not  you  vrill  fortify  with  your  sanc- 
tion any  of  the  detestable  principles  upon  which  the  prisoner 
justifies  his  enormities. 

My  lords,  we  shall  next  come  to  another  dependent  pro- 
vince, when  I  shall  illustrate  to  your  lordships  still  further 
the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's  principles.  I  allude  to  the 
province  of  Oude  ;  a  country  which,  before  our  acquaintance 
with  it,  was  in  the  same  happy  and  flourishing  condition 
with  Benares  ;  and  which  dates  its  period  of  decline  and 
misery  from  the  time  of  our  intermeddling  with  it.  The 
!Nabob  of  Oude  was  reduced,  as  Cheit  Sing  was,  to  be  a  de> 
jyendant  on  the  Company;  and  to  be  a  greater  dependant 
than  Cheit  Sing,  because  it  was  reserved  in  Cheit  Sing's 
agreement  that  we  shuuld  not  interfere  in  his  government. 
We  interfered  in  every  part  of  the  Nabob's  govemmttit; 
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*'■  reduced  hia  authority  to  nothing ;  we  introduced  a  per- 

Iwt  Wane  of  anarchy  and  confusion  into  the  countiy,  where 

I  iiiWe  was  no  authority  but  to  rob  and  destroy. 

I    ,1  lisTe  not  strength  at  prasent  to  proeeei) ;  but  I  hope  I 

I  •**U  Boon  he  eoabled  to  do  bo.    Tour  lordships  cannot,  I  am 

7^1  falculate  from  your  own  youth  and  strength ;  for  I 

^ye  done  the  best  I  can,  and  find  myself  incapable  just  ■ 


""»  niouieat  of  going  any  further. 


[Adjourned.]  i 
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'\^K.  Burke.) 

Mt  Lorsb, — When  I  last  had  the  honour  of  addreaaing  ^ 
r  lordships  from  this  place,  ray  want  of  strength  obliged 

*  to  conclude  where  the  patience  of  a  people,  and  the  pros- 

Bi^  of  ft  country  subjected  by  solemn  treaties  to  British 
*  ^orernment,  had  concluded.  We  have  left  behind  us  the  in- 
habitants of  Benares,  after  having  seen  them  driven  into  re- 
bellioQ  by  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  their  country  desolated 
fcj  our  misrule.  Tour  lordships,  I  am  sui'e,  have  had  the 
*nap  of  India  before  you,  and  know  that  the  country  bo  de- 
■troyed  and  so  desokted  was  about  one-fifth  of  the  size  of 
England  and  Wales  in  geographical  estent,  and  equal  in 
population  to  about  a  fourth.  Upon  this  scale  you  will  judge 
of  the  mischief  which  has  been  done. 

My  lords,  we  are  now  come  to  another  devoted  province  : 
we  march  from  desolation  to  desolation  ;  because  we  follow 
the  steps  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  Governor- General  of 
Bengal.  Ton  will  here  find  the  range  of  his  atrocities  widely 
extended.  But  before  I  enter  into  a  detail  of  them,  I  have 
one  reflection  to  make,  which  I  beseech  your  lordships  to 

fr  in  mind  throughout  the  whole  of  this  deliberation. 
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b  this  ;  you  ought  never  to  coadude  that  a  man  must  nec««- 
Bari!y  be  obnoxious,  because  he  is  in  other  respects  inaigni* 
ficant.  You  will  see  that  a  man  bred  in  obscure,  vuJgnr,  und 
ignoble  occupations,  aud  trained  in  sordid,  base,  and  mer- 
cenary habits,  is  not  incapable  of  doing  extensive  miechiel 
because  he  is  little,  and  because  his  vices  are  of  a  mean  nature. 
My  lords,  we  have  shown  to  you  already,  and  we  shall  de- 
monstrate to  yon  more  clearly  in  future,  that  such  minds 
placed  in  authority  can  do  more  mischief  to  a  country,  can 
treat  all  ranks  and  distinctions  with  more  pride,  insolence, 
and  arrogance,  than  those  who  have  been  bom  under  canopies 
of  state  and  swaddled  in  purple;  you  will  see  that  they  con 
waste  a  country  more  eflectually  than  the  proudest  and  most 
mighty  conquerors,  who  by  the  greatness  of  their  military 
talents  have  first  subdued  and  afterwards  plundered  nations. 

The  prisoner's  counsel  have  thought  proper  to  entertain 
your  lordships,  and  to  defend  their  client,  by  comparing  him 
with  the  men  who  are  said  to  have  erected  a  pyramid  of  ninety 
thousand  human  heads.  Notv,  look  back,  my  lords,  to  Be- 
nares; consider  the  extent  of  country  laid  waste  and  desolated, 
and  its  immense  population,  and  then  see  whether  famine 
may  not  destroy  as  well  as  the  sword  ;  and  whether  this  man 
is  not  as  well  entitled  to  erect  his  pyramid  of  ninety  thou* 
sand  heads  as  any  terrific  tyrant  of  the  East.  We  follow 
him  now  to  another  theatre,  the  territories  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude. 

My  lords,  Oude  (together  with  the  additions  made  to  it 
by  Sujah  Dowlah),  in  point  of  geographical  extent,  is  about 
the  sise  of  England.  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  possessed  this  coun- 
try as  Nabob,  was  a  prince  of  a  haughty  character ;  ferocious 
in  a  high  degree  towards  his  enemies,  and  towards  all  those 
who  resisted  his  will.  He  was  magnificent  in  his  expenses, 
yet  economical  with  regard  to  his  resources ;  maintaining  his 
court  in  a  pomp  and  splendour  which  is  perhaps  unknown  to 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  At  the  same  time  he  was  anch  an 
economist,  that  from  an  inconsiderable  revenue,  at  the  begin- 
ning; of  his  reign,  he  was  annually  enabled  to  make  great 
savings.  He  thus  preserved,  towards  the  end  of  it,  his  peophi 
in  peace,  tranquillity,  and  order ;  and  though  he  was  an  aroi- 
trary  prince,  he  never  strained  his  revenue  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  lose  their  sffectiona,  while  he  Med  his  exi' 
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Bucli  appears  to  have  been  the  true  character  of  Siijah  Dow- 
lah ;  your  lordships  hnye  heard  what  ia  the  character  which 
the  priBoner  at  your  bar  and  his  counsel  bare  thought  proper 
to  giTe  you  of  him. 

Sureiy,  my  lords,  the  situation  of  the  great,  as  well  at  of  the 
lower,  ranka  in  that  country  must  be  aaubject  of  melancboly 
reflection  to  every  man.  Tour  lordBbips'  compaasion  will,  I 
presume,  lead  you  to  feel  for  the  lowest ;  and  I  hope  that 
your  sympatbetic  dignity  will  make  you  consider  in  what 
manaer  the  princea  of  this  country  are  treated.  They  have 
not  only  been  treated  at  your  lordships'  bar  with  indignity 
by  the  prisoner,  but  bis  counsel  do  not  leave  their  ancestors 
to  rest  quietly  in  their  graves.  They  have  slandered  their 
faniilies,  and  have  gone  into  scandalous  history,  that  baa  no 
foundation  in  facta  whatever. 

Tour  lordships  have  seen  how  he  attempted  to  slander  the 
sneest-ors  of  Cheit  Sing,  to  deny  that  thev  were  zemindars  ; 
and  yet  he  must  have  known  from  printed  books,  taken  from 
the  Company's  records,  the  utter  tiilBily  of  bis  declaration. 
Tou  need  only  look  into  Mr.  Verelat's  Appendix,  and  there 
you  will  see  that  that  country  has  always  been  called  the 
zemindary  of  Bulwant  Sing.  Tou  will  find  him  always 
called  the  zemindar ;  it  was  the  known  acknowledged  name, 
tiU  this  gentlemen  thought  proper  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  deny  that  he  was  a  zemindar,  and  to  assert  that 
he  was  only  an  aumil.  He  slanders  the  pedigree  of  this 
man  m  mean  and  base,  yet  be  was  not  ashamed  to  take  from 
him  £23,000  ;  in  like  manner  he  takes  from  Azoph  ul  Dow- 
Jah  £100,000,  which  lie  would  have  appropriated  to  himself, 

id  then  directs  his  counsel  to  rake  up  the  slander  of  Dow's 

itory,  a  book  of  no  authority,  a  book  that  no  man  values 

t  or  degree.     In  this  hook  they  find  that  roman- 

□d  ridiculous  story,  upon  which  an  honourable 

illow-manager  of  mine,  who  is  much  more  capable  than  I 
am  of  doing  justice  to  the  subject,  has  commented  with  his 
usual  ability ;  I  allude  to  that  story  of  spitting  on  the  beard ; 
the  mutual  compact  to  poison  one  another.  That  Arabian 
tale,  fit  only  to  form  a  ridiculous  tragedy,  has  been  gravely 
mentioned  to  your  lordships,  for  the  purpose  of  slandering 
the  pedigree  of  this  vizier  of  Oude,  and  making  him  vile 
m  your  lordships'  eyes.     My  honourable  friend  has  exposed  to 
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you  the  abaurdity  of  these  Btoriee,  but  he  has  not  shown  y 
tlie  malice  of  their  propagators.  The  prisoner  aad  his  couD> 
Bel  have  referred  fco  Dow'b  Hiatorj-,  who  culls  this  Kabob 
"  the  more  infamoua  son  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar." 
They  wish  that  your  lordehips  should  consider  him  as  a  per- 
son vilely  bom,  ignominiously  educated,  and  practising  a 
mean  trade;  in  order  that,  when  it  shall  be  proved  that  he 
and  hia  family  were  treated  with  every  kind  of  indignity 
and  contempt  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  the  sympathy  of 
mankind  should  be  weakened.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  mon- 
strous perfidy  and  ingratitude  of  this  man,  wno,  after  receiv- 
ing great  fevours  from  the  Nabob,  is  not  Batisfied  with  oppreas- 
ing  bis  ofl'spring,  hut  goes  back  to  his  ancestors,  tears  them 
out  of  their  graves,  and  viUfies  them  with  slanderous  asper- 
sions. My  lords,  the  ancestor  of  bujab  Dowlah  was  a  great 
prince ;  certainly  a,  subordinate  prince,  because  ho  was  &  eer- 
vant  of  the  Great  Mogul,  who  was  well  called  King  of 
Kings,  for  he  had  in  his  service  persons  of  high  degree.  He 
was  born  in  Persia;  but  was  not,  as  is  falsely  said,  the  more 
infamous  «on  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar.  Your  lordships 
are  not  unacquainted  with  the  state  and  histary  of  India; 
you  therefore  know  that  Persia  has  been  the  nursery  of  all  the 
Mahomedan  nobility  nf  India;  alm<»t  everything  in  that  couo- 
try  which  is  not  of  Gentoo  origin  is  of  Pentiau ;  so  much  so 
that  the  Persian  language  is  tlie  language  of  the  court,  and  of 
every  ofKee  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  Among  these 
noble  Persians,  the  family  of  the  Nabob  stands  in  the  high- 
est degree.  Hisfather'sanceators  were  of  noble  descent,  and 
those  of  hia  mother,  Munny  Begum,  more  eminently  and 
more  Ulustriously  so.  This  distinguished  family,  on  no 
better  authority  than  that  of  the  historian  Sow,  has  beea 
slandered  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  in  order  to  destroy  the 
character  of  those  wlioiii  lie  had  already  robbed  of  their  sub- 
stance. Your  lordships  will  have  obaen'ed  with  disgust,  bow 
the  Dowa  and  the  Hastiugses,  and  the  whole  of  that  trib^ 
treat  their  superiors  ;  in  what  insolent  language  they  speak  cj 
them,  and  with  what  pride  and  indignity  they  traanple  upon 
the  first  names  and  the  first  characters  in  that  devoted  coun- 
ay. 

Hot  supposing  it  perfectly  true  that  this  man  h 
Diure  infamous  son  of  an  iutamoua  Persian  pedlar  : ' 
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risen  to  be  the  secondar}- aovereign  af  that  country.  He  hati 
a  revenue  of  £3,600,000  sterling  ;  a  vast  and  immenHe  reve- 
nue ;  equal  perhaps  to  the  clear  revenue  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. He  maintained  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoUBond  men.  He  bad  a  splendid  court,  and  his  coiintir 
was  prosperous  and  happy.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Sujah 
Dowlah,  the  Naboh  of  Oude,  and  such  the  condition  of  Oude 
under  his  government.  With  his  pedigree,  I  believe,  jour 
lordships  will  think  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  cause  now 
before  us.  It  has  been  pressed  upon  us ;  and  this  marks  the 
indecency,  the  raneour,  the  insolence,  the  pride,  and  tyranny 
which  the  Dows  and  the  Haatingses,  and  the  people  of  that 
claea  and  character,  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  over  the 
great  in  India. 

My  lords,  1  f  hall  be  saTed  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  proving 
to  you  the  flourishing  state  of  Oude,  because  the  priflonei 
adaiits  it  as  largely  as  I  could  wish  to  state  it ;  and,  what  ib 
more,  he  admits  too  the  truth  ef  our  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion to  which  it  is  now  reduced  (hut  I  shall  not  let  him  off 
so  easily  upon  this  point).  He  admits,  too,  that  it  was  led  in 
this  reduced  and  ruined  state  at  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion. In  his  defence  he  attributes  the  whole  mischief  gene- 
rally to  a  faulty  system  of  government.  My  lords,  systems 
never  make  mankind  happy  or  unhappy,  any  further  than  aa 
they  give  occasiona  for  wicked  men  to  exercise  their  o»-n 
abominable  talents,  suhserrient  to  their  own  more  abominable 
dispositions.  The  system,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  was  bad  ;  but 
I  waa  not  the  maker  of  it.  1  our  lordships  have  seen  him 
apply  this  mode  of  reasoning  to  Benares,  and  you  will  now 
see  that  he  applies  it  to  Oude.  I  came,  says  he,  into  a  bad 
system ;  that  eystem  was  not  of  my  making,  but  I  was 
obliged  to  act  according  to  the  spirit  of  it. 

Now  every  honest  man  would  say,  I  came  to  a  bad  system  ; 
I  had  every  facility  of  abusing  my  power ;  I  had  eveiy  temp- 


tation topeculftte;  I  had  every  incitement  to  oppress;  I  had 
every  means  of  concealment,  by  the  defects  of  the  ayatem  ; 
but  I  corrected  that  evil  system  by  the  goodness  of  my  ad- 


ministration;  by  the  prudence,  the  energy,  the  virtue  of  my 
conduct.  This  ia  what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  would  say: 
but  what  says  Mr.  Hastings  ?  A  bad  system  was  made  to 
my  hands ;  I  bad  nothing  to  do  in  making  it,     I  was  alto- 
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gether  an  involuntary  instrumeol;  and  obliged  to  execute 
every  evil  whicli  that  svHtein  contained.  Thia  ia  the  line  of 
conduct  your  lordahips  are  called  to  decide  upon.  And  1 
must  here  again  remind  you  that  we  are  at  aa  issue  of  law. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  avowed  a  certain  set  of  principles  upon 
which  he  acts ;  and  your  lordahips  are  therefore  to  judge 
whether  his  acts  are  juatifioble,  because  he  found  an  evil 
fiystem  to  act  upon ;  or  whether  he  and  all  governors  upon 
earth  have  not  a  general  good  system  upon  which  they  ought 

The  prisoner  tells  you,  my  lords,  that  it  was  in  consequence 
of  this  evil  systetti,  that  the  Nabob,  from  being  a  powerful 
prince,  became  reduced  to  a  wretched  dependant  on  the 
Company,  and  subject  to  all  the  evils  of  that  degraded  state: 
— suDJect  to  eitortion,  to  indignity,  to  oppression.  All  these 
your  lordships  are  called  upon  to  sanction :  and  because  they 
may  be  connected  with  an  existing  system,  you  are  to  declare 
them  to  be  an  allowable  part  of  a  code  for  the  government  of 
British  India. 

In  the  year  177S,  that  powerful,  magnificent,  and  illustrious 
prince,  Sujah  Dowlali,  died  in  possession  of  the  country  of 
Oude.  He  had  long  governed  a  happy  and  contented  people; 
and  if  we  eicept  the  portion  of  tyranny  which  we  admit  he 
really  did  exercise  towards  some  few  individuals  who  resist- 
ed hiB  power,  he  was  a  wise  and  beneficent  governor.  This 
prince  died  in  the  midst  of  his  power  and  fortune,  leaving 
somewhere  about  fourscore  children.  Your  lordships  know 
that  the  princes  of  the  East  have  a  great  number  of  wives ; 
and  we  know  that  these  women,  though  reputed  of  a  secon- 
dary rank,  are  yet  of  a  very  high  degree,  and  honourahty  main- 
tained according  to  the  customs  of  the  East.  Sujah  DowlaU 
had  but  one  lawful  wife :  he  had  by  her  but  one  lawful  child, 
Azoph  ul  Dowlah.  He  had  about  twenty-one  male  children ; 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  a  person  whom  yon  have  heard  of  '. 
very  often  in  these  proceedings,  called  Saadit  Ali.  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah,  being  the  sole  legitimate  sou,  had  all  the  pretensions 
to  succeed  his  father  as  sabadar  of  Oude,  which  could  belong 
to  any  person  under  the  Mogul  government. 

Tour  lordships  will  distinguish  between  a  zemindar, 
ia  a  perpetual  landholder,  the  hereditary  proprietor  o 
Batate. — and  a  subadar,  wbo  derives  from  his  mastei'a  will  uiid 
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^ndeoeure  nil  hie  em  ploy  men  ta,  and  who,  instead  of  liaving  tbe 
jBghirdars  subject  to  his  supposed  arbitrary  will.  Is  bimself  a 
Bubject,  and  must  have  his  sovereign's  patent  for  hia  place. 
Therefore,  atrictiy  and  properly  speaking,  there  is  no  succes- 
Bion  in  the  office  of  subaiiar,  At  thia  time  the  Company, 
who  flione  could  obtain  the  sunnuds  or  patent  from  tbe  Great 
Mogul,  upon  account  of  the  power  they  posaeased  in  India, 
thought,  aud  thought  rightly,  that  with  an  officer  who  bad 
no  hereditary  power  there  could  be  no  hereditary  engage- 
ments ;  and  that  in  their  treaty  with  A/oph  u!  Dowlah,  for 
whom  they  had  procured  the  aunnud  from  the  &reat  Mogul, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  propose  their  own  terms,  which,  if 
honourable  and  mutually  advautageous  to  tbe  new  aubadar 
and  to  the  Company,  they  had  a  right  to  insist  upon.  A  treaty 
was  therefore  concluded  between  the  Company  and  Azoph  iii 
Dowlah,  in  which  the  latter  stipulated  to  pay  a  fiied  subsidy 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  certain  number  of  troopa ;  by  which 
the  Company's  tinances  were  greatly  relieved  and  their  mili- 
tary strength  greatly  increased. 

This  treaty  did  not  contain  one  word  which  could  justify 
any  interference  in  the  Nabob's  government.  That  evil  sys- 
tem, as  Mr.  Hastings  calls  it,  is  not  even  mentioned  or  ^uded 
to;  nor  is  there,  I  again  say,  one  word  which  authorized 
"Warren  Hastinga,  or  any  other  person  whatever,  to  interfere 
in  the  interior  affairs  of  his  country.  He  was  legally  con- 
stituted viceroy  of  Oude.  Hia  dignity  of  rizier  of  the  em- 
Sire,  with  all  the  power  which  that  office  gave  him,  derived 
•om  and  held  under  the  Mogul  government,  he  legally  pos- 
sessed ;  and  this  evil  system,  which,  Mr.  Hastings  aaya,  led 
him  to  commit  the  enormities  of  which  you  shall  hear  by 


and  by, 
stated.  , 

But,  my  lords,  the  prisonei 
pretence,  any  sort  of  means  c( 
in  the  government  of  the  ec 
himself  of  them ;  to  use  them 
by  his  own  arbitrary 
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thinks  that  when,  under  any 
iild  be  furniahed  of  interfering 
uitry,  be  baa  a  right  to  avail 
It  his  pleaaure  ;  and  to  govern 
The  vizier,  he  says,  by  this 


^eaty  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage  ;    and  he 

thia  curious  distinction  in  proof  of  it.     It  was,  he  says,  an 

itional  vassalage,  for  if  he  chose  to  get  rid  of  ojr  troops, 

e  might  do  so  and  be  free  ;  if  he  had  not  a  mind  to  do  that. 
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aud  found  &  benefit  in  it,  tlien  he  was  a  rapsal.  But  tbeieil 
nothing  less  true.  Here  is  a  fierson  who  keeps  a  Bubsidiary 
body  of  your  troops,  whieli  lie  is  to  pay  for  you,  and  in  con- 
eequence  of  this  Mr.  Hastings  maintainB  that  he  becomes! 
vassal.  I  shall  not  dispute  whether  vassalage  is  optional,  or 
by  force,  or  in  what  way  Mr.  Hastings  considered  this  prince 
as  a  vassal  of  the  Company.  Let  it  be  as  he  pleased.  I 
only  think  it  necessary  that  your  lordships  should  truly  know 
the  actual  state  of  that  country,  and  the  ground  upon  which 
Mr,  Hastings  stood.  Your  lordships  will  find  it  a  fairy  land, 
in  which  there  is  a  perpetual  masquerade,  where  no  one  thing 
appears  as  it  really  is,  where  the  person  who  seems  to  have 
the  authority  is  a  slave,  while  the  person  who  seems  to  be  the 
slave  has  the  authority.  In  that  ambiguous  government  every- 
thing favours  fraud ;  everything  favours  peculation ;  every- 
thing favours  violence;  everything  favours  conceaiment.  Ton 
will,  therefore,  permit  me  to  show  to  you  what  were  the 
principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  appears,  according  to  the 
evidence  before  you,  to  have  acted ;  what  the  state  of  the 
country  was,  according  to  his  conceptions  of  it ;  and  then 
you  wul  see  how  he  apphed  those  principles  to  that  state. 

"  The  means  by  which  our  government  acquired  this  in- 
fluence," says  Mr.  Eastings,  "  and  its  right  to  exercise  it,  will 
require  a  previous  explanation,"  He  then  proceeds,  "  With 
his  death  (Sujah  Dowlah's)  a  new  political  system  com- 
menced, and  Mr,  Bristow  was  constituted  the  instrument  of 
its  formation,  and  the  trustee  for  tbe  management  of  it.  The 
Nabob  Azoph  nl  Dowlah  was  deprived  of  a  large  part  of  his 
inheritance  ;  I  mean  the  province  of  Benares,  attached  by  a 
very  feeble  and  precarious  tenure  to  our  dominions  5  the 
army  fised  to  a  permanent  station  in  a  remote  line  of  his  fron- 
tier, with  an  augmented  and  perpetual  subsidy.  A  new  army, 
amphibiously  composed  of  troops  in  his  service  and  pay,  cora- 
manded  by  English  oiBcers  of  our  own  nomination,  for  the 
defence  of  his  new  conquests,  and  his  own  natural  troops 
annihilated,  or  alienated  oy  the  insufficiency  of  his  revenue 
for  all  his  disbursements ;  and  the  prior  claims  of  those  which 
our  authority  or  influence  commanded  :  in  a  word,  he  became 
a  vassal  of  the  govemmeot,  but  he  still  possessed  an  ostensi- 
ble sovereignty.  His  titular  rank  of  vizier  of  the  emriie 
rendered  him  a  conspicuous  object  of  view  to  all  the  stuei 
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and  chiefs  of  India ;  aud  on  the  moderation  and  justice  with 
vhich  the  British  government  in  Bengal  exorcised  its  influ- 
ence over  hira,  many  points  most  essentia!  to  its  political 
strength  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British  name  depended." 

Your  lordships  see,  tha,t  the  system  which  is  supposed  to 
have  reduced  hmi  to  vasaaJage  did  not  make,  aa  he  contends, 
a  violent  exercise  of  our  power  necessary  or  proper ;  but  poa- 
eseing,  as  the  ffahob  did,  that  high  nominal  dignity,  and 
being  in  that  state  of  vnasalage,  as  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
proper  to  term  it,  though  there  is  no  vassalage  mentioned  in 
the  treaty  ;  being,  I  say,  in  that  aituation  of  honour,  credit, 
and  character,  sovereign  of  a  country  as  large  aa  England, 
yielding  an  immense  revenue,  and  nourishing  in  trade  ;  cer- 
tainly our  honour  depended  upon  the  use  we  made  of  that 
influence  which  our  power  gave  ua  over  him ;  and  we  there- 
fore press  it  upon  your  tordeliipa,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  was  such  as  dishonoured  this  nation. 

He  proceeds :  "  That  ia  not  a  place,  nor  have  I  room  in  it 
to  prove,  what  I  shall  here  content  myself  with  affirmioE,  that 
by  a  sacred  and  undeviating  observance  of  every  principle  of 
public  faith  the  British  dominion  might  have  by  this  time 
acquired  the  means  of  its  extension,  tnrough  a  virtual  sub- 
mission to  its  authority,  to  every  region  of  Hindoatan  and 
Deccan.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  should  advise  suirh  a  design, 
were  it  practicable,  which  at  this  time  it  certainly  is  not,  and 
I  very  much  fear  that  the  limited  formation  of  such  equal 
ftUiances  as  might  be  useful  to  our  present  condition,  and 
conduce  to  its  improvement,  is  become  liable  to  almost  insur- 
mountable difficulties ;  every  power  in  India  must  wish  for 
the  support  of  ours,  but  they  ail  dread  the  connexion. 

"  The  subjection  of  Bengal,  and  the  deprivation  of  the 
&mily  of  Jaffier  All  Kh&n,  though  an  effect  of  inevitable 
necessity,  the  present  usurpations  of  the  righta  of  the  Nabob 
Wallar  Jau  in  the  Camatit^  and  the  licentious  violations  oi' 
the  treaty  eiistingbetweentheCompanyandtho  Nabob  Nizam 
ul  Dowlah,  though  checked  by  the  remedial  interposition  of 
tbia  government,  stand  aa  terrible  precedents  against  us  ;  the 
effects  of  our  conoeiion  with  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
had  a  rapid  tendency  to  the  aame  consequencea,  and  it  has 
been  my  invariable  study  to  prevent  it." 

Your  lordships  will  remember  that  the  counael  at  the  bai 
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hav?  Mid,  that  they  undertook  the  defence  of  "Warren  Hast- 
ings, not  in  order  to  defend  him,  but  to  rescue  the  Britisb 
charu;ter  from  the  imputations  which  hare  been  laid  upon  it 
by  the  CommonB  of  Great  Britain,  They  have  said,  that 
the  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain  have  slandered  their  country, 
and  have  misrepresented  ita  character ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  servants  of  the  Company  have  sustained  and  miua- 
tained  the  dignity  of  the  Eogliab  c1iara<:ter,  have  kept  ita 
public  faith  inviolate,  preserved  the  people  from  oppreeaiou, 
reconciled  every  government  to  it  in  India,  and  have  made 
every  person  under  it  prosperous  and  happy. 

My  lords,  you  see  what  this  man  says  bimaelf,  when  en- 
deavouring  to  prove  his  own  innocence.  Instead  of  proving  it 
by  the  facts  alleged  by  his  counsel,  he  declarea  tliat,  by  pre* 
serving  good  faith,  you  might  have  conquered  India,  the 
most  glorious  conquest  that  was  ever  made  in  the  world ; 
that  all  the  people  want  our  assistance,  but  dread  our  connex- 
ion. Why  ?  Because  our  whole  conduct  baa  been  one  per- 
petual tissue  of  perfidy  and  breach  of  faith  with  every  person 
who  has  been  in  alliance  with  na,  in  any  mode  whatever ; 
here  is  the  man  himself  who  says  it.  Can  we  bear  that  this 
man  should  now  stand  up  in  this  place  as  the  assertor  of  the 
honour  of  the  British  nation  against  us,  who  ciiarge  this  dis- 
honour to  have  fallen  upon  us  by  him,  througli  him,  and 
during  his  government  p 

But  all  the  mischief,  he  goes  on  to  assert,  was  in  the  pre- 
vious system,  in  the  formation  of  which  he  had  no  share ;  the 
system  of  1775,  when  the  first  treaty  with  the  Nabob  was 
made.  "That  system,"  says  he,  "is  not  mine,  it  was  made 
by  Glcneral  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
So  it  was,  my  lords.  It  did  them  very  great  honour;  and  I 
believe  it  ever  will  do  them  honour,  in  the  eyea  of  the  British 
nation,  that  they  took  an  opportunity,  without  the  violation 
of  faith,  without  the  breach  of  any  one  treaty,  aud  without 
injury  to  any  person,  to  do  great  and  eminent  services  to  the 
Company ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  disclaims  it,  nnnecessarily  dis- 
claims it,  for  no  one  charges  him  with  it.  Wliat  we  charge 
him  with  is  llie  abuse  of  that  system.  To  one  of  these 
abuses  I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention.  Finding, 
soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Governor- Gener^ 
that  the  Nabob  was  likely  to  get  into  debt,  he  turns  him  into 


■  WABBEN    HABTtSOa,   E94.  US 

■  MiBsal,  and  resolves  to  treat  him  aa  such.  Tou  will  ob- 
serre  that  this  ia  not  the  only  instaaee  in  which,  upon  a 
Mure  of  payment,  the  defaulter  becomes  directly  a  vassal. 
You  remember  how  Durbedgy  Sing,  the  moment  he  fell  into 
an  arrear  of  tribute,  became  a  vassal,  and  was  thrown  into 
prison,  without  any  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  occasionea 
that  arrear.  With  respect  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  we  assert, 
and  can  prove,  that  his  revenue  was  £3,600,000  at  the  day 
of  hifl  father's  death  ;  and  if  the  revenue  fell  off  afterwards, 
there  was  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  he  possessed  iu 
abundance  the  means  of  paying  the  Company  every  fiirthing. 
Before  I  quit  this  subject,  your  lordships  will  again  permit 
me  to  reprobate  the  malicious  inainuations  by  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  thought  proper  to  slander  the  virtuous  persons  who 
are  the  authora  of  that  ayatem  which  be  complains  of.  They 
ore  men  whose  characters  this  country  will  ever  respect, 
boDOur,  and  revere,  both  the  living  and  the  dead ;  the  dead  for 
the  living,  and  the  living  for  the  dead.  They  will  altogether 
be  revered  for  a  conduct  honourable  and  glorious  to  Great 
Britain  ;  whilst  their  names  stand,  as  they  now  do,  unspotted 
by  the  least  imputation  of  oppression,  breach  of  faith,  perjury, 
bribery,  or  any  other  fraud  whatever.  I  know  there  was  a 
&ction  formed  against  them,  upon  that  very  account.  Be 
corrupt,  you  have  friends ;  stem  the  torrent  of  corruption,  you 
open  a  thousand  venal  mouths  against  you.  Men  resolvea  to 
do  their  duty  must  be  content  to  suffer  such  opprobrium,  and 
1  am  content ;  in  the  name  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  1  glory  in  our  having  appoint- 
ed some  good  servants,  at  least,  to  India. 

But  to  proceed.  "  This  system  was  not,"  says  be,  "  of  my 
making."  Tou  would  then  naturally  imagine  that  the  per- 
•ona  vvho  made  this  abominable  system  biul  also  made  some 
frfrannous  use  of  it.  Let  us  see  what  use  they  made  of  it 
during  the  time  of  their  majority  in  the  council.  There  waa 
an  arrear  of  subsidy  due  from  the  Kabob,  How  it  came  into 
BTTear,  we  shall  consider  hereafter.  The  Nabob  proposed  to 
pay  it  by  taxing  the  jaghires  of  hia  family,  and  taking  some 
money  from  the  Begum.  This  was  consented  to  by  Mr.  Bris- 
tow,  at  that  time  resident  for  the  Company  in  Oude ;  and  to 
this  arrangement  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  and  his  advisers  lent  a 
willing  ear.     "What  did  Mr.  Hastings  then  say  of  this  troua* 
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action  f     He  called  it  a  violent  assumption  of  power  on  tba 

Eort  of  the  council.  He  did  not,  you  see,  then  allow  that  a 
ad  Bystem  justified  any  persona  whatever  in  an  abuse  of  it,  \ 
He  contended  that  it  waa  a  violent  attack  upon  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  parties  from  whom  the  money  was  to  be  , 
taken;  that  it  had  no  ground  or  foundation  in  justice  what* 
ever,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  right  and 
equity.  I 

Tour  lordships  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  that  afterward*,     | 
by  his  own  consent,  and  the  consent  of  the  rest  of  the  coun-     ' 
cjl,  this  business  was  compromised  between  the  son,  the     , 
mother,  and  their  relations.     A  very  great  sum  of  money, 
which  was  most  useful  to  the  Company  at  that  period,  was 
raised  by  a  family  compact  and  arrangement  among  them- 
sekea.     This  proceeding  was  sanctioned  hy  the  Company,     , 
Mr.  Hastings  himself  consenting ;  and  a  pledge  was  eiTeu 
to  the  Begums  aud  family  of  the  Xabob  that  this  should  be 
the  last  demand  made  upon  them,  that  it  should  be  consid- 
ered not  as  taken  compulsirely,  but  as  a  friendly  and  amica- 
ble donation.     They  never  admitted,  nor  did  the  Nabob  ever 
contend,  that  he  had  any  right  at  all  to  take  this  money  from 
them.     At  that  time,  it  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  that 
the  badness  of  the  system  would  justify  any  violence  as  s 
consequence  of  it ;  aud  when  the  advancement  of  the  money     i 
was  agreed  to  between  the  parties,  as  a  family  and  amicable     ' 
compact,  he  was  as  ready  as  anybody  to  propose  and  saac- 
tion  a  regular  treaty  between  the  parties,  that  all  claims  on 
one  side,  and  all  kind  of  uneasiness  on  the  other,  should  cease 
for  ever,  wider  the  guardianship  of  British  faith. 

Mr.  Hastings,  as  your  lordships  remember,  boa  conceded 
that  British  faith  is  the  support  of  the  British  empire ;  that  if 
that  empirs  is  to  be  maintained,  it  is  to  be  maintained  by 
good  faith  ;  that  if  it  is  to  be  propagated,  it  is  to  be  propa- 
gated by  public  faith ;  and  that  if  the  British  empire  Mia,  it 
will  be  through  perfidy  and  violence.     These  are  the  princi- 

g'es  which  he  assumes  when  he  chooses  to  reproach  others. 
ut  when  he  has  to  defend  his  own  perfidy  and  breaches  of 
faith,  then,  as  your  lordships  will  find  set  forth  in  his  defen(« 
before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Benares  charge,  he 
denies,  or  at  least  questions,  the  validity  of  any  treaty  that 
con  at  preaent  be  made  with  Iudi&.     He  decutres  that  bi 
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considers  all  treaties  as  being  weakened  by  a  considerable  d^ 
gree  of  doubt  respecting  their  validity  imd  their  binding  Ibrce, 
in  such  a  etftte  of  things  as  exists  in  India. 

Whatever  was  done,  during  that  period  of  time  to  wbich'I 
have  alluded,  by  the  majority  of  the  coimcil,  Mr.  Hastings 
considered  himself  as  having  nothing  to  do  with,  on  the  plea 
of  his  being  a  dissentient  member :  a  principle  which,  like 
other  principles,  I  shall  take  some  notice  of  by  and,  by. 
Colonel  Monson  and  General  Clavering  died  soon  after,  and 
Mr.  HaetingB  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  and  was 
then,  as  he  rails  it,  restored  to  his  authority ;  so  that  any  evil 
that  could  be  done  by  evil  men,  under  that  eivil  sytitein,  could 
have  lasted  but  for  a  very  short  time  indeed.  From  that 
moment  Mr.  Hastings,  in  my  opinion,  became  responsible  for 
every  act  done  incouncil  while  be  was  therei,  which  he  did  not 
resist ;  and  for  every  engagement  which  be  did  not  oppose. 
For  your  lordships  will  not  bear  that  miserable  jargon  which 
you  have  heard,  shamefijl  to  office  and  to  official  authority, 
that  a  man,  when  he  happens  not  to  find  himself  in  a  majority 
upon  any  measure,  may  think  himself  excusable  for  the  total 
neglect  of  his  duty  ;  that  in  such  a  situation  he  is  not  bound 
to  propose  anything  that  it  might  be  proper  to  propose,  or 
to  resist  anything  that  it  might  be  proper  to  resist.  "What 
would  be  the  inference  Irom  such  au  assumption?  That  he 
can  never  act  in  a  commission ;  that  unless  a  man  has  the 
supreme  power,  he  is  not  responsible  for  anything  he  does  or 
Delects  to  do.  This  is  another  principle  which  your  lord* 
sliips  will  see  constantly  asserted  and  constantly  referred  to 
by  Mr,  Hastings.  Now  I  do  contend,  that  notwithstanding 
his  having  been  in  a  minority,  if  tiiere  was  anything  to  be 
done  that  could  prevent  oppressive  consequences,  he  was 
bound  to  do  that  thing;  and  that  he  waa  bound  to  propose 
every  possible  remedi^  measure.  This  proud,  rebellious 
propositiou  against  the  law,  that  any  one  individual  in  the 
council  may  say  that  he  is  responsible  for  nothing,  because 
he  is  not  the  whole  council,  calls  for  your  lordships'  strongest 
reprobation. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  treaty 
was  made  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  to  advert  to  dates)  in 
the  year  1775.  Mr.  Hastings  acquired  the  majority  in  somo- 
tbing  mote  than  a  year  afterwards ;  and  therefore,  suppuaing 
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the  acts  of  the  former  mnjority  to  have  been  erer  eo  loiqui- 
touB,  their  power  lusted  but  a  short  time.  From  the  year 
1776  to  1784,  Mr.  Raatlnga  had  the  whole  govemmeut  of 
Oude  ia  bimaelf,  by  haying  the  majority  in  the  covmciL  My 
lords,  it  ia  no  oflenee  that  a  governor-general,  or  anybody 
eUe,  has  the  majority  in  the  council.  To  have  the  govern- 
ment in  himself  is  no  offence.  Neither  was  it  any  offence, 
if  you  please,  that  the  Nabob  was  virtually  a  vasBal  to  the 
Company,  as  he  contends  he  waa ;  for  the  question  is  not 
what  a  governor-general  may  do,  but  what  Warren  HaatingB 
did  do.  He  who  has  a  majority  in  council,  and  records  hia 
own  B£tB  there,  may  justify  these  acts  as  legal;  I  mean  the 
mode  is  legal.  But  as  he  eieoutea  whatever  he  proposes  a8 
governor-general,  he  is  solely  responsible  for  the  nature  of 
the  acta  themselreH. 

I  shall  now  show  your  lordahipa,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  find- 
ing, as  he  states,  the  Nabob  to  be  made,  by  the  treaty  in 
1775,  eventually  a  vassal  to  the  Company,  has  thought  proper 
to  make  him  a  vassal  to  himself,  for  bis  own  private  piuposes. 
Your  lordships  will  see  what  corrupt  and  iniquitous  purpoBea 
they  were.  In  the  first  place,  in  order  to  annihilate  in  effect 
the  council,  and  to  take  wholly  from  them  their  control  in 
the  affairs  of  Oude,  he  suppressed  [your  lordships  will  find 
the  fact  proved  in  your  minutes]  the  Persian  correspondence, 
which  was  the  whole  correspondence  of  Oude.  This  whole 
correspondence  was  secreted  by  him,  and  kept  from  the 
council.  It  waa  never  communicated  to  the  Persian  transla- 
tor of  the  Company,  Mr.  Colebrooke,  who  had  a  salary  for 
executing  that  of&ce.  It  was  secreted  and  kept  in  the  private 
cabinet  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  from  the  period  of  1781  to  1785, 
no  part  of  it  was  communicated  to  the  council.  There  is 
nothing,  as  your  lordships  have  often  found  in  this  trial,  that 
epeaba  for  the  man  like  nimself ; — there  ia  nothing  will  speak 
for  his  conduct  like  the  records  of  the  Company, 

"  Fort  William,  19lh  February,    765. 

''At  a  Council;  present,  the  honourable  John  Macpherson, 
E»q.,  QovErnor-Qeneral,  President,  and  John  Stables,  Esq. 

"The  Persian  translator  attending,  in  obedience  to  thf 
board's  orders,  reports,  that  since  the  end  of  the  year  17bJ 
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there  \:xve  been  no  books  of  correspondence  kept  in  his 
odice ;  DecauEO  from  that  time  until  the  late  Grovernor-Geoe- 
nJ'e  departure,  he  waa  employed  but  once  by  the  goYernor- 
general  to  manage  the  correepondence,  during  a  ehort  visit 
which  Major  Davy,  the  military  Persian  interpreter,  paid  Ly 
the  governor's  order  to  Lucknow.  That  during  that  whole 
period  of  three  jeare  he  remained  entirely  ignorant  of  tlie 
correspondence,  as  he  was  applied  to  on  no  occasion,  except 
for  a  few  papers  sometimeB  sent  to  him  by  the  secretaries, 
which  he  always  returned  to  them  as  soon  as  translated. 

"  The  Persian  tranalator  has  received  from  Mr.  Scott,  sir.M 
the  late  Governor- General's  departure,  a  trunk  containing 
English  drafts  and  translations,  and  the  Persian  originals  of 
letters  and  papers,  with  three  books  in  the  Persian  language, 
containing  copies  of  letters,  written  between  August,  1782, 
Bud  JanuaiT,  1783 ;  and  if  the  board  should  please  to  order 
the  seoretariea  of  the  general  department  to  furnish  him  with 
(xipies  of  all  translations  and  drafts  recorded  in  their  consul- 
tations, between  the  Ist  of  January,  1783,  and  the  Slst  of 
January,  1785,  he  thinks  that  he  should  be  able,  with  what 
he  has  found  in  Captain  Scott's  trunk,  to  make  up  the  cor- 
lespondeBce  for  that  period. 

»"  (Signed)  Edwakd  Colebkooze, 

Persian  Tranalator," 
Hear  then,  my  lords,  what  becomes  of  the  records  of  the 
Company,  which  were  to  be  the  vouchers  for  every  public 
act,  which  were  to  show  whether,  in  the  Company's  trans- 
actions, agreements,  and  treaties  vrith  the  native  powers,  the 
public  feith  was  kept  or  not.  Ton  see  them  all  crammed 
into  Mr,  Scott's  trunk ;  a  trunk  into  which  they  put  what 
they  please,  take  out  what  they  please,  suppress  what  they 
please,  or  thrust  in  whatever  will  answer  their  purpose.  The 
records  of  the  Governor- General  and  council  of  Bengal  are 
kept  in  Captain  Jonathan  Scott's  trunk ;  this  trunk  is  to  ba 
considered  as  the  real  and  true  channel  of  intelligence  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  country  powers ;  but  even  this 
channel  waa  not  open  to  any  member  of  the  council,  except 
Mr.  Hastings ;  and  when  the  council,  for  the  first  time,  dar- 
ing to  think  for  themselves,  call  upon  the  Persian  translator 
be'knows  nothing  about  it.     We  find  that  it  is  given  int* 
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the  hands  of  a  person  nominated  by  Mr.  Hastiogn,  Major 
Davy.  Wbat  do  the  Company  know  of  him  ?  Why,  he  was 
Mr.  Haatinga'a  private  Becretary.  In  this  manner  the  conneil 
have  been  annihilated  during  all  these  tranBactiona,  and  have 
no  other  knowledge  of  them  than  just  what  Mr.  Hastings 
and  his  trunk-keeper  thought  proper  to  give  them.  All  then 
that  we  know  of  these  transactions  ie  from  tliis  miserable, 
imperfect,  garbled  correspondence. 

But  even  if  these  papers  contained  a  fuU  and  faithful  ac- 
count of  the  correspondence,  what  we  charge  is  its  not  being 
delivered  to  the  council  as  it  occurred  from  time  to  time.  Mr. 
Hastings  kept  the  whole  government  of  Oude  in  hi?  own 
hands,  so  that  tbe  council  bad  no  power  of  judging  hia  acts, 
of  cheeking,  controlling,  advising,  or  remonstrating.  It  waa 
totally  annihilated  by  him  ;  and  we  charge,  as  an  act  of  trea- 
son and  rebellion  against  the  act  of  parliament  by  which  he 
held  his  office,  his  depriving  the  council  of  their  legitimate 
authority,  by  shutting  them  out  from  the  knowledge  of  bU 
affairs,  except  indeed  when  he  thought  it  ejpedient,  for  his 
own  justification,  to  have  their  nominal  concurrence  or  sub- 
sequent acquiescence  in  any  of  his  more  violent  measures. 

Tour  lordships  see  Mr.  HastiugB's  system,  a  system  of 
concealment,  a  system  of  turning  the  vaaaala  of  the  Company 
into  hia  own  vassals,  to  make  them  contributory,  not  to  the 
Company,  but  to  himself.  He  has  avowed  this  system  in 
Benares ;  he  has  avowed  it  in  Oude,  It  was  bis  constant 
practice.  Tour  lordships  see,  in  Oude  be  kept  a  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Markham  for  years,  and  did  alone  all  the 
material  acts  which  ought  to  have  been  done  in  council.  He 
delegated  a  power  to  Mr.  Markham  which  he  had  not  to  de- 
legate ;  and  you  will  see  he  has  done  the  same  in  every  part 
oflndia. 

We  first  charge  him,  not  only  with  acting  without  author 
ity,  but  with  a  strong  presumption,  founded  on  his  conceal- 
ment, of  intending  to  act  mischievously.  We  next  chai^ 
hia  concealing  and  withdrawing  correspondence  as  being  di* 
rectly  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  the 
practice  of  his  office,  and  tbe  very  nature  and  existence  of 
the  council  in  which  he  was  appointed  to  preside.  We  charge 
this  as  a  substantive  crime,  and  as  the  forerunner  of  the  (p- 
pression,  desolation,  and  ruin  of  that  miserable  countrjr. 
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Mr.  Hastings  Laving  thus  rendered  the  council  blind  and 
Iguonnt,  nnd  consequently  fit  for  aubBervienej',  what  dopB  he 
Dsit  do  ?  I  am  speaking  not  ■with  regard  to  the  time  of  his 
JWticular  acta,  but  with  regard  to  the  general  spirit  of  the 
proceedings,  He  neit  flies  in  the  face  of  the  Company,  upon 
tfie  ume  principle  on  which  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from 
Braares.  "  I  removed  him  on  political  grounds,"  Bays  he, 
"sgsinst  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  because  I 
Monght  it  necessary  that  the  resident  should  be  a  man  of 
iwn  nomination  and  coniidence."  At  Oude  he  proceeds 
le  same  principle.  Mr.  Briatow  had  been  nominated  to 
j  the  office  of  resident  by  the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, by  an  act  of  parliament,  vas  ordered  to  obey  the  court 
ofdirectora.  He  positively  refiisea  to  receive  Mr.  Bristow, 
fir  no  other  reason,  that  we  know  of,  but  because  he  was 
aominated  by  the  court  of  directors ;  he  defies  the  court,  and 
(iMlarea  in  effect  tliat  they  shall  not  govern  that  province, 
but  that  he  will  govern  it  by  a  resident  of  hia  own. 

Your  lordfihips  will  mark  his  progress  in  the  establishment 
if  that  new  syatera,  which,  he  says,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
Jdopt  by  the  evU  system  of  his  predecessors.     First,  he  anni- 
iilatefl  the  council,  formed  by  an  act  of  parliament  and  by. 
••rder  of  the  court  of  directors.     In  the  second  place,  he  de- 
Sea  the  order  of  the  court,  who  had  the  undoubted  nomina- 
tion of  aU  their  own  aeo'ants,  and  who  ordered  him,  under 
the  gevereat  injunction,  to  appoint  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  office 
^f  resident  in  Oude.     He  for  some  time  refused  to  nominate 
■Air,  Briatow  to  that  ofBce ;  and  even  when  he  waa  forced, 
Against  his  will,  to  permit  him  for  a  while  to  be  there,  he 
^ent  Mr.  Middieton  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  annihilated  Mr. 
-feristow's  authority  so  completely,  that  no  one  public  act 
^^laased  through  his  hntids. 

After  he  had  ended  this  conflict  with  the  directors,  and  had 
Entirely  shook  off  their  authority,  he  resolved  that  the  native 
■Jiowera  should  know  that  they  were  not  to  look  to  the  cornl; 
^  directors,  but  to  look  to  his  arbitrary  will  in  all  tbiugs  ; 
«nd  therefore,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  world,  and  as  ii  it 
■Vere  designedly  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the  parliament 
«f  Great  Britain,  to  espose  the  nakedness  of  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  nakedness  of  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
i      directora  to  the  country  powers,  he  wrote  a  letter,  which 
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Tour  lordehips  wiU  find  in  page  795  of  the  printed  minutes. 
In  this  letter  the  secret  of  his  government  is  discovered  to 
the  country  powers.  They  are  given  to  understand,  that 
whatever  eiaetioo,  whatever  oppression  or  ruin  they  may 
Bufler,  they  are  to  look  nowhere  for  relief  but  to  him.  Not 
to  the  council,  not  to  the  court  of  directors,  not  to  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  Glreat  Britain,  but  to  him  and  him  only. 

Before  we  proceed  to  this  letter,  we  will  first  read  to  you 
the  minute  ot  council  by  which  he  diamisBed  Mr.  Bristow 
upon  a  former  occasion  (it  is  in  page  607  of  the  printed 
minutes),  that  your  lordships  may  see  his  audacious  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  wish,  I  say,  hefore  we  ehow 
you  the  horrible  and  fatal  effects  of  this  hia  defiance,  to  im- 
presa  continually  upou  your  lordships'  minds,  that  this  man 
IS  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  and  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  annihilate  their  authority  and  the  authority 
of  his  masters.  We  insist  upou  it  that  every  man  under  the 
authority  of  this  country  is  bound  to  obey  its  laws.  This 
minute  relates  to  his  first  removal  of  Mr.  Bristow.  I  read  Jt 
in  order  to  show  that  he  dared  to  defy  the  court  of  directorg 
so  early  as  the  year  1776.  "  E*solved  that  Mr.  John  Bris- 
tow be  recalled  to  the  presidency,  from  thecourt  of  the  !Nabob 
of  Oude,  and  that  Mr.  Nathamol  Middleton  be  restored  to 
the  appointment  of  resident  at  that  court,  subject  to  the  or- 
ders and  authority  of  the  Governor- General  and  couneO,  con- 
formably to  the  motion  of  the  Governor- Geo  era!."  I  will 
nest  read  to  your  lordships  the  orders  of  the  directors  for 
hia  reinstatement,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1777.  "  Upon  the 
most  careful  perusal  of  your  proceedings,  upon  the  2nd  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  relative  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  from  the 
court  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Middleton  to  that  station,  we  must  declare  our 
strongest  disapprobation  of  the  whole  of  that  transaction.  We 
observe  that  the  Governor- General's  motion  for  the  recall  of 
Mr.  Bristow  includes  that  for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Nathanid 
Middleton ;  but  as  neither  of  those  measures  appear  to  ub 
necessary  or  even  justifiable,  they  cannot  receive  our  appro- 
bation. 

"  With  respect  to  Mr.  Bristow,  we  find  no  shadow  o^ 
charge  against  him  ;  it  appears  that  he  has  executed  his  triirt 
to  the  entire  satis&ction  even  of  those  members  of  the 
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d!  wlio  did  not  concur  in  his  appointment.  Ton  have  nmin- 
imouHlj  recommended  him  to  our  notice — attention  to  your 
reeommendatton  has  induced  ua  to  afford  him  iniirks  oi'  our 
&TOQr,  and  to  reannex  the  emoluments  affixed  by  you  to  hiB 
l^ipointment,  which  had  been  discontinued  by  our  order; 
and  as  we  must  be  of  opinion  that  a  person  of  acknowledged 
abilities,  whose  conduct  has  thus  gained  him  the  esteem  of 
hiH  Buperiors,  ought  not  to  be  degraded  without  just  cause, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  interpose  in  his  behalf;  and  therefore 
direct  that  Mr.  Bristow  do  forthwith  return  to  his  station  of 
resident  at  Oude,  from  which  he  has  been  so  improperly  re- 
moved." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  orders  by  the  council,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, then  a  member  of  the  council,  moves,  "  That,  in  obedience 
to  the  Companv's  orders,  Mr.  Bristow  be  forthwith  appoint- 
ed and  directed  to  return  to  his  station  of  resident  at  Oude; 
and  that  Mr.  Purling  be  ordered  to  deliver  over  charge 
of  the  office  to  Mr.  Bristow,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  and 
return  himself  forthwith  to  the  presidency.  Also  that  the 
Governor- General  be  requested  to  furnish  Mr.  Bristow  with 
the  usual  letter  of  credence  to  the  Nabob  Vizier." 

Upon  this  motion  being  made,  Mr.  Hastings  entered  the 
following  minute.  "  I  will  ask,  who  is  Mr.  Bristow,  that  a 
member  of  the  administration  should  at  such  a  time  hold  him 
forth  as  an  instrument  for  the  degradation  of  the  first  execu- 
tire  member  of  this  government  ?  "What  are  the  professed 
objects  of  his  appointment  ?  What  are  the  merits  and  ser- 
vices, or  what  the  qualifi-cations,  which  entitle  him  to  such  an 
uncommoD  distinction  ?  la  it  for  his  superior  integrity  or 
from  his  eminent  abilities,  that  he  is  to  be  dignified  at  such 
hazards  of  every  consideration  that  ought  to  influence  mem- 
bers of  this  administration  ?  Of  the  former  I  know  no 
proofs ;  1  am  sure  that  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  it  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a  compe- 
tition; and,  for  the  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  letter 
wbicb  be  baa  dared  to  write  to  this  board,  and  which  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  we  have  suffered.  I  desire  that  a  copy  of  it 
may  be  inserted  in  this  day's  pTnceedings,  that  it  may  stand 
before  the  eyes  of  every  member  of  the  board,  when  he  shall 
give  his  vote  upon  a  question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a 
man,  their  servant,  who  has  publicly  insulted  them,  bia  mm»- 
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ters,  tmd  the  members  of  the  government,  to  whom  be  bwei 
nis  obedience ;  who,  aHsuming  an  asBociatioD  with  the  court  of 
directors,  aud  erecting  himself  into  a  tribunal,  has  arraigned 
tbem  for  diaobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon 
tliem,  and  condemned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magiatrote 
and  superior.  Let  the  board  consider  whether  a,  man  poa- 
seesed  of  so  indepeDdent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  sbown 
such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  who  has  shown  himself 
ao  wretched  an  advocate  for  his  own  cause,  and  negotiator 
for  his  own  interest,  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship 
of  their  honour,  the  eiecution  of  their  measures,  and  as  tbeir 
conhdential   manager  and  negotiator  with   the  princea  of 

My  lords,  you  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  have  before 
stated  to  your  lordships,  and  what  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  t«  your  constant  consideration.  You  see  thftt 
a  tyrant  and  a  rebel  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  You  see 
this  man,  at  the  very  time  that  he  is  a  direct  rebel  to  the 
Company,  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically  displacing  Mr,  firiatow, 
although  he  had  previouely  joined  m  the  approbation  of  hia 
conduct,  and  in  voting  hun  a  pecuniary  reward.  He  ia 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  that  person,  who 
desires  in  a  suppliant,  decent,  proper  tone,  that  the  Company'a 
orders  should  produce  their  effect,  and  that  the  council  would 
have  the  goodness  to  restore  him  to  his  situation. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  audacious  insolence,  the  ty- 
rannical pride,  with  which  he  dares  to  treat  this  order.  Yon 
have  seen  the  recorded  minute  which  he  has  dared  to  send 
to  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  in  this  you  see,  that  when  he 
cannot  directly  asperse  a  man's  conduct,  and  has  nothing  to 
say  against  it,  he  maliciously,  I  should  perhaps  rather  say 
enviously,  insinuates  that  he  had  unjustly  made  his  fortune. 
"  You  are,"  says  he,  "  to  judge  from  the  independence  of  hii 
manner  and  style,  whether  he  could  or  no  have  got  that  with- 
out some  unjust  means."  God  forbid  I  should  ever  be  able 
to  invent  anything  that  can  equal  the  impudence  of  what  thia 
man  dares  to  write  to  his  superiors,  or  the  insolent  style  in 
which  he  dares  to  treat  persons  who  are  not  his  servants. 

Who  made  the  servants  of  the  Company  the  master  of  the 
servants  of  the  Company  ?  The  court  of  directors  are  their 
fellow  servants ;  thev  are  all  the  servants  of  this  kingdom. 
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I  Still  the  claim  of  a  fellow  eervant  to  bold  aa  office  whicli  the 
I  court  of  dirEctotB  bad  legally  sppointed  liini  to,  is  considered 
i  by  this  audacious  tjrant  ub  au  insult  to  him.  By  thia  you 
may  judge  how  he  treats,  not  only  the  servants  of  the 
Company,  but  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  by  what  means 
he  has  brought  them  into  that  abject  state  of  servitude,  in 
which  they  are  ready  to  do  anything  he  wii^hea,  and  to  sign 
anything  he  dictates.  I  must  again  beg  your  lordships  to 
remark  what  thia  man  baa  had  the  folly  and  impudence  to 
place  upon  the  records  of  the  council  of  which  be  was  presi- 
dent ;  and  1  wiU  venture  to  assert  that  so  extraorduiary  a 
performance  never  before  appeared  on  the  recorda  of  any 
court.  Eastern  or  European.  Because  Mr.  Bristow  claims  an 
office  which  is  his  right  and  his  freehold  as  long  as  the  Com- 
pany chooses,  Mr.  Haatiugs  accuses  bim  of  being  an  accom- 
plice with  the  court  of  directors  in  a  conspiracy  againat  him  ; 
and  because,  after  long  delays,  be  bad  presented  an  bumble 
petition  to  have  the  court  of  directors'  orders  in  his  favour 
carried  into  eiecution,  "be  saya,  be  has  erected  himaelf  into 
a  tribunal  of  justice;  that  he  has  arraigned  the  council  for 
diaobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon  them,  and  con- 
demned or  acquitted  them  aa  their  magistrate  and  superior." 
Let  US  auppose  Lis  Majesty  to  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
any  one  to  an  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown ;  what  should  we 
think  of  the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  execute  the 
ting's  commands,  if  he  should  say  to  the  person  appointed, 
when  be  claimed  bis  office,  you  shall  not  have  it ;  you  assume 
to  be  ray  superior,  and  you  disgrace  and  dishonour  me  f  Good 
God!  my  lords,  where  was  this  language  learned;  in  what 
country,  and  in  what  barbarous  nation  of  Hottentots  was 
this  jargon  picked  up  F  Tor  there  is  no  Eastern  court  that  I 
erer  heard  of  (and  I  believe  I  have  been  as  conversant  with 
the  mannera  and  customs  of  the  East  as  most  persona  whose 
business  has  not  directly  led  them  into  that  country)  where 
Buch  conduct  would  have  been  tolerated.  A  bashaw,  if  he 
(Lould  he  ordered  by  the  Grand  Seignor  to  invest  another 
with  his  office,  puts  the  letter  upon  his  head,  and  obedience 
immediately  follows. 

But  the  obedience  of  a  barbarous  magistrate  should  not  be 
compared  to  the  obedience  which  a  British  subject  owes  to 
tlie  lawB  of  his  country.    Mr.  Hastings  receives  an  order, 
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which  he  ahould  have  inatatitly  obeyed.  Hii  is  reminded  ft 
this  by  the  perBon  who  suffers  from  his  diaobedienee :  aiia 
this  proves  tliat  peraoD  to  be  posaessed  of  too  indepeQdent  ft 
Spirit.  Aye,  ray  lords,  here  is  the  grievance — no  man  (an 
dHire  ehow  in  India  an  independent  spirit.  It  is  thia,  and  rot 
his  having  sliown  such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  not  his 
having  shown  himBclf  so  wretched  an  advocate  for  his  own 
cause,  and  so  bad  a  negotiator  for  hia  own  interest,  that  makes 
him  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their  honour, 
the  eiecution  of  their  measures,  and  to  be  their  confidential 
manager  and  negotiator  with  the  prinees  of  India. 

But,  my  lords,  what  is  this  want  of  skill  which  Mr.  BriB- 
tow  has  shown  in  negotiating  his  own  affairs  p  Mr.  Kaatiiifia 
will  inform  us.  He  should  have  pocketed  the  letter  of  the 
court  of  directont ;  he  should  never  have  made  the  least 
mention  of  it;  he  should  have  come  to  my  banyan,  Cantoo 
Baboo ;  he  should  have  offered  him  a  bribe  upon  the  occasion. 
That  would  have  been  the  way  to  succeed  with  me,  who 
am  a  piihlic-Bpirited  taker  of  bribes  and  nuiseera.  But  this 
base  fool — this  man,  who  is  hut  a  vile  negotiator  for  his  owe 
interest,  has  dared  to  accept  the  patronage  of  the  court  of 
directors.  He  should  have  secured  the  protection  of  Gautoo 
Baboo,  their  more  efficient  rival,  Thia  would  have  been  the 
skilM  mode  of  doing  the  business.  But  this  man,  it  seems, 
iiad  not  only  shown  himself  an  unskilful  negotiator, — he 
had  likewise  afforded  evidence  of  his  want  of  integrity.  And 
what  is  this  evidence  ?  His  having  "  enabled  himself  to  be- 
come the  principal  in  such  a  competition."  That  is  to  say 
he  had  by  his  meritorious  conduct  in  the  service  of  hia  ma» 
tera,  the  directors,  obtained  their  approbation  and  favour.  Mr 
Hastings  then  contemptuously  adds,  "  and,  for  the  test  of  his 
abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  letter  which  he  has  dared  to  write 
to  the  board,  and  which,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  we  have  Buf- 
fered." "Whatever  that  letter  may  be,  I  will  venture  to  say 
there  is  not  a  word  or  ajllahle  in  it  that  tastes  of  such  in- 
solence and  arbitrariness,  with  regard  to  the  servants  of  tha 
Company,  hia  fellow  servants, — of  such  audacious  rebellion, 
with  regard  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  as  are  contained  in 
this  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

But,  my  lords,  why  did  he  choose  to  have  Mr.  Middleton 
ippoint«iJ  resident  F   Tour  lordships  have  not  seen  Mr.  Bria- 
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tow.  You  have  only  heard  of  )iim  as  a  humhle  Buppltunt, 
hare  the  orders  of  the  Company  obeyea  but  yori  have  seen 
Mr.  JSIiddleton.  You  know  that  Mr.  Middleton  ia  a  good 
man  to  keep  a  secret ;  I  describe  him  no  further.  You  know 
what  qualihcatioDs  Mr.  Uastings  requires  in  a  favourite ; 
you  also  know  why  he  waa  turned  out  of  hie  employment, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  court  of  directors;  that  it  was 
principally  oecauae^  when  resident  in  Oude,  he  nositiveiy, 
Budaciously,  and  rebelliously  refused  to  lay  before  the  council 
the  correspondence  with  the  country  powers.  He  says  he 
gave  it  up  to  Mr.  Hastings;  whether  lie  has  or  has  not  de- 
Btroyed  it  we  know  not ;  all  we  know  of  it  is,  that  it  is  not 
found  to  this  hour.  We  cannot  even  find  Mr.  Middleton'a 
trunk,  though  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott  did  at  hiat  produce  hia. 
The  whole  of  the  Persian  correspondence,  during  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton'a residence,  was  refused,  as  I  have  said,  to  the  board 
at  Calcutta  and  to  the  court  of  directors ;  waa  refused  to  the 
legal  authorities ;  and  Mr.  Middleton,  for  that  very  refusal, 
■Vila  again  appointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  supersede  Mr.  Briii- 
tow,  removed  without  a  pretence  of  oit'ence  [  he  received,  I 
Bay,  this  appointment  from  Mr.  Hastiuge,  as  a  reward  for  that 
servile  compliance,  by  which  be  dissolved  every  tie  between 
himself  ana  his  legal  masters. 

The  matter  being  now  brought  to  a  simple  issue,  whether 
the  Govern  or- General  is  or  is  not  bound  to  obey  hia  aupe- 
riors,  I  shall  here  leave  it  with  your  tordahipa,  and  1  have 
only  to  beg  your  lordships  will  remark  the  courae  of  events 
aa  they  follow  each  other ;  keeping  in  mind  tbat  the  priaoner 
at  your  bar  declared  Mr.  Briatow  to  be  a  man  of  suspected 
integrity,  on  account  of  hia  independence,  and  deficient  in 
ability,  because  he  did  not  know  how  best  to  promote  his 
own  interest. 

I  must  here  state  to  your  lordships,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  resident  to  transact  the  money  concerns  of  the  Company, 
as  weU  as  its  political  negotiations ;  you  wiU  now  see  how 
Mr,  Hastings  divided  tbat  duty  after  he  became  apprehensive 
that  the  court  of  directors  might  be  inclined  to  assert  their 
own  authority,  and  to  aaaert  it  in  a  proper  manner,  which  they 
so  rarely  did.  When,  therefore,  his  passion  had  cooled,  when 
bis  resentment  of  those  violent  iiidignitiea  which  had  been 
offered  to  him,  narasly,  the  indignity  of  being  put  in  mind 
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tiiat  he  had  any  superior  under  hearen  (for  1  know  of  no 
other),  he  adopts  the  expedient  of  dividing  the  residency  into 
two  offices;  he  makea  a  lair  compromise  between  himself  and 
the  directors.  He  appoints  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  niimage- 
ment  of  the  money  concerns,  and  Mr.  Bristow  to  that  of  the 
political  offaire.  Your  lordahipa  see  that  Mr.  Briatow,  upon 
whom  he  had  fixed  the  diaqualihcation  for  political  afiaira,  was 
the  very  person  appointed  to  that  department ;  and  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  man  of  hie  confidence,  he  giveH  the  manage- 
ment of  the  money  transactions.  He  discovers  plainly  where 
his  heart  was ;  for  where  your  treasure  ia,  there  will  your 
heart  he  also.  This  private  agent,  this  stifler  of  correspond- 
ence, a  man  whose  costive  retention  discovers  no  secret  com- 
mitted to  him,  and  vrhose  slippery  memory  is  subject  to  a 
diarrhcea,  which  permits  everything  he  did  know  to  escape ; 
this  very  man  he  places  in  a  situation  where  his  talenta  could 
only  be  useful  for  concealment,  and  where  concealment  could 
only  be  used  to  cover  fraud ;  while  Mr.  Bristow,  who  waa  b^ 
his  official  engagement  responsible  to  the  Company  for  fair 
and  clear  accounts,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  political 
atTaira,  an  office  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  was  to- 
tally unfit. 

My  lords,  you  will  judge  of  the  designs  which  the  prisoner 
had  in  contemplation,  when  he  dared  to  commit  this  act  of 
rebellion  against  the  Company ;  you  will  see  that  it  could 
not  have  been  any  other  than  getting  the  money  transaction* 
of  Oude  into  his  own  hands.  The  presumption  of  a  corrupt 
motive  is  here  as  strong  aa,  I  believe,  it  possibly  can  be. 

The  nest  point  to  which  I  have  to  direct  your  lordships' 
attention  is  that  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct  in  this  mat- 
ter by  which  he  exposed  the  nakedness  of  the  Corapany's 
authority  to  the  native  powers.  Ton  would  imagine  that  niter 
the  first  dismissal  of  Mr.  Briatow,  Mr.  Hastings  would  have 
done  with  him  for  ever,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  him 
again  to  bring  forward  a  man  who  had  dared  to  insult  him,  a 
man  who  had  sho'itn  an  independent  spirit,  a  man  who  had 
dishonoured  the  council  and  insulted  his  masters,  a  man  at 
doubtful  integrity,  and  convicted  unfitness  for  office.  But, 
my  lords,  in  the  face  of  all  this  he  afterwards  sends  this  veiy 
man  with  undivided  authority  into  the  country  as  sole  pesi- 
deot :  and  now  your  lordships  shall  hear  in  what  tnanaei  ba 
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appointmeint  to  Gobind  !Bam,  the  vakeel  or 
e  Nabob  Azopb  ul  Dowlab  at  Calcutta.  It 
the  printed  minuteB. 

£iclract  of  en  Arzee  tent  hySajah  Gobind  Sam  to  ike  Tlzier, 
6y  the  Governor- General' i  direetioTU,  and  written  the  27 (A 
of  August,  1782. 

"  This  day  the  Govern  op- General  sent  for  me  in  private ; 
after  recapitulating  the  yarious  informations  he  had  received 
reepecting  the  anarchy  and  conl'uaion  said  to  reign  throughout 

eiur  highneas's  country ;  and  complaicH  that  neither  your 
ghnesa,  nor  Myder  Beg  Khin,  nor  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  Mr, 
Jolinson,  ever  wrote  to  him  on  the  state  of  your  affairs,  or  ii 
he  ever  received  a  letter  from  your  presence  it  always  con- 
tained aBaertions  contrary  to  the  above  informations ;  the 
Governor- General  proceeded  as  follows  : — That  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  appointed  Mr.  David  Anderson  to  attend 
upon  your  highness,  but  that  he  vraa  stili  with  Scindia,  and 
there  was  no  prospect  of  his  speedy  return  from  his  camp  ; 
therefore  it  was  now  his  wish  to  appoint  Mr.  John  Bristow, 
who  was  well  experienced  in  businesa,  to  Lueknow.  That 
when  Mr.  Briatow  formerly  held  the  office  of  resident  there, 
he  was  not  appointed  by  mm ;  and  tliat  not  withstanding  he 
had  not  shown  any  instances  of  disobedionce,  yet  he  had 
deemed  it  necessary  to  recall  him  becanae  he  had  been  patro- 
nized and  appointed  by  gentlemen  who  were  in  opposition  to 
bim,  and  had  contradicted  and  thwarted  all  his  measurea ; 
that  this  had  been  bia  reason  for  recalling  Mr.  Briatow,  That 
eince  Mr.  Francis's  return  to  Europe,  and  the  arrival  of  in- 
formation there  of  the  deaths  of  the  other  gentlemen,  the 
king  and  the  Company  had  declared  their  approbation  of  his 
(the  Governor- General's)  conduct,  and  had  conferred  upon 
him  the  most  ample  powers ;  that  they  had  sent  out  Mr.  Mac- 
pheraon,  who  was  his  old  and  particular  friend;  and  that  Mr. 
Stabies,  that  was  on  his  way  here  as  a  member  of  the  supreiiie 
council.wasaiao  his  particular  friend;  that  Mr.  Wheler  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  Europe,  informing  him  that  the  members  of 
the  council  were  enjoined  all  of  them  to  cooperate  and  act  in 
conjunction  with  him,  in  every  measure  which  should  be  agree- 
able to  him  ;  and  that  there  waa  no  one  in  council  now,  who 
vaa  not  united  vrith  him,  and  consequently  that  hia  authority 
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was  perfect  and  complete ;  that  Mr.  Bristow,  as  it  was  known 
to  me,  Lacl  returned  to  Europe ;  but  that  during  hia  atay 
there  he  had  never  said  anything  disrespectful  ^  hira,  or 
endeavoured  to  injure  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  received 
accounts  from  Europe  that  Mr,  Briatow  had  spoken  much  in 
his  praise ;  HO  that  Mr.  Bristow'a  frienda  had  become  hia 
friends  ;  that  Mr.  Briatow  had  lately  been  introduced  to  him 
by  Mr.  Macpheraon,  had  explained  hia  past  conduct  perfectly 
to  hia  aatiafaction,  and  had  requested  from  him  the  appoint- 
ment to  Lucknow ;  and  had  declared,  in  the  event  of  hia 
obtaining  the  appointment,  that  he  ahould  show  every  mark 
of  attention  and  obedience  to  the  pleasure  of  your  highneaa, 
and  his,  the  Governor's  ;  saying  that  your  highness  was  well 
pleased  with  him,  and  that  he  knew  what  you  had  written 
formerly  was  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Miidletou  ;  that  in 
consequence  of  the  foregoing,  he,  the  Governor,  had  determined 
to  have  appointed  Mr.  Briatow  to  Lucknow,  but  had  post- 
poned hia  diaraisaion  to  hia  office,  for  the  following  reasons 
(videlicet),  people  at  Lucknow  might  think  that  Mr.  Briatow 
had  obtained  his  appointment  in  consequence  of  orders  &am 
Europe,  and  contrary  to  the  Governor's  inclination  ;  but  as 
the  contrary  was  the  case,  and  as  he  now  considered  Mr. 
Briatow  aa  the  object  of  hia  own  particular  patronage,  there- 
fore he  directed  me  to  forward  Mr.  Briatow'a  arzee  to  the 
preaencB ;  and  that  it  was  the  Governor's  wish  that  your  high- 
ness, on  the  receipt  thereof,  would  write  a  letter  to  him,  and, 
as  from  yourself,  request  of  hiro  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  Lucknow,  and  that  you  would  write  an  answer  to 
this  arzee,  eipresaivo  of  your  personal  aatiafaction  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  the  Gkjvemor  concluded  with  injunctions,  that  until  the 
arrival  of  your  highnesa'a  letter,  requesting  the  appointment 
of  Mr,  Bnstow,  and  your  answer  to  thia  ariee,  that  I  should 
keep  the  particulara  of  this  conversation  a  profound  secret,  for 
that  the  communication  of  it  to  any  person  whatever  would 
^L  not  only  cause  his  displeasure,  but  would  throw  affairs  at 

^1  Lucknow  into  great  confusion.  The  preceding  is  the  sub* 
^H  stance  of  the  governor'a  directions  to  me ;  he  afterwards  went 
^B  to  Mr,  Macpheraon'a  and  1  attended  him ;  Mr.  Briatow  was 
^H  there  ;  the  Governor  took  Mr.  Briatow's  arzee  from  his  hand 
^^^  and  delivered  it  into  mine,  and  thence  proceeded  to  council  j 
^^K      *b.  Bristow'a  arzee,  and  the  following  particulars,  I  traoHiiut 


to  council  i 
,  ItraoHiiut     I 
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■nd  commimicate  by  the  Governor's  directions ;  a 
tliat  I  may  be  favoured  with  the  answer  to  the  arzee,  and  the 
letter  to  the  Governor,  as  soon  ns  poaaible,  as  his  injimctionB 
totne  were  very  particular  on  the  subject." 

My  lords,  I  have  to  observe  upon  this  very  estraordina^ 
tnnsaction,  tbat  you  will  see  many  things  in  this  letter  th^ 
are  curious,  and  worthy  of  being  taken  out  of  that  abyss  of 
»ecreta,  Mr.  Scott's  trunk,  in  which  this  orzee  was  tound. 
It  contains,  as  far  as  the  prisoner  thinks  proper  to  reveal  it, 
the  true  secret  of  the  transaction.  He  cout'essea,  first,  the 
state  of  tbe  vizier's  country,  as  communicated  to  him  in 
nrious  accounts  of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  said  to  reign 
throughout  bis  territories.  This  was  in  the  year  1782,  during 
the  time  that  the  Oude  eorrespondence  was  not  communicated 
to  the  couneO. 

He  neit  stated,  that  neither  the  vizier,  nor  his  minister,  nor 
Mr.  Middletoa,  nor  Mr.  Johnson,  ever  wrote  to  bim  on  the 
state  of  affairs.  Here  then  are  three  or  four  persons  oil  nomi- 
nated by  himself,  every  one  of  them  supposed  to  he  in  his 
strictest  confidence ;  the  Nabob  and  his  vassal  Hyder  Beg 
KhAn  being,  as  we  shall  sbow  afterwards,  entirely  his  depend- 
ants ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  declares,  that  not  one  of  tbem 
bad  done  their  duty,  or  bad  written  bim  one  word  conceminj; 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  anarchy  and  confusion  that 
prevailed  in  it,  and  that  when  the  Kabob  did  write,  hia  as- 
sertions were  contrary  to  the  real  state  of  things.  Now  this 
irregular  correspondence  which  be  carried  on  at  Lucknow, 
and  which  gave  him,  as  he  pretends,  this  contradictory  inform- 
ation, was,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  nothing  more  nor 
lesa  than  a  complete  fraud. 

Tour  lordships  will  next  observe,  that  he  tells  the  vnkeel 
hia  reason  fop  turning  bim  out  was,  that  he  bad  been  patron- 
iied  by  other  gentlemen.  This  was  true;  but  they  bad  a 
right  to  patronize  him,  and  thev  did  Dot  patronize  Mm  from 
private  motives,  but  in  direct  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
court  of  directors.  He  then  adds  the  assurance  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Briatow,  that  he  would  be  perfectly 
obedient  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  future ;  and  he  goes  on  to 
tell  the  vakeel,  that  he  knew  the  vizier  was  once  well  pleased 
with  him   (Mr.  Briatow),  and  tbat  big  formal  complainta 
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wf^gaBBt  bim  wn«  tn-tten  at  die  iusdgatiDii  of  Hr.  MiUk 
too. 

Hem  is  another  diacoverr.  my  lords.  Wlien  he  nailed 
Mp.  Bristow,  he  SA  it  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  de* 
KTcd  by  the  Nabob  oi  l>aile;  ami  that  L-unseqijeotly  be 
would  aot  keep  at  the  Nabob's  i»iirir  a  mui  tbac  waa  iljim^mi 
able  to  him.  Y^t,  whea  die  thin^  cornea  to  be  opened,  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Miilillutoa  had  made  the  Nabob,  onwiUii^ljr, 
wnte  a  lalse  letter.  Thia  aubumatian  of  Siisehood  mmetn 
also  to  have  been  known  to  Mr.  Haatiiigs.  Did  be,  either 
aa  theoaturai  guardiaaand  piDtector  of  the  reputntioaof  bii 
fellunt  servaats,  or  aa  the  official  administrator  of  the  laws  of 
Ina  (MimtrT.  nr  aa  a  laithful  aerrant  of  tbe  Companr,  erer 
call  Mr.  Middletou  to  on  account  for  it  ?  No,  oerer.  To 
ererybodT,  tlier«l'ore,  acquainted  witb  tbe  chanrtRS  and 

appear  evident,  that  he  was  himself  ^e  aothor  «f  tt;  tut 

Jour  Lordsitipd  will  fmd  there  is  no  end  of  hia  iiraolaiee  anS 
uplLi;itT. 
He  uext  tella  the  vakeel,  that  the  reason  nhr  he  postponed 
tbe  misiHoa  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lacknow  was  lest  tbe  people 
of  Lui.'knuw  should  think  be  had  obtained  his  appixntcoeot 
in  couwquence  of  orders  fi^m  Eun}pe,  and  contrapy  to  the 
Governor's  iiiL-lination.     You  see,  my  lords,  he  would  have     I 
die  people  of  the  country  believe,  that  tbevare  to  receive  the 
p«rsua  appointed  Ksideat.  not  as  appointed  bv  the  Company, 
but  in  cousequeni-e  of  biii  being  aoder  Mr.  Hastings's  par- 
ticular patronage  ;  '^"^^  to  remove  ti-om  them,  aay  anspicimt     I 
that  the  resident  would  obey  tbe  orders  of  tbe  court  of  tH-     ' 
reetors.  or  any  orders  but  his  own,  he  proceeds  in  the  manner 
1  have  read  to  your  lordsbipa. 

You  here  aee  the  whole  machinery  of  the  bosiaeH :  be  r^     ' 
ttoves  Mr.  Bristow,  contrary  to  tbe  orders  of  the  court  o! 
directors.     "Why  ?    Because,  savs  he  to  the  coort  of  directors, 
the  Nabob  complained  of  fairn.  and  desired  it     He  here  says, 
that  he  knew  the  Nabob  did  Bot  desire  it,  but  that  the  letter 
of  complaint  really  and  substantially  was  Mr.  Middleton's.     i 
Lasllv.  as  he  reesula  Mr.  Bristow.  so  he  wishes  him  to  be    i 
called  back  in  the  same  fictitious  and  fraudulent  manner. 
Thia  system  of  fraud  pnives  that  th^v  ia  not  one  letter  from 
4kak  muntiy,  not  ooe  act  of  t 
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nintstera,  not  one  act  of  bis  amboseadors,  but  whnt  ia  false 
■nd  fraiidulest.  And  now  think,  my  lords,  flret  of  tiie  slaveiy 
of  the  Company'a  servoiits,  subjected  in  this  manner  to  the 
arbitrary  vdl  and  corrupt  frauds  of  Mr.  Haatinga !  Nejct 
think  of  the  situation  of  the  princes  of  the  country,  obliged 
to  complain  mtbout  matter  of  complaint,  to  approve  vithout 
satisfaction,  and  to  have  all  their  correspondence  fabricated 
by  Mr.  Uaatings  at  Calcutta ! 

But,  my  lords,  it  was  not  indi^ties  of  thie  kind  alone 
that  the  native  princea  Buffered  mim  thia  system  of  fraud 
and  duplicity.  Their  more  essential  interests  and  those  of 
the  people  were  involved  in  it;  it  pervaded  and  poisoned  the 
whole  mass  of  their  internal  government. 

Who  waa  the  instrument  employed  in  all  this  double  deal- 
ing ?  Gobiod  Bam,  the  vizier  a  diplomatic  miniater  at  Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions  perpetually  arise  in  his  mind,  whether  he 
is  not  cheated  and  imposed  upon.  He  could  never  tell  when 
he  had  Mr.  Hastings  fixed  upon  any  point.  He  now  finds 
him  recommending  Mr.  Middleton,  and  then  declaring  that 
Mr.  Middleton  neglects  the  duty  of  his  office,  and  gives  him, 
Gobind  Earn,  information  that  is  fraudulent  and  directly  con- 
trary to  the  truth.  He  is  let  into  various  contradictory  ae- 
crets,  and  becomes  acquainted  with  innumerable  frauds, 
falaehooda,  and  prevarications.      He  knew  that  the  whole 

Sretended  government  of  Oude  was  from  beginning  to  end  a 
eception  ;  that  it  was  an  imposture  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
ruption and  pecnktion.  Sucn  waa  vhe  situation  of  the  Na- 
bob's vakeel.  The  Nabob  himself  was  really  at  a  loss  to 
know  who  had  and  who  had  not  the  Governor's  confidence  ; 
whether  he  was  aeting  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  or  whether  their  orders  were  not  always 
to  be  disobeyed.  He  thus  writes  to  Gobind  Bam,  who  was 
exactly  in  the  same  uncertainty. 

"As  to  the  commands  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  you  write 
on  the  subject  of  the  distraction  of  the  country,  and  the  want 
of  information  from  me,  and  his  wishes  that,  as  Mr.  John 
Bristow  ha«  shown  sincere  wishes  and  attachment  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  should  wri*«  for  him  to  send  Mr.  JoJm  Bristow ; 
it  would  have  been  proper  and  necessary  for  you  privately 
to  have  understood  wliat  were  Mr.  Hastings's  real  intentions. 
Whether  the  choice  of  aending  Mr.  John  Bristow  was  hii 
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<nnt  dmire,  or  whetb^  it  'woa  in  cesD|iiiH)ea  with  Mr.  Maf^ 
pimeon'si  tbnt  I  migfat  thm  hare  wriiUai  contijrtnaU/ 
thervU) ;  writings  are  now  sent  to  von  fiat  both  cases.  Hjt- 
iu^  ucif  atcij  iinderstooii  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Hastiiiga,  ddrrer 
whichwer  of  the  tthiinj?*  he  shQuld  order  vou,  tor  I  study 
Mr.  Haatinga'a  3iitis&i.-tion ;  whoerer  ia  his  diend  ia  miiic, 
ami  whoever  b  Iiiig  ^ncmy  m  mine ;  bat  in  both  these  caees, 
m;  wiafaee  are  ibe  same  :  that  haying  iMnaented  ta  the  paper 
oi'  queMioDtt  wiiiuh  Major  Davy  (juried  with  him,  and  h&Ting 
given  me  the  authority  o£  the  couutrr,  whomever  he  may  id- 
terwards  ap^iut,  I  am  satiatied  ;  I  am  now  brought  to  great 
distress  by  these  ^utlemen.  who  niin  me  ;  in  case  of  eon- 
sent,  I  uu  L-outented  with  Majora  Davy  and  Palmer-  Here- 
after, whatever  may  be  Mr.  Uaatings's  desi«.  it  is  best." 

Here  Is  a  poor,  miserabie  matrtumsit,  oonle^nff  Inma^ 
to  be  suL'h.  ruuKd  by  Mr.  Uasan^'a  public  agent&,  Ifr.  Mid- 
dleloit  itnd  Mr.  Johusou ;  mined  by  hU  private  a^oito,  M^w 
Davy  awi  Major  t^lmer  *.  ruined  equally  by  them  all ;  uid 
at  last  declaruig  in  a  tone  ut'  despair.  '''  If  you.  hsn  a  mind 
rtftdlj  to  kt;e^  MAJor  Davy  uid  Major  Palmer  here,  why  I 
must  consent  to  it.  Do  wfuc  you  piesse  witit  me ;  I  sm  jonr 
urvature  :  lor  God*9  sake,  Lee  me  have  a  Ittde  xac" 

Your  lonUliip^  ;diaU  next  ht^ar  what  aui.'ounC  Hyder  Beg 
Khau,  the  viaier'^  priw«  minister,  ^vea  ai  the  aatoatkiB  in 
i«iucb  he  and  hii^  matiter  were  placed. 

o/.t  LattlrJhMt  Hti^itf  Seg  Khtitt;  neamai^Ut 

Jpnl,  1785. 

that  such  orders  and  commands  aa  rdite  to  tlia 

tMBmnui  ha  highnees  and  the  CampBaj'm  nnaiu* 

r  wilL  mny  be  sent  throogb  Ma^  lUMa^ 

ite  letters,  ur  in  youx  Iettw»  to  the  ■■j'^ 

I  ixum  you  ai  the  pieeeBaeat'Ut  kjghaH^ 

H8.  h»  ma,y  yriyfilT  -T*r™ 

vouj?  comjiiiLOiKaadwhriWowaAirBaiybe  mMm,  h»  MBf 

ibmt  sevredy  mfimv^of  ft;;  mi  aftwatdb  him  la^mam 

Buy,  t^.-nlv'ra::Alr  tik«mh\  -mim  ik  amwr,  mA  I  aks  itaf 

'    "    ">  hjgfcMBM^  imi  iam  hicknMB  md  wa 
inr  M  TC«r  wdcn.  viUMwk  dsmtnc 
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it  be  approved  of,  because  bis  higbiiesa  mabeH  no  oppo- 
[tioQ  to  your  ■btU  ;  and  I,  voiir  aervant,  am  ready  in  obe- 
ience  and  service,  and  I  malie  no  excuses." 
Now,  my  ]orda,  waa  there  ever  such  a  diacovery  made  of 
the  areana  of  any  public  theatre  f  You  see  here  behiud  the 
ostensible  ecenery  aU  the  crooked  working  of  the  machinerj' 
developed,  and  laid  open  to  the  world.  Tou  now  see  by 
Tvhat  secret  movement  the  master  of  the  mecbanism  has  c 


ducted  the  great  Indian  opera,  an  opera  of  fraud,  deceptiona, 
and  harlequia  tricks.  You  have  it  all  laid  open  before  you. 
The  ostensible  scene  is  drawn  aside ;  it  has  vanished  tirom 
your  sight.  All  the  strutting  eignora,  and  all  the  aoft  sig- 
coras,  are  gone ;  and  instead  of  a  brilliant  spectacle  of  de- 
ecending  chariots,  gods,  goddesses,  bud,  moon,  and  stars,  you 
hare  nothing  to  gaze  on  but  sticks,  wire,  ropes,  and  ma- 
chinery. You  find  the  appearance  all  lalse  and  fraudulent ; 
and.  yoa  see  the  whole  trick  at  once.  All  this,  my  lords,  we 
owe  to  Major  Scott's  trunk,  which,  by  admitting  us  behind 
the  scene,  has  enabled  us  to  discover  the  real  state  of  Mr, 
Hastings's  government  in  India.  And  can  your  lordships 
believe  that  all  this  mechanism  of  fraud,  prevarication,  and 
falsehood  could  have  been  intended  for  any  purpose  but  to 
forward  that  robbery,  corruption,  and  peculation  by  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  destroyed  one  of  the  finest  countnes  upon 
earth !  Is  it  necessary,  after  this,  for  me  to  tell  you  that 
you  are  not  to  believe  one  word  of  the  correspondence  stated 
by  him  to  have  been  received  from  India  P  Tliia  discovery 
goes  to  the  whole  matter  of  the  whole  government  of  the 
country.  You  have  seen  what  that  government  waa,  and  by 
and  by  you  shall  see  the  efiects  of  it. 

Your  lordiibipa  have  now  seen  this  trunk  of  Mr.  Scott's 
producmg  the  effects  of  Aladdin's  lamp,  of  whicli  your  lord- 
ships may  read  in  books  much  more  worthy  of  credit  than 
Mr.  Hastings's  correspondence.  I  have  given  all  the  credit 
of  this  precious  discovery  to  Mr.  Scott's  trunk ;  but,  my  lords, 
I  find  that  I  have  to  ask  pardon  for  a  miatuke,  iu  supposing 
the  letter  of  Hyder  Beg  Kha,ri  to  be  a  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
correspondence.  It  comes  from  another  quarter,  not  much 
leas  singular,  and  equally  authentic  and  unimpeachable.  But 
though  it  is  not  from  the  trunk,  it  smells  of  the  trunk ;  it 
■mella  of  the  leather.     I  waa  as  proud  of  ray  imaginary  a~ 


136  SPEECH   IN  THE   lUFBlCHMENT   Of 

covery  as  Saacho  PaEclia  was,  that  one  of  hia  ancestors  bad 
diacoTered  a  taste  of  iron  in  some  wine,  and  another  a  taste 
of  leather  in  thia  same  wine,  and  that  afterwards  there  was 
found  m  the  cask  a  little  key  tied  to  a  thong  of  leather, 
which  had  given  to  the  wine  a  taste  of  both.  Now,  wbethep 
this  letter  tasted  of  the  leather  of  the  trunk,  or  of  the  iron  of 
Mr.  Macpberson,  I  confess  I  was  a  little  ont  in  my  saggeation 
and  my  taste.  The  letter  in  question  was  written  by  Hy'dei 
Beg  KhSn,  after  Mr,  Hastings's  departure, to  Mr.  Macpher- 
Kon,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  govemtnent.  That  gentlemaa 
thus  got  possession  of  a  key  to  the  trunk,  and  it  appears  to 
have  been  his  intentions  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  predeces- 
sor, to  act  exactly  in  the  same  manner,  ana  in  the  same  man- 
ner to  make  the  Nabob  the  instrument  of  his  own  ruin. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  Nabob's  minister  to  Sir 
John  Macpberson,  newly  inaugurated  into  his  government 
and  who  might  be  supposed  not  to  be  acquainted  with  a\i  the 
best  of  Mr.  Hastings's  secrets,  nor  to  have  had  all  the  trunk 
correspondence  put  into  bis  hands.  However,  here  is  a  trunk 
estraurdinary,  and  its  contents  are  much  in  the  manner  of  the 
other.  The  Nabob's  minister  acquaints  him  with  the  whole 
secret  of  the  system.  It  is  plain  that  the  Nabob  considered 
it  as  a  system  not  to  be  altered ;  that  there  was  to  be  nothing 
true,  nothing  above-board,  nothing  open  in  the  government  of 
his  affairs.  When  you  thua  see  that  there  can  be  little  doubt 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  government,  I  am  sure  that  here- 
after, when  we  come  to  consider  the  effects  of  that  govern- 
ment, it  will  clear  up,  and  bring  home  to  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  all  we  shall  have  to  say  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hastings  having  thrown  off  completely  the  authority 
of  the  Company,  aa  you  have  seen  ; — having  trampled  upon 
those  of  their  servants  who  had  manifested  any  symptom  at 
independence,  or  who  considered  the  orders  of  the  directors 
as  a  rule  of  their  conduct ; — having  brought  every  English- 
man under  his  yoke,  and  made  them  supple  and  fit  instru' 
ments  for  all  his  designs,  then  gave  it  to  be  understood  that 
auch  alone  were  fit  persons  to  be  employed  in  important  af- 
feira  of  state.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  effect  of  this  upon  the 
whole  service.  Not  one  man  that  appears  to  pay  any  regard 
to  the  authority  of  the  directors  is  to  expect  that  any  regard 
n'iU  be  paid  to  himself.     So  that  this  man  not  only  rebels 
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himself  in  his  own  persoD  against  the  authority  of  the  Con^ 
pBuy,  but  he  makes  all  their  Herranta  join  him  in  this  Terr 
rebeiUoa.  Thiuk,  my  lords,  of  this  state  of  things ;  and  I 
vish  it  never  to  pass  from  your  minds  that  I  have  called  him 
the  captain-general  of  the  whole  host  of  actors  in  Indian 
imqnity,  under  whom  that  host  was  arrayed,  disciplined,  and 
pud.  This  language  which  I  used  waa  not,  as  foola  have 
thooght  proper  to  call  it,  offenEive  and  abusiTe ;  it  is  in  s 
proper  criminatory  tone,  justified  by  the  fikcta  that  I  have 
Rated  to  you ;  and  in  every  step  we  take  it  is  justified  more 
udmore.  I  take  it  as  a  text  upon  which  I  mean  to  preach ; 
Itake  it  as  a  text,  which  I  wish  to  have  in  your  lordships' 
ittemory  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  proceeding. 
He  is  not  only  guilty  of  iniquity  himself,  but  is  at  the  head 
it  a  system  of  iniquity  and  rebellion ;  and  will  not  suffer, 
vith  impunity,  any  one  honest  man  to  eiiat  in  India  if  he 
QUI  beip  it.  Every  mark  of  obedience  to  the  legal  authority 
"i  the  Company  is  by  him  condemned ;  and  if  there  is  an^ 
ffl^B  remaming  in  India,  aa  I  think  there  is,  it  is  not  hu 
'  It  that  it  BtUl  exists  there. 

_P'e  have  shown  you  the  servile  obedience  of  the  natives 
&a  country;  we  have  shown  you  the  miserable  situation 
_  vhich  a  great  prince,  at  least  a  person  who  was  the  other 
4w  a  great  prince,  was  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings's  By3t«m. 
Wa  ihall  next  show  you  that  this  prince,  who,  unfortunately 
for  himself,  became  a  dependant  on  the  Company,  and  there- 
by subjected  to  the  will  of  an  arbitmry  government,  is  made 
by  him  the  instrument  of  his  own  degradation,  the  instru- 
ment of  his  (the  Governor's)  falsehoods  ;  the  instrument  of 
bis  peculations — and  that  ho  had  been  subjected  to  all  this 
degmdation  for  the  purposes  of  the  most  odious  tyranny, 
violence,  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  assumed  the  government  to  himself, 
soon  made  Oude  a  private  domain.  It  had,  to  be  sure,  a 
public  name,  but  it  was  to  all  practical  intentx  and  purposes 
nil  park  or  his  warren ;  a  place,  as  it  were,  for  game,  whence 
he  drew  out  or  killed  at  an  earlier  or  later  season,  as  he 
thought  fit,  anything  he  liked,  and  brought  it  to  his  table 
according  as  it  aened  his  puqiase.  Before  I  proceed,  it  will 
not  be  improper  for  me  to  remind  your  lordships  of  the  legi- 
Ijltute  ends  to  which  all  controlling  and  superintending  power 
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ought  to  bo  directed.  Whether  a  man  acquires  this  power 
by  law  or  by  usurpation,  there  are  certain  duties  attached  to 
his  station.     Let  us  now  see  wliat  these  duties  are. 

The  first  is  to  take  care  of  that  vital  principle  of  every 
state,  its  revenue.  The  next  is  to  preserve  the  magistracy 
and  legal  authorities,  in  honour,  respect,  and  force.  And  the 
third  to  preserve  the  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  of 
■11  the  people  committed  to  his  charge. 

In  regard  to  his  firat  duty,  the  protection  of  the  revenue ; 
your  lordships  will  find  that  from  three  miUions  and  upwards, 
which  I  stated  to  be  the  revenue  of  Oude,  and  which  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  believe,  or  anybody  for  him,  has  never  thought 
proper  to  deny — it  sunk  under  his  management  to  about 
£1,440,000:  and  even  this,  Mr.  Middleton  aays  (as  you  may 
see  in  your  minutes),  was  not  completely  realized.  Thus, 
my  lords,  you  see  that  one  half  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
country  was  losl  after  it  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  manage- 
ment. Well,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  said  this  was  owing  to 
the  Nabob's  own  imprudence.  Ko  such  thing,  my  lords ;  it 
could  not  be  so ;  for  the  whole  real  administration  and  go- 
vernment of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
agente,  public  or  private. 

To  let  you  see  how  provident  Mr.  Hastings's  management 
of  it  was,  I  shall  produce  to  your  lordships  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal manoeuvres  that  he  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue  and  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  latter  of  which  will  always  go  along,  more  or  less,  with 
the  first. 

The  Nabob,  whose  acta  your  lordships  have  now  learned  to 
appreciate  as  no  other  than  the  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings,  writes 
to  the  council  to  have  a  body  of  British  officers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  improving  the  discipUue  of  his  troops,  collecting  his 
revenues,  and  repressing  disorder  and  outrage  among  his  sub- 
jects. This  proposal  was  ostensibly  fair  and  proper;  and  if 
I  had  been  in  the  council  at  that  time,  and  the  Nabob  had 
really  and  bon^  fide  made  such  a  request,  I  should  have  said 
he  had  taken  a  very  reasonable  and  judicious  step,  and  that 
the  Company  ought  to  aid  him  in  his  design. 

Among  the  officers  sent  to  Oude,  in  consequence  of  this 
KMluisition,  was  the  well-known  Colonel  Hannay,  a  man 
name  will  be  bitterly  and  long  remembered  in  Indiik 
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This  peraon,  we  imderstanJ,  bad  been  recommended  to  Mr, 
HaatiDga  by  Sir  Elijah  Impej,  and  hia  appointment  was  the 
natural  consequence  of  auch  patronage.  I  aay  the  natural 
consequence,  because  Sir  Elijah  Iwpey  appears  on  your 
minuteB  to  hare  been  Mr.  Hastings's  private  agent  and  nego- 
tiator in  Oude.  In  that  light,  and  in  that  light  only,  1  con- 
sider Colonel  Hannay  in  this  buHineas,  "We  cannot  prove 
that  he  was  not  of  Mr.  Huatiugs's  own  nomination  origumlly 
and  primarily  ;  but  whether  we  take  him  in  this  way,  or  as 
recommended  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  or  anybody  else,  Mr. 
Hastinga  is  equally  responsible. 

Colonel  Hannay  is  sent  up  by  Mr.  Hnatinge,  and  bas  the 
command  of  a  brigade,  of  two  regiments  I  think,  given  to 
him,  Thus  far  all  la  apparently  fair  and  easily  understood; 
but  in  this  country  we  find  everything  in  masquerade  and 
disguise.  "We  find  this  man,  instead  of  being  an  officer, 
farmed  the  revenue  of  the  country,  aa  is  proved  by  Colonel 
Lumsdeu  and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  his  aub-farmers  and 
hia  assistants.  Here,  my  lords,  we  have  a  man  who  appeared 
to  have  been  sent  up  the  country  aa  a  commander  of  troops, 
agreeably  to  the  Kahoh's  request ;  and  who,  upon  our  inquiry, 
we  discover  to  have  been  farmer-general  of  the  countiy ! 
We  discover  this  with  surprise ;  and  I  believe  till  our  in- 
quiries began  it  was  unknown  in  Europe.  We  have,  however, 
proved  upon  your  lordships'  minutes,  by  an  evidence  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Haatings  himself,  that  Colonel  Hannay  was 
actually  farmer-gen  era!  of  the  countries  of  Barratch  ana  Gur- 
ruckpore.  We  have  proved  upon  your  minutes  that  Colonel 
Hannay  was  the  only  peraon  posaeased  of  power  in  the  coun- 
try ;  that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  it,  nor  any  administra- 
tion of  the  law  whatever.  We  have  proved  to  your  lordships 
that  in  his  character  of  farmer-genem  he  availed  himaelf  of 
the  influence  derived  from  commanding  a  battalion  of  soldiers; 
in  short,  wo  have  proved  that  the  whole  power,  civil,  mili- 
tary, municipal,  and  financial,  resided  in  him  ;  and  we  further 
refer  your  lordships  to  Mr.  Lumsden  and  Mr.  Halhed  for  the 
authority  which  he  possessed  in  that  countiy.  Your  lord- 
ships, I  am  sure,  will  supply  with  your  diligence  what  is 
deiective  in  my  statement ;  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liber- 
ty  of  indicating  to  you  where  you  are  to  find  the  evidence  to 
which  I  refer.     You  will  there,  my  lords,  find  this  Colonel 
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HanDBy  in  a  false  character — he  is  oatensibly  given  to  the 
Nabob  as  a  comniander  of  hia  troopa  ;  while  in  reality  he  ia 
forced  upon  that  prince  as  hie  farmer-general.  He  ia  invested 
with  the  whole  command  of  the  country,  while  the  sovereign 
ia  unabio  to  control  him,  or  to  prevent  his  extorting  from  the 
people  whatever  he  pleases. 

If  we  are  asked  what  the  terma  of  hia  farm  were ; — we 
cannot  discover  that  he  farmed  the  country  at  any  certain 
Bum.  We  cannot  discover  that  he  was  subjected  to  any 
terms,  op  confined  by  any  limitations.  Armed  with  arbitrary 
power,  and  exercising  that  power  under  a  false  title,  his  ex- 
actions from  the  poor  natives  were  only  limited  by  his  own 
pleasure.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  now  to  ask 
what  there  was  to  prevent  him  from  robbing  and  ruining  the 
people  ;  and  what  security  against  his  robbing  the.eichequer 
of  the  person  whose  revenue  he  farmed? 

You  are  told  by  the  witnesses  in  the  clearest  manner,  and, 
after  what  you  have  heard  of  the  state  of  Oude,  you  cannot 
doubt  the  iact,  that  nobody,  not  even  the  Nabob,  dared  to 
complain  against  him ;  that  he  was  considered  as  a  man 
authorized  and  supported  by  the  power  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  is  proved  in  the  evidence  before  you  that  he 
vexed  and  harassed  the  country  to  the  utmost  extent  which 
we  have  stated  in  our  article  of  charge,  and  which  you  would 
naturally  expect  from  a  man  acting  under  such  fise  names 
■with  such  real  powers.  "We  have  proved  that  irom  some  of 
the  principal  lemiudars  in  that  country,  who  held  farms  let  to 
them  for  27,000  rupees  a  year,  a  rent  of  60,000  was  demanded, 
lud  in  some  cases  enforced ;  and  that  upon  the  refusal  of  one 
of  them  to  comply  with  this  demand,  he  was  driven  out  of 
the  country. 

Tour  lordships  will  find  in  the  evidence  before  yon,  that 
;he  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  not  only  harassed  in 
their  fortunes,  but  cruelly  treated  in  their  persons.  Tou  have 
it  upon  Mr.  Halhed'a  evidence,  and  it  is  not  attempted,  that 


I  know  of,  to  he  contradicted,  that  the  people  were  confined 
in  open  cages  exposed  to  the  scorching  neat  of  the  sun,  for 
pretended  or  reiJ  arrears  of  rent ;  it  is  inditfereut  which,  he- 


cause  I  consider  all  confinement  of  the  person  to  support  an 
arbitrary  exaction,  to  be  an  abomination  not  to  bo  tolerated. 
They  have  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  weaken  this  evidence  by 
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on  attempt  to  prove  that  a  mo 
ment  in  an  open  cage,  Buffers  n 
muBt  beg  your  lordahipa  to  observe  tbe  extreme  unwillingneB* 
that  appears  in  these  witnesBea.  Their  teatdmony  is  drawn 
from  them  drop  by  drop,  their  answers  to  our  queationa  are 
never  more  than  yea  or  no ;  but  when  they  are  examined  by 
the  counsel  on  the  other  side,  it  flows  as  &eely  aa  if  drawn 
from  a  jjerennial  snriag ;  and  such  a  spring  we  haye  in  Indian 
corruption.  We  nave,  however,  proved,  that  in  these  cages 
the  renters  were  confined,  till  they  could  be  lodged  in  tbe 
dungeons  or  mud  forts.  "We  have  proved  that  some  of  them 
were  obliged  to  sell  their  children ;  that  others  fled  the  coun- 
try J  and  that  these  practices  were  carried  to  such  an  awi'ul 
extent,  that  Colonel  Hannay  was  under  the  necessity  of  issu- 
ing orders  against  the  unnatural  sale  and  flight  which  bis 
rapacity  had  occasioned.  The  prisoner's  counsel  have  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  thia  bad  been  a  common  practice  in 
that  country — and  though  possibly  some  person  aa  wicked  as 
Colonel  Eajmay  might  have  been  there  before  at  some  time 
or  other,  no  man  ever  aold  his  children  but  under  the  pres- 
sure of  some  cruel  exaction.  !N^aturo  calls  out  against  it. 
The  love  that  God  has  implanted  in  the  heart  of  parents 
towarda  their  cbildren  ia  the  firat  germ  of  that  second  con- 
junction which  he  haa  ordered  to  subsist  between  them  and 
the  reat  of  mankind.  It  is  the  first  formation  and  first  bond 
of  society.  It  is  stronger  than  all  laws  ;  for  it  is  the  law  of 
liature,  whicii  is  the  law  of  God.  Never  did  a  man  sell  his 
children,  who  was  able  to  maintain  them.  It  ia  therefore 
not  only  a  proof  of  bis  esactjons,  but  a  deeiaive  proof  that 
these  exactions  were  intolerable. 

Neit  to  the  love  of  parents  for  their  children,  the  strongest 
instinct  both  natural  and  moral  that  exists  in  man  ia  tbe  love 
of  his  country :  — au  instinct,  indeed,  which  extends  even  to 
the  brute  creation.  All  creatures  love  their  offspring;  next 
to  that  they  love  their  homes ;  they  have  a  fondness  for  tbe 
place  where  they  have  been  bred,  for  the  habitations  they 
nave  dwelt  in,  for  the  stalls  in  which  they  have  been  fed, 
the  pastures  they  have  browaed  in,  and  the  wilda  in  which 
they  have  roamed.  We  all  know  that  the  natal  aoil  has  a 
sweetness  in  it  beyond  the  harmony  of  verse,  This  instinct, 
I  say,  that  binds  ful  o-eatures  to  their  country,  never  becomei 
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inert  in  ua,  nor  ever  suffers  ua  to  want  a  memory  of  it. 
Tliost),  therefore,  who  seek  to  fly  their  countir,  cnn  only  wiali 
to  fly  from  oppression,  and  what  other  proof  can  you  want 
of  thia  oppression,  when,  as  a  witness  has  told  you,  Colonel 
Hannay  was  obliged  to  put  bare  and  guards  to  confine  the 
inhabitants  within  the  country  ?  We  have  seen,  therefore, 
nature  violated  in  ita  strongest  principles.  We  have  seen 
unlimited  and  arbitrary  esaction  avowed  on  no  pretence  of 
any  law,  rule,  or  any  fiied  mode  by  whicb  ttese  people  were 
to  be  dealt  with.  All  thtse  facts  have  been  proved  before 
your  lordships  by  costive  and  unwilling  witnesses.  In  con- 
sequence of  these  violent  and  cruel  oppressions,  a  general  re- 
b^ion  breaks  out  in  the  country,  as  was  naturally  to  be 
eipected.  The  inhabitants  rise  aa  if  by  common  consent ; 
every  farmer,  every  proprietor  of  land,  every  mm  who  loved 
hia  family  and  his  country,  and  had  not  fled  for  refuge,  rose 
in  rebellion,  as  they  call  it.  My  lords,  they  did  rebel ;  it 
was  a  just  rebellion.  Insurrection  was  there  ji^t  and  legal, 
inasmuch  as  Colonel  Haimay,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and  rights 
of  the  people,  exercised  a  clandestine,  illegal  authority,  against 
which  there  can  be  no  rebellion  in  its  proper  sense. 

Ah  a  rebellion,  however,  and  as  a  rebellion  of  the  most  un- 
provoked kind,  it  was  treated  by  Colonel  Hannay  ;  and  to 
one  instance  of  tlie  means  taken  for  suppressing  it,  aa  proved 
by  evidence  before  your  lordahipa,  I  will  juat  beg  leave  to 
call  your  attention.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  inhabit- 
ants had  been  shut  up  in  one  of  the  mud  forts  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  the  people  ot  the  country  in  their  rage  attacked  the 
fort  and  demanded  the  prisoners ;  they  called  for  their 
brothers,  their  fathers,  their  huabanda,  who  were  confined 
there.  It  was  attacked  by  the  joint  assault  of  men  and 
women.  The  man  who  commanded  in  the  fort  immediately 
cut  off  the  heads  of  eighteen  of  the  principal  prisoners,  and 
tossed  them  over  the  battlements  to  the  assailants.  There 
happened  to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  fort,  a  man  loved  and  re- 
spected in  his  country,  and  who,  ■whether  justly  or  unjustly, 
was  honoured  and  mach  esteemed  by  all  the  people.  "  Give 
HB  our  Kajah,  Mustapha  Khin  "  (that  waa  the  name  of  the 
man  confined),  cried  out  the  assaOants.  We  asked  the  wit- 
ness at  your  bar,  what  he  waa  coniined  for ;  he  did  not  kn  jw, 
but  he  Boid  that  Colonel  Hannay  had  confined  him,  luiil 
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added  that  he  was  sentenced  to  death.  "We  deaired  to  see 
the  futwa  or  decree  of  thejud^who  sentenced  him;  noj 
no  such  thing,  nor  any  evidence  of  its  having  ever  eiisted,  could 
te  produced.  We  desired  to  know  whether  he  could  give 
any  account  of  the  process,  any  account  of  the  magistrate, 
any  account  of  the  accuser,  any  account  of  the  defence ;  in 
short,  whether  he  couid  give  any  account  whatever  of  this 
mao'e  heing  condemned  to  death.  He  could  give  no  account 
of  it  but  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hnnnay,  who  aeems  to  have 
imprisoned  and  condemned  him  hy  his  own  arhitrary  wiJl. 
Upon  the  demand  of  Eajah  Mustapha  by  the  insurgents 
being  made  known  to  Colonel  Hannay,  he  sends  an  order  to 
the  commander  of  the  fort,  a  man  already  stained  with  the 
blood  of  all  the  people  who  were  murdered  there,  that  if  he 
had  not  executed  Mustapha  Khan,  he  should  execute  him 
immediately.  The  man  ia  staggered  at  the  order,  and  refuses 
to  eiecute  it,  as  not  being  directly  addressed  to  him. 

Colonel  Hannay  then  sends  a  Captain  Williams,  who  has 
appeared  here  as  an  evidence  at  your  bar,  and  who,  together 
with  Captain  Gordon  and  Major  Macdonald,  both  witnesses 
also  here,  were  all  sub-farmers  and  actors  under  Colonel  Han- 
nay. This  Captain  Williams,  I  say,  goes  there,  and  without 
asking  one  of  those  questions  which  1  put  to  the  witness  at 
your  bar,  and  desiring  nothing  but  Colonel  Hannay's  word, 
orders  the  man  to  be  beheaded  j  and  accordingly  he  was  be- 
headed, agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hannay.  Upon 
this  the  rebellion  blazed  out  with  tenfold  fury,  and  the  peo- 
ple declared  they  would  be  revenged  for  the  destruction  of 
their  zemindar. 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  this  Mustapha  Khfla  impri- 
soned and  sentenced  to  death  by  Colonel  Hannay,  without 
judge  and  without  accuser,  without  any  evidence,  without 
the  futwa  or  any  sentence  of  the  law.  This  man  is  thus  put 
to  death  by  an  arbitrary  villain,  by  a  more  than  cruel  tyrant. 
Colonel  Hannay,  the  substitute  of  a  ten  thousand  times  more 
cruel  tyrant,  Mr.  Hastings. 

In  this  situation  was  the  country  of  Oude,  under  Colonel 
Hannay,  when  he  was  removed  from  it.  The  knowledge  of 
his  misconduct  had  before  induced  the  miserable  Nabob  to 
make  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  him;  but  Mr.  Hastings  bad  re> 
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presBed  that  effort  by  a  civil  reprimand,  telling  bim  indeed 
at  tbo  eanie  time,  "  I  do  not  force  you  to  receiyu  him."  (In- 
deed the  Nabob's  situation  had  in  it  force  enough.)  The 
Nabob,  I  BBy,  was  forced  to  receive  him  ;  and  again  he  ravages 
and  destroys  that  devoted  country,  till  the  time  of  ■which  I 
have  been  just  speaking  ;  when  he  was  driven  out  of  it  finally 
by  the  rebellion,  and,  aa  you  niay  imagine,  departed  lifee  a 
leech  full  of  blood. 

It  IB  stated  in  evidence  upon  your  minutea,  that  this 
bloated  leech  went  back  to  Calcutta,  that  he  was  supposed 
from  a  itate  of  debt  (in  which  he  waa  known  to  have  been 
when  he  left  that  city)  to  have  returned  from  Oude  with 
the  handsome  sum  of  £300,000,  of  wbicb  £80,000  was  in 
gold  mohura.  This  is  declared  to  be  the  universal  opinion 
in  India,  and  no  man  has  ever  contradicted  it.  Ten  persons 
have  given  evidence  to  that  effect,  not  one  has  contradicted 
it  irom  that  hour  to  this,  that  I  ever  heard  of  The  man  is 
now  no  more.  "Whether  his  family  have  the  whole  of  the 
plunder  or  not ;  what  partnership  there  was  in  this  business ; 
what  shares,  what  dividends  were  made,  and  who  got  them  ; 
— about  all  this  public  opinion  varied,  and  we  can  with  cer- 
tainty affirm  nothing  ; — but  there  ended  the  life  and  esploita 
of  Colonel  Hannay,  fanner-general,  civil  officer,  and  militaiy 
commander  of  Burratch  and  Gurruckpore.  But  not  so  end- 
ed Mr.  Hastings's  proceedinga. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  Colonel  Hannay  to  Calcutta,  this 
miserable  Nabob  received  intelligence,  which  concurrent  pub- 
lic fame  supported,  that  Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  him  up 
into  the  country  again  on  a  second  eipedition ;  probably 
with  some  such  order  as  this — Tou  have  aucked  blood  enough 
for  yourself,  now  try  what  yon  can  do  for  your  neighbours. 
The  Nabob  waa  not  Kkely  to  be  miainformed.  His  friend  and 
agent  Gobind  Ham  waa  at  Calcutta,  and  had  constant  accees 
to  all  Mr.  Hastings's  people.  Mr.  Hastings  himaelf  tells  yon 
what  instructions  these  vakeela  always  have  to  search  into 
and  discover  all  his  transactions.  Thia  Gobind  Bam,  alarmed 
with  strong  apprehenaiona,  and  struck  with  horror  at  the  veiy 
idea  of  such  an  event,  apprised  his  maater  of  his  belief  that 
Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  Colonel  Hannay  again  into  the 
sooutr)'.    Judge  now,  my  lords,  what  Colonel  HanLaymoit 
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bare  buen,  from  the  declaration  which  I  will  now  read  to 
you,  extorted  from  that  luiaerable  shiTc  the  Nabob,  who  thua 
addreeBea  Mr.  Hastings : 

"  My  country  and  house  belong  to  you  ;  there  is  no  dif- 
ference. I  hope  that  you  deaire  in  your  heart  the  good  of 
thy  coucerne.  Colonel  Hannay  is  inclined  to  request  your 
permission  to  be  employed  in  the  affairs  of  this  quarter.  If 
by  any  means  any  matter  of  this  country  dependent  on  mt 
efionld  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel,  I  swear  by  the  holy 
Prophet  that  I  will  not  remain  here,  but  will  go  from  hence 
to  you.  From  your  kiudneaa  let  no  concern  dependent  on 
me  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel ;  and  oblige  me  by  a  speedy 
answer,  which  may  aet  my  mind  at  ease."  We  know  very 
well  tliat  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  denied  hoB  having  any  in- 
tention to  aend  him  up.  We  cannot  prove  them,  but  we 
m&iutaia  that  there  were  grounds  for  the  atrongest  suspicions 
that  he  entertained  such  intentions ;  he  cannot  deny  the 
reality  of  this  terror  which  existed  in  the  minda  of  the  Nabob 
and  his  people,  under  the  apprehension  that  he  was  to  be 
Bent  up,  which  plainly  ahowed  that  they,  at  least,  considered 
there  was  ground  enough  for  charging  Hm  with  that  inten- 
tion. What  reason  was  there  to  think  that  he  should  not  be 
■ent  a  third  time,  who  had  been  sent  twice  before  ?  Certainly 
none,  because  every  circumstance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  proceed- 
ing was  systematical,  and  perfectly  well  known  at  Oude. 

But  suppose  it  to  have  been  a  falae  report ; — it  shows  all 
that  the  managers  wish  to  show,  the  extreme  terror  which 
these  creaturea  and  tools  of  Mr.  Haatinga  struck  into  the 
people  of  that  country.  His  denial  of  any  intention  of  again 
sending  Colonel  Hannay  does  not  disprove  either  the  justness 
of  their  suspicions,  or  the  existence  of  the  terror  which  his 
rery  name  excited. 

My  lords,  I  ahall  now  call  your  attention  to  a  part  of  the 
evidence  which  we  have  produced,  to  prove  the  terrible  effects 
of  Colonel  Honnay's  operations.  Captain  Edwards,  an  un- 
tainted man,  who  teUa  you  that  he  had  passed  through  that 
country,  again  and  again  describes  it  as  hearing  all  the  marks 
of  savage  desolation.  Mr.  Holt  says  it  has  fallen  from  its 
former  state  ;  that  whole  towns  and  villages  were  no  longer 
peopled,  and  that  the  country  carried  evident  marks  of  fam- 
ine. One  wo  lid  have  thought  that  Colonel  Hannay'a  cruelty 


He,  how- 
ever, liiiwilliiil  Id  tkr  |,unnM>fl  at  Calcutta  «  partial 
iMiii  milili<m  of  ^e  atiAe  of  tlte  prornraa,  tbe  substance  oi 
«&di  wai,  tint  tlie  natnea  wen  expoaed  to  neiy  kind  ol 
peculation,  and  that  the  comitrT'  was  in  a  horrible  state  ot 
eoDfaaun and diaoHer.  1%ia  is ii|iondteC«inpaDy's records; 
and,  although  ikit  pradneed  in  eridence,  tout  lonibbipa  may 
fbtd  it,  lor  a  has  been  printed  over  anj  orer  again.  Thta 
man  went  up  to  tbe  Yiner;  in  eoDsequence  of  whose  com- 
plaint, uid  the  renewed  cries  of  the  people,  ilr.  Hastings  was 
soon  obliged  to  recall  him. 

But,  my  lords,  let  ua  go  &om  M&Jor  Osborne  to  tbe  rest  ot 
these  military  pun'eyors  of  revenue.  Tour  lordships  ehall 
heartbeTizier'BOwnaccount  of  what  he  suffered  from  British 
officers,  and  into  what  a  state  Mr.  Hastings  brought  that 
coiiutry,  by  the  agency  of  officers  who,  under  the  pretence 
of  defending  it,  were  iuYeated  with  powers  which  enabled 
them  to  commit  most  horrible  abuses  in  tbe  aduiiuistration 
of  the  revenue,  the  collection  of  cuatoms,  and  the  monopoly 
of  tbe  markets. 


Copy  of  a  Letier  ffm 


r  to  the  Ooeernor- 


"  All  the  officers  stationed  with  tbe  brigade  at  Cawnpore, 
Futtyghur,  Darunghur,  and  Furrackabad,  and  other  places, 
write  piirwonuBB,  and  give  positive  orders  to  the  aumils  of 
these  places,  respecting  the  grain,  Ac. ;  from  which  conduct 
the  country  will  become  depopulated,  I  am  hopeful  from  your 
friendsbip  that  you  will  write  to  all  these  gentlemen  not  to 
issue  orders,  &e.,  to  the  aumils,  and  not  to  send  troops  into 
the  mahals  of  the  sirear ;  and  for  whatever  quantity  of  grain, 
Ac,  they  may  want,  they  will  inform  me  and  the  resident, 
~ll  write  it  to  the  aumiis,  who  shaU  cause  it  to  be 
'  month,  and  I  will  deduct  the  price  of  then 


► 
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A  copy  of  a  sub»equent  Letter  from  the  Vizier  to  MajaK 
Gobind  Bam. 

"  I  Bome  time  ago  wrote  you  the  particulars  of  the  conduct 
of  the  officers,  and  now  write  them  again.  The  officers  and 
gentlemen  who  are  at  Cawnpore,  and  Euttyghur,  and  Da- 
runghur,  and  other  placea,  by  dlflerent  means  act  very  tyran- 
nically and  oppressively  towards  the  Humils  and  rjota  and 
inhabitants ;  and  to  whomsoever  that  requires  a  dustuck 
they  give  it,  with  their  own  seal  affixed,  and  send  for  the 
aumila  and  punish  them.  If  they  say  anything,  the  gen- 
tlemen make  use  of  hut  two  words ;  one — that  is  for  the 
brigade,  and  the  second — thai  it  to  administer  ju»iice.  The 
pBrticulara  of  it  is  this,  that  the  bipparies  will  bring  their 
grain  from  all  quarters,  and  sell  for  their  livelihood.  There 
la  at  present  no  war  to  occitsiou  a  necessity  for  sending  for  it. 
If  none  coraea,  whatever  quantity  will  be  necessair  eveir 
month,  I  will  mention  to  the  aumila  that  they  may  bring  it 
for  sale ;  but  there  is  no  deficiency  of  grain.  The  gentle- 
men have  established  gunges  for  their  own  advantage,  called 
Colonel  Gunge  at  Darunghur,  Futtyghup,  &c.  The  collec- 
tion of  the  customs  &om  all  quarters  they  have  stopped,  and 
collected  them  at  their  own  gunges ;  each  gunge  is  rented 
out  at  30,000  to  40,000  rupees,  and  their  collections  paid  to 
the  gentlemen.  They  have  established  gungea  where  there 
never  were  any;  and  where  they  were,  those  they  have  abol- 
JBhed;  30,000  or  40,000  rupees  is  the  sum  they  are  rented 
at ;  the  collections,  to  the  amount  of  a  lack  of  rupees,  are 
stopped.  Major  Briscoe,  who  ia  at  Darunghur,  has  established 
a  gunge,  which  rented  out  for  45,000  rupees,  and  has 
Htopped  the  ghauta  round  about  the  bipparies ;  and  merchants 
OODUng  from  Cashmere,  Irom  Shaw  Jehanabeid,  and  bringing 
shawls  and  other  goods  and  suicea,  &c.,  trom  all  quarters,  he 
orders  to  bis  gunge,  and  collects  the  duty  from  the  an  mils, 

fives  them  a  chit  and  a  guard,  who  conducta  them  about 
ro  liundred  cosb  :  the  former  duties  are  not  collected.  From 
the  conduct  at  Cawnpore,  Futtyghur,  Furrackabad,  &c.,  the 
duties  from  the  lilla  of  Gora  and  Thlawa  are  destroyed  and 
occasion  a  loss  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  duties  j  and 
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the  losses  that  are  sustaitied  in  FurracliabBd  may  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  Nabob  Mozuffir  Jung,  to  whom  every  day  com- 
plaints are  made  ;  exclusive  of  tLe  aumils  and  coUectors, 
othera  lodge  complainta.  "WhateTer  I  do,  I  desire  no  benefit 
&om  it ;  I  am  remedilesa  and  silent ;  Irom  what  happens  to 
me,  I  know  that  worse  wiU  happen  in  other  places  ;  the  se- 
cond word,  I  know,  ia  from  their  mouths  ouly.  This  is  the 
case.  In  this  country  formerly,  and  even  now,  whatever  ia 
to  he  received  or  paid  among  the  zemindars,  ryots,  and  in- 
habitimts  of  the  cities,  and  poor  people,  neither  those  who 
can  pay  nor  those  who  cannot  pay  ever  make  any  eicuse  to 
the  shroffs;  but  when  they  could  pay,  they  did.  In  old 
debts  of  fifty  years,  whoever  complain  to  the  gentlemen,  they 
agree  that  they  shall  pay  one-fourth,  and  send  dustucka  and 
sepoya  to  all  the  aumils,  the  chowdries,  and  canoongoea,  and 
inhabitants  of  all  the  towns  ;  they  send  for  everybody,  to  do 
them  justice,  confine  them,  and  say  they  will  settle  the  buai- 
nesa.  So  many  and  numerous  are  these  calamities,  that  I 
know  not  how  much  room  it  wiU  take  up  to  mention  them. 
Mr.  Briscoe  is  at  Darunghur ;  and  the  complainta  of  the  au- 
mils arrive  daily.  I  am  suent.  Now  Mr.  Middleton  ia  coming 
here,  let  the  Nabob  appoint  him  for  settling  all  these  affairs, 
that  whatever  he  shall  order  those  gentlemen  they  will  do. 
From  this  eveiything  will  be  settled,  and  the  particulars  of 
thia  quarter  will  be  made  known  to  the  Nabob.  I  have  writ- 
ten tnis,  which  you  wiU  deliver  to  the  Governor,  that  every- 
thing may  be  settled ;  and  when  he  has  understood  it,  what- 
ever is  his  inclination,  he  will  favour  me  with  it.  The  Nabob 
is  master  in  this  country,  and  is  my  friend ;  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction." 

Copy  of  another  Letter,  entered  upon  the  eontultaiion  of  ike 

Uh  of  June,  1781. 
"  I  have  received  your  letter,  requesting  leave  for  a  bat 
talion  to  be  raised  by  Captain  Clark  on  the  same  footing  bb 
Major  Osborne's  was,  agreeable  to  the  requests  and  com- 
plaints of  lahmael  Beg,  the  aumU  of  Illahabad,  &c.,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  direetiona  of  the  council.  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  and  negotiation  of  Ishmael 
Beg,  and  the  nature  of  Mr.  Osborne's  battalion.  At  the  be- 
ginuing  of  the  year  11S6  (1779)  the  afiairs  of  Illahabad  were 
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pyen  on  a  lease  of  three  years  to  Ishmael  Beg,  together  with 
the  pergTinnaha  Arreel  and  Parra ;  aiid  I  gave  orders  foF 
troops  to  be  fttatioBed  and  raised,  conformable  to  his  request. 
Ifibinael  Beg  accordingly  collected  twelve  hundred  peons, 
which  were  not  allowed  to  the  aumil  of  that  place  in  the 
year  1185.  The  reason  why  I  gave  permission  for  the  ad- 
■  Utional  ezpenee  of  twelve  hundred  peons  was,  that  he  might 
it  enabletl  to  manage  the  country  with  ease,  and  pav  tht 
jfeoney  to  government  regularly.  I  besides  sent  Mr.  Osborne 
"  1,  to  command  in  the  mahnls  belonging  to  Illahahiwi, 
1  were  in  the  possession  of  Rajuh  Ajeit  Sing ;  and  he 
Cordingly  took  ehai^e. 

"Afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Govemor- 
eneral,  Mr.  Hastings,  Jelladut  Jung,  he  was  reealled,  and 
(be  mahals  placed,  as  before,  under  Bajah  Ajeit  Sing.  I 
never  sent  Mr.  Osborne  to  settle  tlte  concerns  of  Iliahabad, 
fop  there  was  no  occasion  for  him ;  but  Mr.  Osborne,  of 
liimself^  committed  d^redations  and  rapines  within  Ishmael 
Beg's  jurisdiction.  Last  year  the  battalion  which,  by  per- 
mission of  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  was  sent  received  ordera 
lo  secure  and  defend  Ishmael  Beg  against  the  encroachments 
of  Mr.  Osborne ;  for  the  complamts  of  Ishmael  Beg  againi^t 
the  violences  of  Mr.  Osborne  had  reached  the  general  and 
Mr.  Purling ;  and  the  Giovemor  and  gentlemen  of  council, 
at  ray  request,  recalled  Mr.  OBhome.  This  year,  as  before, 
the  collections  of  Arreel  and  Parra  remain  under  Ishmael 
Beg.  In  tkose  places,  some  of  the  talookdars  and  zemindara, 
who  had  been  oppressed  and  ill-treated  by  Mr.  Osbonie,  had 
conceived  ideas  of  rebellion." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  an  account  of  the  condition  of 
Darunghur,  Futtyghur,  Furruckabad,  and  of  the  whole  line  of 
our  miStary  stations  in  the  Nabob's  dominions.  Tou  see  the 
whole  was  one  universal  scene  of  plunder  and  rapine.  Tou 
see  all  this  was  known  to  Mr.  Haatings,  who  never  inflicted 
any  punishments  for  all  this  horrible  outrage.  Ton  see  the 
utmost  he  has  done  ia  merely  to  recall  one  man,  Major  Os- 
borne, who  was  by  no  means  the  only  person  deeply  involved 
in  these  charges.  He  nominated  all  these  people ;  he  has 
never  caUed  any  of  them  to  an  account.  Shall  I  not  then 
call  him  their  captain-general  p  Hhall  not  your  lordshipa  call 
bim  so  t     And  shall  any  man  in  the  kingdom  call  him  by 
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any  other  name  ?  We  see  all  the  executive,  all  tbe  civil  and 
criminBl  justice  of  tlie  country  eeized  on  by  him.  We  sea 
the  trade  and  all  the  duties  seized  upon  by  hie  creaturea. 
We  Bee  them  destroying  eatablished  marketa,  and  creating 
others  at  their  pleasure.  We  see  them,  in  the  country  of  an 
ally,  and  in  a  time  of  peace,  producing  all  the  consequeneea 
of  rapine  and  of  war.  We  see  the  country  ruined  and  de- 
populated by  men  who  attempt  to  exculpate  themHelres  by 
charging  their  unhappy  victims  with  rebellion. 

And  now,  my  loroa,  who  ia  it  that  has  brought  to  light  all 
these  outrages  and  complaints,  the  existence  of  which  has 
never  been  denied,  and  for  which  uo  redress  was  ever  ob- 
tained, and  no  punishment  ever  inflicted  P  Why,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings himself  has  brought  them  before  you  ;  they  are  found 
in  papers  which  he  has  transmitted.  God,  who  iniiicts  blind- 
ness upon  great  criminals,  in  order  that  they  should  meet 
with  the  punishment  they  deserve,  has  made  him  the  means 
of  bringing  forward  this  scene,  which  we  are  maliciously  said 
to  have  f^sely  and  maliciously  devised.  If  any  one  of  the 
ravages  contained  in  that  long  catalogue  of  grievances  is 
false,  Warren  Hastings  is  the  person  who  must  answer  for 
that  individual  falsehood.  If  they  are  generally  false,  he  is 
to  answer  for  the  false  and  calumniating  accusation  ;  and  if 
they  are  true,  my  lords,  he  only  is  answerable  ;  for  he  ap- 
pointed those  ministers  of  outrage,  and  never  called  them  to 
account  for  their  misconduct. 

Let  me  now  show  your  lordships  the  character  that  Mr, 
Hastings  gives  of  all  the  British  ofGcers.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  an  extract  from  the  appendis  to  that  part  of  his  Benarea 
narrative  in  which  be  comments  upon  tbe  treaty  of  Chunar. 
Mark,  my  lords,  what  the  man  himself  says  of  the  whole 
military  service. — "  Notwithstanding  the  great  benefit  which 
the  Company  would  have  derived  from  such  an  augmentation 
of  their  military  force  as  these  troops  constituted,  ready  to 
act  on  any  emergency,  prepared  and  disciplined  without  any 
cliarge  on  the  Company,  as  the  institution  profeased,  until 
their  actual  services  should  be  required,  I  have  observed  some 
eyils  growing  out  of  the  system,  which,  in  my  opinion,  more 
than  counterbalanced  those  advantages,  had  they  been  real- 

'd  in  their  fullest  effect.  The  remote  stations  of  thcM 
t,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the 
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r  ind  control  of  the  board,  afforded  too  much  opportunity  niid 
'  temptation  for  im warrantable  eoiolunients,  ana  ejcited  thi3 
contagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole 
army.  A  most  remarkable  and  incontrovertible  proof  of  the 
prevalence  of  this  spirit  has  been  seen  in  the  court-martial 
upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court,  composed  of  officers 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honour- 
ably, moat  honourably,  acquitted  him  upon  an  acknowledged 
fact,  which  in  times  of  atricter  discipline  would  hare  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  Hevereet  puniahraent." 

I  win  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  another  eitract 
from  the  same  comment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect  to  the 
removal  of  the  Company's  servanta,  civil  and  military,  from 
the  court  and  service  of  the  Vizier. — "  I  was  actuated  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him,  and  a  regard  to  the  honour  of 
our  national  character.  In  removing  those  gentlemen,  I  di- 
minish my  own  influence,  aa  well  as  that  of  my  colleagues, 
by  narrowing  the  line  of  patronage  ;  and  I  eipose  myself  to 
obloquy  and  resentment  from  those  who  are  immediately  af- 
fected by  the  arrangement,  and  the  long  train  of  their  friends 
and  powerful  patrons.  But  their  numbers,  their  influence, 
and  the  enormous  amount  of  their  aalariea,  penaions,  and 
emoluments,  were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues  and 
authority  of  the  Vizier,  and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and  re- 
sentment of  the  whole  country,  by  excluding  the  native  aer- 
vants  and  adherents  of  the  Vizier  from  the  rewards  of  their 
services  and  attachment." 

My  lords,  you  have  here  Mr.  Hastinga's  opinion  of  the 
whole  military  service.  Tou  have  here  the  authority  and 
documents  by  which  he  supports  his  opinion.  He  states, 
that  the  contagion  of  peculation  had  tainted  all  the  frontier 
Htationa,  which  contain  much  the  largest  part  of  the  Com- 
pany'e  army.  He  states  that  this  contagion  had  tainted  the 
whole  army,  everywhe'^ ;  so  that,  according  to  him,  there 
waa,  throughout  the  Indian  army,  an  universal  taint  of  pecu- 
lation.— My  lords,  peculation  is  not  a  military  vice. — Insub- 
ordination, want  of  attention  to  duty,  want  of  order,  want  of 
obedience  and  regularity,  are  military  vices ;  but  who  ever 
before  heard  of  peeulatiou  being  a  military  vice  f  In  the 
rase  before  you  it  became  so  by  employing  military  men  aa 
firmers  of  revenue,  as  masters  of  marketa  and  of  gunges, 
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This  departure  from  the  militarj'  character  and  from  militaij 
dutieB  introduced  that  peculation  which  tainted  the  army, 
and  desolated  the  domimona  of  the  Nabob  Vizier. 

I  declare  when  I  first  read  the  pasBoge  which  haa  been  jnat 
read  to  your  lordahips,  in  the  infancy  of  tliia  inquiry,  it 
atruck  me  with*  astonishment  that  peculation  should  at  aU 
euat  at  a  military  vice ;  but  I  waa  still  more  astonished  at 
finding  WaJTen  Hastinga  charging  the  ichole  British  army 
with  being  corrupted  by  thia  base  and  depraved  spirit,  to  a 
degree  which  tainted  even  their  judicial  character.  ThJB, 
mj  lords,  is  a  moat  aerioua  matter.  The  judicial  functions 
of  military  men  are  of  vaat  importance  in  themaelves ;  and, 
generally  epeaking,  there  is  not  any  tribunal  whose  membera 
are  more  honourable  in  their  conduct,  and  more  juat  in  their 
decisions,  than  those  of  acourt-martial.  Perhaps  there  ia  uot 
a  tribuntj  in  this  country  whoae  reputation  ia  really  more  un- 
tainted than  that  of  a  court-martial.  It  stands  aa  fair  in  the 
opinion  both  of  the  army  and  of  the  public  as  any  tribunal, 
in  a  country  where  all  tribunala  atand  fair.  But  in  India, 
this  unnatural  vice  of  peculation,  which  haa  no  more  to  do 
with  the  vicea  of  a  military  character  than  with  its  virines, 
—thia  venomous  spirit  has  pervaded  the  members  of  military 
tribunala  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  acquit,  honourably  acquit, 
most  honourably  acquit  a  man,  "  upon  an  acknowledged  fact, 
which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed 
a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment." 

Who  says  all  this,  my  lorda  ?  Do  I  say  it  ? — No :  it  is 
Warren  Hastings  who  aays  it.  He  records  it.  He  gives  you 
his  vouchers  and  his  evidence,  and  he  draws  the  conclusion. 
He  ia  the  criminal  accuser  of  the  British  army.  He  who 
sits  in  that  box  accuses  the  whole  British  army  in  India. 
He  has  declared  them  to  be  so  tainted  with  peculation  from 
head  to  foot  aa  to  have  been  induced  to  commit  the  moat 
wicked  perjuries,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  one  another  out 
in  their  abominable  peculations.  In  this  unnatural  state  of 
things,  and  whilst  there  is  not  one  mOitary  man  on  these 
stations  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  give  this  abomino- 
blv  flagitious  character ;  yet  every  one  of  them  have  joined 
hira  the  benefit  of  their  teatimouy  for  bis  hoaourablft 
"jd  conduct. 

eudous  Bceoe,  which  he  hiniBelf  exposes,  an 
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there  no  eigae  of  Ihia  captain -gen  erahliip  whieb  I  have  allu- 
ded to  ?  Are  there  no  aigns  of  this  mnn'a  beiog  a  captiun- 
general  of  iniquity,  nodet  whom  all  the  spoilers  of  India 
w»e  paid,  disciplined,  and  supported?  I  not  only  charge 
Hm  with  being  guilty  of  a  thousand  crimeB ;  but  I  assert, 
th&t  there  is  not  a  soldier  or  n  civO  servaiit  in  India  whose 
culpable  acta  are  not  owing  to  this  man's  eiamplt 

and  protection.  Ererything  which  goes  to  cnmmaie 
^oea  directly  against  the  prisoner.  He  put  them  in 
iconi^tion  to  plunder.  He  suffered  no  native  authority  or 
gOTemment  to  restrain  them  j  and  he  never  called  a  man  to 
on  account  for  these  flagitious  acta,  which  he  has  thought 
poper  to  bring  before  hia  country  in  the  most  Bolemn  mail" 
Ewand  upon  the  most  solemn  occasion. 

I  verily  believe,  in  my  conscience,  his  accusation  is  not 
true,  in  the  excess,  in  the  generality  and  extravagance  in 
whicb  he  charges  it.  That  it  is  true  in  a  great  measure  we 
cannot  deny ;  and  in  that  measure  we,  in  our  turn,  charge 
him  with  being  the  author  of  all  the  crimes  which  he  ie- 
nouDCea ;  and  if  there  is  anything  in  the  charge  beyond  the 
truth,  it  is  he  who  is  to  answer  for  the  falsehood. 

I  will  now  refer  your  lordships  to  his  opinion  of  the  civil 
service,  as  it  ia  declared  and  recorded  in  hia  remarks  upon 
thereiooTal  of  the  Company's  civil  aervanta  by  him  from  the 
flervice  of  the  Vizier. — "I  waa,"  aaya  he,  "actuated  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him  (the  Nabob  of  Oude),  and  a 
regard  to  the  honour  of  our  national  character."  Here,  you 
see,  he  declares  his  opinion,  that  in  Oude  the  civil  servants 
of  the  Company  had  destroyed  the  national  character,  and 
that  therefore  thoy  ought  to  be  recalled. — "  By  reroovin" 
these  people,"  he  adds,  "  I  diminish  my  patronage !"  But  I 
ask.  How  came  tbey  there  P — Why,  through  this  patronage. 
— He  sent  them  there  to  suck  the  blood  which  the  military 
had  BpBJed.  He  sent  these  civil  servants  to  do  ten  times 
more  miscbief  than  the  military  ravagera  could  do,  becausQ 
they  were  inveated  with  greater  authority.  "  If,"  says  h^  i 
"  I  recall  them  from  thence,  1  leasen  my  patronage  !" — But,  ' 
who,  my  lords,  authorized  him  to  become  a  patron  ?  What 
laws  of  his  country  justified  him  in  forcing  upon  the  Vizie* 
the  citH  servants  of  the  Company  P — What  treaty  authomwl 
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him  to   do  it  ? — What  systein  of  policy,   eicept  Bis   owm 
wicked,  arbitrary  ByBtem,  SHthorized  him  to  act  tliuB  ? 

He  proceeds  to  say,  "  I  expose  myself  to  obloquy  and  rft- 
eentment,  from  those  who  are  immediately  aifected  by  the 
arrangement,  and  the  lon^  train  of  their  friends  and  power- 
fill  patronH." — My  lords,  it  is  the  constant  burthen  of  hia 
song,  that  he  cannot  do  his  duty ;  that  he  ia  fettered  in  every- 
thing; that  he  feara  a  thousand  mischiefa  to  happen  to  him; 
— not  from  hia  acting  with  earefuineaa,  economy,  frugality, 
and  ia  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  from  the  very 
reverse  of  all  thia.  Says  he,  I  am  afraid  I  ahall  forfeit  the 
favour  of  the  powerful  patrons  of  those  servants  in  England, 
namely,  the  Lords  and  Commona  of  England,  if  I  do  justice 
to  the  suffering  people  of  this  country. 

In  the  House  of  Commona  there  are  undoubtedly  powerful 
people,  who  may  be  suppoaed  to  be  influenced  by  patronage ; 
Dut  the  higher  and  more  powerful  part  of  the  country  is 
more  directly  represented  by  your  lordahipa  than  by,  ua. 
although  we  have  of  the  first  blood  of  England  in  the  House 
of  Commona.  "We  do  indeed  repreaent,  by  the  knights  of 
the  shires,  the  landed  interest.  By  our  city  and  borough 
members  we  repreaent  the  trading  interest ;  we  represent 
the  whole  people  of  England  collectively.  But  neither  blood 
nor  power  is  represented  bo  fully  in  the  House  of  Commona 
as  that  order  which  composes  the  great  body  of  the  people ; 
the  protection  of  which  is  our  peculiar  duty,  and  to  which  it 
is  our  glory  to  adhere.  But  the  dignities  of  the  country, 
the  great  and  powerful,  are  represented  eminently  by  your 
lordships.  As  we  therefore  would  keep  the  lowest  of  tha 
people  from  the  contagion  and  dishonour  of  peculation  and 
corruption,  and  above  all,  from  esercising  that  vice  which, 
among  commoners,  is  unnatural  as  well  as  abominable,  the 
Tice  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  so  we  trust  that  your  lord- 
ships will  clear  yourselves  and  the  higher  and  more  powerful 
ranks  from  giving  the  smallest  countenance  to  the  system 
which  we  have  done  our  duty  in  denouncing  and  bringing 
before  you. 

have  heard  the  account  of  the  civil  service. 
[  of  their  numbers,  think  of  their  influence,  and  tbo 
ttormouB  amount  of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emalu* 


Myk 
Thinlc  0 


1TA.BBEK  EABTHTGS,  ESQ. 


M 


i 


mentB  They  were,  you  have  heard,  an  intolerahle  burthen 
on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the  Vizier;  and  they  ex- 
posed us  to  the  envy  njid  resentment  of  the  wbo]e  country, 
Dj  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  prince 
from  the  just  reward  of  their  servicea  and  attachments. 
""ere,  my  lords,  is  the  whole  civil  sen'ice  brought  before 

m.  They  usurp  the  country,  they  deatroy  the  revenues, 
■  overload  the  prince,  and  they  exclude  all  the  nobility 
eminent  persons  of  the  country  from  the  just  reward  of 
flieir  service. 

Bid  Mr.  Francin,  whom  I  saw  here  a  little  while  ago,  send 
these  people  into  that  country  p  Did  General  Clavering,  or 
Colonel  Monson,  whom  he  charges  with  this  syatem,  send 
them  there?  No;  they  were  sent  by  himself;  and  if  one 
was  sent  b^  anybody  eiae  for  a  time,  he  waa  soon  recalled ; 
Bo  that  he  is  himself  answerable  for  all  the  peculation  which 
lie  attributes  to  the  civil  service.  Tou  see  the  character 
^ven  of  that  service ;  you  there  see  their  accuser ;  you  there 
Bee  their  defender,  who,  after  having  defamed  both  services, 
military  and  civil,  never  punished  the  guilty  in  either;  and 
now  receives  the  prodigal  praises  of  both. 

I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  show  that  Mr.  Hastings  is 
not  the  defamer  of  the  service.  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man 
to  show  that  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tar- 
nished under  hia  patronage.  He  engaged  to  remove  all  these 
blood-suciers  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  but  he  never  eiecut- 
ed  that  treaty.  He  proposed  to  take  away  the  temporary 
brigade ;  but  he  again  established  it.  He  redressed  no  griev- 
ance; he  formed  no  improvements  in  the  government;  he 
never  attempted  to  provj.de  a  remedy  without  increasing  the 
evil  tenfold,  He  waa  the  primary  and  sole  cause  of  all  the 
grievances,  civil  and  military,  to  which  the  unhappy  natives 
of  that  country  were  eipoaed ;  and  he  was  the  accuser  of  all 
the  immediate  authors  of  those  grievances,  without  having 
punished  any  one  of  them.  He  is  the  accuser  of  them  all. 
But  the  only  person  whom  be  attempted  to  punish  was  that 
man  who  dared  to  assert  the  authority  of  tbe  court  of  direct- 
ors, and  to  claim  an  office  assigned  to  him  by  them. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  the  protest  of  General 
Clavering  against  the  military  brigade :  "  Taking  the  army 
^m  the  If^iub  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  an  inrie- 
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pcudcnt  prince,  leaving  only  the  name  and  title  of  it  withont 
the  powur.  It  ia  taking  his  aubjecta  from  him,  againat  6twt 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations," 

I  will  next  read  to  your  lordahipa  a.  minute  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cia'a;  "By  the  foregoing  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  taken  the  government  of  the  K^abob's  do- 
nunioBB  du^ctly  upon  himsdf.  I  waa  not  a  party  to  the 
resolutions  which  preceded  that  measure,  and  will  not  be 
anawerahle  for  the  eonaequences  of  it." 

The  nest  paper  I  will  read  is  one  introduced  by  the  mana- 
gers, to  prove  that  a  representation  was  made  hy  the  Nabob, 
reBpeetijig  the  espenaea  of  tte  gentJenieureaident  at  his  court, 
and  written  after  the  removal  before-mentioned. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Vtxier  to  Mr.  Maepkerson  ;  re- 
.    ceited  the  Sldi  of  April,  1785. 

"With  respect  to  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  wio  are 
here,  I  have  before  written  in  a  covered  manner ;  I  now 
write  plainly,  that  I  have  no  ability  to  give  money  to  the 
gentlemen,  because  I  am  indebted  many  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  bankers,  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  debt.  At 
the  time  of  Mr.  ELastinga'a  departure  I  represented  to  him 
that  I  had  no  resources  for  the  expenses  ca  the  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Hastings,  having  ascertained  my  diatresaed  sititatioo, 
told  me  that  after  his  arrival  in  Calcutta  he  would  consult 
with  the  council,  and  remove  fi^m  hence  the  expenses  of  the 
gentlemen,  and  recall  every  person,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
of&ce  here.  At  thia  time,  that  all  the  concerns  are  dependent 
upon  you,  and  you  have  in  every  point  given  ease  to  my 
mind,  according  to  3Ir.  Hastings's  agreement,  I  hope  that 
the  eipenaea  of  the  gentlemen  may  be  removed  irom  me,  and 
that  you  may  recall  every  person  reaiding  here  beyond  the 
gentlemen  in  office.  Although  Major  Palmer  does  not  at 
this  time  demand  anything  for  the  gentlemen,  and  I  have  no 
ability  to  give  them  anythmg,  yet  the  custom  of  the  English 
gentlemen  is,  when  they  remutn  here,  they  will  in  the  end  ask 
for  something;  this  is  best,  that  tbey  should  be  recalled." 

I  think  BO  too,  and  your  lordships  will  think  so  with  mej 
but  Mr.  Haatiuga,  who  Buys  tliat  he  himself  thought  thus  in 
September,  1781,  and  engaged  to  recall  these  gentlemen,  waa 
«0  afraid  of  their  powerful  friends  and  patrons  here,  that  ho 
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left  India,  and  left  nil  that  loud  of  obloquy  upon  hii  suucea*' 
aors.  He  left  a  Major  Palmer  there,  in  the  piiwe  of  a  ' 
dent ;  a  resident  of  hia  own,  aa  jour  lordships  must  see : 
Major  Palmer  was  no  resident  of  the  Company's.  This  man 
received  a  Balary  of  about  £23,000  a  year,  which  he  declared 
to  be  less  than  hia  expenseB ;  by  which  we  may  easily  judge 
of  the  enormoua  salariea  of  those  who  make  their  fortunes 
there.  He  was  left  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  his  representative  of 
peculation,  hia  repreaentative  of  tyranny.  He  was  the  aecond 
agent  appointed  to  control  all  power  ostensible  and  unosten- 
Bible,  and  to  head  these  gentlemen  whose  "  custom,"  the  Na- 
bob says,  "was  in  the  end  to  ask  for  money."  Money  they 
must  have ;  and  there,  my  lords,  ia  the  whole  secret. 

I  bave  this  day  nhown  your  lordships  the  entire  dependence 
of  Oude  on  the  British  empire.  I  have  shown  you  now  Mr. 
Hastings  usurped  all  power,  reduced  the  prince  to  a  cypher, 
and  made  of  bis  minister  a  mere  creature  of  hia  own ;  how 
he  made  the  servants  of  the  Company  dependent  on  his  own 
arbitrary  will,  and  considered  independence  a  proof  of  cor- 
ruption. It  has  been  likewise  proved  to  your  lordships,  that 
he  suffered  the  army  to  become  an  instrument  of  robbery 
and  oppression ;  and  one  of  ita  oiEcera  to  be  metamorphosed 
into  a  farraer-general ;  to  waste  the  country  and  embezzle  its 
revenues.  Ton  have  seen  a  clandestine  and  fraudulent  sys- 
tem, occasioning  violence  and  rapine ;  and  you  have  seen  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  acknowledging  and  denouncing  an  aban- 
doned spirit  of  rapacity,  without  bringing  ita  ministers  to 
justice ;  and  pleading,  as  his  eicuae,  the  fear  of  offending 
your  lordships  and  the  House  of  Commons.  We  have  abown 
you  the  government,  revenue,  commerce,  and  agriculture  of 
Oude  ruined  and  destroyed  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  hia  creatures. 
And  to  wind  up  all,  we  have  shown  you  an  army  so  corrupted 
as  to  pervert  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice,  which  are 
tbe  elements  and  basis  of  military  diacinline.  All  this,  I 
Bay,  we  have  shown  you;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  your 
lordshipa  will  consider  ttat  we  have  trifled  with  your  time, 
or  strained  our  comgiCnts  one  jot  beyond  the  strict  meaaure 

"We  have  shown  you  a  horriblo  scene,  ansmg  from  an  as- 
tonishing combination  of  horrible  circumstances.  The  order 
in.  irhicb  you  will  consider  these  circumstances  must  be  left 
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to  jour  lordahipa.  At  present  I  am  not  able  to  proceed  fiir- 
ther.  My  next  attempt  will  be  to  bring  before  you  the 
maimer  in  whicli  Mr.  Hastings  treated  moveable  and  immOTe* 
able  property  in  Oude,  and  by  which  he  has  left  nothing  nu- 
destroyed  In  that  devoted  country. 

[Adjouraed. 


TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  7ru  JUNE,  1794. 


(Ma.  Bdbkb.) 

Mt  LoBDa, — We  will  now  resume  the  conBideration  of 
the  remaining  part  of  our  charge,  and  of  the  prisoner's  at- 
tempta  to  defend  himself  against  it. 

'  Mr.  HastingB,  well  knowing  (what  your  lordships  must 
also  by  this  time  be  perfectly  satisfied  was  the  case)  that  thia 
unfortunate  Nabob  had  no  wiU  of  hia  own,  draws  down  his 
poor  victim  to  Chunar,  by  an  order  to  attend  the  Govemoi^ 
GJeneral,  If  the  Nabob  ever  wrote  to  Mr.  Hastings,  express- 
ing a  request  or  desire  for  this  meeting,  his  letter  was  unques- 
tionably dictated  to  him  by  the  prisoner.  We  have  laid  a 
;round  of  direct  proof  before  you  that  the  Nabob's  being  at 
vhunar,  that  his  proceedings  there,  and  that  all  his  acts,  were 
so  dictated,  and  consequently  must  be  so  construed. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  your  lordships  the  acts  of 
oppression  committed  by  Mr.  Hastings  through  ma  two  miaer- 
able  instruments ;  the  one,  his  passive  instrument,  the  Na- 
bob 1  the  other,  Mr.  Middleton,  nis  active  instrument  in  hia 
subsequent  plans  for  the  entire  destruction  of  that  country. 
In  page  513  of  the  printed  minutes,  you  have  Mr.  Middle- 
ton's  oeclaration  of  hia  promptitude  to  represent  everything 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Hastinga'a  wishes, 

"My  dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  let-    ' 
he  form  you  seemed  to  expect.    I  hope  there  ia  nc^  ■ 
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tlung  in  it  thai  may  to  yon  appear  too  pointed.  If  you  mth 
toe  matter  to  be  otherwise  understood  than  I  have  taken  up 
and  stated  it,  I  need  not  say  I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  to 
whatever  yon  may  prescribe,  and  to  take  upon  myself  any 
share  of  the  blame  of  the  hitherto  non-pertormance  of  the 
stipulations  made  on  behalf  of  the  Nabob  ;  though  I  do  &»• 
Bnre  you,  1  myself  represented  to  hia  Eicellency  and  the  min- 
ietera,  conceiving  it  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  as- 
■omption  of  the  reins  of  his  government  (for  in  that  light 
ie  imdonbtedly  eoosidered  it  at  the  first  view),  aa  specified 
ia  the  agreement  executed  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fully 
and  literallv  enforced,  but  that  it  was  neceasary  you  should 
have  something  to  show  on  your  side,  aa  the  Company  were 
deprived  of  a  benefit,  without  a  requital ;  and  upon  the  faith 
of  this  assurance  alone,  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm,  his 
Hieellency'a  objections  to  signing  the  treaty  were  given  up. 
If  I  have  understood  the  matter  wrong,  or  misconceived  your 
design,  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it,  However,  it  is  not  too  late 
to  correct  the  error :  and  I  am  ready  to  undertake  and,  God 
willing,  to  carry  through  whatever  you  may,  on  the  receipt 
of  my  public  letter,  tell  me  ia  your  final  resolve. 

"If  you  determine,  at  ah  events,  that  the  measures  of  re- 
ducing the  Nabob's  army,  &c.,  shall  be  imraediately  under- 
taken, I  shall  take  it  aa  a  particular  favour  if  you  will  indulge 
me  with  a  line  at  Fyzahad,  that  I  may  moke  the  necessary 
previous  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  my 
family,  which  I  would  not  wish  to  retain  here  in  the  event 
either  of  a  rupture  with  the  Nabob,  or  the  necessity  of  em. 
ploying  our  forces  on  the  reduction  of  hia  aumila  and  troopa. 
This  done,  I  can  begia  the  work  in  three  days  after  my  re- 
turn from  Fjzabad." 

Besides  this  letter,  which  I  thick  is  sufficiently  clear  upon 
the  subject,  there  ia  also  another,  much  more  clear,  upon 
your  lordships'  minutes,  much  more  distinct  and  ranch  more 
pointed,  eipressive  of  his  being  reaolved  to  make  such  re- 
preaentationa  of  every  matter  as  the  Governor- General  may 
wish.  Now,  a  man  who  is  master  of  the  manner  in  which 
facta  are  represented,  and  whose  subsequent  conduct  is  to  be 
justified  by  such  representations,  is  not  simply  accountnhln 
&r  hia  conduot ;  he  is  accountable  for  culpably  attempting  to 
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form,  OD  Use  premises,  the  judsment  of  others  up( 
conduct  This  speciea  of  delinquency  must  therefo 
•ddei)  tc  the  rest ;  and  I  wish  tout  lordshipa  to  cany  i 
■lly  in  your  minds  that  there  is  tot  one  single  ByUaible  of 
lepresentotion  made  by  any  of  thoee  parties,  eseept  when* 
truth  may  happen  to  bi^eak  out  in  spite  of  all  the  means  of 
concealment,  which  is  not  to  be  considered  as  the  representa- 
tion  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  in  justification  of  hia  own  con- 
duct. 

The  letter  which  I  have  just  now  read  was  written  pre- 
paratory to  the  transaction  which  I  am  now  going  to  state, 
called  the  Treaty  of  Chunar.  Having  brought  his  miserable 
victim  thither,  he  forced  him  to  sign  a  paper  called  a  treaty  ; 
but  anch  was  the  fraud  in  every  part  of  this  treaty,  that  Mr. 
Middleton  himself,  who  was  the  instrument  and  the  chief 
Beent  in  it,  acknowledges  that  the  Nabob  was  persuaded  to 
sign  it  by  the  aasurance  given  to  him  that  it  never  was  to  be 
executed.  Here  then  your  lordships  have  a  prince  first  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  a  negotiation,  and  then  induced  to  ac- 
cede to  a  treaty,  by  false  assurances  that  it  should  not  be 
executed,  which  he  declares  nothing  hut  force  should  others 
wise  have  compelled  him  to  accede  to. 

The  first  circumstanee  in  this  transaction  that  I  shall  lay 
before  your  lordships  ia,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have 
for  its  objects  two  modes  of  relieving  the  Nabob  from  his 
distresses ;  from  distresses  which  we  have  stated,  and  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  fully  admitted,  but  has  himself 
proved  in  the  clearest  manner  to  your  lordshipa.  The  first 
was  by  taking  away  that  teieked  rabble,  the  British  troops, 
*«presented  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  totally  ruinous  to  the  Na- 
bob's aflftirs;  and,  particularly,  by  removing  that  part  of 
thein  which  was  called  the  new  brigade. 

Another  remedial  part  of  the  treaty  regarded  the  Brituh 
penBioners.  It  is  in  proof  before  your  lordships  that  Mr. 
itaatings  agreed  to  recall  from  Oude  that  body  of  pensioners 
Vi-hoao  conduct  there  is  described,  in  such  strong  terms,  as 
^ng  ruinous  to  the  Tiiier  and  to  all  his  aB'sirs.  These 
pctiBioiiiTs  Ml".  IlastiugH  engaged  to  recall;  but  he  never  did 
iV«tU  them.  Wo  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evidence  before 
*™ii  in  proof  tliat  these  odious  pensioners,  so  distressing  to 
>bob,  80  ruinous  to  his  a&irs,  and  so  disgraceful  to  out 
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foTemment,  were  not  only  not  recalled  by  Mr.  HaBtinga, 
ut  that  both  afterwards,  and  upon  the  very  day  of  signing 
the  treaty  (as  Mr.  Middleton  himself  t«lls  you)  ;  upon  that 
TCry  day,  I  say,  he  reconimended  to  the  Nabob  that  these 
penBionera  might  remain  upon  that  very  establishment  which, 
by  a  solemn  treaty  of  his  own  making  and  his  own  dictating 
he  had  agreed  to  relieve  irom  this  intolerable  burden. 

Mr.  Haatinge,  your  lordships  will  remember,  had  departed 
from  Benares,  frustrated  in  his  designs  of  extorting  £500,000 
from  the  Bajah  for  the  Company's  use.  He  had  ravaged  the 
coimtry,  wttliout  obtaining  any  bene&t  for  his  masters ;  the 
British  soldiers  having  divided  the  only  spoil,  and  nothing 
remaiuijig  for  the  share  of  his  employers  but  disgrace.  He 
was,  therefore,  afraid  to  return  without  having  something  of 
a  lucrative  pecuniary  nature  to  exhibit  to  the  Company. 
Having  this  object  in  view,  Oude  appears  to  have  first  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  notice  as  a  country  from  whiuh  some  ad- 
ranta^  of  a  pecuniary  kind  might  be  derived,  and  accord- 
ingly ue  turned  in  his  head  a  vast  variety  of  stratagems  for 
effecting  his  purpose. 

The  first  article  that  occurs  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  ia  a 
pon-er  given  to  the  Babob  to  resume  all  the  joghirea  not 
guaranteed  by  the  Company,  and  to  give  pensions  to  all  those 
persons  who  should  be  removed  from  theu"  jaghires. 

Now,  the  first  thing  which  would  naturally  occur  to  a  man 
who  was  going  to  raise  a  revenue  through  the  intervention  of 
the  prince  of  the  country,  would  be  to  recommend  to  that 
prioce  a  better  economy  in  his  afi'airs,  and  a  rational  and 
equal  assessment  upon  his  subjects,  in  order  to  furnish  the 
amount  of  the  demand  which  he  was  about  to  make  upon 
him.  I  need  not  teU  your  lordships,  trained  and  formed  as 
your  minds  are  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  good  eovemment, 
that  there  ia  no  way  by  which  a  prince  can  justly  assess  his 
ibjects  but  by  asaessine  them  all  in  proportion  to  their  re 
'  Ive  abilities  ;  and  that,  if  a  prince  should  make  such  a 
the  House  of  Lords  in  this  kingdom  (which  comes 
case  I  am  going  to  state)  separately  the  subject  of 
isment,  such  a  thing  would  bo  contrary  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  regular  and  just  taxation  in  any  country  in  the  uni- 
?erBe.  Some  men  may  possibly,  by  locality  or  privileges, 
be  ^leepted  from  certain  taxes;  but  no  taxation  ever  can  bu 
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jnet  tbat  is  thrown  upon  some  particular  clasa  only ;  and  if 
lliat  class  happen  to  be  Bmail  and  the  demand  great,  the  in- 
juBtice  done  is  directly  proportionable  to  the  f>TeatneBB  of  tho 
psaction  and  invereelj  to  the  number  of  the  persona  who  are 
the  objects  of  it.  These  are  clear,  irrefragable,  and  eternal 
principles. 

But  if,  instead  of  esacting  a  part  bj  a  proportionable  rate, 
the  prince  should  go  further  and  attempt  to  shake  the  whole 
mass  of  property  itself^  a  mass  perhaps  not  much  leas  than 
that  which  ia  possesaed  by  the  whole  peers  of  Great  Britain, 
by  confiscating  the  whole  of  the  eatatea  at  once  as  a  govern- 
ment resource,  without  the  charge  or  pretence  of  any  crime ; 
I  Bay,  that  such  an  act  would  be  oppressive,  cruel,  and  wick- 
ed in  the  highest  degree.  Yet  this  ia  what  Mr.  Hastings 
projected,  and  aetuaUy  did  accomplish. 

My  lords,  at  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  aa  it  is  called,  Mr, 
Hastings  (for  he  always  artfully  feels  his  way  as  he  proceeds) 
first  says  that  the  Nabob  shall  be  permitted  to  do  this  act  l 
he  pleases.  He  doea  not  aaaume  the  government.  He  does 
not  compel  the  Nabob  to  do  anything.  He  does  not  forct 
upon  him  this  abandoned  and  wicked  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  the  whole  nobility  of  a  great  country.  All  tbat 
he  says  is  this, — the  Nabob  mov  be  permitted  to  resume  these 
jaghires.  Why  permitted  ?  If  the  act  had  been  legal,  pro- 
per, and  justifiable,  be  did  not  want  our  permission ;  he  waa 
a  sovereign  in  his  own  dominions.  But  Mr.  Hastings  recol- 
lected that  some  of  these  jaghires  (as  they  are  called,  and  on 
which  I  shall  say  a  very  few  words  to  your  lordships)  were 
guaranteed  by  the  Company.  The  jaghires  of  hia  own  bouse, 
of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  were  guaranteed  by  us.  I 
must  inform  your  lordships  that  upon  some  of  our  other  ei- 
actions  at  an  earlier  period,  the  Nabob  had  endeavoured  to 
levy  a  forced  loan  upon  the  jaghirdara.  This  forced  loan  waa 
made  atd  submittod  to  by  those  people  upon  a  direct  assur- 
ance of  their  rights  in  the  jaghires,  which  right  was  guaran- 
teed by  the  British  resident,  not  only  to  the  Begums  and  to 
the  whole  family  of  the  Nabob,  but  also  to  all  the  other  ob- 
jeeta.of  the  tax. 

Before  I  proceed  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  briefly 
the  nature  of  these  jaghires.  The  jagJiirdars,  the  holders  of 
jaghires,  form  the  body  of  the  principd  Mahomedan  nobili^ 
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The  great  nobOity  of  that  country  are  dirided  into  two  parta : 
one  part  conBista  of  the  zemindare,  who  are  the  aEoient  pro- 
prietors of  land,  and  the  hereditary  nobility  of  the  couutry  ; 
these  are  mostly  Gentoos.  The  Mahomedniia  form  the  other 
part,  whose  whole  interest  in  the  land  consists  in  the  jag- 
Iiires,  for  very  few  indeed  of  them  are  zemindars  anywhere  ; 
in  some  of  the  provinces  none  of  them  are  bo  ;  the  whole  of 
tliem  are  jaghirdara. 

We  have  heard,  my  lords,  much  discusBion  about  jagbires. 
It  ia  in  proof  before  j-oiu-  lordships  that  they  are  of  two 
Borta ;— that  a  jaghire  aignifiea  eiactly  what  the  word  fee  does 
in  the  ^glisb  language,  or  feodum  in  the  barbaroua  Latin 
of  the  Feudists;  that  it  ia  a  word  which  signifiea  a  salary 
KK  a  maintenance,  aa  did  originally  the  Engliab  word  fee, 
•derived  from  the  word /eorf  aad  feodum.  These  jaehirea, 
i3&e  other  fees  and  like  other  feods,  were  given  in  land  as  a 
flnaintenance :  some  with  the  condition  of  service,  some  with- 
out any  condition ;  aome  were  annexed  to  an  office,  some 
*ere  granted  as  the  support  of  a  dignity,  and  none  were 
granted  for  a  leas  term  than  life,  eicept  thoae  that  were  im- 
raediately  annexed  to  a  lease.  We  have  shown  your  lord- 
"hips  (and  in  this  we  have  followed  the  eiample  of  Mr. 
Hagtings)  that  aome  of  them  are  fees  granted  actually  in 
perpetuity  ;  and  in  fact  many  of  them  are  ao  granted.  We 
are  further  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  the  cuatom  of  the 
empire  they  are  almost  all  grown  as  the  feoda  in  Europe  are 
grown  by  use  into  aomething  which  is  at  least  virtually  an  in- 
heritance.    This  ia  the  atate  of  tbe  jagliires  and  jaghirdara. 

Among  these  jaghirea  we  find,  what  your  lordabips  would 
expect  to  find,  an  ample  provision  for  all  the  nobility  of  that 
illuatriouB  family  of  which  the  Nabob  ia  the  bead  ;  a  princo 
whose  family,  both  by  &ther  and  mother,  notwithstanding 
the  slander  of  tbe  prisoner  against  bis  benefactor,  was  im- 
doubtedly  of  the  first  and  moat  distinguished  nobility  of  the 
Mahomedan  empire.  Accordingly  his  uncles,  all  his  near  re- 
lations, his  mother,  grandmother,  all  posaeased  jaghires,  some 
of  very  long  standing,  and  most  of  them  not  given  by  the 
Nabob. 

I  take  some  paina  in  explaining  this  business,  because  1 
trust  your  lordahipa  will  have  a  strong  feeling  against  any 
COnfiacatioE  for  tbe  purpose  of  revenue      BeEeve  mc,  my 


164  BPEECH  IS  THE   IMPEACHMENT   OIT 

lords,  if  there  is  anything  which  will  root  the  present  order 
of  things  out  of  Europe,  it  will  begin,  as  we  see  it  has  already 
begun  m  a  neighbouring  country,  by  confiscating,  for  the  pur- 

fosee  of  the  state,  grants  made  to  clanses  of  men,  let  them 
e  held  by  what  names,  or  be  supposed  susceptible  of  what 
abuses  soever.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Jacobinism  never 
can  strike  a  more  deadly  blow  agamst  property,  rfmk,  and 
dignity,  than  your  lordships,  if  you  were  to  acquit  this  man, 
would  strike  against  your  own  dignity  and  the  very  being  of 
the  society  in  which  we  live. 

Your  Jordships  will  find  in  your  printed  minutea  who  tbe 
jaghirdars  were,  and  what  was  the  amount  of  their  estates. 
The  jaghires  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  authorized  the  confis- 
cation, or  what  he  caUa  a  regwmption,  appear  from  Mr.  Pur- 
Jing'a  oceount,  when  first  the  forced  loan  was  levied  upon 
them,  under  hia  resideatahip,  to  amount  to  £283,000  sterfing 
per  annum  ;  which  £285,000,  if  rated  and  valued  accordiDg 
to  the  different  value  of  proviaioaa  and  other  uecesaaries  of 
life  in  that  country  and  m  England,  wiU  amount,  as  near  aa 
may  be,  to  about  £600,000  a  year.  I  am  within  compass. 
Everybody  converaant  with  India  will  say  it  is  equivalent  at 
least  to  £600,000  a  year  in  England ;  and  what  a  blow  such 
n  confiacation  aa  thia  would  be  on  the  fortunes  of  the  peers 
of  Great  Britain,  your  lordships  will  judge.  I  like  to  see 
your  estates  as  great  aa  they  are ; — I  wish  they  were  greater 
than  they  are  ;  but  whatever  they  are,  I  wish  above  aJl  that 
they  should  be  perpetual.  Eor  dignity  and  property  iu  this 
country  eato  perpetua  shall  be  iny  prayer  thia  day,  imd  the 
last  prayer  of  my  life.  The  Commons  therefore  of  Great 
Britain,  those  guardians  of  property,  who  will  not  suffer  the 
monarch  they  love,  the  government  which  they  adore,  to 
levy  one  shilling  upon  the  subject  in  any  other  way  than 
the  law  and  atalnites  of  thia  kingdom  preacribe,  will  not 
Bofier  nor  can  they  bear  the  idea  that  any  single  class  of 
people  should  be  chosen  to  bo  the  objecta  of  a  contrary  oon- 
onct,  nor  that  even  the  Kabob  of  Oude  should  be  permitted 
to  act  upon  such  a  flagitious  principle.  "When  an  English 
governor  has  substituted  a  power  of  his  own  instead  of  t)» 
legal  government  of  the  country,  oa  I  have  proved  this  man 
to  have  doae,  if  he  found  the  prince  going  to  do  an  act  which 
would  shake  the  property  of  all  the  nobility  of  the  country, 
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be  flurely  ought  to  raise  his  hand  and  say,  "  Tou  shall  not 
nuke  my  name  your  eanctiun  for  suiAi  an  atrocious  and  abo> 
minable  act  as  this  coiifiacatioa  would  be." 

Mj.  HoBtingB,  however,  whilst  he  gives,  with  an  urbanity  i 
fivwhich  he  is  so  much  praised,  hia  consent  to  this  confiaca-  | 
tion,  adds  there  must  ho  pensions  secured  for  all  personB  ' 
losing  their  estates  who  had  the  eeeurity  of  our  guarantee, 
Toot  lordships  know  that  Mr.  Hastings  by  hia  guarantee  had 
Becnred  their  jaghirea  to  the  Nabob's  own  relations  and  family. 
One  would  have  imagined  that,  if  the  estates  of  those  who 
were  without  any  security  were  to  he  conflaeated  at  hia  plea- 
lure,  those  at  least  who  were  guaranteed  by  the  Company, 
such  as  the  Begums  of  Oude,  and  several  of  the  principal 
nobihty  of  the  Nabob's  family,  would  have  been  secure.     He 
'^k    indeed  says  that  pensiona  shall  be  given  them,  for  at  this 
jH  time  he  had  not  got  the  length  of  violating,  without  shame 
^P  vremorBe,  all  the  guarantees  of  the  Company.    There  shall, 
■    1^  be,  be  pensions  given.     If  pensions  were  to  be  given  to 
•1     tlie  value  ot  the  estate,  I  ask  what  has  this  violent  act  done  ? 
'       Ion  shake  the  security  of  property,  and,  instead  of  suffering 
s  man  to  gather  his  own  profita  with  his  own  hands,  you 
tiUTL  him  into  a  pensioner  upon  the  public  treasury.     1  can 
conceive  that  such  a  measure  will  render  theae  persona  miaer- 
•ile  dependants  instead  of  independent  nobility ;  but  I  can- 
not conceive  what  financial  object  can  be  answered  by  paying 
that  in  pension  which  you  are  to  receive  in  revenue.     This 
is  directly  contrary  to  financial  economy.     Por  when  you 
stipulate  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury  of  government  a  certain 
pension,  ana  take  upon  you  the  receipts  of  an  estate,  you 
adopt  a  measure  by  which  government  la  almost  sure  of  be- 
ing a  loser.     Tou  charge  it  with  a  certain  fixed  sum,  and 
even  upon  a  supposition  that,  under  the  management  of  the 
public,  the  estate  will  be  aa  productive  aa  it  was  under  the 
management  of  its  private  owner,  (a  thing  highly  improbable,) 
you  take  your  chance  of  a  reimbursement,  subject  to  all  the 
extra  expense  and  to  all  the  accidents  that  may  happen  to  a 
public  revenue.     This  confiscation  could  not  therefore  be 
justified  as  o  measure  of  economy ;  it  must  have  been  de- 
signed merely  for  the  sake  of  ahaking  and  destroying  the 
pry)erty  of  the  country. 

The  whole  transaction,  my  lords,  was  an  act  of  gross  vio- 
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lence  ushered  in  b^  a  gross  fraud.  It  appears  that  no 
penHiona  were  ever  inteD'ded  to  be  paid ;  and  tbia  j-ou  will 
naturally  guess  would  be  the  event  when  such  a  straiige  me- 
tamorphoaia  vae  to  be  made  as  that  of  turning  a  great  landed 
interest  into  a  peosioimiT  papuent.  As  it  could  answer  no 
other  purpose,  so  it  could  he  mtended  for  no  other  than  that 
of  getting  possession  of  these  jaghires  by  fraud.  This  man,  my 
lords,  cannot  commit  a  robbery  without  indulging  himself  at 
the  same  time  in  the  practice  of  his  lavourite  arts  of  iraud  and 
falsehood. 

And  here  I  must  again  remind  your  lordahips,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  jaghires  were  held  in  the 
following  manner :— Of  the  £285,000  a  year  which  waa  to 
be  confiscated,  the  old  grants  of  Bujah  Dowlah,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Kaboh,  amounted  to  near  two-thtrde  of  tba 
whole,  BB  yoM  will  find  in  the  paper  to  which  we  refer  you. 
By  this  confiscation,  therefore,  the  Nabob  was  authorized  to 
resume  grants  of  which  he  had  not  been  the  grantor. 

[Mr.  Borke  here  read  the  list  of  the  jaghires.] 
Now,  my  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  estates,  except 
£25,782  a  year,  were  either  jaghires  for  the  Nabob's  own 
immediate  family,  settled  by  his  father  upon  his  mother,  and 
hy  his  father's  father  upon  his  grandmother,  and  upon  Salar 
Jung,  his  uncle,  or  were  the  proper^  of  the  most  consideratile 
nobility,  to  the  gross  amount  of  £285,000.  Mr,  Hastings 
confesses  that  the  Nabob  reluctantly  made  the  confiscation  to 
the  extent  proposed.  Why?  Because,  says  he,  the  orderliea, 
namely,  certain  persons  bo  called,  subservient  to  his  debauch- 
eries, were  persona  whom  he  wished  to  spare.  Now,  I  am 
to  show  you,  that  this  man,  whatever  faults  he  may  have  in 
his  private  morals  (with  which  we  have  nothing  at  all  to  do), 
has  oeen  slandered  throughout  by  Mr.  Hastings.  Take  hia 
own  account  of  the  matter.  The  Nabob,  says  he,  would 
have  confiscated  all  the  rest,  except  his  orderlies,  whom  he 
would  have  spared,  but  I,  finding  where  his  partiality  lav, 
compelled  him  to  sacrifice  the  whole  ;  for  otherwise  he  would 
have  sacrificed  the  good  to  save  the  had.  "Whereas,  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  efiect  my  principle  was  to  sacrifice  the  good, 
and  at  tLe  same  time  to  punish  the  bad.  Now  compare  the 
lie  gives  of  the  procecdiags  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
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with  his  own.  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  to  aave  Bo;ri!  unwortl 
peraoQB  who  had  jngbirea,  would,  if  left  to  hin  own  diaei 
tion,  have  confiscated  those  only  of  the  deserving ;  whil» 
Mr.  HaatingH,  to  effect  the  inclusion  of  the  worthless  in  the 
confiscation,  confiscates  the  jashires  of  the  innocent  and  the 
virtuous  men  of  high  rank,  and  of  tiiose  who  had  aU  the  ties 
of  nature  to  plead  for  the  Nabob's  forbearance,  and  reduced 
them  to  a  state  of  dependency  and  degradation. 

Now,  Buppoaing  these  two  yillanotiB  plans,  neither  of 
which  your  lordships  can  bear  to  hear  the  Bound  of,  to  etand 
equal  in  point  of  moraJity,  let  us  see  how  they  stand  in  point 
of  calculation.  The  unexceptionable  part  of  the  £285,000 
BTOOunted  to  £260,000  a  year;  whereas,  supposing  every 
part  of  the  new  grante  had  oeen  made  to  the  most  unworthy 
persons,  it  onJy  amounted  to  £25,000  a  year.  Therefore  by 
his  own  account,  given  lo  you  and  to  the  Company,  upon  this 
occasion,  he  has  confiscated  £260.000  a  year,  the  property  of 
innocent,  if  not  of  meritoriouB  individuals,  in  order  to  punish 
by  confiscation  those  who  had  £25,000  a  year  only.  This 
is  the  account  he  givea  you  himself  of  his  honour,  hia  justice, 
and  his  pohcy  in  these  proceedings. 

But,  my  lords,  he  shall  not  escape  so.  It  is  in  your  mi- 
nutes, that  ao  far  waa  the  Nabob  from  wishing  to  save  the  new 
exceptionable  grants,  that  at  the  time  of  the  forced  loan  I 
have  mentioned,  and  also  when  the  resumption  waa  proposed, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  give  up  evety  one  of  them,  and 
desired  only  that  hia  mother,  hia  uncles,  and  liis  relations, 
with  other  individuals,  the  prime  of  the  Mahomedan  nohilitj 
of  that  country,  should  be  spared.  Is  it  not  enough  that  this 
poor  Nabob,  this  wretched  prince,  is  made  a  slave  to  the  man 
now  standing  at  your  bar  ;  that  he  is  made  by  him  a  shame 
and  a  scandd  to  his  family,  his  race,  and  hia  country  ;  but  he 
must  be  cruelly  aspersed,  and  have  faults  and  crimes  attri- 
buted to  him  that  do  not  belong  to  him  P  I  know  nothing  of 
his  private  character  and  conduct ;  Mr,  Hastings,  who  deals 
in  flcandaloHB  anecdotes,  knows  them.  But  I  take  it  upon 
the  face  of  Mr.  Purling's  assertion,  and  I  say  that  the  Nabob 
would  have  consented  to  an  arbitrary  taxation  of  the  jaghires, 
and  would  have  given  up  to  absolute  confiscation  every  man, 
except  those  honourable  persona  I  have  mentioned. 

The  prisoner   limaelf  has  called  Mr,  "Wombwell  to  pioM 
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the  namea  of  those  infumouB  persons,  with  a  partiality  fat 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  haa  aayereed  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  lay 
the  ground  for  the  destruction  of  his  family.  They  amount 
to  only  six  in  number ;  and  when  we  come  to  examine  these 
six,  we  find  that  their  jaghzres  were  perfectly  contemptible. 
The  list  of  the  other  jaghirdars  your  lordships  see  fflls  up 
pages  ;  and  the  amount  of  their  incomes  I  baye  already  stated. 
xour  lordships  now  see  how  inconsiderable,  both  in  nmnber 
and  amount,  were  the  culpable  jaghirea,  in  the  destruction  of 
which  he  has  involved  the  greater  number  and  the  meritori- 
ous. Tou  see  that  the  Nabob  never  did  propose  any  ex- 
emption of  the  former  at  any  time  ;  that  this  was  a  slander 
and  a  calnmny  on  that  unhappy  man,  in  order  to  defend  the 
violent  acta  of  the  prisoner ;  who  has  recourse  to  slander 
and  calumny  as  a  proper  way  to  defend  violence,  outrage, 
and  wrongs. 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  first  stage  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's confiscation  of  the  estates  of  these  unhappy  people. 
When  it  came  to  bo  put  in  execution,  Mr.  MiddletoE  foida 
the  Nabob  reluctant,  in  the  greatest  degree,  to  make  this  sa- 
crifice of  his  family  and  of  aS  bis  nobility.  It  touched  him 
in  every  way  in  which  shame  and  sympathy  can  afiect  a  man. 
He  falls  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Middleton ;  he  says,  I  signed  the 
treaty  of  Chonar  upon  an  assurance  that  it  was  never  meant 
to  be  put  in  force.  Mr.  Middleton  nevertheless  proceeds  j 
ho  sends  tho  family  of  the  Nabob  out  of  the  country ;  but 
he  entertains  fears  of  a  general  revolt  as  the  consequence  of 
this  tyrannical  act,  and  refers  the  case  back  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  insists  upon  its  being  executed  in  its  utmost  extent. 
The  Nabob  again  remonstrates  in  the  strongest  manner  ;  he 
begs,  he  prays,  he  dissembles,  he  delays.  One  day  he  pre- 
tends to  DC  willing  to  submit,  the  next  he  hangs  "back,  just 
as  the  violence  of  Mr.  Hastings  or  his  own  natural  feelings 
and  principles  of  justice  dragged  him  one  way  or  dragged 
him  another.  Mr.  Middleton,  trembling  and  under  the  awe 
of  that  dreadful  responsibiliti/  under  which  your  lordships 
tna/  remember  Mr.  Hastings  had  expressly  laid  him  upon 
that  occasion,  ventures  at  once  to  usurp  the  Nabob's  govern- 
ment. He  usurped  it  openly  and  avowedly.  He  declared 
that  he  himself  would  issue  his  perwannalis  as  governor  of 

I  country,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  this  abominable 
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eonfiaeation.  He  assumed,  I  say,  to  hiiuaetf  the  eoveminent 
of  the  country,  and  Mr.  Hastings  had  armed  him  with  a 
strong  military  force  for  that  purpose ;  he  declared  he  would 
order  those  troops  to  march  for  his  support  ;  lie  at  last  got 
this  reluctant,  struggling  Nahob  to  consent  in  the  manner 
■we  have  described. 

I  shall  now  read  to  your  lordships  Mr.  Middleton's  letters, 
that  you  may  hear  these  men  with  their  own  mouths  describ- 
mg  their  own  acts  ;  and  that  your  lordships  may  then  judge 
■whether  the  highest  tone  and  language  of  crimination  conies 
up  to  their  own  description  of  their  own  proceedings. 

"  Lnekno-w,  the  6tb  of  Dec,  1781. 
"  Finding  the  Nabob  wavering  in  his  determination  about 
the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of 
Md  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered  the  necessary 
perwannahB  to  be  written  to  the  several  aumils  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  have  despatched  them 
this  evening,  with  proper  peojjie  to  see  them  punctually  and 
mtplieitly  carried  into  eiecution ;  but  before  they  were  all 
twiiBoribed,  I  received  a  message  from  the  Ifabob,  who  had 
wen  informed  by  the  minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken, 
entreating  that  I  would  withhold  the  perwannahs  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  aflbrd  me  satia- 
fiiotion  on  this  point.     As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the 
despatch  of  the  perwannahs  appeared  of  little  moment,  and  as 
it  is  possible  tlie  Nabob,  aeeing  that  tlie  business  -will  at  all 
ETents  be  done,  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  own,  I  have  con- 
sented to  indulge  him  in  his  request ;  but  be  the  result  of  our 
interriew  whatever  it  may,  nothing  shall  prevent  the  orders 
being  issued  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myself,  with  the 
eoncurrence  of  the  ministers.     Tour  pleasure  respecting  the 
Begums  I  have  leamt  from  Sir  Elijah  ;  and  the  measure  hereto- 
fore proposed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires ; 
from  both,  or  indeed  from  the  former  alone,  1  have  no  doubt 
of  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  Company's  balance." 

"  Lucknow,  Ihc  7th  Dec,  1781. 

"Mr   DKAB    SlH, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  yesterday,  informir.c 
you  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  ta 
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tbe  kghires.  This  moming  the  Viiier  came  f  o  me,  according 
to  ha  agreement,  but  seeminglv  without  aay  inteation  or  d» 
Kie  to  Tield  me  Bfttis&ction  oq  the  subject  under  diacuaaionj 
for  after  a  gT«at  deal  of  conversation,  consisting  on  bis  part 
of  trifling  evasion  and  puerile  excuses  for  withholding  his  as- 
■ent  to  the  measure,  though  at  the  same  time  professing  tbe 
most  implicit  submission  to  your  wishes,  I  found  myself  with- 
out any  other  resource  than  the  one  of  employing  that  ei- 
dusiTe  authority  with  which  I  consider  your  instructions  to 
vest  me ;  I  therefore  declared  to  the  Nabob,  in  presence 
of  the  minister  and  !A[r.  Johnson,  who  I  desired  ntigbt  bear 
witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  constructed  his  rejection 
of  the  measure  purposed  as  a  breach  of  bis  solemn  promise 
to  you,  and  an  unwillingness  to  yield  that  assistance  which 
was  evidently  in  bis  power  towards  liquidating  his  heavy  ac- 
cumulated debt  to  the  Company,  and  that  I  must  in  conse- 
quence determine,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue  immedi- 
ately the  perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the 
sanguine  hope  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  that 
his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  moat  urgent  necessity 
could  force  me  to  make  mine.  He  left  me  without  any  reply, 
but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorized  him  to 
give  me  hopes  that  my  requisition  would  be  complied  with, 
on  which  I  expressed  my  satislaction ;  but  declared  that  I 
could  admit  of  no  further  delays,  and  unless  I  received  his 
excellency's  formal  acquiescence  before  the  evening,  I  should 
then  most  assuredly  issue  my  perwanuaha,  which  I  have  ac- 
cordingly done,  not  having  bod  any  assurances  &om  his  ex- 
cellency that  could  justify  a  further  suspension.  I  shall,  as 
Boon  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effect  of  the  perwanoahs, 
which,  iu  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  with  military  aid  ;  I  ara  not,  however,  en- 
tirely without  hopes  that  the  Nabob,  when  he  sees  the  in- 
efficacy  of  further'  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct,  and 
prevent  fie  confusiou  and  disagreeable  consequences  which 
would  be  too  likely  to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  a  mea- 
sure of  such  importance  without  his  concurrence  ;  his  excel- 
lency talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad  for  the  purpose  heretofore 
ni  -aitioned,  in  three  or  four  days.  I  wish  he  may  be  serious 
iu  this  inicution,  and  you  may  rest  assured  I  shall  spue  no 
to  kff  p  him  to  it." 
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"  Lncknow,  2S*Ji  Decembir,  1/81. 

"If  your  new  demaiid  is  to  be  insisted  upon,  which  your 
letter  eeema  t»  portend,  I  must  beg  your  precise  orders  uuon 
it,  as  from  the  difBcultieB  I  hare  within  these  few  days  exjM;- 
rienoed,  in  carrying  the  points  you  hod  enjoined  with  the 
Habob,  I  hare  the  beat  grountk  for  believing  that  he  would 
consider  it  a,  direct  breach  of  the  late  agreement,  and  totally 
r^ect  the  proposal  as  such ;  and  I  must  own  to  you,  that  ia 
hie  present  fermented  state  of  mind,  I  could  expect  nothing 
leas  than  despair,  and  a  declared  rupture. 

"  He  has  by  no  means  been  vet  able  to  furnish  me  with 
meaiiB  of  paving  off  the  arrears  due  to  the  temporary  brigade, 
to  the  atipulated  term  of  its  continuance  in  hia  service  ;  the 
iiinda  necessary  for  paying  off  and  diacharging  his  own  mili- 
tary eatabliahment,  under  British  officers,  and  bis  pension 
list,  have  been  raised,  on  the  private  credit  of  Mr.  Johnson 
uid  myself,  team  the  shroffs  of  this  place,  to  whom  we  are  at 
this  moment  pledged  for  many  lacks  of  rupees  ;  and  without 
Buch  aid,  which  I  freely  and  at  all  hazards  yielded,  because  I 
conceived  it  was  your  anxious  desire  to  relieve  the  Nabob  aa 
soon  aa  poasible  of  this  heavy  burden,  the  establishment 
muet  have  been  at  hia  charge  to  this  time,  and  probably  for 
months  to  come,  while  his  resources  were  strained  to  the  ut- 
most to  iurnish  jaidads  for  its  maintenance  to  this  period.  I 
therefore  hesitate  not  to  declare  it  utterly  impossible  for  him, 
Tmder  any  eircumstanoes  whatever,  to  provide  funds  for  the 
payment  of  the  troops  you  now  propose  to  send  him. 

"  The  wresting  Furruckabad,  Kyrague,  and  Tyzula  Cnwn's 
country  from  his  government  (for  in  that  light,  my  dear  sir, 
I  can  laithfully  assure  you,  he  views  the  measures  adopted  in 
respect  to  those  countries),  together  with  the  resumption  of 
all  the  jaghires.  so  much  against  his  inclination,  have  already 
brought  the  Nabob  to  a  persuasion  that  nothing  less  than  hia 
defltruction,  or  the  annihdation  of  every  shadow  of  his  power, 
IB  meant ;  and  aD  my  labours  to  convince  him  to  the  contrary 
have  proved  abortive.  A  settled  melancholy  has  seized  him, 
and  his  health  ia  reduced  beyond  conception  ;  and  I  do  most 
humbly  believe,  that  the  march  of  four  regiments  of  sepoys 
towaraa  Lucknow,  under  whatever  circumstancea  it  might  be 
Tepreseated,  would  be  conaidered  by  him  as  a  force  ultimate)  f 
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to  be  uaed  in  securing  his  person.     In  short,  iny  dear  sir, 
it  is  a  matter  of  buc!i  uumediate  moment,  and  mvolying,  ap- 

farentiy,  such  very  serious  and  important  eonsequencea,  that 
have  not  only  taken  upon  me  to  suspend  the  communica- 
tion of  it  to  the  Nabob,  until  I  should  be  honoured  with  your 
further  commands,  but  have  also  ventured  to  write  the  en- 
closed letter  to  Colonel  Morgan ;  liberties  which  I  confidently 
trust  you  will  eicuse,  when  jou  consider  that  I  can  be  actu- 
ated by  no  other  motive  than  a  Keal  for  the  public  service ; 
and  that  i^  after  all,  you  determine  that  the  measure  shall  be 
insisted  on,  it  will  be  only  the  loss  of  six,  or  at  most  eight 
days  in  proposing  it.  But  in  the  last  event,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat your  orders  may  be  explicit  and  positive,  that  I  may 
clearly  know  what  lengths  you  would  wish  me  to  proceed 
in  earrjing  them  into  execution.  I  again  declare  it  is  my 
firm  belief, — and  assure  yourself,  my  dear  Mr.  Hastings,  I  am 
not  influenced  in  this  declaration  by  any  considerations  but 
niy  public  duty  and  my  personal  attachment  to  you, — that  the 
enforcing  the  measure  you  have  proposed  would  be  productive 
of  an  open  rupture  between  us  and  the  Nabob  ;  nay,  that  the 
first  necessary  step  towards  carrying  it  into  effect  must  be, 
on  our  part,  a  declaration  of  hostility." 

Tour  lordships  have  now  before  your  eyes  proofs,  furnished 
by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  from  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  irrefragable  proofs  that  this  Nabob,  who  is  stated 
to  have  made  the  proposition  himself,  was  dragged  to  the  sig- 
nature of  it ;  and  that  the  troops  which  are  supposed,  and 
Iraudulently  stated  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  particularly  to 
observe  this),  to  have  been  sent  to  assist  hirain  this  measure, 
were  considered  by  him  as  a  body  of  troops  sent  to  imprison 
him,  and  to  free  him  from  all  tho  troubles  and  pains  of  go- 
vernment. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  the  troops  for  the  purpose,  as  ha 

pretended,  of  assisting  the  Nabob  in  the  execution  of  a  mea* 

I  sure  which  was  really  adopted  in  direct  opposition  to  the 

k'jrishea  of  that  prince,  what  other  conclusion  could  be  drawn 

♦Jiat  tliey  were  sent  to  overawe,  not  to  assist  him.     The 

alien  troops  into  a  country,  upon  that  occasion, 

no  object  but  hostility ;   they  aould  have  been 

I  other  design  but  that  of  bringing,  disgrace  upOB 


iflie  Kabob  by  making  liim  the  inatrument  of  hia  fiimily's 
scuin,  amd  of  the  deatniction  of  hia  nobility.  Tour  lordahipa, 
therefore,  will  not  wonder  that  this  miserable  man  shoiiJd 
have  Bunk  into  deapair,  and  that  he  should  have  felt  tha 
"weight  of  hia  oppreaaion  doubly  aggravated  by  its  coming 
from  Buch  a  man  as  Mr.  Hastinge,  and  by  ita  being  enforced 
by  8uch  a,  man  aa  Mr.  Middleton. 

And  here  I  must  press  one  obserFation  upon  your  lordships, 
— I  do  not  know  a  greater  insult  that  can  be  offered  to  a 
man  bom  to  commajid,  than  to  find  himself  made  the  tool 
rf  a  Bet  of  obacuro  men  come  from  an  unknown  country, 
without  anything  to  diatinguiah  them  but  an  usurped  power. 
Never  ahall  I,  out  of  compliment  to  any  persona,  because 
they  happen  to  be  my  own  countiymen,  disguiBe  my  feelings 
or  renounce  the  dictates  of  nature  and  of  humanity.  K  we 
send  out  obscure  people,  unkDowing  and  unknown,  to  eser- 
dse  such  acta  aa  these,  I  must  aay  it  is  a  bitter  aggravation 
of  the  victim's  suffering.  Oppression  and  robbery  are  at  all 
times  evils,  but  they  are  more  bearable  when  eserciaed  by 
persona  whom  we  have  been  habituated  to  regard  with  awe, 
■nd  to  whom  mankind  for  agea  have  been  accustomed  to  bow. 

Now,  does  the  history  of  tyranny  furnish — does  the  his- 
tory of  popular  violence  deposing  kmga  furnish  anything  like 
the  dreadfiil  deposition  of  this  prince,  and  the  cruel  and 
abominable  tyranny  that  has  been  exercised  over  him  ?  Con- 
sider too,  my  lords,  for  what  object  all  thia  was  done.  "Was 
Mr.  Hastings  endeavouring,  by  his  arbitrary  interference  and 
the  nse  of  his  superior  power,  to  acreen  a  people  from  the 
nsurpation  and  power  of  a  tyrant ;  from  any  strong  and  vio- 
lent acta  againat  properly,  against  dignity,  againat  nobility, 
against  the  freedom  of  his  people  ?  Nc ;  you  see  here  a 
monarch  deposed  In  efiect  by  persons  pretending  to  be  his 
allies ;  and  assigning  what  are  pretended  to  be  hia  wishes,  as 
the  motive  for  using  bis  usurped  authority  in  the  esecution 
of  these  acta  of  violence  against  his  own  family  and  his  sub- 
jeots.  Tou  see  him  struggling  against  thia  violent  proati- 
tution  of  hia  authority.  He  refusea  the  aanction  of  his  name, 
■which  before  be  had  given  up  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  u 


he  pleased,  and  only  begs  not  to  be  made  on  instrument 
'  ■  '  '  ■      lul  a"  .     .  ■  ■>  .  •       ■     .  ■ 


1~     .      , 
of  wrong  which  hia  soul  abfiora,  and  which  would  maki 
jnfamous  throughout  the  world.     Mr.  Middleton,  however, 
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Wsu:Ti«fl  the  sorereignt;  of  the  countiy.  I,  he  says,  am 
>'ftbob  of  Oude:  the  jaghires  shall  be  confiscated ;- 1  have 
giren  mTorder8,and  iheyshall  be  supported  by  a  military  force. 

I  am  ashamed  to  hare  so  fiir  distn^ed  your  lordships'  hon' 
'oursble  and  generous  feelings,  as  to  have  offered  you  upon 
this  occasion  any  remarks  which  you  must  have  run  beiore 
me  in  making.  Those  feelings  which  you  haTe  and  ought 
to  have, — feelings  bom  in  the  breasts  of  all  men,  and  much 
more  in  men  of  your  lordships'  elevated  rank, — render  my 
remarks  unnecessary.  I  need  not,  therefore,  ask  what  you. 
feel,  when  a  foreign  resident,  at  a  prince's  court,  takes  upon 
himself  to  force  that  prince  to  act  the  part  of  a  tyrant,  and, 
upon  his  resistance,  openly  and  avon'edly  assumes  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  country,  Tou  have  it  in  proof  that  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  did  this.  He  not  only  put  his  own  name  to  the  orders 
for  this  horrible  confiscation,  but  he  actually  proceeded  to 
dispossess  ihe  jaghlrdars  of  their  lands,  and  to  send  them  out 
of  the  country.  And  whom  does  he  send  in  the  place  of 
this  plundered  body  of  nobility,  to  take  possession  of  the 
country  t  Mi*hy  the  usurers  of  Benares.  Yes,  my  lords,  he 
immediately  mortgages  the  whole  country  to  the  usurers  of 
Benares,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  upon  it ;  giving  it 
up  to  those  blood-suckers,  dispossessed  of  that  nobility  whose 
interest,  whose  duty,  whose  feelings,  and  whose  habits  made 
them  the  natural  protectors  of  the  people. 

My  lords,  we  here  see  a  body  of  usurers  put  into  poasesaion 
of  all  the  estates  of  the  nobility ;  let  ua  now  see  if  this  act 
was  necessary,  even  for  the  avowed  purposes  of  its  agents — 
the  relief  of  the  Soboh'a  financial  difficulties,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  hia  debts  to  the  Company.  Mr,  Middleton  has  told 
your  lordships  that  these  jaghires  would  pay  the  Company's 
debt  comDletely  in  two  years.  Then,  would  it  not  have  been 
better  to  have  left  these  estates  in  the  hands  of  their  owners, 
and  to  have  oppressed  them  in  some  moderate,  decent  way  ? 
Might  they  not  have  left  the  jaghirdars  to  raise  the  sums  re- 
quired by  some  settlement  with  the  bankers  of  Benares, 
m  which  the  repayment  of  the  money,  within  five  or  aix 
jrears,  might  have  been  secured,  and  the  jaghirdars  have  had 
in  the  mean  tiuie  something  to  subsist  upon?  O  no;  these 
Tiotiuis  must  have  nothing  to  live  upon.  They  must  be 
turned  out.     And  why  ?     Mr,  Hastings  commands  it. — H«e 
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at  coH-e  ia  aid  of  Mr.  Middleton  a  little ;  for  cje  cannot 

S'ty  the  miserable  iaatrumente  that  have  to  act  under 
astings.   I  do  not  mean  to  apologize  for  21>.  Middleton, 
it  to  pity  the  situation  of  persons  who,  being  servants  ct 
b  Company,  were  couverted  by  the  usurpation  of  this  man 
n«his  subjects  and  his  slaves.     The  mindof&Ir.  Middleton 
^Mrolts.   You  see  bim  reluctant  to  proceed.   The  Kabob  begs 
You  find  in  the  resident  a  wilHo^eBS  to  comply, 
n  Mr.  Middleton  is  placable.     Mr.  Hastings  alone  is  ob- 
HjH  resolution  to  rob  and  to  destroy  was  not  to  be 
K%ared,  and  the  eatatea  of  the  whole  Mabomedan  nobility  of 
K'*|Kiit  kingdom  were  confiscated  in  a  moment.     Tour  lord- 
B.«P6  will  observe  that  his  orders  to  Jlr.  Middletca  allow  no 
^wtbearance.     He  writes  thus  to  him  : 

—My  mind  has  been  for  some  da^s  suspended  be- 
^     JH  two  opposite  impulses ;  one  arising  from  the  necessity 
^Jmy  return  to  Calcutta ;  the  other,  from  the  apprehension 
^Wmj' presence  being  more  necessary  and  more  urgently  wanted 
*t  Lucknow.     Tour  answer  to  this  shall  decide  my  choice. 
"I  have  waited  thus  long,  in  the  hopes  of  bearing  tl 
some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  eiecution  of  the  pi 
•iich  1  concluded  with  the  Nabob  in  September  last.     1 
not  find  that  any  step  towards  it  has  been  yet  taken,  though 
three  monthu  are  elapsed,  and  little  more  than  that  period  md 
appear  to  me  requisite  to  have  accomplished  the  most  essen- 
tiat  parts  of  it,  and  to  have  brought  the  whole  into  train. 
This  tardiness,  and  the  oppositiou  prepared  to  the  only  de- 
cided act  yet  undertaken,  liave  a  bad  appearance.     I  approve 
the  Nabob's  resolutions  to  deprive  the  Begums  of  their  ill- 
employed  treasures.     In  both  services,  it  must  be  your  care 
to  prevent  an  abuse  of  the  powers  given  to  those  that  are 
employed  in  them.     Tou  yourself  ought  to  be  personally 

f  resent,  Tou  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance, 
ut  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  the  Begums  are  at  the 
entire  mercy  of  the  Nabob,  their  jaghires  in  the  quiet  posses- 
sion of  his  aumila,  and  their  wealth  in  such  charge  as  may 
secure  it  against  private  embezzlement.  Tou  will  have  a 
force  more  than  8ufB.cient  to  effect  both  these  purposes. 

"The  reformation  of  hia  army,  and  the  new  settlement  of 
his  reveni^es,  are  also  points  of  immediate  concern,  and  ought  to 
be  immediately  coacluded.   Has  anything  been  done  in  either? 


^ 

not  I 
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176  SPEECH   rs  THE  lilPEACHMEHT   OF 


"I  now  demand  and  require  you  most  BoJemnly  to  anetm 
me.  Axe  jou  confident  in  your  own  ability  to  accomplish  all 
these  purpoBes,  and  the  other  poiuta  of  my  instructionB  F 
If  you  reply  that  you  are,  I  wJl  depart  with  a  quiet  and 
assured  mind  to  the  presidency,  but  leave  you  a  dreadful 
reBponaibility  if  you  diaappoiut  me.  If  you  tell  me  that  you 
canuot  rely  upon  your  power,  and  the  other  means  which 
you  poBsesB  for  performing  theBe  services,  I  will  free  you 
from  the  charge.  I  will  proceed  myself  to  Lucknow,  and  I 
will  myself  undertake  them  ;  and  in  that  case,  I  desire  that 
you  will  immediately  order  bearers  to  be  stationed,  for  mj^eli 
ajjd  two  other  gentlemen,  between  Lucknow  and  Illahabad, 
and  I  will  set  out  from  hence  in  three  days  after  the  receipt 
of  your  letter. 

"lam  sorry  that  lamunder  the  necessity  of  writing  in  fliia 
pressing  manner.  I  trust  implicitly  to  your  integrity.  I  &m 
certain  of  your  attachment  to  myself,  and  I  know  that  your 
capacity  is  equal  to  any  service ;  but  I  must  express  my 
doubts  of  your  firmncas  and  activity,  and  above  all  of  your 
recollection  of  my  instructions,  and  of  their  importance.  My 
conduct  in  the  late  arrangements  will  be  arraigned  with  all 
the  rancour  of  disappointed  rapacity,  and  my  reputation  and 
influence  will  suffer  a  mortal  wound  from  the  lailure  of  them ; 
they  have  already  failed  in  a  degree,  since  no  part  of  them 
has  yet  taken  place,  but  the  removal  of  our  forces  from  the 
Douab  and  IRobilcund,  and  of  the  British  officers  and  pen- 
sioners from  the  service  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  erpenaea  of  the 
former  thrown  without  any  compensation  on  the  Company. 

"  I  expect  a  supply  of  money  equal  to  the  dischai^e  of  m 
the  Nabob's  arrears,  and  am  much  disappointed  and  mortififid 
that  I  am  not  now  able  to  return  with  it. 

"  Give  me  an  immediate  answer  to  the  question  which  I 
h&ve  herein  proposed,  that  I  may  lose  no  more  time  in  fruit- 
less inaction." 

About  this  time  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  infonnation  of 
our  inquiries  in  the  House  of  Commons  into  lus  conduct ; 
and  this  is  the  maimer  in  which  he  prepares  to  meet  them. 
I  must  get  money.  I  must  cany  witn  me  that  great  excuse 
for  everything,  tnat  salve  for  every  sore,  that  expiation  for 
SFerr  crime ;  let  me  provide  that,  all  is  welL     You,  Mr.  Mi<t 
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dleton,  try  your  nerves ;  are  you  equal  to  these  services  P  ei- 
amtne  yourself;  see  what  is  m  you  ;  are  you  man  enough  to 
eoTDe  up  to  it  ?  aaya  the  great  robber  to  the  little  robher — saya 
Kolana  the  great  to  his  puny  accomplice — are  you  equal  to 
itP  Do  you  feel  yourself  a  manP  If  not,  send  mesaengere 
and  dawtt  to  me,  and  I,  the  great  master  tyrant,  will  come 
myself,  and  put  to  shame  all  the  paltry,  delegate  tools  of 
drapotism,  that  have  not  edge  enough  to  cut  their  way 
through,  and  do  the  eerrices  I  have  ordained  for  them. 

I  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships  his  reason  and  mo- 
tives for  this  Tiolence,  and  they  are  such  as  aggravated  his 
Clime  by  attempting  to  implicate  his  country  in  it.  He  savs 
he  was  afraid  to  go  home  without  having  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  Nabob's  debt.  Afraid  of  what  ?  Was  he 
afraid  of  coming  before  a  British  tribunal,  and  saying, — 
through  justice,  through  a  regard  for  the  rights  of  an  allied 
sovereign,  through  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  hw  people,  I  have 
BOt  got  so  much  as  I  eipected  p  Of  this  no  man  could  be 
alraid.  The  prisoner's  fear  had  another  origin.  I  have  failed, 
says  he  to  himself,  in  my  first  project.  I  went  to  Benares  to 
rob  ;  I  have  lost  by  my  violence  the  fruits  of  that  robbery  ; 
I  must  get  the  money  somewhere,  or  I  dare  not  appear  before 
H  British  House  of  Commons,  a  British  House  of  Lords, 
or  any  other  tribunal  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  let  me  get  money 
enough,  and  they  won't  care  how  I  get  it.  The  estates  of 
whole  bodies  of  nobility  may  be  confiscated.  A  people  who 
had  lived  under  their  protection  may  be  given  up  into  the 
handaof  foreign  usurers;  theywillcBrefopnoneof  these  things. 
They  will  suSer  me  to  do  all  this,  and  to  employ  in  it  tfie 
force  of  British  troops,  whom  I  have  described  as  a  set  of 
robbers,  provided  I  can  get  money.  These  were  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's views ;  and  in  accordance  with  them,  the  iaghires  were 
all  confiscated,  the  jaghirdm^  with  their  families  were  all 
turned  out,  the  possessions  delivered  up  to  the  usurer,  in 
order  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  the  escuae  of  money  to 
plead  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  afterwards 
at  the  bar  of  the  Honse  of  Lords.  If  your  lordships,  in 
your  sacred  character  of  the  first  tribunal  in  the  world, 
■hould,  by  your  judgment,  justify  those  proceedings,  you 
will  sanction  the  greatest  wrongs  that  have  been  ever  luiown 
in  history. 
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But  to  proceed.  The  neit  tiling  to  be  asked  is,  Were  the 
promised  pensions  given  to  the  jsghirdars  ?  I  suppose  jour 
tordBh-ips  are  not  idle  enough  to  put  that  question  to  ua. — No 
compensation,  no  consi  deration  was  given  or  stipulated  for 
them.  If  there  had  been  any  such  tluug,  the  prisoner  could 
have  proved  it.  He  would  have  proved  it.  The  means  were 
easy  to  him ;  but  we  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  the  at- 
tempt. "We  have  proved  the  contrary,  and,  if  called  upon,  we 
wdl  show  you  the  place  where  this  is  proved. 

I  have  now  shown  your  lordships  how  Mr.  Hastings,  having 
with  such  violent  and  atrocious  cireuiuBtances  usurped  the 
government  of  Oude  (I  hope  I  need  not  use  auy  further 
proof  that  the  Nabob  was  in  effect  non-eiistent  in  the  coun- 
try), treated  all  the  landed  property;  the  nest  question  will 
be,  How  has  he  treated  whatever  monied  property  was  left 
jx  the  country  ?  My  lords,  be  looked  over  that  immense 
vaste  of  his  own  creating,  not  as  Satan  viewed  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  and  saw  the  power  and  glory  of  them  ;  but  he 
looked  over  the  waste  of  Oude,  with  a  diabolical  malice 
which  one  could  hardly  suppose  esisted  in  the  prototype  him- 
self. He  saw  nowhere  above  ground  one  single  shilling 
that  he  could  attach;  no,  not  one;  eveir  place  had  been 
ravaged  ;  no  money  remained  in  sight ;  but  possibly  some 
might  he  buried  in  vaults,  hid  from  the  gripe  of  tyranny  and 
rapacity.  It  must  be  so,  says  he ;  where  can  I  dud  it  r  how 
can  I  get  at  it  F  There  is  oae  illustrioua  family  that  is 
thought  to  have  accumulated  a  vast  body  of  treasures  through 
a  course  of  three  or  four  successive  reigns.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear openly  ;  but  we  haVe  good  information  that  very  great 
sums  of  money  are  bricked  up  and  kept  in  vaults  under 
ground,  and  secured  under  the  guard  and  within  the  walls  of 
a  i'ortress,  the  residence  of  the  females  of  the  family, — a 
guard,  as  your  lordships  know,  rendered  doubly  and  trebly 
secure  by  the  manners  of  the  country,  which  make  every- 
tliing  that  is  in  the  hands  of  women  sacred.  It  is  said  that 
nothing  is  proof  against  gold ;  that  the  strongest  tower  will 
not  be  impregnable  if  Jupiter  makes  love  in  a  golden  shower. 
This  Jupiter  commences  making  love,  but  he  does  not  come 
to  the  ladies  with  gold  for  their  persons,  he  cornea  to  their 
persona  for  their  gold.  This  impetuous  lover,  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  is  not  to  be  stayed  from  the  objects  of  hia  passiun, 
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would  aniiiMlate  space  aod  time  between  him  and  his  beloi 
abject,  the  jagbires  of  these  ladies. 

Your  lordships  have  already  had  a  peep  behind  the  curtain, 
in  the  first  orders  sent  to  Mr.  Middieton.  In  the  treaty  of 
Chimar  you  see  a  desire,  obliquely  expressed,  to  get  the 
landed  estates  of  all  these  sreat  families.  But  even  while 
he  was  meeting  with  such  reluotajiee  in  the  Nabob  upon  this 
point,  and  though  he  also  met  with  some  resistance  upon  the 
part  even  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hastings  appears  to  have 
given  him  in  charge  some  other  still  more  obnoiioua  and 
dreadiul  acts.  "  WhOe  I  was  meditating,"  says  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  in  one  of  hia  letters  upon  this  [the  resumption  of  the 
j^hirea],  "your  orders  came  to  me  through  Sir  Elijah  Impey." 
What  these  orders  were  ia  left  obscnre  in  the  letter  :  it  ts 
yet  but  aa  in  a  mist  or  cloud.  But  it  is  evident  that  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  did  convey  to  him  some  project  for  getting  at 
more  wealth  by  some  other  aervioe,  which  was  not  to  super- 
sede the  first,  but  to  be  concurrent  with  that  upon  which  Mr. 
Hastings  had  before  given  him  such  dreadful  charges,  and 
bad  loaded  him  with  such  horrible  responsibility.  It  could 
jiot  have  been  anything  but  the  aeisure  of  the  Begum's  trea- 
sures. He  thus  goaded  on  two  reluctant  victims,  first  the 
reluctant  Nabob,  then  the  reluctant  Mr.  Middleton,  forcing 
them  with  the  bayonet  behind  them,  and  urging  on  the 
former,  as  at  lost  appears,  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  his  mo- 
ther's house. 

Tour  lordships  have  been  already  told  by  one  of  my  able 
fellow-managera,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ia  the  person  who 
carried  up  the  message  alluded  to  in  %1t.  Middleton's  letter ; 
we  have  charged  it  aa  an  a^ravation  of  the  offences  of  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar,  that  thechief  justice,  who  by  the  sacred 
nature  of  his  ofBce,  and  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  under  which  he  was  sent  out  to  India  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  the  natives,  should  be  made  an  instrument  for 
destroying  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  thia  people. 
"Wben  it  first  came  to  our  knowledge  that  all  this  private 
intrigue  for  the  destruction  of  these  high  women  was  carried 
<m  through  the  intrigue  of  a  chief  justice,  we  felt  such  aharae 
tod  such  horror  both  for  the  instrument  and  the  principal,  aa 
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1  think  it  imposBible  to  deacribe,  or  for  anything  but  oompleta 
and  perfect  sOencc  to  espresB. 

But  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  that  order  carried  up  to  seize 
and  conhBcate  the  treaeures  of  the  Begums.  "We  know  that 
neither  the  Company  nor  the  Nabob  had  any  claim  whatever 
Upon  these  treaBures.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that  two 
treaties  had  been  made  for  the  protection  of  them.  We  know 
thnt  the  Nabob,  while  he  waB  contesting  about  some  elephant* 
and  carnages,  and  some  other  things  that  he  said  were  in 
the  hands  of  their  steward,  did  allow  that  the  treasures  in 
the  custody  of  hie  grandmother  and  of  his  mother's  principal 
servants,  were  their  property.  This  ia  the  Nabob  who  is  now 
repreaented  by  Mr.  HaBtingB  and  hie  counsel  to  have  become 
the  instrument  of  destroying  his  mother  and  grand  mother, 
and  everything  else  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  mankind 
throughout  the  whole  train  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Hastioga,  baring  resolved  to  seize  upon  the  treaaures 
of  the  begums,  is  at  a  loss  for  some  pretence  of  justifying  the 
act.  His  first  justification  of  it  is  on  grounds  which  all 
tyrants  have  ready  at  their  hands.  He  begins  to  discover  a 
legal  title  to  that  of  which  he  wished  to  be  the  possessor ; 
and  on  this  title  sets  up  a  claim  to  these  treasures.  I  aay 
Mr.  Hastings  set  up  this  claim,  because  by  this  time  I  sup- 
pose your  lordships  will  not  bear  to  heap  the  Nabob's  name 
on  such  an  oecaBion.  The  prisoner  pretended  that  by  the 
Mahomcdan  law  these  goods  did  belong  to  the  Nabob  ;  but 
whether  they  did  or  did  not,  he  had  himself  been  an  active 
instrument  m  the  treaty  for  securing  their  possession  to  the 
Begums  ;  a  security  which  he  attempts  to  unlock  by  his  con- 
structions of  the.Mahomedan  litw.  Having  set  np  this  title, 
the  guarantee  still  remained,  and  how  is  he  to  get  rid  of  that  P 
In  his  usual  way.  Tou  have  rebelled;  you  have  taken  up 
arms  against  your  own  son  (for  that  is  the  pretext),  ana 
therefore  my  guarantee  is  gone,  and  your  goods,  whether  you 
have  a  title  to  them  or  not,  are  to  be  confiscated  for  your  re- 
bellion ;  this  is  his  second  espedient  by  way  of  justification. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe  the  strange  situation  in  which 
we  are  here  placed.  If  the  fact  of  the  rebellion  can  be  proved, 
the  discussion  of  the  title  to  the  property  in  question  will  be 
to'ally  useless  ;  for  if  the  ladies  had  actually  taken  up  armi 
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to  cut  the  Nabob's  throat,  it  would  require  no  person  to 
come  from  tbo  dead  to  prove  to  ub  that  the  Nabob,  but  not 
Mr.  Hastings,  had  a  right  for  hia  own  security  and  for  hie 
onn  indemnification  to  take  those  treasures,  which,  whether 
they  belonged  to  bim  or  not,  were  employed  in  hoatilitiei 
against  him.  The  law  of  self-defence  is  above  every  other 
law  ;  and  if  any  persons  draw  the  aword  against  you,  violence 
on  your  part  is  justified,  and  you  may  use  your  aword  to  take 
from  them  that  property  by  which  they  have  been  enabled 
to  draw  their  sword  against  you. 

But  the  prisoner's  counsel  do  not  trust  to  this  justifica- 
tion ; — they  set  up  a  title  of  right  to  these  treasures  ;  but  ■ 
how  entirely  they  nave  failed  in  their  attempts  to  subatantiate 
either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  his  alleged  justifications, 
your  lordships  will  now  judge.  And  first  with  regard  to  the 
title  i  the  treaBure,  they  say,  bebnged  to  the  state.  The 
grmidmother  and  mother  have  robbed  the  son,  and  kept  him 
out  of  his  rightful  inheritance.  The^  then  produce  the 
Hedaia  to  show  you  what  proportion  of  the  goods  of  a  Mus- 
sulman when  he  dies  goes  to  his  fiimily,  and  here  certainly 
there  is  a  question  of  law  to  be  tried  ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  is  a 
great  ect^entric  genius,  and  has  a  course  of  proceeding  of  his 
own;  he  first  seizes  upon  the  property,  and  then  produces 
some  Mahomedan  writers  to  prove  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  persons  who  were  in  possession  of  it.  Ton  would  natur- 
ally expect  that  when  he  was  going  to  seize  upon  those 
goods,  he  would  have  consulted  his  chief  justice,  for  as  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  went  with  him,  he  might  have  consulted  him  ; 
and  have  thus  learnt  wliat  was  the  Mahomedaa  law.  For 
though  Sir  Elijah  had  not  taken  his  degree  at  a  Mahomedan 
college,  though  he  was  not  a  muRi  or  a  molavie,  yet  he  had 
always  muftis  and  niolavies  near  him,  and  he  might  have 
consulted  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  even  pretend 
that  such  consultations  or  conferences  were  ever  had.  If  he 
ever  consulted  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  where  is  the  report  of  the 
cioe,  when  were  the  parties  before  him  ?  "Where  are  the 
opinionB  of  the  molavies  P  Where  is  the  judgment  of  the 
chief  justice  ?  Was  he  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  employed 
sa  a  messenger,  as  a  common  tipstaff?  Was  he  not  fit  to  try 
these  rights,  or  to  decide  upon  them  F  He  has  told  you  here 
indeed  negatively,  that  he  did  not  know  any  title  Mr,  Hast- 
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mga  had  to  seize  upon  the  property  of  the  Begums,  except 
upon  hiB  hypothesis  of  the  rebellion.  He  was  asked,  if  ha 
knew  any  other.  He  answered  no.  It  consequently  appears, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  though  he  had  before  hira  hia  doctore  of 
all  laws,  who  could  unravel  for  him  all  the  enigmaa  of  all 
the  lawa  in  the  world,  and  who  had  himself  shone  upon 
questions  of  Mahomedan  law,  in  the  ease  of  the  Nudea 
Beguui ;  did  not  dare  to  put  this  ease  to  Sir  Elijah  luipey, 
and  ask  what  was  his  opinion  concerning  the  rights  of  these 
]»eople  ;  he  was  tender,  I  suppose,  of  the  reputation  of  the 
chief  justice.  Eor  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  though  a  very  good 
man  to  write  a  letter,  or  take  an  affiihivit  in  a  corner,  or  run 
on  a  message,  to  do  the  business  of  an  under-sheriff,  tipatafi*, 
or  bum-baiijff,  was  not  fit  to  give  an  opinion  en  a  question  of 
Mahomedan  law. 

Tou  have  heard  Ali  Ibrahim  Khfin  referred  to ;  thia 
Mahomedan  lawyer  was  carried  by  Mr.  Hastings  up  to  Be- 
nares, to  be  a  witness  of  the  vast  good  he  had  done  in  that 
province,  and  was  made  chief  iustiee  there.  All,  indeed,  that 
we  know  of  him,  eicept  the  nigh  character  given  of  him  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  is,  I  believe,  that  he  is  the  Ali  Ibrahim  Kh^ 
whom  in  the  Company's  records  I  find  mentioned  as  a  person 
giving  bribes  upon  some  former  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings ; 
but  whatever  he  was  besides,  he  was  a  doctor  of  the  Mahomed- 
an law,  he  was  a  mufti,  and  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  the 
principal  judge  in  a  criminal  court,  exercising  (as  1  believe) 
likewise  a  considerable  civil  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  he 
was  qualified  as  a  lawyer  ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  cannot  object 
to  hia  qualifications  either  of  integrity  or  of  knowledge. 
This  man  was  with  him.  Wly  did  not  ne  consult  him  upon 
this  law  ?  Why  did  he  not  make  him  out  a  case  of  John 
UoB  and  Eichard  Hoe,  of  John  Stokes  and  John  a  Nokes  ? 
Why  not  say  Sinub  possesses  such  things,  under  such  and 
Bucli  circumstances,  give  me  your  opinion  upon  the  legality 
of  the  possession.     So ;  he  did  no  such  thing. 

Your  lordships,  I  am  sure,  will  think  it  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, that  neither  this  chief  justice  made  by  himself,  nor  that 
other  chief  justice  whom  he  led  about  with  him  in  a  string; 
the  one  an  English  chief  justice,  with  a  Mahomedan  suite 
I  court ;  the  other  a  Mahomedan  chief  justice  of  the 
eountsj;  that  ndther  of  them  was  consulted  as  lawyera  b 
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[prisoner.  Both  of  them  were  indeed  otherwise  emplojed 
him.  For  we  find  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan  employed  in  tlie 
Kuiie  Bubaerrient  capacity  in  which  8ir  Elijah  ImpejwaB; 
in  order,  1  suppose,  to  keep  the  law  of  England  and  the  law 
of  Mahomet  upon  a  just  par ;  for  upon  this  equality  Mr, 
Hastings  always  values  himself.     Neither  of  these  two  chief 

i'uaticea, I  »ay,  was  ever  consulted,  nor  one  opinion  taken; 
>ut  they  were  both  employed  in  the  correspondence  and 
private  execution  of  thia  abominable  project,  when  the  pri- 
soner himself  had  not  either  leisui-e  or  perhaps  courage  to 
give  hiB  public  order  in  it  till  things  got  to  greater  ripeness. 

To  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  indeed,  he  did  put  a  question ;  and, 
upon  my  word,  it  did  not  require  an  CEdipua  or  a  Sjihini  to 
answer  it.  Says  he,  I  asked  Sir  Elijah  Impey — What  ?  a 
question  on  the  title  between  the  Naboh  and  his  mother? 
No  such  thing.  He  puts  an  hypothetical  question.  Sup- 
posing, aaya  he,  a  rebellion  to  exist  in  that  country ;  will  the 
Nabob  be  justified  in  seizing  the  goods  of  the  rebels  P  That 
is  a  question  decided  in  a  moment ;  and  I  must  have  a  malice 
to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  of  which  I  am  incapable,  to  deny  the 
propriety  of  hia  answer.  But  observe,  I  pray  you,  my  lords, 
*'  ere  is  something  peculiarly  good  and  correct  in  it ;  he  does 

it  take  upon  him  to  aay  one  word  of  the  actual  eidatence  of 

rebellion,  though  he  was  at  the  time  in  the  country,  and  if 
,  iiere  had  been  any,  he  must  have  been  a  witness  to  it ;  but 
%o  ehnst«  was  his  character  as  a  judge,  that  he  would  not 
touch  upon  the  juriea'  office.  I  am  chief  juatiee  here,  says 
lie,  though  a  little  wandering  out  of  my  orbit;  yet  still  the 
Bacred  office  of  justice  ia  in  me.  Do  you  take  upon  you  the 
fact  j  I  find  the  law.  Were  it  not  for  this  sacred  attention 
to  separate  jurisdictions,  he  might  have  been  a  tolerable  judge 
of  the  fact.  Just  as  good  a  judge  as  Mr.  Haatings ;  for 
neither  of  them  knew  it  any  other  way,  as  it  appears  after- 
wards, but  by  rumour  and  reports; — reports,  I  believe,  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  own  raiaing ;  for  I  do  not  know  that  Sir  ELijali 
Ircpey  had  anything  to  do  with  them. 

But  to  proceed.  With  regard  to  the  title  of  these  Indies, 
aecording  to  the  Mahomedan  law ; — you  have  nothing  laid 
before  vou  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  but  a  quotation  cut  out 
with  the  acisaora  from  a  Mahomedan  law  book  (which  I 

ipect  very  much  the  learned  gentlemen  have  never  read 
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lfaayghXJ«J«u«g  hoy*  mw—adin's effects  are  to  be  dii- 
'      Bat  Mr.r 


eottld  Dot,  at  the  tme,  hftie 
——"■"*■*  that  levned  cmusd  irbo  doh  defends  him  ipoit 
the  iirine^ln  ti  the  Hedaia,  the  H«^aia  not  having  beeu 
then  pvbliAed  in  Bnglish ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
maAer  Sir  Bliph  ImpCT,  nor  Ali  Ibrahim  Kbin,  nor  bny 
other  persoa,  high  or  low,  in  India,  ever  suf  geeted  this  de- 
fence ;  and  that  it  was  neTcr  thought  of,  till  lat«]j  found  by 
the  learned  counad  in  the  English  translanon  of  the  Hedaia. 
God  blesa  me!  now  says  Mr,  Uastiags.  What  ignorance 
have  I  been  in  all  thia  timel  I  thought  I  was  seizing  thia 
unjustly,  and  that  the  pretentK  of  rebellion  was  necessary; 
but  my  counsel  hare  found  out  a  hook,  aini.'e  published,  and 
from  it  they  produce  the  law  upon  that  subject,  and  show 
that  the  Xabob  had  a  right  to  sei«e  upon  the  treasures  of 
his  mother.  But  are  your  lordships  so  ignorant — your  lord- 
shipa  are  not  ignorant  of  anything, — are  any  men  so  ignorant 
as  not  to  know,  that  iu  every  country  the  common  law  of 
distribudoQ  of  the  estate  of  an  intestate  amongst  private  in- 
dividuals is  no  rule  with  regard  to  the  family  arrangementa 
of  great  princes.  Is  any  one  ignorant,  that,  from  the  days 
of  the  first  origin  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  the  laws  of  which 
have  become  rules  ever  since  for  almost  all  the  monarchs  of 
the  East,  the  wives  of  great  men  have  had,  independent  of 
the  common  distribution  of  their  goods,  great  sums  of  money 
and  great  estates  in  land,  one  for  their  girdle,  one  for  their 
veil,  and  ao  on,  going  through  the  rest  of  their  ornaments 
and  attire ;  and  that  they  held  great  estates  and  othereffecte, 
over  which  the  reigning  monarch  or  his  successor  bad  no 
control  whatever.  Indeed,  my  lords,  a  more  curious  and 
eitroordinary  species  of  trial  than  this  of  a  question  of  right 
never  was  heard  of  since  the  world  began.  Mr.  Hastings 
begins  with  seizing  the  goods  of  the  Begums  at  Fyzabad, 
nine  thousand  miles  from  you,  and  fourteen  years  imer  tries 
the  title  in  an  English  court,  without  having  one  person  to 
appear  for  these  miserahle  ladies.  I  trust  you  will  not  suffer 
tDw  mockery.  I  hope  this  last  and  ultimate  shame  nill  be 
spared  ua :  for,  I  declare  to  God,  that  the  defence  and  the 
principles  of  It  appear  to  me  ten  thouaand  times  worse  than 
■  <  '<%  itself. 

iDjr  lords,  this  criminal,  through  da  counsel,  cboom 


I  with  their  usual  i1ippancr_r  to  say,  that  the  Cominona  have 
M  been  eautiotu  in  statiug  this  part  of  the  charge,  knowing  that 
I  they  were  on  tender  ground,  and  therefore  did  iiot  venture 
f  to  say  entitled,  but  possessed  of  only.  A  notable  discovery 
indeed !  We  are  as  far  from  being  taken  in  by  such  miser- 
able distinctions  as  ve  are  incapable  of  making  them.  We 
certainly  have  not  Haid  that  the  Beguma  were  entitled  to,  but 
only  that  they  were  posBesaed  of,  certain  property.  And  we 
bave  ao  aaid  because  we  were  not  competent  to  decide  upon 
their  title;  becauBe  your  lordships  are  not  competent  to  de- 
cide upon  their  title ;  because  no  part  of  this  tribunal  is 
competent  to  decide  upon  their  title.  You  have  not  the 
parties  before  you  i  you  have  not  the  cause  before  you,  but 
are  getting  it  by  oblique,  improper,  and  indecent  means.  You 
are  not  a  court  of  justice  to  try  that  question.  The  parties 
are  at  a  distance  from  you.  Tney  are  neither  present  them- 
aelves,  nor  represented  by  any  counael,  advocate,  or  attorney  : 
uid  I  hope  no  House  of  Lorda  will  ever  judge  and  decide 
upon  the  title  of  any  human  being,  much  less  upon  the  title 
of  the  first  women  in  Asia,  sequestered,  shut  up  Irom  you,  at 
ninr^  thousand  miles  distance. 

I  believe,  my  lords,  that  the  Emperor  of  Hindostan  little 
thought,  while  Delhi  stood,  that  an  English  subject  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  description  ahould  domineer  over  the  Visier  of  hia 
empire,  and  give  the  law  to  the  first  persons  in  his  dominions. 
He  as  little  dreamed  of  it  as  any  of  your  lordships  now 
dream  that  you  shall  have  your  property  seized  by  a  dele- 
gate from  Iiucknow,  and  bave  it  tried  by  what  tenure  a  peer 
OP  peeresa  of  Great  Britain  bold,  the  one  bis  estate,  and  the 
other  her  jointure,  dower,  or  her  share  of  goods,  her  para- 
phernalia, in  any  court  of  adawlet  in  Hindostan.  If  any  such 
tiling  ahould  hapnen, — for  we  know  not  what  may  happen  ; 
we  bve  in  an  age  oi  strange  revolutions,  and  I  doubt  whether 
any  more  strange  than  this, — the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
would  shed  their  best  blood,  sooner  than  sutler  that  a  trlhu- 
Dsl  at  Lueknow  should  decide  upon  any  of  your  titles,  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  a  robber  that  has  taken  your  pro- 
jwrty.  We  ahould  do  the  beat  we  could,  if  such  a  stranije 
tdrcumstance  occurred. 

The  House  of  Commons,  who  are  virtually  the  reprcaenta- 
tivci  of  Lueknow,  and  who  lately  took  £500,000  of  thpir 
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auney,  will  not  sofier  tbe  ontiTes  Srst  to  be  robbed  of  titev 
yiopwitj .  and  then  tb«  titlea.  which,  bv  the  lan-s  of  their  own 
cmurtrr.  thev  bure  to  tbe  goods  they  posaess,  to  be  tned  br 
aiiT  tnbuiuu  in  Great  Britun.  Whv  was  it  not  tried  ia 
Imm  before  Mr.  Hsetings?  One  wuold  suppoee  that  an 
St>g]t«h  eavifmor,  if  called,  to  decide  upon  aucb  u  dmnx  of 
tbe  Nabob's,  would  doubtleas  be  attended  by  judges.  muftiB, 
lawyers,  and  ail  the  apparatus  of  legal  ju^ce. — Ko  meb 
thing :  this  man  marches  into  tbe  countrr.  not  with  molsnes, 
Hut  vntk  muftis,  aoC  with  the  solemn  appamtua  of  Oriental 
jUBti(.-«: — no;  he  goes  with  colonels,  and  captains,  and 
these  ar«  his  Ittwren :  and  when  he  gets  there,  be 
ftum  the  parties,  not  their  title. — JTo :  Give  me  your  waaej, 
is  his  crv.  It  is  u  shame  (and  I  will  venture  to  amj  tbat 
tten  gentlemtHi,  upon  recolleetion,  will  £eel  aebaiaed)  to  Md 
Mft  bar  justity  what  tho  sword  is  ashamed  of.  In  ii  ■IJiij^ 
tkdt  OommpuuiIeuL-e,  I  have  found  these  grcoC  oidAh  and 
klnwx,  tln'N-  irrt'iit  i.-h;i-f  j[ijni:e5.  iittoraiea-..;«i«:^  and  ao- 
lictlvr-  ~  i^bamedtiAne 

^rovr-  i^'iranrftT;  yet 
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kwyers,  major — major — and  the  other  majora,  and  colonels, 
attd  captaJDB,  did  yoxi  cull  on  them  to  exhibit  their  title 
deeda  P  No — with  a  piftol  at  their  breast,  jou  demanded 
their  monev.  Instead  of  forging  a  charge  of  rebellion  against 
tlieae  unhappy  persons,  why  did  joa  not  then  call  on  them 
for  their  vouchers?  No  rebellion  was  necessary  to  give  va- 
lidity to  a  civil  claim.  What  you  could  get  by  an  ordinary 
judgnieDt  did  not  want  confiscation  called  to  its  aid.  When 
you  had  their  eunuchs,  their  miniaters,  their  treasurers,  their 
agents,  and  attomies  in  irons,  did  you  then  ask  any  of  these 
questioua  F  No — Discover  the  money  you  have  in  trust,  or 
you  go  to  corporal  punishment — ffou  go  to  the  castle  of  Chu- 
nar — here  is  another  pair  of  irons ; — this  was  the  only  lan- 
guage used. 

"When  the  court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  proceedings 
against  these  ancient  ladies,  ordered  their  Indian  government 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  the  prisoner  had  then 
an  opportunity  and  a  duty  imposed  upon  him  of  entering 
into  a  complete  justification  ot  his  conduct ;  he  might  have 
justified  it  by  every  civil  and^  every  criminal  mode  of  pro- 
cess. Did  he  do  this  ?  No — -Your  lordships  have  in  evidence 
the  manner,  equally  despotic,  rebellious,  insolent,  fraudulent, 
tricking,  and  evasive,  by  which  he  positively  refused  all  in- 
quiry into  the  matter.  How  stands  it  now,  more  than  twelve 
years  after  the  seizure  of  their  goods — at  ten  thousand  miles 
distance  ?  Ton  ask  of  these  women,  buried  in  the  depths  of 
Asia,  secluded  from  human  commerce,  what  is  their  title  to 


their  estate.  Have  you  the  parties  before  you  ?  have  yoi. 
summoned  them  P  where  is  their  attorney  P  where  is  tneii 
agent  ?  where  is  their  counsel  p  Is  this  law  ?  Is  this  a  legal 
process  ?  Is  this  a  tribunal— the  highest  tribunal  of  all — that 
which  is  to  furnish  the  example  for,  and  to  bo  a  control  on 
all  the  rest  ?  But  what  is  worse,  you  do  not  come  direcllt/  to 
the  trial  of  this  right  to  property.  Tou  are  desired  to  sur- 
round and  circumvent  it ;  you  are  desired  obliquely  to  steal 
an  MiiquitouB  judgment,  which  you  dare  not  boldly  ravish. 
At  this  judgment  you  can  only  arrive  by  a  side  wind.  Yon 
have  before  you  a  criminal  process  against  an  offender ; 
one  of  the  charges  against  him  is,  that  he  has  robbed  matrons 
cf  high  and  reverend  place,  His  defence  is  that  they  had 
not  the  apt  deeds  to  entitle  them  in  law  to  this  property.  1m 
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this  cause,  with  only  the  delinquent  party  before  you,  yon 
are  called  upon  to  tiy  their  title  on  his  ullegatioDs  of  its  in- 
validity, ana  by  a«qaitting  him  to  divest  them  not  only  of 
their  goods  but  of  their  honour ;  to  call  them  disgeizora, 
wrong-doers,  cheats,  defraudera  of  their  own  son.  No  hear- 
ing for  them,  no  pleading,  all  appeal  cat  off.  "Was  ever  a 
man  indicted  for  a  robbery,  that  is,  for  the  forcible  taking  oi 
the  goods  possessed  by  another,  suffered  to  desire  the  pro- 
secutor to  show  the  deeds  or  other  instruments  by  which  he 
acquired  those  goods  ?  The  idea  is  contemptible  and  ridicu- 
lous. Do  these  men  dream  ?  Do  they  conceive  in  their  con- 
fused imaginations  that  you  can  be  here  trying  such  a  ques- 
tion, and  venturing  to  decide  upon  it  ?  Tour  lordships  wiH 
never  do  that  which  if  jou  did  do  you  would  be  unfit  to 
subsist  as  a  tribunal  for  a  single  hour ;  and  if  we  on.  our  part 
did  not  bring  before  you  this  attempt  as  the  heaviest  aggra- 
vation of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  we  should  betray  our  trust 
as  representatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  Having 
made  this  protest  in  favour  of  law,  of  justice,  and  good  policy, 
permit  me  to  take  a  single  step  more. 

I  will  now  show  your  lordships  that  it  is  very  possible,  nay 
very  probable,  and  almost  certain,  that  a  great  part  of  what 
these  ladies  possessed  was  a  saving  of  their  own,  and  inde- 
pendent of  any  grant.  It  appears  in  the  papers  before  you 
that  these  unfortunate  ladies  had  about  £70,000  a  year  land- 
ed property,  Mr.  Briatow  states  in  evidence  before  your 
lor^hips  taat  their  annual  expenses  did  not  exceed  a  lack 
and  a  naif,  and  that  their  income  was  about  seven  lacks ; 
that  they  had  possessed  this  for  twenty  years  before  the 
death  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  from  the  death  of  that  prince  to 
the  day  of  the  robbery.  Now,  if  your  lordships  will  calcu- 
late what  the  savings  from  an  income  of  £70,000  a  year  will 
amount  to,  when  the  party  spends  about  £15,000  a  year, 
you  will  see  that  by  a  regular  and  strict  economy  these  people 
may  have  saved  considerable  property  of  their  own,  inde- 
pendent of  their  titles  to  any  other  property  ;  and  this  is  a 
rational  way  of  accounting  for  their  being  extremely  rich. 
It  may  be  supposed,  likewise,  that  tbey  had  all  those  advan- 
tages which  ladies  of  high  rank  usually  have  in  that  couutry ; 
gilts  at  marriage,  &c.  We  know  that  there  are  deeds  of  gift 
by  huabanda  to  their  wives  during  their  lifetime,  and  man} 
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other  lega.  meatiB  by  whicb  women  in  Asia  become  pagseaeed 
of  very  great  property ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  taught  them 
the  danger  of  mucli  wealth,  and  the  danger  of  eeonomy.  He 
W  shown  them  that  they  are  saving,  not  for  their  familiee, 
fw  those  who  may  poseiblr  stand  in  the  utmoat  seed  of  it, 
bat  for  tyrsntB,  robbers,  and  oppressore. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  have  said  ao  much  upon 
the  subject  of  their  titles.  And  yet  there  is  one  observation 
more  to  be  made,  and  then  1  shall  have  done  with  this  part  of 
the  prisoner's  defence.  It  is  that  the  Nabob  himaelf  never 
W  made  a  claim  on  this  ground ;  even  Mr.  Hastings,  his 
despotic  master,  could  never  get  him  regularly  and  syBtem- 
atipally  to  make  such  a  claim  ;  the  veiy  reverse  of  this  is  the 
truth ;  when  urged  on  to  the  eommiasion  of  theae  acta  of 
violence  by  Mr.  MiddJeton,  you  have  seen  with  what  horror 
and  how  reluctantly  be  lends  his  name,  and  when  he  does  so 
he  ia  dragged  like  a  victim  to  the  stake.  At  the  beginning 
of  this  affair,  where  do  we  find  that  he  entered  this  claim 
u  the  foundation  of  it?  Upon  one  occasion  only,  when 
dragged  to  join  in  this  wicked  act,  something  dropped  froo) 
his  lips  which  seemed  rather  to  have  been  forced  into  his 
mouth,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  spit  out  again,  about 
the  possibility  that  he  might  have  had  some  right  to  the  ef- 
fects of  the  Begums. 

We  neit  come  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  theae  nets 
of  violence  were  executed.  They  forced  the  Nabob  himself 
to  accompany  their  troops  and  their  resident,  Mr.  Middleton, 
to  attack  the  city  and  to  storm  the  fort  in  which  these  ladies 
lived,  and  consequently  to  outrage  their  persons,  to  insult 
their  character,  and  to  degrade  their  dignity,  as  well  as  to 
rob  them  of  all  they  had. 

That  your  lordships  may  learn  something  of  one  of  these 
ladies  called  the  Munny  Begum,  I  will  refer  you  to  Major 
Brown's  evidence ;  a  man  who  was  at  Delhi,  the  fountain- 
head  of  all  the  nobility  of  India,  and  must  have  known  who 
this  lady  was  that  has  been  treated  with  such  indignity  by 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  Major  Brown  was  aaked.  What 
was  the  opinion  at  Delhi  respecting  the  rank,  quality,  and 
character  of  the  princesses  of  Oude  or  of  either  of  them  ? 
The  elder,  or  Munny  Begum,  was,  says  he,  a  woman  of  high 
wmk ;  fibe  was,  I  believe,  the  daughter  of  Saadit  Ali  Kh&a,  > 
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ice  aggravate  Jufiiiitely  his  crime  and  that  of  his  ag&ite  t 
^  they  ever  once  etute  to  these  unfortunate  women  tbat 
ur  anch  rebellion  existed  ?  Did  they  ever  charge  them  with 
it?  Did  they  ever  aet  the  charge  down  in  writing,  or  make 
it  verbally,  that  they  had  conepired  to  destroy  their  eon,  a 
Kra  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  brought  there  to  rob  them  P  No, 
fiiia  was  what  neither  Mr.  HaetingB  nor  hie  agent  ever  did ; 
for  as  they  never  made  a  civil  demand  upon  them,  bo  they 
never  made  a  criminal  charge  against  them,  or  against  any 
p&Bon  belonging  to  them. 

I  eave  your  lordahicH  the  trouble  of  listening  to  the  r 
ner  ia  which  they  seized  upon  these  people,  and  dispersed 
tteir  guard.  Mr.  Middleton  states  that  they  found  great  dif- 
ficulties in  getting  at  their  treasures  ;  that  they  stormed  their 
forts  successively,  but  found  great  reluctance  in  the  sepoys 
W  make  their  way  into  the  inner  enclosures  of  the  women's 
ipBrtments.  Bemg  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  their  only  resource, 
lie  Bays,  waa  to  threaten  that  they  would  seize  their  eunuchs. 
These  are  generally  persons  who  have  been  bought  slaves, 
•nd  who,  not  having  any  conneiions  in  the  country  where 
th^  are  settled,  are  supposed  to  guard  both  the  honour  of 
'lie  women  and  their  treasures  with  more  fidelity  than  other 
persons  would  do.  We  know  that  in  Constantinople,  and 
m  many  other  plaees,  these  persons  enjoy  oiScee  of  tbe 

■"'  est  trust,  and  are  of  great  rank  and  dignity ;  and  thia 
ily  and  rank  they  possess  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  I 
I  to  ftdfil  their  great  trusts  more  efi'ectually.     The  tvFO  I 
idpal  eunuchs  of  the  Begums  were  Jewar  and  Behar  All 
in,  persoas  of  as  high  ruik  and  estimatioQ  as  any  people 
m  the  country.     These  persons,  however,  were  seized,  not, 
Kja  Mr.  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  aa 
UBiuned  in  the  charge,  but  as  agents  and  principal  instru- 
nients  of  exciting  the  insurrection  before  aDuded  to,  ifcc.  Mr.   i 
Hastings  declares  that  they  were  not  seized  for  the  purpose  ] 
of  extorting  money,  but  that  they  were  seized  in  order  to 
1»  punished  for  their  crimes,  and,  eo  nomine,  for  thia  crime 
of  rebellion.    Now  this  crime  could  not  have  been  committed 
inunediateiy  by  women  themselves ;  for  no  woman  can  come 
I  forward  and  head  her  own  troops.     We  have  not  heard  tliat 

jr  woman  has  done  so  since  the  time  of  Zenohia,  in  another 
p  of  tbe  Eaat ;  and  we  know  that  in  Persia  no  person  n 
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behold  the  fa.;e  of  a  woman  of  rank,  or  apeak  to  femolea 
of  condition  but  through  a  curtain ;  therefore  they  couW 
not  go  out  themselves  and  be  active  in  a  rebellioa.  But,  I 
own,  it  would  be  aome  sort  of  presumption  against  them  if 
Jewar  AH  Kh4n  and  Behar  Ali  Kh4n  had  headed  troops  and 
been  concerned  in  acta  of  rebellion ;  and  the  prisoner's  coun- 
sel have  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  show  that  such  persons 
do  sometimes  head  armies  and  command  legions  in  the  East, 
This  we  a<?knowledge  that  they  sometimes  do.  If  these 
eunuchs  had  behaved  in  this  way,  if  they  bad  beaded  armies 
and  commanded  legions,  for  the  purposes  of  rebellion,  it 
would  have  been  a  fair  presumption  that  their  mistresses  were 
concerned  in  it.  But  instead  of  any  proof  of  such  facts,  Mr. 
Bastings  simply  says,  we  do  not  arrest  them  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  money,  hut  as  a  punishment  for  their  crimes. 
By  Mr.  Middleton  a  account  you  will  see  the  utter  falsity  of 
this  assertion.  God  knows  what  be  haa  said  that  is  true.  It 
would  indeed  be  singular  not  to  detect  bim  in  a  falsity,  but 
in  a  truth.  I  wiU  now  show  your  lordships  the  utter  falsity 
of  this  wicked  allegation. 

There  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  to  Sir  Elijah  Impev,    i 
dated  Fyzabad,  the  25tb  of  January,  1783,  to  which  I  will 
call  your  lordships'  attention. 

"  Dear  Sir  Elijah, — I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  at  length  so  far  obtained  the  great  object  of 
our  eipeditioii  to  this  place,  as  to  commence  on  the  receipt 
of  money,  of  which,  in  the  course  of  this  day,  we  have  got 
about  six  lacks.  I  know  not  yet  what  amouut  we  shall 
actually  realize,  but  I  think  I  may  safely  venture  to  pro- 
nounce it  will  be  equal  to  the  liquidation  of  the  Company's 
balance.  It  has  been  at  once  the  most  important  and  the 
most  difficult  point  of  duty  which  has  ever  occurred  in  my 
office ;  and  the  anxiety,  the  Lopes,  and  fears,  which  have 
alternately  agitated  my  mind,  cannot  be  described  or  con- 
ceived but  by  those  who  have  been  witness  to  what  baa 
passed  in  the  course  of  this  long  contest,  The  [Nabob's] 
ministers  have  supported  me  nobly,  and  deserve  much  com- 
mendation. Without  the  shrewd  discernment  and  knowledge 
of  the  finesse  and  tricks  of  the  country  which  Hyder  Beg 
Khilu  possesses,  I  be'ieve  we  should  have  succeeded  hut 
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isdiSenntly ;  for  I  soon  found  that  no  real  advantage  ■«aa 
to  be  obtained  by  proceeding  at  once  to  violent  eitreniitieB 
I  with  the  Begum,  and  that  ahe  waa  only  to  he  attacked 
through  the  medium  of  her  confidential  servants,  who  it  re- 
quired conaiderable  address  to  get  hold  of.  However,  we 
at  last  effected  it ;  and  by  using  some  few  severities  with 
them,  we  at  length  came  at  the  secret  hoards  of  this  old  lady. 
I  will  write  you  more  particulars  hereafter. 

"  I  am  aorry  to  inform  you  my  little  boy  still  continues 
in  a  very  preeariouB  way,  though  aoraewhat  better  than  when 
^_1  had  last  the  honour  to  address  you.  My  respects  to  Lady 
K^npey.  And  believe  me,  with  great  regard,  my  dear  Sir 
^HEUjah,  your  faithful,  obhged,  and  most  affectionate  humble 
^^^rvant, 

^K  "NiTHANlEL   MiDDLETON." 

^H  My  lords,  we  produce  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  because 
BBt  is  a,  letter  which  begins  with  "Dear  Sir  Elijah,"  and 
alludes  to  some  family  matters,  and  is  therefore  more  likely 
to  discover  the  real  truth,  the  true  genius  of  a  proceeding, 
than  all  the  formal  and  official  stuff  that  ever  was  produced. 
You  see  the  tenderness  and  affection  in  which  they  proceed. 
You  see  it  is  his  dear  Sir  Elijah.  Tou  see  that  he  does  not 
tell  the  dear  Sir  Elijah,  the  chief  justice  of  India,  the  pillar 
of  the  law,  the  great  coBservator  of  personal  liberty  and  pri- 
vate property, — he  does  not  tell  him  that  he  has  been  able 
to  convict  these  eunuchs  of  any  crime  ;  he  does  not  tell  him 
lie  has  the  pleasure  of  informing  him  what  matter  he  has  got, 
upon  which  a  decision  at  law  may  be  grounded  ;  he  does  not 
tell  him  that  he  has  got  the  least  proof  of  the  want  of  title 
those  ladies  :  not  a  word  of  the  kind.  You  cannot  help 
lerving  the  soft  language  used  in  this  tender  billet-dous 
iween  Mr.  MiddietoQ  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  Tou  would 
lagine  that  they  were  making  love,  and  that  you  heard  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  in  the  land.  You  hear  the  soft  cooing,  the 
gentle  addresses.  Oh,  my  hopes  to-day,  my  fears  to-morrow, 
all  the  language  of  friendship  almost  heightened  into  love  ; 
id  it  comes  at  last  to  "  I  have  got  at  the  secret  hoard*  of 
eae  ladies."  Let  us  rejoice,  my  dear  Sir  Elijah  ;  this  is  a 
(y  of  rejoicing ;  a  day  of  triumph ;  and  this  triumph  we 
re  obtained  by  seizing  upon  the  old  lady's  eunuchs,  in 
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^ffa>%  which,  bowero-,  we  foand  a  great  deal  of  difficully. 
^oa  soold  imagine  &oin  tliia  last  exprexeion,  that  it  was  not 
^^o  eimucba,  with  m  few  miaerable  women  clinging  about 
■*l^iO,  that  they  had  to  seize,  bat  that  they  had  to  break 
♦^tough  all  the  guards  which  we  see  lovers  BometimeB  break- 
*    «  *^"f'^  L*'*'^  *'**^  ■"™»  ***  g^'  **  *^'«''"  li^es.     Hardiv    , 
i»'^f    „  *r®  ^'^auty  of  m  Toimg  ladv  excite  such  rapture ;  I 
^''/V         *°«  Jt^cms  this"  coimtrr  ^  famish  to  produce  a    . 
^e^'Le  "oaderfiil  effect  than  was  produced  by  the  hoards  of  " 
0>^^  ^^?.T-    ^■omen  in  the  bosoms  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  and    ' 
^e^'^f^^^^'sa.     '-  We  have  got,"  he  exultingly  says,  "  we  - 
>^I*  ^\**' ^f^e  secret  hoards  of  this  old  Udy;"  and  I  Terily 
ba<^V^        J®  never  waa  a  passion  less   dissembled ;    there-1 
hel*   -^  *?**,'.  tbere  was  truth  triumphant,  honest    truth. 
nat^V^  ™*y  feign  a  passion  ;  but  nobody  can  doubt  the  rap-  • 
OtH^  jjf  Hastings,  Sir  Elijah  Impev,  and  Mr.  Middletou- 

ture*  Ji>rd9,  one  would  have  expected  to  have  found  here 
''^ ■\Jifi%  °^  their  crimes ;  something  of  their  rebellion  ;  for 
sonic'  g  of  a  few  "  necessary  severities."  But  no  ;  you  find 
\ie  ^  A  criminal,  the  real  object,  waa  the  secret  hoards  of  the 
the  i^'^i^-  1^*  is  true  a  few  teMrilies  were  necessary  to  ob- 
old  1*^  .  ob3ect ;  however,  they  did  obtain  it.  How  then  did 
tain  tpa^ij  j — Piret,  they  themselves  toot  and  received  ia 
they  ?5^d  tale  ^  the  money  that  was  in  the  place  ;  I  say 
■weight  vjgtiier  there  waa  any  more  they  never  have  dia- 
all,  tor  ^^jj  ^-Q  t^^g^^.  ^^^^j^  ^^^  j.^^^  ^^  to  this.  There- 
covereo  .  presume  that  they  had  discovered  all  that  there 
fore  *^ '.^over  vrith  regard  to  money.  They  next  took  from 
waa  to  'I'l^unate  people  an  engagement  for  the  amount  of 
these  uni"  ^  definite  sum,  without  knowing  whether  they ' 
f^f^',not;  whether  they  could  procure  it  or  not  The'j 
^  'n  Llfflhaa  told  us,  as  your  lordships  have  it  m  evidenced 

'^/'  '^'l  dSS  bavLTany  .ueh  sui»s  ■,  but  Mr  Middleto^ 
of  course  de"i  ^^^t|  (^^^chs  or  treasurers,  by  some  M 
i''"'^^,.^"',"^^  their  bond  for  £600,000.  J 

.events,  t^ fi^agiue  that  when  these  eunuchs  had  pven  utf 
You  would  im»S  ^^^  ^^     ^ad  given  a  bond  fo^ 

aUthatwasinthe^^FJ^e  ,  ^^,    ^^^  treasurers  ol 
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all  that  was  'Y"  nt  \Vor  they  were  only  the  treasurers  o» 
«lmt  the,  had  M'  \°\3,„„id  „„t'  have  been  rijidli 
other  ?«¥"'■  "f'tiV'' "•"  ""'*'"•*""■' 


other  peopl"")' "Jjt  d?M'  Haaling.  and  Mr.  mddletoi  e* 
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^MWD  98  they  get  their  plunder  P     Thev  went  to  their  own 

^Bsay-table  oy  which  they  measured  tte  rate  of  exchange 

"between  the  coins  in  currency  at  Oude  and  those  at  Cakutta, 

and  add  the  difference  to  tlie  sum  for  which  the  bond  waa 

given.     Thus  they  seize  the  secret  hoarda ;  they  eiamine  it 

»a  if  they  were  receiving  a  debt ;  and  they  determine  what 

thJB  money  would  and  ought  to  produce  at  Calcutta :  not 

coDBidering  it  as  coming  from  people  w!io  gave  all  they  had 

to  give,  but  as  what  it  would  produce  at  the  mint  at  Calcutta, 

BMording  to  a  custom  made  for  the  profit  of  the  remdents  ; 

6'en  though  Mr.  Hastinga  upon  another  occasion  charged 

Ittpon  Mr.  Bristow  as  a  crime  that  he  had  made  that  profit. 
Ttia  money,  my  lords,  vraa  taken  to  that  assay-table  which 
'be^  had  invented  for  their  own  profit,  and  they  made  their 
"ictims  pay  a  rupee  and  a  half  batta.  or  exchange  of  money, 
Jipon  each  gold  mohur ;  by  which  and  other  chaises  they 
ofought  them  £60,000  more  in  debt ;  and  forced  them  to 
gire  a  bond  for  that  £60,000. 
Tour  lordsbipa  have  seen  in  what  manner  these  debts  were 
Mntracted ;  and  that  they  were  contracted  by  persons  en- 
guging  not  for  themselves,  for  they  had  nothing ;  all  their 
property  was  apparently  their  mistresses'.  You.  will  now- 
We  m  what  manner  the  payment  of  tJiem  waa  exacted,  and 
we  shall  beg  leave  to  read  to  you  their  own  accounts  of  their 
own  proceedings.  Tour  lordships  will  then  judge  whether 
they  were  proceeding  against  rebels  as  rebels,  or  against 
ifealthy  people  as  wealthy  people,  punishing  them  under  pre- 
tence of  crimes  for  their  own  profit. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr,  Middleton  to  Mr.  Hastings,  after  two 
otter  paragraphs,  he  goes  on  thus  : — "  It  remained  only  to 
get  possession  of  her  wealth  ;  and  to  eflect  this,  it  was  then 
and  is  still  my  firm  and  unalterable  opinion  that  it  was  in- 
diepenaably  necessary  to  employ  temporiKing  espedienta,  and 
to  work  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  Begum  herself,  and 
more  especially  upon  those  of  her  principal  agents,  through 
whose  means  alone  there  appeared  any  probable  chance  of 
our  getting  access  to  the  hidden  treasures  of  the  late  Vizier ; 
and  when  I  acquaint  you  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the 
treasure  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  Nabob  was  taken 
from  the  most  secret  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  en- 
L  whence,  of  course,  it  could  not  have  lieett  ftitTwA.^ 


^^uchs,  whc 
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without  the  adoption  of  those  meana  which  could  induce  the 
discovery,  I  ehali  hope  for  your  approbation  of  what  I  did; 
I  must  also  observe  that  no  further  rigour  than  that  which  1 
exerted  could  hare  been  used  agoiuat  females  in  this  country, 
to  whom  there  caa  be  no  acceaa  ;  the  Nabob  and  Solar  Jung 
were  the  only  two  that  could  enter  tbe  zenana ;  the  first 
waa  a  sou,  who  was  to  address  a  parent,  and  of  course  could 
use  no  language  or  action  but  that  of  earnest  and  reiterated 
BolicitatioQ  ;  and  the  other  was  in  all  appearance  a  traitor  to 
our  cause.  "Where  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not 
spared  ;  the  troops  of  the  Begum  were  driven  away  and  dis- 
persed ;  their  guns  taken ;  her  fort  and  the  outward  walls 
of  her  house  seized  and  occupied  by  our  troops  at  the  Na- 
bob's requisition,  and  her  chief  agents  imprisoned  and  put  in 
irons.  No  further  atep  waa  left.  And  in  this  situation  they 
still  remain,  and  are  to  continue  (excepting  only  a  remission 
of  the  irons)  until  the  final  liquidation  of  the  payment ;  and  ' 
if  then  you  deem  it  proper,  no  possible  means  of  offence  ' 
being  leit  in  her  hands,  or  those  of  her  agents,  all  her  lands 
and  property  having  been  taken,  I  mean,  with  your  sanction, 
to  restore  her  house  and  servants  to  her,  and  hope  to  be  fa- 
voured with  your  early  reply,  as  I  expect  that  a  few  days 
will  complete  the  final  surrender  of  all  that  is  further  expect- 
ed from  the  Begum." 

There  are  some  things  in  this  letter  which  I  shall  beg  your 
lordships  to  remark  ; — there  is  mention  made  of  a  few  pre- 
liminary severities  used  by  Mr.  Middleton  in  order  to  get  at 
their  money ;  well,  he  did  get  at  the  money,  and  be  got  a 
bond  for  the  payment  of  an  additional  sum,  which  they 
thought  proper  to  fix  at  about  £600,000,  to  which  was  added 
another  usurious  bond  for  £60,000;  and  in  order  to  extort 
these  forced  bonds,  and  to  make  up  their  aggravated  crimes 
of  usury,  violence,  and  oppression,  they  put  these  eunuchs 
iuto  prison  without  food  and  water,  and  loaded  their  limbe 
with  fetters  : — this  was  their  second  imprisonment ;  and  what 
followed  these  few  severities,  jour  lordships  will  remark — 
still  more  severities.  They  continued  to  persecute,  to  op- 
press, to  work  upon  these  men  by  torture  and  by  the  fear  of 
torture  ;  till  at  last  having  found  that  all  their  proceedings 
were  totally  ineifectual,  they  desire  the  women  to  surrcndef 


19^H 


fteir  house  ;  tliough  it  ia  in  evidence  before  you  thiit  to  re- 
niora  a  woman  from  her  own  house  to  another  house  with- 
out her  vonsent  is  an  outrage  of  the  greateat  atrocity,  on 
BMOimt  of  which  many  women  have  not  only  threatened, 
tut  have  actually  put  theniHelvea  to  death.  Mr.  Hastings 
liimaeif,  in  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  had  conaidered  audi 
1  propoaition  as  the  last  degree  of  outrage  that  could  be 
oSflfed.  Theae  women  offered  to  go  from  house  to  house 
while  their  residence  was  searched ;  but,  no,  aay  their  tor- 
nientors,  the  treasure  may  be  bricked  up  in  bo  large  a.  house 
I  in  such  a  manner  that  we  cannot  find  it. 
1  But  to  proceed  with  the  treatment  of  these  unfortunate 

I  men.  I  will  read  to  your  lordshipa  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middleton 
L  to  Captain  Leonard  Jaquea,  commanding  at  I'yzahad;  IStb 
V  March,  1782. 

^H^  "Sib, — Ihave  received  your  letterof  the  13th  instant ;  the 
^^Qiro  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  AH  KhiLn,  having  violated 
^Ibeir  written  aolemn  engagement  with  me,  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  due  to  the  honourable  Company,  on  the  Nabob's 
aaajgunienta,  accepted  by  them,  and  decCning  giving  me  any 
satisfactory  assurances  on  that  head,  I  am  under  the  disagree- 
able neeeaaity  of  recurring  to  severities  to  enforce  the  said 
payment.     This  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediately 
cause  them  to  be  put  in  irona,  and  kept  so  until  1  aball  arrive 
«t    Fyzabad,   to  take  further  meaaures,  as  may  be  neces- 
^Wry." 

^B     Here  is  the  answer  of  Captain  Jaquee  to  Mr.  Middleton. 

■  "  April  !3rd.  173'2. 

^^     "  SiK, — Allow  me  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  the 
^PtJace  the  prisoners,  Behar  Ali  Khan  and  Jewar  All  KhAu,  are 
^*  confined  in,  ia  become  ao  very  unhealthy,  by  the  number 
obliged  to  be  on  duty  in  so  confined  a  place  at  this  hot  season 
of  the  year,  and  so  sitnated  that  no  reduction  can,  with  pro- 
priety, be  made  from  their  guard,  it  being  at  auch  a  diatance 
^■^u*  the  battalion." 

B  ^"^ 
^■pns  w< 


Tou  aee,  my  lords,  what  a  condition  these  unfortunate  per- 
s  were  in  at  that  period ;  you  aee  they  were  put  in  irmu, 


to  other  lettm 


fpoui  Major  Gilpio  »  ^^-  Middleton,  Jane  5tii,li^. 

ibW   to  vour  metructioas,  I  Tent   to  ths 
diswu  Ali  Khan.  accompttBied  bv  Hootaa 
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^^Btoi,  wlio  read  tbe  papera  respecting  tbe  balance  t 

^■^     "In  general  terma  they  eipresaed  concern  ot  not  being 
nUe  to  discharge  the  eame  without  the  assistance  of  the  Be- 
gum, and  requested  indulgence  to  send  a  message  to  her  on 
that  lubject,  and  in  tbe  evening  they  would  give  an  answer. 
"I  went  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  answer,  hut  did  not 
.        rpceive  a  satisfactory  one  ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  deaii  ed 
I        tbem  to  be  ready  at  tbe  shorteat  notice  to  proceed  to  Luck- 
L      EoH' ;  and  explained  to  them  every  particular  contained  in 
k^  jour  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  respecting  them, 
^B     "Yeaterday  morning  I  sent  for  Lataffit  Ali  KhfLn,  and  de- 
^B  "iied  hijn  to  go  to  tbe  Bow  Begum,  and  deliver  the  suhBtanoe 
^f  of  my  inatmctiona  to  her,  which  he  did,  and  returned  with 
T    the  enclosed  letter  from   her.     From  some   circumstances 
r      which  I  have  heard  to-day,  I  am  hopeful  the  prisoners  will 
'       *ooa  think  seriously  of  their  removal,  and  pay  the  balance 
nther  than  submit  themaelves  to  an  inconvenient  Journey  to 
lueknow," 

To  Major  Gilpin,  commanding  at  Fyzahad,  from  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton : — "  8ir,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
Eftb  instant,  informing  me  of  the  steps  vou  had  taken  in 
conaequence  of  my  instructions  of  the  firat,  and  covering  a 
letter  from  the  Bow  Begum,  which  is  so  unsatisfactory  that 
I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  anawer  to  it.  Indeed,  as  all 
correspondence  between  the  Begum  and  me  has  long  been 
stopped,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her  that  1 
by  no  tneans  wiah  to  resume  it,  or  maintain  any  friendly 
intercourse  with  her,  until  abe  haa  made  good  my  claim  upon 
her  for  the  balance  due. 

"  I  have  now,  in  conformity  to  my  former  instructions,  to 
desire  that  the  two  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan, 
may  be  immediately  sent  under  a  sufficient  guard  to  Luck- 
now,  unless,  upon  your  imparting  to  them  this  intimation, 
either  they  or  the  Begum  should  actually  nay  the  balance,  or 
give  you  such  asaurances  or  security  for  tlie  aaaeta  to  be  im- 
mediately forthcoming,  as  you  think  can  be  relied  upon  ;  in 
which  case  you  will  of  course  auapend  the  execution  of  thii 
order." 
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Mr.  Bidiard  Jt^unon  to  Hajor  Gilpin :  Lucknow,  24th 
June,  1782:— "Sir,  1  bsTe  rMcived  the  honour  of  your  letter 
of  the  20th.  The  prisoners  arrived  here  this  morning; 
I,ieui«D>iit  Croir  hits  delivered  them  over  to  Captain  Waugh, 
and  reinms  to  you  in  x  day  or  two. 

"I  think  their  hint  to  you  a  very  good  one, and  worth  Im- 
proiing  upon  ;  wad  the  Bow  Begum  to  think  that  she  must 
go  to  Allahabad,  or  any  other  place,  while  her  palace  is 
searched  for  the  hidden  treasure  of  the  fate  Vizier,  it  might 
go  further  than  any  other  step  that  can  be  immediately  taken 
towarda  procuring  payment  of  the  balance  outstanding. 

"The  prisoners  are  to  be  threatened  with  severities  to- 
morrow,  to  make  them  discover  where  the  balance  may  b& 
procurable,  the  fear  of  which  may  possibly  have  a  good  effect  j 
and  the  apprehensions  of  the  Begum,  lest  they  should  discover 
the  hiddea  treasure,  may  induce  her  to  make  you  tenders  of 
payment,  which  you  may  give  any  reasonable  encouragement 
to  promote  that  may  occur  to  you. 

"  The  jaghire  cannot  be  released  to  her  on  any  other 
terms,  nor  even  to  the  Nabob,  imtil  the  five  lacks  for  which 
it  was  granted  be  paid  up  ;  and  the  prisoners  must  also  be 
detained  until  the  tutl  fil^  lacks  be  hquidated  ;  consequently 
nothing  but  the  fear  of  an  increase  of  demand,  upon  breacS 
of  the  first  engagement  on  her  part,  will  induce  her  to  prompt 
payment." 

Letter  from  Mr.  Eichnrd  ITohnsDU  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  guard ;  Lucknow,  23rd  July,  1782  : — "  Sir, 
Bome  violent  demands  having  been  madefor  the  release  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  necessary  that  every  possible  precaution  be 
taken  for  their  security.  Tou  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  bo 
Tery  strict  in  guurdbg  them ;  and  I  herewith  send  another 
pair  of  fetters,  to  be  added  to  those  now  upon  the  prisoners," 

Letter  from  Eobert  Steere  Allen  to  Eichard  Johnson,  Esq., 

acting  resident ;  Lucknow,  23rd  July,  1782 : — "  Sir,  I  have 

reeeivedyourinstructions.andordered  the  fetters  to  be  added; 

but  they  are  by  much  too  small  for  their  feet.     The  utmost 

"  ihall  be  paid  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners.     I  have 

"'fi  fetters  that  you  may  have  them  altered,  if  jou 
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I  Letter  from  Mr.  Jolinson  to  the  officer  cominanding  tha 
iianl;  Lucknow,  2Sth  June,  1782:— "Sir,  The  >"abob 
aving  determined  to  infliet  torporal  punisliment  upon  the 
T^iisouera  imJer  your  guard,  thia  is  to  desire  that  hia  officers, 
"wheQ  they  shall  come,  may  have  free  acceaa  to  the  prisoners, 
and  he  permitted  to  do  with  them  as  they  ahall  see  proper, 
only  taking  care  that  they  leave  them  always  under  youi 
Isiarge." 

I  will  now  trouble  your  lordships  with  the  following  paa- 
1 1^  from  Mr.  Holt's  evidence  : — "  Q.  Did  you  ever  Bee  tho 
•  two  ministers  of  tbe  Begum  ? — A.  I  saw  them  brought  into 
f  Lncknow. — Q,.  In  what  Bituation  were  they  when  you  saw 
r  Mem  brought  into  Lucknow  ? — A.  They  were  brought  va 
tteir  palanquina,  attended  by  a  guard  of  sepoys, — Q.  IFnder 
*hoae  command  were  the  sepoys  ? — A.  That  they  were 
brought  in  by  P~Q.  Tea.— ^.  I  do  not  recollect.— Q.  Were 
ttoBe  sepoys  that  brought  in  the  prisoners  part  of  the 
Nabob's  army,  or  were  they  any  British  troops  i — A.  To  the 
•W  of  my  recollection,  they  were  detached  from  a  regiment 
*W  stationed  at  Fy^abad, — Q.  In  whose  service  was  that 
fegiment? — A.  In  the  Company's. — Q.Were  they  imprisoned 
II  any  house  near  that  in  which  you  resided  ? — A.  They 
)fere  imprisoned  immediately  under  the  window  of  the  house 
■n  which  I  resided,  close  to  it. — Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not, 
^er  see  any  preparations  made  for  any  corporal  punishment  ? 
~-A.  I  aaw  something  of  a  scaffolding. — Q.  For  what  pur- 
pose ? — A.  I  heard  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  tying  them  up. 
~Q.  "Whoso  prisoners  did  yon  consider  these  men  to  be  ? — 
A.  I  considered  them  as  prisoners  of  the  resident ;  they  were 
close  to  hia  house,  and  under  an  European  officer." 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  the  whole  process,  except 
one  dreadful  part  of  it,  which  was  the  threatening  to  send 
the  Begum  to  the  castle  at  Cliunar.  After  all  these  cruelties, 
after  all  these  menaces  of  further  cruelties,  after  erecting  a 
scaffold  for  actually  eiercising  the  last  degree  of  criminal 
punishment,  namely,  by  whipping  these  miserable  persona  in 
public ;  after  everything  has  been  done  but  execution,  our 
inability  to  prove  by  evidence  this  part  of  their  proceedings 
has  Becured  to  your  lordships  a  circumstance  of  decorum  ob- 
nrred  on  the  stage,  where  murders,  eiecutions,  t"' 
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ftnd  cruelties  are  performed  behind  the  sceneB.  I  inow  ni  j 
certainly  &b  a  man  can  know  such  a  thiiig,  from  a  document  I 
'which  I  cannot  produce  in  evidence  here ;  but  I  have  it  in  | 
the  handwriting  of  the  resident,  Mr.  Briatow,  that  Behar  Ali 
Khin  waa  actually  scourged  in  the  manner  that  we  speak  of. 
I  had  it  in  writing  in  the  man's  hand  ;  I  put  the  question  to 
him,  but  he  refused  to  answer  it,  because  he  thought  it  might 
criminate  himself,  and  crimmate  us  all ;  but  if  your  lordships 
saw  the  scaffold  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  of  this  we  have 
evidence,  would  you  not  necessarily  believe  that  the  scourg- 
ing did  follow  ?  All  this  was  done  in  the  name  of  the 
Nabob  ;  but  if  the  Nabob  is  the  person  claiming  his  father's 
effects,  if  the  Kabob  is  the  person  vindicating  a  rebellion 
against  himself  upon  his  nearest  relations,  why  did  he  not 
in  person  take  a  single  step  in  this  matter  P  Why  do  we  see 
nothing  but  hia  abused  name  in  it  ?  We  see  no  order  under 
his  own  hand.  We  see  all  the  orders  given  by  the  cool  Mr, 
Middleton,  by  the  outrageous  Mr,  Johnson,  by  all  that  gang 
ofpersona  that  the  prisoner  used  to  disgrace  the  British  name. 
Who  are  the  officers  that  stormed  their  fort?  who  put  on  the 
irons  ?  who  sent  them  p  who  supplied  them  ?  They  are 
all,  all  English  olScers.  There  is  not  an  appearance  even  of 
a  minister  of  the  Nabob's,  in  the  whole  transaction.  The 
actors  are  all  Englishmen ;  and  we,  as  Englishmen,  call  for 
punishment  upon  those  who  have  thus  degraded  and  dis- 
honoured the  English  name. 

We  do  not  use  torture  or  cruelties,  even  for  the  greatest 
crimes,  but  have  banished  them  from  our  courts  of  justice ; 
we  never  suffer  them  in  any  case.  Yet  tiiose  men,  in  order 
to  force  others  to  break  theu-  most  sacred  trust,  inflict  torturea 
upon  them.  They  drag  their  poor  victims  from  dungeon  to 
dungeon,  from  one  place  of  punishment  to  another ;  and  whol- 
ly on  accoimt  of  an  eitorted  bond ;  for  they  owed  no  money, 
they  could  not  owe  any ;  but  to  get  this  miserable  balance  of 
£60,000  founded  upon  their  tables  of  eichange :  after  they 
had  plundered  these  ladies  of  £500,000  in  money  and 
£70,000  a  year  in  land,  they  could  not  be  satisfied  without 
putting  usury  and  extortion  upon  tyranny  and  oppression. 
To  enforce  this  unjust  demand,  the  miserable  victims  were 
imprisoned,  ironed,  scourged,  and  at  last  threatened  to  be  sent 
prisoners  to  Chuuar.     This  menace  succeeded.     The  perBOM 

■L Jl 
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■^hc  bad  resisted  irons,  wbo  Lad  been,  aa  the  Begums  say, 

"»*fuaed  food  and  water,  stowed  in  an  unwholesome,  etinkiug, 

pestilential  prison,  these  persons  witlistood  everything  till 

tte  fort  of  Chimar  ■was  mentioned  to  them  ;  and  then  their 

fortitude  gave  way  ;  and  why  ?     The  fort  of  Chunar  was  not 

in  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob,  whose  rights  they  pretended 

to  be  vindicating ;   to  name  a  British  fort,  in  their  circuni- 

staneea,  was  to  name  everything  that  ia  most  horrible  in 

tjranny;  ho  at  least  it  appeared  to  them.     They  gave  way; 

L      tnd  thus  were  committed  acta  of  oppression  and  cruelty  un- 

L  Mown,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  the  history  of  India.     The 

^Ljnuneii  indeed  could  not  he  brought  forward  and  scourged, 

^|wt  their  ministers  were  tortured,  till,  for  their  redemption, 

^pwese  ppineeeses  gave  up  all  their  clothes,  all  the  omamentH  of 

^  tbeir  persons,  all  their  jewels,  all  the  memorials  of  their  hua- 

Danda  and  fathers,  all  were  delivered  up,  and  valued  by 

merchants  at  £50,000;   and  they  also  gave  up  £5000  in 

Ooney,  or  thereabouts  ;  so  that  in  reality  only  about  £5000, 

^  I  mere  nothing,  a  sum  not  worth  mentioning,  even  in  the 

^^BlculatioUB  of  extortion  and  usury,  remained  unpaid. 

^K  But,  my  lords,  what  became  of  all  this  money  F     When 

^Hou  esanune  these  witnesses  here,  they  tell  you  it  was  paid 

to  Hyder  Beg  Khan.     Now,  they  had  themaelves  received 

the  money  in  tale  at  their  own  assay-table ;  and  when  an 

account   ia  demanded  of  the  produce  of  the  goods,  tliey 

shrink  from  it,  and  say  it  was  Hyder  Beg  Khan  who  received 

the  things,  and  sold  them.     Where  ia  Hyder  Beg  Khftn's 

receipt  P     The  Begiims  say  (and  the  thing  speaks  for  itself), 

that  even  gold  and  jewels  coming  from  them  lost  their  value  ; 

that  part  of  the  goods  were  spoilt,  being  kept  long  unsold  in 

damp  and  bad  warehouaea ;    and  that  the  rest  of  the  goods 

were  sold,  as  thieves  aell  their  epoil,  for  little  or  nothing.  In 

all  this  business,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  were  them- 

eelvea  the  actors,  chief  actors  ;  but  now,  when  they  are  called 

to  account,  they  substitute  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n  in  their  place, 

a  man  that  is  dead  and  gone ;  and  you  hear  nothing  more  of 

this  part  of  the  businesa. 

But  the  sufferings  of  these  eunuchs  did  not  end  here; 
Hiey  were,  on  account  of  this  odd  £5000,  confined  for  twelve 
moiitha,  not  prisoners  at  large,  like  this  prisoner  who  thnista 
iuB  sore  leg  into  your  lordships'  faces  every  day,  but  in  bartU 
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and  cruel  coufineiaent.  These  are  the  persona  that  I  feel 
for.  It  IB  their  dungeon,  it  is  their  imreTeiiged  wrongs  thjit 
move  me.  It  is  for  these  innocent,  miserable,  unhappy  mcD 
who  were  guilty  of  no  offence  but  fidelity  to  their  mistresses, 
in  order  to  vei  and  torture  whom  (the  first  women  in  Asia) 
in  the  persons  of  their  ministers,  these  cruelties  were  exer- 
cised ;  these  are  they  for  whom  I  feel,  and  not  for  the  misei^ 
able  Bore  leg  or  whining  cant  of  this  prisoner.  He  Las  been 
the  author  of  all  these  wrongs ;  and  if  you  transfer  to  him 
any  of  the  sympathy  you  owe  to  these  sufferers,  you  do 
wrong— you  Wolate  compassion.  Think  of  their  irons.  Has 
not  thia  criminal,  who  put  on  these  irons,  been  without  one 
iron  ?  Has  he  been  threatened  with  torture  P  Has  he  been 
locked  up  without  food  and  water  ?  Have  his  sufi'eringa  been 
aggravated  as  the  aufferinga  of  these  poor  men  were  aggra- 
vated P  What  punishment  has  been  mflicted,  and  what  can 
be  inflicted,  upon  him  in  any  maimer  commensurate  with  the 
atrocity  of  his  crimes  ? 

At  last,  my  lords,  these  unhappy  men  were  released.  Mr. 
Bristow,  who  had  been  sent  to  Lucknow,  writes  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  informs  him  that  severities  could  do  no  more ;  that 
impriaonments  and  menaces  could  get  no  more  money.  I 
believe  not ;  for  1  doubt  much  whetner  any  more  was  to  be 
got.  But  whether  there  waa  or  not,  all  the  arts  of  estor- 
tion,  fortified  by  all  the  arts  of  tyranny,  of  every  name  and 
species,  had  failed,  and  therefore  Mr.  Bristow  released  the 

Kiaoners ;  but  without  any  warrant  for  so  doing  from  Mr, 
astings,  who,  after  having  received  this  letter  from  Mr, 
Bristow,  gets  the  supreme  council  to  order  these  very  aeveri- 
ties  to  be  continued,  till  the  last  farthing  was  paid.  In  order 
to  induce  the  council  to  sanction  this  measure,  he  suppressed 
Mr.  Bristow's  declaration — that  severities  could  do  nothing 
more  in  exacting  further  payments ;  and  the  resident,  I  find, 
—  was  afterwards  obliquely  punished  for  hia  humanity  by  Mr. 
L       Hastings. 

I 


Mr,  Bristow's  letter  is  dated  the  12th  of  December,  end  ho 
thus  writes : — 

The  battalion  at  Fyiabad  [where  the  Begums  and  tfaeir 

tpTB  had  been  confined]  is  recalled,  and  my  letter  to  tho 

'■\e  firat  instant  has  explained  my  conduct  to  the 
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flegna.  The  letter  I  addressed  ber,  a  tranelatioE  of  vrtich  I 
teg  leave  to  CBcloae  (No.  2),  was  with  a  view  of  convinciog 
lier  that  you  readily  asaented  to  her  beiu^  freed  from  the  re- 
straiDta  which  had  been  imposed  upon  her ;  and  that  your 
^quiescence  in  her  sufferinga  waa  a  measure  of  neceSBity,  to 
wbicb  you  were  forced  by  her  extraordinary  conduct.  I 
irished  to  make  it  appear,  this  waa  a  matter  on  which  you  di- 
rected me  to  consult  tlie  Vi/.ier's  pleaaure,  that  it  might  be 
tnown  you  were  iho  spring  from  whence  ahe  waa  restored  to 
[       ner  dignity  and  consequence." 

On  the  3rd  of  March  following,  the  council  agree  to  send 
I  the  following  order  to  Mr.  Bristow; — "We  desire  you  will 
I  inform  ua  if  any  and  what  means  have  been  tJiken  for  recov- 
■^  tting  the  bdajice  due  from  the  Begum  at  Fyzabad,  and,  if 
^■■iBceasary,  that  you  recommend  it  to  the  Vizier  to  enforce  the 
^Hiost  effectual  means  for  that  purpose." 

I  My  lords,  you  see  the  fraud  he  has  put  upon  the  council. 
Ton  will  find  that  Mr,  Bristow's  letters  up  to  the  3rd  of 
Maxell  had  been  Buppressed ;  and  though  then  communi- 
cated, yet  he  instigated  liia  cnt's-paw,  that  blind  and  ignorant 
council  to  demand  from  the  Vizier  the  renewal  of  these  very 
severitiea  and  cruelties,  the  continuance  of  which  the  letters 
in  hia  pocket  had  shown  hiin  were  of  no  effect.  Here  you 
liave  an  instajiee  of  his  implacable  cruelty ;  you  see  that  it 
never  relaxes,  never  remits  ;  and  that,  finding  all  the  re- 
Bources  of  tyranny  useless  and  ineffective,  he  is  still  willing 
to  use  them  ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  makes  a  ii^uduleut  con- 
cealment of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  all  the  means  that  had 
been  used. 

But,  you  vrill  ask,  what  could  make  him  persevere  in  these 
acts  of  cruelty,  after  his  avarice  had  been  more  than  satiated  ? 
Tou  will  find  it  is  thia.  He  had  had  some  quarrel  with  these 
■women.  He  believed  that  they  had  done  him  some  personal 
injury  or  other,  of  which  he  nowhere  informs  you.  But,  aa 
you  find  that  in  the  case  of  Cheit  Sing,  he  considered  hia  vi- 
sit to  General  Clavering  as  a  horrid  outrage  against  him- 
eelf,  which  be  never  forgave,  and  revenged  to  the  ruin  of  that 
miserable  person  ;  so  you  find  that  he  has  avowed  the  same 
malicious  disposition  toward  the  Begums,  arising  &am  aome 
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eimiUr  c*ii»-  In  page  367  of  your  prmted  iniDut«a,  he  aays, 
**I  am  sorry  tlukt  I  must  in  truth  add.  that  a  part  of  the  re- 
«eiitmeat  of  the  Beguma  was,  as  I  had  too  much  reason  to 
suspect,  directed  to  myadf  personallT.  The  incidents  which 
gsTe  rise  to  it  are  too  light  to  be  mixed  with  the  professed 
subject  and  occasion  of  this  detaQ  ■  and  as  they  wont  the  au- 
thenticity of  recorded  evidence,  I  could  lay  no  claim  to 
credit  in  my  relatioQ  of  them.  At  some  period  I  may  he 
induced  to  offer  them  to  the  world,  my  ultimate  and  tm> 
erring  judges,  both  of  that  and  of  every  other  trait  in  my 
polirii'al  character." 

My  lords,  you  have  an  anecdote  here  handed  to  you,  which 
is  the  key  of  a  great  part  of  this  transaction.  He  had  de- 
termined upon  Bome  deep  and  desperate  revenge  for  some 
injury  or  affront  of  some  kind  or  other  that  he  thought  he 
had  received  from  these  people.  He  accuses  them  of  a  pe^ 
aonal  quarrel  with  himself;  and  yet  he  has  not  the  honour  or 
honesty  to  tell  you  what  it  was, — what  it  was  that  could  in- 
duce them  to  entertain  such  a  personal  resentment  against 
him,  as  to  rnin  themselves  and  their  country  by  their  sup- 
posed rebellion.  He  says,  that  some  time  or  other  he  wiU  tell 
it  to  the  world.  Wh-y  did  he  not  tell  his  counsel,  and  au- 
thorize them  to  tell  a  story  which  could  not  be  unimportant, 
aa  it  was  connected  with  a  rebellion  which  shook  the  British 
power  in  India  to  its  foundation  ?  And  if  it  be  true  that  this 
rebellion  had  its  rise  ia  some  wicked  act  of  this  man,  who 
had  offended  these  women,  and  made  them,  as  he  saya,  hia 
mortal  enemies,  you  wiU  then  see  that  you  never  can  go  so 
deep  with  this  prisoner,  that  you  do  not  find  in  every  crimi- 
nal act  of  his  some  other  criminal  act.  In  the  lowest  deep 
there  is  still  a  lower  deep.  In  every  act  of  his  cruelty  there 
is  some  hidden,  dark  motive,  worse  than  the  act  itself  of 
which  he  just  gives  you  a  hint,  without  exposing  it  to  that 
open  light  which  truth  courts,  and  falsehood  basely  slinks 

But  cruelly  as  they  have  suffered,  dreadfuUy  aa  they  have 
been  robbed,  insulted  as  tbey  have  been,  in  every  mode  of 
insult  that  could  be  offered  to  women  of  their  rank  ;  all  this 
must  have  been  highly  aggravated  by  coming  from  such  a 
■"  ^Ir.  Middletou.  You  have  heard  the  audacious  and 
VK  he  has  held  to  them ;  his  declining  to  cor- 
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TOpirad  with  them,  and  the  mode  of  hia  doing  it.  There  are, 
my  lords,  things  that  embitter  the  bittemeaB  of  oppreBsioii  it- 
Mlf; — contumeliouB  acts  and  language  coming  from  persona 
^lio  the  other  day  would  liave  licked  the  dust  under  the  teet 
of  the  lowest  servants  of  these  ladies,  must  have  embittered 
ir  wrongs,  and  poisoned  the  very  eup  of  malice  itself. 
)h !  but  they  deserred  it. — They  were  concerned  in  a 
irieked,  outrageous  rebellion ;  first,  for  eipelling  their  own 
Wnfrora  bis  dominions  ;  and  secondly,  for  expelling  and  ex- 
tirpating the  English  nation  out  of  India.  Good  God  Al- 
Diighty !  my  lords,  do  you  hear  this  ?  Do  you  understand 
tbt  the  English  nation  had  made  themselves  so  odious,  so 
particdarly  hateful,  even  to  women  the  most  secluded  from 
the  world,  that  there  was  no  crime,  no  mischief,  no  family 
p  deatniction,  through  which  they  would  not  wade,  for  our 
I  sitermination  !  Is  this  a  pleasant  thing  to  hear  of  ?  Hehel- 
litia  is,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  undoubtedly  considered  as  a 
great  misfortune — in  some  countries  it  must  he  considered  as 
•  presumption  of  some  fault  in  government.  Nowhere  is  it 
imfed  of  as  supplying  the  meam  of  justifying  acts  of  cruelti/ 
ni  imult,  hut  unih  ua. 

We  have,  indeed,  seen  that  a  rebellion  did  exist  in  Bnr- 
Wdi  and  Gorruckpore.  It  was  an  universal  insurrection 
if  tbe  people  ;  an  insurrection  for  the  very  extermination  of 
Enghshmen  ;  for  the  estermination  of  Colonel  Hannay,  for 
tile  exterminatiou  of  Captain  Gordon,  for  the  extermination 
of  Captain  Williama,  and  of  all  the  other  captains  and  coLo- 
neU  exercising  the  office  of  farmer-general  and  sub-farmer- 
general,  in  the  manner  that  we  have  described.  We  know 
that  there  did  exist  in  that  country  such  a  rebellion.  But 
mark,  my  lords,  against  whom; — against  these  mild  and 
gracious  sovereigns.  Colonel  Hannay,  Captain  Gordon,  Cap- 
tain Williams. — Oh  unnfltural  and  abominable  rebellion  I 
But  will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  the  Nabob  himself  was 
ever  attacked  by  any  of  these  rebels  P  No  ;  the  attacks  were 
levelled  against  the  Eoglish.  The  people  rose  in  favour  of 
their  lawful  sovereign,  against  a  rebellion  headed  bv  Mr. 
Middleton,  who,  you  see,  usurped  hia  authority  ; — headed  by 
Colonel  Hannay ; — headed  by  Captain  Gordon  ; — beaded  by 
all  those  abominable  persons  exercising,  under  the  Nabob's 
name,  an  authority  destructive  to  himself  and  his  aubjecta. 
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Against  them  tLere  waa  a  rebellior  ;  but  was  this  an  xm- 
natural  rebellion?^ A  rebeUion  against  usurped  authority, 
to  save  the  prince,  his  children,  and  state  from  a  set  ;f  vile 
usurpers. 

My  lords,  I  shall  soon  close  our  proceeding  for  this  day; 
because  I  wish  to  leave  this  part  of  our  charge  strongly  and 
distinctly  impressed  upon  your  lordships'  memory,  and  be- 
cause nothing  can  aggravate  it.  I  shall  next  proceed,  in  the 
further  esamiDation  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  to  dissipate, 
as  I  trust  we  have  done,  ana  as  I  hope  n'e  shall  do,  all  the 
miserable  stuff  they  have  given  by  way  of  defence.  I  shall 
often  have  occasion  to  repeat  and  press  upon  jour  lordshipa, 
that  that  miserable  defence  is  a  heavy  aggravation  of  hi)) 
crime.  At  present  I  shall  conclude ;  leaving  this  part  of  our 
charge  with  the  impression  upon  your  lordships'  minds,  that 
this  pretended  rebellion  was  merely  an  insurrection  ag^nst 
the  English,  excited  by  their  oppression.  If  the  rebellion  waa 
against  the  Nabob,  or  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  oppression 
which  caused  it,  why  do  the  English  only  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned in  both  of  them  ?  How  comes  it  that  the  Nabob 
neTer  appears  to  liave  expressed  any  resentment  against  the 
rebels  ?  We  shall  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  Beguma 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There  was,  indeed,  as  I  have 
already  aaid,  what  may  be  called  a  rebellion ;  but  it  was  a 
rebellion  against — not  the  Nabob,  hnt  in  favour  of  the  lawful 
prince  of  the  country  ; — against  the  usurpers  of  his  authority 
and  the  destroyers  of  his  country.  With  this,  as  a  rebellion, 
Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  these  women ;  be  has  charged  them 
with  a  war  against  their  son,  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  English.  Look,  I  pray  you,  at  the  whole  businesB  ;  can- 
sider  all  the  circumstances  of  it,  and  ask  yourselves  whether 
this  is  not  a  charge  not  only  so  ({rossly  improbable,  but  so 
perfectly  impossible,  that  there  is  not  any  evidence  whieh 
can  make  it  even  plausible. 

Consider  next,  my  lords,  on  the  other  side,  the  evidence  of 
their  innocence,  and  then  ask  yourselves  whether  any  ad- 
ditional matter  could  make  its  probability  in  the  lenst  degree 
more  probable.  My  lords,  the  evidence  we  have  produced 
18  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  of  almost  all  the  persons 
who  have  had  a  share  in  esciting  that  rebellion,  and  who,  to 
ir  own  horrible  cruelty,  have  attempted  to  chaiga 
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t):e  Datnr&l  conBequences  of  that  cruelty  upon  these  unhaj 

women. 

But  where,  all  this  time,  is  the  Nabob,  against  whom  this 
rebellion  is  pretended  to  be  directed  ?  Was  it  ever  even  in- 
sinuated to  Lim  that  his  mother  had  raieed  a  rebellion  against 
him  P — When  were  the  proofs  shown  to  him  P — Did  he  ever 
eharge  her  with  it  ?  He  surely  must  have  been  most 
ansiouB  to  prevent  and  auppresa  a  rebellion  igainst  himself; 
but  not  one  word  on  tha,t  subject  has  evei  come  out  of  his 
mouth,  nor  haa  any  one  person  been  produced  to  show  that 
ho  was  informed  of  the  eiistence  of  such  a  rebeUion.  The 
peraons  said  to  be  rebels  are  hia  mother  and  grandmother ; 
and  I  again  ask,  was  there  the  least  intimation  given  to  him 
by  Mr.  Middleton,  or  by  any  other  person,  of  their  being' 
even  susjjected  of  rebellion  against  him  ?  There  wna,  in- 
deed, a  hint  of  some  rebeUion,  which  the  creatures  of  Mr. 
Hastings  got  at  obliquely ;  but  neither  the  person  against 
whom  the  rebellion  is  supposed  to  esist,  nor  tlie  persons  who 
were  said  to  be  guilty  of  it,  were  ever  either  informed  of  or 
charged  with  it.  I  defy  the  prisoner  and  his  whole  gang 
to  produce  one  word  ever  uttered  by  any  one  of  them,  from 
which  the  Nabob  or  Begums  could  learn  that  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  concerned  in  the  rebellion :  so  that  none  of  those 
who  were  said  to  be  the  principal  actors  in  the  scene  ever 
heard  of  the  parts  they  were  acting,  from  the  actual  authors 
and  managers  of  the  business.  Not  oue  word  was  uttered 
of  a  charge  mode,  much  less  of  proof  given.  Nothing  was 
heard  but — Give  me  the  money — irons — new  irons — new 
imprisonment ;  and  at  last  the  castle  of  Chunar.  And  here 
1  beg  leave  to  jjause,  and  to  leave  upon  your  minds  the  im- 
pression, first,  of  the  wrong  that  was  done,  the  violence, 
and  the  robbery ;  and  secondly,  of  the  pretences,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  by  which  they  have  attempted  to  justify  their 
proceedings. 

[Adjourno<i. 
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(Hx-Brux.) 

Ui  LoKSS, — Tour  lordahifa  wtQ  lecoUect  that  we  dosed 
AelutdM' of  TOUT  proceeding  in  this  trial  at  a  most  mtereat- 
ii^partofour  charge,  or  rather  of  our  ohwrvations  upon  that 
eharee.  We  eloaed  at  that  awful  inomeut  whea  we  found 
the  Srvt  women  of  Onde  pillaged  of  all  their  landed  and  of 
nil  their  monJed  property,  in  short  of  all  they  poaeesBed. 
We  closed  by  reciting  to  you  the  ialae  pretence  on  which 
thi»  pillace  waa  defended,  namelT,  that  it  waa  the  work  of 
the  Nabob.  Now  we  had  before  proved  to  you,  &om  e?i- 
denee  adduced  b^  the  prisoner  hiraeelf,  that  this  Nabob  wm 
a  mere  tool  in  his  hands;  and  therefore  if  this  pretence  be 
true,  it  aggravates  his  guilt ;  for  surely  the  forcing  a  son  to 
violate  the  property  of  his  mother  must  everywhere  he  con- 
■idenid  a  crime  moat  portentous  and  enormous.  At  thia  point 
we  eliMcd ;  and,  after  the  detail  which  has  been  given  you 
iilrrndy  of  these  horrible  and  iniquitous  proceedings,  eome 
atxtluKV  roiiy  perhnpa  be  necessary  for  entering  again  into 
the  rufiitatioii  of  this  iniquitous  pretence. 

My  honourable  fellow-mant^r,  who  preceded  me  in  thii 

btiaiuvM,  did,  in  his  remarks  upon  the  inference  drawn  by 

tlif  priMiior's  couoBel  from  the  seijure  of  the  Begum's  tre*- 

•itrea  by  tlio  Nabob,  as  evidence  of  their  guilt,  as  he  ought  to 

ilo,— he  Irwitwl  it  with  proper  contempt.     I  consider  it  in- 

^M>d  to  b«)  aa  tittle  aii  evidence  of  their  i;^t  as  he  does,  and 

^M  liltt«  k  dettuce  of  (hat  svLiure  as  be  does.   But  I  conaider 

^H  itt  kutttliw  and  in  a  aw  tight,  namely,  as  a  heavy  aggra- 

^■Mon  of  Itw  primutM-'a  tYiUK^  and  as  a  matter  that  will  let 

^^M  btto  Ike  «hu<lv  *^'  <^  ^^'  ^verament ;  and  I  vara 

^HHIIF  tOf<Uti)>«  ait«iuM  Witu:  ign(.HVA'd  on  by  evasions,  of  which 

^^KwMV  |<iWMttt»  fwT  jvu  W  W  tli<r  dit^ns  ruu  would  l>e  an- 
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to  be  judges  of  the  BmaUest  matters  in  the  world,  eiril 
trittina], 

Ike  first  observation  which  I  shall  beg  leave  to  moke 
yoiu  lordships  is  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  from 
wginning  to  end  has  been  a  myBtciy  of  iniquity,  and  that  in 
ID  part  of  them  have  the  orders  of  the  Company  been  regnrd- 
^;  but  on  the  contraiy,  the  whole  has  been  carried  on  in  a 
Kcret  and  elandcBtine  manner. 

It  ia  necessary  that  your  lordships  should  be  acquainted 
»ith  the  manner  in  which  the  coirespondence  of  the  Coni- 
pmy's  servants  ought  to  be  carried  on  and  their  proceedings 
Kgulated ;  your  lordships,  therefore,  will  please  to  hear  read 
lie  orders  given  concerning  correapoudenee  of  every  kind 
*ith  the  country  powers.  Ton  will  remember  the  period 
nben  these  orders  were  issued,  namely,  the  period  at  which 
the  act  passed  for  the  better  direction  of  the  servants  of  the 
Company.  By  tbis  aet  Mr,  Hastings  was  appointed  to  be 
©ovcm or- General,  and  the  court  of  directors  was  required, 
by  that  act,  to  prepare  orders  and  instructions,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  was  required,  by  the  same  act,  to  comply  with.  You 
will  see  what  these  instructions  and  orders  were,  and  in  whaV 
manner  he  has  complied  with  them. 

Extract  of  general  instructions  to  the  Governor- General 
imd  council,  29th  of  March,  1774:— "We  direct  that  you 
assemble  in  council  twice  every  week,  and  that  all  the  mem- 
bers be  duly  summoned ;  that  the  correspondence  with  the 
princes  or  country  powers  in  India  be  carried  on  by  the 
Governor-General  only,  but  that  ail  letters  sent  by  him  be 
first  a]>proved  in  council,  and  that  he  lay  before  the  councQ, 
St  their  neit  meeting,  all  letters  received  by  him  in  the 
course  of  such  correspondence,  for  their  information.  We 
likewise  direct,  that  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  country  c(nv. 
reapondence  be  communicated  to  our  board  of  trade  (to  h» 
constituted  as  hereinafter  mentioned),  as  may  any  ways  re- 
late to  the  business  of  their  department." 

Tou  will  observe,  my  lords,  two  important  circumstancsB 
m  these  instructions.  First,  that  after  the  board  had  regular- 
ly met,  the  Persian  correspondence,  kept  by  the  GovemoF 
only,  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  council ;  and  secondly, 
that  he  should  write  no  answer  to  any  part  of  the  businesa 
tiDtil  be  had  previously  '■onsulted  the  council  upon  it.     hose 
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,  coiTuption, 

MM  «»anfeMd^«Mr  nl  t*  ^  |K«af  <iC  then,  without 
•  «f  nti^  «mii^  aail  lagalMnHs  of  ft  positive 
MtoBMiiWtttcMCMMMfiof  tfaeae  cnmes, 
k  *»  <«nfar  »  «■  &•  enM  •boald  be  Bc- 

««dtj  fntynctiJL    Too  ■■gjht  ilhniAra  to  ptesume,  that, 

lS  of  eecuritj' 
_  ^  but  bj-  enforcing 

pgoifem  lft)ra,tdh»lwnfihaf  ^k^Bwt  b«  alvsjs  plain,  open, 
uddtMci.  "ill h.  fill  iiiiilMin.iii  Ihii  i|init  iini  In  i.  rl  iil 
allihotieh  jott  CMtBot  £nettr  jgan  \nBen  or  Emnggling  in 
ft  ^HBAed  cases  «h»e  Am  kM»  bees  committed,  you  can 
pfove  vhether  the  ^oper  oocuBKnts,  proper  cocketa,  proper 
aaoiea  in  reguiar  (Mtx»  kate  been  obtserred  and  performed 
uf  not.  B?  tbeee  means  tou  to^  the  door  against  bribery ; 
you  lock  the  door  against  corraption.  against  smuggling  and 
voutrabaml  trade;  but  how?  bj  filing  upon  and  attacking 
the  ofl'ence  ?  No ;  bv  failing  upon  and  attacking  the  breach 
ot'  the  regulation,  ^ou  prove  that  the  man  broke  the  regu- 
latiou ;  and,  as  he  could  nave  no  other  motive  or  intereGt  in 
breaking  it,  you  presume  that  he  broke  it  fraudulently,  and 
yvu  piitu»h  the  man  not  for  the  crime  the  relation  was 
nteftUt  to  ^reviitut,  but  you  punish  him  for  the  breach  of  the 
regulation  ttself. 

Nest  to  the  breach  of  these  positive  instructions,  your 
lordahi|>s  will  attend  to  the  consequent  concealment  and 
"^■kVlf  by  which  it  vras  accompanied.     AH  govermoent 
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o  preserve  its  authority,  be  sincere  in  ita  declaration*,  I 
•nd  Butlieotic  in  its  acta.  Whenever  in  any  matter  of  policy 
tiinB  IB  a  mystery,  you  must  presume  a  fraud ;  whenever  in 
,  •fij'inatter  of  money  there  ia  concealment,  you  must  preBume 
L  maconduet ;  you  must  therefore  aiEi  your  punishment  to  the 
1  weach  of  the  rule ;  otherwise  the  conviction  of  public  de- 
I  raqnentB  would  he  unattainable. 

I    I  have  therefore  put  before  you  that  rule  which  he  haa 
M  tiolated  j  and  we,  the  CommonB,  call  upon  your  lordships  to 
■  foforce  that  rule,  and  to  avenge  the  breach  of  it.     Ton  nave 
Bfcen  tbe  consequences  of  breaking  tlie  rule ;  and  we  have 
Purged  and  do  charge  it  as  a  heavy  agsravation  of  thoBe 
consequences,  that,  inetead  of  consultmg  tne  council,  instead 
of  laying  the  whole  correspondence  before  them,  instead  of 
consulting  them  npon  his  answers,  he  went  himself  up  into 
the  country,  took  nia  Majesty's  chief  justice  along  with  him, 
and  made  that  person  the  instrument  of  those  wrongs,  vio- 
lences, robberies,  and  concealments,  which  we  call  upon  your 
lordships  to  punish. 

My  lords,  an  estraordinary  circumstance  occurred  in  the 
course  of  our  proceedings,  in  another  place,  which  I  must 
state  to  show  you  in  what  a  horrible  manner  your  laws  have 
been  trampled  upon  and  despised.  None  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  last  stated  to  your  lordships,  respecting  the 
seizure  of  the  treasures  of  the  Begums,  appear  upon  any  puh- 
lic  record  whatever.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  came 
to  our  knowledge,  your  lordships  will  perceive  what  must 
have  been  the  prisoner's  own  opinion  of  the  horrible  nature 
of  proceedings,  which  he  thought  so  necessary  to  be  con- 

Whilst  we  were  inquiring  into  the  violences  committed 
against  the  Begums,  in  breach  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with 
them,  there  came  into  my  hands  an  anonymous  letter,  con- 
taining a  full  account  of  all  the  matter  which  has  lately  been 
stated  to  you.  It  came  anonymously;  and  I  did  not  know 
from  what  quarter  it  came.  I  do  not  even  know  with  cer- 
tainty at  this  hour.  T  say,  not  vrith  certainty,  for  I  can  only 
form  a  conjecture.  This  anonymous  communication  enabled 
ua  to  produce  all  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton 
ing  the  cruelties  exercised  towards  the  Beguma  and 
Wir  eunuchs,  In  order  to  extort  money.    We  found  the 
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nameB  of  Major  Gilpin  and  several  other  personB  in  these 
letters.  We  alao  found  in  them  a  atrong  foi  Bmell  of  a  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  that  bis  brush  and  crime  bad  left  behind  faim; 
we  traced  him  by  that  scent ;  and  as  we  proceeded  we  diB- 
covered  the  footsteps  of  aa  many  of  the  wolyes  aa  Mr.  Hast 
inga  thought  proper  to  leave  there.  We  sent  for  and  ei- 
amined  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Major  Gilpin  produced  bia 
correspondence.  When  we  applied  to  Mr.  Middleton,  we 
found  that  all  this  part  of  his  correnpondence  had  been  torn 
out  of  hia  book.  But  having  come  at  it  by  means  of  our 
anonymous  commimication,  we  auhBcquently  proved  and  es- 
tablished it,  in  the  manner  we  have  done,  before  your  lord- 
ships. Here  then  you  have  important  matter  which  this 
anonymous  letter  bos  brought  to  light ;  and  otherwise  the 
whole  of  this  correspondence  so  essential  to  the  interests  end 
justice  of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  concealed  by  tha 
wicked  man.  Thus,  1  say,  hia  violation  of  a  positive  law 
would  have  remained  undiscovered,  if  mere  accident  had  not 
enabled  ub  to  trace  thia  iniquity  of  its  source.  Therefore  1 
begin  our  proceedings  thia  day,  by  stating  to  your  lordahipa 
thia  fact,  and  by  calhng  upon  your  justice  to  punish  him  for 
this  violation  of  the  laws  of  hia  country. 

We  have  told  you  who  the  instruments  were  by  which 
all  thia  wickedness  was  committed,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  persons  who  were  sent  as  ambaseadors  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  Company  at  the  court  of  an  independent 
prince.  Over  this  prince  they  usurped  an  absolute  power, 
they  even  made  use  of  British  officers  in  his  own  aervice,  tmi 
receiving  his  pay,  to  enslave  his  person,  and  to  force  him  to 
rob  his  kindred.  These  agenta  were  aided  by  an  English 
chief  justice,  sent  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  represent  the  sovereign  majeaty  of  English  justice, 
and  to  be  a  restraint  upon  the  misconduct  of  the  Company's 
servfflits.  These  are  the  instruments  with  which  this  man 
works.  We  have  shown  you  his  system )  we  have  shown 
you  his  instruments ;  we  will  now  proceed  with  the  exami- 
nation of  the  pretences  upon  which  this  horrid  and  nefarious 
act  is  attempted  to  be  justified.  We  have  not  entered  into 
this  esamination  for  the  sake  of  reiiiting  thinga  that  want  no 
refutation,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you  the  spirit  of 
tit»  whole  proceeding,  and  making  it  appear  to  your  I(«U 
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^T     flips,  as  I  truat  it  -will  appear,  that  the  wicked  act  done  there 

'y       is  nnt  ha.!*"  bo  bad  ns  the  wicked  defence  made  liere. 

't  The  tirat  purt  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  commiHsion,  as  your 

r         lordahips  will  remember,  was  to  acize  upon  the  Beguma'  trca- 

sirea.  He  had  likewise  another  budget  of  instructions,  which 

Qas  beea  diacovered  in  the  trunks  of  which  your  lordahipa 

nave  heard, — secret  inatructiona  to  be  given  by  him  to  Mr. 

Aliddletoa,  for  the  furtherance  of  this  buainesa.     And  that 

■lia  office  of  chief  juatice  should  not  lie  dormant,  he  was  com- 

JtuasioDed  to  seek  for  alBdavits,  or  written  testimony  from 

^liy  peraoQS,  for  the  purpoae  of  convicting  these  women  of  a 

Resign  of  atrociously  revolting  against  their  son,  and  depoa- 

*^lig  him  from  the  government,  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of 

"the  English  inhabitanta.     This  waa  the  accusation ; — and 

"the  evidence  to  support  it  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  sent  to  col- 

My  lords,  I  muat  here  obaerve  to  your  lordships,  that  there 

_iB  no  act  of  violence  which,  merely  aa  an  act  of  violence, 

llnay  not  in  aome  sort  be  borne  ;   because  an  act  of  violence 

Mmfera  no  principle  ;  it  inters  nothing  but  a  momentary  ini- 

Epulae  of  a  bad  mind,  proceeding,  without  law  or  juatice,  to 

rthe  esecution  of  its  object.     Eor  at  the  same   time  that  it 

pays  no  regard  to  law,  it  does  not  debauch  it ;   it  does  not 

wrest  it  to  its  purposes.     The  law  diaregarded  still  exists ; 

Emd  hope  atill  exists  in  the  sufferer  that,  when  law  shall  he 

reBortea  to,  violence  will  ceaae,  and  wrongs  will  be  redressed ; 

but  whenever  the  law  itself  is  debauched,  and  enters  into  a 

comipt  coalition  with  violence,  robbery,  and  wrong,  then  all 

hope  is  gone ;   and  then  it  is  not  only  private  persons  that 

suffer,  but  the  law  itself  when  so  corrupted  is  often  perverted 

into  the  worst  instrument  of  fraud  and  violenc       It  th  n  b 

comes  most  odious  to  mankind,  and  an  infinite  a   tb  at    n    1 

every  injury  they  suffer. 

We  have  therefore  in  our  charge  strongly  rep  obat  d  S 
Elijah  Impey's  going  to  take  such  affidavits. — Oh,  h  t    h 
say,  a  judge  may  take  an  affidavit  in  his  chambe    p     at  1 
and  he  may  take  an  affidavit,  though  not  exactl     n  the  plu 
of  his  jurisdiction,  to  authenticate  a  bond,  or  the  like.     "We 
are  not  to  be  cheated  by  words.     It  is  not  dirty  ahreda  of 
worn  out  parchments,  the  sweepings  of  Westminster  Hall, 
that  shall  aerve  us  in  place  of  that  iustice  upon  which  the 
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world  stands,  Affidavita !  We  koow  that,  in  the  language 
of  our  courts,  affidaWts  do  oot  sigaifj  a  body  of  evidence  to 
BUstain  B  criminal  cliarge,  but  are  generally  reUtive  to  matter 
in  procesB  collateral  to  the  charge,  which,  not  comiDg  hefore 
the  jury,  are  made  known  to  the  judge  by  way  of  affidavit. 

But  was  it  ever  heard,  or  will  it  he  borne,  that  a  person 
exercising  a  judicial  office  under  hia  Majeaty  ahould  walk  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  hia  jurisdiction  ?  That  he  should  deaert 
the  station  in  which  he  was  placed  for  the  protection  of  the 
natives,  and  should  march  to  auch  a  place  as  Lucknotv,  in 
order  to  take  depositions  for  criminating  persons  in  that  coun- 
try, without  so  much  as  letting  these  poor  victima  know  one 
article  in  the  depositions  so  taken  ?  These  depositions,  my 
lords,  were  made  to  criminate ;  they  were  meant  to  justify  a 
forfeiture ;  and  are  not  in  the  nature  of  those  voluntary  f^- 
davits  which,  whether  made  within  jurisdiction  or  without, 
whether  made  publicly  or  privately,  signify  comparativelj 
nothing  to  the  cause.  I  do  not  mean  to  aay  that  any  process 
of  any  court  has  not  its  weight,  when  the  matter  is  within  it 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings ;  it  is  the  extraordinary 
course,  the  extrajudicial  conduct,  which  divesta  itof  that  jnst 
weight  it  otherwise  would  have. 

Thia  chief  justice  goea  to  Luoknow,  where  he  holda  his 
court,  such  as  it  was.  Ho  is  ready  to  autlienticate  any 
process  by  the  signature  of  the  English  chief  justice,  in  a 
court  which  he  holds  by  night,  in  a  court  which  he  holda  in 
darkness  and  secrecy.  Heboid  his  court  in  Fyzabad:  be 
holds  it  unknown  to  the  !Nabob  of  Oude,  in  his  own  capital, 
aad  without  giving  him  the  leaat  knowledge  of  or  any  notice 
of  what  he  waa  proceeding  to  do.  He  holds  it  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  Colonel  Morgan,  a  pensioner  of  the  Nabob,  and  the 
person  assisting  him  is  Mr,  Middleton,  who  ia  likewise,  as  wa 
nave  proved  to  you,  one  of  the  Nabob's  pensioners,  a  monopo- 
lizer of  trade  in  the  country,  and  a  person  who  received  much 
the  major  part  of  hia  emoluments  from  the  Nabob's  hands. 

In  that  clandestine  manner,  in  the  Nabob's  own  houae,  in 

capital  city,  in  the  lodging  of  hia  dependant  and 

pensioner.  Colonel  Morgan,  with  no  other  witness  that  we 

tnow  of  than  Mr.  Middleton,  was  thia  iniquitous,  dark  pro- 

"'     "  held,  to  cri.minate  the  mother  of  the  Nabob.     We 

e  a  scene  of  dajk,  mysterious  contrivance;  let  ua  now 
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M  what  is  brought  out  in  tbe  face  of  open  day.  The  attest- 
Btiong  themselres,  which  you  have  seen  on  the  record  before 
joii.  They  were  brought  out ;  where  ?  there  ?  No  i  they 
*ere  brought  out  in  another  place ;  they  were  brought  out 
»t  Calcutta ;  but  were  never  eommuiiicated  to  the  Nabob- 
He  never  knew  anything  of  the  matter.  Let  ua 
"lut  thoae  attestations  were :  your  lordahipB  will  bear  in 
mind  that  I  do  not  advert  to  this  thing  which  they  bring  aa 
evidence  in  the  way  of  imputation  of  ita  being  weak,  impro- 
per, and  insufficient  evidence,  but  as  an  incontrovertible 
pfoof  of  crimes,  and  of  a  systematic  design  to  ruin  the  ac- 
'^mei  party,  by  foree  there  and  by  chicane  here ;  these  are 
tile  pnncipleH  upon  which  I  am  going  to  talk  to  yon  upon  thia 
ibominable  subject,  of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  no 
*orda  sufficient  to  eipresa  my  horror.  No  words  can  eipresa 
it,  nor  can  anything  but  the  severity  of  your  lordships' 
ii'dgments  find  an  adequate  expression  of  it.  It  is  not  to  be 
eipressed  in  words,  but  in  punishment. 

Having  stated  before  whom  the  evidence  collected  in  thie 
body  of  affidavits  was  taken,  I  shall  now  state  who  the  pep- 
"oiia  were  that  gave  it ;  they  were  those  very  persona  who 
*frB  guilty  of  robbing  and  ruining  the  whole  country:  yes, 
"'7  lords,  the  very  persons  who  had  been  accused  of  this  in 
'oe  mass  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  They  were  nothing  less 
""Ml  the  whole  body  of  those  English  officers,  who  were 
'"orping  the  office  of  farmers-general,  and  other  lucrative 
'TOces  in  the  Nabob's  government,  and  whose  pillage  and 
Peculations  had  raised  a  revolt  of  the  whole  kingdom  against 
'neniBelves.  These  persons  are  here  brought  in  a  mass  to 
"'^Kc  themselves  of  this  eliarge,  by  criminating  other  persons, 
^'^d  clandestinely  imputing  to  them  the  effect  of  their  own 
luquity, 

Sut  supposing  these  witnesses  to  be  good  for  anything, 
"Apposing  it  fit  that  the  least  attention  should  be  paid  them ; 
'he  matter  of  their  testimony  may  very  possibly  be  true, 
"^thout  criminating  the  Begum ;  it  criminates  Saadit  Ah 
*Un,  the  brother  of  the  Nabob ;  the  word  begum  is  never 
"ifntioned  in  the  crimination  but  in  conjimction  with  his, 
Wid  much  the  greater  part  of  it  criminates  the  Nabob  himselt 
flow,  my  Jords,  I  will  say,  that  the  matter  of  these  affidavits, 
fcrgetting  who  the  deponents  were,  may  possibly  be  true,  ac 
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far  Bi  respects  Saadit  Ali  KhfLii ;  but  that  it  is  utterly  as  itn- 
probable,  which  is  the  main  point  and  theatreas  of  the  thing, 
with  reepect  to  the  Begums,  as  it  is  impossible  with  fespert 
to  the  Nabob.     That  Saadit  Ali,  being  a  military  man,  amoD 
ambitiouH  and  aspiring  to  ffreatneBs,  should  take  adTantage     ' 
of  the  abuses  of  t\e  Enghsn  government  and  of  the  diacon-     | 
teut  of  the  country,  that  he  abould,  I  say,  raise  a  revolt  against     I 
his  brother,  ia  very  possible ;  but  it  ia  scarcely  within  posai-     i 
hilif^,  that  the  mother  of  the  Nabob  should  have  joined  with     I 
the  illegitimate  son  against  her  legitimate  son.    I  can  only     , 
say  that,  in  human  affairs,  there  is  the  poasibiiity  of  truth  in 
thia.     It  ia  possible  she  might  wish  to  depose  her  legitimate 
eoQ,  her  only  legitimate  eon,  and  to  depose  him  for  the  sake 
of  a  bastard  son  of  her  husband's,  to  exalt  him  at  the  expense 
of  the  former,  and  to  exalt  of  course  the  mother  of  that 
bastard  at  her  own  expense  and  to  her  own  wrong.     But  I 
say,  that  thia,  though  possible,  is  grossly  improbable.     The 
reason  why  the  Begum  is  implicated  ia  this  charge  vrith     ' 
Saadit  Ali  by  the  affidavits    cannot    escape  your  notice. 
Their  own  acquittal  might  be  the  only  object  of  the  depo- 
nents in  their  crimination  of  the  latter :  but  the  treaaurea 
of  the  former  were  tlie  objecta  of  their  employers,  and  these 
treasures  could  not  be  come  at  but  by  the  destruction  of  the 
Begums. 

But,  my  lords,  there  are  other  affidavits,  or  whatever  your 
lordships  may  eal!  them,  that  go  much  further.     In  order  to 
give  a  colour  to  the  accusation,  and  make  it  leas  improbable, 
they  say  that  the  Nabob  himself  was  at  the  bottom  of  it; 
and  that  he  joined  with  his  brother  and  his  mother  to  extir- 
pate out  of  hia  dominions  that  horrible  grievance,  the  English 
brigade  officers: — those  English  officers  who  were  the  farmers-    ;| 
general,  and  who,  as  we  have  proved  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own     i 
evidence,  bad  ruined  the  country.      Nothing  is  more  natural     i 
than  that  a  man,  sensible  of  his  duty  to  himself  and  hia  sub- 
jects, should  form  a  scheme  to  get  rid  of  a  baud  of  robbers 
that  were  destroying  hia  country,  and  degrading  and  ruining 
his  family.     Thus  jou  see  a  family  compact  naturally  ac- 
counted tor.     The  Nabob  at  the  head  of  it ;  Ms  motherjoin-     ' 
ing  her  own  aon,  and  a  natural  brother  joining  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  family.     This  is  a  possible  case.     But  ia  thia 
the  case  pressed  by  them  p     No  ;  tbey  pass  slightly  over  ths 
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legitimate  son.  They  scarcely  touc'n  upon  Saadit  Ali  Kli&n  ; 
they  sink  the  only  two  persons  that  could  give  probability  or 
possibility  to  this  husiness,  and  endeavour  to  throw  the  whole 
design  upon  these  two  unfortunate  womeu. 

Your  lordships  see  the  wickedness  and  baseness  of  the 
contrivance.  They  firat,  in  order  to  keep  tbe  whole  family 
in  terror,  aceuse  the  whole  f^nlly ;  then  having  possessed 
themselves  of  the  treasures  of  the  Begums  upon  another  pm- 
tence,  they  endeavour  to  fix  upon  them  that  improbable  guilt 
^hieh  they  had  with  some  degree  of  probability  cbarged 
upon  the  whole  family,  bb  a  lurther  justification  of  that 
*lfoliation.  Tour  lordships  will  see  what  an  insult  is  offered 
w  the  peers  of  Great  Britain,  in  producing  before  you,  by 
*^y  of  defence,  eucb  gross,  scandalous,  and  fraudulent  pro- 
*66diiig8. 

Wio  the  first  set  of  witnesses  were  which  they  produced 
^fore  tbeir  knight  errant,  Chief  Justice  Sir  Elijah  Impey,who 
^aadered  in  aenrcb  of  a  law  adventure,  I  have  laid  open  to 
^our  lordships.  You  bave  now  had  an  Recount  of  the  scan- 
dalous manidacture  of  that  bateh  of  affidavits  which  was  in 
^lie  budget  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey — -that  Pandora's  boi  which 
■I  have  opened,  and  out  of  which  has  issued  every  kind  of 
^ril.  This  chief  justice  went  up  there  with  the  death  war- 
rant of  the  Begums'  treasures,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  the 
death  warrant  of  their  persona.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
took  these  affidavits,  he  became  himself  a  witness  in  this 
basineBS :  he  appears  as  a  witness.  How  ?  Did  he  know 
any  one  circumstance  of  the  rebeUion  P  No ;  he  does  not 
even  pretend  to  do  so.  But,  says  he,  in  my  travels  I  was 
obliged  to  avoid  Fyzabad,  upon  account  of  the  auspected  re- 
bellion there.  Another  chief  justice  would  have  gone  fifty 
miles  about  to  avoid  Lucknow,  ftir  everybody  knows  that  Luck- 
now  waa  the  focus  and  centre  of  eitortion,  corruption,  and 
peculation  ;  and  that  a  worse  air  for  the  lungs  of  a  chief  jus- 
tice could  not  be  found  in  the  world.  If  his  lungs  wanted 
the  benefit  of  pure  air,  he  would  even  have  put  himself  in 
the  focus  of  a  rebellion,  to  have  kept  at  a  distance  from  the 
smell  of  carrion  and  putrid  corruption  of  every  kind  that  was 
at  Lucknow. 

A  chief  justice  may  go  to  a  place  where  a  rebellion  is 
Mg;ing,  he  may  die  a  martyr  to  his  honour.     But  a  chief  ju*. 
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tice  wlio  puta  himself  into  the  focus  of  peculation,  into  the 
IbcuB  of  bribery,  int-o  the  focua  of  everything  that  is  bsso 
and  corrupt,— what  can  we  expect  from  him  hut  that  he  w"ll 
be  engaged  in  claudestiiie  jobs  there  F  The  former  might 
kill  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  knight  errant, but  the  chief  juBtice 
would  remain  puve  and  entire  ;  whereas  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had 
escaped  fiwm  Lucknow,  and  the  chief  justice  is  left  by  Mr. 
HastiagH  to  shift  for  himself. 

After  mentioning  this  violation  of  the  hiws  of  hospitality 
by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  I  would  ask,  was  any  notice  given  by 
hiin,  or  by  any  of  Mr.  Hastings's  agents,  to  the  Nabob,  wlio 
was  so  immediately  interested  in  this  matter  ?  Was  any 
notice  given  to  the  Begums  that  any  such  charge  waa  enter- 
tained against  them  ?  Not  a  word.  Was  it  notified  to  the 
eunuchs  ?  Wafl  it  to  Saadit  Ali  KhSn  p  Not  a  word ;  they 
were  all  within  their  power.  The  eunuchs  were  a  year  in 
irons,  and  they  were  suojected  to  the  want  of  food  and  water 
for  a  part  of  that  year.  They  were  dragged  from  Fyzabad 
to  Lucknow,  and  from  Lucknow  to  Fyzabad.  During  all 
that  time,  waa  there  a  word  mentioned  to  them  by  any  one 
person  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  were  accused 
of  this  matter  ?     Not  a  word. 

We  now  submit  to  your  lordships'  vindictive  justice  and 
condemnation  this  recriminatory  defence,  in  which  every 
principle  of  justice  has  been  violated  ;  and  now  I  will  ask 
your  lordships  whether  jou  would  have  suffered  suck  a  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ?  It  was  asked 
by  a  person  of  great  authority  in  thia  Houae,  when  we  were 
going  to  produce  certain  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings  (we 
do  not  say  whether  we  offered  to  produce  it  properly  or 
improperly,  that  is  another  matter),  we  were  asked,  I  say 
whether  our  intentions  of  producing  that  evidence  had  been 
communicated  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  Had  he  had  an  opportnnity 
of  cross-examining  the  vritnesaea  who  had  given  that  evi- 
dence P  No,  he  added,  that  evidence  must  be  rejected.  Now 
I  say  to  your  lordships,  upon  the  same  ground,  deal  with  the 
Begums  as  you  dealt  with  Mr.  Hastings.  Do  not  keep  two 
weights  and  measures  for  diiferent  persons  in  the  same  cause. 
Tou  would  not  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  produced  against 
him  ;  you  will  not  assuredly  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  pn> 
<o  ^ou  in  his  iavour  and  against  them. 
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Mj  lords,  the  cause  between  this  man  and  tlieae  unfortun- 
ate women  ia  at  lost  come  into  Westminster  Hall,  The  caime 
is  come  to  a  solemn  trial ;  and  we  demand  other  witnesses 
and  other  kinds  ol'  proof  than  what  these  affidavits  furnish. 
My  lords,  the  persons  who  have  been  eiamined  here  are  al- 
most all  of  them  the  same  persons  who  made  these  affidaiits ; 
but  there  is  this  material  difference  in  their  evidence.  At 
your  lordahipB'  bar  they  sunk  all  those  parts  of  their  former 
evidence  which  criminated  the  Kabob  and  Saadit  Ali,  and 
confined  their  testimony  wholly  to  what  related  to  the  Be- 
gums. We  were  obliged,  by  a  cross-examination,  to  squeeze 
out  of  them  the  disavowal  of  what  they  had  deposed  on  the 
former  occasion.  The  whole  of  their  evidence  we  leave  to 
tbe  judgment  of  your  lordahipa,  with  these  summary  remarks, 
— first,  that  they  are  the  persons  who  were  to  profit  by  their 
own  wrong :  they  are  the  persona  who  had  aeven  montlis' 
arrearB  paid  to  them  out  of  the  money  of  these  unfortunate 
ladies  :  they  are  the  persona  who,  to  justiiy  the  revolt  which 
they  had  caused  in  the  country  by  their  robbery,  charge  their 
own  ffuilt  upon  others.  The  credibility  of  their  evidence  is 
therefore  gone  ;  but,  if  it  were  not  affected  by  these  circum- 
etances,  Mr.  Hastings  has  put  an  end  to  it  by  telling  you 
that  there  ia  not  one  of  them  who  is  to  be  credited  upon  his 
oath  ;  no,  not  in  a  court-martial ;  and  can  it  therefore  be  ex- 
pected, that  in  a  case  of  peculation  they  will  do  otherwise 
than  acquit  the  party  accused  P  He  has  himself  laid  before 
you  the  horrible  state  of  the  whole  service ;  your  lordships 
nave  it  fresh  in  your  memories,  and  ringing  in  your  ears. 
Yoe  have  also  heard  from  witnesses  brought  by  Mr.  Hastingt 
himaelf,  that  these  soldiers  committed  misdemeanours  of  the 
very  same  kind  with  those  which  we  have  stated.  They 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  listened  to  for  a  moment ;  and  we 
aver  that  it  is  an  aggravation  of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  that 
he  has  brought  the  instruments  of  his  guilt,  the  persons  of 
whom  he  has  complained  as  having  ruined  and  destroyed  that 
country,  and  whom  he  had  engaged,  at  the  Nabob's  desire, 
in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  to  send  out  of  tbe  country,  as  being 
a  nuisance  in  it, — to  bring,  I  say,  these  people  here,  to  crim- 
inate, at  a  distance  of  nine  thousand  miles,  these  unfortunate 
women,  where  they  have  neither  attorney  nor  agent  who  can 
bum  local  knowledge  cross-examine  them.     He  baa  the  aik 
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dacity  to  bring  tKese  penple  here ;  and  in  what  mtumer  thej 
comport  themselves  when  they  cwne  here  your  lordahipa 

There  ia  one  of  them  whom  we  cannot  paaa  by ;  that  ia 
Captain  Gordon.  The  other  witnesses,  who  appeared  here 
aa  evidences  to  criminate  the  Begums,  did  it  by  rumoura  and 
hearsays.  They  had  heard  some  person  say  that  the  Begums 
had  encouraged  rebellion,  always  coupling  them  with  Saadit 
Ali  KhSn,  and  sometimes  with  the  Nabob,  because  there 
might  have  been  some  probability  for  their  charge  in  the 
transactions  with  Saadit  Ali  Kh&n,  which,  though  impossible 
with  regard  to  the  Begums,  they  thought  would  implicate 
him  in  his  designs.  But  Captain  Gtordon  is  to  give  a  differ- 
ent account  of  the  proceedings. 

Captain  Gordon  was  one  of  Colonel  Hannay's  under-farm- 
ers — he  was  hunted  out  of  the  country,  and,  as  one  of  the 
Begums  says,  pursued  by  a  thnusand  of  the  zemindars,  for 
robbing  the  wnole  country.  This  woman,  through  respect 
to  the  British  name,  that  name  whiuh  guaranteed  her  poa- 
sessions  to  her,  receives  this  Captain  Gordon  and  Captain 
Williams  with  every  mark  of  kindness,  hospitahty,  and  pro- 
tection that  could  be  given  them,  She  conveys  them  aora 
the  borders  to  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  and  from  Fyzabad,  her 
capital,  supposed  to  be  the  nest  of  her  rebellion,  oa  to  their 
place  of  destination.  They  both  write  her  letters  fiill  of 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  kindneBS  for  the  services  that 
they  had  received.  They  then  pass  on  to  Lucknow,  to  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  and  there  they  sinit  every  word  of  kindneas — 
of  any  service  or  protection  that  they  had  received  ; — or  of 
any  acknowledgment  that  they  had  ever  made  of  it.  They 
sink  all  this  ;  not  one  word  of  it  appears  in  their  affidavits. 

How  then  did  we  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it  ?  "We  got 
it  from  Major  Gilpin,  who  was  examined  in  the  course  of 
these  proceedings,  and  we  used  it  in  our  charge,  from  the 
papers  that  we  hold  in  our  hands.  Mr.  Hastings  haa  con- 
fessed the  fact,  and  Mr.  Middleton  bus  endeavoured  to  alur  it 
over,  but  could  not  completely  conceal  it.  "We  have  estab- 
blished  the  fact,  and  it  is  in  evidence  before  your  lordships. 

You  have  now,  then,  in  this  manner  got  these  tcBtimonialB 
given  by  English  officers  in  favour  of  these  women ;  and  by 
the  same  means  the  letters  of  the  latter  accusing  the  forma 
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e  to  your  bands ;  and  now  these  same  English  officera 
cotne  here  ■with  their  recriminatory  accueatioa.  Now,  why 
did  they  not  make  it  at  Luekuow  ?  "Why  did  not  Mr. 
HaatiDgfl,  when  Mr.  Middleton  had  such  papers  for  him  in 
hia  hands,  why,  I  ask,  did  not  Mr.  Hastings  procure  some 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  whilst  he  was  in  India  ? 
I  will  read  your  lordships  the  letter,  that  you  may  not  only 
know  but  feel  the  iiiiquity  of  this  huainess. 

Letter  from  the  mother  of  the  Fisier  to  Mr.  Maatingg,  reeeieed 
the  Gl'h  of  January,  1782. 

r      "  Our  situation  ia  pretty  well,  and  your  good  health  ia  con- 

^'atantly  prayed  for.     I  had  sent  Behac  Ali  Khiln  to  you. 

Accordingly  people  invented  a  falsehood  that   Behar  Ali 

Khan  was  gone  to  get  the  deputyahip  of  tlie  Soubah  ;  and 

aome  persons  here  were  saying,  wherefore  has  she  sent  Behar 

Ali  Khan  to  Calcutta,  to  the  Nawab  Amaud  ul  Dowlah  ?     "VYe 

will  never  permit  the  affair  to  succeed  :  and  accordingly  it  has 

BO  happened.     For  they  eaj  that  you  also  have  not  put  your 

seal  to  the  treaty :  and  the  people  here  say,  why  does  the 

nohle  lady  correspond  with  the  Engiish  gentlemen  ?     On  this 

account  I  did  not  send  a  letter  at  the  time  when  you  came 

this  way.     Now  the  state  of  affairs  here  ia  thus  :■ — ^On  the 

27th    Zehedja,   Azoph    ul   Dowlah    Behadur,   without    my 

knowledge,  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jaghire.     I  accord- 

jly  wrote  several  times  to  Mr.  Middleton  on  this  business ; 

tat  hia   seal  was  to  the  treaty  and  writing  of  discharge. 

'hy  did  he  not  negotiate  in  my  favour  ?     Mr.  Middleton 

jilied,  the  Nawab  is  the  roaster.     1  wrote  frequently,  but 

without  effect.     Being  helpless,  I  represent  to  you  the  state 

of  my  affairs,  that  notwithstanding   the  eiistence  of  this 

treaty  I  have  been  treated  in  this  manner.     It  is  useless  for 

me  to  stay  here.     Whatever  is,  is  a  compact ;  whenever  any 

le  deviatea  from  hia  compact,  he  meets  with  no  credit  for 

future ;  and  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah, 

ite  to  me  that  he  had  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jaghires, 

id  would  pay  ready  money  from  his  treasury.     Ileflect  on 

ly  security  for  his  adhering  to  his  future  engagements,  from 

le  consideration  of  his  conduct  under  hia  past  promines. 

ilo  not  agree  to  hia  ready  money.     Let  me  have  my  jighfi« 
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as  formerly ;  otherwiBe,  leavmg  this  place,  I  will  wait  on  yoa 
ac  BenareB,  and  tbRnce  will  go  toworda  Shab  Jehan  Abad, 
because  he  lias  not  adhered  to  his  engagemeat.  Send  letters 
to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  to  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Huaeein 
Beza  Khan,  and  Hyder  Beg  Ehan,  not  to  molest  the 
Begum's  jagbire ;  and  to  let  them  remain  aa  formerly  with 
the  Begum's  aumils.  And  it  ia  here  suspected  of  me,  that 
myaumil  plundered  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Gordon.  The 
caae  is  this  :  Mr.  John  &ordon  arrived  at  Tanda,  a  jagbire  ot 
mine,  fighting  with  the  zemindare  of  Akberpoor,  which 
belonga  to  the  Kbalach.  Accordingly,  Mr.  John  Grordon 
having  come  to  Tanda,  my  aumil  performed  whatever  apper- 
tained to  hja  duty.  Afterwards  Mr.  John  Gordon  wrote  to 
me  to  send  my  people,  that  he  might  come  with  them  to 
Ty^shad.  I  sent  people  accordingly  to  bring  Mr.  John  Gor- 
don ;  and  the  said  gentleman  arrived  here  in  complete  safety  : 
and  Mr.  John  Gordon  ia  now  present.  Ask  him  yourself  of 
these  mattera,  Mr.  John  Gordon  will  represent  matters  in 
detail :  the  truth  will  then  become  known,  bow  ill-founded 
the  calumny  ia.  Should  you  come  here  for  a  few  days  it  will 
be  very  well ;  and  if  not,  I  will  wait  on  you ;  and  your 
coming  here  ia  very  necessary,  that  all  my  affairs  may  become 
arranged.  And  send  a  speedy  answer  to  my  letters,  and  a 
letter  to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Hussein 
Reza  Khan,  and  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  on  the  subject  of  ceasing 
to  molest  my  jaghirea  ;  and  aend  me  constantly  news  of 
your  health,  for  my  peace  of  mind  depends  thereon." 

Tbia  letter  waa  transmitted  to  Mr.  Haatings.  I  derire 
your  lordships  will  remark  upon  tbia  letter,  for  it  is  a  moat 
important  one  indeed.  It  ia  hardly  worth  observing  that  all 
this  correspondence  came  out  of  the  various  trunks,  of  which 
your  lordahipa  have  already  heard  ;  and  that  tbia  letter  is  out 
of  the  trunk  of  Mr.  Hastings's  private  Persian  secretarr  and 
interpreter,  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott.  Now,  my  lords,  in  this  let- 
ter there  are  several  things  worthy  of  your  lordahipa'  obser- 
vation. The  first  is,  that  this  woman  is  not  conacions  of 
having  ever  been  accused  of  any  rebellion  ;  the  only  accuaa- 
tion  that  ever  came  to  her  ears  waa,  that  Captain  Gordon 
HBid  that  hia  baggage  bad  been  robbed  by  one  of  her  aumiJa. 
She  denies  the  truth  of  this  charge ;  and  she  producea  testt* 
oioninU  of  their  pood  behaviour  to  aim ;  and,  what  la  tlw 
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en^ntiol  point  of  all,  she  desirea  Mr.  Haatings  to  ftiply  to 
tliia  Mr.  John  Gordon,  and  to  know  from  him  what  truth  or 
falsehood  there  ia  in  that  accusation,  and  what  weight  there 
is  in  the  attestation  she  produces.  "  Mr.  Grordon  ia  now 
preBent,"  Baya  she,  "aak  hini  yourself  of  tiieee  matters." 
This  reaaonable  request  was  not  complied  with.  Mr.  Gordon 
Bweara  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  the  robbery ;  but  he  never 
mentionB  the  paper  he  had  written,  iu  which  he  confessed 
that  he  owed  his  hfe  to  this  very  lady.  No  inquiry  was 
made  into  this  matter.  Colonel  Hannay  was  then  alive ; 
Captain  Gordon  was  alive,  and  she  refers  to  him ;  yet  that 
very  man  was  awom  before  Sir  Elijah  Impev,  and  accuses 
hie  prisoner.  Did  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ma^e  that  attest- 
ation known  to  the  Begums,  whose  letter  at  that  very  time 
was  in  hia  posseasion  in  Mr.  Scott's  trunk — that  very  letter 
in  which  he  ia  desired  to  make  the  inquiry  from  Captain 
Gordon? 

Mr.  Hastings  is  acquainted  with  the  facta  stated  bj  the 
Begiims  and  with  Captain  Gordon's  accusation.  Did  he 
afterwards  inform  her  of  this  accusation,  or  did  he  ask  this 
Captain  Gordon  one  question  in  India,  where  the  matter 
might  be  ventilated  ?  Not  one  word,  my  lords  ;  therefore 
we  fii  upon  him  fraud,  deceit,  and  the  production  of  felse 
evidence,  after  the  woman  had  desired  to  have  the  man 
who  waa  the  eyidence  against  her  examined  upon  the  spot. 
This  he  does  not  do,  but  with  much  more  prudence  he 
brings  him  here.  And  for  what?  To  discredit  his  own 
testimony  and  the  written  evidence.  And  how  does  he  dis- 
credit them  ? — There  are  two  of  these  papers  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read  to  your  lordships. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  E.hSn,  from  Mr. 
G-ordon: — Sirs.  My  indulgent  friends,  remain  uader,  &c. 
Ac.  &c.  After  compliments,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
yon,  that  yeaterday,  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the 
flight  at  Noorgunge,  and  next  morning  about  ten  or  eleven 
o'* clock,  through  your  favour  and  tenevolence,  arrived  safe  at 
Ooondah.  Mur  Aboo  Buhsh  zeaundar  and  Mur  Eustum 
Ally  accompanied  ne." 

"  To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  benign, 
eompaasionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 


i 


226  SPEECH  IN  1 

incrcaee  your  pttjperty,  and  epeedily  grant  me  the  pica 
ou  interview,  until  which  time  continue  to  favour  me  with 
friendly  letters,  and  oblige  me  by  any  commanda  in  my  power 
to  execut-e  ;  may  yonr  wishea  be  ever  crowned  with  success!    , 
My  compliments,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Copy  of  an  address  from  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  Begum  :— 
"Begum  Saib  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  God   I 
preserve.    After  presenting  the  usual  profeaaions  of  servitude, 
&c.  in  the  customary  maimer,  my  address  is  presented." 

"Tour  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your  \ 
servant,  from  GSooudah,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow  hap- 
piness, mcreaae  of  wealth,  and  prosperity.  The  welfare  of  your 
servant  is  entirely  owing  to  your  favour  and  benevolence ;  a 
few  days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  Gooudah,  with  the 
Colonel  Saib," 

"  This  is  presented  for  your  bighneas's  information,  I 
cherish  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that  considering  me  in 
the  light  of  one  of  your  servants,  always  continue  to  exalt  and 
honour  me  with  your  gracious  letters.  May  the  sun  of  pros- 
perity continually  shine." 

These  acknowledgments  of  the  Begum's  friendly  disposition 
and  services  were  concealed  when  the  charge  was  made 
against  this  woman  at  Lucknon-,  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey. 
1  wish  to  impress  this  upon  your  lordships'  mind ;  and  that 
before  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  in  the  trunk  of  Major  Scott, 
his  private  Persian  interpreter,  was  this  letter.  Did  he  make 
that  inquiiT  of  Captain  Gordon  ?  No.  Did  he  make  that 
inquiry  of  Colonel  Ilannay  P  Did  he  make  any  inquiry  into 
the  matter  after  his  perusal  of  these  letters ;  or  did  he  give 
this  poor  woman  any  opportunity  of  obtaining  justice  agamst 
this  Captain  Gordon,  who,  after  acknowledging  that  he  owed 
his  life  to  her  favour,  calumniates  and  traduces  her  to  her 
litter  destruction  ?  No ;  he  never  did,  and  therefore  he  ia 
chargeable,  and  I  charge  him,  with  everything  that  is  wrong- 
ful in  Captain  Gordon's  evidence. 

These  papers,  which  carry  with  them  a  clear  refutation  of 
all  the  charges  against  the  Begums,  are  never  once  produced, 
though  Captain  Gordon  was  referred  to  expressly  for  inquiry 
asd  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction,  by  the  woman  ' 
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r  self.  Tou  hear  nothing  of  them ;  there  ia  ao  appearance  (if 
w  them  in  the  affidarita ;  no  such  papers  were  laid  before  tlie 
[.  Bupreifie  council ;  none  were  tmnamitted  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectora:  but  at  last  the  Houee  of  Comnioua  having  come  at 
tlie  truth  of  this  matter,  Mr.  Hastings,  not  daring  to  deny 
the  existence  of  these  papers,  brings  Captain  Q-ordon  to  be 
examined  here,  in  order  to  prove  that  papers  which  be  liad 
himself  written  were  false.  Is  tbis  to  be  tolerated  ?  What 
will  your  lordships  think  of  a  man  that  comes  to  attest  liis 
own  infamy,  to  declare  that  he  has  written  papers  containing 
felsehoods,  and  to  invalidate  the  false  testimony  which  be 
had  before  given  ?  Is  he  to  be  suffered,  I  say,  to  come  here, 
and  endeavour  to  prove  the  absolute  fiilsity  of  his  own  deeds 
by  his  own.  evidence  ? 

The  nest  point  for  your  lordships'  consideration  is  the  evi- 
dence which  be  produces  to  prove  the  falsity  of  a  paper  writ- 
ten by  himself.  Why,  he  himself  is  the  sole  evidence.  And 
how  does  be  prove  it  ?  Why,  says  be,  the  reason  of  my  writ- 
ing that  letter  was  this ;  she  hod  sent  a  person  with  me  as  an 
escort,  and  tbis  person  was  desirous  of  receiving  some  proof 
that  he  had  done  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  a  com- 

fdaiaant  letter.  I  meant  nothing  by  it.  It  was  written  mere- 
y  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  man.  Now,  is  that  the  way  in 
"wbieb  formal  and  solemn  letters,  written  upon  great  occasions 
to  great  people,  are  to  be  explained  away  P  If  he  bad  said 
nothing  but — your  servant,  such  a  one,  has  done  hia  duty, 
— this  explanation  might  pass.  But,  you  see,  it  baa  another 
complexion.  It  speaks  of  his  owing  his  life  to  her.  But  if 
ou  admit  that  it  ia  possible  (for  possibilities  have  an  un- 
known extent)  that  he  wrote  such  a  letter  at  such  a  time, 
and  for  such  a  purpose,  and  that  the  letter  he  wrote  wa^ 
false,  and  that  the  falsity  of  the  letter  ia  proved  by  bis  own 
testimony,  given  in  an  affidavit,  which  we  have  also  reason 
to  believe  ia  false,  your  lordships  must  at  the  same  time  admit 
that  it  is  one  of  the  most  complex  pieces  of  fi-aud  and  false- 
hood that  I  believe  ever  existed  in  the  world.  But  it  is  worse 
'than  all  this.  There  is  another  letter,  written  some  days  after, 
'ffhich  I  wUl  read  to  you,  and  which  be  baa  not  pretended  to 
say  was  written  only  to  testify  that  a  messenger  had  executed 
his  commission  properly :—" Tour  graeioua  letter"  (he  thus 
viitea),  "in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your  servant  from 
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Gooudah,  eialted  me.     From  the  eoDtents,  I  became  i 
fapeakably  impreased  with  the  honour  it  conferred." 

My  lords,  thia  letter  was  Dot  sent  back  by  a  mesaenger,  in 
ttcknowledgment  of  hia  having  done  his  duty ;  hut  waa  writ- 
ten in  consequence  of  a  coireapon deuce  in  the  nature  of  a 
jietition,  for  something  or  other,  which  he  made  to  the  Be- 
^um.  That  petition  they  have  suppreaaed  and  sunk.  It  ia 
plain,  however,  that  the  petition  had  been  sent,  and  was 
granted ;  and  therefore  the  apology  tbat  is  made  for  the  for- 
mer letter  does  not  apply  to  thia  letter,  which  waa  written 
afterwards. 

How  then  do  they  attempt  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  ? 
Why,  says  Captain  Gk)rdon,  "  the  Colonel  Saih  (by  whom 
was  meant  Colonel  Hauuay)  was  not  at  Gooudah,  as  stated 
in  the  letter,  hut  at  Succara,  about  eighteen  milea  from  it,  and 
therefore  you  ought  not  to  pay  much  regard  to  this  paper : " 
but  he  does  not  deny  the  letter,  nor  waa  it  poaaible  for  hira 
to  deny  it.  He  says.  Colonel  Hannay  was  not  there ;  hut 
how  do  we  know  whether  Colonel  Huunay  was  there  or  not  ? 
We  have  only  hia  own  word  for  it ; — but  suppoaing  he  waa 
not  there,  anil  that  it  was  clearly  proved  that  lie  was  eighteen 
miles  distant  irom  it,  Major  Naylor  waa  certainly  with  Cap- 
tain Gordon  at  the  time.  Might  not  his  Persian  scribe  (for 
he  does  not  pretend  to  say  he  wrote  the  letter  himself)  take 
Major  Naylor  for  a  colonel  (for  he  was  the  superior  officer  to 
Captain  Gordon),  and  think  him  the  Colonel  Saih  i"  for  errors 
of  that  kind  may  be  committed  in  our  own  country.  Every 
day  we  may  take  a  major  for  a  lieutenant-colonel.  Thia  was 
an  error  that  might  easily  have  happened  in  such  a  case.  He 
was  in  as  high  rank  aa  Colonel  Hannay,  for  Colonel  Hannay 
at  that  time  was  only  a  major;  I  do  not  believe  either  of 
them  was  properly  entitled  to  the  name  of  Colonel  Saib.  I 
am  aahamed,  my  lords,  to  be  obliged  to  remark  upon  thia 
prevarication.  Their  own  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  their  own 
written  acta,  by  contradictory  evidence  and  false  construc- 
tions, sufficiently  clear  these  women  of  the  Crimea  of  which 
thiiy  were  accused  ;  and  I  may  now  ask  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  bow  he  darea  to  produce  Captain  Gordon  here — how  he 
dnrea  thus  to  insult  the  Peers — how  he  dares  thus  to  insult 
the  public  justice  of  hia  country;  after  not  having  dared 
to  inquire  upon  the  spot  of  thia  man  to  whom  ' 


by  ths  Begums,  for  an  account  of  this  very  troiia- 

1  hope  your  lordBhipB  have  got  enough  cf  this  kind  of  evi- 
dence. All  the  rest  is  of  the  same  hatch  oud  of  the  same 
descnption  ;  made  up  of  nothing  hut  hearsays,  except  in  one 
particular  only.  This  I  shall  now  mention  to  your  lordships. 
Colonel  Popham  and  another  gentleman  have  told  you  that 
in  a  battle  with  Cheit  Sing's  forces,  they  took  prisoners  two 
wounded  nudjeevea,  or  swordsmen,  and  that  these  men  told 
them  that  they  were  sent  there  by  the  Begums :  that  they  had 
got  two  rupees  and  two  wounds  ;  but  that  they  thought  two 
rupees  a  had  compenastion  for  two  wounds.  TTiese  two  meu, 
with  their  two  wounds  and  two  rupees,  had  however  been 
dismissed.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  accident  was  cuu- 
eidered  by  these  officers  to  be  of  consequence  enough  to 
make  them  ever  tell  one  word  of  it  to  Mr,  Hastings,  though 
they  knew  he  was  collecting  eridence  of  the  disaffection  of 
the  Begums,  of  all  kinds,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  from  all 
Borta  of  persons. 

My  lords,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
matter ;  because  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  outrageous 
violations  of  your  lordships'  dignity,  and  the  greatest  insult 
that  was  ever  offered  to  a  court  of  justice.  A  nudjeeve  ia  a 
Holdier  armed  with  a  sword.  It  appears  in  evidence  that  the 
Nabob  had  several  corps  of  nudjeeves  in  his  service  ;  that  the 
Begums  had  some  nudjeeves ;  and  that  Colonel  Hannay  had 
a  corps  of  niidjeeves.  It  is  well  known  that  every  prince  in 
Hindostan  has  soldiers  of  that  description,  in  like  manner 
probably  as  the  princes  of  Europe  have  their  guards.  The 
whole  then  amounts  to  this  ;  that  a  story  told  by  two  men 
who  were  wounded  in  an  action  far  from  the  place  from 
which  they  were  supposed  to  come,  who  were  not  regularly 
examined,  not  cross-examined,  not  even  kept  for  examina- 
tion, and  whose  evidence  was  never  reported,  is  to  be  a  rea- 
aoa  why  you  are  to  believe  that  these  Begums  were  concerned 
in  a  rebeUion  against  their  son,  and  deserved  to  forfeit  all 
their  lands  and  goods,  and  to  suffer  the  indignities  that  we 
have  stated. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  mention  so  scandalous  a 
thing ;  but  let  us  put  a  cose,  let  us  suppose  that  we  had  a'' 
eiiaed  Mr.  Hastings  of  instigating  the  Bajah  of  Beror  to  £alj 
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upon  Bome  of  the  country  powers  ;  and  that  the  avidence  we 
produced  at  your  bar  to  prove  it  waa,  that  nn  officer  hsd 
taken  two  nudjeevea,  who  declared  they  were  instigated  by 
Mr.  Hastings  to  go  into  the  service  of  that  Hajah.  Gould 
Tou  bear  such  a  thing  ?  would  you  suffer  such  evidence  to  be 
produced  ?  or  do  you  think  that  we  ehould  have  so  little  re- 
gard for  our  own  reputation,  aa  to  venture  to  produce  auch 
evidence  before  you  ?  Again  we  ha*e  charged  Mr.  Hastings 
with  commiting  several  acts  of  violence  against  the  Begums. 
Let  US  suppoee  our  proof  to  be,  that  two  persona  who  never 
appeared  oefore  nor  since,  that  two  grenadiers  in  English 
uniforms  (which  would  be  a  great  deal  stronger  than  the 
case  of  the  nudjeevea,  because  tney  have  no  particular  uniform 
belonging  to  them),  that  two  English  grenadiers,  1  say,  had 
been  taken  prisoners  in  some  action  and  let  go  again,  who 
said  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  instigated  them  to  make  war 
upon  the  Beguras,  would  your  lordships  suffer  such  evidence 
to  be  produced  before  you  P  No ;  and  yet  two  of  the  first 
women  in  India  are  to  be  stripped  of  aU  they  have  in  the 
world  upon  no  better  evidence  than  that  which  you  would 
utterly  reject. 

Tou  would  not  disgrace  the  British  peerage,  you  would 
not  disgrace  this  court  of  justice,  you  would  not  disgrace 
human  reason  itself,  by  confiscating  on  auch  evidence  the 
meanest  property  of  the  meanest  wretch.  You  would  not 
subject  to  the  smallest  fine  for  the  smallest  delinijuency,  upon 
such  evidence.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  in  an  action  of 
assault  and  battery,  or  in  an  action  for  the  smallest  sum,  such 
evidence  would  be  scouted  as  odious  and  contemptible,  even 
supposing  that  a  perfect  reliance  might  be  placed  upon  its 
truth.  And  yet  this  is  the  sort  of  evidence  upon  which  the 
property,  the  dignity,  and  the  rank  of  some  of  the  first  per« 
sons  in  Asia  are  to  be  destroyed  ;  by  which  a  British  guar- 
antee and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  of  the  parliament  itself  which  sent  out  this  man,  are 
to  be  forfeited. 

Observe,  besides,  my  lords,  that  the  two  swordsmen  said 
they  were  sent  by  the  Begums.  Now  they  could  not  be  sent 
bv  the  Begums  m  their  own  person.  This  was  a  thing  in 
India  impoaaible.  They  might,  indeed,  have  been  sent  by 
Jewar  and  Befaar  Ali  JChan  :  and  then  we  ask  agaiu,  h»« 
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name  theae  ministers  not  to  be  called  to  an  account  at  the 
time  P  why  were  tbey  not  called  upon  for  their  muster-rolls 
of  these  nudjeevea  ?  Ko ;  these  men  and  women  suffer  the 
penalty,  but  they  never  hear  the  accusation  nor  the  evidence. 
But  to  proceed  with  the  endence  of  this  pretended  rebel- 
liou.  Captain  Williams  has  told  your  lordships,  that  he  oncfi 
had  a  great  number  of  letters  and  papers  to  prove  this  rebel- 
lion of  the  Begums.  But  he  declares  that  be  has  lost  oil 
these  letters.  A  search  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  Mr  Hast- 
inga'a  record-office,  called  a  trunk ;  and  accordingly  in  the 
trunk  is  found  a  poper  worthy  of  such  a  place  and  such  a 
cause.  This  letter,  wnieb  has  been  made  use  of  to  criminate 
the  Begums,  has  not  their  names  mentioned,  nor  is  there  any 
posaibility  of  their  being  included  in  it.  By  this  paper  which 
IB  preserved  you  may  judge  of  the  whole  of  the  papers  that 
are  lost.  Such  a  letter,  I  believe,  was  never  before  brought 
Bs  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice.  It  is  a  letter  said  to  have 
been  intercepted,  and  is  as  foUows  : 

"  To  the  moat  noble  •  *  •  *  *  -whose  prosperity  be  ever- 
lasting. It  is  represented  that  the  nugust  Purwannh  (com- 
mand) having  completed  his  bonour^tble  arrival  on  the  16th 
of  the  month  in  the  evening,  highly  exalted  me  ;  it  is  ordered 
that  I  should  charge  Medeporee  and  the  other  enrolled  sepoys 
belonging  to  my  d.istrict,  and  take  bonds  from  them  that  none 
of  them  go  for  service  to  the  Bajah  ;  and  that  when  four 
hundred  or  five  hundred  men,  nudjeeves  aud  otliers,  are  col- 
lected, I  should  send  them  to  the  presence,  according  to  the 
order  I  have  written  to  Brejunekar  Shah  Eehemet  TJlIa,  who 
u  in  Bhooaparah,  charging  him  to  take  bonds  from  them  ; 
and  thofc  whatever  sepoys  fit  for  service  are  collected,  he 
ahould  send  to  the  presence.  As  at  this  time  the  wind  is 
oontrary,  the  sepoys  will  not  •  •  •  •  without  travelling 
charges ;  for  I  have  learnt  from  o  letter  previously  received 
from  Brejunekar  Shah  Kehemet  Fllah,  that  the  people  there 
also  are  badly  inclined ;  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  unalterable 
glory  shall  he  "  •  •  •  •  Zehau  Beg  and  the  nudjeeves  who 
^^^  ■were  in  the  fort  of  Aneelab  have  gone  off  to  Gooruckpore," 


This  is  a  letter  of  somebody  or  other,  employed  by  some- 
'  idy  or  other  for  the  recruiting  service  j  it  abauld  seem  by 
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the  word  "  preaence,"  somebody  employed  In  enlisting  forces 
for  the  Nabob.  The  charge  agninst  the  Begum  wae,  that  aha 
had  joined  with  the  rebelHouB  rajahs  to  exterraioate  ber 
eon's  goTemment  and  the  English  influence  in  that  coimtiy. 
In  this  very  paper  you  see  that  the  soldiers  entering  into  that 
service,  and  officers  who  are  to  contract  for  soldiers,  are  ex- 
pressly bound  not  to  join  the  rajahs  ;  and  this  they  produce 
u  proof  that  the  Bej^ums  had  joined  the  rajahs,  and  bad 
joined  thera  in  a  rebellion  for  the  pur])ose  of  exterminating 
their  Hon,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  Euglisb  aflerwards. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  makes  their  onTi  acta 
the  refutation  of  their  false  pretences.  This  letter  says  that 
the  country  is  disallected,  and  it  mentions  the  ill-disposed 
parts  of  the  country.  Now  we  all  know  that  the  country 
was  ill-disposed  ;  and  we  may  therefore  conclude  this  paper 
was  written  by,  and  addressed  to,  some  person  who  was  em- 
ployed against  the  persona  so  ill-disposed :  namely,  the  very 
rajahs  so  mentioned  before.  The  prisoner's  counsel,  after 
producing  this  paper,  bad  the  candour  to  declare  that  they 
did  not  see  what  use  could  be  made  of  it.  No,  to  be  sure, 
they  do  not  see  what  use  can  be  made  of  it  for  their  cause ; 
but  I  see  the  use  that  can  be  made  of  it  against  their  cause. 
I  say  that  the  lost  papere  upon  which  they  do  bo  much  insist 
deserve  no  consideration,  when  the  only  paper  that  they  have 
preserved  operates  directly  against  them  ;  and  that  therefore 
we  may  safely  infer,  that,  if  we  had  the  rest  of  the  contcmta 
of  this  trunk,  wo  should  probably  find  them  make  as  strongly 
against  them  as  this  paper  does.  Tou  have  no  reason  to 
judge  of  them  otherwise  than  by  the  specimen  ;  for  how  can 
you  judge  of  what  is  lost  but  from  what  remains  ? 

The  mau  who  bid  these  papers  in  his  trunk  never  under- 
stood one  word  of  the  Persian  language,  and  consequently 
was  liable  to  every  kind  of  mistake,  even  though  he  meant 
well.  But  who  is  this  man  ?  Why  it  is  Captain  ■Williams, 
the  man  who  in  his  affidavits  never  mentioned  the  Begums 
without  mentioning  Saadit  Ali.  It  is  Captoin  Williams 
whom  we  charge  to  have  murdered  a  principal  man  of  the 
eountiy  by  his  own  band,  without  law  or  legal  process.  It 
\  m  Captain  Williams,  one  of  those  British  officers  whom  Mr. 
Ilea  states  to  be  the  pests  of  the  country.  This  is  the 
Ties  here  as  endenoe  against  these  women,  arid 
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produces  this  monstrous  paper.  All  the  evidence  they  had 
iroduced  to  you  amounts  to  uo  more  than  that  auch  a  man 
tlievei  Buch  a  man  heard  of  mmelhing :  &aA  to  close  the 
bole  of  this  hearsay  aceount,  Sir  Elijali  Impey,  who  always 
comes  in  as  a  Bupplement,  declnrea  that  no  man  douhted  of 
the  ensteuce  of  this  rehellion  and  of  the  guilt  of  the  Beguras, 
any  more  than  of  the  rebellion  of  1745  ;  a  comjiarison  which, 
I  must  say,  is,  by  way  of  evidence,  a  httle  indecorous  in  a 
chief  justice  of  India. 

Your  lordships  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  rebellion  to  know,  that  when  Lord  Lovat  was  tried 
at  this  bar,  the  proceedings  against  him  were  not  founded  on 
second-hand  hearsay.  The  existence  of  the  rebellion  ot 
1745  was  proved,  notwithstanding  its  notoriety ;  but  neither 
notoriety  nor  proof  would  have  signified  anything,  if  Lord 
Lovat's  participation  in  it  had  not  been  brought  home  to  him 
directly,  personally,  and  particularly.  Tet  a  chief  justice, 
sent  to  India  to  represent  the  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown  of 
England,  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  at  your  bar,  that  no  more 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  eiiatence  either  of  the  re- 
bellion or  the  guilt  of  the  Begums,  than  of  the  rebellion  in 
1745.  Besides,  he  forgets  that  he  himself  carried  the  order 
to  confiscate  these  people's  property  without  any  trial  what- 
ever. But  this  ia  the  way  of  proceeding  by  an  English  chief 
justice  in  India — a  chief  justice  who  had  rendered  himself 
the  instrument,  the  letter-carrier,  the  messenger — I  had 
almost  said,  the  executioner  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

From  this  view  of  the  whole  matter,  your  lordships  will 
form  an  estimate  of  the  spirit  of  Indian  government  and  In- 
dian justice.  But  to  blow  away  and  to  put  an  end  to  all 
thear  Mse  pretences,  their  hearsays,  and  talks  of  nudjeeves 
and  wounds  and  the  like,  I  ask  who  is  the  first  witness  that 
we  have  produced  upon  this  occasion  ?  It  ia  the  Nabob  him- 
m\i,  negativiog  all  these  pretences.  Did  he  believe  them  ?  , 
Not  a  word  from  him  of  any  rebellion  actual  or  suspected.  ', 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  indeed  said  that  he  was  obliged  to  wheel 
round  and  to  avoid  that  dangerous  place  Fyzabad.  His 
friends  urged  him  to  this.^For  God's  sake,  say  they,  have  a 
reverend  care  of  your  sacred  person  1  What  will  become  of 
the  justice  of  India  ?  What  wiil  become  of  the  natives,  if 
yoii,  their  legitimabe  protector,  should  fiill  into  the  hands  of 
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those  -wicked  rebellioua  women  at  Fyzabad  ?  But  althougli 
*nt  chief  justice  does  this,  the  Nabob,  whose  depoaitioD  is 
Mid  to  be  the  first  object  of  this  rebellion,  takes  leave  of  Mr. 
ilaBtin^  at  the  very  moment  when  it  is  raging  in  the  high- 
eat  possible  degree,  and  gnliops  into  its  very  focUB. 

And  under  what  circuniBtancea  doea  be  do  this  P  He  bad 
brought  some  considerable  forces  with  him.  No  man  of  his 
rank  in  that  country  ever  goes  without  them.  He  left  a  part 
of  these  forces  with  Mr.  Hastings,  notwithstanding  he  was 
going  into  the  centre  of  the  rebellion.  He  then  went  on 
with  a  corps  of  about  a  thousand  horse.  He  even  left  a  part 
of  these  with  Sir.  Middleton,  and  galloped,  attended  by  a  few 
horse,  into  the  very  capital,  where  the  Begums,  we  are  told, 
had  tea  thousand  armed  men.  He  put  himself  into  their 
power,  and  not  satisfied  with  this,  the  very  first  thing  we 
hear  of  him  after  his  arrival  is,  that  he  paid  his  mother  a 
friendly  visit.  Thus  rushing  into  the  den  of  a  lioness  who 
was  going  to  destroy  her  own  whelp.  Is  it  to  be  credited, 
my  lords,  that  a  prince  would  act  thus  who  believed  that  a 
conspiracy  was  formed  against  him  hy  his  own  mother  ?  li 
it  to  be  credited  that  any  man  wouid  trust  a  mother  who, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  nature  and  policy,  had  conspired 
to  destroy  her  own  sou  ? 

Upon  this  matter  your  lordships  have  the  evidence  of  Cap- 
tain Edwards,  who  was  aide-de-camp  to  the  Nabob,  who  was 
about  his  person,  hia  attendant  at  ChuBHr,  and  his  attendant 
back  again.  I  am  not  producing  this  to  exculpate  the  Be- 
gums ; — for  I  say  you  cannot  try  them  here ;  you  have  not 
the  parties  before  you ;  they  ought  to  have  been  tried  on  the 
spot ; — but  I  am  going  to  demonstrate  the  iuiqujty  of  this 
aoominahle  plot  beyond  all  doubt,  for  it  is  necessary  your 
lordships  should  know  the  length,  breadth,  and  depth  ot  this 
mystery  of  iniquity. 

Captain  Edwards  being  asked — ""Whether  he  ever  heard 
any  native  of  credit  and  authority  in  the  Nabob's  dominions, 
who  appeared  to  believe  the  rebellion  of  the  Begums  ?—A. 
No,  I  never  did.  Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Nabob  gave  credit  to  it  ? — A.  I  really  cannot  rightly 
presume  to  say  whether  the  Nabob  did  or  did  not ;  but  1  am 
'  w>t  to  believe  that  he  did  not.  Q.  Have  you  any  reason,  and 
belief  about  it  ? — A.  I  have.    I  think  if  ha 
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JHoppoaeil  the  rebellion  CTer  existed  nt  Fyiobad,  he  would 
■live  been  tbe  first  person  to  take  and  give  tlie  slann  to  tlie 
JBritish  troopa.  Q.  And  no  such  alarm  was  taken  or  given 
to  the  Britieti  troopa  ? — A.  No,  I  think  not ;  as  I  was  always 
llwut  his  person  and  in  the  camp,  I  think  I  certainly  must 
Uare  known  it  or  heard  of  it ;  but  1  never  did." 

We  assure  your  lordships  you  will  find  upon  your  printed 
niiniiteB,  that  Captain  Edwards  aajB  he  was  i;redibly  informed 
tint  the  Nabob  left  behind  him  a  pan  of  his  guard  of  horse ; 
Md  that  so  desirous  was  he  to  go  into  the  power  of  this  cruel 
-^lioness,  his  mother,  that  he  advanced,  as  he  is  a  vigorous 
^Uo,  and  a  bold  and  spirited  rider,  leaving  all  his  guards  be- 
and  him,  and  rode  before  them  into  the  middle  of  Fy^abad. 
"^here  is  some  more  evidenue  to  the  same  purpoae  in  an- 
''•Wer  to  the  queation  put  next  to  that  which  I  read  before. 
"  Q-  When  you  din  hear  of  the  rebellion,  did  not  you  un- 
derstand it  to  have  been  alleged  that  one  object  of  it  was  to 
dethrone  the  Nabob  himself,  aa  weO  as  to  extirpate  the  Eng- 
lish P — A.  I  understood  that  the  intention  of  the  princesses, 
the  BeguHiH,  was  to  extirpate  the  English  troops  out  of  tjie 
country  and  out  of  those  dominions,  and  likewise  to  depose 
her  son,  and  set  another  son,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  great- 
er favourite  of  that  family,  upon  the  throne,  in  the  room  of 
the  present  Nabob,  and  that  son's  name  is  Saadit  Ali, 
I  have  only  heard  this  from  report,  I  hiive  no  other  know- 
ledge bat  mere  report-.  I  understood  from  the  report,  she 
was  to  estirpate  the  English,  and  depose  her  son,  who  is  now 
upon  the  throne.  Q.  Was  it  after  or  before  the  seizing  of 
the  treasures,  that  you  heard  a  circumstantial  account  of  the 
supposed  object  of  the  rebellion  ?—A.  The  report  was  more 
general  after  the  seizing  of  the  treasures ;  but  yet  there  were 
reports  prevailing  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  our  troops  were 
sent  there  in  consequence  of  the  charge  that  was  made  by 
Coionel  Hannny  and  some  of  his  officers,  of  a  rebellion  exist- 
ing then  at  Fyzabad,  or  having  existed,  I  cannot  rightly  say 
which.  Q.  Was  that  report  after  the  order  for  the  troops 
to  march  to  Fyzabad  P — A.  It  was  more  ceneral,  it  was  very 

Eeral  then  when  the  troopa  did  maren  there,  and  more 
eral  after  the  seizing  of  the  treasures.  Q.  When  did 
troops  first  march  P — A.  It  was  some  time  in  the  month 
January,  I  believe  in  the  year  1782.     Q.     While  jou 
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■was  B'itli  the  Nabob  in  passing  from  Lucfcnow  to  ChunaF, 
anJ  whDe  you  was  with  him,  or  the  army  retumiug  from 
Chunar,  did  you  then,  out  of  the  whole  army  regular  or  irre- 
gular, ever  hear  of  any  report  of  the  Begums  being  in,  rebel- 
lion ?— j1.  No  ;  1  do  not  recollect  I  ever  did.  Q.  Upon  cross- 
eiamiuatiott — do  you  recollect  at  what  time  in  August,  1781, 
you  left  Lucknow  to  proceed  with  the  Nabob  to  Chunar  ? — 
A.  No ;  I  cannot  rightly  mention  the  date ;  all  that  I  know 
is  this,  that  I  accompanied  the  Nabob,  Mr.  Middleton,  and 
hia  attendants  all  the  way  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar ; — I 
really  cannot  recollect,  I  have  no  notes,  and  it  is  bo  distant 
a  time  since  that  I  do  not  recollect  the  particulars  of  the 
month  or  the  day ;  but  I  recollect  perfectly  I  at-eompanied 
the  Nabob  all  the  way  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar,  and  re- 
turned again  with  him  until  he  struck  off  on  the  road  for 
Fyzabad." 

Your  lordships  see  plainly  the  whole  of  this  matter ;  when 
they  had  resolved  to  seize  the  Begums'  treasures,  they  propa- 
gated this  report  just  in  proportion  to  their  acta.  As  they 
proceeded,  the  report  grew  hotter  and  hotter.  This  man 
tells  you  when  it  was  that  the  propagation  of  this  report  first 
began,  when  it  grew  hot,  and  when  it  was  in  its  greatest 
heat.  He  tells  you  that  not  one  native  of  credit  in  the 
country  believed  it ;  that  he  did  not  think  the  Nabob  himself 
believed  it;  and  he  gives  a  reason  that  speaks  for  itself, 
namely,  that  he,  the  Nabob,  would  have  been  the  firet  man 
to  give  the  alarm  if  he  believed  in  a  rebellion,  as  he  waa  to 
be  the  object  of  it. 

He  says  the  English  were  the  principal  spreadera  of  the 
report.  It  waa  in  fact  a  wicked  report  propagated  by  Mr. 
Middleton  and  the  English  agents,  for  thepurposeof  justify- 
ing their  iniquitous  spuhation  of  the  Begums. 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  matter  stands  upon  the 
ground  of  rebellion,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Gilpm's  and 
Hyder  Beg  Khan's  testimony.  This  last  man  we  have  proved 
to  have  been  kept  in  his  office  by  Mr.  Hastings's  influence, 
and  to  have  been  entirely  under  his  government.  When 
this  dependant  comes  to  give  his  attestation,  he  gives  a  long 
account  of  all  the  proceedings  of  Cheit  Sing's  rehelUon,  with 
which  the  rebellion  charged  on  the  Begums  was  supposed  to 
be  coincident ;  and  he  ends  it  very  remarkably — ^that  he  telh 
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tlie  whole  truth,  and  notliine  but  the  truth.  But  it  is  also 
remarkable,  that  even  this  Hvder  Beg  Khftn  never  mentions 
by  name  the  rebellion  of  the  Begums,  nor  aays  that  he  ever 
heard  a  word  about  it ;  a  strong  proof  that  be  did  not  dare, 
in  the  face  of  bia  country,  to  give  countenance  to  such  a 
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Major  Gilpin's  evidence  leaves  not  even  the  sliadow  of  a 
pretence  for  tiiia  charge.  He  had  the  Begums  and  their 
eunuchs  under  bia  cuatody  for  a  full'yenr;  he  was  strictlv 
ordered  to  watch  them  and  to  guard  them,  and  during  all 
that  time  be  lived  at  Fyzabad.  He  wna  the  man  who  com- 
manded the  troops  ;  who  had  all  the  witnesses  in  his  power ; 
who  bad  daily  access  to  all  parties  at  Fyzabad ;  and  who, 
moreover,  was  a  person  attached  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  hear  read  to  you 
this  part  of  Major  Gilpin'a  evidence: — "  Q.  Had  you  any 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  character  of  the  Begums,  and 
vbether  they  were  disatfected  to  our  government  ?— .4.  I  had 
.■very  good  opportunity  of  knowing,  from  the  circumstance 
"my  having  commanded  so  long  there;  the  elder  Begum, 

waa  generally  understood  (and  I  have  reason  to  believe), 
was  disaffected  to  our  government ;  and  my  sentiments  of 
her  conduct  stand  recorded  in  my  correspondence  to  the  court 
of  Luckaow  to  that  effect ;  but  with  reapect  to  the  Bow  Be- 
gam,  I  acquit  her  entirely  of  any  disaifection  to  our  govern- 
ment, so  far  aa  comes  to  my  knowledge ;  appearances  were 
for  some  time  against  her,  but  on  cool,  deliberate  inquiry,  I 
found  there  was  no  ground  for  supposing  her  guilty  of  any 
rebellious  principles,  at  the  time  of  Cheit  Sing's  rebellion. 
Q.  Whether  that,  according  to  your  belief,  is  not  your  pre- 
sent opinion  ? — A.  I  think  I  have  answered  that  very  fiiOy, 
that  it  was  upon  those  very  principles  that  I  did  form  an 
opinion  of  her  innocence ;  how  far  they  are  justifiable  or 
right,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say  upon  oath  ;  there  waa 
no  one  circumstance  that  came  to  my  knowledge  during  my 
residence  at  Fyzabad,  or  my  residence  in  India,  that  I  would 
wish  to  withhold  from  your  lordships,  Q.  Ton  state  here, 
upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  ;  what  waa  that  cool,  deliberate 
inquiry  P — A.  That  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  was  the  conversa- 
tiona  I  had  with  the  ministers  and  the  people  of  Fyzabad, 


I 


2:iS  SFEZCB   IS   TKE  niPE^CHUEKf  OF 

■lid  the  letlers  from  herself  expressing  her  isaoceaue  ;  ami 
It  appeaml  to  me  Irom  those  letters  that  ehe  really  was  our 
friend  and  allj." 

Rie  same  wituew  goea  on  aflerwarda  to  say  : — "  Q.  I  ua- 
deratood  you  to  eav,  thai  originally  the  report  prevailed  with 
respect  to  both  the  Begums,  but  that  vou  was  induced  to  alter 
th^  opinion  with  respect  to  the  younger  Begum,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr,  Gordon's  letters  and  the  intelligeuce  of  some 
of  her  ministers  and  other  persons  j  were  not  those  other 
persons  in  the  interest  of  the  younger  Begum  ?^A.  In  ge- 
neral the  town  of  FvEabad  were  in  her  interest.  Q.  In  what 
sense  do  you  mean  generally  in  her  interest ;  were  the  per- 
aona  you  conversed  with  merely  those  who  were  in  ber  ser- 
vice and  household,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Fyzabad  in  gener- 
al ? — A.  Both  ;  1  held  conversations  with  both  her  own  body 
servants  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  [A  liltle  lower 
down  in  (he  tame  page.']  "What  do  you  mean  by  the  word 
rebellion,  as  applied  l«  the  Begums  ;  in  what  sense  do  you 
use  it  p — A.  In  raising  troops  and  in  other  acts  of  rebelhon, 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  Q.  Against  whom  ? 
— A.  Against  the  Nabob's  government  and  the  British  go- 
vernment jointly  ;  but  I  beg  to  know  the  particular  time  and 
circumstance  the  question  alludes  to.  Q.  I  understand  you 
to  have  said,  you  understood  the  elder  Begum  was  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  rebellion  ;  in  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word 
rebellion  ?  did  you  say  the  elder  Begum  was  in  a  constant 
state  of  rebellion  ? — A.  I  always  understood  her  to  be  dis- 
affected to  the  English  government ;  it  might  not  be  a  proper 
expression  of  mine,  the  word  rebellion.  Q.  Do  you  know 
of  any  act  by  the  elder  Begum  against  the  Vizier  ? — A.  I 
cannot  state  any.  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  act  which  you 
coll  rebellion,  committed  by  the  elder  Begum  against  the 
Company  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  circuraatance, 
only  it  was  generally  supposed  that  she  was  disaffected  to 
the  Company.  Q.  What  acts  of  disaffection  or  hostility 
towards  the  English  do  you  allude  to,  when  you  speak  of 
the  conversation  of  the  world  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  have  an- 
swered that  question  as  fully  as  I  can,  that  it  was  nothing 
but  conversation,  that  I  knew  of  no  particular  act  or  deed 

'\BH  declares 
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that  upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  mate  at  Fyiabad  from  al! 
tlie  iimabitnutB,  he  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  any 
rebellion.  That  aa  to  the  Bow  Begum,  the  grandinotlier,  who 
was  a  peraon  that  could  only  be  charged  with  it  in  a  second- 
ary degree,  and  aa  conspiring  with  the  other,  he  says,  he 
knowe  no  facta  against  ner ;  except  that  at  the  battle  of 
Buzar,  in  the  year  1764,  she  had  used  some  odd  expressions 
concerning  the  Engliah,  who  were  then  at  war  with  her  son, 
Sujah  Dowlah.  This  was  long  before  we  had  any  empire  or 
pretence  to  empire  in  that  part  of  India ;  therefore  the  es- 
preseion  of  a  rebellion,  which  he  had  used  with  regard  to  her, 

be  acknowledged,  improper  ;  and  that  he  only  meant  he 

formed  some  opinion  of  her  disaffection  to  the  English. 

As  to  the  Begum,  he  positively  acquits  her  of  any  rebel- 
lion. If  be  therefore  did  not  know  it,  who  was  an  active 
officer  in  the  very  centre  of  the  alleged  rebellion,  and  who 
waa  in  poBaeBsion  of  all  the  persona  from  whom  information 
was  to  be  got,  who  had  the  eunucha  in  prison,  and  might 
have  charged  them  with  this  rebeUion,  and  might  have  ex- 
amined and  croBs-eiamined  them  at  his  pleasure  ;  if  this  man 
knew  nothing  about  it,  your  lordships  will  judge  of  the  false- 
hood of  this  wicked  rumour,  apread'abont  from  hand  to  hand, 
and  which  was  circulated  by  persons  who  at  the  same  time 
have  declared  that  they  never  heard  of  it,  before  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  went  up  into  the  country,  the  meaaenger  of  Mr.  Uast- 

gs'a  orders,  to  seize  the  treasures  of  the  Beguma,  and  com- 

lasioned  to  procure  evidence  in  justification  of  that  violence 

'  robbery. 

V  go  to  another  part  of  this  evidence.  There  ia  a 
they  call  Hoolns  Itoi ;  a  man  in  the  employment  of 
the  resident,  Mr.  Middleton.  The  gentlemen  who  are  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  have  exclaimed, — Oh  !  he  was  nothing  but  a 
news  writer.  "WTiat !  do  yon  take  any  notice  of  him  ? 
Tour  lordships  would  imagine  that  the  man  whom  they  treat 
in  this  manner,  and  whose  negative  evidence  they  think  lit 
to  despise,  was  no  better  than  the  writers  of  those  scandalous 
paragrapha  which  are  published  in  our  daily  pjpers,  to  mis- 
represent the  proceedings  of  this  court  to  the  public.  But 
■who  in  fact  is  this  Hoolaa  Eoi,  whom  they  represent,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  day,  to  be  nothing  but  a  news  writer  1* 
I  will  read  to  your  lordships  a  etter  from  Major  Naylor  to 
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Colonel  Jaquea,  commanding  the  second  battalion,  20t1i  regi 
ment. 

"  Sir, — Hoolaa  Eoi,  the  person  appointed  by  the  K^abob  for 
tntnaacting  the  business  for  which  the  troops  are  required 
here,  will  hold  constant  commuQicatioa  and  intercourse  with 
you ;  and  as  he  is  instructed  and  acquainted  with  the  best 
method  to  accomplish  this  business,  Mr.  Middleton  requests 
implicit  attention  to  be  paid  to  what  he  may  from  time  to 
time  represent  respecting  the  prisoners,  or  the  business  on 
which  he  is  employed ;  in  short,  as  he  is  the  person  nomin- 
ated by  the  Nabob,  he  wishes  Hoolas  Boi  to  be  conaidered  in 
the  same  light  as  if  he  himself  was  present." 

Mr.  Middleton,  in  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Butledge, 
writes  thus  of  him  :  "  Sir, — When  this  note  is  delivered  to 
you  by  Hoolas  Eoi,  I  have  to  desire  that  you  order  the  two 
prisoners  to  bo  put  in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food,  &c., 
agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday." 

Tou  will  first  see  in  how  confidentiid  a  manner  Hoolas 
Eoi  was  employed,  and  in' what  light  he  was  held.  That  he 
was  employed  to  carry  some  instructions  which  do  not  indeed 
appear,  out  were  accompanied  by  an  order  from  Mr.  Middle- 
ton.  "  When  these  instructions  shall  come  to  you,  to  put 
these  prisoners  in  irons  and  keep  tlieiu  without  food,"  &c. 
The  Begums  say,  without  food  aud  water.  Et  cetera  are 
words  of  large  import — but  he  was  "  to  keep  them  without 
food,  &o.,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday."  This 
was  a  pretty  general  warrant  for  sufferings.  This  Hoolas  Eoi, 
this  mere  news  writer,  was  not  only  intrusted  with  this  war- 
rant, but  Mr.  Middleton  declares  him  to  be  a  person  who  was 
10  be  received  there,  and  to  represent  the  Nabob,  and  very 
justly  too  ;  for  he,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  undoubtedly  the  real 
Nabob  of  the  country.  The  man  therefore,  whom  thoy  talfe 
itf  in  this  contemptuous  manner,  in  order  to  make  shgbt  of  an 
Abservation  we  made,  and  which  I  shall  make  again,  and 
*'iev  affect  to  consider  as  a  mere  paragraph-monger  ia 
'lous  newspaper,  was  a  man  vested  by  Mr.  Mid- 
horily  equal  to  that  of  the  Nabob  himaelf. 
out  only  thought  him  :f  consequence  emx:^ 
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to  be  a  iritnesB  to  the  Beveritiea  ii«ed  on  the  ministers  of  the 
liegums,  but  lie  considered  that  he  would  afterwards  be  a  lit 
witmeaa  to  the  rebellion.  I  pray  jour  lordahipa  to  mark  this 
— he  sent  for  this  Hooks  Eoi  (who  is  now  nothing  but  a 
mere  paragraph-monger), — he  eent  for  him  from  Fjzabad  to 
Benarea — a  pretty  long  journey;  and  at  last  caused  liim  to 
be  examined  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  He  baa,  howeyer,  , 
sunk  his  eridence ;  a  suppression  which  is  etronglj^  in  favour  ' 
of  the  Begums,  and  equally  strong  against  their  accuser. 
Here  we  have  a  man  who  n'as  intrusted  with  all  their  or- 
ders ;  who  represented  the  English  government ;  who  repre- 
eented  the  Nabob's  government ;  this  man  is  sent  for  by  Mr. 
Hastings  :  he  gives  his  depositions  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey; 
and  the  deposition  so  given  is  not  to  be  found  either  upon 
the  Company's  record,  in  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  trmik,  in  Jona- 
than Scott's  trunk,  nor  in  any  other  place  whatever.  The 
evidence  of  a  witness  who  could  speak  most  clearly,  as  pro- 
bably he  did,  and  most  decisively  upon  this  subject  is  sunk. 
They  suppress,  and  dare  not  produce,  the  affidavit  of  the  man 
who  was  at  the  bottom  of  every  secret  of  both  govemmeuts. 
They  had  the  folly  to  let  you  know,  obliquely,  that  he  had 
been  sent  for  by  Mr.  Hastings,  but  they  conceal  the  inform- 
ation obtaiued  from  him  ;  a  silence  more  damning  than  anj 
positive  evidence  could  be.  Tou  have  hero  a  proof  of  their 
practice  of  producing  such  evidence  only  as  they  thought 
most  fitvourable  to  their  wicked  purposes,  in  the  deBtruction 
of  tbis  grcat.and  ancient  family. 

But  all  the  English,  they  say,  believed  in  the  eiistence  of 
this  rebellion.  This  we  deny.  Mr.  Purling,  who  was  resi- 
dent the  year  before  its  pretended  explosion,  has  told  yon 
that  he  never  knew  of  anything  like  a  plot  carrying  on  by 
these  women.  We  were  almost  ashamed  to  put  the  question 
to  him.  Did  Mr.  Bristow,  the  next  resident,  know  or  believe 
in  this  plot  ?  He  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  induced  to 
give  some  oblique  hints  to  Mr.  Hastings  of  improper  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Begums,  but  without  stating  what  it  was. 
In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hastings,  he  appears  to  endeavour  to  soften 
the  cruel  temper  of  this  inflexible  man,  by  going  a  little  way 
with  him,  by  admitting  that  he  thought  they  had  behaved 
improperly.  When  Mr.  Wombwell,  another  resident,  is  asked 
whether  any  Englishman  doubted  of  it,  he  says,  Mr.  Briatow 


time  neither  the 
■^  kii  Miother  and  graud- 
«ae  waed  of  the  matter. 
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BuL  possibly  some  peculiarity  in  the  circumstuicea  of  tlie 
case  rendered  such  a  proceeding  necessary,  and  may  juBtily 
il.  No  such  peculiarity  has  been  proved  or  even  alleged ; 
nay,  it  in  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  it  coiild  have 
ciiated.  Mr.  Hastings  had  another  opportunity  of  doing 
himself  justice  {  when  aa  account  of  this  businesa  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors,  they  ordered  him  to  inquire 
into  it :  and  your  lordships  will  see  what  he  did  io  conse- 
quence of  this  order.  Tour  lordsliipB  will  then  judge  of  the 
extreme  audacity  of  the  defence  which  he  has  made  of  this 
act  at  your  bar,  after  haring  refused  to  institute  any  inquiry 
into  it,  although  be  had  the  positive  order  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  was  in  the  place  where  that  inquiry  could  be 
made  efi'ectually,  and  in  the  place  where  the  uiifortunate 
women  could  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  themselves. 

I  will  first  read  to  your  lordships  an  eitractfrom  the  letter 
of  the  court  of  directors  to  the  board  at  Calcutta ;  dated  the 
14tli  of  February,  1783. 

4. — "  By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  [of  Chunar]  the 
Sabob  is  permitted  to  resume  such  jaghires  as  be  shall  think 
proper,  with  a  reserve,  that  all  such  jaghirdars,  for  the 
amount  of  whose  jaghires  the  Company  are  guarantees,  shall, 
in  case  of  a  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid  the  amount 
of  the  net  collections  through  the  resident. 

5. — "  We  do  not  see  how  the  Govern  or- General  could  con- 
sent to  the  resumption  of  such  lands  as  the  Company  hud 
engaged  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  those  who  possessed 
them  previous  to  the  elocution  of  the  late  treaty,  without 
stronger  proofs  of  the  Begum's  defection  than  have  been  laid 
before  us ;  neither  can  we  allow  it  to  be  good  policy  to 
reduce  the  several  jaghirdars,  and  thus  uniting  the  territory, 
and  the  troops  maintained  for  the  protection  of  that  territory, 
under  one  head,  who,  by  that  means,  at  some  future  period, 
may  become  a  very  powerful  enemy  to  the  Company. 

6. — '■  With  respect  to  tho  resumption  of  the  jaghires  pos- 
sessed by  the  Begums  in  particular,  and  the  subsequent 
seizure  of  the  treasure  deposited  with  the  Viiier's  mother, 
which  the  Governor- Gltneral,  in  his  letter  to  the  board,  23rd 
Jnnuury,  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged  and 
■upported,  we  hope  and  trust,  fur  the  honour  of  the  British 
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tbougb  our  reaident  at  the  court  of  the  Vkter ;  and  it  very 
toaiCTially  concenia  the  credit  of  your  govemment  oa  no  at- 
count  to  suffer  Buch  payments  to  be  evaded. 

10.—"  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  found  that  the  Begums  did 
not  take  that  hostile  part  against  the  Company  nhich  haa 
heen  represented  (aa  well  in  the  Govemor-Grenerars  narra- 
tive as  in  aereral  documents  therein  referred  to ;  and  as  it  no- 
nhere  appears,  from  the  papers  at  present  in  our  posseesion, 
tliat  they  excited  any  commotion  previous  to  the  impriaon- 
ment  of  Eajah  Cheit  Sing),  but  only  armed  therasetvea  in 
consequence  of  that  transaction ;  ana  as  it  ia  probable  that 
Bueh  a  conduct  proceeded  entirely  from  motives  of  self-de- 
fence, under  an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might 
likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contributions,  we  direct 
that  you  use  your  influence  with  the  Vizier,  that  their  jag- 
hires  may  be  restored  to  them ;  but  if  they  should  be  under 
apprehensions  respecting  the  future  conduct  of  the  Vizier, 
uid  with  our  further  protection,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you 
afford  those  ladies  an  asylum  within  the  Company's  territories, 
and  these  be  paid  the  amount  of  the  net  collections  of  their 
jaghires,  agreeable  to  the  second  article  of  the  late  treaty, 
through  the  medium  of  our  resident,  as  may  be  ascertained 
upon  an  average  estimate  of  some  years  back." 

You  see,  my  lords,  the  directors  had  received  every  one 
of  hie  false  irapresaions.  They  bad  conceived  an  idea  that, 
after  the  rebellion  of  Cheit  Smg  (but  not  before,  upon  his 
own  ahowing),  the  Begums  had  shown  a  disposition  to  arm. 
They  here  assume  a  false  fact,  which  Mr.  Hastings  stated  in 
his  representation  of  the  business  to  them.  They  assume  a 
variety  of  other  fiilse  facts, — they  assume  that  the  amount  of 
the  jaghires  of  the  Beguma  was  to  be  paid  them  in  regular 
pensions,  whereas  they  were  totally  confiscated  without  any 
compensation  at  all.  And  yet,  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
showing,  they  found  the  transaction  to  be  so  dishonourable  to 
the  British  govemment,  that  they  desire  him  to  make  in- 
quiry into  it,  and  give  redress  accordingly. 

Here  then  is  another  order  of  the  Company,  another  call 
upon  Mr.  Hastings,  to  es^mine  to  the  bottom  of  this  affair. 
*"  )  directors,  after  giving  him  credit  for  that  enormous 
f  blsehoods  which  we  have  proved  bmi  to  have  staled 
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in  hia  narrative,  found  themBelvea  ao  Utterly  diesatisfied,  that 
they  gave  this  conditional  ordtT  to  restore  tbe  Begums  to 
their  jagbirea.  Your  lordshipa  will  find  it  in  evidence  upon 
your  minutes,  tbat  he  contumaciously  disohejed  this  order; 
that  he  would  not  ceuaeut  to  the  propositions  of  the  council 
for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  these  injured  women,  but 
stifled  every  attempt  that  was  made  by  others  to  do  theni 
justice,  AJad  yet  he  here  has  the  effrontery  to  propose 
that  your  lordships  should  inquire  into  tlie  business  at  your 
bar ;  that  you  should  investigate  a  matter  here,  which  he 
refused  to  inquire  into  on  the  spot,  though  expressly  ordered 
by  hia  masters  ao  to  do. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  short  extract  from  his 
own  narrative  of  bis  own  proceedings.  It  begins  with  re- 
citing part  of  a  note  entered  by  Rlr.  Macpherson  in  the 
consultations  of  the  council,  at  the  time  when  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  which  I  have  just  alluded  to,  were 
taken  into  consideration : — "  What  the  court  of  directorH 
seem  to  have  most  at  heart  are,  first,  that  the  engagement 
of  the  second  article  of  the  Benares  treaty  ahould  be  faith- 
fully fulfilled ;  and  secondlv,  to  guard  against  the  future 
misconduct  of  the  Yizier,  if  Le  should  be  deposed  to  oppress 
the  Begums : 

"  That  we  sho'.Jd  therefore  ascertain  whether  the  amount 
of  the  jaghirea  of  the  Begums  is  regularly  paid  to  them 
.through  the  Company's  resident;  and  give  them  notice  that 
no  future  demands  shall  be  made  upon  them.  This  the 
Governor- General  might,  I  think,  do  in  a  letter,  that  would 
make  the  Begums  sensible  of  their  past  misconduct,  yet 
inform  them  of  the  lenity  and  gracious  intentions  of  the 
Company,  in  ordering  them  an  asylum  in  Beugal,  in  cme  of 
future  matreaa."  In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  opinion 
&om  Mr.  Macpherson,  the  following  minute  was  delivered 
by  the  Governor- General : 

"  I  should  gladly  acquiesce  in  the  motioa  made  by  Mr. 
Macpherson,  ii'  I  thought  it  possible  to  &ame  a  letter  to  the 
Beguma  in  any  terras  which  should  at  the  same  time  convey 
the  intimation  proposed  by  it,  and  not  defeat  the  purpose  of 
it,  or  be  productive  of  evils  greater  than  any  which  exist,  in 
consequence  of  the  proceedings  which  have  already  taken 
jiuM,  and  which  tixae  has  almost  obliterated    the  ordera  (rf 
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the  court  of  direetora  are  conditionn),  they  require  nothing ; 
but  ia  the  event  of  diBcoveries  made  Bubaenuent  to  the  ad- 
Tices  which  were  before  you  on  the  1-ith  February  last,  in 
alleTiatioa  of  the  former  conduct  of  the  Beguma,  nothing  has 
since  appeared  in  relation  to  them  but  their  refuaal,  or  rather 
that  of  one,  to  fulfil  her  engagementa  for  the  payment  of  the 
remainder  of  the  sum  exacted,  from  her  by  the  Nabob  Vizier, 
in  the  beguming  of  last  year.  Whatever  obedience  may  be 
due  to  the  clear  and  ascertained  spirit  of  the  ordera  of  the 
court  of  directors,  this  obligation  cannot  extend  to  points  to 
vrhich  neither  the  letter  nor  evident  spirit  of  their  orders  ap- 
ply. If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  Nabob  Vizier  and  the  Be- 
guma are  on  terms  of  mutual  goodwill ;  it  would  ill  become 
this  government  to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which 
might  tend  to  rerive  their  animoeities,  and  a  very  alight  ocea- 
■ion  would  be  aufficient  to  effect  it ;  it  will  be  to  littie  pur- 
pose to  tell  them  that  their  conduct  hoa,  in  our  estimation  of 
It,  been  very  wrong ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  announce  to 
them  the  orders  of  our  euperiors,  which  more  than  indicate 
the  reverse ;  they  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  declaration, 
prochiim  the  judgment  of  the  Company  in  their  favour,  de- 
mand a  reparation  of  the  acta  which  tQey  will  construe  wrongs, 
with  Boeh  a  aentence  warranting  that  conatruction,  and  either 
accept  the  invitation  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of  the  Vizier, 
whicn  will  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  or  re- 
main in  his  dominions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  to  add 
to  his  veiationa  and  the  disorders  of  the  country  by  con- ' 
tinned  intrigues  and  seditions :  enough  already  exists  to  affect 
hii  peace  and  the  quiet  of  his  people ;  if  we  cannot  heaJ,  let 
■UB  not  infiame  the  wounds  which  have  been  inflicted : 

"If  the  Begums  think  themaelves  aggrieved  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  to  justify  them  in  an  appeal  to  foreign  jurisdiction, 
to  appeal  to  it  afcainst  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son 
and  grandson  to  them ; — to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who 
liave  been  the  abettors  and  instruments  of  their  imputed 
■wrongs; — let  us  at  least  permit  them  to  be  the  judges  of  their 
own  teelinga,  and  prefer  their  complaints,  before  we  offer  to 
xedreaa  them  ;  they  will  not  need  to  be  prompted; 

"I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  ainijilicity  of  ofGuial 
language,  in  saying,  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be 
■pproa^ed  with  solicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  ot  in* 
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g  of  the  world,  guch  a  pa- 
B  bv  a  persoa  dtandiiig  in 
t  to  ha  master,  I  fball  allow  that 
eretr  wofJ  we  tiaTe  said  to  roar  lordshipa  opon  this  occasioD 
to  mark  his  guQt  ought  to  be  expunged  irtaa  your  minutes 
and  &om  our  chargea. 

Befijre  I  proceed  to  make  aav  observations  upon  tbia  act 
of  opea  rebellion  against  his  superiors,  I  must  beg  jonr  lord- 
ships to  remark  the  cruelty  of  purpose,  the  ho«tUe  feeling  to- 
wards these  injured  women  which  were  displayed  in  this 
daring  defiance.  Your  lordships  will  find  that  he  never  is  a 
rebel  to  one  party  without  being  a  trrant  to  some  others ; 
tliat  rebel  and  trrant  are  correlative  terms  when  applied  to 
him,  and  that  they  conatontlv  go  together- 
It  is  suggested  by  the  directors  that  the  Nabob  is  the  per- 
secutor, the  oppressor,  and  that  Hr.  Hastings  is  the  person 
who  is  to  redress  the  wrong;  but  here  they  have  mistaken 
the  matter  totally.  For  we  have  proved  to  jour  lordships 
that  Mr,  Hastings  was  the  principal  in  the  peri^cution,  and 
lliat  the  Nabob  was  only  an  instrument ; — -"  If  I  am  rightly 
iLformed,"  be  aaya,  "the  Nabob  and  the  Begums  are  ont^rms 
of  mutual  goodwill.  It  would  ill  become  this  government 
to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which  might  tend  to  re- 
vive their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occasion  would  be 
sufficient  to  effect  it." — ^^\'hftt  animosities  had  they  towards 
f-tich  other  ?  None,  that  we  know  of.  Mr.  Hastings  gets  the 
Nabob  to  rob  his  mother ;  and  then  he  supposes,  contrary  to 
truth,  contrary  to  fact,  contrary  to  everything  jour  lordships 
have  beard,  that  the  Nabob  would  fall  into  a  fury  if  his 
mother  was  to  obtain  any  redress  ;  and  that  if  the  least  in- 
quiry into  this  business  was  made,  it  would  create  a  flame  in 
the  r«abob's  mind  on  account  of  the  active,  enei^etic,  spirited 
port  he  had  taken  in  these  transactions.  Therefore,  says  he, 
.  Oh!  for  God's  sake,  soothe  the  matter: — it  is  a  green  wound, 
iover  it  I — do  not  hint;  to  irritate: — it  will  be  to 
e  to  tell  them  tiiat  their  conduct  has  in  our  eati- 
'■■  been  veiy  wTong,  and  at  the  same  time  ■ 
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nounee  to  tliem  the  orders  of  our  superiors,  which  more  than 
indicate  tLe  reverse.  Now,  my  loras,  to  what  does  all  this 
amouiit  ?  First,  aajs  he,  I  will  not  do  them  justice. — I  will 
not  enter  upon  an  inquiry  into  their  wrongs.  Why  ? — Be- 
cause the;  charge  us  with  having  inflicted  them,  Theu 
purely  for  that  reason  you  ought  to  commence  an  inquiry. 
2io,  says  he,  that  would  be  telling  them  that  our  superiors 
suspect  we  are  in  the  wrong.  But  when  his  superiors  more 
than  indicated  suspicions,  was  he  not  bound  tenfold  to  tuake 
that  inquiry,  for  his  honour  and  for  their  satisfaction,  which 
they  direct  him  to  make  p  No,  he  will  not  do  it,  because, 
nays  he,  the  Begums  would  either  accept  the  offer  of  an  asy- 
lum in  the  Company's  territories,  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of 
tk&  Vizier,  which  would  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our  govem- 
meiit  i  or  they  would  remain  in  his  dominions,  hut  not  under 
liw  authority,  to  odd  to  his  vexations  and  the  disorders  of 
""le  country,  hy  continual  uitrigues  and  seditions. 

Xou  see,  my  lords,  this  man  is  constantly  thrusting  this 
peaceable  Nabob  before  him,  goading  and  pushing  him  on,  as 
if  with  a  bayonet  behind,  to  the  commission  of  everything 
that  is  base  and  dishonourable.  You  have  him  here  declaring 
that  he  will  not  satisfy  the  directors,  his  masters,  in  their  in- 
quiries about  those  acta,  for  fear  of  the  Nabob's  taking  um- 
brage, and  getting  into  a  flame  with  his  mother;  and  for  fear 
the  mother,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  should 
be  induced  to  resent  her  wrongs.  What,  I  say,  does  all  this 
amount  to  ?  It  amounts  to  this — the  Begums  accuse  me  of 
doiug  them  injustice ;  the  directors  indicate  a  suspiciim  that 
they  have  been  injured ;  therefore  I  will  not  inquire  into  the 
matter.  Why  P — -because  it  may  raise  disturbances.  But 
what  disturbance  could  it  raise  P — The  mother  ia  disarmed  and 
could  not  hurt  the  Nabob.  All  her  landed  estates  he  knew 
were  confiscated.  He  knew  all  her  money  was  in  his  o«'n 
possession ;  he  knew  she  bad  not  the  means,  if  she  had  been 
disposed,  to  create  intrigues  and  cabala  ; — what  disturbance 
then  could  be  created  by  his  sending  a  letter  to  know  what 
tihe  had  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  her  wrongs  P 

"If,"  says  te,  "the  Begums  thii)k  themsehea  aggrieved." 
Observe,  my  lords,  that  tjie  institution  of  an  inquiry  is  no 
measure  of  the  Begums  ;  it  is  au  order  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, made  by  them  upon  his  own  representatiou  of  his  own 
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case,  aivd  uppa  nothing  else.  The  Begums  did  not  dare  to 
murmur. — They  did  not  dare  to  aak  for  redreBs.  God  knows 
the  poor  creatures  were  at  or  about  the  time  hia  priBoners ; 
robbed — etripped  of  everything ;  without  hope  ana  withoul 
resource. — But  the  directors,  doing  their  duty  upon  that  oc- 
casion, did  condemn  him  upon  his  own  false  representations 
contained  in  that  bundle  of  affidavits,  upon  which  his  coun- 
sel now  contend  that  your  lordships  should  acquit  him.  But, 
Bays  he,  are  they  to  appeal  to  a  foreign  juritdiction  f  When 
these  women  were  to  oe  robbed,  we  were  not  foreigners  to 
them  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  adjudged  them  guilty  of  rebeUion. 
TrVe  sent  an  English  chief  justice  to  collect  materials  of  ac- 
cusation against  them.  "We  sent  English  officers  to  take 
their  money.  The  whole  was  an  English  transaction.  When 
wrong  is  to  be  done,  we  have  then  an  interest  in  the  country 
to  justify  our  acting  in  it ;  but  when  the  question  is  of  re- 
dressing wrongs,  when  the  question  ia  of  doing  justice,  when 
the  question  is  of  inquiry,  when  the  question  is  of  hearing 
complaints,  then  it  is  a  foreign  jurisdiction. — Ton  are  to 
suffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  it  foreign,  or  to  make  it  domes- 
tic, just  as  it  answers  his  purposes. — But  ihey  are  to  appeal 
againgf  a  man  ttanding  in  the  relation  of  wn  and  grandton 
to  (hem,  and  to  i^peal  to  the  juftiee  of  thoie  who  have  been 
ike  abettors  and  %mtrument»  of  their  imputed  wrongs. 

Why,  my  lords,  if  he  allows  that  he  is  the  abettor  of  and 
the  instrument  to  which  the  directors  impute  these  wi'ongs, 
why,  I  ask,  does  Le,  with  those  charges  lying  upon  him,  ob- 
ject to  all  inquiry  in  the  manner  you  have  seen? 

But  the  Company's  Governor  is,  it  seems,  all  at  once  trans* 
formed  into  a  great  sovereign — the  majesty  of  justice  ought 
to  be  approached  with  solicitation.  Here,  my  lords,  he  for- 
gets at  once  the  court  of  directors ;  he  forgets  the  laws  of 
England,  he  forgets  the  act  of  parliament,  he  forgets  that  any 
obedience  is  due  t-o  his  superiors.  The  Begums  were  to  ap- 
proach him  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  he  sets  at 
naught  these  orders,  and  asserts  that  he  must  be  approached 
with  solicitations.  "  Time"  says  he,  "  ha»  obliterated  their 
luffirings."  Oh  !  what  a  balm  of  oblivion  time  spreads  over 
the  wrongs,  wouads,  and  afflictions  of  others,  in  the  mind  of 
the  person  who  inflicts  those  wrongs  and  oppressions !  The 
n  forgets.     This  robbery  took  place  in  17 . . .; 
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it  VBB  in  the  year  17S3,  when  he  asserted  that  the  waters  of 
Lethe  hod  been  poured  over  all  their  wroogs  and  opprea< 

Tour  lordships  will  mark  this  insulting  language,  when  he 
Bays  that  hoth  the  order  of  the  directors  and  the  application 
of  the  Begums  for  redress  must  he  aolicifations  to  him. 

[Here  Mr.  Burke  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  S<utin^»,  who 
Baid,  "  My  lords,  there  was  no  order.  I  find  n  man's  patience 
may  he  exhausted,  I  hear  ao  many  falsehoods,  that  I  must 
declare  there  was  no  order  of  the  court  of  directors.  Forgive 
me,  my  lords.  Ho  may  say  what  he  pleftBes ;  I  will  not 
figniu  controvert  it.     But  there  is  no  order ;  if  there  is,  read 

it."] 

Xr,  Burke  then  proceeded.  Judge  you,  my  lords,  what 
ifae  insolence,  audacity,  and  cruelty  of  this  man  must  have 
}eea,  from  his  want  of  patience  in  his  present  situation,  and 
when  he  dares  to  hold  this  language  here.  Your  lordships 
will  reckon  with  him  for  it,  or  the  world  will  reckon  with 

Jfr.  Saxtingx  here  again  iutemipted  Mr.  Burke  and  said, 
"  Theie  was  no  order  for  iuquiry." 

Mr.  Surke. — Tour  lordships  have  heard  the  letter  read ; 
I  mean  the  letter  from  the  directors,  which  I  read  just  now. 
Xou  will  judge  whether  it  is  an  order  or  not.  1  did  hope 
within  these  two  days  to  put  an  end  to  this  husiness  ;  but 
when  your  lordships  hear  us  charged  with  direct  falsehood 
at  your  bar ;  when  you  hear  this  wicked  wretch  who  is  be- 
fore you — 

From  a  lord. — Order,  order,  order. 

Mr.  Surke. — Order,  my  lords,  we  call  for  in  the  name  of 
the  CoromonB.  Tour  lordships  have  heard  u«  aecused  at 
your  har  of  falsehood,  after  we  had  read  the  order  upon 
■which  our  aBsertion  was  founded.  This  man,  whom  we 
lisve  described  as  the  scourge  and  terror  of  India, — this  man 
gets  up,  and  charges  us,  not  with  a  mistake,  rn  error,  a  wrong 
construction,  hut  a  direct  falsehood  ;  and  adds,  that  his  pa- 
tience is  worn  out  with  the  falsehood  he  hears.  This  is  not 
an  English  court  of  justice  if  such  a  thing  is  peinitted,  "Wo 
beg  leave  to  retire,  and  take  instructions  from  our  constito- 
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eots.     He  ought  to  be  aent  to  Bridewell  for  going  on  in  this 


[_Mr.  Wyndham  here  read  the  letter  t^ois.] 

JUr.  Surke. — With  regard  to  the  ravings  of  thia  unhappv 
man,  I  am  sure,  if  I  were  only  considering  what  passed  irom 
him  to  the  managers  in  thia  boi,  and  knowing  what  allow- 
ance ia  due  to  a  wounded  conscience,  brought  before  an 
awiul  tribunal,  and  smarting  under  the  impressions  of  ita 
own  guilt,  I  would  pass  them  over.  But,  my  lords,  we  have 
the  honour  of  the  Commona,  we  have  the  honour  of  thia  court, 
to  sustaio.  [Tour  lordships,  the  other  day,  for  an  offence 
committed  against  a  constable,  who  was  keeping  the  way 
under  your  orders,  did  very  justly,  and  to  the  great  satiafao- 
tion  of  the  public,  commit  the  party  to  Bridewell,  for  a  much 
slighter  inault  againat  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  court,  I 
And  I  leave  it  therefore  for  the  present,  till  your  lordahips 
can  seriously  consider  what  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  thia 
matter  ought  to  be. — I  now  proceed. — 

"We  have  read  to  your  lordships  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directora ;  I  again  say  we  consider  them  as  orders ;  your 
as  good  judges  of  the  propriety  of  the  term  aa 
Ton  have  heard  them  read ;  you  have  also  heard 
that  the  council  at  Calcutta  considered  them  as  orders ;  for 
resolutions  were  moved  upon  them;  ami  Mr.  Stables,  in  evi- 
dence before  you  here,  who  was  one  of  the  council,  so  con- 
sidered them ;  and  yet  thia  man  has  the  frantic  audacity  in 
thia  place  to  assert  that  they  were  not  orders,  and  to  declare 
that  he  cannot  stand  the  repetition  of  such  abominable  false- 
hoods  aa  are  perpetually  urged  against  him.  We  cannot  ooa- 
ceive  that  your  lordships  will  suffer  this,  and  if  you  do,  1 
promise  you,  the  Commons  will  not  suffer  the  justice  of  the 
country  to  be  trifled  with  and  insulted  in  thia  manner  ;  bo- 
cause,  if  such  conduct  be  suffered  by  your  lordships,  they 
must  say  that  very  disagreeable  consequences  will  ensue,  and 
very  disagreeable  inferences  will  he  drawn  by  the  public  con- 
cerning it.  Ton  wOi  forgive,  and  we  know  how  to  forgive, 
the  ravings  of  people  smarting  under  a  conscious  sense  of 
'f  guilt.  But  when  we  are  reading  documents  given  in 
\,  and  are  commenting  upon  them,  the  use  of  thu 
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kind  of  language  really  ijeservea  your  lordahips'  considep. 
Btion.  As  far  us,  we  re^rd  it  no  more  than  we  should  other 
noise  and  brawlings  of  criminals,  who  in  irons  may  be  led 
through  the  etreeti,  rating  at  the  magistrate  that  has  com- 
mitted then).  We  consider  him  aa  a  poor,  miserable  man, 
railing  at  his  accusers ;  it  is  natural  he  should  tall  into  all 
these  frantic  ravings,  but  it  is  not  fit  or  uatuml  that  the 
court  should  indulge  him  in  them.  Tour  lordships  shall  now 
hear  in  what  sense  Mr.  "Wheler  and  Mr.  Stables,  two  other 
members  of  the  council,  understood  this  letter. 

Mr.  Wheler  thus  writes  : — "  It  always  has  been,  acd  will 
1)6,  my  wish  to  perform  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  I  trust  that  the  opinion  which  I  shall  give 
upon  that  part  of  the  court's  letter  which  is  now  before  us 
■Will  not  be  taken  up  against  its  meaning,  as  going  to  a  breach 
of  them ;  the  orders  at  present  under  the  board'a  consider- 
ation are  entirely  provisional. 

"Nothing  has  passed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  awee- 
ment  made  by  the  Govern  or- General  with  the  Vizier  at  Chu- 
nar  which  induces  me  to  allow  the  opinion  which  I  before 
held,  aa  well  as  from  the  Governor- General 'a  reports  to  this 
board,  as  the  opinions  which  I  have  heard  of  many  individu- 
als, totally  unconcerned  in  the  subject,  that  the  Begums  at 
Pyzabad  did  take  a  hostile  part  against  the  Company  during 
the  disturbances  at  Benares ;  and  I  am  impressed  with  a 
couviction  that  this  conduct  of  the  Begums  did  not  proceed 
entirely  from  motives  of  self-defence ;  but  as  the  court  of 
directors  seem  to  be  of  a  diflerent  opinion,  and  conceive  that 
there  ought  to  be  stronger  proofs  of  the  defection  of  the  Be- 
gums than  have  been  laid  before  them,  I  think  that  before 
we  decide  on  their  orders  the  late  and  present  resident  at 
Tizier's  court,  and  the  commanding  officers  in  the  Vizier's 
country,  ought  to  be  required  to  collect  and  lay  before  the 
hnrd  all  the  information  tbey  can  obtain  with  respect  to  the 
-defection  of  the  Begums  dunng  the  troubles  in  Benares,  and 
itheir  present  disposition  to  the  Company." 

Mr.  Stables,  September  9th,  1783,  writes  thiw :— "  The 
court  of  directors,  by  their  letter  of  the  14th  i'ebruary,  1783, 
seem  not  to  be  satisfied  that  the  disalTection  of  the  Begums 
to  this  government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidenca 
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befure  them.  I  therefore  think  tbat  the  late  and  present  1 
rtwidcnt,  and  commandiag  officers  m  the  Vizier's  country  at  I 
the  time,  should  be  called  upon  to  collect  what  further  in- 
t'onnation  they  can  on  the  subject,  in  n'hich  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  government  is  so  materially  concerned,  and 
that  such  information  may  be  immediately  d^nsmitted  to  the 
court  of  directors." 

I\VTien  questioned  upon  this  subject  at  your  lordships'  bar, 
he  gives  this  evidence : — "  Q.  What  was  joiir  motive  for  pro- 
posing that  investigation  ? — A.  A  letter  from  the  court  of 
directors ;  I  conceived  it  to  be  ordered  by  them.  Q.  Did 
you  conceive  the  letter  of  the  court  of  directors  positively  to 
direct  that  inquiry  ? — A.  I  did  so  certainly  at  the  time,  and  I 
beg  to  refer  to  the  minutes  which  expressed  it.  [A  question 
was  put  to  the  same  witness  by  a  noble  lord.]  Q.  The  wit- 
ness has  stated,  that  at  the  time  he  has  mentioned  he  con- 
ceived the  letter  from  the  court  of  directors  to  order  an 
inquiry,  and  that  it  was  upon  that  opinion  that  he  regulated 
his  conduct,  and  his  proposal  for  such  inquiry ;  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  expression  at  the  time  was  merely  casual, 
or  am  I  to  understand  from  it  that  the  witness  has  altered 
his  opinion  of  the  intention  of  this  letter  since  that  time  ? — 
A.  I  certainly  retain  that  opinion,  and  I  wished  the  inquiry 
to  go  on." 

My  lords,  you  see  that  his  colleagues  so  imderatood  it. 
You  see  that  we  so  understood  it,  and  still  you  have  heard 
the  prisoner,  after  charging  ua  with  falsehood,  insultingly  tell 
us  we  may  go  on  as  we  please,  we  may  go  on  in  our  own 
way.  If  your  lordships  think  that  it  was  not  a  positive  order 
which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  obey,  you  will  acquit  him 
of  the  breach  of  it.  But  it  is  a  most  singular  thing,  among 
aU  the  astonishing  circumstances  of  this  case,  that  this  man, 
who  has  heard,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  trial, 
breaches  of  the  Company's  orders  constantly  charged  upon 
him,- — nay,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  single 
step  that  we  have  taken  in  this  prosecution,  or  in  observationa 
upon  evidence,  in  which  we  have  not  charged  him  with  an 
•rawed  direct  breach  of  the  Company's  order — you  ha^o 
heard  it  ten  times  this  day, — in  his  defence  before  the  Com- 
moiiH  he  declares  he  did  intentionally,  in  naming  Mr.  Mark- 
1,  break  tlie  Company's  orders : — it  is  singular,  i  say,  ttuu 


WAHHES    HASTINOS.    T.S(f.  255 

t1iia  man  eliould  now  pretend  to  be  so  sore  upon  tins  pciiit. 
What  is  it  now  thut  makes  hiin  break  through  all  tlie  rules 
of  cominon  decencj  and  eommon  propriety,  and  show  all  the 
burDinga  of  guilt,  upon  beiu"  accused  of  the  breach  of  one 
of  the  innumerable  orders  which  he  has  broken ;  of  which 
he  baa  avowed  the  breaking,  and  attempted  to  justify  himaelf 
a  thouaand  timee  in  the  Company's  books  for  having  broken  ? 
My  lords,  one  of  bis  own  body,  one  of  the  council,  has 
sworn  at  your  bar  what  he  repeatedly  declared  to  he  his 
aenee  of  it.  We  consider  it  as  one  of  the  strongest  orders 
that  can  be  given,  because  the  reason  of  the  order  is  added 
to  it ;  the  directors  declaring  that,  if  it  should  not  be  found 
upon  inquiry- — you  see,  my  lords,  it  puts  tho  very  case— if 
Tou  do  not  find  such  and  such  things,  we  shall  consider  the 
^glish  honour  wounded  and  stained,  and  we  direct  you  to 
make  reparation.  There  are,  in  fact,  two  orders  contained  in 
thia  letter,  which  we  take  to  be  equally  strong  and  positive  ; 
and  we  charge  him  with  the  breach  of  both — namely,  the  or- 
der for  inquiry,  and  the  conditional  order  of  restoring  to  the 
Seguras  tbeir  jagbires,  or  making  satisfaction  for  them  ;  and 
in  rase  of  any  apprehension  of  reluctance  in  the  Nabob,  to 
briog  them  for  security  into  the  Company's  territories.  The 
two  last  positive  orders  are  preceded  by  the  supposition  of 
an  inquiry  which  was  to  justify  hira  either  in  the  acts  he 
had  done,  or  to  justify  bim  in  making  restitution.  He  did 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  We  aver  that  he  disobeyed 
these  orders.     And  now  let  his  impatience  break  out 


Tour  lordahipa  have  seen,  amongst  the  various  pretences 
._^' which  this  man  has  endeavoured  to  justity  his  various  de- 
liiiquendes,  that  of  fearing  to  offend  the  Nabob,  by  the  re- 
storation of  tbeir  jaghires  to  the  Begums,  is  one.  Tour  lord- 
fthips  will  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  truth  or  falsehood 
ef  this  pretence,  when  you  shall  have  heard  the  Iett«r  whieh 
I  shail  now  read  to  you,  written  to  Mr.  Hastings  by  the 
Uabob  himself. 

L    ZeUer  from   the   Ifabob   Tixier  to   Mr.   Hastings,   25rt 
■-  Fehraary,  1782. 


"  Tou  performed  on  every  occasion  towards  me  whatever 
IS  b(!comi>ig  of  friendship  ;  1  too  have  done  whatever  aifeo- 
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tioQ  required  and  you  commanded,  and  in  future  ^bo,  wbat- 
CTer  maj  be  your  pleasure,  there  sliail  be  no  deviation  thi-re- 
from,  because  whatever  you  direct  ia  altogether  for  my  bene- 
fit. The  buainesH  for  which  I  came  to  Fyzabad  ia  become 
settled  by  your  favour ;  particulars  will  become  known  to 
your  itHadom  from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Middieton.  I  am 
grateful  for  your  favours.  If  in  these  matters  you  sincerely 
approve  me,  communicate  it,  for  it  will  he  a  comfort  to  me, 
Uaving  appointed  my  own  aumils  to  the  jaghire  of  the  lady- 
mother,  1  have  engaged  to  pay  her  cash.  She  has  complied 
with  my  viewB.  Her  pleasure  is,  that  after  receiving  au  en- 
gagement he  should  deliver  up  the  jaghires.  What  is  your 
pleasure  in  thiB  matter  P  If  you  command,  it  will  comfort 
the  lady  mother  giving  her  hack  the  jaghire  after  I  have  ob- 
tained my  views ;  or  I  will  have  it  under  my  aumil.  I  am 
obedient  to  your  pleasure." 

Tour  lordships  here  see  the  Begum  a  auppliaat  to  have  her 
jaghire  restored  (after  entering  into  some  engagement  that 
might  have  been  required  of  her),  and  the  !Nabob,  in  a  tone 
equally  suppliant,  expressing  hia  consent,  at  least,  that  ber 
request  should  be  complied  with,  if  the  command  of  Mr. 
Hastings  could  be  procured.  My  lords,  in  order  to  save  your 
lordships'  time,  and  that  I  might  not  overload  this  business, 
I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  with  any  observations 
upon  this  part  of  it ;  hut  the  charge  of  falsehood  which  the 

trisoner  at  your  bar  has  had  the  audacity  to  bring  against  ua 
as  induced  me  to  lay  it  more  particularly  before  you.  We 
have  now  done  with  it  ;  but  before  we  retire,  your  lordships 
will  permit  me  to  recapitulate  briefly  the  substance  of  what 
has  now  been  urged  respecting  hia  conduct  towards  these 
miserable  women.  We  accuse  him  of  reiterated  breaches  o£ 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  both  in  the  letter  and 
Bpirit  of  them,  and  of  his  contempt  of  the  opinions  which 
his  colleagues  in  office  had  formed  of  them.  We  charge  him 
with  the  aggravation  of  these  delinquencies,  by  the  oppres- 
sion and  ruin  which  they  brought  upon  the  family  of  the 
Nabob,  by  the  infraction  of  treaties,  and  by  the  disrepute 
which  in  his  person  was  susfained  by  the  government  he 
represented,  and  by  the  stain  left  upon  the  justice,  houour, 
and  good  faith  of  the  English  nation.  We  charge  him  with 
their  further  aggravation,  by  sundry  false  pretences  alleged 
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by  him  in  juetifi cation  of  Ihia  eoaduct.the  pretended  reluctance 
of  tlie  Nabob,  the  tear  of  offending  liim,  the  suggeation  of 
the  Beguma  having  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  wrongs  they 
had  flufiered,  and  of  the  danger  of  reviving  their  discontent 
by  any  attempt  to  redress  tbem,  and  by  his  insolent  language, 
that  the  majesty  of  justice,  with  which  he  impudently  invests 
himself^  was  only  to  be  approached  with  Bolicitation.  We 
have  further  stated,  that  the  pretence  that  he  was  only  con- 
cerned in  this  business  as  an  accessary  is  equaUy  ialse ;  it 
bdng  on  the  contrary  notorious  that  the  Nabob  was  the 
accessary,  forced  into  tho  service,  and  a  mere  instniment  in 
biB  hands ;  and  that  he  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  (whose  em- 
ployment in  this  business  we  stated  as  a  fiirtner  aggravation), 
were  the  authors  and  principal  agents.  And  we  further  con- 
tend, that  each  of  these  aggravations  and  pretences  is  itaelf, 
in  fact  and  in  its  principle,  a  substantive  crime. 

Tour  lordships  witnessed  the  insolence  with  which  this 
man,  stung  to  the  quick  by  the  recital  of  his  crime,  inter- 
rupted me ;  and  you  heard  his  recrimination  of  falsehood 
agwnat  us.  We  again  avouch  the  truth  of  all  and  every  word 
we  have  uttered,  and  the  validity  of  every  proof  with  which 
we  have  supported  them.  Ijet  his  impatience,  I  say,  now 
again  burst  forth  ;  he  who  fecla  so  sensibly  everythiog  that 
touches  him,  and  yet  seeks  for  an  act  of  indemnity  for  his 
own  atrocities,  by  endeavouring  to  mate  you  believe  that  the 
wrongs  of  a  desolated  iamily  are,  within  one  year,  forgotten 
by  them,  and  buried  in  oblivion. 

I  trust,  my  lords,  that  both  his  prosecutors  and  liis  Judges 
will  evince  that  patience  which  the  criminal  wants.  Justice 
ia  not  to  wait  to  have  its  majesty  approached  with  solicitation ; 
we  see  that  throne  in  which  resides  invisibly,  but  virtually, 
the  Majesty  of  England  ;  we  see  your  lordships  representing 
in  succession  the  juridical  authority  in  the  higheEt  court  in 
this  kingdom  ;  but  we  do  not  approach  you  witn  solicitation  ; 
■we  make  it  a  petition  of  right ;  we  claim  it ;  we  demand  it. 
The  right  of  seeking  redress  is  not  suppliant  even  before  the 
Majesty  of  England;  it  comes  boldly  forward.and  never  thinks 
it  offends  its  sovereign  by  claiming  what  is  the  right  of  all 
bis  people. 

We  nave  now  done  with  this  business  ;  abusiness  as  atro- 
ooua  as  any  that  ia  known  in  the  history  of  mankind  ;  a  busi- 
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atXB  that  has  Btained,  throughout  all  Asia,  the  British  chanuy 
ter,  and  by  which  our  fame  for  honour,  integrity,  and  public 
faith  has  been  forfeited ;  a  huainesa  which  has  introduced  ua 
throughout  that  country,  aa  breakers  of  faith,  destroyers  of 
treatiea,  plunderera  of  the  weak  and  unprotected ;  and  haa 
dishonoured,  and  will  for  ever  dishonour,  the  British  name. 
Your  lordabipa  have  had  ajl  this  in  evidence.  You  haveeeen 
in  what  manner  the  Nabob,  his  country,  hia  revenues,  his 
Buhjecta,  hia  mother,  hia  famdy,  hia  nohihty,  and  all  their  for- 
tunea,  real  and  peraonal,  have  beendisposedof  by  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar ;  and  having  seen  this,  you  will,  by  the  impatience 
of  this  criminal,  estimate  the  patience  of  the  unfortunate 
women  into  whose  injnriea  he  refused  to  inquire.  What  he 
would  not  do,  the  Commons  have  done.  They  know  that 
you  have  a  feeling  different  &om  that  which  be  manifested  □□ 
thia  occasion ;  they  do  not  approach  you  auppliantly,  but  de- 
mand justice ;  they  insist  that  as  the  Commons  have  done 
their  part,  your  lordships  will  perform  yours. 

"We  ahull  neit  proceed  to  show-  jour  lordahipa  how  he 
acted  towards  another  set  of  women,  the  women  of  the  late 
Sujah  Dowlah,  and  for  whom  the  dicectora  had  ordered  a 
maintenance  to  be  secured  by  an  express  treaty.  You  will 
see  that  he  is  cruel  towards  the  weak  sex,  and  to  all  others, 
in  proportion  as  they  are  weak  and  powerless  to  resist  him. 

You  wOl  see,  I  say,  when  he  had  usurped  the  whole  go- 
vernment of  Oude,  and  brought  it  into  a  servile  dependence 
on  himself,  how  these  women  fared,  and  then  your  lordahipa 
Kill  judge  whether  or  not,  and  in  what  degree,  he  is  c; '    '     ' 


t 


TRIAL. 

THUHSDAY,  12t[!  JUNE,  1794. 


(Mn.  BUBKB.) 

My  LoHDa, — Wheal  had  last  the  honoiirof  adtlrcBsmg 
your  lordships  from  this  pla«o,  my  observations  were  principally 
directed  to  the  unjust  confiscation  and  seizure  of  the  jaghirea 
and  treasures  of  the  Begums,  without  prerious  accusation  or 
triai,  or  subsequent  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  in  violation 
of  a  treaty  made  with  them  and  guaranteed  by  the  East  India 
Company ; — to  the  long  impriaonment  and  cruel  treatment 
of  their  ministers,  and  to  the  false  pretences  and  abominable 
princi[)lea  by  which  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  haa  attempted 
to  justify  his  conduct. 

The  seyeral  acta  of  violence  and  of  oppreasion  were,  as  we 
have  shown  your  lordships,  committed  with  ciroumatances  of 
aggravated  atrocity  highly  disgraceful  to  the  British  name 
and  character ;  and  particularly  by  his  forcing  the  Nabob  to 
become  the  means  and  inatmment  of  reducing  his  mother 
and  grandmother  and  their  families  to  absolute  want  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  have  now  to  call  your  attention  to  his  treatment  of 
KDotber  branch  of  this  miserable  family ;  the  women  and 
children  of  the  kte  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  These  peraons 
were  dependent  upon  the  Begums ;  and,  by  the  confiacation  of 
ttieir  property,  and  by  the  ruin  of  various  persone  who  would 
otherwise  have  contributed  to  their  maintenance,  were 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity  of  indigence  and  want.  Being 
left  without  the  common  neceaaaries  of  life,  they  were  driven 
to  the  neceaaity  of  breaking  through  all  those  local  princi- 
ple* of  decorum  which  constitnte  the  character  of  the  female 
881  in  that  part  of  the  world;  and,  after  fruitless  supplica- 
tiona  and  shrieks  of  famine,  they  endeavoured  to  break  the 
mcloBure  of  the  palace,  Knd  to  force  their  way  to  the  market- 
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plftce  in  order  to  bee  for  bread.  "Wlaen  they  had  thus  been 
forced  tosubmit  to  tue  extremity  of  disgroce  and  degradation, 
by  eipOBing  theniBelTes  to  public  view  with  the  starving  chil- 
(ten  of  their  late  Bovereign,  the  brothera  and  aiatera  of  the 
reigning  prince,  they  were,  in  this  attempt,  attacked  by  the 
sepoys  armed  with  bludgeons,  and  driven  oack  by  blows  ioto 
the  pala«e. 

My  lords,  we  have  firat  laid  before  you  the  sufferings  and 
disgraces  of  women  of  the  first  distinction  iu  Asia ;  protected 
by  their  rank — protected  by  their  aei — protected  by  their 
near  relation  to  the  prince  of  the  country — protected  by  two 
guarantees  of  the  representative  of  the  British  government  in 
India,  We  now  come  to  another  class  of  women  who  suf- 
fered by  the  violent  misappropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Nabob,  by  which  their  regular  allowance  was  taken  &oin 
them  i  and  your  lordships  will  £nd  that  this  man's  crimes, 
at  every  step  we  take,  npen  into  guilt ;  his  acta  of  positive 
injustice  are  always  aggravated  by  his  conduct  with  regard  to 
the  consequencra  of  Ihem,  aad  i'orni  but  a  small  part  in  the 
mass  of  oppression  and  tyranny  which  we  have  brought  before 

My  lords,  the  unjust  seizure  of  the  jaghires  and  treasures 
of  the  Begums,  out  of  which  those  woraen  were  maintained, 
reduced  them  to  a  state  of  indigence,  and  exposed  them  not 
only  to  the  sufferings  which  belong  to  the  physical  nature  of 
man,  but  also  to  the  indignities  which  particularly  atEscted 
their  aes  and  condition.  But  before  I  proceed,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  restate  to  your  lordshipa  and  recall  to  your  memory 
who  these  women  were.  The  Nabob  Sujah  Dowlah  had  but 
one  legitimate  wife  ;  though  the  Mahomcdan  law  admits  of 
this  number's  being  estended  in  certain  cases  even  tofoui' — 
yet  it  is  for  the  most  part  held  disreputable,  especially^  when 
a  person  is  married  to  a  woman  of  the  firat  distinctioa,  to 
have  more  than  one  legitimate  wife.  Upon  looking  into  the 
Hedaia,  your  lordships  will  see  witli  what  eitreme  rigour  fi>p- 
nication  is  forbidden;  but  we  know  that  personsof  high  rank, 
by  customs  that  supersede  both  religion  and  laws,  add  to  the 
number  of  their  wives,  or  substitute  in  their  room  wivea  of  a 
subordinate  description,  and  indulge  themselves  in  this  licenaa 
to  an  unlimited  degree  ;  you  will  find  in  Chardin's  Travels, 
where  he  treats  of  the  aubject  of  marriage,  that  such  is  th* 
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cuetom  of  all  the  princee  of  the  East,  The  wives  of  thia 
Bubordinate  class,  though  they  are  in  reality  no  better  than 
concubines,  and  are  subject  to  the  power  and  caprices  of  their 
lords,  are  yet  allowed  in  the  eye  ot  the  severest  moralists  to 
Lave  some  excuse  for  their  frailty  and  their  weaknesa ;  and 
they  accordingly  olwaja  do  find  a  degree  of  favour  in  this 
■world,  and  become  the  object  of  particular  protection. 

We  inow  that  Sujab  ul  Dowlan  was  a  man  unquestionably 
in  his  manners  very  licentious  with  regard  to  women,  that  he 
had  a  great  number  of  these  women  in  his  family ;  and  that 
his  women  and  the  women  attendant  upon  the  persons  of  his 
favourites  had  increased  to  a  very  great  number.     We  know 
that  bis  sons  amounted  to  twenty  ;  or  according  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's own  account  to  nineteen.     Montesquieu  supposes  that 
there  are  more  females  bom  in  the  East  than  in  the  West. 
But  he  says  this  upon  no  good  ground.    We  know  by  better 
and  more  rei^ar  iuformntion  concerning  this  matter,  that  the 
birth  of  males  and  females  in  that  country  is  in  the  some 
proportion  aa  it  is  here ;  and  therefore  if  you  suppose  that  he 
had  twenty  sons,  you  may  suppose  he  had  about  nineteen 
daughters.     By  the  customs  of  that  country  all  these  sons 
^d  daughters  were  considered  as  persons  of  eminent  distinc- 
"m,  though  inferior  to  the  legitimate  children;  assuming 
e  rank  of  their  father,  without  considering  the  rank  which 
leir  mother  held.     All  these  wives  with  their  children,  and 
I  their  female  servants  and  attendants,  amounting  in  the 
'lole  to  about  eight  hundred  persons,  were  shut  up  in  what 
y  call  the  Khourd  Mlial,  or  lesser  palace.     Thia  place  is 
cribed  by  one  of  the  witnesses  to  be  about  aa  laige  as  St. 
fSameB's  Square.   Tour  lordships  have  been  told  that  in  other 
circumstances,  as  well  as  this,  these  women  were  considered 
Bs  objects  of  a  great  degree  of  respect,  and  of  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  protection.     I  refer  your  lordships  to  the  treaty  by 
orhich  their  maintenance  was  guaranteed  by  the  English  go- 

I  In  order  to  let  your  lordships  see  that  1  state  nothing  to 
•on  but  what  is  supported  not  only  by  general  history,  which 
(enough  to  support  an  account  of  general  manners,  but  by 
fce  particular  and  peculiar  opinions  of  a  person  best  informed 
|f  the  nature  of  the  case,  1  will  refer  you  to  the  Nabob  him- 
tf ;  for  undoubtedly  the  Hobob  of  Oude,  the  Virier  of  the 
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empire,  the  subadar  of  the  country,  waa  most  likely  to  be  tho 
best  judge  of  what  respect  was  due  to  the  women  of  bis 
father's  family.  I  will  therefore  read  to  your  lordshipa,  &om 
hia  owQ  lettera,  what  the  Nabob's  opinion  was  upon  tais  aab- 
jeot. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Vizier,  received  23rd  of  Auguat, 
1782  : — "I  uever  found  resource  equal  to  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. Every  year  by  taking  from  the  ministers  and  selling 
tbe  articles  of  my  Harlihanna,  I  with  great  distress  transacted 
the  business  ;  but  I  could  not  take  care  of  my  dependants, 
so  that  some  of  my  brothers,  from  their  difficulties,  arose  and 
departed ;  and  the  people  of  the  Khourd  Mbal  of  the  late 
Nawab,  who  are  all  my  mothers,  from  their  distresses  are  re- 
duced to  poverty  and  involved  in  difficulties ;  no  man  ot 
rank  is  deficient  m  the  care  of  his  dependants,  in  proportion 
to  hia  ability." 

Another  letter  from  the  Vizier,  received  the  31st  July, 
1784 :— "  My  brother,  dear  as  life,  Saadit  Ali  KhSn,  has  re- 
quested that  I  would  permit  hia  mother  to  go  and  reside  with 
him;  my  friend,  all  the  mothers  of  my  brothers  and  the 
women  of  the  late  Nawab,  whom  I  respect  as  my  own  mothers, 
are  here,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  support  them ;  ac- 
cordingly I  do  it,  and  it  is  improper  that  tliey  should  be 
separated,  nor  do  I  approve  it.  By  God's  blessing  and  your 
kindness,  I  hope  that  aU  the  women  of  the  late  Nawab  may 
remain  here ;  it  is  the  wish  also  of  my  grandmother  and  my 
mother  that  they  should." 

Tour  lordships  now  see  in  what  degree  of  estimation  the 
Nabob  held  these  women.  He  regarded  the  wives  of  hia 
iather  as  his  honorary  mothers ;  he  considers  their  children 
as  his  brethren ;  he  thinks  it  would  be  highly  dishonourable 
to  hia  government,  if  one  of  them  was  taken  out  of  the 
sanctuary  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  in  which,  he  says, 
the  great  of  the  country  are  obliged  to  maintain  their  de- 
pendanta.  This  is  the  account  given  by  the  person  beat 
acquainted  with  the  usages  of  the  country,  beat  acquainted 
with  his  own  duties,  best  acquainted  with  his  own  vrisbea. 

Now,  my  lords,  you  will  see  in  what  light  another  peraon, 
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the  agent  of  a  trading  Company,  who  designatei  himself 
under  the  name  of  Majeat;,  oad  assumes  other  great  distinc- 
tionB,  preauroes  also  to  consider  these  persons ;  and  in  what 
contempt  he  ia  pleased  to  hold  what  is  respected  and  what 
is  held  aacred  in  that  countiy.  What  I  am  now  going  to 
qnote  is  from  the  priaoner'a  second  defence,  For  ;I  must 
remind  your  lordshipa,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  three  de- 
fences ;  one  in  the  House  of  Commons,  auotber  in  the  lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  third  at  your  lordships'  bar. 
The  second  defence,  though  delivered  without  name,  to  the 
members  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  has  been 
proved  at  your  lordahips'  bar  to  be  written  by  himsell. 
This  lobby,  this  out-of-door,  defence  mihtates  in  some  re- 
spects, as  your  lordships  will  find,  with  the  in-door  defence  ; 
bot  it  probably  contains  the  real  sentiments  of  Mr.  Hflstings 
himself  delivered  with  a  httle  more  freeness  when  he  gets 
into  the  open  air,  like  the  man  who  was  so  vain  of  some  silly 
plot  he  had  hatched,  that  he  told  it  to  the  hackney  coachman, 
and  every  man  he  met  in  the  streets. 

He  says,  "  Begums  are  the  ladies  of  an  Eastern  prince,  but 
these  women  are  also  atyled  the  ladies  of  the  late  Vizier,  and 
their  sufferings  are  painted  in  auch  strong  colours,  that  the 
unsuspecting  reader  is  led  to  mix  the  subjects  together,  and 
to  suppose  that  these  Litter  too  were  prineeasea  of  Oude ; 
that  aU  their  sufferings  proceeded  from  some  act  of  mine,  or 
had  the  sanction  of  my  authority  or  permission.  The  feot 
ia,  that  the  persons  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  (or  little  seraglio) 
were  young  creatures,  picked  up  wherever  youth  and  beauty 
could  be  found,  and  mostly  purchased  from  amongst  the  most 
necessitous  and  meanest  ranks  of  the  people,  for  the  Nabob's 
pleasures."  In  the  in-door  defence,  he  says,  "The  said 
women,  who  were  mostly  persons  of  low  condition,  and  the 
aaid  children,  if  any  such  there  were,  lived  in  the  Khourd 
Mahl,  on  an  establishment  entirely  distinct  from  the  said 


My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  waa  the  opinion  of  the 
Nabob,  who  ought  to  know  the  nature  and  circumatancea  of 
his  iather's  palace,  respecting  these  women;  you  hear  what 
It.  Hastinga's  opinion  ia :  and  now  the  question  is,  whether 
your  lordships  will  consider  theae  women  in  the  same  light 
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ID  which  the  person  does  who  is  most  nearly  connected  willi 
them,  and  most  likely  to  know  them,  or  in  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  within  doora  and  without 
doora  to  describe  them.  Your  lordahipa  'will  be  pleased  to 
obaerre,  that  he  haa  brought  no  proof  whatever  of  facts,  which 
are  bo  baldly  asserted  by  him  in  defiance  of  proof  to  the  con- 
trary, totally  at  variance  with  the  letter  of  the  son  of  the  man 
to  whom  these  women  belonged.  Tour  lordflhi[i8, 1  say,  will 
remark,  that  he  has  produced  not  one  word  of  evidence,  either 
within  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  House  of  Peers,  or  in  the 
lobby,  or  anywhere  else,  to  verify  any  one  word  he  haa  said. 
He  slanders  these  women,  in  order  to  lessen  that  compassion 
which  your  lordships  might  have  for  the  Eufierings  he  inflicted 
upon  them.  But  admitting  that  some  of  these  women  were 
of  a  meaner  condition,  and  that  they  derived  nothing  from  their 
connexion  with  the  dignity  of  the  person  by  whom  they  had 
children  (and  we  know  that  in  the  whole  they  amount  to 
about  fourscore  children,  the  Kabob  having  a  race  like  the 
patri&rcha  of  old,  as  many  great  persons  in  that  part  of  the 
world  still  have), — aupposing,  I  say,  all  this  to  be  true;  yet 
vhen  persons  are  reduced  from  ease  and  affluence  to  misery 
and  diatreas,  they  naturaUy  excite  in  the  mind  a  greatOT 
degree  of  compassion  by  comparing  the  circumstancea  in 
which  they  once  stood,  with  those  into  which  they  aro 
fallen  ;  for  famine,  degradation,  and  oppression  were  famine, 
degradation,  and  oppression  to  those  persons,  even  though 
they  were  as  mean  as  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  represent 
them.  But  I  hope,  as  you  will  sympathize  with  the  great 
on  account  of  their  condition,  that  you  will  sympathize  with 
all  mankind  on  the  ground  of  the  common  condition  of  hu- 
manity, which  belongs  to  us  all ;  therefore  I  hope  your  lord- 
sfaips  will  not  consider  the  calumny  of  Mr.  Hastings  against 
those  women  aa  any  other  than  as  an  aggravation  of  hia 
offence  against  them.  That  is  the  light  in  which  the  House 
of  Commons  considered  it ;  for  they  had  heard  both  his  in- 
door and  out-door  defence,  and  they  stiD  persevered  in 
making  the  charge,  and  do  persevere  in  making  it  still. 

We  have  first  stated  what  these  women  were ;  in  what 
light  they  stood  with  the  Nabob  ;  in  what  light  they  stood 
with  the  country  at  large.  I  have  now  to  state  in  what  light 
ihey  Btood  with  the  British  government,  previous  to  thii  io> 
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Tuion  of  their  rights  ;  and  vre  will  prove  they  were  tho  actual 
subjecta  of  a  guarantee  hy  the  Compaoy, 

Extract  from  aa  agreement  made  by  Mr.  Middieton,  to  all 
iihe  particularB  of  which  he  engagee  to  procure  a  treaty  from 
4die  Kabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  aiter  hiti  arrival,  and  that  he 
■will  also  Bign  it,  aa  follows  ; — 

"  Pirat,  that  whenever  the  Begum  Bhall  choose  to  go  to 
Mecca,  she  shall  be  permitted  to  go." 

"  Second,  that  when  the  Nabob  shall  arrive,  I  (Mr.  Mid- 
dleton)  will  procure  suitable  allowances  to  be  made  to  the 
ladies  of  the  zeuaoa  and  the  children  of  the  late  Nabob 
Sujah  nl  Donlah,  and  take  care  that  they  arc  paid." 

''Third,  that  the  festivals  (shaddee)  and  marriages  of  the 

Idren  of  the  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  shall  be  at  the 

)osal  of  the  Begum ;  whenever  she  thinks  proper  she 

marry  them ;  and  whatever  money  shall  be  necessary 

leae  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  Nabob." 

I'ourth,  that  the  Syer  of  Coda  Gunge  and  Ally  Gunge 

shall  be  retained  by  the  Begum  as  heretofore." 

"  Fifth,  that  I  (Mr.  Middletoc)  wiU,  upon  the  arrival  of 
tlie  Nabob,  procure  Vizier  Gunge  and  the  garden  of  Sepoy 
dand  KhSn,  or  their  equivalent,  for  the  Begum." 

"  Sixth,  that  I  (Mr.  Middleton)  will  eudeavour  to  obtain 
from  the  Nabob  the  sum  of  1,150,000  rupees  on  account  of 
the  pQiehase  of  Metchee  Bohaun,  and  the  house  of  Sahebjee, 
and  the  fort  of  the  Gossim,  with  the  land  and  garden  and 
the  barraderry  on  tlie  banks  of  Goomply,  and  bazaar  and 
garden  of  the  liouse  of  Mahnarain  and  the  house  of  Beng 
Peofand  at  Lucknow ;  all  of  which  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah  has  assumed  possession  of." 

"  Seventh,  that  I  will  settle  with  the  Nabob  the  allow- 
ances to  be  made  in  ready  money  to  the  ladies  of  the  zenana 
and  others  specified,  in  the  following  amount :  Total,  17 
lades,  250  rupees  per  month." 

"  Eighth,  npon  the  arrival  of  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
Bahadre,  I  will  endeavour  with  all  my  influence  to  settle  the 
monthly  allowances  of  Mohrum  AUy  Khan  and  Mahmud 
Eltifant  Khan,  tStc.,  the  attendants  of  the  Begums." 

"Ninth,  that  if  the  Begum  shall  go  to  Mecca,  she  shall 
leare  her  mahals  and  jaghires  to  the  Begum,  the  mother  ol 
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Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  vho  shall  remit  the  revenues  thereof  to 
■  e  Burree  Begum ;  no  one  shall  prerent  her  enjoying  W 
jaghires." 

T,mj  lords,  we  will  read  the  copy  of  an  ecgagemeat 

under  the  seal  of  the  Nahob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  under 
the  seal  and  signature  in  English  of  Mr.  Middleton,  ae  fol- 
lows : 

"  First,  I,  who  am  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowtah  Bahadre, 
agree,  that  the  jaghires  and  the  ginges  and  monthly  al- 
lowance of  the  officers  and  servants,  and  of  the  ladies  of  the 
zenana,  and  of  those  specLfled  in  the  accounts  annexed,  shall 
be  at  the  disposal  and  under  the  management  and  authority 
of  the  Begum,  and  no  one  shall  oppose  or  prevent  it ;  this  I 
wilt  punctually  observe.  In  this  agreement  Mr.  Middleton 
and  the  English  are  engaged." 

"  Second,  whenever  the  Begum  may  choose  to  go  to  Mecca 
1  will  not  oppose  it." 

"  Third,  whenever  the  Begum  should  go  to  Mecca,  she 
shall  leave  her  lauds,  jaghires,  &c.,  either  m  the  care  of  my 
mother  or  of  me ;  and  I  will  procure  bills  for  the  amount  of 
their  revenues,  and  send  them  to  her :  no  one  shall  oppose 

"  Fourth,  the  Begum  shall  have  authority  over  all  the 
ladies  of  her  zenana,  she  shall  let  them  remain  with  me,  and 
not  let  them  go  anywhere  without  my  permission,  or  keep 
them  with  her." 

"Fifth,  the  jaghires  Coda  Gunge  and  Ally  Gunge,  &c., 
with  the  mahal  and  syer  belonging  to  the  Begum  and  made 
over,  shall  remain  as  heretofore  in'  her  possession.  Total, 
li,460  rupees  per  month." 

"  Eighth,  the  Begum  has  authority  over  the  ladies  and  at- 
tendants of  the  zenana ;  neither  myself  nor  any  one  else  will 
oppose  it." 

"  Ninth,  the  Begum  (my  grandmother)  shall  have  the  a 
thority  in  all  festivals,  and  in  the  marriage  of  the  children 
of  the  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  with  the  consent  of 
my  mother  and  myself,  shall  regulate  them  ;   excepting  in 
the  festivals  (shaddee),  the  authority  is  mine  " 
—     -■  ■        ,  guarantees  to  the  above 
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^B  Your  lordships  will  obserre  Bomething  here  worthy  of  your 
Hpotice,  Tou  will  first  perceive,  that  the  very  treaty  in  whicli 
"■Mr,  Haatinga,  by  his  representative,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  a 
party  concerned,  supposes  that  tlie  Nabob  Srnah  ul  Dowlah  had 
other  children  besides  the  reigning  prince  by  his  sole  legiti 
laate  wife  ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  in  uis  defence  has  thought 
proper,  with  a  fiiU  knowledge  of  that  circumstance,  to  doubt 
whether  there  were  any  other  children.  Tou  nest  see,  that 
these  women  have  Mr.  Middleton'a  (that  is,  Mr.  Hastings's) 
guarantee  for  the  allowances  which  are  made  and  settled  upon 
them,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their  atteudauta,  for  the 
securitj  and  enjoyment  of  their  own  poBsessions,  for  their 
having  a  law  officer  of  high  rank,  a  moulavre  of  their  own. 
In  short,  there  ia  a  regular  establishment  formed  for  all 
these  women ;  they  are  not  separated  aa  a  part  diatinct  &om 
the  Begums;  but  theyareput.hy  this  very  guarantee,  entirely 
under  their  management ;  the  maintenance  of  the  children  is 
secured,  the  whole  order  and  economy  of  their  eatabliahment 
ia  delivered  entirely  to  the  Begum  the  grandmother  and  the 
B^um  the  mother  of  the  Nabob. 

My  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  arrangements  have  the 
solemn  guarantee  of  the  Company,  and  that  these  women 
fijrm  a  very  considerable  part  of  that  guarantee ;  and  therefore 

Jour  lordahipa  will  not  treat  their  sufferings,  inflicted  in  vio- 
ition  of  the  Company's  own  settlement  and  guarantee,  aa  a 
matter  of  no  consideration  for  you.     But  to  proceed — 

We  have  proved  to  your  lordships  that  the  Nabob  was  re- 
dnced  to  a  state  of  the  greatest  poaaible  misery  and  diatreaa  ; 
that  his  whole  revenue  was  sequestered  into  the  hands  of 
Mr,  Hastings's  agents  ;  and  that  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  he 
was  to  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  a  body  of  troops,  with 
which  he  had  been  burdened  without  his  own  voluntary  con- 
sent ;  nay  more,  the  temporary  brigade  which  Mr.  Hastings 
proposed  to  take  off,  but  kept  on  ;  which  he  considers  not  only 
aa  a  great  diatreaa  to  hia  finances,  but  a  dreadful  scourge  and 
calamity  to  hia  country  ;  there  was  a  whole  pension  list  upon 
it,  with  such  enormous  pensions  as  £18,000  a  year  to  Sir 
Byre  Coote,  and  other  pensions  that  Mr.  Hastings  propoaed 
to  take  off,  but  did  not.  That  in  proportion  as  the  Naooh's 
distress  iucreaaed,  Mr.  Hastings's  demands  increased  too  ;  he 
VU  not  satisfied  with  taking  Irom  hitn  for  the  Company,  but 
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he  took  from  liim  for  himself;  he  demanded  £600,000  a 
load,  when  he  knew  he  had  neither  money  nor  credit. 

The  consequence  of  these  acta  of  violence  was,  that  these 
people,  besieged  by  the  English  troops,  and  deprived  of  eveiry 
resource,  even  of  the  funda  of  charity,  by  which  the  protect- 
ors of  the  iamily,  male  and  female,  might  have  relieved  them, 
but  which  the  cruel  rapacity  of  Mr.  Hastings  hod  either  en- 
tirely taken  away  or  greatly  diminished,  were  reduced  to 
the  last  extremity  of  distress. 

After  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  we  first 
brought  these  matters,  with  their  proofs,  I  shall  beg  leave, 
before  you  go  to  judgment,  to  refresh  your  memory  with  a 
recital  of  a  part  of  that  evidence,  in  order  that  your  lordships 
may  again  fully  and  distinctly  comprehend  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  oppression,  cruelty,  and  injustice  committed  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  which  you  may  estimate  the  punish- 
ment you  will  inflict  upon  him. 


"  Sir,- — The  women  belonging  to  the  Khourd  Mahl  com- 
plain of  their  being  in  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and 
are  at  last  drove  to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get 
on  the  top  of  the  zenana,  make  a  great  disturbance,  and  ^t 
night  not  only  abused  the  sentinels  posted  in  the  gardens, 
but  threw  dirt  at  them  ;  they  threatened  to  throw  themselves 
from  the  walls  of  the  zenana,  and  also  to  break  out  of  it. 
Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of  this  matter,  and  to 
request  to  know  if  you  have  any  direction  to  give  me  concern- 
ing it.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  I  sent  for  Lataffit 
Ah  IChin,  the  cojah  who  has  the  charge  of  them,  who  in- 
formed me  their  complaint  is  well  grounded,  that  they  ha^e 
sold  everything  they  had,  even  to  the  clothes  from  their  backs, 
and  DOW  have  no  means  of  existing  ;  enclosed,  I  transmit 
you  a  letter  from  Moaatall  on  the  subject." 


"  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the 
women  in  the  Khourd  Mahl ;  their  behaviour  last  night  was 
lo  furious,  that  there  seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  theif 
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proceeding  to  tbe  utmost  eitremitieB,  and  that  they  would 
either  throw  theioBelvca  from  the  walls,  or  force  the  doors  ol 
the  zeuana.  1  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the 
cause  of  their  complaints,  and  lind  from  Latuflit  Ali  iChfin 
that  they  are  in  a  starving  condition,  having  sold  all  their 
clothes  and  neceHaariea,  and  now  have  not  wherewithal  to 
(upport  nature ;  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite  silent  upon 
th^  head,  should  he  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  cose  they 
were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenana  ;  as  I  Hospect  it  ■will 
happen,  should  no  subsiatcDce  be  very  quickly  sent  to  them." 

kZetterJrom  Major  Oilpin  to  John  Sristow,  Eeq.,  SeHdent 
at  the  Cowrt  of  Luchnow ;  30(A  October,  1782.  J 

"Last  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  the  women  in  th# 
[hourd  Mahl  /cnana,  under  the  charge  of  Latafiit  Ali  Kbftn,  ' 
aseembled  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  la- 
mentable manner  for  food  ;  that  for  the  last  four  days  they 
bad  got  but  a  very  scanty  aUowance,  and  that  yesterday  they 
had  got  none.  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more 
easily  imagined  than  described ;  and  from  their  rcpresenta- 
tiona,  I  fear  that  the  Nabob's  agents  for  that  huBiness  are  very 
inattentive.     I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  yon  ac- 

Suainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excellency  the  fl"a- 
ob  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  their 
conduct  to  these  poor,  unhappy  women." 

■        Letter  from  Mr.  Brittow  to  Major  Oilpin  ;  Fyzabad, 
'y  4tA  November,  1782. 

\,  "Sir, — I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th,  19th, 
&7th,  and  3Dth  ultimo.  I  communicated  the  contents  of  that 
of  the  30th  to  the  minister,  who  promised  me  to  issue  orders 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  relieve  the  distress  of 
the  Khourd  Mahl.  I  shall  also  forward  a  bill  for  10,000  ru- 
pees to  you  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  ;  and  if  in 
the  mean  time  you  may  find  means  to  supply  to  the  amount 
of  that  sum,  I  will  become  personally  responsible  to  you  for 
the  repayment." 

t    Letter  jrom  Major  Qilfin  to  John  BrUtow,  Eeq.,  at  lie      ^^^H 
(hurt  ofLuchmw;  M/gabad,  loth  November,  1782.       ^^^^| 


r 


lelancholy. 
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Malil  uenana  for  Hubaiatence  have  been  tnilr  melancholy. 
They  beg  moat  piteously  for  liberty,  that  they  may  earn 
their  daily  bread  by  laborious  servitude,  or  be  relieved  from 
their  misery  by  immediate  death.  In  consequence  of  their 
unhappy  situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  draw- 
ing on  you  in  favour  of  Eamnarain  at  ten  days'  sight  for 
twenty  son  Kerab  rupees,  ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid 
to  Coja-i  Latafit  Ali  Khan,  under  whose  chiu^  that  sena- 


These,  my  lords,  are  the  state  of  the  distresses  in  the 
year  1782 ;  and  your  lordships  will  see  that  they  continued 
almost,  with  only  occasional  reliefs,  during  the  period  of  that 
whole  year.  Now  we  enter  into  the  year  1783,  to  show  you 
that  it  continued  during  the  whole  time ;  and  then  I  shall 
make  a  very  few  remarks  upon  it. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  part  of  Mr.  Holt's  evi- 
dence, by  which  it  is  proved  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  duly 
advertised  of  all  these  miserable  and  calamitous  circuro- 
stances:— Q.  "Whether  you  saw  a  letter  of  intelligence  from 
Fyzabad,  eontaiuing  a  relation  of  the  treatment  of  the 
women  in  the  Khourd  Mahi? — A.  Tea,  I  did,  and  translated 
it.  Q.  From  whom  did  it  come  ?— A.  Hoolas  Eoi.  Q.  Who 
waa  he  p — A.  An  agent  of  the  resident  at  Fyzabad,  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  information  to  the  resident. 
Q.  Was  that  paper  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hastings  ? — A.  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  it  was  transmitted  to  the  board,  after 
I  had  attested  it.  Q.  Do  you  remember  at  what  distance  of 
time  after  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  respecting  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Khourd  Mahl,  that  paper  was  transmitted  to 
Calcutta? — A.  I  cannot  say.  Q.  Do  vou  believe  it  waa 
transmitted  within  ten  months  after  tne  time  it  was  re* 
ceivedP — A.  I  understood  it  to  bealetterreceived  just  before 
it  waa  transmitted.  Q.  Then  you  understand  it  waa  trans- 
mitted as  soon  as  received  ? — A.  Tes,  in  the  course  of  three 
days.  Q.  Can  you  bring  to  your  mind  the  time  at  which  the 
translation  waa  made  ? — A.  To  the  beat  of  my  recoOection  it 
was  in  January,  1784,  Q.  "Whether  the  distresses  that  had 
been  complained  of  had  ceased  for  above  a  twelvemonth  "be- 
fore the  distresses  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  ? — A.  I  understood 
ibey  were  new  distresses.    Q.  Then  you  state  that  that 
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Kcount,  transmitted  in  1764,  was,  as  you  unoerstaiid,  £n 

sccount  of  ufiw  distresses  ?• — A.  Tes." 

1  shall  now  refer  jour  lordatips  to  p^;e  899  of  jour  printed 
minutes: — [The  manflKGra  for  the  Commons  iicquainted  the 
House  that  thej  would  neit  read  the  paper  of  intelligenca 
»hich  had  been  authenticated  by  Mr.  Holt,  in  hia  evidence 
■itthe  bar,  relative  to  the  miserable  situation  of  these  women, 

*liieh  tbej  meant  to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Hastings  {] An 

Mtract  of  a  consultation  of  the  17th  February,  1784.— At  a 
Muneil;  present,  the  Honourable  "Warren  Hastings,  Esq., 
pernor- General,  President;  Edward  "WTieler  and  John 
^tsbles,  Esqrs.,  Mr.  Macpherson  absent  from  the  presidency 
"T  the  benefit  of  his  health:  The  following  letter  and  its 
^icloaures  were  received  from  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  8th  instant, 
^M  circulated, — "  Honourable  Sir,  and  Gentlemen, — I  have 
•"e  honour  to  forward  for  your  further  information  the 
^'iclosure  No.  3 ;  it  contains  a  relation  of  the  hardships 
?ldured  by  the  ladies  of  the  late  Vizier  Zenana." — Signed, 
•'ota  Bristow.  J 

Translation  of  a  Foper  ofinieUiffence/rom  Fi/zabad.      ^| 

"  The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants  were  still  as 
*^lamorou8  as  last  night;  Latafht,  the  daroga,  went  to  them, 
^tid  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their  con- 
'iuct,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  in  a  few  dajs  all 
*-lieir  allowances  would  be  paid,  and  should  that  not  be  the 
^ase,  be  would  advance  them  ten  dajs'  subsistence  upon  con- 
ation that  thej  returned  to  their  habitations ;  none  of  them 
tiowever  consented  to  his  proposal,  but  were  still  intent  upon 
^knaking  their  escape  through  the  bazaar,  and  in  consequence 
Ssrmed  themselves  in  the  following  order : — The  children  in 
11116  front,  behind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio,  and  behind 
them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their  intentions  were  frus- 
trated  by  the  opposition  which  thej  met  with  from  Lataffit's 
sepoya.     The  next  day  Latafiit  went  twice  to  the  women, 
and  used  his  endeavours  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenana, 
promising  to  advance  them   10,000  rupees,  which,  upon  the 
money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  comply  with ;  but 
night  coming  on,  nothing  transpired. 

"  On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more  violent 
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than.  UBual ;  Lataffit  vieat  to  confer  with  them  on  the  lius^ 
neas  of  yeaterday,  offering  the  aame  terms ;  depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  promiaea,  they  consented  to  return  to  their 
apartments,  which  they  accordingly  did,  eicept  two  or  three 
of  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants ;  Lataffit  went 
then  to  HoBhmuud  Ali  Kh^n,  to  consult  with  Lim  ahout 
what  means  they  should  take ;  they  came  to  a  resolution  of 
driring  them  in  hy  force,  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys  to 
heat  any  one  of  the  women  who  should  attempt  to  move 
forward.  The  sepoys  accordingly  assemhled,  and  each  one 
heing  provided  with  a  hliidgeon,  they  drove  them,  by  dint  of 
beating,  into  the  zenana.  The  women,  seeing  the  treachery 
of  Lataffit,  proceeded  to  throw  stones  and  bricka  at  the  aepoys, 
and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible 
from  the  gates  being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge 
till  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  finding  their  situation  despe- 
rate, they  returned  into  the  Eung  Mahl,  and  forced  their  way 
from  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  house  and  gardens.  After  this  they  were  desiroua  of 
getting  into  the  Begum's  apartments,  hut  ahe,  being  apprized 
of  then"  intentions,  ordered  the  doors  to  be  ahut.  In  the  mean 
time  LatafGt  and  Hushmund  Ali  KhAu  posted  justice  a  to  se- 
cure the  gates  of  the  lesser  Mahl.  During  the  whole  of  this 
conflict,  flie  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view 
of  the  sepoy  a. 

"  The  Begum  then  sent  for  Ijatafflt  and  Hoshmund  Ali 
KhSn,  whom  she  aeverely  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon 
knowing  the  cause  of  this  mfamoua  behaviour.  They  pleaded 
in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  helping  it,  as  the  treat- ' 
ment  the  women  had  met  with  had  only  been  conformable  to 
hia  exceUency  the  Vizier's  orders.  The  Begum  alleged  that 
even  admitting  that  the  Nabob  had  given  these  orders,  they 
were  by  uo  means  authorized  in  this  manner  to  disgrace  the 
family  of  Sujah  Dowlah  ;  and  should  they  not  receive  their 
allowances  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  great  moment  j 
what  had  passed  was  now  at  an  end ;  but  that  the  Vizier 
should  cer^inly  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  a2air 
and  that  whatever  he  directed  she  should  imphcitly  comply 
with.  The  Begum  then  sent  for  two  of  the  chOdren  who 
were  wounded  in  the  affray  of  last  night,  and  after  endeavour- 
ii^  to  soothe  them,  she  again  sent  to  Lataffit  and  Hoshmunc 
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>li  Ehikii,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  children  again  eipressed 
her  dUapprobation  of  tlieir  conduct,  and  the  improhabihty  of 
Azoph  ulJDowlab'a  Bufl'ering  the  ladies  and  children  of  Sujah 
Dowlah  to  be  disgraced  by  being  espoaed  to  the  view  of  the 
nepoys;  upon  wliJch  Lataffit  produced  the  letter  Irom  the 
N&bob,  representiiig  that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  order 
of  his  excellency,  and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  dutr 
to  obey ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  re- 
tired quietly  to  their  apartments,  he  would  not  have  used  tbe 
jneoDB  he  had  taken  to  compel  them.  The  Begum  again 
obaerred,  that  what  had  passed  was  now  over.  She  theu 
gave  the  chOdren  400  rupees  and  dismissed  them,  and  sent 
word  hy  Sunrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies 
would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  LatafEt  would 
anpply  them  with  3000  or  4000  rupees  for  their  present  ei- 
penaes,  and  recommended  them  not  to  incur  any  further  dis- 
grace ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  aCTeeahty 
to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong.  The  ladies  fol- 
lowed her  advice,  and  about  ten  at  night  went  back  to  the 
zenana.  The  next  morning  the  Begum  waited  upon  the 
mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stancea  of  the  diBturbance.  The  mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah 
returned  for  answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept 
by  crores  of  revenue,  she  was  not  surprised  that  the  family 
of  Sujah  Dowlflh,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  subsistence, 
ahould  be  obhged  to  expose  themselves  to  the  meanest  of 
the  people.  After  bewailing  their  misfortunes  and  shedding 
many  tears,  the  Begum  took  her  leave  and  returned  home." 
A§  a  proof  of  the  extremity  of  the  distress  which  reigned 
in  the  Khourd  Mahl,  your  lordships  have  been  told  that  these 
women  must  have  perished  through  famine,  if  their  gaolers, 
Captain  Jaqnes  and  Major  Gilpin,  had  not  raised  money  upon 
their  own  credit,  and  supplied  them  with  an  occasional  relief. 
And  therefore  when  they  talk  of  his  peculation,  of  his  taking 
but  a  bribe  here  and  a  bribe  there,  see  the  consequences  of 
his  system  of  peculation,  see  the  consequence  of  a  usurpation 
which  extinguishes  thu  natural  authority  of  the  country,  see 
tiie  consequences  of  a  clandestine  correspondence  that  does 
not  let  the  injuries  of  the  country  come  regularly  before  the 
uithorities  in  Oude,  to  relieve  it ;  consider  the  whole  masa 
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of  crimeB,  and  then  consider  the  Bufferings  that  have  a 
in  consequence  of  it. 

Mf  lords,  it  was  not  corporal  p^  alone  that  these  nuser- 
able  women  suflered.  The  unaatiafied  cravings  of  hunger 
and  the  blows  of  the  sepoja'  bludgeons  could  touch  only  the 
physical  part  of  their  nature.  But,  my  lords,  men  are  made 
of  two  parts,  the  physical  part  and  the  moral.  The  former 
he  has  in  common  with  the  bmte  creation.  Like  theirs,  our 
corporal  pains  are  very  limited  and  temporary.  But  the 
sufferings  which  touch  our  moral  nature  have  a  wider  range, 
and  are  infinitely  more  acute,  driving  the  sufferer  sometimes 
to  the  extremities  of  despair  and  distraction,  Man,  in  his 
moral  nature,  becomes,  in  nis  progress  through  life,  a  creature 
of  prejudice — a  creature  of  opinions — a  creature  of  habits, 
and  of  sentiments  growing  out  of  them.  These  form  our 
second  nature,  as  inhabitants  of  the  country  and  members  of 
the  society  in  which  Providence  has  placed  us.  This  sensi- 
bility of  our  moral  nature  is  far  moro  acute  in  that  sei  which 
I  may  say,  without  any  compliment,  forms  the  better  and 
more  virtuous  part  of  maulritid,  and  which  is  at  the  same 
time  the  least  protected  from  the  insults  and  outrages  to  which 
this  sensibility  exposes  them.  This  ia  a  new  source  of  feel- 
ings that  oiten  make  corporal  distress  doubly  felt ;  and  it  has 
a  whole  class  of  distresses  of  its  own.  These  are  the  things 
that  have  gone  to  the  heart  of  the  Commons. 

We  have  stated  first,  the  sufferings  of  the  Begum,  and 
secondly,  the  sufferings  of  the  two  thousand  women,  I  beliere 
they  are  not  fewer  in  number,  that  belong  to  them,  and  are 
dependent  upon  them,  and  dependent  upon  their  well-being. 
Wa  have  stated  to  you  that  the  court  of  directors  were 
shocked  and  astonished  when  they  received  the  account  of 
the  first,  before  they  had  heard  the  second.  We  have  proved 
they  desired  bim  to  redress  the  former,  if  upon  inquiry  he 
found  that  his  original  suspicions  concerning  their  conduct 
were  ill  founded.  He  has  declared  here  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider these  as  orders.  Whether  they  were  orders  or  not, 
could  onjthing  have  been  more  pressing  upon  all  the  duties 
and  all  the  sentimcnta  of  men,  than  at  least  to  do  what  was 
^ust,  that  is,  to  make  such  an  inquiry  as  in  the  result  might 
justify  his  acts,  or  have  entitled  thera  to  redress  ?  Not  one 
trace  of  inquiry  or  redress  do  ire  find,  except  we  suppose,  ■■ 
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we  hear  nothing  after  this  of  the  famine,  that  Mr.  Bristow, 
■who  seems  to  be  a  man  of  humanity,  did  so  effectually  inter- 
pose, that  they  should  no  longer  depend  for  the  safety  of  their 
honour  on  the  bludgeons  of  the  sepoya,  by  which  alone  it 
eeems  they  were  defended  from  the  profane  view  of  the 
vulgar,  and  which  we  must  etate  as  a  matter  of  great  aggra- 
vation in  this  case. 

The  counsel  on  the  other  side  say  that  aU  this  intelligence 
comes  in  an  anonymous  paper  without  date,  transmitted  firom 
a  newspaper  writer  at  Fyzabad.  This  is  the  contempt  with 
which  tney  treat  this  serious  paper  sent  to  Mr.  Hastings  him- 
Bolf  by  official  authority ;  by  Hooks  Eot,  who  was  the  news- 
writer  at  Fyzahad ;  the  person  appointed  to  conrey  authentic 
intelligence  concerning  the  state  of  it  to  the  resident  at  Luck- 
now.  The  resident  received  it  as  such ;  he  transmitted  it  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  it  was  not  till  this  hour,  till  the  counsel 
were  instructed  (God  forgire  them  for  obeying  such  inatruc- 
tiona)  to  treat  these  things  with  ridicule,  that  we  have  hoard 
this  Hoolas  Eoi  caHed  a  common  news-writer  of  anonymous 
information,  and  the  like.  If  the  information  had  come  in 
any  way  the  least  authentic,  instead  of  coming  in  a  manner 
the  most  authentic  in  which  it  was  possible  to  come  to  Mr. 
Hastings — he  was  bound  by  every  feeling  of  humility,  every 
principle  of  regard  to  his  own  honour  and  his  employers',  to 
see  whether  it  was  true  or  false ;  if  false  to  refute  it ;  if  true 
to  affijrd  redress :  he  has  done  neither.  Therefore  we  charge 
him  with  being  the  cause ;  we  charge  upon  him  the  conse- 
qnences,  with  all  the  aggravations  attending  them  ;  and  we 
flail  both  upon  justice  and  humanity  for  redress,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  afforded  to  these  people,  and  for  the  sererest  punish- 
ments which  yoTir  lordships  can  inflict  upon  the  author  of 
these  evils.  If  instead  of  the  mass  of  crimes  ,  that  we  have 
brought  before  you,  this  singly  had  been  charged  npon  the 
^isoner,  1  will  say  that  it  is  a  greater  crime  than  any  man 
'ttu  ever  been  impeached  for  before  the  House  of  Lords,  from 

e  first  records  of  parliament  to  this  hour. 

I  need  not  remind  yonr  lordships  of  one  particular  circum- 
stance in  this  cruel  outrage.  No  excuse  or  pretence  what- 
ever is  brought  forward  in  its  justification.  With  respect  to 
the  Begums,  they  have  been  charged  with  rebellion ;  but  who 
has  Bccosed  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  the  EIiDurd  Mahl 
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of  rebellion  or  rebellious  deaigna  ?  What  hearsay  is  tnen 
even  agninst  them  of  it  ? — No ;  even  the  persons  permitted 
by  Mr.  HuBtings  to  rob  and  destroy  the  colmtry,  and  who  are 
stated  by  him  to  have  been  bo  employed,  not  one  of  that 
legion  of  locusts  which  he  had  sent  into  the  country  to  eat 
up  and  devour  the  bread  of  its  inhabitants,  and  who  had 
been  the  cause  both  of  the  famine  itself  and  of  the  inability 
of  the  Beguras  to  struggle  with  it ;  none  of  these  people,  I 
say,  ventured  even  a  hearaay  about  these  women. 

Were  the  sufferers  few  ?  There  were  eight  hundred  of 
them,  besides  children.  Were  they  persons  of  any  rank  and 
conaequeace  ?  We  are  told  that  they  were  persons  of  con- 
siderahle  rank  and  distinction,  connected  with  and  living 
imder  the  protection  of  women  of  the  first  rank  in  Asia. 
Were  they  persons  not  deserving  pity  ?  We  know  that  they 
were  innocent  women  and  chilaren,  not  accused,  and  unsus- 
pected of  any  crime.  He  has  taken  into  his  head  to  speak 
contemptuously  of  these  women  of  the  Khourd  Mahl :  but 
your  lordships  will  consider  both  descriptions  generally  with 
some  respect;  and  where  they  are  not  objects  of  the  highest 
respect,  they  will  be  objects  of  your  compassion.  Your  lord- 
ships by  your  avenging  justice  will  rescue  the  name  of  the 
British  government  from  the  foulest  disgrace  which  this  maTi 
has  brought  upon  it. 

An  account  of  these  transactions,  as  we  have  proved  by 
Mr.  Holt's  evidence,  was  regularly  transmitted  and  made 
known  to  him.  But  why  do  I  say  made  known  to  him  ? — 
Do  not  your  lordships  know  that  Oude  was  his,  that  he 
treated  it  like  his  private  estate,  that  he  managed  it  in  all  its 
concerns  as  if  it  were  his  private  demesne  ;  that  the  Nabob 
dared  not  do  a  single  act  without  him ;  that  he  had  a  resident 
there  nominated  by  himself,  and  forced  upon  the  Nabob,  in 
defiance  of  the  Company's  order  p  Yet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  we  do  not  find  a  trace  of  anything  done  to  relieve  the 
aggravated  distresses  of  these  untortunate  people. 

These  are  some  of  the  consequences  ot  that  abominable 
system  which,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  Mr. 
Hastings  estabhshed  in  Oude ;  he  knew  everything  there ; 
he  had  spies  upon  his  regular  agents,  and  spies  again  upon 
them.  We  can  prove  (indeed  he  has  liimaelf  proved),  that 
beaidea  his  correspondence  with  his  avowed  agents,  Majcx 
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I  aimer  and  Major  Dayy,  be  had  aecret  correBpondence  with  k 
hole  Iioat  of  agents  and  pcnaioDerB,  who  did  iind  must  Imve 
formed  him  of  every  circumHtance  of  these  aft'airB.     But  if 
he  had  never  been  informed  of  it  at  all,  the  Commons  con- 
tend, and  very  well  and  justly  contend,  that  he  who  uanrps 
the  govemraent  of  a  country,  who  eitinguiahea  the  authority 
^^-lOf  its  native  sovereign,  and  places  in  it  instruments  of  his 
^■jpm,  and  that  in  deimnce  of  those  whose  orders  he  was  bound 
^HId  obey,  is  responsible  for  everytiiing  that  was  done  in  the 
^BGountry.  We  do  charge  him  with  these  acts  of  delinquencies 
Bnd  omissions,  we  declare  him  responsible  for  them  ;  and  we 
Call  for  your  lordBhipa'  judgment  upon  these  outrages  against 
humanity,  aa  cruel  perhaps  as  ever  were  auflcred  in  any 
coimtry. 

My  lords,  if  there  is  a  spark  of  manhood,  if  there  ia  in 
your  breasts  the  least  feeling  of  our  common  humanity,  amd 
especially  for  the  sufleringa  and  distresses  of  that  part  of 
fcuman  nature  which  is  made  by  its  peculiar  constitution  more 
quick  and  sensible, — if^  I  say,  there  is  a  trace  of  this  in  your 
"oreaHts,  if  you  are  yet  alive  to  such  feelings,  it  is  impossible 
that  you  should  not  join  with  the  ComnionB  of  Great  Britain 
in  feeling  the  utmost  degree  of  indignation  against  the  man 
who  was  the  guilty  cause  of  this  accumulated  distress.  You 
see  women,  whom  we  have  proved  to  be  of  respectable  rank 
and  condition,  exposed  to  what  is  held  to  be  the  laat  of  in- 
dignities in  that  country,  the  view  of  a  base,  insulting,  ridi- 
culing, or  perhaps  vainly  pitying  populace.  Ton  have  oefore 
yon  the  first  women  in  Asia,  who  consider  their  honour  as 
joined  with  that  of  these  people,  weeping  and  bewailing  the 
calamities  of  their  house.  You  have  seen,  that  in  this  mi- 
sery  and  distress  the  sons  of  the  Nabob  were  involved,  and 
that  two  of  them  were  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  escape ; 
and  yet  this  man  has  had  the  impudence  to  declare  his 
doubts  of  the  Nabob's  having  had  any  children  in  the  place  ; 
though  the  account  of  what  was  going  on  had  been  regularly 
iransmitted  to  him.  After  this,  what  is  there  in  his  conduct 
that  we  can  wonder  at  ? 

My  lords,  the  maintenance  of  these  women  had  been 
guaranteed  by  the  Company,  hut  it  was  doubly  guaranteed 
nnder  the  great  seal  of  humanity.  The  conscience  of  every 
nun,  and  more  especially  of  the  great  and  powerful,  is  the 
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keeper  of  that  great  seal,  and  knowa  what  is  due  to  ita 
authority.  For  the  violation  of  both  these  guaranteea,  witU- 
out  eveQ  the  vain  and  frirolouB  pretence  of  a  rebellion,  and 
for  ail  ita  conaeq^uences,  Mr.  Hastings  is  answerable ;  and  he 
will  not  escape  your  justice  by  those  miaerabla  eicuaes 
which  he  has  produced  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  which 
he  has  produced  here  in  his  juatiiication.  My  lords,  that 
justification  we  leave  with  your  lordships. 

We  now  proceed  to  another  part  of  our  charge,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  has  not  thought  proper  to  deny,  but  upon  which  we 
shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observatioBS.  Tou  will  first 
hear  read  to  you,  from,  the  17th  article  of  our  charge,  the 
Bubject-matter  to  which  we  now  wish  to  call  your  atten- 

"  That  in  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783,  three  of  the 
said  brothers  of  the  Nabob,  namely,  Myrza  Hyder  Ally, 
Myrza  Imay  ul  Ally,  and  Myrza  Sjof  Ally,  did  represent  to 
the  said  Bristow  that  they  were  in  distress  for  dry  bread  and 
clothes ;  and,  in  consequence  of  auch  representation,  were  re- 
lieved by  the  intervention  of  the  aaid  Briatow  ;  but  soon 
after  the  deputation  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  to  Oude, 
in  the  year  1784,  that  is  to  e&j,  some  time  in  or  about  the 
month  of  September,  in  the  said  year  1784,  the  aaid  Myrza 
Hyder  Allv,  one  of  the  three  princes  aforesaid,  did  fly  to  the 
province  of  Benares,  and  did  remain  there  in  great  diatress  ; 
and  that  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write  to  the 
aaid  Nabob  an  account  of  the  aforesaid  ctrcumatances,  in 
certain  loose,  light,  and  disrespectful  eipressiona  concerning 
the  said  Myrza  Hyder  Ally,  he  did  not,  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  in  anywise  exert  that  influence  which  he  actu- 
ally and  notoriously  possessed  over  the  mind  of  the  aaid  ' 
Nabob,  for  the  rehef  of  the  said  prince,  the  brother  of  the 
Baid  Nabob ;  but  without  obtaining  any  satiafactory  and  spe- 
cific BSBurancea,  either  from  the  said  Nabob  or  the  said 
minister,  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  did  content  himself  with 
advising  the  said  prince  to  return  to  his  brother,  the  said 
Nabob." 

The  answer  of  Mr,  Hastings  to  that  part  of  the  aeven- 
teenth  article  states  : — "  And  the  said  Warren  Haslinga  h^ 
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tliat  in  or  about  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  1783,  a  paper 
was  received,  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  Govern  or- General 
and  council  from  Mr.  Briatow,  purporting  to  he  a  tranBlntion 
of  a  letter  from  three  brothers  of  the  said  Vizier,  in  which 
tliey  did  represent  themselves  to  be  in  distress  for  dry  bread 
and  clothes ;  but  whether  such  distress  actuuUy  exis^d,  and 
was  relieved  by  the  said  Briatow,  the  Baid  Warren  Hastings 
Cannot  set  forth." 

"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  some 
fcime  in  the  month  of  September,  17S4,  the  said  Wairco 
llaatingB,  being  then  at  Benarea,  did  receive  information  that 
JMjTza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  there,  and  the  said  Warren 
iEaatings,  not  knowing  before  that  time  that  there  was  any 
Kuch  person,  did  write  to  the  Nahob.Vizier,  to  the  purport 
or  effect  following : — '  A  few  days  ago  I  learned  that  a  person 
<M,lled  Myrza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  at  Benares,  and  caUed 
lumself  a  son  of  the  deceased  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  I 
"waa  also  told  that  he  came  from  lyzabad ;  as  I  did  not  know 
"whether  he  left  Fyzabad  with  or  without  your  consent,  I 
therefore  did  not  pay  him  much  attention,  and  I  now  trouble 
you  to  give  me  every  information  on  the  subject,  how  ho 
tsame  here,  and  what  your  intentions  are  about  him  ;  he  re- 
mains here  in  great  distress,  and  I  therefore  wish  to  know 
your  sentiments.'  " 

"  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  fiirtber  says,  that  having 
received  an  answer  from  the  said  Vizier,  he  did,  on  or  about 
the  13th  of  October,  1784,  enclose  the  same  in  a  letter  to  the 
said  Myrza,  of  which  letter  the  following  is  a  copy;— 'An 
answer  is  arrived  to  what  I  wrote  on  your  account  to  the 
Mabob  Vizier,  which  I  enclose  to  you  ;  having  read  it,  you 
win  send  it  back.  I  conceive  you  had  better  go  to  the  Kabob 
Vizier'a  presence,  who  will  certainly  afford  you  protection 
and  assistance.  I  will  write  what  ia  proper  to  carry  you  to 
the  Nabob,  and  it  will  in  every  respect  be  for  your  good ; 
whatever  may  be  your  intention  on  this  head,  you  will  write 
to  me.' " 

"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  submits  that  it  was  no 
part  of  his  duty  as  Grover nor- General  to  interfere  with  the 
said  Vizier  on  behalf  of  the  said  Myrza,  or  to  obtain  from 
the  said  Vizier  any  specific  assurances  on  the  subject." 
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Continuation  of  the  ecventeenth  artiijle  of  the  charge;— 
"  That  in  order  to  avoid  lamiiie  at  home,  another  of  the  N^ 
bob's  brothers,  by  name  Myrza  JuDgli,  was  under  the  necea- 
Bity  of  flying  from  hia  uktive  country,  and  did  seek  protection 
from  a  certain  Mahomedaa  lord,  cailed  Myrza  Shuflii  Kh&n, 
then  prime  minister  of  the  Mogul,  from  whom  he  did  go  to 
the  camp  of  the  Mahratta  chief  Miadajee  Scindia,  where  he 
did  solicit  and  obtain  a  military  command,  together  with  a 
grant  of  lands  or  jaghire,  for  the  subsiHtence  of  himself  his 
family,  and  followers ;  but,  wishing  again  to  be  received  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  government,  the  said  Myrza 
.Tungli,  in  1783,  did  apply  to  the  said  resident  Briatow, 
through  David  AnderBon,  Esq.,  then  on  an  embaaay  in  the 
camp  of  the  aaid  Scindia ;  and,  in  conaequenee  of  such  ap- 
plication, the  said  Briatow,  sensible  of  the  disgrace  which 
the  exile  of  the  said  Myraa  Juugli  reflected  both  on  the  said 
Nabob  of  Oude  and  the  British  nation,  did  negotiate  with  the 
Nabob  and  his  miniaters  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrsia 
Jungli,  and  for  the  settlement  and  regular  payment  of  some 

S roper  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Myrxa 
ungli ;  but  the  allowance  required  waa  ultimately  refused ; 
and,  although  the  whole  of  the  tranaactiona  aforesaid  were 
duly  represented  to  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  by  the  said 
Anderson  and  by  the  said  Briatow,  and  although  be  had 
himself  received,  so  early  as  the  23rd  of  August,  1782,  a 
letter  from  the  Vizier,  grievously  complaining  of  the  cruel 
and  eitortious  demands  made  upon  bim  by  the  said  Warren 
HaatingH, — in  which  letter  he  did  eipressly  mention  the 
flight  of  hia  brother,  and  the  diatreaaes  of  the  women  of  hia 
late  father,  who  be  said  wore  all  his  mothers,  and  that  hie 
said  brothers,  from  the  reaumption  of  their  jaghires,  were 
reduced  to  great  affliction  and  diatreas, — and  he  did  attribute 
the  aaid  flight  of  some  of  his  brethren,  and  the  distresscB  of 
the  rest,  and  of  the  women  who  stood  in  a  species  of  maternal 
relation  to  him,  as  owing  to  the  aforesaid  oppressive  demands ; 
yet'the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and 
corruptly  decline  to  make  any  order  for  the  better  provision 
of  any  of  the  aaid  eminent  familv,  or  for  the  return  of 
said  prince,  who  Lad  fled  from  his  brother's  court  to  a 
the  danger  of  perishing  by  famine." 
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Answer  of  Mr.  Haatings  to  that  part  of  the  eliarge  :- 
*'  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  furtlier  Bays,  that  he  was  ic- 
fo3mied  thut  Myrza  Jungli,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned, 
did  leave  hia  native  country  in  diHtreaa,  and  did  go  to  Mjraa 
Shuffu  Khan,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned ;  and  the 
eaid  Warren  HaEtinga  likewise  admits  he  'wsa  informed  that 
the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did  afterwards  leave  the  said  Myrza 
Shuflh  Khftn,  and  repair  to  the  camp  of  Mhadajee  Scindia, 
■with  a  view  of  obtaining  some  establishment  for  hiroBelf  and 
folio  wers." 

"And  the  aaid  "Warren  Hastings  further  aaya,  that  in  cer- 
tain letters,  written  by  David  Anderson,  Eaq.  and  John  Bris- 
tow,  Esq.,  it  waa  represented  that  the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did 
apply  to  the  said  Bristow,  through  the  said  Anderson,  then 
on  an  embassy  in  the  camp  of  the  said  Scindia,  and  that  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  said  Bristow  did,  amongst  other 
things,  apply  to  the  Nabob  Vizier  for  a  certain  allowance  to 
be  made  to  the  said  Myrza,  and  for  the  regular  payment  there- 
of, and  th»t  a  certain  allowance  was  accordingly  settled  by 
the  aaid  Vider  on  the  said  Myiza ;  and  the  aaid  Warren 
Hastings  says,  that  information  of  the  above  transactions  was 
transmitted  to  the  board  of  council ;  and  that  a  letter  from 
the  said  Vizier  waa  received  on  the  23rd  of  August,  1782,  con- 
taining certain  representations  of  the  distresses  of  himself 
and  limiily  ;  and  ne  admits  that  no  order  was  made  by 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  proviaion  of  any  of 
the  said  family,  or  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrza ;  but  the 
aaid  Warren  Hastings  denies  that  he  waa  guilty  of  any  cru- 
elty, inhumanity,  or  corruption,  or  of  any  misconduct  what 
soever  in  the  matters  aforesaid." 

Continuation  of  the  charge  : — "  That  some  time  in  or  I 
about  the  month  of  December,  1783,  the  Nabob  Behadre,  ' 
another  of  the  brothers  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  repre- 
sent to  the  said  Bristow,  that  he,  the  said  Nabob  Behadre,  had 
not  received  a  farthing  of  his  allowance  for  the  current  year, 
and  waa  without  food ;  and  being  wounded  by  an  assassin, 

fiad  also  murdered  bis  aunt  in  the  very  capital  of  Oude, 
id  Nabob  Behadre  had  not  a  daum  to  pay  the  surgeon, 
ittended  him  for  the  love  of  God  alone;  that  at  or 
the  period  of  the  above  representation,  the  said  Bristow 


^ 


[ 


282  SPEECH   in    THE   LMPEiCHMEST  OT 

was  recfllled,  and  tke  aaid  Warren  HastiDgs  proceeded  up  to 
Lucknow,  but  did  not  inquire  into  tbe  aaid  repreaentatioiiB 
transmitted  b;  the  said  Uriatow  to  Caluutta,  nor  did  order 

Mr.  Hastings's  answer  to  the  part  of  the  charge  last  read : 
— "  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastiiiga  further  aajs,  that  on  the 
29th  January,  1784,  after  the  recall  of  the  said  Bristow,  he, 
the  said  Briatow,  did  transmit  to  the  Governor-General  and 
council  two  letters,  one  dated  the  28th  of  December,  17B3, 
the  other  the  7th  January,  1784,  purporting  to  be  written  by 
the  aaid  Nabob  Behadre,  addressed  to  him,  the  said  Briatow, 
to  the  effect  in  the  said  article  stated  ;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  admits,  that  when  at  Lucknow  he  did  not  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  supposed  transaction  in  the  said  seven- 
teenth article  stated,  or  make  any  order  concerning  the  said 
Behadre,  and  be  denies  that  it  was  his  duty  so  to  do." 
Here  is  the  name  of  this  Nabob  from  a  list  of  the  jaghirdara, 
stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  page  485  printed  minutes.  Amongst 
the  names  of  jaghirdars,  the  times  when  granted,  and  the 
amount  of  the  jaghires,  there  occurs  that  of  the  Nabob  Be- 
hadre, with  a  grant  of  a  jaghire  of  the  amount  of  20,000 
rupees. 

[Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  here  remarked,  that  what  had  been 
just  read  was  matter  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  charge 
and  parts  of  the  answer  to  it ;  and  that  upon  looking  back  to 
the  former  proceedings,  it  baa  escaped  his  attention  if  any 
matter  contained  in  the  sfeventeenth  article  had  been  made 
matter  of  the  charge.  That  it  therefore  seemed  to  him  that 
it  could  not  be  brought  in  upon  a  reply,  not  having  been 
made  matter  of  the  charge  originally.] 

Mr.  Surke.  My  lordi,  I  have  to  say  to  this,  that  I  be- 
lieve you  have  heani  these  facts  made  matter  of  charge  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  I  conceive  they  have  been  admitted 
by  the  prisoner ;  and  that  the  Commons  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proofs  of  anything  in  their  charge  which  ia  fully  and 
in  terms  admitted.  The  proofs  which  they  have  produced 
to  your  lordships  were  upon  matters  which  were  contested ; 
but  here  the  facts  are  admitted  in  the  fullest  manner ;  we 
neither  have  abandoned  them,  intended  to  abandon  them, 
Jior  eyer  ahall  abandon  them  ;  we  have  made  them,  u  a 
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charge,  upon  record.  The  anawera  to  them  have  been  re- 
corded,  wiiich  anawera  are  complete  admissions  of  every  liict 
in  the  charge. 

[Xiord  Ckanecllor.  I  do  not  make  myself  nnderatood. 
The  objection  is  not  that  there  has  not  been  evidence  given 
upon  the  eeventeenth  article,  but  at  the  close  of  the  case  on 
the  part  of  the  managers  for  the  House  of  Commons,  no 
mention  having  been  made  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
seventeenth  article ;  that  therefore,  although  it  may  all  have 
been  admitted  by  the  answer  to  be  true,  yet  in  justice,  if  from 
that  answer  vou  ground  the  chaise,  it  is  neceBsary  the  de- 
fendant should  be  heard  upon  it.] 

Mr.  Bttrke.  If  your  lordships  choose  that  the  defendant 
ahal]  be  heard  upon  it,  we  have  no  kind  of  objection,  nor  ever 
had,  or  proposed  an  objection  to  the  defendant  being  heard 
upon  it,  Tour  lordships  know  that  the  defendant's  counsel 
value  themselves  upon  having  abandoned  their  defence  against 
certain  parts  of  the  charge ;  your  lordships  know  that  they 
declared  that  they  broke  off  thus  in  the  middle  of  their  de- 
fence, in  order  to  expedite  this  huHiness. 

\^Jjord  Oiancellor.  Eeferring  to  the  proceedings,  I  think 
it  a  matter  perfectly  clear,  that  in  the  course  of  the  charge, 
after  certain  articles  hod  been  gone  through,  the  mant^ers 
for  the  Commons  closed  the  case  there,  leaving  therefore  all 
the  other  articles,  eicepting  those  that  had  been  discussed;  as 
matters  standing  with  the  answers  against  them,  but  not  in- 
sisted upon  in  making  out  the  charge.  Of  course,  therefore, 
if  the  defendant  had  gone  into  any  of  those  articles,  the  de- 
fendant must  have  been  stopped  upon  them,  because  he  would 
then  have  been  making  a  ease  in  defence  to  that  which  had 
not  been  made  a  case  in  the  prosecution  ;  the  objection  there- 
fore is  not  at  all  that  no  evidence  has  been  examined.  To 
he  sure  it  would  be  an  answer  to  that  to  say,  you  are  now 
proceeding  upon  an  admission ;  but  even  upon  those  facta 
that  are  admitted  (if  the  facts  are  admitted  that  are  insisted 
upon  as  matter  in  charge),  that  should  come  in  the  original 
Btate  of  the  cause,  and  the  defendant  in  common  justice  must 
be  heard  upon  that,  and  then,  and  then  only,  come  the  ob- 
•Kratione  in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burke.  We  do  not  know,  nor  are  informed,  that  any 
«harge,  information,  or  indictment  that  is  before  the  court, 
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und  upon  record,  and  iB  not  denied  by  the  defendant,  does 
not  stand  in  lull  forne  against  him.  Wo  conceive  it  to  be  so ; 
we  conceive  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  all  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  reason  why  we  did  not  go  into  and  insist  upon 
it  was,  that  having  a  very  long  cause  before  ua,  and  haying 
the  most  full  and  complete  admission  upon  this  subject,  we 
did  not  proceed  further  in  it.  The  defendant  defends  him- 
self by  averriug  that  it  teas  not  his  duty.  It  was  not  our 
business  to  prove  that  it  was  bis  duty.  It  was  he  that  ad- 
mitted the  facts  assumed  to  be  the  foundation  of  his  duty ; 
the  negative  he  was  bound  to  prove,  and  he  never  offered  to 
prove  it. 

All  that  I  can  say  upon  this  point  is,  that  bis  delinquency 
in  the  matter  in  question  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  clear  distinct 
case ;  to  be  a  great  offence ;  an  offence  charged  upon  the 
record,  admitted  upon  the  record,  and  never  by  us  abandoned. 
As  to  his  defence  having  been  abandoned,  we  refer  your  lord- 
ships to  the  last  petition  laid  by  bini  upon  your  table  (that 
libeUoua  petition,  which  we  speak  of  as  a  libel  upon  the 
House  of  Commons),  and  which  has  no  v^dity  but  as  it 
asserts  a  matter  of  fact  from  the  petitioner.  And  there  you 
will  find  that  be  has  declared  explicitly,  that  for  the  accom- 
modation and  case  of  this  business,  and  for  its  expedition,  he 
did  abandon  bis  defence  at  a  certain  period. 

tLord  Chancellor.  A  charge  consisting  of  a  variety  of  ar- 
S8  in  their  nature  (however  connected  with  each  other  in 
their  subject,  but  in  their  nature)  distinct  and  specific,  if  only 
certain  widcles  are  pressed  in  the  charge,  to  those  articles 
only  can  a  defence  be  applied ;  and  all  the  other  articles  that 
are  not  made  matter  of  charge  originally,  have  never,  in  the 
course  of  any  proceeding  whatever,  been  taken  up  originaUg 
in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burhe.  With  great  respect  to  your  lordship's  judg- 
ment, we  conceive  that  the  objection  taken  from  our  not 
having,  at  a  certain  period,  argued  or  observed  upon  tbe 
prisoner's  answ  er  to  tbe  articles  not  insisted  upon  ia  not  con- 
clusive, inasmuch  aa  the  record  still  stands,  and  as  our 
charge  still  stands  It  was  never  abandoned ;  and  the  de- 
fendant might  have  made  a  justification  to  it  if  he  had 
thought  fit,  he  ne\cr  did  think  fit  so  to  do.  If  your  lord- 
ahips  thmk  that  we  ought  not  to  argue  upon  it  here  in  our 
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reply,  because  we  did  not  argue  upon  it  before, — well  and  i 

good ;  but  we  have  argued,  and  do  argue  in  our  reply,  many  , 

tbinga  to  which  be  never  gave  any  answer  at  all.     I  shall 

beg  leave,  if  your  lordships  please,  to  retire  with  my  feUow- 

managers  for  a  moment,  to  conBult  whether  we  shall  press 

tMs  point  or  not.     We  shall  not  detain  your  lordships  many  ■ 

Sutea.  ^^J 

HlMiagera  wiihdrew : — tn  a  few  mittutes  the  Managen,  ^^^H 
returned  again  into  the  Hall.  ^^^| 

jifr.  Siirke.  My  lords,  the  managers  have  consulted  ^^^ 
among  themselves  upon  this  business ;  they  first  referred'  to 
your  printed  proceedings,  in  order  to  see  the  particular  cir- 
cumatance  on  which  the  observation  of  your  lordship  is 
founded ; — we  find  it  thus  rtated : — "  Then  the  maaagera  for 
the  Commons  informed  the  Lords,  that,  saving  to  themselves 
tbeir  undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  the  Commons  were 
content  to  rest  their  charge  here." — "We  rested  our  charge 
there,  not  because  we  meant  to  efface  any  precedent  matter 
of  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  us,  and  of  which  the 
facts  had  heen  admitted  by  the  defendant,  but  simply  saving 
our  rights  and  privileges ;  that  is,  to  resume  (and  to  mate 
new  matter  if  we  thought  fit),  the  Commons  were  content 
to  rest  the  charge  there. 

I  have  further  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant  have  opened  a  vast  varieW  of  matter  that 
is  not  upon  record,  either  on  our  part  or  on  theiTB,  in  order  to 
illustrate  and  to  support  their  cause ;  and  they  have  spoken 
day  after  day  upon  the  principles  on  which  their  defence  was 
made ;  my  great  object  now  is  an  esamination  of  those  prin- 
ciples, and  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  these  principles  by  ei- 
amplea  which  are  not  the  less  cogent,  the  less  weighty,  and 
the  less  known,  because  they  are  articles  in  this  charge. 
Moat  aasuredly  they  are  not.  If  your  lordships  recollect  the 
speeches  that  were  made  here,  yon  know  that  great  merit  was 
giTen  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  matters  that  were  not  at  all  in  the 
charge,  and  which  would  put  us  under  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties, if  we  were  to  take  no  notice  of  them  in  our  reply.  For 
inataoce,  bis  merits  in  the  Mahratta  war,  and  a  great  mass  of 
matter  upon  that  subject,  were  obliquely  and  for  other  jmr- 
posee  brought  before  you,  upon  wEich  they  argued.     That 
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immenee  maffl  of  matter,  containing  an  immense  maes  ot 
principles,  and  which  was  sometimes  eupported  by  alleged 
facts,  BometimeB  by  none,  they  have  opened  and  argued  upon, 
as  matter  relative  to  principle.  In  answer  to  their  argument, 
we  propose  to  show  the  mischiefa  that  have  happened  from 
the  miaehievous  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hnatings,  and 
the  miBohievoua  consequences  of  them. 

If,  howeyer,  after  this  eiplanation,  your  lordships  are  of 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  he  allowed  to  take  this  course, 
wishing  to  fall  in  with  jour  lordships'  sentiments,  we  shall 
abandon  it.  But  we  will  remind  your  lordships  that  such 
things  stand  upon  your  records  ;  that  they  stand  unanswered, 
and  admitted  on  your  records ;  and  consequently  they  cannot 
be  destroyed  by  any  act  of  ours,  but  by  a  renunciation  of  the 
charge,  which  renunciation  we  cannot  make,  because  the  de- 
fendant has  clearly  and  iidly  admitted  it  to  be  founded  in 
fact.  We  cannot  plead  error;  we  cannot  retract  it.  And 
why  ?  Because  he  has  admitted  it.  We  therefore  only  re- 
mind your  lordships  that  the  charge  stands  uncontradicted; 
and  ttiat  the  observation  we  intended  to  make  upon  it  was 
to  show  your  lordships  that  the  principles  upon  which  he 
defends  all  such  conduct  are  totally  f^se  and  groimdlesa. 
But  though  your  lordships  should  be  of  opinion  that  we  can- 
not presa  it,  yet  we  cannot  abandon  it ;  it  is  not  in  your 
power — it  is  not  in  our  power — it  ia  not  in  his  power,  to 
abandon  that  charge.  You  cannot  acquit  him  of  that  charge ; 
it  ia  impossible.  I^  however,  your  lordships,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  business,  method  of  proceedings,  or  any  circum- 
stance of  that  kind,  wiah  we  should  say  no  more  upon  the 
subject,  we  close  the  aubject  there.  Tour  lordships  are  in 
poasesaion  both  of  the  charge  and  the  admission  5  and  wo 
wish,  and  we  cannot  wiah  better  than  to  leave  it  aa  it  is  upon 
the  record. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  here  said,  The  opinion  of  the  Lords 
can  on3y  be  with  me  matter  of  conjecture,  I  certainly  waa 
not  commanded  by  the  House  to  state  the  observation  that 
had  occurred  to  me ; — but  in  the  position  in  which  it  now 
stands,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  aajing',  as  my  own  judgment, 
that  nothing  can  be  matter  in  reply  that  doea  not  relate  to 
those  articlea  that  were  pressed  in  the  original  charge ;  and 
therefore,  in  this  position  of  the  business  of  reply,  you,  osnnot 


go  into  new  matter  ariBing  out  of  other  articles  that 
originally  inaiBted  upon. 

Ji£r.  Burke.  We  were  aware  of  the  objection  that  might 
be  made  to  admitting  our  obaeirationa,  if  considered  as  observ- 
ationa  upon  the  aeyenteenth  article,  but  not  when  considered 
with  reference  to  facta  on  the  record  before  you,  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  disproTing  the  principles  upon  which  the  defendant 
and  his  counsel  had  relied,  that  was  the  purpose  for  which 
we  proposed  chiefly  to  make  them  ;  but  your  lordahip'a  [the 
Lom  Cbaneenor'aJ  own  personal  authority  wiU  hare  great 
weight  with  us,  and  unless  we  perceive  some  other  peer  diifer 
from  you,  we  will  take  it  in  the  course  we  have  constantly 
done ;  we  never  Lare  sent  your  lordahipa  out  of  the  hall  to 
consent  upon  a  matter  upon  which  the  noble  lord  appeared 
to  httTe  formed  a  decision  in  his  own  mind ;  we  tate  for 
gnmted  that  what  ia  delivered  from  the  woolaack,  to  which 
no  peer  eipresses  a  dissent,  is  the  aenae  of  the  Houae,  as 
Bucb  we  take  it,  and  fia  such  we  submit  to  it  in  this  instance. 

Therefore  leaving  this  upon  the  record  as  it  stands,  with- 
out observing  upon  it,  and  submitting  to  your  lordships'  de- 
cision, that  we  cannot,  according  to  order,  observe  in  reply 
npon  what  was  not  declared  by  us  to  bo  a  part  of  the  charges 
we  meant  to  insist  upon,  we  proceed  to  another  business. 

"We  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships,  and  we  beg  to 
remind  you  of  it,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  country  of 
Oude  when  Mr.  Hastings  first  came  to  it ;  his  suhsecjuent 
and  immediate  usurpation  of  all  the  powers  of  government, 
and  the  use  he  made  of  them  ;  the  tyranny  he  exercised  over 
the  Nabob  himself,  the  tyranny  he  eiercised  upon  his  mother 
and  grandmother,  and  all  the  other  females  of  his  family  and 
their  depcndmits  of  every  description,  to  the  number  of  about 
eight  hundred  persons ;  the  tyranny  exercised  (though  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  press  it  now)  upon  bis  brethren.  We 
have  shown  you  how  he  confiscated  the  property  of  all  the 
jaghiidars,  the  nobility  of  the  coimtry ;  we  have  proved  to 
your  lordships  that  he  was  well  acquainted  witn  all  the 
misery  and  distress  occasioned  by  these  proceedings,  and  that 
lie  afforded  the  sufferers  no  relief.  We  now  proceed  to  re- 
view the  effects  of  this  general  mass  of  usurpation,  tyranny, 
and  oppression,  upon  the  revecuea  and  the  prosperity  of  tbe 
conuby. 
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Tour  lordships  will  first  be  pleased  to  advert  to  the  state' 
in  which  Mr.  Haetinga  found  the  isouctry ; — in  what  etate  h^ 
found  its  revenues ; — who  were  the  executive  miniatera  of  the* 
govemmeat;  what  their  conduct  was,  and  bj  whom  they 
were  recommended  and  aupported.  For  the  evidence  of  theae 
ticts,  we  refer  jour  lordships  to  yourprintedminutea — there, 
my  lords,  they  stand  recorded  ;  they  never  can  be  eipuuged 
out  of  your  record,  and  the  memory  of  mankind,  whether, 
we  be  permitted  to  preas  them  at  this  time  upon  your  lord- 
ships or  not.  Your  lordships  will  there  find  in  what  man- 
ner the  govemmeat  was  carried  on  in  Oude,  in  1775,  before 
the  period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  uaurpation ;  Mr.  Hastings,  you  | 
will  find,  has  himself  there  stated  that  the  minister  was 
recommended  by  the  Begums  ;  and  you  will  remark  this,  be- 
cause Mr.  Ha^tmgs  afterwards  makes  her  interference  in  the 
government  of  her  son  a  part  of  bis  crimination  of  the 
Begums. 

The  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude  thus  writes  on  the  2nd  ' 
of  lilaroh,  177S  : — "  Notwithstanding  the  confidence  the  Na- 
bob reposoa  in  Murteza  Khan,  the  Begums  are  much  dissatis- 
fied with  his  elevation.  They  recommended  to  his  excel-  I 
lency  to  encourage  the  old  servants  of  the  government,  whose 
influence  in  the  country,  and  experience,  might  have  strength- 
ened his  own  authority,  and  seated  hitn  firmly  on  the  Maa- 
nud ;  in  some  measure  this  too  may  appear  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  Company,  for  as  Eliia  Kh£ia  and  the  old 
ministers  have,  by  frequent  instances  within  their  own  know- 
ledge, experienced  the  power  of  our  government,  such  men 
I  should  conceive  are  much  more  likely  to  pay  deference  to 
the  Company,  than  a  person  who  at  present  can  have  but  a 
VBiT  imperfect  idea  of  the  degree  of  attenrion  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  our  connexion  with  the  Nabob."  Tour  lord- 
ships see  that  the  Begums  recommended  the  old  servants, 
contrary  to  the  maxims  of  Kehohoam, — those  who  had  served 
hia  father  and  had  served  the  country,  and  who  were  strongly 
inclined  to  support  the  English  interest  there.  Tour  lord- 
ships win  remark  the  efiecta  of  the  Begum's  influence  upon 
the  state  of  things  in  1775,  that  the  Nabob  had  been  advised 
by  hia  mother  to  employ  the  confidential  servants  of  his 
^ber ;  persons  conversant  ia  the  affiiirs  of  the  country,  pep>   \ 
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tone  interested  in  it,  and  persona  who  were  well  disposi 
tupport  the  EngliBh  eounesioD.  Tour  lordshipB  will  now 
attend  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bristow,  at  Lucknow,  to  the 
board,  dated  28th  November,  1775  : — "  I  also  neglected  no 
part  of  my  duty  on  the  spot ;  but  advised  the  miniater,  eveii 
at  Lucknow,  according  to  m  j  letter  of  the  third  iuBtant,  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  Nabob  to  dismiss  bis  useless  and  mutin- 
oufl  troops,  which  measure  seems,  by  present  appearances,  to 
have  succeeded  beyond  expectation,  as  the  rest  of  the  army 
do  now  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  his  escellency's  orders ; 
already  the  complaints  of  the  rioleucea  the  troops  used  to 
commit  are  greatly  decreased  j  they  profess  obedience,  and 
by  the  best  intelligence  I  can  obtain  of  their  disposition, 
there  seeniB  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  eiamples  made  by 
disbanding  Bussunt's  corps  has  eveiy  good  eMct  we  could 
wish,  which  had  crossed  the  river  and  voluntarily  surrender- 
ed their  arms  the  day  before  yesterday  to  the  Nabob." 

His  nest  letter  is  dated  13th  June,  1776 : — "  Honourable 
Sir  and  Sirs, — It  is  Elija  KhSn'a  first  object  to  regulate  the 
Tizier's  revenue ;  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that 
the  short  time  he  has  been  in  office  he  has  been  indefhtiga- 
ble,  and  already  settled  the  Lrreater  part  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  and  fised  on  the  distncts  for  the  aasigaments  of  the 
army  subsidy.  Corah  and  Allahabad  he  has  disposed  of,  and 
called  for  the  Dooab  and  Eohilehund  accounts,  in  order  to 
adjust  them  as  soon  as  possible.  This  activity  will,  I  hope, 
produce  the  most  salutary  effects  at  the  present  juncture, 
being  the  commencement  of  the  season  for  the  cultivatioii. 
The  aumils,  by  being  thus  early  placed  in  their  offices,  have 
the  opportunity  of  Mvancing  tuckovy,  encouraging  the  ryots, 
and  making  their  agreements  in  their  severi  cEstricta,  iu 
letting  under  farms,  or  disposing  of  the  lands  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  expedient.  If,  though  simi- 
lar to  the  late  minister's  conduct,  a  delay  of  two  or  three 
months  should  occur  in  the  settlement  of  the  lands,  the  peo- 
ple throughout  the  countiy  would  be  disheartened,  and  in- 
evitfthty  a  very  heavy  balance  accrue  on  the  revenue.  I  have 
troubled  the  honourable  board  with  this  detail,  in  the  first 
place,  to  show  the  propriety  of  Elija  KhAn's  conduct ;  and 
in  the  next,  the  essential  service  that  will  be  rendered  to  '■'"" 
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Vizier  by  continuing  Calonel  Parker'a  detachment  dariiig 
tLe  whole  rains  in  Corah,  if  required  hy  the  Vizier." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  had  a  view  of  the  state  of  Oude 

fjrevious  to  the  first  period  of  our  connexion  with  it.  Tour 
ordGhipa  have  eeen  and  understand  that  part  of  the  middle 
period,  with  which  we  do  not  mean  to  trouble  you  again. 
Tou  will  now  bo  pleased  to  attend  to  a  letter  from  IVzoola 
KhSn  to  the  Govern  or- General,  received  the  13th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778 : — "  This  country  of  Cnttah,  which  formerly  de- 
pended on  the  Bohilla  states,  and  which  I  consider  aa  now 
appertaining  to  the  Company,  was  very  populous  and  flourish- 
ing, but  since  the  commencement  of  the  Nabob  Vizier's 
government,  the  farmers  appointed  by  his  ministers  have 
desolated  the  country.  Its  situation  is  at  present  very 
ruinous ;  thousands  of  villages,  formerly  populous,  are  now 
utterly  deserted,  and  no  trace  left  of  them.  1  have  already 
written  to  Eoy  Buckatowr  Sing  a  fuU  account  of  the  tyranny 
and  oppression  exercised  by  the  farmers,  to  be  communicated 
to  you ;  the  constant  revenue  of  a  country  depends  on  the 
care  of  its  rulers  to  preserve  it  in  a  flouriahmg  state.  I 
have  been  induced  to  make  the  representation  hy  my  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  for  otherwise  it  is  no 
concern  of  mine.  Should  these  oppressions  continue  one  or 
two  years  longer,  and  the  rulers  take  no  measures  to  put  a 
stop  to  them,  the  whole  country  will  be  a  desert." 

'  My  lords,  upon  these  statements  I  have  only  to  make  this 
remark,  that  you  Iiave  seen  the  first  state  of  this  countjj ; 
and  that  the  period  when  it  had  fallen  into  the  state  last  de- 
scribed, was  about  two  years  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  obtained 
the  majority  in  the  council,  and  began  to  govern  this  coun- 
try by  his  lieutenants.  We  know  that  the  country  was  put 
by  him  under  military  collectors ;  you  see  the  consequences. 
The  person  who  makes  this  representation  to  Mr.  Hastingi 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  of  its  distress  and  calamity,  and 
of  the  desolation  of  a  thousand  of  the  villages  formerly 
flourishing  in  it,  is  no  less  a  person  than  a  prince  of  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  a  person  of  whom  you  have  often  hewrd, 
and  to  whom  the  cause  of  humanity  is  much  indebted. 
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namely,  FyKoola  KbAn ;  a  pnnce  whose  country  the  English 
resident,  travelling  through,  declares  to  be  cultivated  like  a 
garden.  That  this  was  the  state  of  the  EohiUa  coimfcry  ia 
owing  to  its  hariug  very  Ibrtunately  been  one  of  those  that 
eecBped  the  doininioii  of  Mr.  Haatisga. 

We  win  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  from  Sir  Eyra 
Coote  to  the  board  at  Calcutta,  dated  the  11th  of  September, 
1779: — "  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, — The  day  before  yeater-  , 
day  I  encamped  near  Allahabad,  where  the  v  izier  did  me  the  ' 
htmour  of  a  visit ;  and  yesterday  morning,  in  my  way  hither, 
I  returned  it,  and  was  received  by  hia  excellency  with  every 
mortc  of  respect  and  distinction.  This  morning  he  called 
liere,  and  we  had  some  general  conversation,  which  princi- 
pally turned  upon  the  subject  of  his  attaohment  to  the  Eog- 
Ueb,  and  his  readiness  to  show  the  sincerity  of  it  upon  ail 
occaaions.  It  is  to  be  wished  we  had  employed  the  iimuence 
■which  such  favourable  sentiments  must  have  given  ua  more 
to  the  benefit  of  the  country  and  ourselves ;  but  I  fear  the 
distreBses  which  evidently  appear  on  the  face  of  the  one,  and 
the  iwlure  of  the  revenues  to  the  other,  are  not  to  be  wholly 
aacribedto  the  Visier's  mismanagement." — This  is  the  testj- 
mony  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  pensioner.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  re- 
specting the  known  state  of  the  country  during  the  time  of 
ttiia  horrible  usurpation,  which  Sir  Eyre  Coote  mentions 
under  the  soft  name  of  our  influence.  But  there  could  be 
but  one  voice  upon  the  subject,  and  that  your  lordships  shall 
now  hear  from  Mr.  Hastings  liimself.  We  refer  your  lord- 
ahips  to  the  minute  of  the  Governor- Generd's  consultation, 
Fort  William,  21st  May,  1781. — He  is  here  giving  his  reasons 
for  going  into  the  upper  provinces. 

^  "  The  province  of  Oude  having  fallen  into  a  state  of  great 
disorder  and  confusion,  its  resources  being  in  an  extraordinary 
degree  diminished,  and  the  Nabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  having 
eameatly  entreated  the  presence  of  the  Governor- Gener^ 
end  decmred  that,  unless  some  effectual  measures  are  taken 
for  his  relief,  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  hia 
country  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to  present  hia  aiti5- 
ation  to  this  government ; — the  Govern  or- General  therefore 
proposes,  with  the  conourrence  of  Mr.  Whcler,  to  visit  thn 
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proTJuce  of  Oude,  aa  speedily  as  the  affairs  of  the  presidency 
will  admit,  in  hopes  that  from  a  nuuute  and  personal  obserra- 
tion  of  the  circumstances  of  that  country,  the  ayatem  of 
raanagement  which  has  been  adopted,  and  the  charactera  and 
conduct  of  the  persona  employed,  he  may  possibly  bo  able 
to  concert  and  establish  some  plan  by  which  the  province  of 
Oude  may  in  time  be  restored  to  its  former  stata  of  affluence, 
good  order,  and  prosperity," 

Tour  lordships  have  eow  the  whok  chain  of  the  evidence 
complete,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  country  up  to  tho 
period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  journey  into  the  country.  You  see 
that  Mr.  Hastings  himself  admits  it  to  have  been  formerly  in 
a  most  flourishing,  orderly,  and  prosperous  state.  Its  con- 
dition in  1781  he  de8cri.bea  to  you  in  words,  than  which  no 
enemy  of  his  can  uae  stronger,  m  order  to  paint  the  state  in 
which  it  then  was.  In  this  state  he  found  it  when  he  went 
up  in  the  year  1781,  and  he  left  it,  with  regard  to  any  aub- 
atantial  regulation  that  was  executed  or  could  be  executed, 
in  the  state  in  which  he  found  it ;  after  having  increased 
every  one  of  those  grievances  which  he  pretended  to  ledresa, 
and  taken  from  it  alJ  the  httle  rwources  that  remained  in  it. 

We  now  come  to  a  subsequent  period,  at  which  time  the 
state  of  the  country  ia  thus  described  hj  Mr.  Bristow  on  the 
12tb  December,  1782  ; — "  Despotism  is  the  principle  upon 
which  every  measure  is  founded,  and  the  people  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country  are  ruled  at  the  discretion  of  the 
aumil  or  Eauzdar  for  the  time  being;  they  exercise,  within 
the  limits  of  their  jimadictiDn,  the  powers  of  life  and  death, 
and  decisions  in  civil  and  other  cases,  in  the  same  extent  aa 
the  sovereign  at  the  capital.  The  forms  preaeuted  by  the 
ancient  institutions  of  the  Mogul  empire  are  unattended  to, 
and  the  will  of  the  provincial  magistrate  ia  the  sole  law  of 
the  people ;  the  total  relaxation  of  the  Vizier's  authority,  bia 
inattention  and  dislite  to  business,  lea¥e  the  aumila  in  poa- 
aession  of  this  dangerous  power,  unawed  and  uncontrolled 
by  any  opposition  of  retrospection  or  the  interference  of  jus- 
tice. I  can  hardly  quote  an  instance,  since  the  Tizier's  ac- 
cession to  the  musnud,  of  an  aumil  having  been  punished  for 
oppression,  though  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  state 
0?  the  country  are  notorious  proofs  of  the  yiolences  daily 
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B'inmmitted  ;  it  is  even  become  unsafe  for  travellers  to  pass, 
^ttcept  in  large  bodies^murders,  thefts,  and  other  enormities 
Bhocking  to  humanity,  are  committed  in  open  day." 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  same  letter,  he  says,  "  Such 
baa  been  the  system  of  this  government  that  the  oppressions 
have  genernllf  originated  with  the  aumila ;  they  have  been 
rarely  selected  for  their  abilitiea  or  inteCTity,  but  from  favour, 
or  the  moans  to  advance  a  large  etim.  Upon  being  appointed 
to  their  office,  the  aumil  entera  upon  his  trust  ruined  in  re- 
putatioQ  aai  fortune,  and  unless  he  aecomplisbea  his  engage- 
ments, which  ia  seldom  the  case,  disgrace  and  ptmishmeut 
folio*;  and  though  the  balance  of  revenue  maybe  vigorously 
demfmded  of  him,  it  has  not  been  usual  to  institute  any 
inquiry  for  oppression.  The  zemindars,  thus  left  at  the  mercy 
al  the  aumila,  are  often  driven  to  rebellion — the  weak  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  hia  exactions  or  ily  the  country,  and  the 
Mam\,  unable  to  reduce  the  more  powerful,  is  compelled  to 
enter  into  a  disgraceful  compromise ;  every  ceraindar  looks 
to  his  fort  for  protection,  and  the  country  is  crowded  with 
them ;  Almas  Ali  Kh^n  bas  not  less  than  seven  hundred  in 
Ma  diatricts.  Thus  it  has  become  a  general  cuatom  to  seifo 
the  brother,  son,  or  some  near  relation  or  dependant  of,  the 
different  zemindars,  as  hostages  for  the  security  of  the  revenue ; 
a  great  aumil  will  sometimes  have  three  or  four  hundred  of 
these  hostages,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  confine  in  places  of  ee- 
cuiity — a  few  men  like  Almaa  Ali  KhSn  and  Ooja  Din  ul 
Ihm  have,  from  their  regularity  in  performance  of  pecuniary 
©ngagementa,  rendered  themselves  useful  to  the  Vizier.  A 
rtnot  scrutiny  into  his  affairs  was  at  all  times  irksome  to  his 
excellency,  Mid  none  of  hia  ministers  or  officers  about  hia 
person  possessing  the  active  persevering  spirit  requisite  to 
conduct  the  detail  of  engagements  for  a  number  of  small 
ftrms,  it  became  convenient  to  receive  a  large  sum  from  a 
great  fanner  without  trouble  or  deficiency.  This  system  waa 
nllowed  by  the  most  pernicious  consequences ;  these  men 
were  above  aU  control,  tbey  exacted  their  own  terms,  and  the 
districta  they  farmed  were  most  cruelly  oppressed;  the 
revenue  of  Kohileund  ia  reduced  above  a  thu^d,  and  Almas  Ali 
Khftn'a  administration  ia  well  known  to  have  been  eitiemelj 
Tiolent." 
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We  win  next  read  to  your  lordahips  an  extract  from  Cnp- 
tain  Edwards'a  evidence : — ■"  Q.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of 
obseiring  the  general  face  of  the  country  in  the  time  of 
Sujah  Dowlah  ? — A.  I  had.  Q.  Did  you  remark  any  differ- 
ence in  the  general  state  of  the  countiy  at  that  time,  and  the 
period  when  you  made  your  latter  observation ;  did  you 
observe  any  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  country 
at  that  time  and  that  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  the  year  1774!,  the 
latter  period  you  have  mentioned  ? — A.  I  did ;  a  very  mate- 
rial difference.  Q.  In  what  respect? — A.  In  the  generd 
aspect  that  the  country  bore  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
country,  that  it  was  infinitely  better  cultivated  in  1774  than 
it  was  in  1783.  Q.  Tou  said  you  had  no  opportunity  of 
ohserviDg  the  face  of  the  country  till  you  was  appointed 
aid-de-camp  to  the  Nabob  ? — A.  No ;  except  by  marching 
and  countermarching ;  I  marched  in  the  year  1774  through 
the  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's  provinces  into  Bohilcund. 
Q.  Had  you  those  opportunities  from  the  time  of  your  going 
there  in  1774  ? — A.  1  had  ;  but  not  so  much  as  I  had  after 
being  appointed  aid-de-carap  to  the  Vizier,  because  I  was 
always  before  in  a  subordinate  situation.  I  marched  in  a 
direct  line  before,  with  the  troops ;  but  afterwards,  when  I 
was  aid-de-camp  to  his  esceUency,  I  was  my  own  master, 
and  made  frequent  escursioas  into  the  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Q.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  dif- 
ference in  the  general  happiness  and  disposition  of  the  people  ? 
— A.  I  had.  Q.  Did  you  observe  a  difference  in  that  respect 
also,  between  your  first  coming  and  the  year  1783  ? — A.  Yes, 
a  very  sensible  difference ;  in  Sujah  iH  Dowlah'a  time  the 
countiy  was  in  a  very  flourishiDg  state  in  merchandise,  culti- 
vation, and  every  article  of  commerce,  and  the  people  thea 
seemed  to  be  very  happy  under  his  government,  which  latt«rly 
was  not  the  case,  because  the  country  in  reality  appeared  in 
the  year  1774  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  in  the  year  1783  it 
appeared  comparatively  forlorn  and  desolate.  Q.  "Was  the 
court  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  when  you  left  India,  equal  in  point 
of  splendour  to  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  ? — 
A.  By  no  means;  it  was  not  equally  splendid,  but  far  inferior. 
Q.  "Were  the  dependants  and  officers  belonging  to  the  court 
paid  in  the  same  punctual  manner  ? — A.  No ;  I  really  eumot 
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Iwywocther  they  were  paid  more  regularly  mSujaL  Dowlab's 
time,  only  they  appeared  more  wealthy,  and  more  ah!e  to  live 
5n  a  splendid  style,  in  hia  time  than  they  ever  have  done 
eince  Eis  death." 

Here  then  your  lordahipa  see  the  state  of  the  country  m 
1783.  Tour  lordships  may  trace  the  whole  progress  of  these 
erilfl  Btep  hy  step  from  the  death  of  Sujah  ui  Dowlah  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  HaBtings's  obtaining  a,  majority  in  the  council ; 
aiter  which  he  possessed  the  sole  and  tmcontrolled  manage- 
ment of  the  country ;  you  hare  seen  also  the  consequences 
that  immediately  followed  till  the  year  178Ji,  when  he  went 
up  a  second  time  into  the  country, 

I  do  not  know,  my  lords,  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
obeerration  upon  this  state  of  things.  Tou  see  that  the  na- 
tiTe  authority  was,  as  we  have  proved,  utterly  eitinguished 
by  Mr.  Hastings — and  that  there  was  no  superintendent 
power  but  his.  Tou  have  heard  of  the  oppressions  of  the 
rarmera  of  the  revenues— and  we  have  shown  you  that  these 
fennera  generally  were  English  officers.  "We  have  shown  you 
in  what  manner  Colonel  Hannay,  one  of  these  fanners  sent 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  acted,  and  particularly  the  accumulation  of 
hostages  which  were  made  by  him.  We  have  shown  you 
that  by  their  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  all  regular 
government  was  subverted,  and  that  the  country  experienced 
the  last  and  moat  dreadful  effects  of  anarchy.  We  have 
shown  you  that  no  other  security  was  left  to  any  human 
being,  but  to  intrench  themselves  in  such  forts  as  they  could 
maJce,  and  that  these  forts,  in  one  district  only  of  the  country, 
had  increased  in  number  to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred. 
Tout  lordships  also  know,  that  when  the  prisons  and  mud 
forts  in  which  Colonel  Hannay  kept  his  hostages  confined 
were  full,  he  kept  them  in  uncovered  cagea  in  the  open  air. 
Tou  know  that  all  these  farmera  of  revenue  were  either 
English  and  military  men,  or  natives  under  an  abject  aubmis- 
Bion  to  them ;  you  know  that  they  had  the  whole  country  in 
aasignmenta ;  that  the  jaghu«s  were  all  confiscated  for  their 
benefits ;  and  you  find  that  the  whole  system  had  ita  origin 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Haatinga  alone  formed  in  efiect  the 
authority  of  the  supreme  couneO.  The  weakness  of  the 
Nabob,  as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  tella  you,  could  not  have  been  alone 
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the  cause  of  these  erila,  and  that  our  influence  over  him,  if 
not  actually  the  cause  of  the  utter  ruin,  desolation,  and 
anarchy  of  that  country,  might  have  been  aucceasfully  exerted 
in  preventing. 

"When  vour  lordships  ahall  proceed  to  judgment  upon  these 
I  accumulated  wrongs,  arising  out  of  the  usurped  power  of  the 
prifioner  at  your  bar,  and  redressed  by  him  ia  no  one  instance 
whatever,  let  not  the  uaurpation  itaelf  of  the  Nabob's  power 
be  considered  as  a  trivial  matter.  When  any  prince  at  the 
head  of  a  great  country  ia  entirely  stripped  of  everything  in 
his  government,  civ.i  or  military,  by  which  hia  rank  may  be 
diatinguiahed  or  his  virtues  eierciaed,  he  is  in  danger  of  be- 
coming a  mere  animal,  and  of  abandoning  himself  wholly 
to  sensual  gratifications.  Feeling  no  personal  interest  iathe 
institutions  or  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  country,  he  suf- 
fers the  (former  and  many  wise  and  laudable  institutions 
eiiated  in  the  provinces  ai  the  Nabob,  for  their  good  order 
and  government)  to  fall  into  disuse ;  and  he  leaves  the  coun- 
try itself  to  persona  in  inferior  situations,  to  be  wasted  and 
destroyed  by  them.  You  find  that  in  Oude  the  very  appear- 
ance of  justice  had  been  banished  out  of  it,  and  that  every 
aumil  exercised  an  arbitrarypoweroverthelivea  and  fortunes 
of  the  people.  My  lords,  we  have  the  proofs  of  all  these 
iacta  in  our  hands ;  they  are  in  your  lordships'  minutes ;  and 
though  we  can  state  nothing  stronger  than  is  stated  in  the 
papers  themaelvea,  yet  we  do  not  so  far  forget  our  duty  as  not 
to  point  out  to  your  lordships  such  observations  as  arise  out 
of  them. 

To  close  the  whole,  your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read  an 
extract  from  a  most  curious  and  extraordinary  letter,  sent  by 
him  t6  the  court  of  directors,  preparatory  to  his  return  to 
England. — "  My  only  remaining  fear  is  that  the  members  of 
the  council,  seeing  affairs  through  a  different  medium  from 
that  through  which  I  view  them,  may  be  disposed,  if  not  to 
counteract  the  system  which  I  hove  formed,  to  withhold  Srom 
it  their  countenance  and  active  support ;  while  I  myself  rft- 
main,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  they  permit  it  to  operate  without 
interruption,  and  I  almost  hope,  in  the  event  of  a  new  ad- 
ministration of  your  affairs,  which  shall  confine  itself  to  the 
same  forbearance,  and  manifest  no  symptoms  of  intended  in- 
terSirence,  the  objects  of  my  arrangemeats  will  be  effectiull/ 


led  ;  for  I  leaye  tliem  in  tLe  charge  of  agents  whose  in. 
teresta,  ambitiou,  and  every  proapeet  of  life  are  iaterwoTen 
*ith  their  succBsa,  and  the  hand  of  heaven  has  visibly  bleat 
wis  soil  with  every  elementary  Bource  of  proeresBive  vegeta* 
''on.     But  if  a  different  policy  eholl  be  adopted,  if  new 
Agents  are  sent  into  the  country  and  armed  with  authority 
2'^r  the  purpoae  of  vengeance  or  corruption,  to  no  other  wifi 
^ey  be  applied.     If  new  demands  are  raised  on  the  N^ahob 
•'izier,  and  accounts  overcharged  on  one  side  with  a  wide 
'^titude  taken  on  the  other  to  swell  his  debt  beyond  the 
**»eana  of  payment ;  if  political  dangers  ore  portended  to 
S^cund  on  them  the  pleaa  of  burthening  his  country  with 
^^"imeeeBBary  defences  and  enormouB  subaidiea ;   or  if  even 
^••lataining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the  Nabob's  rights, 
^^^our  government  shall  show  hut  a  degree  of  personal  kind- 
^^»ess  to  the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  hy  any  con- 
^atructive  indication  of  partiaEty  and  disaffection,  furnish 
aground  for  the  espectation  of  an  approaching  change  of  sys- 
"^em,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  will  prove  ahor- 
^ve.     'For  the  slightest  eauaea  will  he  sufficient  to  deject 
minda  sore  with  the  remembrance  of  past  conflicts,  ana  to 
elevate  those  whose  only  dependence  is  placed  in  the  renewal 
of  the  confusion  which  I  have  laboured  with  such  zeal  to 
eradicate,  and  will  of  course  debilitate  the  authority  which 
can  alone  insure  future  success.     I  almost  fear  that  this  de- 
nanciation  of  efiects  from  causes  so  incompetent,  as  they  will 
appear  to  those  who  have  not  had  the  experience  which  I 
have  had  of  the  quick  sensibility  which  influences  the  habits 
of  men  placed  in  a  state  of  policy  so  loose,  and  subject  to 
the  continual  variations  of  capricious  and  despotic  authority, 
will  be  deemed  overcharged,  or  perhaps  void  of  foiaidation ; 
aor,  if  they  should  come  to  pass,  will  it  be  easy  to  trace 
them  with  any  positive  evidence  to  their  connexion ;  yet  it  is 
my  duty  to  apprize  yon  of  what  I  apprehend,  on  grounds 
which  I  deem  of  absolute  certainty,  may  come  to  pass  ;  and 
1  rely  onyonr  candour  for  a  fair  interpretation  of  my  inten- 
tion."    Here,  my  lords,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  has  done 
exactly  what  his  bitterest  accuser  would  do — he  goes  through, 
head  by  head,  every  one  of  the  measures  which  he  had  hira- 
Belf  pursued  in  the  destruction  of  the  country ;  and  he  for^ 
telle  that,  if  any  one  of  those  measures  should  again  be  pu> 
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Bued,  or  even  if  good  cause  should  be  given  to  auapect  they 
would  be  renewed,  the  country  must  fall  into  a  state  of  in- 
evitable destruction.  This  supersedes  all  ohservation.  This 
paper  is  a  recapitulated,  minute  condemnation  of  every  step 
which  he  took  in  that  country,  and  which  steps  are  eveiy 
one  of  them  upon  your  lordships'  minutea. 

But,  my  lords,  we  know  very  well  the  design  of  those 
pretended  apprehensions,  and  why  he  wished  to  have  that 
country  left  in  the  state  he  speaks  of.  He  had  left  a  secret 
agent  of  his  own  to  control  that  ostensible  government,  and 
to  enable  him,  sitting  in  the  place  where  he  now  sits,  to  con- 
tinue to  govern  those  provinces  in  the  way  in  which  he  now 
governs  them.  [A  murmur  having  arisen  here,  Mr.  Burke 
proceeded.]  If  I  am  called  upon  to  re-word  what  I  have 
juat  said,  I  shall  repeat  my  words,  and  show  strong  gronndfl 
and  reasons  to  indicate  that  he  govema  Oude  now  as  mucli 
as  he  ever  did. 

Tou  see,  my  lords,  that  the  reform  which  he  pretended  to 
make  ia  1781  produced  the  calamities  which  he  states  to  have 
existed  in  1784.  We  shall  now  show,  that  the  reform  which 
he  pretended  to  make  in  1784  brought  on  the  calamities  which 
Lord  Comwallis  states  in  his  evidence  to  have  existed  in  1787. 

"We  will  now  read  two  letters  from  Lord  Comwailis ;  the 
first  is  dated  the  16th  November,  1787  ; — "  I  was  received  at 
Alkhabad  and  attended  to  Lncknow  by  the  Nabob  and  his 
ministers,  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  respect ;  I  can- 
not, however,  express  how  much  I  was  concerced  durii^  my 
short  residence  at  his  capital,  and  my  progress  through  his 
dominions,  to  be  witness  of  the  disordered  state  of  hia  finances 
and  government,  and  of  the  desolate  appearances  of  his 
country ;  the  evils  were  too  alarming  to  admit  of  palliation, 
and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  exhort  him,  in  the  moat  friendly 
manner,  to  endeavour  to  apply  effectual  remedies  to  them.  He 
began  with  urging  aa  apology  that,  whilst  he  was  not  certain 
of  the  expense  of  our  demands  upon  him,  he  had  no  real  in- 
terest in  being  economical  in  hia  expenses,  and  that  while  we 
interfered  in  the  internal  management  of  his  affairs,  his  own 
authority  and  that  of  his  ministers  were  despised  by  his  own 
eubiects.  It  would  have  been  useless  to  discuss  these  topics 
with  him  J  but  while  I  repeated  my  former  dechirattona  of 
our  being  determined  to  give  no  ground  in  future  for  similat 
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*Wip!amt3,  he  gave  me  the  etrongcBt  assurances  of  his  being 
'Solved  to  apply  himaelf  eflineatly  to  the  encouragement  of 
Agriculture,  and  to  endeavour  to  revive  the  commerce  of  bia 


The  second  is  dated  tbe  25th  April,  1788 :— "  Till  I  saw 
'0©  Tizier'B  troops,  I  waa  not  without  hope,  that  upon  an 
^Olei^ency  he  would  hare  been  able  to  have  furnished  ua  with 
Some  useful  cavalry ;  but  I  have  no  reaaon  to  believe  that  he 
•■^B  any  in  bis  service  upon  which  it  would  he  prudent  to 
Woce  any  dependence ;  and  I  think  it  right  to  add,  that  hia 
^Ountiy  appears  to  be  in  so  ruined  a  state,  and  his  finaucea 
**i  so  much  disorder,  that  even  in  case  of  war  we  ought  not 
to  depend  upon  any  material  support  from  him," 

My  lords,  I  have  only  to  remark  upon  these  letters  that, 
.0  fi  as  tbey  go,  they  prove  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
"^Reformation,  worn  which  he  was  pleased  to  promise  the  Com- 
^>uiT  such  great  things.  But  when  your  lordships  know  that 
lie  had  left  his  dependant  and  minister,  Hyder  Beg  Kh^n, 
"there,  whose  character,  as  your  lordships  wdl  find  by  a  refer- 
ence to  your  minutes,  ho  naa  represented  as  black  as  heU,  to 
betherealgovemor  tbere,  and  to  carry  on  private  correspond- 
ence with  him  here, — and  that  he  had  left  Major  Palmer, 
hiB  private  agent,  for  a  considerable  time  in  that  country  to 
carry  on  his  affairs, — your  lordships  will  easily  Bee  how  it  has 
come  to  pass  that  the  Vizier,  such  a  man  as  you  have  heard 
him  described  to  he,  was  not  alone  able  to  restore  prosperity 
to  hia  coautiT-  My  lords,  you  have  now  seen  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  country  in  Sujab  Dowlah's  time,  prior  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  interference  with  the  government  of  it ;  what  it 
was  dunce  his  government ;  and  what  situation  it  was  in 
when  Lord  Comwallis  left  it.  Nothing  now  remains  but  to 
call  your  lordships'  attention  to  perhaps  the  most  eitraordi- 
na^  part  of  these  transactions.  But  before  we  proceed  we 
will  beg  leave  to  go  back  and  read  to  your  lordships  the  Na- 
bob's letters  of  tbe  24th  February,  1780 : — "  I  have  received 
your  letter,  and  understand  the  contents.  I  cannot  describe 
the  solidity  of  your  friendship  and  brotherly  affection  which 
Bubsiated  between  you  and  my  late  father ;  from  the  friend- 
■hip  of  the  Company  he  received  numberless  advantages  ;  nod 
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I,  not withatan  ding  I  was  left  an  orphan,  from  your  &vaui  and  J 
that  of  the  Company  was  perfectly  at  ease,  being  8atiafied_J 
tbat  everything  would  be  well,  and  that  I  should  continne^ 
in  the  Bame  security  that  I  waa  during  piy  father's  lifetime, 
from  your  protection.  I  accordingly,  from  the  day  of  his 
death,  have  never  omitted  to  cultivate  your  favour  and  the 
protection  of  the  Company ;  and  whatever  was  the  desire  and  , 
directiona  of  the  council  at  that  time,  I  have  ever  since  con- 
formed to  and  obeyed  with  readiness.  Thanks  be  given  to  I 
God,  that  I  have  never  aa  yet  been  backward  in  performing 
the  wiU  of  the  English  Company,  of  the  council,  and  of  yon ; 
and  have  alwnya  been  from  my  heart  ready  to  obey  them, 
and  have  never  given  you  any  trouble,  from  my  difficulties 
or  wishes.  Thus  I  have  done  simply  from  my  knowledge  of 
your  favour  towards  me,  and  from  my  being  certain  that  you 
would  learn  the  partictilara  of  my  iliatreases  and  difficuKJea 
from  other  quarters,  and  would  then  show  your  friendahip 
and  good-wOl  in  whatever  was  for  my  advantage.  But  when 
the  knife  had  penetrated  to  the  bone,  and  I  waa  Burrounded 
with  such  heavy  distresses  that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  ei- 
pectations,  I  tnen  wrote  an  account  of  my  d^culties ;  the 
answer  which  I  have  received  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given 
me  ineipresBAble  grief  mid  affliction.  I  never  had  the  least 
idea  ur  expectation  from  you  and  the  couudl,  that  you  would 
ever  have  given  your  orders  in  ao  afflicting  a  manner,  in 
which  you  never  before  wrote,  and  which  1  could  not  haye 
imagined.  Aa  I  am  resolved  to  obey  the  orders  and  di- 
rections of  the  councO,  without  any  delay,  as  long  aa  I  live, 
I  have,  agreeably  to  those  orders,  dehvered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  him,  that  when  he  ahall  have  eiamined  my  receipts 
and  espenaes,  he  may  take  whatever  remaina.  Aa  I  know  it 
to  he  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  Company,  and  council,  I 
have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instance,  but  requested  of  him 
that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  diatresa  me  in  my  neceH< 
aary  expenses,  there  being  no  other  fond  but  those  for  the 
espenaes  of  mutaeddiea,  houaehold  expenses,  and  aervants, 
&c.  He  demanded  these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being 
remediless,  I  waa  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  required. 
He  has  accordingly  stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  aervanta 
of  thirty  years,  whether  sepoys,  mutseddiea,  or  household 
ferrantB ;  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen,  t^ 
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S^ther  with  fhe  jagliires  of  my  grundmother,  mother,  and 
TJ^^tB,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependant!,  which  were  for 
Wir  support.  I  had  raised  one  thousand  five  hundred  horse, 
^d  three  battalions  of  sepoys  to  attend  upon  me  ;  but  as  I 
•^ve  no  resources  to  support  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
tmoTG  the  people  stationed  in  the  mahalB,  and  to  send  hia 
people  into  the  mahals,  eo  that  I  have  uot  now  one  single  ser- 
vant about  me.  Should  I  mention  what  further  diffieulties  I 
We  been  reduced  to,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  contempt ; 
although  I  have  willingly  aasonted  to  this  which  brings  such 
distress  on  me,  and  have  in  a  manner  altogether  ruined  my- 
self; yet  I  failed  not  to  do  it  for  this  reason,  because  it  was 
for  your  satisfaction  and  that  of  tho  council ;  and  I  am 
patient,  and  even  thankful  in  this  condition ;  but  I  cannot 
imagine  for  what  cause  you  have  conceived  displeasure 
Bgaiiist  me,  &om  the  commencement  of  my  administration. 
In  every  circumstance  I  received  strength  and  security  from 
yoiir  favour  and  that  of  the  council,  and  in  every  instance 
you  and  the  coimcil  have  shown  your  friendship  and  affec- 
tion for  me ;  but  at  present,  that  you  have  eent  tneso  orders, 
I  am  greatly  perplexed." 

We  will  not  trouble  your  lordships  vrith  the  remainder  of 
the  letter,  which  is  all  in  the  same  style  of  distress  and 
affliction ;  and  of  the  abject  dependence  of  a  man  who  con- 
siders himself  as  insulted,  robbed,  and  ruined  in  that  state  of 
dependence. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  this  letter,  your 
lordships  will  be  pleased  to  reeoOect  the  Nabob's  letter  which 
we  read  to  your  lordships  yesterday,  the  humble  and  abject 
style  of  wmch  you  will  never  forget.  Oh !  consider,  my 
Icvds,  this  instance  of  the  fate  of  human  greatness !  Ton 
must  remember,  that  there  is  not  a  trace  anywhere  in  any 
of  the  various  trunks  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  ever  conde- 

nded  so  much  as  to  give  an  answer  to  the  suppliant  letters 

that  unhappy  man.  There  was  no  mode  of  indignity 
fith  which  he  did  not  treat  his  family — there  was  no  mode 
*  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his  person — there 

a  no  mode  of  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his 
dniater,  Hyder  Beg  Khiin, — this  man  whom  he  represents 

be  the  most  infamous  and  scandalous  of  mankind,  and 
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of  whom  he  neTertheleaa,  at  the  earae  time,  declares,  thst  hii 
only  support  with  the  Vizier  was  the  support  ■which  he, 
Warren  Hoatinga,  as  repreaentative  of  the  Miglish  goTern- 
ment,  gave  him. 

We  will  now  read  a  paper  which,  perhaps,  ought  not  to 
have  heen  received  in  evidence ;  but  which  we  were  willing 
to  enter  in  your  minutea  as  evidence,  in  order  that  every- 
thing should  come  before  you.  Tour  lordships  have  heard 
the  Nabob  speak  of  hia  nuBeiw,  distresa,  and  oppression ;  but 
here  he  mokes  a  complete  defeasance,  as  it  were,  of  the  whole 
charge,  a,  direct  disavowal  of  eveiy  one  of  the  complainta, 
and.  particularly  that  of  having  never  received  an  answer  to 
these  complaints.  Oh !  thinlt,  1  aay,  my  lords,  of  the  de- 
graded, miserable,  and  unbsppy  state  to  which  human  nature 
may  be  reduced,  when  you  near  this  unhappy  man  declare 
that  all  the  charges  which  we  have  made  upon  this  subject 
relative  to  him,  and  which  are  all  either  admitted  by  bini  or 
taken  from  his  own  representation,  are  now  stated  by  him  in 
a  paper  before  you  to  be  all  false,  and  that  there  is  not  a  word 
of  the  representatioD  which  he  had  made  of  Mr.  Hastings 
that  has  the  least  truth  la  it.  Tour  lordships  will  find  this 
in  that  collection  of  varioua  papers,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served and  put  into  every  museum  in  ^rope,  oa  one  of  the 
most  eatraordinary  productions  that  was  ever  exhibited  to 
the  world. 

Papers  received  the  8th  of  March,  1788,  and  translated 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Glovem  or- General  in  council, 
datedthe27th  of  April,  1788,  under  the  seal  of  his  excellency 
the  Nawaub  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  Azoph  Jeh  Eehodar,  Vizier  ol 
Momilek; — "I  have  at  this  time  learnt  that  the  gentlemen 
in  power  in  England,  upon  the  suspicion  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
during  his  admmistration,  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice and  impartiality,  and,  actuated  by  motives  of  avidity, 
was  inimical  towards  men  without  cause ;  that  he  broke  such 
engagements  and  treaties  as  had  been  made  between  the  Com- 
pany and  other  chiefs ;  that  he  extended  the  hand  of  oppres- 
sion over  the  properties  of  men  ;  tore  up  the  roots  of  prosper- 
ity and  security  from  the  land,  and  rendered  the  ryots  and 
Bubjects  destitute,  by  force  and  extortion.  As  this  accusa- 
tioa,  la  £ict,  is  destitute  of  uprightness  and  void  of  trutl^ 
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tberefore  with  a  view  to  show  the  truth  in  its  true  coloara,  I 
liave  written  upon  this  sheet  with  truth  and  sincerity,  to 
BBTVB  as  an  evidence,  and  to  represent  real  facta,  to  serve 
also  as  information  and  communication, — that  Mr.  Hastinea, 
from  the  commencemeDt  of  hia  adminiatration,  until  his  oe- 
parture  for  England,  whether  during  the  liietiiae  of  the  de- 
ceased !Nawauh,  of  blesaed  memory,  Tizier  ul  Moulk,  Sujah 
nl  Dowlah  Hehodar,  my  father,  or  during  my  government, 
did  not  at  any  time  transact,  contrary  to  justice,  any  matter 
which  took  place  from  the  great  frieudahips  between  me  and 
the  Company,  nor  in  any  huaineaa  depart  from  the  path  of 
truth  and  uprightneas  ;  but  cultivated  friendship,  witn  inte- 
grity and  sincerity,  and  in  every  reapect  engaged  himself  in 
the  dntiea  of  friendship,  with  me,  my  ministers,  and  con£- 
dants.  I  am  at  all  times,  and  in  every  way,  pleased  with  and 
thankful  for  hia  friendly  mannera  and  qualitiea ;  and  my 
miniaters  and  confidants,  who  have  always  every  one  of  them 
been  satisfied  with  hia  conduct,  are  for  ever  gratefiil  for  hte 
friendahip,  and  thankful  for  his  virtues.  As  these  matters  are 
zeal  facts  and  according  to  truth,  I  have  written  these  linea 
as  an  evidence,  and  transmit  the  paper  to  England  through 
the  government  of  Calcutta,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  power  and  rank  in  England." 

Observe,  my  lords,  the  candour  of  the  Commona — we  pro- 
duce this  evidence,  which  accuses  us,  as  Mr.  Hastings  does, 
of  uttering  everything  that  is  &lse — we  choose  to  brmg  our 
shame  before  the  world,  and  to  admit  that  this  man,  on 
whose  behalf  and  on  the  behalf  of  whose  country  we  have 
ftccased  Mr.  Hastings,  has  declared  that  this  accusation 
(namely  this  impeachment)  is  destitute  of  uprightneaa  and 
without  truth.  But,  my  lords,  thia  is  not  only  a  direct  con- 
tradiction to  all  he  has  ever  said — to  all  that  has  been  proved 
to  you  by  ua ;  but  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  represeut- 
ations  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  Tour  lordshipa  will  hence 
Bee  what  credit  is  to  he  given  to  these  papers. 

Tour  lordshipa  shall  now  hear  what  Hyder  Beg  Khan 
says;  that  Hyder  Beg  Khan  who  stands  recorded  in  your 
mmutea  as  the  worst  of  mankind;  who  ia  represented  ao 
writing  letters  without  the  Kahoh'a  consent,  ana  in  defiance 
of  him; — the  man  of  whom  Mr,  Haetinga  saya  that  the  Sa- 
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bob  is  notbing  but  a  tool  in  hia  hands,  and  that  the  Xabsb 
snd  ever  must  be,  a  tool  of  somobody  or  other.  Now  aa  w^^ 
have  heard  the  tool  speak,  let  ua  hear  how  the  workmaa  em— ^ 
ployed  to  work  with  this  tool  apeaka : —  1 

Extract  fi^m  Hyder  Beg  Klifin'a  letter  to  the  GoveniOJ^ 
and  council; — "It  ia  at  this  time  learnt  by  the  Nawanb  Viziers 
and  ua  hia  ministere,  that  gentlemen  of  power  in  England 
are  diapleased  with  Mr.  Haatinga,  on  the  suapicion  that  during  1 
hia  admiaiatration  in  this  country,  from  motiTea  of  nvidity, 
he  committed  oppreaaions  contrary  to  the  rules  of  justice, 
took  the  propertiea  of  men  by  deceit  and  force,  injured  the 
ryots  and  subjects,  and  rendered  the  country  destitate  and 
mined.— Aa  the  true  and  upright  disposition  of  Mr.  Hast- 
inga  ia  in  eveiy  respect  fi«e  of  thia  suspicion,  we  therefow 
with  truth  and  sincerity  declare  by  these  lines,  written  ac 
cording  to  fact,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  the  first  of  his  a^ 
pomtraent  to  the  govemment  of  tbie  country,  until  his  de 
parture  for  Europe,  during  hia  authority  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  whether  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
Nawanb  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  Behadre  deceased,  or  fthether 
during  the  present  reign,  did  not,  in  any  matters  which  took 
place  from  the  great  friendship  between  this  government  and 
the  Company,  act  in  anywise  upon  motive  of  avidity,  and  not 
having,  in  any  respect,  other  than  juatice  and  propriety  in 
intention,  did  not  swerve  from  their  rules,  he  kept  ma  excel- 
lency the  Vizier  alwaya  pleased  and  satisfied  "  (you  will  re- 
member, my  lords,  the  last  eipreasione  of  his  pleaaure  and 
sfttiafaotion)  "by  hia  friendship  and  attention  m  eveiy  mat- 
ter. He  at  all  times  ahomed  favour  and  kiuduesa  towarda 
the  ministers  of  this  govemment,  and  under  hia  protectioa 
having  enjoyed  perfect  happineas  and  comfort,  we  are  fi^im 
our  hearts  satisfied  with,  and  grateful  for,  his  benevoleiice 
aud  goodness." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  the  character  which  Hyder  Bee 
Khan  gives  of  Mr.  Haatings ;  of  the  man  who  he  knew  ] 
loaded  him,  as  he  had  done,  with  every  kind  of  indigi 
reproach,  and  outrage  with  which  a  man  cmi  be  loft 
Tour  lordships  will  see  that  this  testimony  repeats  ahnost 
word  for  word  the  testimony  of  the  Vizier  Nabob,  whffth 
Bbova  who  the  real  writer  ia. 
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^  Mj  lords,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  word  in  the  Pereian 
•^Inguage  to  espreas  gratitude.  With  these  signal  instauoea 
^  gratitude  before  us,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  put  one 
Into  their  dictionarj.  Mr.  Hastings  has  eaid  he  has  had  the 
t>leasure  to  find  from  the  people  of  India  that  gratitude 
which  he  has  not  met  with  from  hia  owu  colintrymen.  the 
Kouse  of  CoiumoiiB.  Certainly  if  he  has  done  us  aervicea, 
ire  have  been  ungrateful  indeed  ;  if  he  has  committed  enor- 
mous crimes,  we  are  just.  Of  the  miserable,  dependent  situ- 
ation to  which  these  people  are  reduced,  that  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  come  forward  and  deny  everything  they  have 
given  under  their  own  "hand  ;  all  these  things  show  the  por- 
tentous nature  of  this  government,  they  show  the  portentous 
nature  of  that  plialani  with  which  the  House  of  Commons 
ia  at  present  at  war ;  the  power  of  that  captain -general  of 
every  species  of  Indian  iniquity,  which  under  him  is  embodied, 
arrayed,  and  paid,  from  Leadeuhall  Street  to  the  furthermost 
part  of  India.  We  have  hut  one  observation  more  to  offer 
upon  this  collection  of  rayzunumas,  upon  these  miserable 
testimonials  given  by  these  wretched  people,  in  ooutradictioa 
to  all  their  own  previous  representations ;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  those  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  those  of  Lord  Comwallis ;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  truth  itself.  It  is  this.  Here  is  Mr.  Hastings 
with  his  agents  canvassing  the  country  with  all  that  minute- 
ness with  which  a  county  is  canvassed  at  an  election  ;  and 
yet  in  this  whole  hook  oi  rayKunumas,  not  one  fact  adduced 
by  us  is  attempted  to  be  disproved,  not  one  fact  upon  which 
Mr.  Hastings's  defence  can  be  founded  ia  attempted  to  he 
proved.  There  ia  nothing  but  bare  vile  panegyrics,  directly 
belied  by  the  state  of  facts ;  directly  belied  by  the  persons 
themselves ;  directly  hehed  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  your  bar,  and 
by  all  the  whole  course  of  the  correspondeuce  of  the  country. 
We  here  leave  to  your  lordships'  judgment  the  considera- 
tion of  the  elevated  rank  of  the  persons  aggrieved,  aud  de- 
graded to  the  lowest  state  of  dependence  and  actual  distress ; 
the  consideration  of  the  condition  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
who  were  obliged  to  hide  their  heads  wherever  they  could, 
from  the  piunderera  and  robbers  established  luider  his  au- 
thority in  every  part  of  the  country  ;  and  that  of  the  misei^ 
a  people,  who  ha^'e  been  obliged  to  aell  their  cbil- 
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dren  throagiiwsat  of  food  to  feed  tbon;  the  consideration,!  ' 
HT,  of  the  manner  in  vhieh  this  country,  in  the  highest,  in 
the  middle,  and  in  the  lowest  cloEaes  of  its  inhsbitanta,  nay 
in  phjaical  norka  of  God,  was  desolated  and  destrojed  by 
tha  man.  Haring  now  done  with  the  proTince  of  Oude,  we 
will  prooeed  to  the  profince  of  Bengal,  and  consider  what 
ma  the  kind  of  government  which  he  exercised  there,  and  in 
what  manner  it  afiected  the  people  that  were  subjected  to  it. 
Bengal,  hke  ererv  part  of  lotLa  subject  to  the  British  em- 
pire, contains  (as  I  have  already  had  oocasion  to  mention) 
three  distinct  classes  of  people,  forming  three  distinct  social 
systems.  The  first  is  the  Mahomedans,  which  about  seven 
hundred  years  ago  obtained  a  footing  in  that  country,  and 
ever  since  has  in  a  great  degree  retained  its  authority  there. 
For  the  Mahomedans  had  settled  there  long  before  the  found- 
ation of  the  Bengid  empire,  which  was  overturned  by  Tamer- 
lane. So  that  this  people,  who  are  represented  Bometimea 
loosely  S3  strangers,  are  people  of  ancient  and  considerable 
settlement  in  that  country ;  and  though,  like  Mahoraedau 
settlers  in  many  other  countries,  thej'  have  fallen  into  decay, 
yet  being  continually  recruited  from  various  parts  of  Tartary, 
under  the  Mogul  empire,  and  from  various  parts  of  Feraia, 
they  continue  to  be  the  leading  and  most  powerful  people 
throughout  the  Peninsula ;  and  so  we  found  them  there. 
These  people,  for  the  most  part,  foDoir  no  trades  or  occupa- 
-ion,  their  religion  and  laws  forbidding  l^  tm  in  the  strictest 
manner  to  take  usury  or  profit  arising  from  money  that  is  in 
.my  way  tent  9  they  have  therefore  no  other  means  for  their 
^uppo^t  but  what  arises  from  their  adherence  to,  and  con- 
aexion  with,  the  Mogul  government  and  its  viceroys.  They 
enjoy  under  them  various  offices  civil  aud  military,  rarioiu 
employmente  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  stations  in  the  laiay. 
Accordingly  a  prodigious  numberof  people,  almost  all  of  them 
persons  of  the  most  uncieut  and  respectable  familiea  in  the 
country,  are  dependent  upon  and  cling  to  the  Boubahdars  or 
viceroys  of  the  several  provinces.  They,  therefore,  vrho 
oppress,  plunder,  and  destroy  the  souhahdara,  oppress,  rob, 
and  destroy  an  immense  mass  of  people.  It  is  true  that  a 
supervening  government,  eatablished  upon  another,  always 
reduces  a  certain  portion  of  the  dependants  upon  the  latter  to 
Itsiot.     Xou  must  distress,  by  the  very  uature  of  the  ctrcunw 
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itanc-eB  of  the  cade,  a  great  number  of  people  ;  but  tben  it  ii 
yout  busitiega,  wheo,  by  the  superiority  which  you  liaTe 
acquired,  however  you  may  have  acquired  it  (for  I  am  not  now 
coneidering  whether  you  have  acquu«d  it  by  fraud  or  force,  or 
whether  by  a  iniiture  of  both),  when,  I  Bay,  you  have  acquired 
it,  it  is  your  busineBS  not  to  oppress  those  people  with  new 
and  additional  difficulties,  but  rather  to  console  them  in  the 
state  to  which  they  are  reduced,  and  to  give  tbem  all  the 
asBiBtHuce  and  protection  in  your  power. 

The  neit  system  is  composed  of  the  descendants  of  th* 
people  who  were  found  in  the  country  by  the  Mnhomedaa 
invaders.  The  BVBtem  before  mentioned  comprehends  the 
official  interest,  the  judicinl  interest,  the  court  interest,  and 
the  military  int^'est.  This  latter  body  includes  almost  the 
vhole  landed  interest,  commercial  interest,  and  mouied  in- 
it  of  the  country.  For  the  Hindoos  not  being  forbidden 
their  laws  or  religious  tenets  as  laid  down  in  the  Shaater 
—many  of  them  became  the  principal  money-lenders  and 
Ijankers  ;  and  thus  the  Hindoos  form  the  greatest  part  both 
of  the  landed  and  monied  interest  in  that  country. 

The  third  and  last  system  is  formed  of  the  English  interest ; 
which  in  reality,  whether  it  appears  directly  or  indirectly,  is 
the  governing  interest  of  tbe  whole  country  ;  of  its  civil  and 
military  interest,  of  its  landed,  monied,  and  revenue  interest ; 
and  what  to  us  is  the  greatest  concern  of  all,  it  is  this  system 
which  is  responsible  for  the  government  of  that  country  to 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  emanating  from  the  Company,  and  afterwards  re- 
gulated by  act  of  parliament ;  the  other  a  judicial  body  sent 
out  by,  and  acting  under,  the  authority  of  tbe  crown  itself. 
The  persons  composing  that  interest  are  those  whom  we 
usually  call  the  servants  of  the  Company.  They  enter  into 
that  service,  as  your  lordships  know,  at  an  early  period  of 
Ufe,  and  they  are  promoted  accordingly  as  their  merit  or 
their  interest  may  provide  for  them.  This  body  of  men,  with 
respect  to  its  number,  is  bo  small  aa  scarcely  to  deserve  men- 
tioning ;  but  from  certain  eircum stances,  the  government  of 
the  whole  CQUutryis  fallen  into  their  hands.  Amongst  these 
circumstances  tbe  raoat  importjmt  aJid  essential  are  their 
having  the  public  revenues  and  tho  public  purse  entirelv  in 
their  own  bands,  and  their  having  an  army  maintaiaeu  by 
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that  purse,  and  disciplined  iii  the  Europenn  manner.  Sueh 
Was  the  state  of  tnat  country  wbeo  Mr.  Haatings  was 
appointed  Governor  in  1772.  Tour  lordships  are  now  to 
decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  comported  himself 
with  regard  to  all  these  three  interests  ;  first,  whether  he  has 
made  tae  ancient  Mahoniedan  famihos  as  easy  as  he  could ; 
secondly,  whether  he  has  made  the  Hindoo  inhahitanta,  th» 
zeminduTH  and  their  tenants,  as  secure  in  their  property  and 
as  easy  in  their  tenure  as  he  could ;  and  lastly,  whether  he 
has  miide  the  Enghsh  interest  a  hlesaing  to  the  country ;  and 
whilst  it  provided  moderate,  safe,  and  proper  emoluments  to 
the  persons  that  were  concerned  in  it- — it  kept  them  from 
oppression  and  rapine,  and  a  general  waste  and  ravage  of  the 
country ;  whether,  in  short,  he  made  all  these  three  interests 
pursue  that  one  object  which  all  interests  and  all  govermnenta 
ought  to  pursue,  the  advantage  and  wel&re  of  the  people 
under  them. 

My  lords,  in  support  of  our  charge  against  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  that  he  acted  in  a  manner  directly  the  reverse  of 
this,  we  have  proved  to  you  that  his  first  acts  of  oppression 
were  directed  against  the  Mahomedan  government ;  that  go- 
vernmeut  which  had  heen  before,  not  only  in  name,  but  in 
efiect  to  the  very  time  of  his  appointment,  the  real  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  After  the  Company  had  acquired  its 
right  over  it,  some  shadow  still  remained  of  the  ancient  go- 
vernment. An  allowance  was  settled  for  the  Nabob  of  Bengal, 
to  support  the  dignity  of  his  court,  which  amounted  to  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  In 
this  was  comprehended  the  support  of  the  whole  mass  of  no- 
bility ;  the  soldiers,  serving  or  retired ;  all  the  ofiicers  of  the 
court ;  and  all  the  women  that  were  dependent  upon  them; 
the  whole  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  couritry,  aiidx 
very  considerable  part  of  the  civil  law  and  the  civil  govern- 
ment. These  establishments  formed  the  constitutional  basis 
of  their  political  government. 

The  Company  never  had,  and  it  is  a  thing  that  we  can 
never  too  often  repeat  to  your  lordships,  the  Company  never 
had  of  right  despotic  power  in  that  country,  to  overturn  any 
of  these  establishments.  The  Mogul,  who  gave  them  their 
charters,  could  not  give  them  such  a  power,  he  did  not  de 
fa^  ff-VO  them  Buch  a  power ;  the  govemm^it  of  tfaia  couii> 
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trj"  did  not  by  net  of  parliament,  and  tlie  Company  d-d  not 
and  could  not  by  their  delegation,  give  him  euch  a  power.; 
the  act,  by  whioh  he  was  appointed  Governor,  did  not  give 
him  such  a  power,  li'  he  exercised  it,  he  usurped  it ;  and 
therefore  every  step  we  take  in  the  eianiination  of  his  coni- 
duct  in  Bengal,  as  in  every  step  we  take  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject everywhere  else,  we  look  for  the  justification  of  hia 
CMiduct  to  laws ;  the  law  of  nations,  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  Ibwb  of  the  country  he  waa  sent  to  govern. 

The  government  of  that  country,  by  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion of  the  Mogul  empire  (besides  the  numberless  individual 
checks  and  counter-checks  in  the  inferior  olHcera),  \a  divided 
into  the  viceroyal  part  and  the  souhahdarry  part.  The  vice- 
royal  part  takes  in  aU  criminal  justice  and  political  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Hastings  found  the  country  under  a  viceroy, 
governing  according  to  law,  acting  by  proper  judges  and 
magistrates  under  him ;  he  himseS'  not  being  the  judicial 
but  eiecutive  power  of  the  country ;  that  which  sets  the 
other  in  action,  and  does  not  supersede  it  or  supply  its  placej 
The  other,  the  soubahdarry  power,  which  was  by  the  grant  of 
the  dewanny  conferred  upon  the  Company,  had  under  it* 
care  the  revenues,  as  much  of  the  civil  government  as  is  con- 
cerned with  the  revenues,  and  many  other  matters  growing 
out  of  it.  These  two  offices  are  coordinate  and  dependent 
on  each  other.  The  Company,  after  contracting  to  maintain 
the  army  out  of  it,  got  the  whole  revenue  into  their  power. 
The  Hjmy  being  thus  within  their  power,  the  soubabaar  by 
degrees  vanished  into  an  empty  name. 

When  we  thus  undertook  the  government  of  the  country, 
conscious  that  we  had  undertaken  a  task  which  by  any  per- 
sona] exertion  of  our  own  we  were  unable  to  perform  in  any 
proper  or  rational  way,  the  Company  appointed  a  native  of  the 
country,  Mahomed  Beza  KhSn,  who  stands  upon  the  records 
of  the  Company,  I  venture  to  say,  with  such  a  character  as 
no  man  perhaps  ever  did  stand,  to  execute  the  duties  of  both 
offices.  Upon  the  expulsion  of  Cossim  Ali  Khin,  the  N^abob 
of  Bengal,  all  his  children  were  left  in  a  young,  feeble,  and 
unprotected  state ;  and  in  that  state  of  things,  Lord  Clive, 
Mr.  Humner,  who  sits  near  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  rest  of  the 
council,  wisely  appointed  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n  to  fulfil  the 
two  offices  01  deputy  viceroy  and  deputy  dewan,  for  wiiich 
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he  bad  immenae  allownnces  and  great  jagbircs  and  revenDM 
I  &Uow.  He  waa  a  man  of  that  dignity,  rank,  and  con-  I 
(ideration,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  law  and  experience  in 
buainesB,  tbat  Lord  Clive  and  Mr.  Sumner,  who  examined 
Btrictly  hia  conduct  at  that  time,  did  not  think  that  £112,000 
a  year,  the  amount  of  the  emoluments  which  had  been  al- 
lowed him,  was  a  gre^t  deal  too  much :  but  at  hie  own  de- 
sire, and  in  order  that  these  emoluments  might  be  brought  to 
atat«d  and  fixed  sums,  they  reduced  it  to  £90,000  ;  an  allow- 
ance which  they  thought  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to 
preserve  the  state  of  so  great  a  magistrate,  and  a  man  of  »uch 
rank,  eiercising  auch  great  employmenta.  The  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Company  depended  upon  hia  talents  and  fidelity  j 
and  you  will  find,  that  on  the  day  in  which  he  surrendered 
the  revenues  into  our  hands,  the  dewanny,  under  hia  man- 
agement, was  a  million  more  than  it  produced  on  the  day 
Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  For  the  truth  of  this,  I  refer  your  lord- 
Bhips  to  a  letter  of  the  Company  sent  to  the  board  of  control. 
ThiH  letter  is  not  in  evidence  before  your  lordahips,  and  what 
I  am  stating  is  merely  historical.  But  I  atate  the  fact,  and 
with  the  power  of  referring,  for  their  proof,  to  documents  as 
authentic  as  if  they  were  absolutely  in  evidence  before  you. 
Aaanming,  therefore,  that  all  these  facts  may  be  verified  by 
the  records  of  the  Company,  I  have  now  to  atate  tbat  this 
man,  by  some  rumours  true  or  false,  wos  supposed  to  have 
misconducted  himself  in  a  time  of  great  calamity  in  that 
country,  A  great  famine  had  about  this  time  grievously 
afflicted  the  whole  province  of  Bengal.  I  must  remark,  by 
the  way,  that  these  countries  are  liable  to  this  calamity ;  but 
it  ia  greatly  blessed  by  nature  with  resources  which  afford 
the  means  of  speedy  recovery,  if  their  government  does  not 
counteract  them.  Nature,  that  inflicta  the  calamity,  aoon 
heals  the  wound ;  it  ia  in  ordinary  seasons  the  moat  fertile 
country,  inhabited  by  the  most  industrious  people,  and  the 
moat  disposed  to  marriage  and  settlement,  probably,  that  ei- 
ista  in  the  whole  world  ;  ao  that  population  and  fertility  are 
soon  restored,  and  the  inhabitants  quickly  resume  their 
former  industrious  occupations. 

During  the  agitation  eicited  in  the  countrj  by  the  ca- 
I»niity  I  have  just  mentioned,  Mahomed  Heza  Khan,  through 
i^ues  of  SAJah  Kundcomar,  one  of  his  political  riyi^ 
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aud  of  some  Englisli  faction  that  supported  Viim.  was  accused 
of  being  one  of  the  causes  of  the  famine.  In  miswer  to  this 
charge,  he  alleged,  what  was  certainly  a  sufficient  juatification, 
— that  he  had  acted  under  the  direction  of  the  Englisli  board, 
to  which  hia  conduct  throughout  thia  business  was  fully 
known.  The  Company,  however,  sent  an  order  &om  Eng- 
land to  have  him  tried;  but  though  he  frequently  supplicated 
the  government  at  Calcutta  that  his  trial  should  be  proceeded 
in,  in  order  that  he  might  be  either  acquitted  and  discharged, 
or  condemned,  Mr.  Hastings  kept  him  in  prison  two  years, 
under  pretence  (as  he  wrote  word  to  the  directors)  that  Ma- 
homed Bcza  Kh&n  himself  was  not  very  desirous  to  hasten 
the  matter.  In  the  mean  time  the  court  of  directora,  having 
removed  him  from  his  great  offices,  authorized  and  com- 
manded Mr.  Haatinga  (and  here  we  come  within  the  sphere 
of  your  minutes)  to  appoint  a  successor  to  Mahomed  Beza 
Kh&n,  fit  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  atation.  Now  I  shall  first 
Bbow  your  lordships  what  sort  of  person  the  court  of  directors 
~'  irihed  to  him  as  moat  fit  to  fill  the  office  of  Mahomed 
i  Shim  ;  what  sort  of  person  he  did  appoint ;  and  then 
me  will  trace  out  to  you  the  consequences  of  that  appoint- 


Letter  from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  president  and 
_  buncil  at  Fort  William,  dated  28th  August,  1771:—"  Though 
Liire  have  not  a  doubt  but  that,  by  the  exertion  of  your  abili- 
ties and  the  care  and  assiduity  of  our  servants  in  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  revenues,  the  coUectiona  will  be  conducted 
with  more  advantage  to  the  Company  and  ease  to  the  natives 
than  by  means  of  a  naib  dewan  ;  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the 
expediency  of  supportinf;  some  ostensible  minister  in  the  Com- 
pany's interest  at  the  Nabob's  court,  to  transact  the  political 
affairs  of  the  sircar,  and  interpose  between  the  Company  and 
the  subjects  cf  any  European  power,  in  all  cases  wherein 
they  may  thwart  our  interest  or  encroach  on  our  authority ; 
and  aa  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  can  no  longer  be  considered  by 
us  aa  one  to  whom  such  a  power  can  be  safely  committed,  we 
trust  to  your  local  knowledge  the  selection  of  some  person 
■well  qualified  for  the  afi'aira  of  government,  and  of  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  Company  you  shall  be  weU  assured  ;  such 
person  you  will  recommend  to  the  Nabob  to  succeed  Miv. 


[ 


^ 


I 


aiii  SP£ECtI   IN   TUf    lUJ^EACHUJ^NT  OP 

IiOEucd  Beza  as  mimater  of  the  goverumeat,  and  guardian  oi 
the  Nabob's  miaority ;  and  we  persuade  ourselves  that  the 
Kabob  will  pay  Bucn  regard  to  your  recommendation,  ae  to 
invest  him  with  the  neceasary  power  and  authority. 

"As  (ihe  advanta^s  which  the  Company  may  receive  irom 
the  appointment  of  such  minister  will  depend  on  his  readi- 
ness to  promote  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are 
willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratification  as  may  excite 
his  zeal  and  secure  hia  attachment  to  the  Company ;  we 
therefore  empower  you  to  grant  to  the  person  whom  you 
shall  think  worthy  ot'  this  trust  an  annual  allowance  not  ex- 
ceeding thre3  lacks  of  rupees  (£30,000),  which  we  consider 


rnly  as  a  munificent  reward  for  any  services  he  shall 
render  the  Company,  but  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  support 
his  station  with  suitable  rank  and  dignity.  And  here  we 
must  add,  that  in  the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a  person  to 
he  the  active  minister  of  the  Nabob's  government,  vre  hope 
and  trust  that  you  will  show  yourselves  worthy  of  the  con- 
"dence  we  have  placed  in  you,  by  being  actuated  therein  by 
o  other  motives  than  those  of  the  public  good  and  the  safety 
and  interest  of  the  Company." 

Here,  my  lords,  a  person  was  to  be  named  fit  to  fill  the 
office  and  sujiply  the  place  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn,  who 
was  deputy  viceroy  of  Bengal,  at  the  head  of  the  criminal 
justice  of  the  country,  and  in  short  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
nsible  Mahomedan  government.  He  was  also  to  supply 
--.  place  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khtin  aa  naib  dewan,  from 
which  Eeaa  KhSn  was  to  be  removed  :  for  you  will  observe 
the  directors  always  speak  of  a  man  fit  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  Mahomed  Bicza  Ehiin  ;  and  amongst  these  be  was 
to  be  as  the  guardian  of  the  Nabob's  person,  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  bis  authority  and  government. 

Mi.  Hastings,  having  received  these  orders  from  the  court 
of  directors,  did — what?  He  alleges  in  his  defence,  that 
no  positive  commands  were  given  him  ;  but  a  very  sufficient 
description  was  given  of  the  person  who  ought  to  succeed 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  in  whom  the  Company  Lad  before 
recognised  all  the  necessary  qualities ;  and  they  therefore 
desire  him.  to  name  a  similar  person.  But  what  does  Mr. 
ihiatiaga  do  in  cousei^ueoce  Of  this  authority  i     He  i 
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^KM  man  at  all.     He  searclies  into  the  seraglio  of  the  Nabob, 
^Buid  namea  a  woman  to  be  the  viceroy  of  the  province,  to  be 
~%:he  head  of  the  ostensible  government,  to  be  the  guardian  of 
^•be  Nabob's  person,  the  conservator  of  his  aiitliority,  and  a 
proper  representative  of  the  remaining  majesty  of  that  go- 
vernment,   "Well,  my  lords,  he  searched  the  seraglio.    When 
you  have  to  take  into  consideration  the  guardianship  of  a 
person  of  great  dignity,  there  are  two  circumstances  to  be 
att«nded  to  ;  one  a  faithful  and  affectionate  guardianship  of 
his  person ;  and  the  other  a  strong  interest  in  his  authority, 
and  the  means  of  exercising  that  authority  in  a  proper  and 
competent  manner. 

Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was  looking  for  a  woman  in  the 
eeraglio  (for  he  could  find  women  only  there),  must  have 
found  actually  in  authority  there  the  Ivabob's  own  mother ; 
certainly  a  person  who  by  nature  was  roost  fit  to  be  his 
guardian ;  and  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  of  her  being 
BufBcientty  competent  («  that  duty.  Here  then  was  a  legiti- 
piatE  wife  of  the  Nabob  Jafiier  Ali  KhAn,  a  woman  of  rank 
^d  distinction,  fittest  to  take  care  of  the  person  and  inter- 
ests, as  far  as  a  woman  could  take  care  of  them,  of  her  own 
eon.  In  this  situation  she  had  been  placed  before,  during 
the  administration  of  Mahomed  Seza  Xh&n,  by  the  direct 
orders  of  the  goTemor,  Sir  John  Cartier.  She  had,  I  say, 
been  put  in  possession  of  that  trust,  which  it  was  natural  and 
proper  to  give  to  such  a  woman.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hast- 
ings do  ?  He  deposes  this  woman.  He  strips  her  of  her 
authority,  with  which  be  found  her  invested  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  English  government.  He  finds  out  a  woman  in 
the  seragbo  called  Slunny  Begum,  who  was  bound  to  the 
iNabob  by  no  tie  whatever  of  natural  affection.  He  makea 
this  woman  the  guardian  of  the  young  Nabob's  person.  She 
bad  a  son  who  bad  been  placed  upon  the  musnud  after  the 
death  of  his  father  Sujah  Dowlab,  and  bad  been  appointed 
his  guardian.  This  young  Nabob  died  soon  afterwards,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Nuzimut  Dowlah,  another  natural  son  of 
Sujah  Dowlah.     This  prince  being  left  without  a  mother, 

II  woman  was  suffered  to  retain  the  guardianship  of  the 
bob  till  his  death.  When  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  a  legitimate 
I  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  succeeded  him,  Sir  John  Cartier  did 
it  his  ruty  was,  he  put  the  Nabob's  own  motber  into  tha 
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Dlace  which  she  was  naturally  entitled  to  hold,  the  guardian- 
ship of  her  own  eon,  and  displaced  MiinDj  Begum.  The 
whole  of  the  arrangement,  bj  which  Munny  Begum  was 
appointed  guardian  of  the  two  preceding  Nabobs,  stands  in 
the  Company's  records,  stigmatized  as  a  transactioa  base, 
wicked,  and  corrupt.  We  will  read  to  your  lordships  an 
extract  from  a  letter  which  has  the  signature  of  Mr.  Sumner, 
the  gentleman  who  aits  here  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  from  which  you  will  learn  what  the  Company  and  the 
council  thought  of  the  original  nomination  of  Munny  Begnm 
and  of  her  son.  Ton  will  find  that  they  considered  her  ae 
a  great  agent  and  inatniment  of  all  the  corruption  there; 
and  that  this  whole  transaction,  by  which  the  bastard  son  of 
Munny  Eegiim  was  brought  forward  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
legitimate  son  of  tbe  Nabob,  was  considered  to  be,  what  it 
upon  tbe  very  face  of  it  speaks  itself  to  be,  corrupt  and  scan- 
dalous. 

Extract  of  a  general  letter  from  the  president  and  council 
at  Calcutta,  Bengal,  to  the  aelect  committee  of  the  directors. 
Paragraph  5. — "  At  Fort  Saint  George  we  received  the  first 
advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  JafGer,  and  of  Sujah  Dowlah'a 
defeat,  it  was  there  firmly  imagined  that  no  definitive  mea- 
sures would  be  taken,  either  with  respect  to  a  peace  or  filling 
the  vacancy  in  the  nizamut  before  our  arrival,  as  the  Lap- 
wing  arrived  in  tbe  month  of  January  with  your  geneml 
letter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  with  express 
powers  to  that  purpose,  I'or  the  successful  exertion  of  which 
the  happiest  occasion  now  offered.  However,  a  contrary  re- 
solution prevaOed  in  the  council ;  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  neglected,  and  the 
temptation  too  powerful  to  be  resisted  ;  a  treaty  was  hoatily 
drawn  up  by  the  board,  or  rather  transcribed  with  few  unim- 
portant additions  from  that  concluded  with  Meer  Jaffier,  and 
a  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Johnstone,  senior,  Middle- 
ton,  and  Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  tbe  natural  son  of  the 
deceased  Nabob  to  the  soubahdarry,  in  prejudice  of  the  claim 
of  the  grandson ;  and  for  this  measure  such  reasons  assigned 
«3  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  opposite  resolution. 
Miran's  son  was  a  minor,  which  circumatwice  alone  would 
bare  naturally  brought  the  whole  administration  into  oof 
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mda,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  indiauensably  necesBary 
B  should  reulize  the  shadow  of  power  and  iuftuence,  which, 
laving  no  solid  foundfltion,  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
being  annihilated  by  the  tiret  stroke  of  adveriie  fortune.  Sut 
this  iuconsisteuce  waa  not  regarded,  nor  waa  it  material  to 
the  views  for  pretipitatiug  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  ou 
the  young  Nabob  at  the  first  interview,  in  ao  earnest  and 
indelicate  a  manner,  aa  highly  disgusted  him  and  chagrined 
his  miuiatera,  while  not  a  aingle  rupee  waa  stipulated  for  the 
Company,  whose  interests  were  sacriliced,  that  their  servants 
might  revel  in  the  epoils  of  a  treasury  before  impoverished, 
but  now  totally  exhausted." 

"  6. — This  scene  of  corruption  was  first  disclosed  at  a  visit 
the  Nabob  paid  to  Lord  Chve  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee a  few  days  after  our  arrival ;  he  there  delivered  to  his 
lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complainta  of  the  insiilta 
and  indignity  he  had  been  exposed  to,  and  the  embezzlement 
of  near  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  issued  from  hia  treaaury  for 
purposes  unknown,  during  the  late  negotiations  ; — so  public 
a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded,  and  it  aoon  produced 
an  inquiry.  We  referred  the  letter  to  the  board,  in  eipecta- 
tion  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  application  of 
thia  money,  and  were  answered  only  by  a  warm  remon- 
strance, entered  by  Mr.  Leycester,  against  that  very  Nabob 
in  whose  elevation  be  boasts  of  having  been  a  principal 
agent." 

"  7. — Mahomed  Eeza  KhSn,  the  naib  aoubah,  was  then 
called  upon  to  account  for  this  large  disbursement  from  the 


treasury ;  and  he  soon  delivered  to  the  committee  the  verv 
eitraordinary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedings,  the  6th 
'  June,  wherein  he  specifies  the  several  names  and  sums, 
whom  paid,  and  to  whom,  whether  in  cash,  bills,  or  obli- 
ition.  So  precise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of  money 
r  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  believe,  before 
this  period,  eihibited  to  the  honourable  court  of  directors  ;  at 
least  never  vouched  by  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 
documents  bv  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  was  obliged  to  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  sums  demanded  by  Moolynbm,  who  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  these  pecuniary  transac- 
tions by  the  Nabob  and  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  who  were  the 
beaviust  sufierera ;  and  lastly,  by  the  confession  of  the  ccn- 
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tlemen  tbemselves,  wbuee  names  ore  specified  in  the  distribup 
Hon  list." 

"  8. — Juggut  Seet  eipreBsly  declared  in  liie  narmtivo,  that 
D  which  he  agreed  to  pay  the  deputation,  amounting 
torted  by  menacea  ;  and  since  the 


D  rupee 
cloae  of  our  mquiry,  and  the  opinio 
proceedings  of  the  Slst  of  June,  it  iully  appears,  that  the 
presents  from  the  Tvebob  and  Mahomed  £eza  £hin,  exceed- 
ing the  immense  sum  of  seventeen  lacks,  were  not  the  yolun- 
tary  offerings  of  gratitude,  but  contributiona  levied  on  the 
weakness  of  the  government,  and  violently  exacted  from  the 
dependent  etat«  and  timid  dispoaition  of  the  minister.  The 
charge,  indeed,  ia  denied  on  the  one  band,  as  well  as  affirmed 
on  the  other.  Tour  honourable  board  must  therefore  deter- 
mine how  far  the  circumstance  of  extortion  may  aggravate 
the  crime  of  disobedience  to  your  positive  orders ;  the  ex- 
posing the  government  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  receiving  the- 
infamous  wages  of  corruption  from  opposite  parties  and  con- 
tending interests.  We  speak  with  boldness,  because  we  speak 
from  conviction  founded  upon  indubitable  evidence,  that  be- 
sidea  the  above  sums  apecifled  in  the  distribution  account,  t-o 
the  amount  of  £228,125  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the- 
value  of  several  lacka  of  rupees  procured  from  Nuudcomar 
and  HiOydullub,  each  of  whom  aspired  at  and  obtained  a' 
promise  of  that  very  employment  it  was  predetermined  to 
bestow  on  Mahonied  Keza  Khan.^Signed  ot  the  end,— 
CUve,  W    B.  Sumner,  John  Carnac,  H.  Verelst,  Fra"  Sykes." 

My  lords,  the  persons  who  sign  this  letter  are  mostly  the 
friends  of,  and  one  of  them  is  the  gentleman  who  is  bail  for 
and  sits  near,  Mr.  Hastings.  They  state  to  you  this  hornble 
and  venal  transaction,  by  which  the  government  was  set  to 
sale,  by  which  a  bastard  son  was  elevated  to  the  wrong  of  the 
natural  and  legitimate  heir ;  and  in  which  a  prostitute,  his 
mother,  was  put  in  the  place  of  the  honourable  and  legitimat« 
mother  of  the  representative  of  the  family. 

Kow  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  under 
beaven  which  Mr.  Hastings  oueht  to  have  shunned,  it  wai 
the  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  any  such  infamous  trans- 
action as  that  which  is  here  recorded  to  he  so — a  transaction 
in  which  the  coui^try  sovernroent  had  before  been  sold  to  tkat 
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IT^py  woman  and  Tier  offspring,  and  inwLieh  two  great  eandi- 
1  dales  for  power  in  that  country  fought  agaiust  each  other, 
■   andperhaps  the  largest  offerer  carried  it. 
I       When  a  Govern  or- General  sees  the  traces  of  corruption  in 
'  llie  conduct  of  his  predecessors,  the  traces  of  injustice  follow- 
i  Hig  that  corruption, — the  traces  of  notorious  irregularity,  in 
I'  letting  aside  the  just  claimants  in  faTour  of  those  that  Dare 
P  So, claim  at  all,— he  has  that  before  his  eyes  which  ought  to 
F  litve  made  him  the  more  scrupulously  avoid  and  to  keep  at 
wtbe  larthest  distance  possible  Irom  the  contagion,  and  even 
vthe  auspieion  of  being  corrupted  by  it.    Moreover,  my  lords, 
■  'it  was  in  consequence  of  these  yeiy  transactions,  tliat  the 
l^ew  covenants  were  made  which  bind  the  servants  of  the 
r'Company  never  to  lake  a  present  of  above  £200,  or  some 
Such  sum  of  money,  irom  any  native  in  circumstances  there 
described.     TliJa  covenant  I  shall  reserve  for  consideration 
in  anotlier  part  of  this  business.   It  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
idea,  and  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  prevailing  custom  of 
•■Tisiting  the  governing  powers  of  that  country,  with  a  view 
fcibf  receiving  presents  from  them,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
B«fterwards,  in  its  inquiries,  took  up  this  matter  and  passed 
f -the  regulating  act  in  1773,   But  to  return  to  Munny  Begum ; 
— this  very  person,  that  bad  got  into  power  by  the  means  al- 
ready mentioned,  did  Mr.  Hastings  resort  to,  knowing  her  to 
be  well  skilled  in  tlie  trade  of  bribery ;  knowing  her  skilful 
practice  in  business  of  this  sort ;  knowing  the  fitness  of  her 
eunuchs,  instruments,  and  agents  to  be  dealers  iu  this  kind 
'   of  traffic.    This  very  woman  did  Mr.  Hastings  select,  stigma- 
tized as  she  was  in  the  Company's  record,  stigmatized  by  the 
very  gentleman  who  aits  next  to  him,  and  whose  name  you 
have  neard  read  to  you,  as  one  of  those  menibers  of  the 
I  council  that  reprobated  the  horrible  iniquity  of  the  transac- 
t  tion,  in  which  this  woman  was  a  principal  agent.   For  though 
[  neither  the  young  Nabob  nor  bis  mother  ought  to  have  been 
I  laised  to  the  stations  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  were 
placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  receipt  of 
bribes,  yet  the  order  of  nature  was  preserved,  and  the  mother 
yim  made  the  guardian  of  her  own  son.     For  though  she  was 
B  prostitute  and  he  a  bastard,  yet  stilt  she  was  a  mother  and 
.   he  a  son ;  and  botli  nature  and  legitimate  disposition,  with 
I  legard  to  the  guardianship  of  a  sou,  went  together. 
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But  what  did  Mr.  KastingB  do  F  Improving  upon  tha  [ir^ 
cediug  tranaactiou,  improviog  oa  it  by  a  kiud  of  refinement 
in  corruption,  he  drives  away  the  lawful  mother  from  her 
lawful  guardianship ;  the  mother  of  nature  he  tunis  out,  and 
he  delivers  her  eon  to  the  etepmother,  tu  be  the  guardian  of 
his  perBOJi.  That  your  lordships  may  see  who  thia  womau 
was,  we  shall  read  to  you  a  paper  from  your  lordships'  min- 
iites,  produced  before  Mr.  Hjiatings's  face,  and  never  contra- 
dicted by  him  from  that  day  to  this. 

At  a  consultation,  24th  July,  1775 :— "  Shah  Chanim,  d^ 
ceaaed,  was  sister  to  the  Nabob  Mabub  ul  Jung  by  the  same 
father,  but  different  mothers ;  ahe  married  Heer  Mahomed 
Jaffier  Kh4n,  by  whom  ahe  had  a  son  and  a  daughter;  the 
name  of  the  former  was  Meer  Mahomed  Saddac  Ali  £han, 
and  the  latter  waa  married  to  Meer  Mahomed  Coeaim  Eh&n 
Sadduc;  Ali  Eh&n  had  two  aoua  and  two  daughters;  the 
sons'  names  are  Meer  8ydoc  and  Meer  Sobeem,  who  are  now 
living  ;  the  datightera  were  married  to  Sultan  Merza  Daood. 

"  Baboo  Begum,  the  mother  of  the  Nabob  Mobarick  ul 
Sowlah,  waa  the  daughter  of  Summim  Ali  Kh^,  and  maiv 
ried  Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Khlu.  The  history  of  Munny 
Begum  ia  this : — At  a  village  called  Balcurdn,  near  Sehindra, 
there  lived  a  widow,  who  from  her  great  poverty,  not  being 
able  to  briug  up  her  daughter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  alave  girl 
belongine;  to  Summim  Ali  Khan,  whose  name  waa  Bissoo; 
during  the  space  of  five  years  she  lived  at  IShalijehunabad, 
and  waa  educated  by  Bissoo,  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing 
girl ;  atHierward  the  Nabob  Shamot  Jung,  upon  the  marriage 
of  Ikram  ul  Dowlah,  brother  to  the  Nabob  Surage  ul  Uowlah, 
sent  for  Bissoo  Beg's  set  of  dancing  girls  from  Shahjehuna- 
bad,  of  which  Munny  Begum  waa  one,  and  allowed  them 
10,000  rupeea  for  their  expenses,  to  dance  at  the  wedding; 
while  this  ceremony  was  celebrating  they  were  kept  by  the 
Nabob,  but  some  montha  afterwards  he  t^smissed  tliem,  and 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Meer  Mahomed 
Jamer  Khan  then  took  them  into  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny 
and  her  set  ^00  rupees  per  month  ;  till  at  length  finding  that 
Munny  waa  pregnant,  he  took  her  into  his  own  house ;  ahe 
gave  birth  to  the  Nabob  Nij.im  ul  Dowlah,  and  in  this  u 
J10.*  she  baa  remamed  in  the  Nabob's  Ikmilv  ever  since." 
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'Mj  lords,  I  do  not  menu  to  detain  you  long  upon  tliia  pnrt 
of  the  buBiDesH  ;  but  I  havt'  thought  it  neueaaary  to  advert  to 
tlieae  particulars.  Aa  to  all  the  reet,  the  honourable  and  able 
inaDaeer  who  preceded  me  haa  aufficiently  impressed  upon 
your  lordBhipa'  minds  the  monstrous  nature  of  the  deposing 
of  the  Nabob's  mother  from  the  guardianship  of  her  son,  for 
the  purpose  nf  placing  this  woman  there  at  the  head  of  all 
hie  family,  and  of  his  domestic  concema  in  the  aeraglio  with- 
in doora,  and  at  the  head  of  the  state  without ;  together  with 
the  disposal  of  the  whole  of  the  revenue  that  was  allowed 
him,  Mr.  Hastings  pretends,  indeed,  to  have  appointed  at 
the  same  time  a  trusty  mutaeddy  to  lieep  the  accounta  of  the 
revenue,  hut  he  has  since  declared  that  no  account  had  been 
kept,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  desire  it  or  to  call  for  it. 
This  is  the  state  of  the  case  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
of  Muuny  Begum.  With  regard  to  the  reappointment  of 
Mahomed  Eeza  KhiLn,  you  have  heard  from  my  worthy  fel- 
low manager  that  he  was  acquitted  of  the  charges  that  hod 
been  brought  against  him  by  Mr,  Hastings  after  a  long  and 
lingering  trial.  The  Company  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  acquittal,  and  declared  that  he  was  not  only  acquitted, 
but  honourably  acquitted ;  and  they  also  declared  that  he  hud 
1  fe,ir  claim  to  a  compensation  for  his  suft'eringa.  They  not 
only  declared  him  innocent,  but  meritorious.  They  gave 
orders  that  he  ahonld  be  considered  as  a  person  who  waa  to 
Iw  placed  in  olBce  again  upon  the  first  occasion,  and  thnt  he 
iBO  entitled  himself  to  thia  favour  by  hia  conduct  in  the  place 
which  he  had  before  filled. 
The  council  of  the  year  1775  (whom  I  can  never  mention 
IP  shall  mention  without  honour),  who  complied  faithfully 
■with  the  act  of  parliament,  who  never  diaobeyed  the  ordeju 
of  the  Company,  and  to  whom  no  man  haa  imputed  even 
the  shadow  of  corruption,  found  that  this  Munny  Begum  had 
acted  in  the  manner  which  my  honourable  fellow  manager 
has  Btated ;  that  she  had  dissipated  the  revenue ;  that  i^he 
had  neglected  the  education  oi  the  Nabob,  and  had  thrown 
the  whole  judicature  of  the  country  into  confuaion.  They 
ordered  that  she  should  be  removed  from  her  situation  ;  that 
Ihe  Nabob's  own  mother  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
•eraglio,  a  situation  to  which  she  was  entitled  ;  and,  with  ca- 
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gard  to  tlie  rest  of  tbe  offices,  that  Mahomed  Se/a  1 
should  be  employed  to  fill  tiiem. 

Mr.  Hastings  resisted  these  propositions  with  aH  hie  might ; 
but  they  were  fay  that  happy  momentary  majority  carried 
ogaiDst  him,  and  Mahomed  Iteza  Khiln  was  placed  in  hifl 
former  situation.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  though  thus  defeated, 
was  only  waiting  for  what  he  causidered  to  be  the  fortunate 
moment  for  returning  again  to  his  corrupt,  vicious,  tyrannical, 
and  disobedient  habits.  The  reappointment  of  Mahomed  "Rexa 
Kh&n  had  met  with  the  fullest  approbation  of  the  Company  j 
and  they  directed,  that  as  loDgas  ttis  good  behaviour  entitled 
him  to  it  he  should  continue  in  the  office.  Mr.  Hastings, 
however,  without  alleging  any  ill  behaviour,  and  for  no  reason 
that  can  be  assigned,  but  his  corrupt  engagement  with  Mun* 
ny  Begum,  overturned  {upon  the  pretence  of  restoring  the 
Nabob  to  his  rights)  the  whole  ot  the  Company's  arrange- 
ment, as  settled  by  the  lute  majority,  and  approved  by  the 
court  of  directors. 

I  have  now  to  show  you  what  sort  of  a  man  the  Nabob 
waa,  who  was  thus  set  up  in  defiance  of  the  Company's  au- 
thority ;  what  Mr.  Hastings  himself  thought  of  him  ;  what 
the  judges  thought  of  him  ;  and  what  all  the  world  thought 
of  him. 

I  must  first  make  your  lordships  acquainted  with  a  little 
preliminary  matter : — n  man  named  Koy  Eadachum  had  been 
appointed  vakeel,  or  agent,  to  manage  the  Nabob's  affairs  at 
Calcutta.  One  of  this  man's  creditors  attached  him  there: 
Key  Badachum  pleaded  his  privOege  as  the  vakeel  or  repr&i 
sentative  of  a  sovereign  prince.  The  question  came  to  be 
tried  in  the  supreme  court,  and  the  issue  was.  Whether  the 
Nabob  was  a  sovereign  prince  or  not  ?  I  think  the  court  did' 
exceedingly  wrong  in  entertaining  such  a  question  ;  because, 
in  my  opinion,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  a  sovereign  prince, 
any  person  representing  him  ought  to  be  left  free,  and  to 
have  a  proper  and  secure  means  of  concerting  his  affaira  with 
the  council.  It  was,  however,  taken  otherwise ;  the  question 
was  brought  to  trial,  "Whether  the  Nabob  was  n  sovereign 
prince,  sufficient  to  appoint  and  protect  a  person  to  menage 
ms  afiairs  under  the  name  of  an  ambassador  ?  In  that  cause 
did  Mr.  Hastings  come  forward  to  prove,  by  a  voluntary  affi- 
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davit,  that  he  had  uo  pretensione,  uo  power,  no  authority  at 
all ;  that  he  was  a  mere  pageant,  s  thing  of  straw,  and  that 
the  Company  exercised  every  species  of  authority  over  him, 
in  every  partiuular,  and  in  every  respect ;  and  that  tlierefore 
to  talk  of  him  as  au  efficient  peraon,  was  an  affront  to  the 
common  sense  of  mankind ;  and  this  you  will  iind  the  judges 
afterwards  declared  to  be  their  opinion. 

I  will  here  press  again  one  remark  (which  perhaps  yoti 
may  recollect  that  I  have  made  before),  that  the  chief  and 
most  usual  mode,  in  whieh  all  the  TillaiiieB  perpetrated  in 
India  by  Mr.  Haatinga  and  hia  copartners  in  ioiqnity,  has 
been  through  the  medium  and  instrumentality  of  persons 
whom  they  pretended  to  have  rights  of  their  own,  and  to  be 
acting  for  themselves ;  whereas  such  persons  were,  rn  fact, 
totally  dependent  upon  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  did  no  one 
act  that  was  not  prescribed  by  him.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
let  you  see  the  utter  falsehood,  fraud,  prevarication,  and  de- 
ceit of  the  pretences  h^  which  the  native  powers  of  India 
are  represented  to  be  independent,  and  are  held  up  aa  the 
instruments  of  defying  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  under  pre- 
text of  their  being  absolute  princes,  I  will  read  the  affidavit 
of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  Governor- General  of  Bengal,  made 
the  3-lst  July,  1775: — "This  deponent  makcth  oath,  and 
eaith.  That  the  late  president  and  council  did,  on  or  about 
the  -month  of  August,  1772,  by  their  own  authority  appoint 
MunnyBegum.relict  of  the  late  Nabob, MeerJaffier  Ah  Khan, 
to  be  guardian  to  the  present  Nabob,  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah, 
and  Kajah  Gtwrdas,  son  of  Mahah  Eajah  Nundcomar,  to  be 
dewan  of  the  said  Nabob's  household  ;  allowing  to  the  said 
Munny  Begum  a  salary  of  140,000  rupees  per  annum  ;  and 
to  the  said  Bajah  Goordas,  for  himself  ana  ofB.cers,  a  salary 
of  100,000  rupees  per  annum. — That  the  said  late  president 
and  council  did,  in  or  about  the  month  of  August,  1772,  plan 
and  constitute  regular  and  distinct  courts  of  justice,  civil  and 
criminal,  by  their  own  authority,  for  administration  of  jus- 
tice to  the  inhabitants  throughout  Bengal,  without  consulting 
the  said  Nabob,  or  requiring  his  concurrence,  and  that  the  said 
cavil  courts  were  made  solely  dependent  on  the  presidency  of 
Calcutta;  and  the  said  criminal  courts  were  put  under  the 
inspection  and  control  of  the  Company's  servanta,  although 
ostensibly  under  tbe  name  of  the  nazim,  as  appeal^  from  Iho 
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(bllowing  extracts  from  the  plan  for  tbs  adminiBtmtion  of 
justice,  couBtituted  by  *he  president  and  council  as  afor^ 
aaid." 

t  Mj  lords,  we  need  not  go  through  all  the  circumBtanceB  of 
this  i^davit  which  ia  in  your  minutes,  and  to  save  time,  I 
will  refer  your  lordships  to  them.  Thia  affidavit,  as  I  have 
already  said,  waa  put  into  the  tourfc  to  prove  that  the  Nabob 
had  no  power  or  authority  at  all ;  but  what  is  very  aing^ilar 
iu  it,  and  which  I  recommend  to  the  particular  notice  of  your 
lordships  when  you  are  scrutinizing  ttiis  matter,  is,  that  tnere 
is  not  a  single  point  stated  to  prove  the  nullity  of  this  Nabob's 
authority,  that  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  own  particular  aut. 
Well,  the  Governor- General  swears  ;  the  judge  T~  '""e  court 
refers  to  him  in  his  decision ;  he  builds  and  bottoms  it  upon 
the  Governor- General's  affidavit ;  be  swears,  I  say,  that  the 
council,  by  their  own  authority,  appointed  Munny  Begum  to 
be  guardian  to  the  Nabob.  "By  what  authority,"  the  Go- 
vernor-General asks,  "  did  the  councd  erect  courts  of  law  and 
Euperintead  the  administration  of  justice,  without  any  com- 
munication with  the  Nabob  P  Had  the  Nabob  himself  aoy 
idea  that  he  was  a  sovereign  F  Does  he  complain  of  the 
reduction  of  his  stipend  or  the  infringement  of  treaties  ?  No  j 
he  appears  to  consider  himself  to  be,  what  in  fact  he  really 
is,  absolutely  dependent  on  the  Company,  and  to  be  wiUing 
to  accept  any  pittance  they  would  allow  him  for  his  main- 
tenance. He  claims  no  rights.  Does  be  complain  that  the 
administration  of  justice  is  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
jjany  ?  No.  By  the  treaty,  the  protection  of  his  subject* 
IS  dehvered  up  to  the  Company ;  and  he  well  knew  that, 
whoever  may  be  held  up  as  the  ostensible  prince,  the  admin- 
istratioa  of  justice  must  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  ha^e 
power  to  enforce  it."  He  goes  on,  "  The  Governor- Geueral, 
who,  I  suppose,  had  &  ddicacy  to  state  more  than  what  had 
before  been  made  public,  closes  his  affidavit  with  saying, 
that  all  he  has  deposed  to  be  believes  to  be  publicly  known, 
as  it  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  printed  book  entitled  Btt-    ] 

forts  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houae  of  Commons.  I  knew," 
e  adds,  "  it  was  there,  and  was  therei'ore  surprised  at  this 
ipplication ;  it  ia  so  notorious  that  everybody  in  the  Bettit-- 
jntoit  must  have  knows  it;  nhcu  J  sa.y  everybody  I  ii 


¥ 


WA.SSE1T  HlbTINOS,   Eiq  928'" 

with  an  exception  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  applied  to  the 
court.  The  only  reason  I  can  give  for  their  applying  ia  the 
little  time  they  have  heen  in  the  country."  The  judge  (I 
think  it  is  Chief  Justice  Impey)  then  goes  on,  "  Perhaps  this 
question  might  have  been  determined  merely  on  the  dates  of 
the  letters  to  the  G-overnor-&eaaral ;  but  as  the  council  have 
made  the  other  a  serious  question,  I  should  not  have  thought 
that  I  had  done  my  duty,  if  I  had  not  given  a  full  and  deter- 
minate opintou  upon  it ;  I  should  have  been  Sony  if  I  had 
left  it  doubtful,  uhether  the  empty  name  of  a  Nabob  should 
ie  thrust  between  a  delinquent  and!  the  laws,  bo  as  effectually 
protect  him  from  the  hand  of  justice." 

B  you  see,  bottoms  its  determination 
atantt  upon  here,  Mr.  Haatinga's  evidence,  that 
the  empty  name  of  a  pretended  sovereifpi  should  not  be 
thrust  forth  between  a  delinquent  and  justice. 

What  does  Mr.  Lemaistre,  the  other  judge,  say  upon  this 
occasion, — "with  regard  to  this  phantom,  that  man  of  straw, 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlab,  it  ia  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of 
the  court  to  have  made  the  question  of  his  sovereignty. 
But  as  it  came  from  the  Governor- General  and  council,  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  that  body  to  treat  it  ludicrously, 
and  I  confess,  I  cannot  consider  it  seriously,  and  we  always 
shall  consider  a  letter  of  business  from  the  Nabob  the  same 
..^  a  letter  from  the  Governor- General  and  council." 

This  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  judges  eoncern- 
g  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Nabob.  We  have  thus 
eatablished  the  point  we  mean  to  establish,  that  any  use 
which  shall  be  made  of  the  Nabob's  name,  for  the  purpose 
of  justifying  any  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Company, 
or  of  bringing  forward  corrupt  and  unfit  persons  for  the 
government,  could  be  considered  as  no  other  than  the  act  of 
the  persons  who  shall  make  such  a  use  of  it ;  and  that  no 
letter  that  the  Nabob  writes  to  any  one  in  power  was  or 
could  be  considered  as  any  other  than  the  letter  of  that 
person  himself.  This  we  wish  to  impress  upon  your  lord- 
'".ipB,  because,  as  you  have  before  seen  the  use  that  has 
made  in  this  way  of  the  Nabob  of  Onde,  yon  may 
of  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  name  of  Hyde* 
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Beg  EJido,  and  of  tLe  names  of  all  the  eminont  persons  of 
the  country.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done ;  if,  whilst 
YOU  remark  the  uae  that  is  made  of  thb  man's  name,  your 
lordships  shall  £nd  that  this  use  has  ever  beeu  made  of  his 
name  for  his  benefit,  or  for  the  purpoae  of  giving  him  any 
nseful  or  substantial  authority,  or  of  meliorating  his  condi- 
lion  in  any  way  whatever,  forgive  the  fraud,  forgive  the  dis- 
obedience. 

But  if  we  have  shown  your  lordships  that  it  waa  for  no 
other  puxpose  than  to  disobey  the  orders  of  the  Company,  to 
trample  upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  to  introduce  back 
again,  and  to  force  into  power,  those  very  corrupt  and  wicked  ' 
instruments  which  had  formerly  done  bo  much  mischief,  and 
fdrwhich  mischief  they  were  removed,  then  we  shall  not  have 
passed  our  time  in  vain,  in  endeavouring  to  prove  that  this 
nian,  in  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  by  public  no- 
toriety, and  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own  opinion,  was  held  to  be 
lit  for  nothing  but  to  be  made  a  tool  in  hia  hands. 

Having  stated  to  your  lordslsips  generally  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  the  Mahomedan  interest  of  Bengal  by  the  mis- 
conduot  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  with  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  tne  guardian  of  the  Nabob  or  Soubahdar  oi 
that  province,  and  of  the  minister  of  his  government,  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  attending  your  lordships  another  day; 
and  shall  show  you  the  use  that  has  been  matte  of  this  gOT^m- 
ment  and  of  the  authority  of  the  Nabob,  who,  as  your  lord- 
ships have  seen,  was  the  mere  phantom  of  power ;  and  I  shall 
show  how  much  a  phantom  he  waa  for  every  good  purpose, 
and  how  effectual  an  instrument  he  waa  made  for  eveiy 
bsd  one. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  l4iH  JUNE,  l^M. 


^m  EIGHTH  DAI  or  BEPLT. 

^r      (Ms.  BintEE.) 

My  Lokds, — Tour  lordahipB  heard,  upon  the  lut  day  of 
the  meeting  of  thia  high  court,  tne  distribution  of  the  several 
matters  which  I  should  have  occaeion  to  lay  before  you,  and 
by  which  I  resolved  to  guide  myself  in  the  eiamination  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  regard  to  Bengal.  I 
stated,  that  I  should  first  show  the  manner  in  which  he  com- 
ported himself  with  regard  to  the  people  who  were  found 
jn  pOBaeseion  of  the  government  when  we  first  entered  into 
Bengal.  "We  have  shown  to  your  lordahipB  the  progressive 
Bteps  by  which  the  native  government  was  brought  into  a 
atate  of  annihilation.  "We  have  stated  the  manner  in  which 
that  government  waa  solemnly  declared  by  a  court  of  justice 
to  be  depraved  and  incompetent  to  act,  and  dead  in  law.  We 
have  shown  to  your  lordsliips  (and  we  have  referred  you  to 
the  document)  that  its  deatn  was  declared,  upon  a  certificate 
of  the  principal  attending  physician  of  the  state,  namely,  Mr. 
Warren  Hastings  himself ;  this  waa  declared  in  an  affidavit 
made  by  him,  wherein  he  has  gone  through  all  the  powers  of 
government,  of  which  he  had  regularly  despoiled  the  Nabob 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlah  part  by  part,  exactly  according  to  the 
ancient  formula  by  which  a  degraded  knight  was  despoiled 
of  his  knighthood  ;  they  took,  I  say,  from  him  all  the  powers 
of  government,  article  by  article,  his  helmet,  his  shield,  hie 
cuirass,  at  last  they  hacked  off  his  spurs,  and  left  him  no- 
thing. Mr.  Hastings  laid  down  aU  the  premises,  and  left  the 
jut^es  to  draw  the  conclusion. 

Tour  lordships  will  remark  (for  you  will  find  it  on  your 
minutes),  that  the  judges  have  declared  this  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to  be  a  delicate  q^davit.  We  have  heard  of  affi- 
davits that  were  true ;  we  have  heard  of  affidavits  that  were 
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peijured ;  but  this  is  the  first  instance  that  has  como  to  our 
Knowledge  (and  we  receive  it  as  a  proof  of  Indian  reiine- 
mout)  of  a  delicate  affidavit.  This  afbduvit  of  Mr.  Haatings, 
we  shall  show  to  your  lordahipa,  is  not  entitled  to  the  descnp- 
tioQ  of  a  good  affidavit,  however  it  might  be  entitled,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  judges,  to  the  description  of  a  delicate  affida- 
vit, a  phrase  hy  which  they  appear  to  have  meant  that  he  had 
fiimiBned  all  tne  proofs  of  the  Nabob's  deposition,  but  had 
deli<:atelj  avoided  to  declare  him  expressly  deposed.  Tb» 
judges  drew,  however,  this  indelicate  conclusion ;  the  con- 
clusion thej  drew  was  founded  upon  the  premises ;  it  was 
very  just  and  logical ;  for  they  declared  that  he  was  a  mere 
cypher.  They  commended  Mr.  Hastings's  delicacy,  though 
they  did  not  imitate  it ;  but  they  pronounced  sentence  of 
deposition  upon  the  said  Nabob,  and  they  declared  that  auy 
letter  or  paper  that  was  produced  from  him  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  government.  So  effectually  was  he  re- 
moved by  the  judges  out  of  the  way,  that  no  minority,  no 
insanity,  no  physical  cicumstancea,  not  even  death  itself, 
could  put  a  man  more  completely  out  of  sight.  They  de- 
clare tnat  they  would  conaiaer  his  letters  in  no  other  light 
than  as  the  letters  of  the  Company,  represented  by  the  Go- 
vern or-Geueral  and  council.  Thus,  then,  we  find  the  Nabob 
legally  dead. 

We  find  next,  that  he  was  politically  dead.  Mr.  Haatings, 
not  satisfied  with  the  affidavit  he  made  in  court,  has  thought 
proper  upon  record  to  inform  the  Company  and  the  world  of 
what  he  considered  him  to  be  civilly  and  politically, — [Minute 
entered  by  the  Governor- General;] — "  The  Governor- General. 
I  object  to  this  motiun  [a  motion  relative  to  the  trial  above 
alluaed  to],  because  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  declaration  of 
the  judges,  respecting  the  Nabob's  sovereignty,  will  involve 
this  government  in  any  difficulties  with  the  French  or  other 
foreign  nations."  [Mark,  my  lords,  these  political  effects.] 
"How  little  the  screen  of  the  Nabob's  name  has  hitherto 
svoiled  will  appear  in  the  frequent  and  inconclusive  corre> 
Bpondence  which  has  been  maintained  with  the  foreign  settle* 
ment8,the  French  especially,  since  the  Company  have  thought 
proper  to  stand  forth  in  their  real  character  in  the  eiercise  of 
the  dewanny.  From  that  period  the  government  of  theso 
firovincea  bos  been  wholly  theirs,  nor  con  all  the  subtiltiei 
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Wd  diBtinctioua  of  political  eopliistry  conwal  the  possession 
of  power,  where  the  exercise  of  it  is  openly  prnctised  and 
univerBally  felt  in  its  operation. — In  deference  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Company,  we  have  generally  endeavoured,  in  all 
our  correapondence  with  foreigners,  to  evade  the  direct  avowal 
bf  our  poaseBsing  the  actual  rule  of  the  country  ;  employing 
the  unapplied  term  government  for  the  power  to  which  we 
Exacted  their  aubmiasion ;  hut  I  do  not  remember  any  in- 
"*'  mce,  and  I  hope  none  will  be  found,  of  our  having  been  ao 
lingenuous  as  to  disclaim  our  own  power,  or  to  amrm  that 
le  Nabob  waa  the  real  sovereign  of  those  provinces.  In 
feet  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aay,  that  I  look  upon  this  atate  of 
ideciaion  to  have  been  productive  of  all  the  embarrasamenta 
■hich  we  have  experienced  with  the  foreign  settlements  ; 
bone  of  them  have  ever  owned  any  dominion  but  that  of  the 
3ritiah  government  in  these  provinces.  Mr.  Chevalier  has 
repeatedly  declared  that  he  will  not  acknowledge  any  other, 
but  will  look  to  that  only  for  the  support  of  the  privileges 
poBsesaed  by  his  nation,  and  shall  protest  against  that  alone 
_aa  responsible  for  any  act  of  power  by  which  their  privileges 
may  be  violated  or  their  property  disturbed.  The  Dutch,  the 
Danes,  have  severally  applied  to  this  government,  as  to  the 
"^"'ing  power,  for  the  grant  of  indulgences  and  the  redreas  of 
grievances.  In  our  replies  to  all,  we  have  constantly 
led  the  prerogatives  of  that  character,  but  eluded  the 
i  avowal  of  it ;  londer  the  name  of  influence,  we  have 
offered  them  protection,  and  we  have  granted  them  the  in- 
dulgences of  government,  under  elusive  expressions,  some- 
times applied  to  our  treaties  with  the  Nabobs,  sometimes  to 
our  own  rights  as  the  dewan,  sometimes  openly  declaring  the 
Tirtual  rule  which  we  held  of  these  provinces,  we  have  con- 
tended with  them  for  the  rights  of  government,  and  threat- 
ened to  repel  with  force  the  encroachments  on  it ;  we,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  have  actually  put  theae  threats  into  execu- 
tioB,  by  orders  directly  issued  to  the  officers  of  government, 
and  enforced  by  detachments  from  our  own  military  forces. 
The  Nabob  waa  never  consulted,  nor  was  the  pretence  ever 
made  that  his  orders  or  concurrence  were  necessary ;  in  a 
word,  we  have  always  allowed  oureelves  to  be  treated  as  prin- 
cipals ;  we  have  treated  as  principals  ;  but  v  ' 
oora^res  with  letting  c 
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■which  we  effectually  poaaeBsed,  without  asserting  it. — Tor 
my  own  part,  I  have  ever  considered  the  reserve  which  hai 
been  enjoined  on  ua  in  this  respect  as  a.  consequence  of  the 
doubts  which  have  long  prevailed,  and  which  are  still  sufiered 
to  subsist,  respecting  the  rights  of  the  British  government 
and  the  Company  to  the  property  and  dominion  of  these  pro- 
vinces, not  as  inferring  a  doubt  with  respect  to  any  foreign  ^ 
power ;  it  has,  however,  been  productive  of  great  inconveni-          - 
ences,  it  has  prevented  our  acting  with  vigour  in  our  disputes         ^ 
with  the  Dutch  and  French.     The  former  refuse  to  this  day         ~" 
the  payment  of  the  bahor  pescusb,  although  the  right  is  in-        -■ 
contestably  against  them,  and  we  have  threatened  to  enforce        4 
it.     Both  nations  refuse  to  be  bound  by  our  decrees,  or  to       -^ 
submit  to  our  regulations ;  they  refuse  to  submit  to  the  pay-       — ^ 
ment  of  the  duties  on  the  foreign  commerce,  hut  in  their  own     -^ 
way,  which  amounts  almost  to  a  total  exemption ;  they  refuse     ^S 
to  submit  to  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  which  is  levied  upon    -^^ 
foreign  salt,  by  which  (unless  a  stop  can  be  put  to  It  bv  a  -^afl 
more  decisive  rule)  they  vrill  draw  the  whole  of  that  im-  ■     ^ 
portant  trade  into  their  own  colonies  ;  and  even  in  the  aingle  ^^^ 
metance  in  which  they  have  allowed  us  to  prescribe  to  thera,^B— "S 
namely,  the  embargo  on  grain  ou  the  apprehension  of  a^^^Q 
dearth,  I  am  generally  persuaded  that  they  acquiesced  fmni  ^"^j 
the  secret  design  of  taking  the  advantage  of  the  general  ausi    ■-    a 
pension,  by  eiporting  grain  clandestinely  under  cover  of  their"^** 
colours,  which  they  knew  would  screen  them  from  the  rigor-        " 
ous  eiamination  of  our  officers.  We  are  precluded  from  form-  -       "'■ 
ing  many  arrangements  of  general  utility,  because  of  their"    -^ 
want  of  control  over  the  European  settlement ;  and  a  great^^^^-  . 
part  of  the  defects  which  suDsist  in  the  government  and   — 
I'ommercifll  state  of  the  country  are  ultimately  derived  from- 
this  source.     I  have  not  the  slightest  suspicion  that  a  more 
1  pen  and  decided  conduct  would  expose  us  to  worse  conse- 
quences from  the  European  nations ;  on  the  contrary,  we- 
have  the  worst  of  the  argument,  while  we  contend  with  them, 
under  false  colours,  whDe  they  know  us  under  the  disguise, 
and  we  have  not  the  confidence  to  disown  it ;  what  we  havB 
done  and  may  do  under  an  assumed  character  is  full  as  likely 
to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  France,  a  nation  not  much  in- 
fluenced by  logical  weapons,  if  such  can  be  supposed  to  ba 
the  likely  conaequences  of  our  own  trifliug  disagreement  with 
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%hem,  as  if  we  stooJ  forth  their  avowed  opponents. 

«lude,  inatead  of  regretting,  with  Mr.  Francis,  the  occasion  1 
Tfhieh  deprives  us  of  so  useless  and  hurtful  a  disguise,  1  J 
should  rather  rejoice  (were  it  really  the  case),  and  consider  1 
it  as  a  crisis  which  freed  the  constitution  of  our  goTemmeut' J 
from  one  of  its  greatest  defects." 

Kow,  my  lords,  the  delicacy  of  the  affidavit  is  no  more — 
the  great  arcanum  of  the  state  is  avowed — it  is  avowed  that 
the  government  ia  ours — that  the  Nabob  is  nothing.  It  ia. 
avowed  to  foreign  nations  ;  and  the  disguise  which  we  have 
put  on,  Mr.  Hastings  states,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  hurtful  to 
the  afiflirs  of  the  Company.  Here  we  perceive  the  exact  and 
the  perfect  agreement  between  his  character  as  a  delicate 
affidavit  maker  in  a  courtr  of  justice,  and  his  indelicate  declar- 
ations  upon  the  records  of  the  Company  for  the  information 
of  the  whole  world,  eoaeeming  the  real  arcanuia  of  the 
Bengal  govemment. 

Kow  I  cannot  help  praising  hia  consistency  upon  this  ocea- 
aion,  whether  his  policy  was  right  or  wrong ;  hitherto  we  find 
the  whole  consistent,  we  find  the  affidavit  perfectly  supported, 
The  inferences,  which  delicacy  at  firet  prevented  him  from  pro- 
ducing, better  recoUecrion  and  more  perfect  policy  made  hinj 
here  avow.  In  this  state  things  continued.  The  Nabob,  youB 
lordships  see,  is  dead — dead  in  law — dead  in  politics — dead 
in  a  court  of  justice^  dead  upon  the  records  of  the  Company. 
Hicept  in  mere  animal  existence,  it  is  all  over  with  him. 

I  have  now  to  etate  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
"who  has  the  power  of  putting  even  to  death  in  this  way, 
possesses  likewise  the  art  of  restoring  to  life.  But  what  is 
the  medicine  that  revives  them  ? — Your  lordships,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  glad  to  know  what  nostrum,  not  hitherto  pretende4 
to  by  quacka  in  physic,  by  quacks  in  politics,  nor  by  quacks 
in  law,  wiD  serve  to  revive  this  man,  to  cover  his  dead  bones 
with  fleah,  and  to  give  him  life,  activity,  and  vigour.  My 
lords,  I  am  about  to  tell  you  an  instance  of  a  recipe  of  such 
infallible  efficacy  as  was  never  before  discovered.  His  cure 
for  all  disorders  is  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  his  law- 
ful superiors.  When  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  are 
contrary  to  hia  own  opinions,  he  forgets  them  all.  Let  the 
icourt  of  directors  but  declare  in  lavour  of  his  own  sys ' 
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bis  own  jhonitions,  and  that  very  moment, merely  for  the  pini- 
pctfe  of  declaring  his  right  of  rebellion  against  the  laws  of 
tiis  country,  he  count«racta  them.  Then  these  dead  bones 
arise ;  or,  to  uae  a  language  more  suitable  to  the  dignitj-  of 
the  thing,  Bayes's  men  are  all  revived.  "  Are  these  men 
dead?"  asks  Mr.  Bajes's  friend.  "No,"  says  he,  "they 
Bball  all  get  np  and  dance  immediately." — But  in  this  tudi- 
crouB  view  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  your  lordships  must 
not  lose  sight  of  its  great  importance.  You  cannot  have,  in 
an  abstract,  aa  it  were,  any  one  thing  that  better  developes 
the  principles  of  the  man ;  that  more  fully  developes  all  thi-, 
Bources  of  his  conduct,  and  of  all  the  frauds  and  iniquities 
which  he  has  committed,  in  order  at  one  and  the  same  tima 
to  evade  his  duty  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  is  to  gay,  to 
tbe  taws  of  his  country,  and  to  oppress,  crush,  rob,  ana  ill- 
treat  the  people  that  are  under  him. 

My  lords,  you  have  had  an  account  of  the  person  who 
represented  the  Nabob's  dignity,  Mahomed  Eeza  JChan ;  you 
have  heard  of  the  rank  he  bore,  the  sufferines  that  he  went 
through,  his  trial  and  honourable  acquittal,  and  the  Company's 
order,  that  the  first  opportuni^  should  be  taken  to  appomt 
him  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  of  the  Nabob,  and  more  especiallj 
to  represent  him  in  the  administering  of  justice.  Your  lori 
ehips  are  also  acquainted  with  what  was  done  in  consequence 
of  those  orders  by  the  council-general,  in  the  restoration  and 
reestablish ment  of  the  executive  power  in  this  person ;  not 
in  the  poor  Nabob,  a  poor,  helpless,  ill-bred,  ill-educated  boy, 
but  in  the  first  Mussulman  of  the  country,  who  had  be&re 
eiercised  the  office  of  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  viceroy,  in  op- 
der  to  give  some  degree  of  support  to  the  expiring  honour  and 
justice  of  that  country.  The  majority,  namely.  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monaon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  whose  names,  aa 
I  have  before  said,  will,  for  obedience  to  the  Company,  fideli- 
ty to  the  laws,  honour  to  themselves,  and  a  purity  untouched 
and  unimpeacbed,  stand  distinguished  and  honoured,  in  spite 
of  all  the  corrupt  and  barking  virulence  of  India  against 
them.  These  men,  I  say,  obeyed  the  Company  ;  they  had 
no  secret  or  fraudulent  connexion  with  Mahomed  B^za 
Kh4n  ;  but  they  rc'instated  him  in  his  ofGce. 

The  moment  that  real  death  had  carried  away  two  of  the 
~>rtuous  of  thia  community,  and  that  Mr.  HastiogB  VM 
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thereby  reestablished  in  Lis  power,  be  returned  to  hia  former 
state  of  rebellion  to  the  Company,  and  of  fraud  aud  opprea- 
sion  upon  the  people.  And  here  we  come  to  the  revivificat- 
iug  medicine.  I  forgot  to  tell  your  lordships  tbat  this  Nabob, 
whose  letters  were  declared  by  a  court  oi  law,  with  his  own 
approbation,  to  be  in  effect  letters  of  the  Giovemor- General 
uia  council,  concludes  a  formal  application  transmitted  to 
them,  and  dated  17tli  November,  1777,  with  a  demand  of  the 
restoration  of  his  rights.  Mr.  Haatings  upon  this  enters  the 
following  minute : — "The  Nabob's  demands  are  grounded 
upon  positive  rights,  which  will  not  admit  of  a  discussion ; 
he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  management  of  his  own 
household;  he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  nizamut." 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  his  affidavit,  you  have  heard  hia 
ftvowed  and  recorded  opinion.  In  direct  defiance  of  both, 
because  he  wishes  to  make  doubtful  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany and  to  evade  his  duty,  he  here  makes  without  any  deli- 
cacy a  declaration,  which,  if  it  be  true,  the  affidavit  is  a  gross 
peijury,  let  it  be  managed  with  what  delicacy  he  pleases. 
The  word  nizamut,  which  he  uses,  may  he  unfamiliar  to 
your  lordships.  In  India  it  signifies  the  whole  executive 
government,  though  the  word  strictly  means  viceroyalty  ;  all 
the  princes  of  that  country  holding  their  dominions  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mogul,  the  great  nominal  sovereign  of  the 
empire.  To  convince  you  that  it  does  so,  take  his  own  ex- 
planation of  it. — "  It  is  his  by  inheritance ;  the  adowlet  and 


the  fouzdarry  having  been  repeatedly  declared  by  the  Com- 
pany and  by  this  government  to  appertain  to  the  nizai 
The  adowlet,  namely,  the  distribution  of  dvQ  justice; 


the  fouzdarry,  namely,  the  executive  criminal  justice  of  that 
country,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  sovereign  government  of 
the  courts  of  justice,  have  been  declared  by  the  Company  to 
appertain  to  the  nizamut." 


your  consideration  the  chaises  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  person  they  accuse,  ond  persons  suhorued  by  him, 
have  never  scrupled  to  he  guilty,  without  sense  of  shame,  of 
the  most  notorious  falsehoods,  the  most  glaring  inconsisten- 
cies, and  even  of  perjury  itself;  and  that  it  is  thus  they  make 
the  power  of  the  Company  dead  or  alive,  as  best  suits  theiz 
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OTD  wicked,  clandeBtine,  and  fraudulent  pTiq>u3es,  and  tho 
great  end  of  oil  their  a^tiouB  and  all  tbeir  politics,  plunder 
and  peculation. 

I  inuBt  here  refer  your  lordships  to  a  minute  of  Mr.  Frac- 
cis's,  which  I  recommend  to  your  reading  at  large,  and  to 
your  very  serious  recollection,  in  page  1086  ;  because  it  con- 
tains a  complete  history  of  Mr.  Hastinge's  conduct,  and  of  its 
fiifects  upon  this  occasion. 

And  now  to  proceed.  The  Nabob,  in  a  aubapquent  appK- 
cationto  the  Company's  government  at  Calcutta,  desires  tnat 
Munny  Begum  may  be  allowed  to  take  oo  herself  the  whole 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  uizamut  (not  the  superi- 
ority in  the  adminiatration  of  the  affairs  of  the  seraglio  only, 
though  this  would  have  been  a  tyrannical  usurpation  of  the 
power  belonging  to  the  legitimate  mother  of  the  Nabob), 
without  the  interference  of  any  person  whatever;  and  he 
adds,  that  by  this  the  Governor  will  give  him  complete  satis- 
faction. In  all  fraudulent  correspondences,  you  are  sure  to 
find  the  true  secret  of  it  at  last.  It  has  been  said  by  some- 
body, that  the  true  sense  of  a  letter  is  to  be  learnt  from  its 
postscript.  But  this  matter  is  so  clumsQy  managed,  that  in 
contempt  of  all  decency,  the  first  thing  the  Nabob  does  is  to 
desire  he  may  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Munny  Begum,  and 
that  without  the  interference  of  anybody  whatever. 

The  nest  letter,  immediately  following  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  was  received  by  the  council  on  the  12th  of  Februarr, 
177S.  In  this  letter  be  desires  that  Mahomed  Bez»  Khlti 
may  be  removed  from  his  office  in  the  government ;  and  ho 
eipresses  his  hopes,  that  as  he  himself  is  now  come  to  years 
of  maturitv,  and  by  the  blesaing  of  God  is  not  so  devoid  of 
understanding  as  to  be  incapable  of  conducting  his  afioirs  i 
he  says,  "  1  am  therefore  hopefii!,  frpm  your  favour  and  regard 
to  justice,  that  you  will  deliver  me  from  the  authority  of  tho 
aforesaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Khao,  and  give  your  permission  that 
I  take  on  myself  the  management  of  the  adowlet  and  foua- 
darry." — There  is  no  doubt  of  this  latter  application,  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  former,  having  arisen  from  a  suspicion  that 
the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  would  be  too  gross,  and 
would  shock  the  council ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  therefore  orders 
the  second  letter  to  be  written  from  the  Nabob,  in  which  he 
dftims  the  powers  of  government  for  himself-     Then  foUuv* 


WlBRSy   HASTINGS,    XSQ. 

■.letter  from  the  Go»eMiOr-Geiieral,mforniiug  the  Nabob,  that 
it  had  bDen  agreed  that:  his  eicellency  being  now  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity,  the  control  of  his  own  household,  and  the 
cimrta  dependent  on  the  nizainut  and  fouzdairy,  sbould  be 
placed  in  ftis  hands ;  and  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  woa  directed, 
at  the  same  time,  to  reaign  hia  authority  to  the  Nabob. 

Here  jour  lordships  see  Munny  Begum,  in  effect,  com- 
pletely invested  with,  and  you  will  eee  how  she  baa  used  her 
power;  for  I  suppose  your  lordships  are  sick  of  the  name  of 
Nabob,  aa  a  real  actor  in  the  government.  Ton  now  seo  the 
true  parties  in  the  transaction,  namely,  the  lover,  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq. ;  and  Munny  Begum,  the  object  of  hia  passion 
and  flame ;  to  which  he  sacrifices  as  much,  as  Antony  ever 
did  to  Cleopatra.  Ton  see  the  object  of  hia  love  and  aflec- 
lion  placed  in  the  administration  of  the  viceroyalty ;  you  see 
'placed  at  her  disposal  the  administrfttion  of  the  civil  judica- 
ture and  of  the  executory  justice,  together  with  the  salary 
which  was  intended  for  A^homed  Eeza  Khiin, 

Tour  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  this  dis- 
tribution of  the  Nabob's  government  was  made  in  direct  de- 
fianoe  of  the  orders  of  the  Company.  And  as  a  further  proof 
of  this  defiance,  it  will  not  escape  your  lordahipa,  that,  before 
ttiia  measure  was  carried  into  execution,  Mr.  Barwell  being 
one  day  absent  from  the  council,  Mr.  Hastings  fell  into  a  mi- 
Dority ;  and  it  was  agreed,  upon  that  occasion,  that  the  whole 
i£iir  should  be  referred  home  to  the  court  of  directors,  and 
t^t  no  arrangement  should  be  made  tiU  the  directors  had 
giren  their  opinion.  Mr.  Hastings,  the  very  moment  after 
Mr.  BarweU's  return  to  his  seat  in  the  council,  rescinds  this 
resolution,  which  aubjected  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors to  their  own  reconsideration ;  and  be  hurries  headlong 
md  precipitately  into  the  execution  of  his  first  determination. 
Tour  lordships  will  also  se«,  io  this  ad-,  what  sort  of  use  Mr. 
Hastings  made  of  the  council ;  and  I  have  therefore  insisted 
upon  all  these  practices  of  the  prisoner  at  tout  bar,  because 
there  is  not  one  of  them  in  which  some  principle  of  govern- 
ment is  not  wounded,  if  not  mortally  wounded. 

My  lords,  we  have  laid  before  you  the  consequences  of  this 
proceeding.  "We  have  shown  what  passed  within  the  walls 
of  the  seraglio,  and  what  tyranny  was  eiercised  bv  this 
vomoa  over  the  multitude  of  women  there.     I  shall  now 


show  your  tordahipa  in  what  maaiier  she  made  use  of  her 
power  over  thu  tupreme  judicature,  to  peculate,  and  to  de- 
Btroy  the  country  ;  and  I  shall  adduce,  as  proofs  of  this  ahuae 
of  her  authority,  tbe  facte  I  am  about  to  relate,  and  of  which 
there  is  evidence  before  your  lordshipa.  There  waa  an  oft- 
teusible  man,  named  t^udder  ul  Hoe  Kh&n,  placed  there  at 
the  head  of  the  admimstration  of  justice,  with  a.  salaiy  of 
£7000  a  year  of  the  Company's  money.  This  man,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Gkivemor- General  and  council,  received  the  Ist 
of  September,  1778,  says, — "  Hia  highness  himself  [the  Na- 
bob] IS  not  deficient  in  regard  for  me,  but  certain  bad  men 
have  gained  an  ascendency  over  hifl  temper,  by  whose  insti- 
gation he  acta."  You  will  Bee,  my  lords,  how  this  poor  man 
was  crippled  in  the  execution  of  bis  duty,  and  dishonoured  by 
the  corruption  of  this  woman  and  her  eunuchs,  to  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  nad  given  the  supreme  government,  and  with  it  an 
uncontrolled  influence  over  all  the  dependent  parts.  After 
thus  complaining  of  the  alights  be  receives  from  the  Nabob, 
he  adds,  "  Thus  they  cause  the  Nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes 
with  indignity,  and  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think 
proper  to  advise  him ;  tlieir  view  is  that,  by  compelling  me  to 
displeasure  at  such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  me 
either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them  and  act 
with  their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommend- 
ation to  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw  pro- 
fit to  themselves." — In  a  auhaequent  letter  to  the  Governor, 
Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan  saya,  "  The  Begum's  miniatera,  before, 
my  arrival,  with  tbe  advice  of  their  counseDors,  caused  the 
Nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which  they  re- 
ceived, at  two  different  times,  near  50,000  rupees,  in  the 
name  of  the  officers  of  the  adowlet,  fouzdarry,  &c.,  from 
the  Company's  sircar ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account  cur- 
rent in  the  manner  they  wished,  they  got  the  Nabob  to  sign 
it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me."  In  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 
that  these  people  have  the  Nabob  entirely  in  their  power. 

Now,  I  have  only  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the 
first  and  immediate  operation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  regulation, 
which  put  everything  into  the  bands  of  this  wicked  woman 
for  her  corrupt  purpoaea,  was,  that  the  office  of  chief  justice 
was  trampled  upon  and  depraved,  aud  made  uae  of  to  plun- 
I  dfir  the  Company  of  money  which  was  appropriated  to  tbeif 
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own  uBea  ;  anc  that  tbe  person  oBtensibly  holding  this  offio* 
WM  forced  to  become  the  instrutnent  in  the  hands  cif  thiti 
wicked  woman  and  her  two  wicked  eunuchs.  Tliia  then 
was  the  representation  which  the  chief  justira  made  to  Mr. 
HafltingB  as  one  of  the  very  first  fruits  of  his  new  arrange- 
ment. I  am  now  to  tell  you  what  his  next  step  was.  Tliis 
same  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  made  the  Nabob  master  of  every- 
tlung,  and  placed  everything  at  his  disposal,  who  bad  main- 
tained that  the  Nabob  was  not  to  act  a  secondary  part,  and 
to  be  a  mere  im<trument  in  the  hands  of  the  Companv,  who 
bad,  aa  you  have  seen,  revived  the  Nabob,  now  puts  nim  to 

I  death  again.  He  preteuds  to  be  shocked  at  these  proceedings 
of  the  Nabob,  and  not  being  able  to  prevent  their  coming 

I  before  the  council  of  the  directors  at  home,  he  immediately 
took  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khftn  under  hia  protection. 

Now  your  lordships  see  Mr.  Hastings  appearing  in  his  own 
character  again  ;  exercising  the  power  he  had  pretended  to 
abdicate,  whilst  tbe  Nabob  ainks  and  subsidea  under  him. 
He  becomes  the  aupporter  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh&n,  now  that 
the  infamy  of  the  treatment  he  received  could  no  longer  be 
concealed  from  the  council.  On  the  lat  of  September,  1778, 
the  Governor  informs  the  Nabob,  "  tliat  it  is  highly  eipedient 
'.hat  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan  should  have  lull  control  in  all 
matters  relative  to  his  office,  nnd  tbe  sole  appointment  and 
dismission  of  tbe  sudder  and  mofussal  officers  ;  and  that  liia 
seal  and  signature  should  be  authentic  to  all  papers  haring 
lelation  to  the  business  intrusted  to  him  ;  I  therefore  in- 
timate to  you  that  he  should  appoint  and  dismiss  all  tb« 
officers  under  him,  and  that  your  eicellency  should  not  intei<- 


Tlie  Nabot,  in  a  letter  to  tbe  Governor  received  the  3rd  of 
September,  1778,  says,  "  J^J^eeably  to  jour  pleasure,  I  have 
pelmquislied  all  concern  with  the  afi'airs  of  the  fouzdarry  and 
adowlet,  leaving  the  entire  management  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Kli&n's  hands.  — Here  you  see  the  Nabob  again  reduced  to 
his  former  state  of  subordination.  This  chief  justiceship, 
which  was  declared  to  be  his  inherent  riglit,  he  is  obliced  to 
submit  to  the  control  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  declare  that  he 
will  n- 1  interfere  at  all  in  a  matter  wLicli  Mr.  Hastings  had 
declared  U>  be  his  incommunicable  attribute.     I  do  not  say 
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that  Mr.  Hastings  interfered  improperlj.  Certamly  it  v 
ndt  fit  that  the  highest  court  of  justice  in  all  Bengal  should 
be  mode  the  inatruinent  of  the  rapacity  of  a  set  of  villains,  , 
with  a  prostitute  at  their  head ;  jii^it  as  if  a  gang  of  thieves 
in  England  with  their  prostitutes  at  their  head  should  seize 
the  judge  which  ought  to  punish  them,  and  endeavour  to  make 
Ii3e  of  bis  name  in  their  iniquitous  transactions.  But  your 
lordships  will  find  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  here  acting  a  merely 
ostensible  part,  and  that  he  has  always  a  means  of  defeating 
privately  what  he  declares  publicly  to  be  his  intention.  Tour 
lordships  will  see  soon  how  this  ended.  Mr.  Hastings  gets 
the  Nabob  to  give  up  all  his  authority  over  the  chief  justice ; 
but  he  says  not  one  word  of  Munny  Begum,  the  person  who 
had  the  real  authority  in  her  hands,  and  who  was  not  for^ 
bidden  to  interfere  with  him.— Mr.  Hastings's  order  ia  dated 
the  1st  September,  1778.  On  the  3rd  of  September,  the 
Nabob  is  said  to  have  relinquished  all  concern  with  Sudder 
ui  Hoe  Khan.  In  a  letter  received  the  30th  of  September 
(that  is,  about  27  days  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Hastings's  order), 
you  will  see  how  this  pretended  order  was  managed.  Sudder 
ul  Hoe  Khan  thus  writes  in  a  letter  received  the  30th  of 
September: — "Yattibar  Ali  Khftn  (Munny  Begum's  chief 
eunuch),  from  the  amount  of  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
adowlet  and  fouzdarry,  which  before  my  arrival  ho  had  re- 
ceived for  two  mouths  from  the  sircar,  made  disbursement' 
according  to  his  own  pleasure.  He  had  before  caused  the 
sum  of  7400  rupees,  on  account  of  the  price  of  mine  and  my 
paishcars  kelants,  to  be  carried  to  account,  and  now  continu- 
ally sends  a  man  to  demand  from  me  4300  and  odd  rupees, 
as  a  balance  of  the  price  of  kelante,  and  constantly  presses  ' 
me  to  take  it  from  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  adowlet  and  fouzdarry  and  send  it  to  him,  and  I  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  complying.  I  mention  this  for 
your  information." 

My  lords,  you  see  again  how  Mr.  Hastings's  pretended 
orders  were  obeyed  ;  they  were  orders  addressed  to  the  Na- 
bob, whom  he  knew  to  be  nothing,  and  who  could  neither 
control  nor  take  the  least  share  in  the  execution  of  them  ;  but 
he  leaves  the  thing  loose  as  to  Munny  Begnm  and  her  eu- 
nuchs, who  he  knew  could  alone  carry  them  into  effect,  youi 
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^^feiwu^  tee  that  the  first  use  made  of  the  restored  authority 

^MV  the  Nabob  vaa  under  various  pretences  to  leave  the  sala- 

^^Ses  of  the  ofBcera  of  government  unprovided  for ;  to  rob  tlie 

public  treasury,  and  to  give  the  Company's  money  to  the  en- 

niicha  who  were  actbg  in  the  manner  I  have  stated  to  you. 

Information  of  these  proceedings  reaches  Calcutta ;  —  n 
regular  complaint  from  a  person  in  the  highest  situation  in 
the  government  is  made,  and  the  Governor-General  is  obliged 
again  to  take  up  the  matter ;  and  I  shall  now  read  to  your 
lordships  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  which  coo- 
tains  a  representation,  so  pointed  and  so  very  just,  of  the 
fiital  effects  which  his  interference  in  the  administration  of 
Justice  had  produced,  as  not  to  stand  in  need  of  auy  com- 
ment from  me.     It  speaks  too  plainly  to  reijuire  any. 

The  Gk>vemor- General's  tetter  to  the  Nabob : — "  At  yout  1 
excellency's  request,  1  sent  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh4a  to  take  on.  1 
him  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adowlet  and  fouz- 
darry,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  to  have  given  satia- 
fiiction  to  your  eiccUeney,  but  that  through  his  abilities  and 
eiperience  these  affairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  such 
manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern 
I  feam  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  with 
the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouz- 
dairy  and  adowlet  are  in  the  greatest  confiision  imaginable, 
and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout 
the  country.  This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper 
authority  m  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.  I 
therefore  addressed  your  excellency,  on  tne  importance  and 
delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  ad- 
minister them  :  in  reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed 
sentiments  coincident  with  mine ;  notwithstanding  which 
your  dependants  and  people,  actuated  by  selfish  and  avaricious 
views,  have  by  their  interference  so  impeded  the  business,  as 
to  throw  the  whole  country  into  a  state  of  confusion,  from 
which  nothing  can  retrieve  it  but  an  unlimited  power  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent.  I  therefore  request  that 
your  excellency  will  give  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  youi 
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depeudanta  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any  matta 
relative  to  the  aSoira  of  the  adowlct  and  fouzdarry,  and  that 
Tou  will  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  therein,  and 
leave  them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Kh4o.  This  is  abaolutely  necessary  to  restore  the  country 
to  a  fltate  of  tranquillity ;  and  if  your  eicellency  has  any  pliui 
to  propose  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in  &ture,  be 
pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every  attention  shall  be 
paid  to  give  your  excellency  aatisfaction." 

My  lorda,  I  think  I  have  read  enough  to  you  for  our 
present  purpose ;  referring  your  lordships  for  fuller  inform- 
tion  to  your  minutes,  page  lOSti,  which  I  heg  you  to  read 
with  the  greatest  attention. 

I  must  again  beg  your  lordships  to  remark,  that  though 
Mr.  Hastings  has  the  impudence  still  to  pretend  that  he 
wishes  for  the  restorationof  order  and  justice  in  the  country, 
yet,  insteod  of  writing  to  Munny  Begum  upon  the  buainess, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  very  object  complaiaed  of,  and 
whose  eunuchs  ore  expressly  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  he     , 
writes  to  the  Nabob,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  pageant  in  his 
own  court  and  government,  and  whose  name  waa  not  even 
mentioned  in  this  last  complaint.     Not  one  word  ia  aaid,     | 
even  in  this  letter  to  the  Nabob,  of  Munny  Begum  or  of  her 
eunuchs.     My  lords,  when  you  consider  his  tacit  support  of 
the  authors  of  the  grievance,  and  his  ostensible  apphcation     | 
for  redress  to  the  man  who,  he  knew,  never  authorised  and     i 
could  not  redress  the  grievance,  you  must  conclude  that  he     I 
meant  to  keep  the  country  in  the  same  state  for  hia  own  coiv     I 
rupt  pnrpOBes.     In  this  state  the  country  in  fact  continued; 
Munny  Beeum  and  her  eunuchs  continued  to  administer  and 
squander  the   Compaoy's  money,  as  well  as  the  Nabob's;     , 
robberies  and  murders  continued  to  prevail  throughout  the 
country.     No  appearance  was  left  of  order,  law,  or  justice, 
from  one  end  of  Bengal  to  the  other.  ' 

The  account  of  this  state  of  things  was  received  by  the     | 
court  of  directors  with  horror  and  indignation  ;  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1779,  they  write,  as  you  will  find  in  page  1003  of    J 
yoin'  printed  minutes,  a  letter  to  their  government  at  Cal-  "^ 
cutto,  condemning  their  proceedings  and  the  removal  of  Mtt*    * 
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homed  Keza  Kh4ii ;  and  they  order  that  Muimj  Begum  ahall 
be  displaced,  and  Mahomed  Ee^a  Khan  restored  again  to  the 
Beat  of  justice. 

Mr.  Francis,  upon  the  arriTal  of  these  reiterated  orders, 
moved  in  council  for  an  obedience  to  thera.  Mr.  Hastings, 
notwithstanding  he  had  before  his  eyes  all  the  horrible  conse- 
quencea  that  attended  his  new  arrangement,  still  reeiats  that 
proposition.  By  his  casting  voice  in  the  councd  he  counter- 
ordera  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  ajid  sanctions  a 
direct  disobedience  to  their  authority,  by  a  resolution  that 
Mahomed  Beza  Khfto  should  not  be  restored  to  his  employ- 
ment, but  that  this  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan,  who  still  continued 
in  the  condition  already  described,  should  remain  in  the 
isession  of  hia  office.  I  say  nothing  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
istn ;  he  seems  to  be  very  well  disposed  to  do  his  duty,  if 
Mr.  Hastings's  arrangements  had  suffered  him  to  do  it ;  and 
indeed  if  Mahomed  Reza  Eh^n  had  been  reinstated  and  no 
better  supported  by  Mr.  Hastings  than  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kb&a, 
he  could,  probably,  have  kept  the  country  in  no  better  order, 
though  perhaps  his  name,  and  the  authority  and  weight 
which  stili  adhered  to  him  in  some  degree,  might  have  bad 
fome  influence. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  bis  defiance  of  the  Company, 
you  have  seen  his  defiance  of  all  decency ;  you  see  hia 
open  protection  of  prostitutes  and  robbers  of  every  tind  rav- 
aging Bengal ;  you  have  seen  hia  defiance  of  the  authority 
of  the  court  of  directors,  flatly,  directly,  and  peremptorily 
persisted  in  to  the  last.  Order  ^ter  order  was  reiterated,  but 
bis  disobedience  arose  with  an  clastic  spring  in  proportion 
to  the  pressure  that  was  upon  it. 

My  lords,  here  there  was  a  pause.    The  directors  bad  been 

disobeyed  ;  and  you  might  suppose  that  he  would  have  been 

I  .satisfied  with  this  act  of  disobedience.     My  lords,  be  was 

f.  jesolved  to  let  the  native  governments  of  the  country  know 

that  he  despised  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  that 

ver  he  pretended  to  obey  them,  in  reality  he  was  re- 

upon  the  most  actual  disobedience.     An  event  now 

led,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are  not  to  repeat  here : 

pputes  conducted  on  Mr.  Prancls's  side,  upon  no  other  prin- 

ile,*that  we  candiscover,  but  a  desire  to  obey  the  Company'a 

iers,  and  to  execute  bis  duty  with  fidelity  and  disinterest- 
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ednesB,  had  arisen  between  him  and  Mr.  HastmgB.  Vb 
FraQcia,  about  the  time  we  have  been  apeabing  of,  finding 
reeiBtance  was  vain,  reconciles  himself  to  him ;  but  on  the 
moat  hoaourahle  terms  aa  a  public  man,  namely,  that  he  ahould 
continue  to  foUow  and  obey  the  laws,  and  to  respect  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors.  Upon  this  reconciliation 
it  was  a$rreed  that  Mahomed  Iteza  Khan  should  be  restored 
to  his  office.  For  this  purpose  Mr.  Hastings  enters  a  niimite, 
and  writes  to  the  Nabob  an  oateneible  letter.  But  your  lord- 
'  ships  will  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  said  respecting  a 
double  current  in  all  Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  Even 
when  he  obeys  or  pretends  to  obey  the  Company's  orders, 
there  is  always  a  private  channel  through  which  he  defeats 
them  all. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Nabob  Mobarick  nl  Dow- 
lah,  written  the  10th  of  February,  1780.—"  The  Company, 
whose  orders  are  peremptory,  have  directed  that  Mahomed 
Beza  Khan  shall  be  restored  to  the  offices  he  held  in  January, 
1773 ;  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  this  to  your  excellency, 
and  to  recommend  your  compliance  with  their  request,  that 
Mahomed  Eeza  !^han  may  be  invested  with  the  offices 
assigned  to  him  under  the  nizamut  by  the  Company." 

Your  lordships  see  here  that  Mr.  Hastings  iuforms  the 
Nabob,  that  having  received  peremptory  orders  from  the  Com- 

{lany,  he  restores  and  replaces  Mahomed  Eeza  Khiln.  M»- 
lomed  Beza  Ehttn  then  is  in  possession ;  and  in  posaesaion 
by  the  best  of  all  titles,  the  orders  of  the  Company.  But  you 
will  also  see  the  manner  in  which  be  evades  his  duty,  and 
vilifies,  in  the  eyes  of  these  miserable  country  powers,  the 
authority  of  the  directors.  He  is  prepared,  as  usual,  with 
a  defeasance  of  his  own  act,  and  the  manner  in  which  that 
defeasance  came  to  our  knowledge  is  this.  We  know  no- 
thing of  this  private  afEair,  till  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  answer 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  finding  it  necessary  to  destroy 
the  validity  of  some  of  his  own  acts,  brought  forward  Sir 
John  D'Oyley.  He  was  brought  forward  before  us,  not  asa 
witness  in  his  own  person,  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
but  as  a  narrator  who  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  ai 
a  member  of  that  council,  which,  as  you  have  heard,  drew 
vg  his  defence.    My  lords,  you  have  already  seen  thep 
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Cncy  of  this  buainess,  jou  have  heard  read  the  public  let- 
sent  to  the  Nabob ;  there  you  see  the  oBtensibie  part  of 
^.i,uH  transaction.  Now  hear  the  banyan.  Sir  John  D'Oyiey, 
give  an  aceount  of  hia  part  in  it,  estraeted  from  Mr.  Hast' 
ings's  delence  before  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  I  was  appomted  resident  [at  the  court  of  the  Nabob]  on 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Byam  Martin,  in  the  month  of  Janu* 
ftry,  1780,  and  took  charge  about  the  begmning  of  February 
of  the  same  year.  The  substance  of  the  instructions  I  re- 
ceived was  to  endeavour  by  every  meana  in  my  power  to 
conciliate  the  good  opiuion  and  regard  of  the  Nabob  and  his 
&mily,  that  I  might  be  able  to  persuade  him  to  adopt  effect- 
ual meaaurea  for  the  better  regulation  of  bin  espenses,  which 
were  understood  to  have  greatly  exceeded  his  mcome  ;  that 
I  might  prevent  his  forming  improper  conneiiona,  or  taking 
any  steps  derogatory  to  hia  rank ;  and  by  every  means  in  my 
power  support  his  credit  and  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  various  branches  of  hia  family, 
I  waa  instructed  to  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the  dissen- 
aiona  whicli  had  too  frequently  prevailed  amongst  them.  The 
Nabob  on  hia  part  was  recommended  to  pay  the  same  atten- 
tion to  my  advice  as  he  would  have  done  to  that  of  the 
Governor- G}eneral  in  person.  Some  time,  I  think,  in  the 
month  of  February  of  the  same  year,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Haatinga,  purporting  that  the  critical  situation  of  affairs 
requiring  the  union  and  utmost  exertion  of  every  member  of 
the  government  to  give  vigour  to  the  acts  necessary  for  ith 
relief^  he  had  agreed  to  an  accommodation  with  Mr.  Francis ; 
but  to  effect  this  point  be  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
making  some  painful  sacrifices,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
restoration  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  to  the  ofE.ce  of  naib  sou- 
bah,  a  measure  which  he  knew  must  be  highly  disagreeable 
to  the  Nabob  ;  and  which  nothing  but  the  urgent  necessity 
of  the  case  should  have  led  him  to  acquiesce  in;  that  he  re- 
lied on  me  to  state  all  theae  circumstancea  in  the  most  forci- 
ble manner  to  the  Nabob,  and  to  urge  hia  compliance ;  as- 
suring htm  that  it  ahould  not  continue  longer  than  until  the 
next  advices  were  received  from  the  court  of  directors." 

Here  Mr.  Hastings  himself  leta  us  into  the  secrets  of  his 
government.     He  writes  an  ostensible  letter  to  the  Nabob, 
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declaring  that  what  he  does  ia  in  conformity  to  the  ordera  of 
the  Company,  lie  writes  a  private  lett-er,  in  which  he  directs 
his  agent  to  asBure  the  Nabob  that  what  he  had  done  was 
not  in  compUanee  with  the  orders  of  the  Company,  but  in 
coiiBequence  of  the  arrangement  he  had  made  with  Mr.  Pran- 

'  CIS,  which  arrangement  he  thought  necesaary  for  the  support 
of  hia  own  peraonal  power.  Hia  design,  in  thus  explaining 
the  transaction  to  the  Nahoh,  was  in  order  to  prevent  the 
native  powera  from  lookiDg  to  any  other  authority  than  hia, 
and  from  having  the  least  hopes  of  redreaa  of  their  complainta 
from  the  juatice  of  this  country  or  from  any  legal  power  in 
it.  He  therefore  tells  him,  that  Mahomed  Eeza  Kbfkn  was 
replaced  nut  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Compuiy,  but 
to  gratify  Mr.  rraacis.  If  he  quarrels  with  Mr.  Francia,  he 
inakes  that  a  reason  for  disobeying  the  orders  of  his  masters. 
If  he  agrees  with  him,  he  informs  the  people  concerned  in 
the  transaction  privately,  that  he  acta  not  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  that  he  has  received,  but  from  other  motivea.  But 
that  is  not  all.  He  promises  that  he  will  take  the  first  op- 
portunity to  remove  Mahomed  Eeza  KhSn  Jrom  his  ofEce 
again.  Thus  the  country  is  to  be  replungcd  into  the  same 
distracted  and  ruined  state  in  which  it  was  before.  And  aU 
this  is  laid  open  fully  and  distinctly  before  you.  You  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  Sir  John  D'Oyley 
is  a  person  in  the  secret ;  and  one  man  who  ia  in  the  secret 
is  worth  a  thouaand  ostenaihle  persona. 

Mahomed  Eeza  Khin,  I  muat  now  tell  you,  was  accord- 
inglj  reinstated  in  all  hia  offices,  and  the  Nabob  was  reduced 
to  the  situation,  as  Mr.  Hastings  upon  another  occasion  d^ 
scribes  it,  of  a  mere  cypher.  But  mark  what  followed — mark 
what  this  Sir  John  D'Oyley  is  made  to  tell  you,  or  what 
Mr.  Hastings  teHa  you  for  him ;  for  whether  Sir  John  D'Cy- 

■  ley  has  written  this  for  Mr.  Hastings,  or  Mr.  Hastinga  for 
ijir  John  D'Oyley,  I  do  not  know;  because  they  seem,  as 
somebody  said  of  two  great  friends,  that  they  had  but  one 

,  will,  one  bed,  and  one  hat  between  them.  These  gentlemen 
who  compose  Mr.  Haatinga'a  council  have  but  one  style  of 
writing  among  them  ;  so  that  it  is  impoaaihle  for  you  to  de- 
termine by  which  of  the  masters  of  tliis  Eoman  school  any 
paper  was  written,  whether  by  D'Oyley,  hy  Shore,  or  I^ 
Hastings,  or  any  other  of  them.     They  have  a  style  in  cobok 
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mon  ;  a  kiud  of  bank  upor.  whteL  they  bnye  a  g^;neral  credit ; 
uid  you  cannot  tell  to  wlioae  account  anything  is  to  be  placed. 
But  to  proceed  : — -Sir  John  D'Oyley  says  there,  that  the 
Naboh  is  reduced  again  to  a  cypher.  Now  hear  what  he 
afterwarda  Bays  :^"  About  the  moiith  of  June,  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings,  being  then  at  Moorshedabad,  communieated  to  me 
bis  iutention  of  performing  his  promise  to  the  Nabob,  by 
restoring  him  to  tlie  management  of  his  own  affairs  " — [that 
is  to  say,  by  restoring  Munny  Begum  again,  and  by  turning 
out  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan]. — Tour  lordships  see  that  he  com- 
municated  privately  his  iDtentions  to  Sir  John  D'Ojley,  with- 
jBut  communicating  one  word  of  them  to  his  coUeagnes  in  the 
TOpreme  council ;  and  without  entering  any  minute  in  the 
fecorda  of  the  council,  by  which  it  could  be  known  to  the  di- 
rectors.    Lastly,  in  order  to  show  you  in  what  manner  the 

f  Kabob  was  to  be  restored  to  his  power,  I  refer  your  lordships 
to  the  ordor  he  gave  to  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  for  investigating 
the  Nabob's  accounts,  and  for  drawing  up  articles  of  instruc- 
tions  for  the  Nabob's  conduct  in  the  management  of  his  af- 
iairs.  Tou  wUl  there  see  clearly  how  be  was  restored ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  first 
MuaBulmau  in  that  country  ;  the  man  most  capable  of  admin- 
istering justice,  and  whom  the  Company  had  expressly  or- 
dered to  be  invested  with  that  authority,  and  to  put  him  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  a 
MuBBulraan? — Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  fit  to  be  at  the  head  of 

k'ftach  a  government  ?    What  was  there  that  any  person  could 

■"•ee  about  him,  that  entitled  him  to,  or  made  him  a  fit  person 
o  be  intrusted  with,  this  power,  in  defiance  of  the  Company's 

F^orders  ?  And  yet  Mahomed  Eeza  KhSn,  who  was  to  have 
the  management  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  was  himself  put  under 
the  moat  complete  and  perfect  subjection  to  this  Sir  John 
D'Oyley.   But,  in  fact,  Munny  Begum  had  the  reaJ  influence 

'  in  everything.  Sir  John  D'Oyley  himself  was  only  Mr. 
Hastings's  instrument  there  to  preserve  it,  and  between  them 
they  pillaged  the  Nabob  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  and 
must  have  done  so  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings. — A 

Ctsfi-Ar  written  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Nabob  dis- 
a  the  secret  beyond  all  power  of  evasion. 
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"Instructions  Irom  the  Governor- Gieneral  to  the  Nabob, 
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Mobarick  ul  Dowltth,  reaperting  hia  conduct  in  the  manage- 
meat  of  his  afiairs.^-9tb.  These  I  make  the  coDditionB  of 
the  compliance  which  the  Governor- General  and  council  have 
yielded  to  your  late  requisition  ;  it  is  but  just  that  jon  should 
possess  what  is  your  acknowledged  right,  but  their  intention 
would  be  defeated,  and  you  would  be  in  a  worse  situation,  if 
you  were  to  be  left  a  prey  without  a  guide,  until  you  have 
acquired  eiperience  (which,  to  the  strength  and  goodneaa  of 
your  understanding,  will  be  the  work  but  of  a  short  period], 
to  the  rapacity,  frauds,  and  artificea  of  mankind.  Tou  have 
offered  to  give  up  the  suin  of  four  lacks  of  rupees,  to  be  al- 
lowed the  free  uae  of  the  remainder  of  your  atipend.  This 
we  have  refused,  because  it  would  be  contrary  to  justice.  Tou 
should  consider  this  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  above 
arrangements  which  have  been  recommended  to  you,  and  of 
their  eipediency  to  your  real  interest ;  and  your  attention  to 
them  will  be  a  means  of  reconciling  the  Company  to  the  re- 
solution which  we  have  taken,  and  which  will  be  reported  to 
tbem  in  a  Ught  veir  hurtful  both  to  you  and  to  ua,  if  an  im- 

5 roper  effect  should  attend  it.  These  I  have  ordered  Sir 
ohn  D'Oyley  to  read  in  your  presence,  and  to  explain  them 
to  you,  that  no  part  of  them  may  escape  your  notice ;  and  he 
has  my  positive  orders  to  reraouatrate  to  you  against  every 
departure  from  them.  Upon  all  these  occasions,  I  iiope  and 
expect  that  you  will  give  him  a  particular  and  cordial  atten- 
tion, and  regard  what  he  shall  say  as  if  said  by  myself;  for 
I  know  him  to  be  a  peraon  of  the  strictest  honour  and  inte- 
grity. I  have  a  perfect  reliance  on  him,  and  you  cannot  have 
a  more  attached  or  more  diainterested  counsellor.  Although 
I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently,  yet  as  many  mat- 
ters will  occur  which  cannot  so  easily  be  eiploined  by  letter 
as  by  conversation,  I  desire  that  you  will  oa  such  occasions 
give  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such  points  as  you  may 
desire  to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I,  postponing  every  other 
concern,  will  give  you  an  immediate  and  the  moat  satisfactory 
reply  concerning  them." 

My  lorda,  here  is  a  man  who  is  to  administer  his  own  af- 
fairs ;  who  has  arrived  at  aufficieut  age  to  supersede  the  coun- 
sel and  advice  of  the  great  Mahomedan  doctors  and  the  great 
nobility  of  the  country,  and  he  is  put  under  the  most  abao- 
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lute  guardianahip  of  Sir  Jolm  D'Ojley.  But  Mr.  Hastinga 
has  given  Sir  John  D'Oyley  a  great  character.  I  cannot 
confirm  it,  because  I  can  con&m  tae  character  of  none  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  inatrucnenta.  Ther  muat  atond  forth  here,  and 
defBnd  their  own  character  before  jou. 

Tour  lordahipa  will  now  be  pleased  to  advert  to  another 
circumatance  in  thia  transaction ;  you  see  here  £40,000  a 
year  offered  by  thia  man  for  hia  redemption.  I  will  give 
JOU,  he  says,  £40,000  a  year  to  have  the  management  of  my 
oivn  afGiira,  Good  heavens !  Here  is  a  man  who,  according 
to  Mr.  Haatinge'a  assertion,  had  an  indisputable  right  to  the 
management  of  his  own  affaire,  but  at  the  sarao  time  was 
notonoualy  ao  little  fit  to  have  the  management  of  theni  as 
to  be  always  under  some  corrupt  tyranny  or  other,  offers 
£40,000  a  year  out  of  hia  own  revenues,  to  be  left  his  own 
master,  and  to  be  permitted  to  have  the  dispoaal  of  the  re- 
mainder: judge  you  of  the  bribery,  rapine,  and  peculation 
which  here  stare  you  in  the  face  j — ^judge  of  the  nature  and 
t^ioracter  of  that  government,  for  the  management  of  which 
£40,000  out  of  £160,000  a  year  of  its  revenue  is  offered  by 
ft  subordinate  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  country,  Thia 
offer  shows  that  at  this  time  the  Nabob  had  it  not  himself. 
Who  had  it?  Sir  John  D'Oyley;  he  is  brought  forward  asi 
the  person  to  whom  is  given  the  management  of  the  whole. 
Munny  Begum  had  the  management  before :  but,  whether  it 
be  an  Englishman,  a  Mussulman,  a  white  man,  or  a  blB<.'k 
man,  a  white  woman,  or  a  black  woman,  it  is  all  Warren 
Hastings. 

"With  respect  to  the  four  lacks  of  rupees,  he  gets  Sir  John 
D'Oyley,  in  the  narrative  that  be  makes  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  positively  to  deny,  in  the  strongest  manner,  and 
he  Bays  the  Nabob  would  give  oath  of  it,  that  the  Nabob 
never  gave  a  commission  to  any  one  to  make  such  an  offer. 
That  such  an  offer  was  made  had  been  long  published  and 
long  in  print,  with  the  remarks  such  as  I  have  made  upon  it 
in  the  math  report  of  the  select  committee :  that  the  com- 
mittee had  so  done  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hasting  and  Sir 
John  D'Oyley ;  not  one  word  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
not  one  word  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  was  said  to 
c<Hitradict  it,  until  the  appearance  of  the  latter  before  the 
HouED  of  Commons.     But,  my  lords,  there  is  something 
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mucL  m^re  eerioua  in  this  transaction.  It  is  thia,  that  tho 
erideiioe  produced  by  Mr.  Ilastiuga  is  the  evidence  of  wit- 
nesBBs  who  are  mere  phantflras  ;  they  are  persona  who  could 
not,  wider  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  eat  a  hit  of  bread 
but  upon  his  own,  terma,  acd  they  are  brought  forward  to 
give  such  evidence  as  may  answer  his  purposes. 

Tou  would  naturally  have  imagined,  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  clouds  of  witnesses  had  been  before  pro- 
duced by  the  friends  and  agents  of  Mr,  Haatinga,  he  wouli 
then  have  brought  forward  Sir  John  to  contradict  this  reported 
offer;  but  not  a  word  from  Sir  John  D'Oyley;  at  last  he  is 
examined  before  the  committee  of  managers  ;  he  refuses  to 
answer.  Why  ?  Becauae  hia  anawers  might  criminate  him- 
self. My  lords,  erery  answer  that  moat  of  them  have  beeu 
required  to  malte  they  are  aenaible  they  cannot  mahc  with- 
out danger  of  criminatiag  themselves ;  being  all  involved  in 
the  crimes  of  the  priaoner.  He  has  corrupted  and  ruined 
the  whole  service ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  darea  appear 
and  give  a  fair  and  fuU  answer,  in  any  case,  as  you  have  seen 
in  Mr.  Middleton  and  many  others,  at  your  bar.^ — "  I  mil 
not  answer  this  queation,"  they  say,  "becauae  it  tenda  to 
criminate  myself."  How  comes  it  that  the  Company'a  serv- 
ants are  not  able  to  fpvo  evidence  in  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Haat- 
ings  without  its  tending  to  criminate  themselves  ? 

Well,  Su-  John  D'Oyley  is  in  England;  why  is  he  not 
called  now  ?  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him,  but  he  is  a  man  of  a  reputable  and  honour- 
able family.  Why  ia  he  not  called  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  veriiy 
the  aaaertion,  and  why  do  they  suffer  tliis  black  record  to 
Btand  before  your  lordshipa  to  be  urged  by  us,  and  to  preas 
it  as  we  do  against  him  ?  If  he  knows  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley 
can  acquit  him  of  this  part  of  our  accusation,  he  would  cer- 
tainly bring  him  as  a  witneaa  to  your  bar ;  but  he  knows  he 
cannot.  When,  therefore,  I  see  upon  your  records,  that  Sir 
John  D'Oyley  and  Mr.  Haatings  received  such  an  offer  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Nabob's  affairs  out  of  their  hands,  I 
conclude  hrst,  that  at  the  time  of  this  offer  the  Nabob  had 
not  the  disposal  of  his  own  affairs ;  and  secondly,  that  those 
who  had  the  disposal  of  them  disposed  of  them  so  comiptly 
and  prodigally,  that  he  thought  they  could  hardly  be  re- 
deemed at  too  high  a  price.    What  explanation  of  this  nw^ 
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ter  has  bjet  attempted  ?  There  is  no  eiplanotion  given  of  A 
Kt  all.  It  Btauds  clear,  full,  bare  in  all  its  nakedneEs  before 
you.  They  Lave  not  attempted  to  produce  the  least  evidence 
against  it.  Therefore,  in  that  state  I  leave  it  with  you,  acd 
I  shall  only  add,  that  Mr.  Hastings  continued  to  make  Munny 
Begum  the  first  object  of  his  attention ;  and  that,  though  he 
could  not  entirely  remove  Mahomed  Seza  Kh&n  from  the 
Beat  of  justice,  he  waa  made  a  cypher  in  it.  AJl  his  other 
oSces  were  taken  out  of  his  hands  and  put  into  the  handa  of 
Sir  JohnD'Oyley,  directly  contrary  to  the  ordersof  the  Com- 
pany, which  certainly  implied  the  restitution  of  Mahomed 
Beza  Khin  to  all  the  officea  which  he  had  before  held.  He 
was  stripped  of  everything  but  a  feeble  administration  of 
justice,  which,  I  take  for  granted,  could  not,  under  the  cir- 
oumatances,  have  been  much  better  in  his  handa  than  it  had 
been  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan's. 

Itfr.  Hftatings'a  protection  of  this  woman  continued  to  the 
last ;  and  when  he  was  going  away,  on  the  third  of  November, 
1783,  he  wrote  a  aentimental  letter  to  the  court  of  direetora 
in  her  praise.  Thia  letter  was  transmitted  without  having 
been  communicated  to  the  council.  Tou  have  heard  of  deli- 
cate affidavits ;  here  you  have  a  sentimental  official  despatch. 
Tour  lordships  wiU  find  it  in  page  1092  and  1093  of  your 
printed  minutea.  He  writes  in  such  a  delicate,  sentimental 
strain  of  thia  woman,  that  I  will  venture  to  aay  you  will  not 
find  in  all  the  Arcadia,  in  all  the  novels  and  romances  that 
ever  were  published,  an  inatance  of  a  greater,  a  more  con- 
stant, and  more  ardent  affection,  defying  time,  ugliness,  and 
old  age,  did  ever  exist,  than  existed  in  Mr.  Haatinga  towards 
this  old  woman,  Munny  Begum.  As  cases  of  this  kiud,  cases 
of  gallantry  abounding  in  sentimental  expresaiona,  are  rare  in 
the  Coiopany'a  records,  I  recommend  it  as  a  curiosity  to  your 
lordahipa'  reading,  as  well  as  a  proof  of  what  is  the  great 
Bpring  and  movement  of  ail  the  prisoner's  actions.  On  this 
occaaion  he  thua  speaks  of  Munny  Begum. 

"  She  too  became  the  victim  of  your  policy,  and  of  the 
tegentments  which  succeeded.  Something  too  she  owed  of 
the  source  of  her  misfortunes  to  the  belief  of  the  personal 
gratitude  which  ahe  might  entertain  for  the  public  attention 
vhicb  I  had  shown  to  her  j  yet  exposud  as  she  was  to  a 
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treatment  which  a  ruflian  would  have  shuddered  at  ( 
mitting,  and  which  no  recollection  of  past  enmities  shall 
compel  me  to  believe,  even  for  a  moment,  proceeded  from 
any  commission  of  authority,  she  stiil  maintained  the  deco- 
rum of  her  character ;  nor  even  then,  nor  before,  nor  since 
that  period,  has  the  moUce  of  calitmnj  ever  dared  to  breathe 
ott  her  reputation." 

Delicate!  sentimental! — "Pardon,  honourable  sire,  this 
freedom  of  expostulation  ;  I  must  iu  honest  truth  repeat,  that 
your  commands  laid  the  first  foundation  of  her  misfortunes ; 
to  your  equity  she  has  now  recourse  through  me  for  their 
slleviation,  that  she  may  pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  a 
gtate  which  may  at  least  efiace  the  remembrance  of  tfae  yeara 
of  her  affliction  ;  and  to  your  humanity  she  and  on  unseen 
multitude  of  the  most  helpless  of  her  sex  cry  for  aubsiat- 


of  this  letter  to  your  lordships'  consideration,  as  a  mode 
pattern  of  perfection.  Observe  his  pity  for  a  woman  wno 
had  iuffered  such  treatment  from  the  Hcrvanta  of  the  Com- 
pany (a  parcel  of  ruffians) — treatment  that  a  ruffian  would  be 
ashamed  of !  Tour  lordships  have  seen,  in  the  evidence, 
what  this  ruffianism  was.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  at  the  accounts,  which 
she  concealed,  as  his  own  corrupt  transactions.  She  was 
told,  indeed,  that  she  must  privately  remove  to  another  house, 
whilst  her  papers  were  examining.  Mr.  Hastings  can  never 
forget  this.  He  cannot  believe  that  anybody  dare  send  such 
an  order,  and  he  calls  upon  you  to  consider  the  helplessness 
of  their  sex,  and  the  affronts  offered  to  women. 

For  Heaven's  sake,  my  lords,  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  creatures  treated  the  Begums  of  Oude, 
and  consider  that  this  woman  was  only  threatened  (for  the 
threat  was  never  attempted  to  be  executed)  that  she  must, 
if  she  did  not  deliver  up  the  accounts,  probably  be  removed 
to  another  house,  and  leave  the  accounts  behind  her.  This 
blot  can  never  he  effaced ;  and  for  this  he  desires  the  court 
of  directors  to  make  her  a  large  allowance  t«  comfort  her  in 
her  old  age.  In  this  situation  Mr.  Hastings  leares  her.  He 
iemrea  in  the  situation  I  have  described  the  justice  *d  \\m 
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I'WiiTitTy  The  only  coucem  he  haa  at  parting  is,  that  this 
■woman  may  have  a  large  allowance. 
But  J  liaye  yet  to  tell  your  lordshipa,  and  it  appears  upon 
your  printed  minutes,  that  this  woman  had  a  way  of  comfort- 
ing herself: — for  old  ladies  of  that  description,  who  have 
fiassed  their  youth  in  amusementa,  in  dancing,  and  in  gal- 
antries,  in  their  old  age  are  apt  to  take  comfort  in  brandy. 
This  lady  was  a  smuggler,  and  had  influence  enough  to  avoid 

Eayment  of  the  duty  on  epirita,  in  which  article  ehe  is  the 
iigest  dealer  in  the  district ;  as  indeed  she  is  in  almost  every 
apeciea  of  trade.  Thua  your  lordahips  see  that  this  senti- 
mental lady,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  to  the  direct- 
ors, had  ways  of  comforting  herself.  She  carried  on,  notwith- 
standing her  dignity,  a  trade  in  spirits.  Kow  a  Mahomedan 
of  distinction  never  carries  on  any  trade  at  all ;  it  is  an  un- 
known thing ;  very  few  Mahomedans  of  any  rank  carry  on 
any  trade  at  aU ;  but  that  a  Mahomedan  should  carry  on  a 
trade  in  spirits  ie  a  prodigy  never  heard  of  before  ;  for  a  wo- 
man of  quality,  for  a  woman  of  sentiment,  to  become  a  dealer 
in  spirits,  is,  my  lords,  a  thing  reserved  for  the  sentimental 
age  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  man 
or  woman  could  attempt  any  auch  a  trade  in  India  without 

»  being  diefaonoured,  ruined  in  character,  and  disgraced  by  it. 
I  But  she  appears  not  only  to  have  been  a  dealer  in  it,  but, 
through  the  influence  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  her,  to  have 
monopolized  the  trade  in  brandy,  and  to  have  evaded  the 
duties.  This  then  ia  the  state  in  which  we  leave  the  two 
sentimental  lovers,  the  one  consoling  herself  with  brandy, 
the  other  wheedling  and  whining ;  and,  as  Swift  describes 
the  progress  of  an  intrigue  in  some  respects  similar,  which 

the  calls  the  progress  of  love,  whereas  this  is  the  progress  of 
"wmtiment. 


"  They  keep  at  Slaince  tie  Old  Blue  B 
Are  cat  and  dog,  and  rogue  and  nhor 


Here  they  set  up  the  sign  of  the  Old  Blue  Boar.  Munny 
Begum  moQOpolizea  the  trade  in  spirits  ;  and  hence  she  and 
Mr.  Hastings  commence  their  sentimental  correspondence. 
And  now  having  done  with  this  progreas  of  love,  we  return 
to  the  progress  of  juatice. 

"We  have  seen  how  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khkn,  the  chief  justice 
iif  Mr.  Hastings's  own  nomination,  was  treated.     Now  you 
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shall  Bee  how  justice  wtu  left  to  shift  for  heraelf  under  Mi^ 
homed  Heza  Khan.   lu  piige  1280  of  your  lordahips'  minutei, 

S>u  will  see  the  projiresa  of  all  these  enormities,  of  Munny 
egum's  deftling  in  spirits,  of  her  engrossing  tlie  trade,  of 
her  evading  dutiee,  aud  lastly,  the  extinction  of  all  order  in 
that  country  aud  the  funeral  of  justice  itself.  Mr.  Shore's 
evidence  respecting  this  state  of  the  country  will  admit  of 
no  doubt. 

Mr.  Shore's  remarks  accompanying  the  Governor-General' » 
mini(te»  of  the  18(A  jWoy,  1785.^"  Fouzddrry  juriadiction. 
— Of  the  fouzdarry  jurisdiction  nothing  has  yet  been  eaid. 
In  this  department  criminal  justice  is  administered,  and  it  is 
the  only  office  kit  to  the  Nabob.  I  do  not  see  any  particular 
reason  for  changing  the  system  itself,  and  perliaps  it  would 
on  many  accounts  be  improper  ;  but  some  regulations  are 
highly  necessary.  Mahomed  £eza  is  at  the  head  of  this  de- 
partment, and  is  the  only  person  I  know  in  the  country  quali- 
fied for  it.  If  he  were  left  to  himself,  I  have  not  a  doubt 
but  he  would  conduct  it  well ;  but  he  is  ao  circumscribed  by 
recommendations  of  particular  persons,  and  by  the  protection 
held  out  to  hia  officers  by  Europeans,  that  to  my  knowledge 
he  has  not  been  able  to  punish  them,  even  when  they  have 
been  convicted  of  the  greatest  enormities  ;  and  he  baa  often 
on  this  account  been  blamed,  where  his  hands  were  tied  up." 

My  lords,  you  now  see  in  this  minute  of  Sir  John  ShorCj 
now  Governor- General  of  Bengal,  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
committee  for  drawing  up  his  defence,  the  review  which  he 
had  just  then  taken  of  the  ruins  of  the  government,  which 
had  been  left  to  hiin  by  Mr.  Hastings.  Tou  see  here  not  the 
little,  naltry  things  which  might  deserve  in  their  cauaea  the 
animaoversiou  of  a  rough  satirist,  like  Doctor  Swift,  whom  I 
have  just  quoted  ;  but  you  see  things  ten  thousand  times 
more  serious ;  things  that  deserve  the  thunderbolt  of  vindie- 
tive  justice  upon  the  head  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  For 
TOU  see  that  after  he  had  ostensibly  restored  Mahomed  Beta 
KhSn,  the  man  who  could  and  would  have  executed  his  of- 
fice with  fidelity  aud  eflect,  the  man  who  was  fit  for  and 
disposed  to  do  his  di-ty,  there  was  stDl  neither  law,  order, 
nor  justice  in  the  country.  Why  ?  Because  of  the  interpo- 
sidoQ  c^  Europeans,  and  men  who  must  have  been  patronized 
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^Bd  supported  by  Eiiropenns.  All  this  happened  hefore  Mr, 
HlHtlngs'B  departure  ;  bo  that  the  whole  effect  of  the  new 
Bmngement  of  government  was  kiiown  to  him  before  he  left 
Calcutta.  The  same  pretended  remedy  was  applied.  But 
in  fact  he  left  thia  woman  in  the  full  poasesaion  of  her  power. 
Hia  laat  thoughts  were  for  ber ;  for  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the  people  of  Bengal,  he 
t/)ok  no  kind  of  care  ;  these  weat  interests  were  left  to  the 
mercy  of  the  woman  and  her  European  aasociateB. 

My  lords,  I  have  taken  some  pains  in  giving  you  this  his- 
tory. I  have  shown  you  his  open  acts  and  secret  stratagems, 
in  direct  rebellion  to  the  court  of  directora  ;  hia  double  go- 
vernment, bia  false  pretences  of  restorinz  the  ^Nabob's  inde- 
pendence, leading  in  effect  to  a  most  servile  dependence,  even 
to  the  prohibition  of  the  approach  of  any  one,  native  or  Eu- 
ropean, near  him,  hut  through  the  intervention  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley.— I  therefore  again  repeat  it,  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley, 
and  the  English  gentlemep  who  were  patronized  and  counte- 
nanced by  Mr.  Hastings,  had  wrought  all  that  havoc  in  the 
country  before  Mr,  Hastings  left  it. 

I  have  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  administration  of  jus- 
'ice,  because  I  consider  it  aa  the  source  of  all  good,  and  the 
mal-ad ministration  of  it  as  the  source  of  all  evil  in  the  coun- 
try. Tour  lordships  have  heard  how  it  was  totally  destroyed 
ty  Mr.  Hastings  through  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  who  was  sent 
tiere  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  clandestine  go- 
emmeut  of  corruption  and  peculation.  This  part  of  our 
;harge  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  shall  dismiss  it  with  a  single 
observation ;  that  not  the  least  trace  of  an  account  of  a!. 
these  vast  Bums  of  money,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley  for  the  use  of  the  Nabob,  appears  in  any  part  of  the 
Company'ti  records.  The  undeniable  inferences  to  be  drawn 
fi'om  thia  fact  are,  first,  that  wherever  we  find  concealment  of 


md  the  ceasing  of  an  account,  there  has  been  fraud 


money 

— and  secondly,  that  it'  we  find  this  concealment 

panied  with  the  devastation  of  a  country  and  the  extinction 

of  justice  in  it,  that  devastation  of  the  country  and  that 

eitinction  of  justice  have  been  the  result  of  that  fraudulent 

peculation. 

T  am  sure  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  a  charge 
tbe  aimihilatiou  of  administrative  Justice,  in  which  the  hap* 
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pineaB  uid  prosperitj  of  a  great  body  of  nobility,  of  numer- 
003,  aacieut,  and  reapectalilt!  famOiee,  and  of  the  iubabit- 
anta  in  general  of  eitenaive  and  populous  provinces,  are 
concerned,  can,  if  it  etood  single  and  alone,  be  a  matter  ot 
trifling  moment.  And  in  favour  of  whom  do  all  these  sacri- 
ficea  appear  to  have  been  made  P  In  favour  of  an  old  prosti- 
tute, who,  if  shown  to  your  lordahipH  here,  like  Helen  to  the 
coiinsellora  of  Troy,  would  not,  I  tbink,  be  admitted  to  have 
cbarmB  that  could  palliate  this  man's  abominable  conduct ; 
you  would  not  cry  out  with  them — 

Toij  fa/ift  yufouci  iraXav  xpivot'  oXym  iraaxtiv." 

For  I  win  fairly  say,  that  there  are  some  paBsiona  that  hace 
their  excuses ;  out  the  pasaioik  towards  this  woman  was  the 

[laaaion  of  avarice  and  rapacity  only, — a  passion  indeed  which 
asted  to  the  end  of  liia  government,  and  tor  which  he  defied 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  rebelled  against  his  mas- 
ters, and  linally  aubverted  the  justice  of  a  great  country. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  this  buBineas.  I  come  nest 
to  the  third  division  of  the  natives,  those  who  form  the  land- 
ed interest  of  the  countrj'.  A  few  words  only  will  be  ne- 
cessary  upon  this  part  of  the  aubject.     The  fact  is,  that  Mr. 


Hastings,  at  one  stroke,  put  up  the  property  of  all  the  no- 
'  'lity  and  gentry,  and  of  all  the  freeholders — in  abort,  the 
lole  landed  interests  of  Bengal,  to  a  public  auction,  and  let 


it  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  will  make  no  observations  upon 
the  nature  of  this  meaaure  to  your  lordships,  who  represent 
BO  large  a  part  of  the  dignity,  together  with  so  large  a  part  of 
the  landed  interest  of  this  kingdom  ;  though  I  think  that, 
even  under  your  lordships'  restrictive  order,  I  am  entitled  ao 
to  do  ;  because  we  have  examined  some  witnesses  upon  this 
point,  in  the  revenue  charge.  Suffice  it  t«  say,  that  it  is  in 
evidence  before  your  lordships  that  this  sale  was  ordered. 
Mr.  HastingB  does  not  deny  it.  He  aaya,  indeed,  he  did  it, 
not  with  an  iU  intention.  My  answer  is,  that  it  could  have 
been  done  with  no  other  than  a  bad  intention.  The  owners 
of  the  land  had  no  way  left  to  save  themselves  but  to  be- 
come farmers  of  their  own  estates,  and  from  the  competition 
«liich  naturally  took  ptaoe,  and  he  himself  declared,  th^t 


tod  perBona,  whether  ownera  or  strangerB,  to  wliom  he  let 
the  lands,  had  agreed  to  rente  which  aurpaBsed  their  abilities 
to  pay.  I  need  not  tell  you  what  must  naTC  been  tbe  conae- 
quence,  when  it  got  into  auch  rapaeioiia  handa,  and  waa  taken 
out  of  the  handa  of  its  natural  proprietora  ;  that  the  public 
revenue  had  sunk  and  lost  by  it ;  and  that  the  couotry  waa 
wasted  and  deetroyed.  I  leave  it  to  your  lordahipa'  own 
meditation  and  reflection ;  and  I  shall  not  press  it  one  step 
further,  than  juat  to  remind  you  of  what  has  been  ao  well 
opened  and  preased  by  my  fellow-managers.  He,  Mr.  Haat- 
inga,  confesaes  that  he  let  the  lands  to  hii  own  banyans  ;  he 
took  hia  own  domestic  servants  and  put  them  in  the  houaea 
of  the  nobility  of  tlie  country ;  and  this  he  did  in  direct 
violation  of  an  eipress  order  made  by  himself,  that  no  banyan 
of  a  collector  (the  spirit  of  which  order  implied  ten  thousand 
times  more  strongly  the  escluaion  of  any  banyans  of  a  Go- 
vernor-General) should  have  any  one  of  those  larma.  We  also 
find  that  he  made  a  regulation  that  no  farmers  should  rent 
more  than  a  lack  of  rupees ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  Wnd 
his  banyans  holding  several  farms  to  more  than  that  amount. 
In  short,  we  find  that  in  every  instance  where,  under  some 
plausible  pretence  or  other,  the  fiied  regulations  are  violated, 
it  touches  him  ao  closely  as  to  make  it  absolutely  impossible 
not  to  suppose  that  he  himself  had  the  advantage  of  it. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  you  have  proof  that  he  does  take 
bribes,  and  that  he  has  corrupt  dealings.  This  is  what  he 
admita;  but  he  says  that  he  has  done  it  Jrom  public-spirited 
motives.  Now  there  is  a  rule  formed  upon  a  just,  solid  pre- 
aumption  of  law,  that  if  you  find  s  man  guilty  of  one 
offence  contrary  to  known  law,  whenever  there  is  a  suspici- 
ous case  against  him  of  the  same  nature,  the  emtts  prohandi 
that  he  is  not  guilty  is  turned  upon  him.  Therefore,  when 
I  find  the  regulations  broken,  when  I  find  farms  given  of 
more  than  a  lack  of  rupees,  when  I  find  them  given  to  the 
Governor -General's  own  banyan,  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
the  regulation — contrary,  I  say,  in  the  strongest  way  to  it ; 
when  I  find  that  he  accumulates  farms  beyond  the  regulated 
number;  when  I  find  aU  these  things  done,  and  heaidea  that 
the  banyan  has  great  balances  of  account  against  him,  then, 
by  the  presumption  of  law,  I  a 
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It  b  possible  Mr.  Haatings  might  really  be  in  love  with 
Miumy  Begum  ;  be  it  so — many  great  men  have  played  the 
fool  for  prostituteB,  from  Mark  Antony's  days  downward! , 
but  Qo  man  ever  fell  in  love  with  his  own  banyan.  The  per- 
sons for  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  guilty  of  all  this  rapine  and 
oppression  have  neither  rslationa  nor  kindred  whom  they 
own ;  nor  does  any  trace  of  friendship  eiist  among  them ; 
they  do  not  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  any  one ;  they 
are  good  fellows  and  bottle  companions. 

I  must  now  proceed  to  observe  upon  another  matter  which 
has  been  stated  to  your  lordships — namely,  that  aa  soon  as  he 
obt-ained  the  majority  in  the  council  (that  beginning  of  all 
evila,  that  opening  of  Pandora's  box)  by  the  death  of  Glene- 
ral  Claveriug  and  Colonel  Monson,  the  ilrst  thing  he  did  was 
to  appoint  a  commission,  culled  an  aumeeny,  to  go  through 
the  wnole  country,  to  enter  every  man's  house,  to  examine 
his  title  deeds,  and  to  demand  his  papers  of  accounts  of  every 
kind,  for  the  pui-pose  of  enabling  himself  to  take  advantage 
of  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  thua 
to  ravage  and  destroy  all  their  property. 

And  whom  does  he  place  at  the  head  of  this  commission 
to  he  the  manager  of  the  whole  aft'air  ?  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
another  banyan  of  his,  and  one  of  his  own  domestic  servants. 
This  we  have  discovered  lately,  and  not  without  some  sur- 

ErisB  ;  for  though  I  knew  he  kept  a  rogu.e  in  his  house,  yet 
did  not  think  that  it  was  a  common  receptacle  of  thieves 
and  robbers. — I  did  not  know  till  lately,  that  this  Qunga 
G-ovin  Sing  was  his  domestic  servant;  but  Mr.  Hastings,  lu 
a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  calls  him  his  faithful  do- 
mestic servant,  and  as  such  calls  upon  the  Company  to  reward 
him.  To  this  banyan  all  the  Company's  servants  are  made 
Bubject ;  they  are  bound  to  obey  all  hia  orders,  and  those  of 
his  committee.  I  hope  I  need  not  teil  your  lordships  what 
sort  of  stuff  this  committee  was  made  of,  by  which  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was  enabled  to  ravage  the  whole  country.  But, 
aay  his  counsel,  Mr.  Hastings  thought  that  the  value  of  the 
lands  was  thoroughly  known ;  they  had  been  investigated 
three  times  over,  and  they  were  all  let  by  public  auction  to 
the  highest  bidder.  This  may  or  may  not  be  a  true  test  of 
their  value:  but  it  is  a  test  which,  as  it  led  to  the  almost 
B  oonfiacatiou  of  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal,  B^w^ 
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■nd  Orijsa,  three  great  kingdoms,  by  a  dash  of  that  roan's 
pen,  into  the  hands  of  his  bauynns  and  creatures,  I  can  never 
think  of  it,  or  of  its  author,  without  horror. 

Home  people  say  yon  ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  love 
the  criminal.  No ;  that  is  the  language  of  false  morality ;  you 
ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  the  criminal,  if  the  crime  is  of 
magnitude.  If  the  crime  is  a  amaU  one,  then  you  ought  to 
be  angry  with  the  crime  and  reluctant  to  punish  the  criminal ; 
bnt  when  there  are  great  crimes,  then  you  may  hate  them 
together.  What!  am  I  to  love  Nero?  To  M  in  lovo 
with  Heiiogahalus  ?  Is  Domitian  to  be  the  subject  of  my 
affection  ?  No ;  we  hate  the  crime,  and  we  hate  the  criming 
ten  times  more ;  and  if  I  use  iudiguant  language,  if  I  use 
the  language  of  scorn  and  horror  with  respect  to  the  criminal, 
J  uae  the  language  that  becomes  me. 

But,  says  one  of  tlie  counse!,  the  Company  might  poaaeas 
knowledge  of  the  country  in  general,  but  they  could  not 
low  every  beegah  of  it  (about  the  third  part  of  an  acre  of 
land)  without  such  a  commission.  That  ia  to  say,  you 
could  not  squeeze  everything  out  of  the  people  without 
ordering  such  a  villain  aa  &nuga  Govin  Sing  (I  call  things 
by  their  names),  that  most  atrocious  and  wicked  instru- 
ment of  the  moat  atrocious  and  wicked  tyranny,  to  eiamine 
every  man's  papers — to  oblige  every  man  to  produce  bis 
titles  and  accounts  upon  pain  of  criminal  punishment,  to  be 
iniiicted  at  the  discretion  of  this  commissioner,  this  Q-unga 
GkiTin  Sing.  For  an  account  of  these  acts,  and  for  a  de- 
scription of  an  aumeeny,  I  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evi- 
dence in  your  minutes,  from  page  1287  to  1301,  and  I  pass 
on,  eipressing  only  my  horror  and  detestation  at  it,  and 
wishing  to  kindle  m  your  lordships'  minds  the  same  horror 
and  detestation  of  it. 

Thus  you  see  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  not  satisfied  with 
confiscation  only.  He  comea  just  afterwards  with  a  blister 
upon  the  sore.  He  lets  loose  another  set  of  ravagers  and  in- 
quisitors upon  them,  under  &unga  Govin  Sing,  and  these  poor 
people  are  ravaged  by  the  whole  tribe  of  Calcutta  banyans. 

Mr.  Hastmgs  haa  himself  defined  an  aumeen  in  page  1022, 
where  he  states  that  Nundcomar  desired  him  to  make  his  son 
an  atimeen,  "  The  promise  which  he  (Nundcomar)  says  I 
nude  him,  that  he  sbould  be  constituted  aumeen,  that  ia, 
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inquJBitor-gp&eral  over  the  wbole  couutir,  and  ttutt  I  vonld 
delf^gate  to  him  mv  whole  power  and  influence,  is  something 
more  than  a  negative  ikisehood."  He  justly  and  naturally 
Teprobatea  the  proposition  of  appointing  an  inquisitor-general 
over  the  whole  country ;  and  yet  we  see  him  afterwards  ap- 
pointing Ounga  Govin  Sing  such  an  inquiaitor-general  over 
tlie  whole  country,  in  order  that  a  beegan  of  land  should  not 
escape  him. 

Let  U3  see  how  all  this  ended,  and  what  it  is  that  le^ds  me 
uirecTiy  io  the  presumption  of  corruption  against  him  in  this 
wicked  aumeent/  scheme.  Now  1  will  admit  the  whole 
scheme  to  have  been  well  intended ;  I  will  forgive  the  let- 
ling  all  the  lands  of  Bengal  by  public  auction ;  I  will  forgire 
all  be  has  done  with  regard  to  his  banyans;  I  shall  forgive 
hiiH  even  this  commission  itself,  if  he  will  show  your  lord- 
ships that  there  was  the  smallest  use  made  of  it  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  the  revenues  of  the  Company.  If  there 
was  not,  then  there  is  obviously  one  use  only  that  could  be 
Fjiade  of  it,  namely,  to  put  all  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
iry  under  obedience  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  What  then  was 
done?  Titles  and  accounts  were  exacted  j  the  estimate  was 
made,  acre  by  acre ;  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  one 
word  on  their  records  of  any  return  that  was  made  to  the 
Company  of  this  investigation,  or  of  any  settlement  or  assess- 
ment of  the  country  founded  npon  it,  or  of  any  regulation 
that  was  established  upon  it.  Tlicrefore,  as  an  honest  man, 
and  as  a  man  who  is  standing  here  for  the  Commons  of  Qreat 
Britain,  I  must  not  give  way  to  any  idle  doubts  and  ridiculous 
suppositions.  1  cannot,  I  say,  entertain  any  doubts,  that  the 
only  purpose  it  was  designed  to  answer  was  to  subject  the 
whole  landed  interest  of  the  country  to  the  cruel  inquisition  of 
Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  to  the  cruel  purposes  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings. Show  me  another  purpose,  and  I  will  give  up  the  ar- 
gument ;  for  if  there  are  two  ways  of  accounting  for  the  same 
act,  it  is  possible  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  better  motive; 
but  when  we  see  that  a  bad  thing  was  done  under  pretence 
of  some  good,  we  must  attach  a  bad  motive  to  it  if  the  pre- 
tence be  never  fulfilled, 

I  have  now  done  with  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal.  I 
liave  omitted  much  which  might  have  been  pressed  upon 

nr  brdihips,  not  &om  any  indtspositiDa  to  remark  i^ob 
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tlie  matter  more  fully,  but  because  it  baa  been  done  already 
by  abler  persons.  I  only  wished  to  make  some  practical  in- 
fcrences,  which,  perhaps,  in  the  hurry  of  my  brother  managers 
migbt  possibly  have  escaped  tbem ;  I  wished  to  show  you 
&tB.t  one  system  of  known  or  justly  presumed  corruption 
pervades  the  whole  of  this  business,  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  native  landed  interest, 
and  the  native  zemindars  or  landholders  of  the  country,  1 

M  to  the  Eaglish  government. 

My  lords,  when  we  have  shown  plainly  the  utter  extinc- 
tion of  the  native  Mahomedan  government ;  when  we  have 
flhown  the  extinction  of  the  native  landed  interest ;  what 
hope  can  there  be  for  that  afflicted  country  but  in  the  servants 
of  the  Company?  When  we  have  shown  the  corrupt  state 
of  that  service,  what  hope  but  for  the  court  of  directors  ? 
\Vhat  hope  but  in  the  superintending  control  of  British  tribu- 
nala  ?  I  think  aa  well  of  the  body  of  my  countrymen  aa 
any  man  can  do.  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  sent  out  to 
India  is  sent  with  an  iU  purpose,  or  goes  out  with  bad  diapo- 
Bitions.  No.  I  think  the  young  men  who  go  there  are  fair 
and  faithful  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  aame  age ; 
nncomipted,  but  corruptible  from  their  age,  as  we  all  are. 
They  are  sent  there  young.  There  is  but  one  thine  held  out 
to  them — You  are  going  to  make  your  fortune.  The  Com- 
pany's service  is  to  be  the  restoration  of  decayed  noble 
nmiliea  ;  it  is  to  be  the  renovation  of  old  and  the  making  of 
i^ew  ones.  Now  when  such  a  set  of  young  men  are  sent 
out  with  these  hopes  and  views,  and  with  little  education  or 
9  very  imperfect  one ;  when  these  people,  from  whatever 
l^ank  of  life  aelected,—  many  from  the  best,  most  from  the 
middling,  very  few  from  the  lowest, — but  high,  middling, 
or  low,  they  are  sent  out  to  make  two  things  coincide,  which 
the  wit  of  man  was  never  able  to  unite — to  make  their  for- 
tune and  form  their  education,  at  once.  What  is  the  educa- 
tion of  the  generality  of  the  world  ?  Beading  a  parcel  of 
books  p  No.  Eestraint  of  discipline,  emulation,  eiamples 
tft  virtues  and  of  justice,  form  the  education  of  the  world. 
If  the  Company's  aervants  have  not  that  education,  and  are 
left  to  give  loose  to  their  natural  passions,  some  would  be 
oorrupt  of  course,  and  some  would  be  uncorrupt ;  but  pro- 
bably the  majority  of  them  would  be  inclined  to  purane  n 
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derate  courses  between  theae  two.  Now  I  Rm  to  show  jon 
tliat  Mr.  Hftstinga  left  these  servaTitsbut  this  alternative — be 
etaired ;  be  depressed  j  be  ruined ;  disappoint  the  hopes  of 
your  fa,iniliea ;  or  be  my  slaves ;  be  ready  to  be  Bubservient 
to  me  ID  every  iniquity  I  ehall  order  you  to  commit,  and  to 
conceal  everything  I  ahajl  wish  you  to  conceal.  This  was 
the  state  of  the  service  [  therefore  the  Commons  did  well  and 
wisely  when  they  sent  ua  here  not  to  attack  thia  or  that 
Hervaat  who  may  have  peculated,  but  to  punish  the  man 
who  was  sent  to  reform  abuses,  and  to  make  Bengal  fumiah 
to  the  world  a  brilliant  example  of  British  justice.  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  state  briefly  the  abuses  of  the  Company's 
government ;  to  show  you  what  Mr.  Hastings  was  expected 
to  do  for  their  reformation,  and  wiiat  he  actually  did  do  ;  I 
shall  then  show  your  lordships  the  effects  of  the  whole. 

I  shall  begin  by  reading  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from 
the  directors'  letter  to  Bengal,  of  the  7th  April,  1773 : — 
"  We  wish  we  could  refute  the  observation,  that  almost  ever^ 
attempt  made  by  ua  and  our  administrations  at  your  presi- 
dency for  the  reforming  of  abuses  baa  rather  increased  them, 
and  added  to  the  miaenes  of  the  country  we  are  ansious  to 
protect  and  cherish.  The  truth  of  this  observation  appears 
fully  in  the  late  appointment  of  supervisors  and  chiefs — in- 
stituted as  they  were  to  give  relief  to  the  industrious  tenants, 
to  improve  and  enlargeour  investments,  to  destroy  monopolies, 
and  retrench  espeusea,  the  end  has  by  no  means  been  an- 
swerable to  the  institution.  Are  not  the  tenants  more  than 
ever  oppressed  and  wretched  ?  Are  our  investments  im- 
proved ?  Have  not  the  raw  silk  and  cocoons  been  raised  up- 
on ua  fifty  per  cent,  in  price  ?  We  can  hardly  say  what  has 
not  been  made  a  monopoly ;  and  as  to  the  eipenses  of  your 
presidency,  they  are  at  leagth  settled  to  a  degree  we  are  no 
longer  able  to  support.  These  facts  (for  such  they  are) 
should  have  been  stated  to  ua  an  capital  reasons  why  neither 
our  orders  of  1771,  nor  indeed  any  regulations  whatever, 
could  be  carried  into  esecution.  But,  perhaps,  as  this  would 
have  proved  too  much,  it  was  not  suggested  to  us ;  for  no« 
thing  could  more'plainly  indicate  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  that 
there  was  no  government  esisting  in  our  servants  at  Bengal 

"  And  therefore  when  oppreaaion  pervades  the  whole  couQ' 
tTf,  when  youths  have  been  suffered  with  impunity  to  obos 
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ciBC  Bovereign  juris  diction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 
rapid  fortimea  by  mooopoliziiig  of  commerce,  it  cannot  be  a 
wonder  to  ue  or  yourselves  that  dadney  mercliants  do  not 
come  forward  to  contract  with  the  Company,  that  tlie  manu- 
fectureB  find  their  way  through  foreign  channels,  or  that  our 
inveatmentB  are  at  once  enormously  dear  and  of  a  debased 
quality. 

"  It  is  evident  then  that  the  evila  which  have  been  so  de- 
structive to  UB  lie  too  deep  for  any  partial  plans  to  reach  or 
correct ;  it  is  therefore  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of 
those  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reason  to  believe 
that  in  every  just  aad  necessary  regulation  we  shall  meet 
with  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  legislature,  who 
consider  the  public  as  materially  interested  in  the  Company's 
prosperity. 

"  In  order  to  effectuate  this  great  end,  the  first  step  must 
be  to  restore  perfect  obedience  and  due  subordination  to  youp 
administration.  Our  Governor  and  council  must  reasaume 
and  exercise  their  delegated  powera  upon  every  juat  occasion ; 
punish  delinquents,  cherish  the  meritorious,  discouutennnce 
that  luiury  and  dissipation  which  to  the  reproach  of  govern- 
ment prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  president,  Mr.  HastiugB,  we 
trust  will  aet  the  example  of  temperance,  economy,  and  ap- 
plication ;  and  upon  this  we  are  sensible  much  will  depend. 
And  here  we  take  occasion  to  indulge  the  pleasure  we  have 
in  acknowledging  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  of 
Ghoromandel,  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  and  ability 
the  plan  which  has  so  much  improved  our  investments  there ; 
and  as  we  are  persuaded  he  wili  persevere  in  the  same  laud- 
able pursuit  through  every  branch  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal, 
he  in  return  may  depend  on  the  steady  support  and  favour 
of  bis  employers. 

"  Tour  settlement  being  thus  put  into  a  train  of  reform 
(without  which  indeed  all  regulationa  will  prove  ineffectual), 
you  are  next  to  revert  to  the  old  system,  when  the  bnainess 
of  your  presidency  was  principally  performed  by  our  own 
servants,  who  then  had  knowledge  of  our  investments,  and 
every  other  department  of  our  concerns  ;  you  will  therefore 
fill  the  several  offices  with  the  factors  and  writers  upou  your 
establishment ;  for  with  our  preaent  appointments  we  are 
usured  there  will  be  Bufficlent  for  this  purpoae ;  and  thua 
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you  will  baniah  idleneee,  aud  its  atteudantB,  esiravagancfl  and 
diaBipatioQ.  And  here  we  enjoin  you  to  tranHmit  to  lU  ft 
faithful  and  minute  state  of  the  pay  and  every  known  emolu- 
ment  of  all  below  council ;  for  as  it  is  notorious  that  even 
youthe  in  our  eerrice  expend  in  equipage,  servauta,  dress,  and 
liring,  infinitely  more  than  our  etattid  allowances  can  afibrd, 
we  cannot  but  be  ansious  to  discover  the  means  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  proceed  in  this  manner.  And  indeed  so 
Dbooxioua  is  this  conduct  to  us,  and  so  injurious  in  its  oon- 
sequencee,  that  we  expect  and  require  you  to  show  your 
displeasure  to  all  such  as  shall  transgress  in  this  respect, 
contrasting  it  at  the  some  time  with  instances  of  kiiumeH 
towards  the  sober,  frugal,  and  industrious." 

My  lords,  you  see  the  state  in  which  the  directors  con- 
ceived the  country  to  be — that  it  was  in  this  state  ie  not 
denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  it.  The  directors  had  swept  away  almost  the 
whole  body  of  their  Bengal  servants  for  supposed  corruption  j 
and  they  appointed  a  set  of  new  ones,  to  regenerate,  ae  it 
were,  the  government  of  that  country.  Mr.  Hastings  says,' — 
I  was  brought  to  India  like  other  people.  This,  indeed,  is 
true  ;  and  1  hope  it  wilt  prove  an  example  and  instruction  to 
all  mankind,  never  to  employ  a  man  who  has  been  bred  in 
bane  and  corrupt  practices,  from  any  hope  that  hia  local 
knowledge  may  malie  him  the  fittest  person  to  correct  such 
practices.  Mr.  Hastings  goes  on  to  say,  that  yoii  could  not 
expect  more  from  him  than  could  be  done  by  a  man  bred  up, 
as  he  was,  in  the  common  habits  of  the  country.  This  ta 
also  true.  My  lords,  you  might  as  well  expect  a  man  to  be 
fit  for  a  perfumer's  shop,  who  has  kin  a  month  in  a  pig's 
■ty,  as  to  expect  that  a  man,  who  has  beea  a  contractor  with 
the  Company  for  a  length  of  time,  is  a  fit  person  for  reform- 
ing abuses.  Mr.  Hastings  has  stated  in  general  bis  history, 
his  merits,  and  his  services ;  we  have  looked  over  with  card 
the  records  relative  to  hia  proceedings,  and  we  find  that  in 
1760  and  1761  he  was  in  possession  of  a  contract  for  bul' 
locks  and  a  contract  for  provisions.  It  is  no  way  wrong  fiw 
any  man  to  take  a  contract,  provided  he  does  not  do  what 
Mr.  Hastings  has  condemned  in  his  regulations,  become  ■ 
«mitnctor  with  hia  maaters. 
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But  thougt  I  do  not  bear  upon  Mr.  Hastings  for  having 
■pent  his  titDe  in  being  a.  bullock  contractor,  yet  I  say  that 
be  ought  to  have  laid  aside  all  the  hahits  of  a  huUock  con- 
tractor when  he  was  made  a  great  minister  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  a  great  service  full  of  abuses.  I  will  show  your  lord- 
ships that  he  never  did  so  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  being  bred 
in  those  bad  habits,  and  having  had  the  education  that  I 
speak  of,  he  persevered  in  the  habits  which  had  been  formed 
in  him,  to  the  very  last.  I  understand  it  has  been  imputed 
aa  a  sort  of  a  crime  in  me,  that  I  stated  something  of  the  ob- 
scurity of  Mr.  Hastings's  birth.  The  imputation  has  no  found- 
ation. Can  it  be  believed  that  any  man  could  be  Bo  absurd 
as  to  attack  a  man's  birth,  when  he  is  accusing  his  actiona  ? 
Ko  ;  I  have  always  spoken  of  the  low,  sordid,  and  mercenary 
habits  in  which  he  was  bred ;  I  said  nothing  of  his  birth. 

But,  my  lords,  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  a  friend 
of  his  and  mine,  yesterday  morning,  put  into  my  hands,  who 
had  been  attacking  Mr.  Hastings's  hte  and  conduct,  a  pedi- 
gree. 1  was  appealing  to  the  records  of  the  Company  ;  they 
answer  by  sending  me  to  the  Herald's  Office.  Many  of  your 
lordships'  pedigrees  are  obscure,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  I  only  wonder  how  he  came  to  derogate 
from  such  a  line  of  nobles,  by  becoming  a  contractor  for  bul- 

A  man  may  be  an  honest  bullock  contractor ;  God  forbid 
that  many  of  them  in  this  country  should  not  be  very  honest ; 
but  I  find  his  terms  were  nearly  four  times  as  high  as  those 
vhich  the  House  of  Commons  had  condemned  as  exorbitant ; 
they  were  not  only  unusually  high,  but  the  bullocks  were 
bamy  supplied,  and  the  contract  had  not  been  iairly  adver- 
tised.  It  was  therefore  agreed  to  declare  the  same  void  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  on  the  1st  December,  1763. 

I  say  again,  that  1  do  not  condemn  him  for  being  a  bullock 
contractor,  but  I  am  suspicious  of  his  honesty,  because  he 
fasa  been  nursed  in  bad  and  vicious  habits.  That  of  con- 
tracting with  his  masters  is  a  bad  habit,  as  he  himself  has 
stated  in  a  record  which  is  printed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  condemn  him  for  being  a  fraudulent  bullock  con- 
tractor;  for  he  was  turned  out  of  that  contract  for  fraudulent 
practices ;  it  was  declared  void,  and  given  to  another  at  a 
Lw^  price.    After  it  was  so  disposed  ofrMr.Uaatinga  hiu 


362  SPEECH  n>  rni; 

Belf,  condemning  his  own  original  contract,  which  wbb  kt 
twelve  rupees  for  a  certain  species  of  bullocks,  took  the  con- 
tract again  at  seven ;  and  on  these  terms  it  continued.  What 
I  therefore  contend  for  is  tliia,  that  he  carried  with  him  the 
spirit  of  a  fraudulent  bullock  contractor  through  the  whole 
of  the  Company's  service,  in  its  greatest  and  most  imnortant 
parts. 

My  lorda,  the  wading  through  all  these  corruptiona  is  an 
mpleaflant  employment  for  me ;  but  what  am  1  to  think  of  ■ 
aan  who  holds  up  hia  head  so  high,  that,  when  a  matter  of 
account  is  in  diacusaion,  such  as  appears  in  this  very  defence 
that  I  have  in  my  hand,  he  declares  he  does  not  know  any- 
thing about  it  ?  He  cannot  keep  accounts — that  ia  beneath 
We  trace  him  throughout  the  whole  of  his  career, 
;ed  in  a  great  variety  of  mercantile  employments  ;  and 
vex,  when  he  comes  before  you,  you  would  imagine  that  he 
had  been  bred  ia  the  study  of  the  sublimest  sciences,  and 
had  no  concern  in  anything  else  ;  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  writing  a  poem,  an  Iliad,  or  some  work  that  might  revive 
iallen  literature.  Tliere  is  but  one  exception  to  ms  abhor- 
rence of  accounts.  He  always  contrives  to  make  up  a  good 
account  for  himself. 

My  lords,  we  hare  read  to  you  a  letter  in  which  the  court 
of  directors  have  described  the  disorders  of  their  service — 
the  utter  ruin  of  it — the  corruption  tliatpre  vailed  in  it — and 
the  destruction  of  the  country  by  it. — When  we  are  said  to 
exaggerate,  we  use  no  stronger  words  than  they  do.  We 
cannot  mince  the  matter;  your  lordships  should  not  mince 
it ;  no  little,  paltry  delicacies  should  hinder  you,  when  there 
is  a  country  eipiring  under  all  these  thiuES,  from  calling  the 
authors  to  a  strict  account.  The  court  ot  directors  sent  him 
that  statement ;  they  recommended  to  him  a  radical  reformai- 
tion.  What  does  he  do  ?  We  wiU  read  hia  letter  of  1773, 
in  which  you  will  find  seeds  sown  for  the  propagation  of  all 
those  future  abuses,  which  terminated  in  the  utter  and  irreme- 
diable destruction  of  the  whole  service.  After  he  has  praised 
the  directors  for  the  trust  that  they  had  placed  in  him,  after 
eipressing  his  highest  gratitude,  and  so  on  ;  he  says,  "  While 
I  indulge  the  pleasure  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successes 
of  my  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  looking  back 
WJtii  a  nixtore  of  anxiety  oq  the  omissiona,  by  which  I  tarn 
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■enaible  I  may  since  have  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your 
esteem.  All  my  letters  addressed  to  your  honourable  court, 
and  to  the  secret  committee,  repeat  the  strongest  promises  of 
prosecuting  the  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  your  servants, 
whichjouhaTebeenpleasedtocommit  particularly  to  my  eh  arge, 
Tou  will  readily  perceive  that  1  must  have  been  sincere  in 
those  declarations,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscre- 
tion to  have  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inability  to  per- 
form them.  I  find  myself  now  under  the  disagreeable  neoea- 
sity  of  avowing  that  inability  ;  at  the  same  time  I  will  boldly 
take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that,  on  whorosoeyer  yon  might  have 
delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever  powers  it  might  have 
been  accompanied ,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  entire  attention  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  it ;  and 
even  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and  authority,  would  have 
proved  ineffectual.  I  dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  opportunities  of  knowing  me, 
and  even  to  the  detail  which  the  public  voice  can  report  of 
the  past  acts  of  this  government,  that  my  time  has  been 
neither  idly  nor  uselessly  employed  ;  yet  such  are  the  cares 
and  embarrassments  of  this  various  state,  that  although  much 
may  be  done,  much  more  even  in  matters  of  moment  must 
necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  the  miscellane- 
ous heap,  which  each  day's  eiigenciea  present  to  our  choice, 
those  points  on  which  the  general  welfare  of  your  affairs  moat 
essentially  depends,  to  provide  expedients  for  future  advan- 
tages, and  guard  against  probable  evils,  are  all  that  your  ad- 
ministration can  faithfully  promise  to  perform  for  your  ser- 
vice, with  their  united  labours  most  diligently  exerted.  They 
cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  the  objects  of  their  im- 
mediate duty,  which  are  those  of  your  interest,  to  endless  re- 
searches, which  can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  espose 
your  affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  ma- 
levolence, both  here  and  at  home." 

My  lords,  you  see  here  that  after  admitting  that  he  has 
promised  to  the  court  of  directors  to  do  what  they  ordered 
nim  to  do  (and  he  had  promised  to  make  a  radical  reform  in 
their  whole  service,  and  to  cure  those  abuses  which  they  have 
stated),  he  declares  that  he  wiU  not  execute  them  ;  he  pleads 
a  variety  of  otber  occupations  ;  but  as  to  that  great  tundai* 
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mental  gnevatice  he  was  appoiated  to  eradicate,  he  c 
he  will  Eot  even  attempt  it.  Why  did  you  promise  ?  itnatui" 
ally  occurs  to  ask  liiii_  that  question.  "  Why,"  aaya  he,  "you 
will  readily  perceive  that  I  must  have  been  sincere  in  those 
declaration  a,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscretion  to 
have  made  them,  had  I  known  my  inability  to  perform  them." 
This  is  a  kind  of  argument  that  helonga  to  Mr.  Hastings  ei> 
tlusively.  Most  other  people  would  aay,  Tou  may  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  my  promises  by  my  zeal  in  the  performance ; 
but  he  says,  you  may  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  my  promises, 
because  I  would  not  promise  if  I  had  not  thought  I  ehould 
be  able  to  perform.  It  runs  in  this  ridiculous  circle.  I  pro- 
mised to  obey  the  court  of  directors ;  therefore  I  knew  that 
I  could  obey  them ;  but  I  could  not  obey  them,  therefore  I 
waa  absolved  from  my  promise,  and  did  not  attempt  to  obey 
them.  In  fact  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  grievauce  or  abuse 
in  the  country  that  he  reformed — and  this  wae  systematical 
in  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct ;  that  he  was  resolved  to  connive 
at  the  whole  of  the  iniquities  of  the  service,  because  he  was 
resolved  that  every  one  of  those  existing  iniquities  should  be 
practised  by  himself.  But,  says  he,  the  reformation  required 
can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  expose  your  affairs  to  all 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  malevolence  both  here 
and  at  home.  This  he  gives  you  as  a  reason  why  he  will  not 
prosecute  the  inquiry  into  abuses  abroad — because  he  is  afraid 
that  you  should  punish  him  at  home  for  doing  his  duty  abroad 
— that  it  will  expose  him  to  malevolence  at  home  ;  and  there- 
fore to  avoid  being  subject  to  malevolence  at  borne,  he  would 
not  do  bis  duty  abroad. 

Ha  follows  this  with  something  that  is  perfectly  eitraordi- 
nary ;  he  desires,  instead  of  doing  his  duty  (which  he  de- 
clares it  is  impossible  to  do),  that  he  may  be  invested  with 
an  arbitrary  power.  I  refer  your  lordslups  to  pages  2827, 
2828,  and  2829  of  the  printed  minutes,  where  you  will  find 
the  system  of  his  government  to  be  formed  upon  a  resolution 
not  to  use  any  one  legal  means  of  punishing  corruption,  or 
for  the  prevention  of  corruption ;  all  that  he  desires  is  to 
have  an  absolute  arbitrary  power  over  the  servants  of  the 
Company.  There  you  will  see,  that  arbitrary  power  for  cor- 
rupt purposes  over  the  servants  of  the  Company  is  the  fotind- 
JIHnk  of  mery  part  of  hia  whole  conduct.    B^aark  whak  W 
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here  ;  and  then  judge  whether  these  inferences  are  to  be 
lulled  by  any  chicane, 

"  In  the  charge  of  oppresaion,  although  Hupported  by  the 
cries  of  the  people  and  the  moat  authentic  repreaentations,  it 
is  yet  imposaible,  in  most  cases,  to  obtain  legal  proofs  of  it ; 
and  unless  the  diacretionary  power  which  I  have  recom- 
mended be  somewhere  lodged,  th«  assurance  of  impunity 
from  any  formal  inquiry  will  baffle  every  order  of  the  board  ; 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  feiir  of  the  consequencea  will  re- 
atrain  every  man  within  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he  knows 
himself  liable  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single  control." 

My  lords,  you  see  two  things  moat  material  for  you  to  con- 
sider in  the  judgment  of  this  great  cause,  which  is  the  cause 
of  nations.  The  first  thing  for  you  to  consider  is  the  declar- 
ation of  the  culprit  at  your  "bar,  that  a  person  may  be  pur- 
sued by  the  cries  of  a  whole  people ;  that  documents  the 
most  authentic  and  eatisfactory,  but  deficient  in  technical 
form,  may  be  produced  against  him  ;  in  short,  that  he  may 
be  guilty  of  the  moat  enormous  crimes,  and  yet  that  legal 
proofs  may  be  wanting.  This  shows  you  how  seriously  you 
ought  to  consider,  before  you  reject  any  proof  upon  the  idea 
that  it  is  not  technical  legal  proof.  To  this  assertion  of  Mr. 
Hastings  I  oppose,  however,  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who 
gits  near  hia  side,  Mr.  Sumner,  which  is  much  more  probable. 

Mr.  Hnstinga  says  that  the  power  of  the  council  is  not 
■effectual  against  the  inferior  aervanta,  that  is,  too  weak  to 
coSree  them.  With  much  more  truth  Mr.  Sumner  has  said 
in  his  minute,  you  might  easily  coerce  the  inferior  servanta  ; 
but  that  the  dread  of  falling  upon  persons  in  high  atatioaa 
discourages  and  puts  an  end  to  complaint. — I  quote  the  re- 
corded authority  of  the  gentleman  near  him,  as  being  of  great 
weight  in  the  affaira  of  the  Company,  to  prove,  what  is  infi- 
nitely more  probable,  the  falaehood  of  Mr.  Hastings's  aa- 
aertion,  that  an  inferior  aervant  cannot  be  coerced  ;  and  that 
they  must  riot  with  impunity  in  the  spoils  of  the  people. 

But  we  will  go  to  a  much  more  aerioua  part  oi  the  busi- 
ness ;  after  desiring  arbitrary  power  in  this  letter,  he  deairea 
t  perpetuation  of  it.  And  here  he  has  given  you  a  descriptioa 
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of  a  bad  governor,  to  which  I  must  call  ycur  attention,  u 
your  lordships  will  find  it,  in  every  part  of  bis  proceeding,  to 
DB  esftctly  applicable  to  Limself  and  to  hia  own  government. 

"  The  first  command  of  a  state  so  extenaive  as  that  of 
Bengal  ta  not  without  opportunities  of  private  emoluments ; 
and  although  the  allowani*  which  your  bounty  has  liberally 
provided  tor  your  servants  may  he  reasonahly  expected  to  fii 
the  bounds  of  their  desires,  yet  you  will  find  it  eitremely 
difGeult  to  restrain  men  from  profiting  by  other  means,  who 
look  upon  their  appointment  as  the  measure  of  a  day,  and 
who,  irom  the  uncertainty  of  their  condition,  see  no  room  for 
any  acquisition  but  of  wealth,  since  reputation  and  the  coa- 
sequences  which  follow  the  successful  conduct  of  great  a&irs 
are  only  to  be  attained  in  a  course  of  years.  Under  such 
circumstances,  however  rigid  your  orders  may  be,  or  however 
supported,  1  am.  afraid  that,  iil  most  inHtances,  they  will  pro- 
duce no  other  fruits  than  either  avowed  disobedience,  or  the 
worst  extreme  of  falsehood  and  hypocrisy.  These  are  not 
the  principles  which  should  rule  the  conduct  of  men  whom 
you  have  constituted  the  guardians  of  your  property,  uid 
checks  on  the  morals  and  fidelity  of  others.  The  care  of  self- 
preservation  will  naturally  suggest  the  necessity  of  BeizJng 
the  opportunity  of  present  power,  when  the  duration  of  it  is 
considered  as  limited  to  the  usual  term  of  three  years,  and 
of  applying  it  to  the  provision  of  a  future  independency; 
therefore  every  renewal  of  this  term  is  liable  to  prove  a  re- 
iterated oppression.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  causes  which 
I  have  described,  and  a  proof  of  their  existence,  that  this  ap- 
pointment has  been  for  some  years  past  so  eagerly  sollcitm, 
and  so  easily  resigned.  There  are  yet  other  inconveniences 
attendant  on  this  habit,  and  perhaps  an  investigation  of  them 
aU  would  lead  to  endless  discoveries.  Every  man  whom  yoni 
choice  has  honoured  with  so  distinguished  a  trust  seeks  to 
merit  approbation,  and  acquire  an  eclat  by  innovations,  for 
which  the  wild  scene  before  him  afi'orda  ample  and  justifiable 
occasion," 

Tou  see,  my  lords,  he  has  stated  that,  if  a  Governor  is  ap- 
pointed to  hold  his  oificB  only  for  a  short  time,  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  either  an  avowed  disobedience,  or,  what'il    | 
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I>lrorse,  extreme  falsehood  nnd  hypocrisy.  Tour  lordsLipB  know 
Ishat  this  man  has  held  his  office  for  a  loDg  time,  and  yet  hia 
disobedience  has  been  avowed,  and  hia  hypocrisy  and  bia 
feleehood  have  been  discovered,  and  have  oeen  proved  to 
jour  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  trial.  Tou  see  this  man 
Laa  declared  what  are  the  principles  which  should  rule  the 
conduct  of  men  whom  you  nave  constituted  the  guardians  of 
your  property,  and  checks  upon  the  morals  and  fidelity  of 
others.  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  himself  directly  wiiat  hia 
duty  wafi ;  he  tells  you  himself,  and  he  pronounces  his  own 
condemnation,  what  was  expected  from  him,  namely,  that 
he  should  give  a  great  eiample  himself,  and  he  a  check  and 
guardian  of  the  fidelity  of  all  that  are  under  him.  He  de- 
4^area  at  the  end  of  this  letter,  that  a  very  short  continuance 

R  their  service  would  enable  him  to  make  a  fortune  up  to 
e  height  of  his  desire.  He  has  since  thought  proper  to 
clare  to  you  that  he  is  a  beggar  and  undone,  notwithstand- 

Tead  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may  contrast  it 
with  the  conduct  ot  the  prisoner,  as  stated  by  us  and  proved 
by  the  evidence  we  have  adduced.  We  have  stated  and 
proved,  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  enter  upon  a  systematic  con- 
nivance at  the  peculation  of  the  Company's  servants — that 
he  refused  to  institute  any  check  whatever  for  the  purpose  of 
prerenting  corruption  ;  aud  that  he  carried  into  execution  no 
one  measure  of  government,  agreeably  to  the  positive  and 
■olemn  engagements  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the 
''irectors.  We  therefore  charge  him  not  only  with  his  own 
srruptions,  hut  with  a  sympathetic,  premeditated  corruption, 
if  the  whole  service,  from  the  time  when  he  was  appointed,  in 
*"  J  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  down  to  the  year  1785, 
len  he  left  it.  He  never  attempted  to  detect  any  one 
kigle  abuse  whatever;  he  never  endeavoured  once  to  put  a 
h>p  to  any  corruption,  in  any  man  black  or  white,  in  any 
ray  whatever.  And  thus  he  has  acted  in  a  government  of 
nrhich  he  himself  declares  the  nature  to  be  such,  that  it  is 
mpossible  so  to  detect  misconduct  as  to  give  legal 
^dence  of  it,  though  a  man  should  be  declared  by  the  cries 
>f  the  whole  people  to  be  guilty. 

My  lords,  he  desires  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  Company'! 
Mrranta  to  be  givei.  to  him.     Qod  forbid  arbitrary  poww 
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■hauld  be  given  iak)  the  hands  of  anj  maa !  At  the  asnm 
time,  God.  forbid,  if  by  power  be  moaut  the  ability  to  di»* 
iMver,  to  reach,  to  check,  and  to  punish  subordinate  comi[>- 
tioa,  that  he  should  not  be  enabled  so  to  do,  and  to  get  at,  to 
proaecnte,  and  pnniBh  delinquency  by  law.  But  honesty 
only,  and  not  arbitrarv  power,  ia  neoeaaary  for  that  purpose. 
We  well  know,  indeed,  tliat  a  government  requiring  arbitrarj 
power  has  been  the  situation  in  which  this  man  has  attempted 
to  plaee  u», 

"We  know  also,  my  lords,  that  there  are  cases,  in  which 
the  act  of  the  delinquent  may  be  of  conaequence,  while  the 
example  of  the  criminal,  from  the  obacurity  of  his  situation, 
is  of  little  importance  :  in  other  cases,  the  act  of  the  delin* 
quent  may  be  of  no  great  importance,  but  the  conaequencca 
of  the  example  dreadful.  We  know  that  crimes  of  great 
magnitude,  that  acta  of  great  tyranny,  can  but  seldom  be  ex- 
etciaed,  and  only  by  a  few  persona.  They  are  privileged 
crimes.  They  are  the  dreadful  prerogatives  of  greatness  and 
of  the  highest  aituationa  only.  But  when  a  Governor- General 
descends  into  the  muck  and  filth  of  peculation  and  cormp* 
tion,  when  he  receivea  bribes  and  eitorta  money,  he  does 
acta  that  are  imitable  by  everybody.  There  is  not  a  single 
man,  black  or  white,  from  the  htgheat  to  the  lowest,  that  ie 
poasesaed  in  the  smalleat  degree  of  momentary  authority,  that 
cannot  imitate  the  acts  of  such  aGovemor-General.  Consider, 
then,  what  the  consequences  will  be,  when  it  ia  laid  down  aa 
a  principle  of  the  service,  that  no  man  is  to  be  called  to  ao- 
oount  according  to  the  existing  laws ;  and  that  you  muat 
either  give,  as  he  says,  arbitrary  power,  or  suffer  your  go- 
vernment to  be  destroyed. 

We  aaked  Mr.  Anderaon  whether  the  covenant  of  every 
farmer  of  the  revenue  did  not  forbid  him  from  giving  any 
presents  to  any  persona,  or  taking  any.  He  answered,  ha 
did  not  exactly  remember  (for  the  memory  of  this  gentleman 
is  very  indifferent,  though  the  matter  was  in  his  own  particu- 
lar province),  but  lie  thought  it  did;  and  he  referred  us  to 
the  record  of  it.  I  cannot  get  at  the  record  ;  and  therefore 
yon  must  take  it  as  it  stands  from  Mr.  Anderson,  without  A 
reference  to  the  record, — that  the  farmers  were  forbidden  to 
take  or  give  any  money  to  any  person  whatever,  beyond  their 
Now,  if  a  Governor- Gteueral  comes  to  t^it 


&rmer,  and  Bays,  Tou  must  give  a  certain  Bum  beyond  your 
engagementB — he  lets  him  looae  to  prey  upon  the  landholderB 
and  cultivators,  aad  thua  a  way  la  prepared  for  the  final 
desolation  of  the  whole  country,  by  the  malversation  of  the 
Governor,  and  by  the  conaequent  oppreBBive  conduct  of  the 
farmere. 

Mr.  Haatinga  being  now  put  over  the  whole  country  to 
regulate  it,  let  us  see  what  he  has  done ;  he  aaye.  Let  me 
have  an  arbitrary  power,  and  I  will  regulate  it.  He  asBunied 
arbitrary  power,  and  turned  ia  and  out  every  servant  at  hia 
pleasure.  But  did  he  by  that  arbitrary  power  correct  any 
one  corruption  P  Indeed  how  could  he  ?  He  does  not  say 
he  did  ;  for  when  a  man  gives  ill  examples  in  himself,  when 
he  cannot  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  that  does  not  terminate  in 
his  own  corruption,  of  course  he  cannot  institute  any  inquiry 
into  the  corruption  of  the  other  servants. 

But  again,  my  lords,  the  subordinate  servant  will  say,  I 
cannot  rise  (properly  here,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  well  ob- 
served) to  the  height  of  greatness,  power,  distinction,  rank, 
or  honour  in  the  government ;  but  I  can  make  my  fortune 
according  to  my  degree,  my  measure,  and  niy  place.  Hia 
viewa  will  be  then  directed  so  to  make  it.  And  when  he 
Bees  that  the  Governor- Gieneral  ia  actuated  by  no  other  views ; 
when  be  himself,  aa  a  farmer,  is  confidently  assured  of  the 
corruptioua  of  hia  superior,  when  he  knows  it  to  be  laid  down 
as  a  principle  by  the  Gkivemor-Generd  that  no  corruption  ia 
to  be  inquired  into ;  and  that  if  it  be  not  expressly  laid  down, 
yet  that  his  conduct  ia  such  as  to  make  it  the  same  aa  if  he 
had  actually  so  laid  it  down ;  then,  I  say,  every  part  of  the 
service  ia  instantly  and  totally  corrupted. 

I  shall  next  reler  your  lordships  to  the  article  of  contracts  ; 
five  contracts  have  been  laid  before  you,  the  extravagant  and 
corrupt  profits  of  which  have  been  proved  to  amount  to 
£500,000.  We  have  shown  you,  by  the  strongest  presump- 
tive evidence,  that  these  contracts  were  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corrupting  the  Company's  servants  in  India,  and  of 
corrupting  the  Company  itself  m  England.  You  will  recol- 
lect that  £40,000  was  given  in  one  morning  for  a  contract 
(which  the  contractor  was  never  to  execute),  I  speak  of  Mr. 
BuUivan's  contract.  Tou  will  also  recollect,  that  he  was  the 
■ou  of  the  principal  person  in  the  Indian  direction  ;  and  whot 
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in  or  out  of  office,  was  known  to  govern  it ;  and  to  be  nqh 
portAd  by  the  whole  Indian  interest  of  Mr.  Haatinga. 

You  have  seen  the  corruption  of  Bir  Eyre  Coot«,  in  giving 
to  Mr.  Croftes  the  buUock  contract.  You  have  seen  the 
bullock  contracts,  stated  to  Mr.  Hastings's  face,  and  Dot  de- 
nied to  have  been  mode  for  concealing  a  number  of  corrupt 
interests.  Ton  have  seen  Mr.  Auriol'a  contract  given  tothe 
secretary  of  the  Company  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  the  whole  records  and  registers  of  the  Company 
under  his  control.  You  have  seen  that  the  contract  and 
commiBsion  for  the  purchase  of  stores  and  provisions,  an 
enormous  job,  was  giving  to  Mr.  Belli,  an  obscure  man,  for 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  offers  himself  as  security,  under  cir- 
cumstances that  went  to  prove  that  Mr.  Belli  held  tbia  com- 
mission for  Mr.  Hastings.  These,  my  lords,  are  things  that 
cannot  be  slurred  over ;  the  Governor- Gijueral  is  corrupt,  be 
corrupts  all  about  him  [  he  does  it  upon  system ;  he  will 
make  no  inquiry. 

My  lords,  I  have  stated  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  he 
has  squandered  away  in  these  contracts ;  hut  you  will  ob- 
serve that  we  have  brought  forward  but  five  of  them. 
Good  God !  When  you  consider  the  magnitude  and  multi- 
plicity of  the  Company's  dealings,  judge  jou  what  must  be 
the  enormous  mass  of  that  corruption,  of  which  he  has  been 
the  cause,  and  in  the  profits  of  which  he  has  partaken. 
When  your  lordships  shidl  have  considered  (this  document) 
his  defence,  which  I  have  read  in  part  to  you,  see  whether 
you  are  not  bound,  when  he  imputes  to  us  and  throws  upon 
ua  the  cause  of  all  his  corruption,  to  throw  back  the  chMge 
by  your  decision,  ajid  hurl  it  with  indignation  upon  himself. 

But  there  is  another  shameless  and  most  iniquitous  cir- 
cumstance, which  I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  respectiBB 
these  contracts.  He  not  only  considered  them  as  means  <H 
present  power,  and  therefore  protected  his  favourites,  without 
the  least  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  and  with  flagrant  suspi- 
cion of  a  corrupt  participation  in  their  delinquency  ;  but  lie 
fiea  still  farther ;  he  declares,  that,  if  he  should  be  removed 
ora  his  government,  he  will  give  them  a  lease  in  these  ex- 
orbitant profits,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  corrupt  party 
to  support  and  bear  him  out  by  their  evidence,  upcn  the  even.*- 
otMnj  inquiry  into  his  conduct ;  to  give  him  a  razyaania,  ts 
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give  him  a,  flouxishiog  character,  whenever  he  should  come 
npoii  his  trial.  Hear  what  his  principles  are ;  hear  what  the 
a  iumself  avowB  : — 

"  Fort  William,  October  4,  1779. 

'  In  auBwer  to  Mr.  Fraucia'B  insiouation,  that  it  is  natural 
enough  for  the  agent  to  wish  to  secure  himself,  hefore  the 
expiration  of  the  present  government ;  I  avow  the  fnct  as  to 
myBelf  as  weU  as  the  agent.  "When  I  see  a  systematic  oppo- 
■ition  to  every  measure  proposed  by  me  for  the  service  of  the 
public,  by  which  an  individual  luay  eventually  benefit,  I  can- 
not hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  belief  that 
should  the  government  of  this  country  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  present  minority,  they  would  seek  the  ruin  of  every 
man  connected  with  me  ;  it  is  therefore  only  an  act  of  com- 
mon justice  in  me  to  wish  to  secure  them,  as  far  as  I  legally 
can,  from  the  apprehension  of  future  oppression." 

Here  is  the  principle  avowed.  He  takes  for  granted,  and 
he  gives  it  the  name  of  oppression,  that  the  person  who 
should  succeed  him  would  take  away  those  unlawful  and 
wicked  emoluments,  and  give  them  to  some  other.  But, 
Bays  he,  I  will  put  out  of  the  Company's  power  the  very 
means  of  redress. 

The  document  which  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  your 
lordships  contains  a  declaration  by  Mr.  Hastings  of  another 
means  which  he  used  of  corrupting  the  whole  Company's 


Minute  of  the  Governor- General. — Extract  from  that  mi- 
nute:— "  Called  upon  continually  by  persons  of  high  rank  and 
station,  both  in  national  and  in  the  Company's  councils,  to 
protect  and  prefer  their  friends  in  the  army ;  and  by  the 
merits  and  services  which  have  come  under  my  personal 
knowledge  and  observation,  I  suffer  both  pain  and  humiliation 
at  the  want  of  power  to  reward  the  meritorious,  or  to  show  a 
proper  attention  to  the  wishes  of  my  superiors,  without 
havmg  recourse  to  means  which  must  be  considered  as 
mcompatible  with  the  dignity  of  my  station.  The  slender 
relief  which  I  entreat  of  the  board  from  this  state  of  mortifi- 
■ftt*x>n  is  the  authority  to  augment  the  number  of  my  staff, 
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which  will  enable  me  to  show  a  marked  and  porticiilar  atten- 
tion in  circumetancea  euch  as  above  stated,  and  will  be  no 
considerable  burthen  to  the  Company." 

My  lords,  you  here  see  what  he  has  been  endeavouring  to 
effect,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  secure  him- 
self  a  corrupt  influence  in  England.  But  there  is  aaother 
point  much  more  material— which  brings  the  matter  directly 
home  to  this  court,  and  puts  it  to  you,  either  to  punish  him 
or  to  declare  yourselves  to  be  accomplices  in  tlie  corruption 
of  the  whole  aervice.  Hear  what  the  man  himself  eajs.  I 
am  first  to  mention  to  your  lordships  the  occasion  upon  which 
the  passage  which  I  shall  read  to  you  was  written.  It  was 
when  he  was  making  his  enormous  and  shameful  establish- 
ment of  a  revenue  board,  in  the  year  1781 ;  of  which  I  shall 
say  a  few  words  hereafter,  as  beii^  a  gross  abuse  in  itself; 
he  then  felt  that  the  world  would  be  so  much  shocked  at  the 
enormous  prodigality  and  corrupt  profusion  of  what  he  was 
doing,  that  he  at  last  spoke  out  plainly. 

A  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings  transmitted  in  a  letter  by  S&. 
Wheler : — "  In  this,  aa  it  must  be  the  case  in  every  reform- 
ation, the  interest  of  individuals  has  been  our  prmcipal,  if 
not  our  only  impediment.  We  could  not  at  once  depnve  80 
large  a  body  of  our  fellow-servants  of  their  bread,  without 
feeling  that  reluctance  which  humanity  must  dictate ;  not 
uNuccimipanied  perhaps  with  some  concern  for  the  conse- 
quence wliich  our  own  credit  might  suffer,  by  an  act  which 
involved  the  fortunes  of  many,  and  estended  its  influence  to 
aU  their  conneiions. 

"  This,  added  to  the  justice  which  was  due  to  your  servants, 
who  were  removed  for  no  fault  of  theirs,  but  for  the  pubho 
oouvenienoe,  induced  us  to  continue  their  allowances  until 
other  offices  could  bo  provided  for  them — and  the  more  cheer- 
fully to  submit  to  the  expediency  of  leaving  others  in  a  tem- 
porary or  partial  charge  of  the  internal  coHectious.  In  effect 
the  civil  officers  of  this  government  might  he  reduced  to  a 
very  scanty  number,  were  their  eiigency  alone  to  determine 
the  list  of  your  covenanted  servants,  which  at  this  time  con- 
■iat  of  no  less  a  number  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-two; 
nat^j  (^  tbeni  the  sons  of  the  first  liunili&g  in  the  kingdom  c^ 


6reat  Britaiu,  and  erery  one  aspiring  to  the  rapid  acquiBitioti 
of  lacks,  and  to  return  to  pass  the  prime  of  tbeii  livea  at 
home,  as  muHitudes  have  done  before  them.  Neither  will 
the  revenues  of  this  country  suffice  for  such  boundless  pre- 
tensions ;  nor  are  they  compatible  with  yours  and  the  national 
interests,  which  may  eventually  suffer  as  certain  a  ruin  from 
the  effects  of  private  competition  and  the  claim  of  patronage 
as  from  the  more  dreaded  calamities  of  war,  or  the  other  or- 
dinary c-auses  which  leaa  to  the  decline  of  dominion." 

My  lords,  you  have  here  his  declaration,  that  patronage,  which 
he  avows  to  be  one  of  the  principles  of  bis  government,  and 
to  be  the  principle  of  the  last  of  his  acts,  is  worse  than  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine  ;  and  that  all  these  calamities  together 
might  not  be  bo  effectual  as  this  patronage  in  wasting  and 
destroying  the  country.  And  at  what  time  does  he  tell  you 
this  ?  He  teUs  it  you,  when  he  himself  had  iuat  wantonly 
destroyed  an  old  regular  establishment  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  new  one,  in  which  he  says  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  pensioning  the  members  of  the  old  establishment 
from  motives  of  mere  humanity.  He  here  confesses  himself 
to  be  the  author  of  the  whole  mischief. — I  could,  says  be, 
have  acted  better ;  I  might  have  avoided  desolating  the  coun- 
try by  peculation.  But,  says  he,  1  had  sons  of  the  first 
fomilies  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  every  one  aspiring 
to  the  rapid  acquisition  of  Licks,  and  this  would  not  suffer 
me  to  do  my  duty,  I  hope  your  lordships  will  stigmatize  the 
falsehood  of  this  assertion.  Consider,  my  lords,  what  he  has 
said — ^two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  once,  and  in  succession, 
aspiring  to  come  home  in  the  priraeof  theiryouth  with  lacks. 
Ton  cannot  take  laeki  to  be  less  than  two  ;  we  cannot  make 
a  plural  less  than  two.  Two  lacks  make  £20,000.  Then 
multiply  that  by  252,  and  you  will  find  more  than  £2,500,000 
to  be  provided  for  that  set  of  gentlemen,  and  for  the  claims 
of  patronage.  Undoubtedly  such  a  patronage  is  worse  than 
the  most  dreadful  calamities  of  war,  and  all  the  other  causes 
which  lead  to  decline  of  dominion. 

My  lords,  I  beseech  you  to  consider  this  plan  of  corrupting 
the  Company's  servants,  beginning  with  systematical  corrup- 
tion, and  ending  with  an  avowed  declaration  that  he  will 
persist  in  this  iniquitous  proceeding,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  entail  it  upon  the  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  seour- 
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ing  his  accoDipliceB  against  all  the  coosequencea  uf  0117 
chODge  iu  the  Compuny'H  govemment.  I  dare  not,  saya  be, 
be  hoiieat ;  if  I  make  their  fortunes,  you  will  judge  favourably 
of  me  ;  if  I  do  not  make  their  fortunes,  I  ehalf  find  mjBeif 
crushed  with  a  load  of  reproach  and  obloquy,  from  which  I 
cannot  eacape  in  any  other  way  than  by  hribing  the  House  of 
Peers.  What  a  shameful  avowal  this  to  be  made  in  the  &ce  , 
of  the  world! — -Tour  lordahips'  judgment  upon  this  great 
cause  will  obliterate  it  Irom  the  mt^mory  of  man.  But  hia 
apprehenaion  of  some  change  in  the  Company's  goTerament 
is  not  his  only  pretext  for  some  of  these  corrupt  proceedings : 
h%  adverts  also  to  the  opposition  which  he  had  to  encounter 
with  his  colleagues,  as  another  circumstance  which  drove  him 
to  adopt  others  of  these  scandalous  expediencies.  N'ow  there 
was  a  period  when  he  had  no  longer  to  contend  with,  or  to 
fear,  that  opposition.  When  he  had  got  rid  of  the  m^ority 
in  the  council,  which  thwarted  him,  what  did  be  do  ?  Did  he 
himself  correct  any  of  the  evils  and  disorders  which  had'  pre- 
vailed in  the  service,  and  which  his  hostile  majority  bad  pur- 
posed to  reform  ?  No,  not  one  ;  notwithstanding  the  court 
of  directors  had  supported  the  majority  in  all  their  declara- 
tions, and  had  accused  him  of  corruption  and  rebellion  in 
every  part  of  bia  opposition  to  them.  Now  that  he  was  free 
from  the  yoke  of  all  the  mischief  of  that  cursed  majority 
which  he  deprecates,  and  which  I  have  heard  certain  person! 
consider  as  a  great  calamity  (a  calamity  indeed  it  was  to 
patronage), — aa  soon,  I  say,  as  he  was  free  from  this,  yott 
would  imagine  he  had  undertaken  some  great  and  capital  re- 
formation ;  for  all  the  power  which  the  Company  could  give 
was  in  his  hands — total,  absolute,  and  unconfined. 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships  that  the  provincial 
councils  was  an  establishment  made  by  Mr.  Hastings.  80 
confident  was  he,  in  his  own  opinion,  of  the  espediency  of 
them,  that  he  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  a  draft  of 
an  act  of  parliament  to  confirm  them ;  by  this  act  it  was  his 
intention  to  place  them  beyond  the  possihility  of  matatiao. 
Whatever  opmion  others  might  entertain  of  their  weakness, 
inefficacy,  or  other  defects,  Mr.  Hastings  found  no  such 
things  in  them.  He  had  declared  in  the  beginning  that  ha 
considered  them  an  a  sort  of  experiment  i  but  that  in  ^e 
I  he  found  them  answer  so  perfectb  well,  that  of 
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1  an  act  of  parbftment  to  support  them.  The 
court  of  direetore,  knowing  the  miachieta  that  innovation  haJ 
produced  in  their  service,  and  the  desolations  which  it  had 
Drought  oD  the  country,  commanded  him  not  to  take  any 
step  for  changing  them,  irithout  their  orders.  Contrary, 
however,  to  his  own  declarations — contrary  to  the  sketch  of 
ttn  act  of  parliament,  which,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  legisla- 
ture might  then  have  paBsed  (1  know  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  pasB  about  that  tirae  several  acts  for  regulating 
the  Company's  affairs  ;  and  for  one,  I  should  have  been,  as  I 
always  have  been,  a  good  deal  coucemed  iu  whatever  tended 
to  £x  some  kind  of  permanent  and  settled  government  iu 
Bengal),  iu  violation,  I  say,  of  his  duty,  and  in  contradiction 
to  his  own  opinion,  he  at  that  time,  without  giving  the  parties 
notice,  turns  out  of  their  employments,  situation,  and  bread 
the  orovincial  councils. 

Aid  who  were  the  members  of  those  provincial  councils  P 
They  were  of  high  rank  in  the  Company's  service;  they 
were  not  junior  servants,  boys  of  a  day,  but  persons  who  had 
gone  through  some  probation  ;  who  knew  something  of  the 
country  ;  wlio  were  conversant  in  its  revenues  and  in  the 
course  of  its  business  ;  they  were,  in  short,  men  of  consider- 
able rank  in  the  Company's  service.  Wbat  did  he  do  with 
these  people  ?  Without  any  regard  to  their  rank  in  the 
Bervice — no  more  than  he  had  regarded  the  rank  of  the  no- 
bility of  the  couQtry — he  sweeps  them  all  in  one  day  from 
their  independent  situationa  without  reference  to  the  direc- 
tors, and  turns  them  all  into  pensioners  upou  the  Company. 
Andforwhat  purpose  was  this  doneP  It  was  done  in  order  to 
reduce  the  Company's  servants,  who  in  their  independent  situ- 
ations were  too  great  a  mass  and  volume  for  him  to  corrupt  to 
an  abject  dependence  upon  his  absolute  power.  It  waa  that 
he  might  tell  them.  You  have  loat  your  aituations  ;  you  have 
nothing  but  small  alimentary  pensions ;  nothing  more  than 
a  maintenance,  and  you  must  depend  upon  me  whether  you 
are  to  have  anything  more  or  not.  Thus  at  one  atroke  a 
large  division  of  the  Compauy'a  aervants,  and  one  of  the 
highest  orders  of  them,  were  reduced  for  their  neit  bread 
to  an  absolute  submissive  dependence  upon  his  will  ■  and 
the  Company  was  loaded  with  the  pensions  of  all  these  dis- 
carded servants.     Thus  were  persona  in  an  honourable  inde 
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pendenu  eituation  earned  by  long  service  in  that  ( 
and  wl)0  were  subject  to  punishment  for  tneircrimeB  if  pro 
against  them,  all  deprived,  unbeard,  of  their  eraplojments. 
Tou  would  imagine  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  at  least  choi^^ed 
them  with  corruption.  Ko ;  you  will  see  upon  your  minutes, 
that  when  be  abuliBhed  the  provincial  cuuncila  he  declared  at 
the  aame  time  that  he  found  no  fault  with  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  them. 

Thus  then  he  has  got  rid,  as  your  lordships  see,  cf  one 
whole  body  of  the  Company's  servants ;  he  has  systematically 
corrupted  the  rest,  and  provided  as  far  as  lay  in  bis  power 
for  the  perpetuation  of  their  corruption  ;  he  has  connived  at 
all  their  delinquencies,  and  has  destroyed  the  indepeDdence 
of  all  the  superior  orders  of  them.  Now  bear  what  he  does 
with  regard  to  the  council  general  itself.  They  had,  by  the 
act  that  made  Mr.  Hastings  Governor,  the  management  of 
the  revenues  vested  in  them  ;^you  have  been  shown  by  an 
honourable  and  able  fellow-manager  of  mine  that  he  took 
the  business  of  this  department  wholly  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
council ;  that  be  named  a  committee  for  the  management  of 
it  at  an  enormous  expense — a  committee  made  up  of  his  own 
creatures  and  dependants ;  and  that,  after  destrojing  the  pro> 
vincia!  councils,  he  brought  down  the  whole  mansgement  of 
the  revenue  to  Calcutta.  This  committee  took  tlua  import- 
ant business  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  council,  in  which 
the  act  had  vested  it,  and  this  committee  he  formed  without 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  directly  contrary  to 
the  act  which  put  the  superiniendence  in  the  bands  of  the 
.council. 

Oh  !  but  be  reserved  a  superintendence  over  them.  Tou 
shall  hear  what  the  superintendence  was;  you  shall  see, feel, 
smell,  touch — it  shall  enter  into  every  avenue  and  pore  of 
your  soul.  It  will  show  you  what  was  the  real  principle  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  government.  "We  will  read  to  you  what  Sir 
John  Shore  Bays  of  that  institution,  and  of  the  only  ends 
and  purposes  which  it  could  answer ;  your  lordships  will  then 
Bee  how  far  he  was  justifiable  in  violating  an  act  of  parlia- 
nent,  and  giving  out  of  the  coimcO's  hands  the  great  trust 
which  the  laws  of  his  country  had  vested  in  them,  Tl  ia 
part  of  a  paper  written  in  1785,  by  Mr.  Shore,  who  was  sole 
wting  president  of  this  committee,  to  which  all  Bengal  wu 
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delivered ;  he  wna  an  old  servant  of  the  Company,  imd  he  n 
now  at  the  head  of  tlio  government  of  that  country.  Ifr 
waa  Mr.  Hastings's  particular  friend,  and  therefore  you  caa 
not  douht  either  of  his  heing  a  competent  evidence,  or  that 
he  ia  a  favourahle  evidence  for  Mr.  Jiastinga's,  and  that  he 
would  not  Bay  one  word  aga,inat  the  eBtablishment  of  which 
he  himself  was  at  the  head  that  was  not  perfectly  true,  and 
forced  out  of  him  hy  the  truth  of  the  case.  There  is  not  a 
single  part  of  it  that  does  not  point  out  eome  abuse. 

"  In  the  actual  collection  of  the  revenues,  nothing  is  more 
Becesaary  than  to  give  immediate  attention  to  all  compldints, 
which  are  preferred  daily  without  number,  and  to  dispatch 
them  in  a  summary  manner;  this  cannot  be  done  where  the 
control  is  remote.  In  every  pergunnah  throughout  Bengal 
there  are  some  distinct  usages,  which  cannot  be  clearly  known 
at  a  distance;  yet  in  all  complaints  of  oppression  or  estor- 
tion  these  must  be  known  before  a  decision  can  be  pronounc- 
ed. But  to  learn  at  Calcutta  the  particular  customs  of  a 
district  of  Bodshahy  or  Daca  ia  umost  impossible ;  and 
considering  the  channel  through  which  an  explanation  must 
pass,  and  through  which  the  complaint  is  made,  any  colouring 
may  he  given  to  it ;  and  oppression  and  extortion,  to  the  ruin 
of  a  districtj  may  be  practised  with  impunity.  This  is  a 
continual  souj-ce  of  embarrassment  to  the  committee  of  reve- 
nue in  Calcutta. 

"  One  object  of  their  institution  was  to  hring  the  revenues 
without  the  expenses  of  agency  to  the  presidency,  and  to 
nmove  all  local  control  over  the  farmers,  who  were  to  pay 
their  rents  at  Calcutta.  When  complaints  are  made  agamst 
fiu^nera  by  the  occupiers  of  the  lands,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  discriminate  truth  from  falsehood.  But  to  prevent  a  failure 
in  the  revenue,  it  is  found  necessary,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  to 
support  the  farmer ;  a  circumstance  which  may  give  rise  to 
and  confirm  the  most  cruel  acts  of  oppression.  The  real  state 
rf  any  district  cannot  be  known  by  the  committee.  An 
occupier  or  zemindar  may  plead  that  an  inundation  has  ruined 
him,  or  that  his  country  is  a  desert  through  want  of  rain. 
An  aumeen  is  sent  to  examine  the  complaint ;  he  return! 
with  an  exaggerated  account  of  losses  proved  in  volumes  o( 
accounts,  which  the  committeenave  no  time  to  read. 
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and  for  which  tlie  aomeeo  is  well  paid.  Possibly,  however, 
tiie  whole  account  is  &l«e.  SuppcMe  no  aumeen  la  einptojed 
and  the  renter  is  held  to  the  tenor  of  his  engagement,  the 
loas,  if  real,  must  oocasion  his  ruin,  unleM  bia  aBsessment  ia 
Tery  moderate  indeed. 

"  I  may  renture  to  pronounce,  that  the  real  rtate  of  the 
districts  is  now  tea?  known,  and  the  rerenue  lees  understood, 
than  in  the  year  1774.  Since  the  natives  have  had  the  dis- 
pose of  accounts,  since  they  have  been  introduced  as  g^ente 
and  trusted  with  authority,  intricacy  and  confusion  have 
taken  place  ;  the  records  and  accounts  which  have  been  com- 
piled are  numerous ;  yet  when  anr  particular  account  if 
wuited,  it  cannot  be  found.  It  is  tLe  business  of  all,  from 
the  ryots  to  the  dewan,  to  conceal  and  deceive.  The  sim- 
plest matters  of  fact  are  designedly  covered  with  a  veil 
through  which  no  human  understanding  con  penetrate. 

"  W  ith  respect  to  the  present  committee  of  revenue,  it  is 
morally  impossible  for  them  to  execute  the  business  they  are 
intrusted  with.  They  are  invested  with  a  general  control, 
and  they  have  an  eiecutive  authority  larger  than  ever  was 
before  given  to  any  board  or  body  of  men.  They  may  and 
must  get  through  the  business.  But  to  pretend  to  assert 
that  they  really  eieeute  it,  would  be  folly  and  falsehood. 

"  The  grand  object  of  the  native  dewannies  was  to  acquire 
independent  control,  and  for  many  years  they  hare  pursued 
this  with  wonderful  art.  The  farmers  and  zemindars  undn 
the  committee  prosecute  the  same  plan,  and  have  already 
objections  to  anything  that  has  the  least  appearance  of  re> 
atriction.  All  control  removed,  they  can  plunder  aa  they 
please. 

"The  committee  must  have  a  dewan  or  eiecutive  ofGcer, 
call  him  by  what  name  you  please.  This  man,  in  fact,  has 
all  the  revenues  paid  at  the  presidency  at  his  disposal,  and 
can,  if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring  all  the  renters  nnder  contri- 
bution. It  is  of  little  advantage  to  restrain  the  committee 
themselves  from  bribery  or  corruption,  when  their  executive 
officer  has  the  power  of  protecting  both  undetected. 

"  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  native  on  such  an  oft- 

casion  would  fill  a,    volume.     He  discovers  the  secret  re- 

■ources  of  the  zemindars  and  renters,  their  enemies   and 

Detitora,  and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear  raised  upon 
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I  l^eee  foundations  he  can  work  them  to  hia  purpose. 

committee,  with  the  best  ioteutions,  best  abilities,  and  steal- 
^  iest  application,  must  after  all  be  a  tool  in  the  hand  of  their 

Here  is  the  afcaunt  of  Mr.  Haatinga's  new  committee  of 

revenue,  substituted  in  the  place  of  an  establishment  made 
by  act  of  parliament;  bere  is  what  he  has  substituted  for 
I  provincial  councils.  Here  is  what  he  has  substituted  in  the 
n  of  the  whole  regular  order  of  the  service,  which  he 
\  totally  subverted.  Can  we  add  anything  to  this  picture  ? 
J  Can  we  heighten  it  ?  Can  we  do  anything  more  than  to  re- 
n  commend  it  to  your  lordships'  serious  consideration  ? 

But  before  I  flnallj  dismiss  this  part  of  our  chaise,  I  must 
[  lequest  your  lordships'  most  earnest  attention  to  the  true 
1  character  of  these  atrocious  proceedings,  as  they  now  stand 
B  proved  before  you,  by  direct  or  the  strongest  presumptive 
I  evidence  upon  the  Company's  records,  and  by  his  own  con- 
I  fesstons  and  declarations,  and  those  of  hia  most  intimate 
i  friends  and  avowed  agents.  Tour  lordships  will  recollect 
J  that,  previously  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 
K  the  Governor- General,  in  1772,  the  collection  of  the  revenuea 
.  committed  to  a  naib  dowan,  or  native  collector,  under  the 
f^eontrol  of  the  supreme  council;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  did 
|l  at  that  time,  and  upon  various  occasions  afterwards,  declare 
I  it  to  be  his  decided  and  fixed  opinion,  that  nothing  would  be 
R  bo  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  and  to  the 
[  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  provinces, 
A  changes,  and  more  especially  sudden  changes,  in  the  col- 
I  lection  of  their  revenues.  His  opinion  was  also  most  strongly 
I  and  reiterated^  pressed  upon  him  by  his  masters,  the  court 
I  of  directors.  The  first  step  taken  after  his  appointment  was 
to  abolish  the  oliice  of  naib  dewan,  and  to  send  a  committea 
I  through  the  provinces,  at  the  expense  of  £50,000  a  year,  to 
I  make  a  settlement  of  rents  to  be  paid  by  the  natives  for  five 
I  years.  At  the  same  time  he  appointed  one  of  the  Company's 
I  eervants  to  be  the  collector  in  each  province,  and  he  abol- 
i  aahed  the  general  board  of  revenue,  which  had  been  estab- 
\  lished  at  Moorahedabad,  chiefly  for  the  following  reasons ; 
I  that  by  its  exercising  a  separate  control,  the  members  of  the 
|.<wapr8iue  council  at  Calcutta  were  prevented  &om  acquiring 
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that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  revenues  which  wu 
necesBaiy  to  persons  in  their  station;  and  hecanae  majiy  of 
tiie  powers  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  revennes  could 
not  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council.  In  consideration 
of  these  opinions,  orders,  and  declarations,  he,  in  1773, 
Abolished  the  ot&ce  of  coOector,  and  transferred  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues  to  several  coudciIb  of  revenue,  called 
Eovincial  councOs,  and  recommended  their  perpetual  estab- 
hment  by  act  of  parliament.  In  the  year  1774,  in  con- 
tradiction of  hia  former  opinion,  respecting  the  neeeBsity  of 
the  supreme  council  poaseasing  all  posaihle  means  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  revenue,  he  again 
recommended  the  continuance  of  the  provincial  councils  in 
ftU  their  parte.  This  he  again  declared  to  be  his  deliberate 
opinion  in  1775  and  in  1776.  In  the  mean  time  a  majority 
of  the  Bupreme  council,  coDBisting  of  members  who  had 
generally  diflered  in  opinion  from  Mr.  Hastings,  had  trans- 
mitted their  advice  to  the  court  of  directers,  recommending 
some  changes  in  the  system  of  provincial  councils.  The  di- 
rectora,  in  their  reply  to  this  recommendation,  did,  in  1777, 
order  the  supreme  council  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  it  to  them  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

No  Huch  plan  was  transmitted ;  but  in  the  year  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  he  again 
changed  the  whole  system,  both  of  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue and  of  the  executive  administration  of  civil  and  criminal 
justice.  And  who  were  the  persons  substituted  in  the  place 
of  those  whom  he  removed  ?  Names,  my  lords,  with  which 
you  are  already  but  too  well  acquainted.  At  their  head 
stands  Munny  Begum ;  then  comes  his  own  domestic  and 

frivate  bribe-agent,  Ghinga  Govin  Sing ;  then  his  banyan, 
lantoo  Baboo  ;  then  that  instrument  of  all  evil,  Debi  8mg; 
then  the  whole  tribe  of  his  dependant*,  white  and  black, 
whom  he  made  farmers  of  the  revenue,  with  Colonel  Han- 
nay  at  their  head  ;  and  lastly,  his  confidential  reaidents,  se- 
cret agents,  and  private  secretaries,  Mr.  Middleton,  Major 
Palmer,  &c.  &c. — Can  your  lordships  doubt,  for  a  single  in- 
stant, of  the  real  spirit  of  these  proceedings  ?  Can  you  doubt 
of  the  whole  design  having  originated  and  ended  in  corruption 
tad  peculation  ? 
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f  Ve  have  fiilly  stated  to  you,  from  the  authority  of  these 

ties  themselveB,  the  eiFects  and  conaequeneea  of  these 

3eding8 — namely,  the  dilapidation  of  the  revenuM,  and 

ruin  and  desolation  of  the  provinces.     And,  my  lords, 

Aat  eke  could   have  been  expected  or  designed   by  thia 

Creeping  aubyereion  of  the  control  of  the  Company's  sery- 

'  i  over  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  vesting  ot 

a  a  black  dewan,  but  fraud  and  peculation  ?     What  else, 

Jr  fifty,  was  to  be  expected  in  the  inestricable  turnings  and 

fcrin»iings  of  that  black  mystery  of  iniquity,  but  the  conceal- 

'■[lent  of  every  species  of  wrong,  violence,  outrage,  and  op- 

F'^iression  P     Tour  lordships  then  have  seen  that  the  whole 

I  koountry  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing;  and 

when  you  remember  who  this  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was,  and 

*     T  effectually  Mr.  Hastings  had  secured  him  against  de- 

tion,  in  every  part  of  his  malpractices  and  atrocities,  can 

(ou  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  believe  that  the  whole  project 

a  planned  and  eiecuted  for  the  purpose  of  putting  all 

Qgal  under  contribution  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?     But  if  you 

)  resolved,  after  all  this,  to  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 

I  Mr.  Hastings — if  you  have  taken  it  into  your  heads,  for  rea- 

B  ilROUH  best  known  to  yourselves,  to  imagine  that  he  has  some 

ft  ijiiddea  virtues,  wbicL  in  the  government  of  Bengal  he  has 

B-inot  displayed,  and  which,  to  us  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

'^ve  not  been  discernible  in  any  one  single  instance ;  these 

J  may  be  fit  subjects  for  paragraphs  in  newspapers — 

El^ey  may  be  pleaded  for  him  by  the  partisans  of  his  Indian 

^letion.     But  your  lordships  will  do  well  to  remember  that 

it  is  not  to  Mr,  Hastings  himself  that  you  are  trusting,  but 

'">  Goinga  Govin  Sing.     If  the  committee  were  tools  in  hia 

inds,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  have  also  been  a  tool  in  his 

nds  ? — If  they,  with  whom  he  daily  and  hourly  had  to 

insact  business,  and  whose  office  it  was  to  control  and  re- 

,  were  unable  so  to  do,  is  this  control  and  restraint 

to  be  expected  from  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  hia  confidant, 

vid  whose  corrupt  transactions  he  could  at  miy  time  discover 

to  the  world  p     My  worthy  colleague  has  traced  the  whole 

of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  account,  in  the  most  clear  and  satis- 

feetory  manner,  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing — him  fij^t — him  laal 

— him  midst,  and  without  end.     If  we  fail  of  the  conviction 

of  the  priM>ner  at  your  bar,  your  lordships  will  not  haye  bo> 
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rely,  but  you  will  confirm  all  tlte 
Gm^  Govit)  Sing,  You  will  re- 
iidiju]  Goreroor  of  India.  Yes,  m;  lords, 
kt  na  lejnee  in  tiaa  man.  Let  ua  adopt  him  as  our  owil 
Let  oar  eoontiT,  let  this  House,  be  proud  of  him  !  If  Mr. 
HastingB  caa  be  acquitted,  we  must  admit  Qunga  Govin 
Sing's  goTeniiDmt  to  be  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  mankind.  But  if  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  govemment 
be  the  greatest  curse  that  ever  befell  suffering  humanity,  as 
we  assert  it  to  have  been,  there  is  the  man  that  placed  bim 
in  it ;  there  is  bis  &ther,  his  godfather,  the  first  author  and 
origin  of  all  these  evils  and  calamities.  My  lords,  remember 
Dinagepore ;  remember  the  bribe  of  £40,000  which  Gunga 
Govin  bing  procured  for  Mr.  Hastings  in  that  province,  and 
the  subsequent  horror  of  that  scene. 

But,  my  lords,  do  you  eitend  your  confidence  to  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  ?  Not  even  the  fece  of  this  man,  to  whom  the 
revenues  of  the  Company,  together  with  the  estates,  fortunei, 
reputations,  and  lives  of  the  mhabitanta  of  that  country  were 
delivered  over,  is  known  in  those  provinces.  He  resides  at 
Calcutta,  and  is  represented  by  a  variety  of  under  ^^nts. 
Do  you  know  Govin  Ghose  ?  Do  you  know  Nundalol  ?  Do 
you  know  the  whole  tribe  of  peculators,  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
calls  his  faithful  domestic  servants  f  Do  vou  know  all  the 
persons  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing  must  employ  in  the  various 
ramifications  of  the  revenues  throughout  all  the  provinces? 
Are  you  prepared  to  trust  ail  these  F  The  board  of  revenne 
has  confessed  that  it  could  not  control  them.  Mr.  Hastings 
himself  could  not  control  them.  The  establiahmeot  of  ttua 
system  was  like  Sin's  opening  the  gates  of  hell ;  like  her  be 
could  open  the  gate,  but  to  shut,  as  Milton  says,  exceeded 
his  power.  The  former  establishments,  if  detective,  or  if 
abuses  were  found  in  them,  might  have  been  corrected. 
There  was  at  least  the  means  ot  detecting  and  punishing 
abuse.  But  Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  means  of  doing 
either,  by  putting  the  whole  country  into  the  hands  of  Gunga 
Govin  Sing. 

Now,  having  seen  aU  these  things  done,  look  to  the  ac- 
09unt.     Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  look  at  this 
'    IM  as  a  mere  account  of  revenue.     You  will  find,  on 
tg  the  three  years  in  which  Mr.  Hasttiigs  was  in  tlu 
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minority  with  the  three  years  after  the  appointment  of  thia 
committee,  that  the  asaeBsment  upon  the  country  increased, 
but  that  the  revenue  was  diminished;  and  jou  will  also  find, 
which  ia  a  matter  that  ought  to  astonish  you,  that  the  ex- 
penaea  of  the  collections  were  increased  by  no  less  a  Bum 
than  £500,000.  Tou  may  judge  from  this  what  riot  there 
was  in  rapacity  and  ravage,  both  amongst  the  European  and 
native  agents,  but  chiefly  amongst  the  natives ;  for  Mr. 
Hastings  did  not  divide  the  greatest  part  of  this  spoil  among 
the  Company's  serrants,  but  among  this  gang  of  black  de- 
pendants. 

These  accounts  are  in  pages  1273  and  1274  of  your  min- 
utes. My  lords,  weighty  indeed  would  have  been  the  charge 
brought  before  your  lordships  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  agaiust  the  prisoner  at  youf  bar,  if  they  had  fixed 
upon  no  other  crime  or  misdemeauour  than  that  which  I  am 
now  pressing  upon  you.  His  throwing  off  the  allegiance  of 
the  Company,  his  putting  a  black  master  over  himself,  and 
his  subjecting  the  whole  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriasa,  the 
whole  of  the  Company's  servants,  the  Company's  revenues, 
the  Company's  farms,  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  But,  my  lords, 
it  is  a  very  curious  and  remarSable  thing,  that  we  have  traced 
this  man  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker  up  to  the  time  of  the 
nomination  of  this  committee  ;  we  have  traced  him  through 
a  regular  series  of  bribery ;  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker 
at  Patna;  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker  at  Nuddea  ;  he 
is  his  bribe  broker  at  Dinagepore ;  we  find  him  his  bribe 
broker  in  all  these  places ;  but  from  the  moment  that  this 
committee  was  constituted,  it  became  a  gulf  ia  which  the 
prevention,  the  detection,  and  the  correction  of  all  kind  of 
abuses  were  sunk  and  lost  for  ever.  From  the  time  when 
this  committee  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing  were  appointed,  you 
do  not  find  one  word  more  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.  Had 
he  then  ceased  to  receive  any  ?  or  where  are  you  to  look  for 
them  ?  Tou  are  to  look  for  them  in  that  £500,000  excess  of 
expense  in  the  revenue  department,  and  in  the  rest  of  all  that 
corrupt  traffic  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  of  which  we  gave  you 
specimens  at  the  time  we  proved  his  known  bribes  to  you. 
These  are  nothing  but  index  hands  to  point  out  to  you  the 
immense  mass  of  corruption  which  had  its  origin  and  was 
duly  accumidating  in  these  provinces,  under  the  protectioa 
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^m      of  Ur.  Hastiiigs.     And  can  you  think,  and  can  we  talk  d 

H      Buch  traasactions,  without  feeliug  emotium  of  indignatioa 

H      and  horror  not  to  be  described  ?     Con  we  contemplate  such 

V      scenes  aa  these— can  we  look  upon  thoee  desolated  proyinces 

— upon  a  country  bo  ravaged — a  people  bo  eubdued— Ma^ 

homedans,  Geatooa,  our  own  countrymen  all  trampled  under 

foot  by  this  tyrant ;  can  we  do  thia  without  giving  erprea- 

sioa  to  those  feelings  which,  after  animating  us  in  this  life, 

will  comfort  ua  when  we  die,  and  will  form  our  best  part  in 

another  P 

My  lords,  I  am  now  at  the  last  day  of  my  endearoun  to 
inspire  your  lordships  with  a  just  sense  of  these  unexampled 
atrocities.  I  have  had  a  great  encyclopedia  of  crimes  to  deal 
with  ;  I  will  get  through  them  aa  soon  aa  I  can  ;  and  I  pray 
your  lordships  to  believe,  that  if  I  omit  anything,  it  is  fa> 
time  I  sacrifice  it ;  that  it  is  to  want  of  strength  I  sacrifice 
it ;  that  it  is  to  necessity,  and  not  from  any  despair  of  making 
from  the  records  and  from  the  evidence,  matter  so  omitted  as 
black  aa  anything  that  I  have  vet  brought  before  you. 

Tbe  nett  thing  of  which  I  have  to  remind  your  lordshipi 
respecting  these  black  agents  of  tbe  prisoner  is,  that  we  find 
him,  just  before  his  departure  from  India,  recommending  three 
of  them^Gunga  Govin  Sing,  Gunga  Ghose,  and  Xundalol — 
as  persons  fit  and  necessary  to  be  rewarded  for  their  seiricea 
by  the  Companv.  Xow  your  lordships  will  find  that,  of  these 
nithful  domestic  servants,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  was 
not  concented  in  these  enormous  briberies,  and  in  betraying 
their  own  native  and  natoral  master.  If  I  had  time  for  it,  I 
believe  I  could  trace  eveiy  person  to  be,  in  proportion  to  Sir. 
Hastings's  confidence  in  him,tbe  author  of  some  great  villany. 
These  persona  be  thinks  had  not  been  sufficiently  rewarded, 
and  araordiogly  he  recommends  to  the  board,  aa  his  dying 
legacy,  provision  for  these  faithiiil,  attached  Bervants  of  his, 
and  particularly  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  manner  in 
which  this  man  was  to  be  rewarded  makes  a  part  of  the  lufr- 
tory  of  these  transactions,  as  curious  perhaps  aa  was  ever  ei- 
hibit«d  to  the  world.  Your  lordships  will  find  it  in  page 
2841  ofyour  minutes. 

The  Bajah  of  Dinagepore  W3s  a  ohOd  at  that  time  about 

rjean  old,  and  had  succeeded  to  the  Bajafasbip  (bf 
— '--  I  ahaU  say  nothing)  when  be  was  about  m 
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jeara  old.  He  is  made  to  apply  to  Mr.  HaBtinga  for  leave  tn 
.grant  a  very  considerable  part  of  bia  eatate  to  Griinga  G-ovin 
Sinz,  B3  a,  reward  for  his  eervicea.  Theae  aervicea  could  only 
be  Known  to  the  Eajah'a  family,  by  baying  robbed  it  of  at 
^eaat  £40,000,  the  bribe  given  to  Mr.  Haatinga.  But  the 
Kajah'a  family  ia  ao  little  aatiafied  with  this  bouotifid  and 
iberal  donation  to  Gunga  Goviu  Sing,  that  they  deaire  that 
several  pergunnaha  or  farma,  that  are  mentioned  in  tlie  appli- 
cation made  to  the  council,  abould  be  aeparated  from  the 
family  estate  and  given  to  this  man.  Such  was  thia  eitraor- 
dioBiy  gratitude ;  gratitude  not  for  money  received,  but  for 
money  taken  away ;  a  species  of  gratitude  unknown  in  any 

Eart  of  the  world  but  in  India ;  gratitude  pervadmg  every 
ranch  of  the  family  ;  his  mother  coming  forward  and  peti- 
tioning likewiae  that  her  son  abould  be  diaiuberited;  bia 
oncie,  the  natural  protector  and  guardian  of  his  minority, 
coming  forward,  and  petitioning  most  earnestly  that  hia 
nephew  should  be  diainherited ;  all  the  family  join  in  one 
voice  of  supplication  to  Mr.  Hastings  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
may  have  a  very  large  and  considerable  part  of  their  family 
eatate  given  to  him.  Mr.  Haatinga,  after  declaring  that  cer- 
tain eircumatances  reapecting  this  property,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  hia  minutes,  were  to  hia  knowledge  true,  but  which 
£)ar  lordahipa  upon  examination  will  find  to  be  false,  and 
laified  in  every  particular,  recommends  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  the  board  a  compliance  with  thia  application. 
He  was  at  thia  time  on  the  eve  of  hia  departure  from  India, 
in  baste  to  provide  for  bia  faithful  Bcnanta ;  and  be  well 
knew  that  this  hia  last  act  would  be  held  binding  upon  hia 
sueceaaors,  who  were  devoted  to  him. 

Here,  indeed,  ia  genuine  and  heroic  gratitude  ;  gratitude 
for  money  received,  not  for  money  taken  away ;  and  yet  thia 
gratitude  was  towarda  a  person  who  had  paid  himself  out  of 
the  benefit  which  had  been  conferred,  at  tbe  espense  of  a 
third  party.  For  Gunga  Govin  Sing  had  kept  for  himself 
£20,000  out  of  £40,000  taken  from  tbe  Bajab.  For  thia 
cheat,  atated  by  Mr,  Larkina  to  be  such,  and  allowed  by  Mr. 
Haatinga  himself  to  be  auch  -  he,  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  that  fraud  and  cheat  committed  upon  the  public  (for  be 
pretends  that  the  money  was  meant  for  tbe  Company),  makes 
this  supplication  to  his  colleagues,  and  depaits. 
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After  hU  departure,  Gimga  Gorin  Sing,  relyiog  upon  the 
continuance  ot  the  corrupt  influence  wbich  he  bad  gained, 
had  the  impudence  to  come  forward  and  demand  the  confir- 
mation of  this  grant  by  the  council  general.  The  counoil, 
though  willing  to  accede  to  Mr.  HaHtinga'e  proposition,  were 
Btop[)ed  in  a  moment  by  petitions  much  more  natural,  but  of 
a  direct  contrary  tenor.  The  poor  infant  Rojah  raises  hia 
cries  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  inheritance  ;  hia  mother  comes 
forward  and  conjures  the  council  not  to  oppress  her  son  and 
wrong  her  family  ;  the  uncle  cornea  and  supplicates  the  board 
to  Bave  from  ruin  these  devoted  victims  which  were  under 
his  protection.  All  these  counter-petitions  come  before  the 
council,  while  the  ink  is  hardly  dry  upon  the  petitions  which 
Mr.  Hastings  had  left  behind  him,  as  proofs  of  the  deaire  of 
this  family  to  be  disinherited  in  favour  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  these  remonstrances,  the  board  could  not 
proceed  in  the  business,  and  accordingly  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
was  defeated. 

But  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  unwilling  to  quit  his  prey. 
And  what  does  he  do  P — 1  desire  your  lordships  to  consider 
seriously  the  reply  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  it  appears  upon 
your  minutes. — It  is  a  bold  answer.  He  denies  the  right  of 
the  Bajah  to  these  estates.  Why,  says  he,  all  property  in  this 
country  depends  upon  the  will  of  your  government  j  bow 
came  this  Kajah's  family  into  possession  of  this  great  zemin- 
dary  P  Why,  they  got  it  at  farst  by  the  mere  favour  of  go- 
rernment.  The  whole  was  an  iniquitous  transaction.  This 
is  a  family  that  in  some  former  age  has  robbed  others,  and  now 
let  me  rob  them.  In  support  of  this  claim  he  adds  the  ea- 
istenee  of  other  precedents ;  namely,  that  many  clerks  or 
rautseddiea  and  banyans  at  Calcutta  had,  as  he  aaya,  got  pos- 
aession  of  the  lands  of  other  people,  without  any  pretence  of 
right.^Why  should  not  I  ?  Good  God,  what  precedents  are 
these ! — Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  the  razynama,  or  testi- 
monial, which,  since  Mr.  Haatiugs'a  arrival  in  England,  this 
Eajah  has  been  induced  to  send  to  the  Company  from  India, 
and  you  will  judge  then  of  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  left  that  country.  Hearken,  my  lords,  I  pray  you,  to  the 
razynama  of  this  man,  from  whom  £40,000  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  against  whom  an 
'     IfiJ  ***  made  by  the  same  persons  to  deprive  bim  trf  hit 
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inberitance  Listen  to  this  razynama,  and  then  judge  o^  all 
the  other  testimoniala  which  have  heeu  produced  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  Hia  counsel  rest  upon  them — 
they  glory  in  them,  and  we  ahaU  not  abate  them  one  of  theee 
precious  testimonials.  They  put  the  voice  of  grateful  India 
against  the  voice  of  ungrateful  England.  Wow,  hear  what 
grateful  India  eaya,  after  our  having  told  you  for  what  it  was 
ao  grateful. 

"  I,  Bodaunat,  zemindar  of  pei^unnah  Havelly  Fenjuna, 
&c.,  commonly  called  Dinagepore  : — Aa  it  has  been  learnt  by 
the  mutseddiea  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  zemindary 
that  the  ininiatera  of  England  are  displeased  with  the  late 
Governor,  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  upon  the  suspicion  that  he 
oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  and  force,  and 
ruined  the  country  ;  therefore,  we,  upon  the  strength  of  our 
religion,  which  we  think  it  incumbent  ou  ajid  necessary  for 
us  to  abide  by,  following  the  roles  laid  down  in  giving  evi- 
dence, declare  the  particulars  of  the  deeds  of  Warren  Haat^ 
ingB,  Esq.,  full  of  circumspection  and  caution,  civility  and 
justice,  superior  to  the  conduct  of  the  moat  learned ;  and  by 
representing  what  is  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts  that  have 
poBsessed  the  minds  of  the  ministers  of  England.  That  Mr. 
Hastinsa  is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confidence,  and  yielding 
protection  to  ua ;  that  he  ia  clear  of  the  contamination  of 
mistrust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  covetousness  or 
avarice.  During  the  time  of  hia  administration,  no  one  saw 
other  conduct  than  that  of  protection  to  the  husbandmen  and 
justice  i  no  inhabitant  ever  eiperienced  afflictions ;  no  one 
ever  felt  oppression  from  him  ;  our  reputations  have  alwayn 
been  guarded  from  attacks  by  his  prudence,  and  our  families 
have  always  been  protected  by  hia  justice." 

Good  Gk)d!  my  loTda,— "our  families  protected  hy  his  jus- 
tice !"  What!  after  Gunga  Govin  8mg,  in  concert  with 
Mr.  Hastings,  had  firat  robbed  him  of  £40,000,  and  then  hac 
attempted  to  snatch,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 
and  auckiinga  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers,  and  to  deprive 
this  infant  of  a  great  part  of  his  family  estate !  Here  ia  a 
child  eleven  years  old,  who  never  could  have  seen  Mr.  Host- 
;  who  could  know  nothing  of  him  but  from  the  beai^ 
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band  of  oppression,  affliction,  wrong,  and  robbery,  bn.iight  to 
bewe  testimony  to  the  virtues  of  Mr.  liaatings  before  a  Bri 
tish  parliament.  Such  ia  the  confidence  they  repose  in  their 
hope  of  having  bribed  the  English  nation  by  the  millions  and 
millions  of  money,  the  countless  lacks  of  rupees,  poured  into 
it  from  India,  that  they  had  dared  to  bring  this  poor  robbed 
infant  to  bear  testimony  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
These  are  the  things  which  are  to  be  opposed  to  the  mass  of 
evidence  which  the  House  of  Commoas  bring  against  this 
man;  eyidence  which  they  bring  from  bja  own  acts,  his  own 
writing,  and  his  own  records  ;  a  cloud  of  testimony  furnished 
by  himself,  in  support  of  charges  brought  forward  and  urged 
by  us  aereeabl)^  to  the  magnitude  of  his  crimes,  with  the 
horror  which  is  inspired  by  them,  and  with  the  contempt  due 
to  this  paltry  attempt  towards  his  defence — which  they  had 
dared  to  produce  irom  the  hands  of  an  infant  but  deren 
years  old  when  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  that  country. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  razynama : — "  Me  noTor  omitted 
[he  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us,  but  healed  the 
wounds  of  despair  with  the  salve  of  consolation,  by  means  of 
his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never  permitting  one  of 
us  to  sink  into  the  pit  of  despondence  ;  he  supported  ereiy 
one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men 
by  his  authority,  tied  the  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong- 
est bandage  of  justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the 
pleasing  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us ;  he  reestab- 
lished justice  and  impartiality.  We  were  during  his  govern- 
ment in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  happiness  and  case,  and  many 
of  us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was  weU 
acijuainted  with  our  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always 
desirous  in  every  respect  of  doing  whatever  would  preserre 
our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them  against  every  kind  of  ac- 
cident and  injury ;  and  at  all  times  protected  us.  Whatever 
we  have  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  happened  from 
him,  we  have  written  without  deceit  or  exaggeration.." 

My  lords,  before  I  take  leave  of  this  affair  of  bribes  and  of 
the  great  bribe-broker,  let  me  just  ofier  a  remark  to  your 
lordahips  upon  one  curious  transaction.  My  lords,  we  have 
charged  a  bribe  taken  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  we  have 
stated  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  proceeding  which  atb    ' " 


it.  I  ttougbt  I  had  done  with  Oude;  but  aa  there  is  s 
golden  chain  between  all  the  virtues,  so  there  is  a  goldeu 
chain  which  links  together  aJl  the  rices.  Mr.  Hastinga,  as 
yon  have  seen,  and  as  my  honourable  colleague  has  fully 
opened  it  to  you,  received  a  bribe  or  corrupt  present  from  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  in  September,  1781.  We  heard  no  more  of 
thia  bribe  than  what  we  had  etflted  (no  other  trace  of  it  ever 
appearing  in  the  Company's  records,  except  in  a  private  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  after- 
wards in  a  communication  such  as  you  have  heard  through 
Mr.  Larkins),  till  October,  1783. 

But,  my  lords,  we  have  since  discovered,  through  and  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  disputes  which  took  place  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  the  clan  of  residents  that  were  io  Oude, 
the  resident  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Bristow,  the  two  residents 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr,  Johnson,  and  the 
two  residents  sent  by  him  to  watch  over  all  the  rest,  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy, — upon  quarrels,  I  say,  between 
them,  we  discovered  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  received  the  offer 
«f  a  present  of  £100,000  in  February,  1782.  This  circum- 
stance is  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middleton's,  in  which 
"he  informs  Mr.  Hastings  that  the  Nabob  had  destined  such  a 
sum  for  him. 

Now  the  first  thing  that  will  occur  to  your  lordships,  upon 
Buch  an  affair,  will  be  a  desire  to  know  what  it  was  that  in- 
duced the  Nabob  to  make  this  offer.  It  was  but  in  the  Sep- 
'ember  preceding  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  receiTed,  for  his 
private  use,  as  the  Nabob  conceived,  so  bountiful  a  present  as 
£100,000 ;  what  motive  then  could  he  have  had  in  February 
to  offer  him  another  £100,000  ? — This  man,  at  the  time,  waa 

fiercing  heaven  itself  with  the  cries  of  despondency,  despair, 
Bggary,  and  ruin.  Ton  have  seen  that  he  was  forced  to  rob 
his  own  family,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  Company's  demands 
upon  him  ;  and  yet  this  is  precisely  the  time  when  he  thinks 
proper  to  offer  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Does  not  the  mind 
of  every  man  revolt,  whilst  he  esclaima,  and  say.  What ! 
another  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hastings !  What  reason  had  the 
Nabob  to  think  Mr.  Hastings  eo  monstrously  insatiable,  that, 
having  but  the  September  before  received  £100,000,  he  must 
give  hini  another  in  February  ? — My  lords,  he  must  in  the 
itatwral  have  threatened  the  Nabob  with  some  horrible  catas- 
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tnipbc,  from  which  he  wm  to  redeem  himsrlf  by  this  second 
I'lvwat.  You  can  uaign  no  other  motive  for  his  giving  it 
Wc  know  not  what  answer  Sir.  IliutingH  made  to  Mr.  Mid- 
(Ueloii  upon  that  occasion,  but  we  find  thai  in  the  year  1783 
)lr  Martin)^  asserts  that  he  sent  up  Mnjor  Palmer  and  Major 
l>»v».  to  MTHiiade  the  Nabob  to  tranaler  thin  present,  which 
thie  Nabob  intended  for  him,  to  the  Company's  service.  B«- 
niark,  my  hinli,  the  progress  of  this  affair.  In  a  formal  accu- 
■atiuo  prtiforred  against  Mr.  Middleton,  he  charges  him  with 
obalnictin^  tliia  design  of  his.  In  this  iiccusatton,  my  lords, 
you  flud  him  at  once  in  the  curious  character  of  prosecutor, 
witmwii,  and  judge. 

l*»  ua  i*e  how  he  comports  himself.  I  shall  only  state  to 
you  mk^  of  thti  articles  of  his  impeachment.  It  is  the  third 
ckat)jv  1  it  k  in  page  1267  of  your  lordships'  minutes : — 
'■  t'wr  •MttKne  rvpMUedl^  to  the  Viiier  and  to  hia  minister, 
Uyik'F  tfaiig  Kh&a.  to  advue  them  i^ainst  transferring  the  tea 
hiiAt  i-f  rupieea,  intended  as  a  present  to  the  Govemor- 
^ivuiTuJ,  to  the  Company's  account;  asit  wouldbeaprecedent 
Ibr  ttu-thwr  detuauds,  w&ich  if  the  Vieier  did  not  refuse  in  the 
tlntt  ttMtauKV.  thf  government  would  never  cease  to  haran 
hiu  for  luouii^y.'' 

'IHw  llrwt  tlitog  that  will  occur  to  your  lordships  ia  an  as- 
WJEttou  vf  thd  aci'UM'r's  : — "  1  am  morally  certain  that  jay* 
diMils  wr  aimftit  for  lea  la<.-ks,  either  in  assignment  of  land  or 
ilk  Wit,  iiad  bewu  prvpiuvd,  and  were  in  the  charge  or  poeses* 
aiwu  vf  Mr,  Uivk-tlvtou.  befot*  Major  Palmer's  arrival,  and  Irft 
wtth  Ur.  tt<,>htuK>u  on  Mr.  Middleton's  departure." 

IVtv  li.vitn,  hero  is  an  accusation  that  Mr.  Middleton  bad 
l^i'lwuly  rvctHved  money,  either  in  bUis  or  assets  of  some  kind 
W  •A'hm  i  Mud  llukt,  upon  quitting  his  residenc}-,  he  had  handed 
ill  9<lw  ls>  hia  sttcceesor,  Mr.  Johnson.     Here  are  then  facts 
kttd  we  must  suppose  substantiated.     Here  is  a 
)  be  aoronnted  for.  iu  which  there  is  a  gross 
loily  charged  as  to  these  particulara,  in  Mir. 
Mr.  Maepherson,  anotbw  member  of  the 
;;\\l  that  he  understood  at  the  time,  that  the 
1. .       lu't  ually  deposited  in  bills,  and  that  it  was  not 
>vii.i'  :ii.jnU'  by  ihe  Nabob  to  pay  such  s  sum  from  the 
Winiauc  tvf  |)m>  txiunirr.     Mr.  Hastily  has  tbeiMt  &cta 
UktUk     U*deelaN«thMbewas''BorW/)rcHtaiii" 
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•f  it ;  that  is,  as  certaiu  as  a  man  can  be  of  anything,  because 
physical  oertttudo  does  not  beloug  to  such  matters.  The  first 
thing  you  wiE  naturally  ask  is,  "Why  does  Le  not  ask  Mr. 
Johnson  how  he  bod  dispoHed  of  that  money  which  Mr,  Mid- 
dleton  had  put  ia  iiis  bands  p  He  does  no  auL-b  thing  ;  be 
pasBCB  over  it  totally,  as  if  it  were  no  part  of  the  matter  in 
questton,  and  the  accusation  against  Mr,  Middleton  termi- 
nates in  the  manner  you  will  there  find  etated.  When  Mr, 
Johnson  is  asked,  Wliy  was  not  tliat  money  applied  to  the 
Company's  service  P  he  boldly  steps  forward,  and  says,  I  pre- 
vented it  from  being  so  applied.  It  never  was,  it  never  ought 
to  have  been  bo  applied ;  such  an  appropriation  of  money  to 
be  taken  from  the  Nabob  would  have  been  enormous  upoa 
that  occasion. 

What  then  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Does  he  examine  Mr. 
Middleton  upon  the  subject,  who  charges  himself  with  having 
received  the  money  ? — Mr,  Middleton  was  at  that  very  time 
in  Calcutta,  called  down  thither  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 
One  would  naturally  expect  that  he  would  call  upon  hira  to 
exphoD  for  what  purpose  he  left  the  money  with  Mr.  John- 
son. He  did  no  such  thing.  Did  he  examine  Mr.  Johnson 
himself,  who  was  charged  with  having  received  the  money 
from  Mr.  Middleton  ?  Did  be  ask  him  what  he  bad  dono 
with  that  money  ?  Not  one  word.  Did  he  send  for  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy  to  account  for  it  p  No.  Did  he  call 
any  shroff,  any  banker,  any  one  person  concerned  io  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money ;  or  any  one  person  in  the  management 
of  the  revenue  ?  No,  not  one.  Directly  in  the  face  of  bis 
own  assertions,  directly  contrary  to  his  moral  conviction  of 
the  fact  that  the  money  had  been  actually  deposited,  he  tries 
Mr.  Johnson  coUusively  and  obliquely ;  not  upon  the  account 
of  what  was  done  with  the  money,  but  why  it  was  prevented 
from  being  applied  to  the  Company's  service  ;  and  he  acquits 
him  in  a  manner  that  {taking  the  whole  of  it  together)  will 
give  your  lordships  the  finest  idea  possible  of  a  Bengal  judi- 
cature, as  eserciaed  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

"I  am  not  sorry,"  says  he,  "that  Mr.  Johnson  chose  to 
defeat  my  intentions,  since  it  would  have  added  to  the  Nabob's 
distressea,  but  with  no  immediate  relief  to  the  Company. 
If  in  his  own  breast  be  can  view  the  secret  motives  of  this 
tnossction,  and  on  their  testimony  approve  it,  I  also  acquit 
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him. — Merciful  God !  Here  is  a  man  accused  by  regular 
articles  of  impeachment.  The  accuser  declares  he  ia  moreily 
certain  that  the  money  had  been  received,  but  was  prevented 
from  being  applied  to  its  deatination  by  the  person  accused, 
and  he  acquit^  him.  Doea  he  acquit  him  from  liis  own 
knowledge,  or  from  any  evidence?  No;  but  he  applies  to 
the  man's  conscience,  and  says,  if  you  in  your  conscience  can 
acquit  yourself,  I  acquit  you. 

Here  then  is  a  proceeding,  the  most  astonishing  and 
shameleas  that  perhaps  was  ever  witnessed ;  a  court  trying  a 
man  for  a  delinquency  and  misapplication  of  money,  destined, 
in  the  first  instance,  for  the  use  of  the  judge,  but  which  he 
declares  ought,  in  his  own  opinion,  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
public  use ;  and  which  he  was  desirous  of  applying  to  the 
Company's  service,  without  regard  to  hia  own  interest ;  and 
then  the  judge  declaring  he  ia  not  sorry  that  hia  purpose 
had  been  defeated  by  the  party  accused.  Instead,  however, 
of  censuring  tlie  accused,  ne  appUes  to  the  man's  own  con- 
science : — Does  your  conscience,  says  he,  acquit  you  of 
having  acted  wrong  ?  The  accused  makes  no  reply ;  and 
then  Mr.  Hastings,  by  an  hypothetical  conclusion,  acquits  him. 

Mr,  Hastings  is  accused  by  the  Commons,  for  that  having 
a  moral  certainty  of  the  money's  being  intended  for  his  use, 
he  would  not  have  ceased  to  inquire  into  the  actual  applica- 
tion of  it,  but  from  some  corrupt  motive  and  intention.  With 
this  he  is  charged.  He  comes  before  you  to  make  his  de- 
fence. Mr.  Middleton  ia  in  England.  Does  he  call  Mr. 
Middleton  to  explain  it  here  ?  Does  he  call  upon  Mr.  John- 
son, who  was  the  other  day  in  this  court,  to  account  for  it? 
Why  did  he  not,  when  he  sent  for  these  curious  papers  and 
testimonials  to  Major  Palmer  (the  person  authorized,  aa  he 
pretends,  by  him  to  reaign  all  his  pretensions  to  the  money 
procured),  send  for  Major  Palmer,  who  ia  the  person  that 
accused  him  in  thia  busineas  y  Why  not  aend  for  nim  to  bear 
some  testimony  respecting  it?  Mo  ;  he  had  time  enough; 
but  at  no  one  time,  and  in  no  one  place,  did  he  do  thia  ;  there- 
fore the  imputation  of  the  foulest  corruption  attaches  upon 
him,  joined  with  the  infamy  of  a  colluBive  prosecution,  in- 
stituted for  the  sake  of  a  collusive  acquittal. 

Having  explained  to  your  lordships  the  nature,  and  detailiwl 
the  circumstances,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  them,  at 
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"feia  fraudulent  transaction,  we  hai-e  only  further  to  remind 
you  that,  though  Mr.  Middleton  wua  declared  guilty  of  five 
of  the  six  charges  hrought  against  him  hy  Mr.  Hastings,  yet 
the  next  thing  yon  hear  ia,  that  Mr.  HastingB,  after  declanng 
that  this  conduct  of  Mr,  Middleton  had  heen.  very  had,  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  other  servants  of  the  Company  con- 
cerned with  him  had  heen  ten  times  worse,  he  directly  ap- 
points Slim  to  one  of  the  most  honourahle  ajid  confidential 
officea  the  Company  had  to  dispose  of— he  senda  him  ambas- 
Bador  to  the  Nizam ;  to  give  to  all  the  courts  of  India  a 
Bpecimen  of  the  justice,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British 
government. 

My  lords,  with  regard  to  the  bribe  for  the  entertainment, 
I  only  beg  leave  to  make  one  obaervation  to  you  upon  that 
article.  I  could  say,  if  the  time  would  admit  it,  a  great  deal 
upon  that  subject ;  hut  I  wish  to  compress  it,  and  I  shall 
therefore  only  recommend  it  in  general  to  your  lordships' 
deliberate  consideration.  The  covenant  subsisting  between 
the  Companj^  and  its  servants  was  made  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  putting  an  end  to  all  auch  entertainments.  By  this 
convention  it  is  ordered  that  no  presents  exceeding  £200 
ahall  be  accepted  upon  any  pretence  for  an  entertainment. 
The  covenant  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
receiving  money  for  entertainments,  even  when  visiting  an 
independent  oriental  prince.  But  your  lordships  know  that 
the  Nabob  was  no  prince,  but  a  poor,  miserable,  undone  de- 

fendant  upon  the  Company.  The  present  was  also  taken 
y  Mr.  Hastings  at  a  time  when  he  went  upon  the  eruel 
commission  of  cutting  down  the  Nabob's  allowance  from 
aE400,000  to  £260,000— and  when  he  was  reducing  to  beg- 
gary thouaanda  of  persons  who  were  dependent  for  broad  upon 
the  Nabob,  and  ruining  perhaps  forty  thousand  others.  I 
shall  say  no  more  upon  that  auhject,  though,  in  truth,  it  is  a 
thing  upon  which  much  observation  might  be  made. 
.  I  shall  now  pass  on  to  another  article  connected  with, 
ttough  not  making  a  direct  part  of,  that  of  corrupt  bribery ; 
t  mean  the  swindling  subterfuges  by  which  he  has  attempted 
to  justify  hia  corrupt  practices.  At  one  time  he  defenda 
them  by  pleading  the  necessities  of  his  own  affaira,  as  when 
ho  takes  presenta  and  entertainmeuta  avowedly  for  hia  own 
profits.     At  smother  time  he  defends  them  by  pleading  tbs 
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goodness  of  his  intentions.  He  intended,  he  Ba^s,  to  give  tiitt 
nioiier  to  the  Company.  Hia  last  plea  has  something  in  it 
(whicii  shall  I  say  ?)  of  a  more  awfii  or  of  a  more  abandoned 
ckanitrr,  or  of  both.  In  tbe  settlement  of  hia  public  ac- 
cuuut  before  he  left  India,  he  takes  credit  for  a  bond  which 
he  had  received  from  Nobkisatu,  upon  some  account  or  other. 
He  then  retxirns  to  England,  and  what  does  he  do?  Pay  off? 
>'»,  Oive  up  the  bond  to  the  Company  ?  No.  He  Bays,  I 
will  Mojuut  to  the  Company  for  this  money ;  and  when  ho 
conies  tt>  ?ire  this  account  of  the  expenditure  of  this  money, 
jouc  lordships  will  not  be  a  little  astonished  at  the  items  of 
It.  Ooe  is  for  founding  a  Mahomedan  coUege.  It  is  a  very 
■tntnge  thin^  tbitt  Bajali  Nobkissin,  who  is  a  Qentoo,  should 
be  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  found  a  Mahomedan  college. 
VTe  will  allow  Mr.  Hastinga,  who  is  a  Christian,  or  would  be 
thought  a  Christian,  to  grow  pious  at  last ;  and  as  many 
others  have  done  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  fraud,  repa- 
city,  and  peculation,  to  seek  amends,  and  to  expiate  hia  crimes 
by  charitable  foundations.  Nay,  we  will  suppose  Mr.  Hast- 
ings  to  have  taken  it  into  his  head  to  turn  Mahomedan 
(Greutoo  he  eould  not),  and  to  have  designed  by  a  Mahomedan 
foundation  to  expiate  his  offences.  Be  it  so  ;  but  why  should 
Nobkissin  pay  for  it  ?  We  will  pass  over  this  also.  But  when 
TOUT  lordships  shall  hear  of  what  nature  that  foundation  was, 
1  believe  you  will  allow  that  a  more  extraordinary  history 
never  did  appear  lu  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  he  stated  to  the  council  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1781,  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1780,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  him  by  a  considerable  number  of  Musaul- 
meu ;  in  compliance  with  which  this  Mahomedan  college 
appears  to  have  been  founded.  It  next  appears  from  his 
statement,  that  iu  the  April  following  (that  is,  within  about 
six  months  after  the  foundation),  many  students  had  finished 
their  education.  Ton  see  what  a  hot-bed  bribeij  and  cor- 
, .  ■  Tuption  19  ;  our  universities  cannot  iurniab  an  education  in 
six  years.  In  India  they  have  completed  it  within  six  months, 
and  have  takeJl  their  degrees. 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  I  have  supported  this  establishment  to 

e  at  my  own  expense ;  I  desire  the  Company  wiU  now 

■ihai^  of  it.     He  then  calculates  what  the  ex- 

4  calculates  that  the  building  would  cost  about 
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£0,000,  and  he  geta  from  the  Company  a  bond  to  raise  money 
for  paying  this  £6,000.  Ton  apparently  have  the  building 
now  at  the  public  expense,  and  Mr.  liastings  atill  stands 
charged  with  the  eipense  of  the  college  for  sis  months.  He 
then  proposes  that  a  tract  of  land  sbonld  he  giren  for  the 
college,  to  the  value  of  about  3,000  odd  pounds  a  year  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  there  should  be  a  certain  sum  allotted 
for  its  expenses.  After  this  Mr.  Hastings  vrritea  a  letter  from 
the  Ganges  to  the  Company,  in  which  he  saja  not  a  word 
about  the  eipense  of  the  building ;  but  says  that  the  college 
was  founded  and  maintained  at  his  own  expense,  thougli  it 
was  thought  to  be  maintained  by  the  Company ;  and  he  fixes 
the  eommencement  of  the  expense  in  September,  1779.  But 
after  all,  we  find  that  the  very  profeaaor  who  was  to  be  set- 
tled there  never  so  much  as  arrived  in  Calcutta,  or  showed 
hia  face  there,  tiU  some  time  afterwards.  And  look  at  Mr. 
Larkins's  private  accounts,  and  you  will  find  that  be  c' 
the  expense  to  have  commenced  not  until  October,  1781. 
is  no  error,  because  it  runs  through  and  ia  ao  accounted  in  tne 
whole  ;  and  it  thua  appears  that  he  has  charged,  falsely  and 
fraudulently,  a  year  more  for  that  establishment  than  it  coat 
him. 

At  last  then,  when  be  was  coming  away  (for  I  haateu  to 
the  conduaioQ  of  an  affair,  ludicrous  indeed  in  some  respects, 
but  not  unworthy  of  your  lordehipa'  conaideration),  "  after 
remarking  that  he  had  eiperienced  for  three  years  the  utility 
of  this  institution,  he  recommenda  that  they  will  eatabliah  a 
fund  for  £3,000  a  year  for  it,  and  give  it  to  the  master."  He 
had  left  Gunga  Govin  Sing  as  a  Gentoo  legacy,  and  he  now 
leaves  the  Musaulmen  as  a  Mahomedan  legacy,  to  the  Com- 
pany. Toiu"  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  was  the  upshot 
of  the  whole.  The  Company  aoon  afterwards  hearing  that 
this  college  was  become  the  greatest  nuisance  in  Calcutta, 
and  that  it  had  raiaed  the  cries  of  all  the  inhabitanta  against 
it,  one  of  their  servants,  a  Mr.  Chapman,  waa  deputed  by 
the  Governor,  Sir  John  Shore,  to  examine  into  it,  and  your 
lordahipa  will  find  the  account  he  gives  of  it  in  your  minutes. 
In  short,  my  lords,  we  find  that  this  waa  a  seminary  of  rob- 
bers, house-breakers,  and  every  nuisance  to  society  ;  so  that 
the  Company  was  obliged  to  turn  out  the  master,  and  to 
'  '  "       '   'e.    Tour  lordahipa  will  now  judge  of  the 
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merits  and  Talue  of  this,  one  of  the  seta-oiF  brought  forward 
by  the  prisoner  against  the  ehargea  which  we  have  brought 
lorward  aguinBt  him  ;  it  began  in  injustice  and  peculation, 
and  ended  in  a  seminary  for  robbers  and  house-breakers. 

Nothing  now  remaina  to  he  pressed  by  me  upon  your  lord- 
ships'  consideration,  but  the  account  given  by  the  late  Go- 
vernor-G}eneral,  Earl  Cornwaliis,  of  the  state  in  which  he 
found  the  country  left  by  hia  predecessor,  Mr.  Hastings,  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar.  But  patient  as  I  know  your  lordships 
to  be,  I  also  know  that  jour  strength  ia  not  inexhaustible, 
and  though  what  I  have  fiirther  to  add  will  not  consume 
much  of  your  lordships'  time,  yet  I  conceive  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  deferring  it  to  another  day. 

[Adjourned. 


TRIAL. 

MONDAY,  IGiH  JUNE,  1791. 


i 


(Mk.  Bueke.) 
Mt  Lobss, — I  should  think  it  necessary  to  make  an 
apology  to  your  lordships  for  appearing  before  you  one  day 
more,  if  I  were  inclined  to  measure  thia  busineaa  either  by  the 
standard  of  my  own  ability,  or  by  my  own  impatience,  or  by 
any  supposed  impatience  of  yours.  I  know  no  measure  in 
such  a  case,  but  the  nature  of  the  subject  and  the  duty  which 
we  owe  to  it.  Ton  wiU  therefore,  my  lords,  permit  me  in  a 
few  words  to  lead  you  back  to  what  we  did  yesteniaj,  that 
you  may  the  better  comprehend  the  manner  in  which  I  mean 
to  conclude  the  business  to-day. 

My  lords,  we  took  the  liberty  of  stating  to  you  the  condi' 
tion  of  Bengal  before  our  taking  possession  of  it,  and  of  the 
several  classes  of  its  inhabitants.  "We  first  brought  before 
you  the  Mahomedan  inhabitants,  who  had  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  country  in  their  hands ;  and  we  proved  to  jaa 


the  utter  ruin  of  ttat  body  of  people,  and  with  them  of  the 
justice  of  the  country,  by  their  being  both  one  and  the  other 
Bold  to  an  infamous  women  ealled  Munny  Begum.  AVe  next 
showed  you  that  the  whole  landed  interest,  the  zemindara  or 
Hindoo  gentry  of  the  country,  was  like-svise  rumed  by  its 
being  given  over  by  letting  it  on  a  five  yeara'  lease  to  infa- 
nioue  farmers,  and  giving  it  up  to  their  mercileas  exactions ; 
and  afterwards  by  subjecting  the  rank  of  those  Kemindars, 
their  title  deeds,  and  all  their  pecuniary  affairs,  to  the  minut- 
est scrutiny,  under  pain  of  criminal  punishment,  by  a  com- 
mission granted  to  a  nefarious  villain,  called  G-unga  Govin 
Sing.  We  lastly  showed  you,  that  the  remaining  third  class, 
that  of  the  English,  was  partly  corrupted,  or  had  its  author- 
ity dissolved,  and  that  the  whole  superintending  English  con- 
trol was  subverted  or  subdued ;  that  the  products  of  the 
country  were  diminished,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  Com- 
pany were  dilapidated,  by  an  overcharge  of  espenses  in  four 
years  to  the  amount  of  £500,000,  in  consequence  of  these 
corrupt,  dangerous,  and  mischievous  projects. 

"We  have  turther  stated  that  the  Company's  servants  were 
corrupted  by  contracts  and  jobs ;  we  proved  that  those  that 
were  not  so  corrupted  were  removed  from  their  stations  or 
jduced  to  a  state  of  abject  dependence  ;  we  showed  you  the 
Bstruction  of  the  provincial  councUs ;  the  destruction  of  the 
louncil  general ;  and  the  formation  of  a  committee  for  no 
Hher  ends  whatever  but  for  the  purposes  of  bribery,  con- 
palment,  and  corruption.  We  next  stated  some  of  the  most 
lonstrous  instances  of  that  bribery  ;  and  though  we  were  of 
inion  that  in  none  of  them  any  satiafactury  defence  worth 
^  mtinning  had  been  made,  yet  wo  have  thought  that  this 
pnould  not  hinder  us  from  recalling  to  your  lordships'  recol- 
lection the  peculiar  nature  and  circumstances  of  one  of  those 


The  proceedings  to  which  we  wish  to  call  your  attention 
are  those  belonging  to  the  second  bribe  given  by  the  !Nabob 
of  Oude  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr.  Hastinga'a  own  knowledge 
and  opinion,  that  that  money  was  set  apart  for  his  use,  either 

IL  billa  or  assets,  I  have  before  stated;  and  I  now  wish  to 
ill  vour  lordships'  minute  recollection  to  the  manner  in 
bicn  the  fraudulent  impeachment  of  Mr.  Middleton,  for  the 
jrpose  of  stifling  an  inquiry  into  'bat  business,  was  carried 
L d 
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iipon  the  face  of  that  proceediiig,  the  coUusiye  nature  ( 
accuBatioa;  and  that  the  reBl^etate  of  the  case  was  not 
charged ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  acquitted  the  part^  accused, 
of  one  article  of  the  charge,  not  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
case,  contrary  to  his  own  avowed,  declared,  moral  certainty 
of  his  guilt,  but  upon  a  pretended  appeal  to  the  conscience  oi 
the  mau  accuHcd.  He  did  not,  however,  give  him  a  complete, 
formal,  official  acquittal,  but  referred  the  matter  to  the  court 
of  directors,  who  could  not  possibly  know  anything  of  the 
matter,  without  one  article  of  evidence  whatever  produced 
at  the  time,  or  transmitted.  We  lastly  proved  to  you,  that^ 
after  finding  him  guilty  of  five  charges,  and  leaving  the  other 
to  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastings,  without  any  reason 
assigned,  appointed  him  to  a  great  office  in  the  Company's 

These  proceedings  were  brought  before  you  for  two  pur- 
poses ; — first,  to  show  the  corrupt  principle  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding ;  nest,  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  Company's 
servants  are  treated.  They  are  accused  and  persecuted,  until 
they  are  brought  to  aubmit  to  whatever  terms  it  may  be 
thought  proper  to  impose  upon  them.  They  are  then  for- 
mally, indeed,  acquitted  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  chai^d 
against  them  ;  but  virtually  condemned  upon  some  articles, 
with  the  scourge  hung  over  tbem ;  and  iti  some  instances 
rewarded  by  the  greatest,  moat  honourable,  and  most  lucrative 
eituatioDH  in  the  Company's  service.  My  lords,  it  is  on  the 
same  ground  of  the  wicked,  pemicious,  and  ruinous  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  that  I  bare  charged  this 
with  everything  that  is  cbai^eable  against  him,  namely,  that 
if  your  lordahipH  should  ratify  those  principles  by  your  ac- 
quittal of  bim,  they  become  principles  of  government ;  re- 
jected indeed  by  the  Commons,  but  adopted  by  the  Peerage 
of  Great  Britain. 

There  is  another  article  which  I  have  just  touched  ;  but 
which  I  must  do  more  than  barely  notice,  upon  account  of 
the  evil  example  of  it — I  mean  the  taking  great  sums  of 
money,  tinder  pretence  of  an  entertainment.  Tour  lordships 
will  recollect,  that  when  this  busineas  was  charged  against 
him  in  India,  Mr.  Hastings  neither  affirmed  nor  denied  the 
'    ■       Confession  could  not  be  there  citorted  from  him. 
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nest  appeared  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
11  evaded  a  denial  or  a  confeBsion  of  it.     He  lastly  appear- 
before  your  lordahipa,  and  in  his  answer  to  our  charge 
.he  same  manner  evaded  either  a  confession  or  a  de- 
He  forced  us  to  employ  a  great  part  of  a  Besaion  in 
ideavouring  to  establish  what  we  have  at  last  established, 
the  receipt  of  the  sums  first  charged,  and  of  seven  lacks  more, 
by  him.     At  length  the  proof  could  not  be  evaded,  and  after 
we  had  fought  through  all  the  difficulties  which  the  law  could 
interpoae  in  bis  defence,  and  of  which  he  availed  himself  with 
a  degree  of  eft'rontery  that  has,  I  believe,  no  eiample  in  the 
world,  he  confesses,  avows,  and  justifies  bis  conduct.     If  the 
custom  alleged  he  well  founded,  and  be  an  honourable  and  a 
proper  and  just  practice,  why  did  he  not  avow  it  in  every 
part  and  progress  of  our  proceedings  here?    Why  should  he 
nave  put  us  to  the  necessity  of  wasting  so  many  months  in 
the  proof  of  the  fact  ?  And  why,  after  we  have  proved  it,  and 
not  before,  did  he  confess  it,  avow  it,  and  even  glory  in  it  ? 

I  must  remind  your  lordships,  that  the  sum  charged  to  be 
I|H>  taken  by  way  of  entertainment  made  only  a  part,  a  single 
iUfticle,  of  the  bribes  charged  by  Nundcomar  to  have  been 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  when  we  find  him  confessing, 
what  he  could  not  deny,  that  single  article,  and  evading  all 
explanation  respecting  the  others,  and  not  giving  any  reason 
whatever  why  one  was  received  and  the  others  rejected, 
lur  lordships  will  judge  of  the  strong  presumption  of  hia 
iving  taken  them  ail,  even  if  we  had  given  no  otlier  proofs 
'■.  "We  think,  however,  that  we  have  proved  the  whole 
satisfactorily.  But  whether  we  have  or  not,  the  proof 
of  a  single  present  received  is  sufficient ;  because  the  princi- 
ple to  be  established  respecting  these  bribes  is  thia^whether 
OP  not  a  Governor- General,  paying  a  visit  to  any  of  the  poor, 
miserable,  dependent  creatures  called  sovereign  princes  in 
that  country  (men  whom  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  declared 
to  be  nothing  but  phantoms,  and  that  they  had  no  one  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  about  them),  whether,  I  say,  he  can  con- 
sider them  to  be  such  sovereign  princes  as  to  justify  his 
taking  from  them  great  sums  of  money  by  way  oi  a  present. 
The  Nabob,  in  fact,  was  not  a  sovereign  prince,  nor  a  coun- 
try power  in  any  sense  but  that  which  the  Company  meant 
fo  exempt  &om  the  custom  of  making  presents.     It  was  theii 
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design  to  prevent  their  serrants  &om  avaHing  tbemselves  of 
the  real  dependeacr  of  the  nominal  natite  powers  U)  ext«rt 
money  from  them  under  the  pretence  of  their  sorereign^. 
Such  presents,  so  tat  from  being  voluntar)-,  were  in  r^lity 
obtained  from  their  weakness,  their  hopeless  and  unprotected 
condition ;  and  jou  are  to  decide  whether  or  not  Ibis  cus- 
tom, which  is  insisted  upon  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  with 
great  triumph,  to  be  a  thing  which  he  could  not  erade,  with- 
out breaking  through  all  the  usages  of  the  country,  and  tio- 
lating  principles  established  by  the  most  clear  law  of  India, 
is  to  be  admitted  as  his  justification. 

It  was  on  this  very  account,  namely,  the  extortion  suffered 
by  these  people  under  the  name  or  pretence  of  presents,  that 
the  Company  first  bound  their  servants  by  a  covenant,  which 
your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read  : — "  That  they  shall  not 
take  any  grant  of  hmda,  or  rents,  or  revenues  issuing  out  of 
lands,  or  any  territorial  possession,  jurisdiction,  dominion, 
power,  or  authority  whatsoever,  from  any  of  the  Indian 
princes,  soubaha,  or  nabobs,  or  any  of  their  ministers,  bcp- 
vants,  or  agents,  for  any  serrice  or  services,  or  upon  any  ac- 
count or  pretence  whatsoever,  without  the  licence  or  consent 
of  the  court  of  directors." 

This  clause  in  the  covenant  had  doubtless  a  regard  to 
Lord  Clive  and  to  Sir  Hector  Munro,  and  to  some  others 
who  had  received  gifts  and  grants  of  jaghirea  and  other  te^ 
ritorial  revenues  that  were  confirmed  by  the  Company.  But 
though  this  confirmation  might  be  justifiable  at  a  time  when 
we  had  no  real  sovereignty  in  the  countrj',  yet  the  Company 
very  wisely  provided  afterwards  that,  under  no  pretence 
whatever,  should  their  servants  have  the  means  of  extorting 
from  the  sovereigns  or  pretended  sovereigns  of  the  country 
any  of  their  lands  or  possessions.  Afterwards  it  appeared 
that  there  existed  abuses  of  a  similar  nature,  and  particuJarly 
(as  was  proved  before  us  in  the  year  1773,  and  reported  to 
our  House,  upon  the  evidence  of  Mahomed  Beza  Khan)  the 
practice  of  frequently  visiting  the  princes ;  and  of  extorting, 
under  pretence  of  such  visits,  great  sums  of  money, — .MI 
their  servants,  and  the  Govern  or- General  particularly,  were 
therefore  obliged  to  enter  into  the  foDowing  covenant:^ 
"  That  they  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  take,  or 
receive,  or  Agree  to  accept,  t^e,  or  receive,  any  gift,  rewacdf 
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gratuity,  allowance,  donation,  or  compensatior,  in  money, 
effects,  jewels,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  from  any  of  tbe 
Indian  princes,  sovereigns,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  any  of  their 
ministerH,  servants,  or  agents,  exceeding  the  value  of  4,000 
rupees,  for  any  service  or  services  performed  by  them  in  India, 
or  upon  any  other  account  or  preteace  whatsoever." 

By  this  covenant,  my  lords,  Mr.  Hastinga  ia  forbidden  to 
L^IWcept,  upon  any  pretence  and  under  any  name  whatsoever, 
■iny  sum  above  4,000  rupees  ;  that  ia  to  say,  any  sum  above 
je400.  Now,  the  sum  that  was  here  received  is  £18,000 
sterling,  by  way  of  a  present,  under  the  name  of  an  allow- 
ance for  an  entertainment,  which  is  the  precise  thing  which 
bia  covenant  was  made  to  prevent.  The  covenant  suffered 
him  to  receiye  £400 ; — if  he  received  more  than  that  money 
be  became  a  criminal ;  he  had  broken  his  covenant,  and 
forfeited  the  obligation  he  had  made  with  his  luaBtere.  Think 
with  yourselves,  my  lorda,  what  you  will  do  if  you  acquit 
.the  prisoner  of  this  charge.  Tou  will  avow  the  validity,  you 
■Tirill  sanction  the  princiijle  of  his  defence  ;  for  as  the  fact  ia 
(jITOwed,  there  is  an  end  of  that. 

'  Good  God,  my  lords  !  Where  are  we  ?  If  they  conceal 
'.weir  gifts  and  presents,  they  are  safe  by  their  concealment ; 
'|tf  they  avow  them,  thej  are  still  safer.  They  nlead  the 
euBtoms  of  the  country,  or  rather  the  customs  which  we  have 
^introduced  into  the  country  ;  customs  which  have  been  de- 
alared  to  have  their  fouuoation  in  a  system  of  the  most 
iftbominable  corruption,  the  most  flagitious  extortion,  the  moat 
ireadful  oppression ;  those  very  customs  which  their  cov^ 
nant  is  made  to  abolish.  Think  where  your  lordships  are. 
Tou  have  before  you  a  covenant,  declanng  that  he  should 
take  under  no  name  whatever  (I  do  not  know  how  words 
could  be  selected  in  the  English  language  more  espresaive) 
any  sum  more  than  £400.  He  says,  I  have  taken  £18,000 ; 
he  makes  his  counsel  declare,  and  he  desirea  your  lordahipa 
to  confirm  their  declaration,  that  he  ia  not  only  justifiable  in 
Bo  doing,  but  that  he  ought  to  do  so  ;  that  he  ought  to  break 
his  covenant,  and  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  it.  He  does 
not  even  pretend  to  say  that  this  money  was  intended,  either 
iBirardly  or  outwardly,  avowedly  or  covertly,  for  the  Com- 
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puiy's  H«rviue.  He  put  abaoLutely  into  his  own  podel 
iei8,000  besides  hid  aalary. 

Consider,  my  lords,  the  consequences  of  this  spedea  at 

iniquity.  If  any  servant  of  the  Company,  high  in  statiop, 
chooses  to  make  a  visit  from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  nbich 
Moorshedabad  was  then  the  residence  of  our  principal  revenue 
^ovorument ;  if  he  should  choose  to  take  an  oinng  lor  his 
health ;  if  he  has  a  fancy  to  make  a  little  voyage  for  pleasure 
as  far  as  Moorsbedabiid,  in  one  of  those  bondaome  baj^es  or 
budgerowa  of  which  you  have  beard  so  much  in  hia  charge 
against  Nuudcomar, — he  can  put  £20,000  into  hia  pocket  any 
day  be  pleases,  in  defisuee  of  all  our  acts  of  parliament,  eovc' 
nanta,  and  regulations. 

Do  you  make  your  laws,  do  you  make  your  covenants,  for 
the  very  ptirpose  of  their  being  evaded  ?  la  this  the  purpose 
lor  which  a  British  tribunal  sits  here,  to  furnish  a  sutyect  for 
an  epigram,  or  a  tale  for  the  laughter  of  the  world  ?  Believe, 
Lie,  my  lords,  the  world  is  not  to  be  thus  trifled  with.  But, 
my  lords,  you  will  never  trifle  with  your  duty.  You  have  a 
grosB,  horrid  piece  of  corruption  before  you,  impudently  con- 
fessed, and  more  impudently  defended.  But  yon  will  not 
suffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  say,  I  have  only  to  go  to  Moorshedabad, 
or  to  order  the  Nabob  to  meet  me  half  way,  and  I  can  set 
aside  and  laugh  at  all  your  covenants  and  acts  of  parliament. 
Is  this  all  the  force  and  power  of  the  covenant,  by  whicb 
you  would  prevent  the  servants  of  the  Company  from  com- 
mitting acts  of  fraud  and  oppression ;  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  amuse  themselves  with  a  tour  of  pleasure  to 
Moorshedabad,  in  order  to  put  any  sum  of  money  ia  their 
pocket  that  they  please  ? 

But  they  justify  themselves  by  saying,  such  things  have 
been  practised  before.  !No  doubt  they  have ;  and  these  cove- 
nants were  made  that  they  should  not  be  practised  any  more. 
But  your  lordships  are  desired  to  say,  that  the  very  custom 
which  the  covenant  ia  made  to  destroy — the  very  grievanea 
itself,  may  be  pleaded ; — the  abuse  shall  be  admitted  to  de- 
stroy the  law  made  to  prevent  it.  It  ia  impossible,  I  venture 
to  say,  that  your  lordsliipa  should  act  thus.  The  conduct  of 
the  criminal  is  not  half  so  abhorrent  as  the  justification  ia 
afl'ronting  to  justice ;  whilst  it  tends  to  vility  and  degrade 
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the  dignity  of  the  Peerage,  and  the  character  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  before  the  former  and  against  the  latter  of 
which  Buch  a  juatification  is  produced  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
At  the  same  time  that  we  call  for  your  justice  upon  this 
aan,  we  heaeech  you  to  remember,  the  severest  justice  upon 
him  is  the  tendereat  pity  towards  the  innocent  victims  of 
his  crimes.  Consider  what  was  at  that  time  the  state  of  the 
people,  from  whom,  in  direct  defiance  of  his  covenant,  he 
took  this  sum  of  money.  Were  they  at  this  time  richer, 
were  they  more  opulent,  was  the  state  of  the  country  more 
flourishing,  than  when  Mr.  Sumner,  when  Mr.  Vansittart,  in 
short,  than  when  the  long  line  of  Mr.  Hastings's  predecesBors 
visited  that  country  ?  No  ;  they  were  not. — Mr.  Hastings  at 
this  Tery  time  had  reduced  the  Nabob's  income  from  £450,000 
sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  other  consideraWe  domains  and 
revenues,  to  £160,000.  He  was  indeed  an  object  of  com- 
paMion.  His  revenues  had  not  only  been  reduced,  during 
his  state  of  minority,  but  they  were  reduced  when  he  after- 
wards continued  in  a  state  in  which  he  eould  do  no  one  vahd 
act ;  and  yet,  in  this  state,  he  was  made  competent  to  give 
away,  under  the  name  of  compensation  for  entertainments, 
the  sum  of  £18,000 ;  perhaps  at  tliat  time  nearly  all  he  had 
in  the  world. 

Look  at  your  minutes,  and  you  will  find  Mr,  Hastings  had 
just  before  this  time  said,  that  the  bread  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons, many  of  them  of  high  rank,  depended  upon  the  means 
possessed  by  the  Nabob  for  their  support ;  that  liis  heart  was 
cut  and  afflicted  to  see  himself  obliged  to  ruin  and  starve  so 
many  of  the  Mahomedan  nobility  ;  the  greatest  part  of  whose 
yet  remaining  miserable  aDowances  were  now  taken  away. 
Tou  know,  and  you  will  forgive  me  again  remarking,  that  it 
is  the  nature  of  the  eagles  and  more  generous  birds  of  prey 
to  fall  upon  living  healthy  victims ;  but  that  vultures  and 
carrion  crows,  and  birds  of  that  base  and  degenerate  kind, 
always  prey  upon  dead  or  dying  carcases.  It  is  upon  ruined 
houses,  it  is  upon  decoyed  famihea,  it  is  upon  extinguished 
nobility,  that  Jlr.  Hastings  chooses  to  prey,  and  to  justify 
his  making  them  his  prey- 
But  again  we  hear,  my  lords,  that  it  is  a  custom,  upon 
ceremonial  and  complimentary  visits,  to  receive  these  proa- 
ents.      Do  not  let  us  deceive  ourselves.     Mr.  Hastings  waa 
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there  npon  no  yisit  either  of  ceremony  or  politiea  j  he  wai  a 
member,  at  that  time,  of  the  committee  of  circuit  whicb 
went  to  Moorshedabad  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  asyatem 
of  revenue  in  the  country  ;  he  went  up  upon  that  businea 
only  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  circuit,  for  which 
buainesa  he  was,  like  other  members  of  the  committee  of 
circuit,  amply  paid,  in  addition  to  his  emoluments  as  Govern- 
or, which  amounted  to  about  £30,000  a  year.  Not  satisfied 
with  those  emoluments,  and  without  incurring  new  known 
expense  of  any  kind  or  sort,  he  was  paid  for  the  extra  ei- 
pensea  of  his  journey,  as  appears  in  your  minutes,  like  other 
members  of  the  committee  of  circuit.  In  fact,  be  was  on  no 
■risit  there  at  all.  He  was  merely  executing  hia  duty  in  the 
settlement  of  the  revenue,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
circuit.  I  do  not  mean  to  praise  the  committee  of  circuitin 
any  way  ;  God  forbid  I  should ;  for  we  know  that  it  was  i 
committee  of  robbers.  He  was  there  as  one  of  that  com- 
mittee, which  I  am  pretty  well  justified  in  describing  as  1 
have  done,  because  the  court  of  directors,  together  with  the 
Board  of  Control,  did,  in  the  year  1786,  declare  that  the  five 
years'  settlement  (which  originated  in  that  committee)  was 
a  thing  bought  and  sold ;  your  lordships  may  read  it  when* 
ever  you  please,  in  the  80th  paragraph  of  their  letter. 

Your  lordships  are  now  fully  in  possession  of  all  the  &cts 
upon  which  we  charge  the  prisoner  with  peculation,  by  m- 
torting  or  receiring  large  sums  of  money,  upon  pretence  of 
visits,  or  in  compensation  of  entertainments.  I  appeal  to  your 
lordships'  consciences  for  a  serious  and  impartial  consiarav- 
tion  of  our  charge.  This  is  a  business  not  to  be  hurried  orra 
in  the  mass,  as  amongst  the  acts  of  a.  great  man,  who  may 
have  his  little  errors  among  his  great  services  ;  no  ;  you  can- 
not, as  a  judicial  body,  huddle  all  this  into  a  hotchpotch,  and 
decide  upon  it  in  a  heap.  Tou  will  have  to  ask  yourselves, 
Is  this  justifiable  by  hia  covenant ;  is  this  justifiable  by  law ; 
is  this  justifiable  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by 
an  enlarged  discretion  P  Is  it  to  be  justified  under  any 
principles  of  humanity  ?  "Would  it  be  justifiable  by  local 
customs,  if  such  were  applicable  to  the  case  in  question ;  and 
even  if  it  were,  is  it  a  practice  fit  for  an  Enghsh  Gfovemoi* 
Oeneral  to  follow  P 

1  dwell  the  longer  (u>on  this,  because  the  fact  is  aTowei.' 
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I  .^e  whole  is  an  issue  of  law  between  us,  whetter  a  Goveni- 
I  _^General,  in  hiic!i  a  case,  ought  to  take  such  money ;  and 
I  therefore,  before  I  finally  dismiss  it,  I  beg  leave  to  restate  it 
I  iriefiy  once  more  for  your  lordships'  consideration. 

Piret,  I  wish  to  leave  fiaed  in  your  lordships'  minds,  what 
B  distinctly  fixed,  and  shall  never  go  out  of  onrs,  that  his 
|.:^OTeDaat  did  not  allow  him  to  take  above  £400  as  a  present, 
i«^on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

T.  Tour  lordships  will  observe,  we  contend  that,  ii  there  waa 
*'b  custom,  this  covenant  puts  an  end  to  that  custom.  It  was 
declared  and  intended  so  to  do.  The  fact  is,  that,  if  such 
custom  existed  at  all,  it  was  a  custom  applioahle  only  to  an 
ambassador  or  puhhc  minister,  sent  on  a  necessary  compli- 
mentary visit  to  a  sovereign  prince.  We  deny  positively 
that  there  is  any  such  general  c\iatom.  ATe  say,  that  he  never 
was  any  such  minister,  and  that  he  never  went  upon  anv  suet 
complimentary  visit.  We  affirm,  that  when  he  toot  this 
money  he  was  doing  an  act  of  quite  another  nature,  and 
came  upon  that  business  only  to  Moorshedabad,  the  residence 
of  the  prince  of  the  country.  Now,  do  you  call  a  man  who 
is  going  to  eiecute  a  commission,  a  commission  more  severe 
than  those  issued  against  bankrupts — a  commission  to  take 
away  half  a  man's  income,  and  to  starve  a  whole  body  of 
people  dependent  upon  that  income, — do  you  call  this  a  com- 
plimentary visit  ?  Is  this  a  visit  for  which  a  man  is  to  have 
great  entertainments  given  him  ?  No ;  the  pretence  for 
taking  this  money  is  worse  than  the  act  itself  When  a  man 
ia  going  to  execute  upon  another  such  harsh  cruelty,  when 
he  is  going  upon  a  service  at  which  he  himself  says  bis  mind 
must  revolt,  is  that  precisely  the  time  when  he  is  to  take 
from  bis  undone  host  a  present,  as  if  he  was  upon  a  visit  of 
eomplimeut,  or  about  to  confer  some  honour  or  benefit  upon 
him, — to  augment  his  revenues,  to  add  to  his  territories,  or 
to  conclude  some  valuable  treaty  with  him  ?  Was  this  a 
proper  time  to  take  at  all  from  an  helpless  minor  so  large  a 
sum  of  money  ?  And  here  I  shall  leave  this  matter  for  your 
lordships'  consideration,  after  reminding  you  that  this  poor 
Nabob  is  still  at  Moorshedabad,  and  at  the  mercy  of  any 
English  gentleman  who  may  choose  to  take  £18,000  or  any 
other  given  sum  of  money  from  him,  after  the  example  of 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  if  it  shoald  be  sanctioned  by  youi 
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conniiance.  Far  different  vas  the  example  set  hiin  by 
General  Clavermg.  In  page  1269,  your  lordaliipa  will  find 
the  most  honourable  testimony  to  the  uprightness  and  fidelity 
of  thia  meritorious  servant  of  the  Company.  It  runs  thus: 
"  Conceiving  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  legislature  tdat 
the  Governor-  General  and  members  of  the  council  should  re- 
ceive no  presents,  either  from  the  Indian  powers  or  any  per- 
sons whatever,  he  [General  Clavering]  has  strictly  complied, 
Biuce  his  arrival  here,  both  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
^he  act  of  parliament,  and  has  accordingly  returned  all  the 

E resents  which  have  been  made  to  him."  I  have  dwelt  thus 
mg  upon  this  subject,  not  merely  upon  account  of  its  own 
corrupt  character,  which  has  been  sufiloiently  stigmatized  by 
iiiy  honourable  colleague,  but  upon  account  of  the  principle 
that  is  laid  down  by  the  prisoner,  in  bis  defence  of  bis  con- 
duct,— a  principle  directly  leading  to  a  continuance  of  the 
same  iniquitoua  practice,  and  Hubversive  of  every  attempt  to 
check  or  control  it. 

I  must  be^  leave  to  recall  your  lordships'  attention  to 
another  but  similar  instance  of  his  peculation, — another  and 
new  mode  of  taiing  presents, — I  mean  the  present  which 
Mr.  Hastings  took  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing  from  those 
farmers  of  the  revenues  amongst  whom  he  had  distributed 
the  pillage  of  the  whole  country.  This  scandalous  breach  of 
his  covenant  he  attempts  to  justify,  by  the  inward  intention 
of  hia  own  mind  to  apply  the  money  so  taken  to  the  public 
service.  Upon  this,  my  lords,  I  shiJl  only  observe,  that  thia 
plea  of  an  inward  intention  in  his  own  mind  may,  if  ad- 
mitted, justify  any  evil  act  whatever  of  thw  kind.  Ton 
have  seen  how  presents  from  the  Nabob  are  justified.  Ton 
have  seen  how  the  taking  a  sum  of  money,  or  allowance  for 
entertainment,  directly  contrary  to  the  covenant,  how  that  is 
attempted  to  be  justified.  Tou  see  in  what  manner  he  justi- 
fies this  last-mentioned  act  of  peculation,  and  your  lordships 
will  now  have  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  ple^. 
There  still  remains  unobserved  upon  an  instance  of  his  mal- 
versation wholly  new  in  its  kind,  to  which  I  will  venture  to 
desire  your  lordships  very  seriously  to  turn  your  attention. 
In  all  the  cases  of  peculation  or  malversation  in  of&ce  that 
ever  have  been  tried  before  this  high  court,  or  before  any 
lewot  court  of  judicature,  in  all  the  Judicial  records  of  n    ' 
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BrimeB,  or  of  antiquity,  you  will  not  find  anything  in  tioy  de. 
Ri'ee  like  it.  We  have  all,  in  our  early  education,  read  the 
Vtmi  e  Orations,  We  may  read  them,  not  merely  to  in- 
struct us,  as  they  will  do,  in.  the  principles  of  eloquence,  and 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  mannerSj  customs,  and  laws  of  the 
ancient  Eomans,  of  which  they  are  an  abundant  repository  ; 
but  we  may  read  them  from  a  much  higher  motive.  Ave 
ma,)'  read  tnein  from  a  motive  which  the  great  author  had 
doubtleaa  in  hia  view,  when  by  publishing  them  he  left  to 
ihe  world  and  to  the  latest  posterity  a  monument,  by  which 
it  might  be  seen  what  course  a  great  public  accuser,  in  a 
Bieat  public  cause,  ought  to  pursue ;  and,  as  connected  with 
It,  what  course  judges  ought  to  pursue,  in  deciding  upon  aucb 
a  cause.  In  these  Orations  you  will  find  almost  every  in- 
stance of  rapacity  and  peculation  which  we  charge  upon  Mr. 
Hastings.  Undoubtedly,  many  Bomaa  and  English  governors 
bave  received  corrupt  gifts  and  bribes,  under  various  pre- 
tences. But  in  the  cause  before  your  lordships,  there  is  one 
species  of  disgrace  iu  the  conduct  of  the  party  accused  which 
1  defy  you  to  find  in  Verrea,  or  in  the  whole  tribe  of  Homan 

Seculators,  in  any  governor-general,  pro-consul,  or  viceroy, 
desire  you  to  consider  it  not  intended,  in  any  other  class  of 
-crimes,  but  as  a  species  apart  by  itself.  It  is  an  individual, 
'  ■  single  ease  :  but  it  is  lilte  the  phanii,  it  makes  a  class  or 
^lecies  by  itself — I  mean  the  business  of  Nobkissin.  The 
■money  taken  from  him  was  not  money  pretended  to  be  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  entertainment ;  it  was  not  money  taken 
&om  a  farmer-general  of  revenue,  out  of  an  idea  that  his 
profits  were  unreasonable,  and  greater  than  government 
ought  to  allow ;  it  was  not  a  donation  from  a  great  man,  as  an 
act  of  his  bounty.  No ;  it  was  a  sum  of  money  taken  from 
a  private  individual,  or  rather,  as  has  been  proved  to  you  by 
Mr.  Larkins,  his  own  book-keeper,  money  borrowed,  for  which 
he  had  engaged  to  give  his  bond.  That  he  bad  actually  de- 
posited his  bond  for  this  money,  Mr.  Larkins  has  proved  to 
you ;  and  that  the  bond  was  carried  to  Nobkissin's  credit,  in 
hia  account  with  the  government.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  when 
he  was  called  upon  for  the  money,  withdraws  the  bond;  he 
will  not  pay  the  money,  he  refused  topay  it  uponthe  applica- 
tions made  to  him,  both  in  India  and  here  at  home;  and  he 
BOW  comes  to  your  lordshipa,and  says,  I  borrowed  this  money; 
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I  intended  to  give  my  bond  for  it,  as  tag  been  proved  before 
you ;  but  I  must  have  it  for  my  own  use.  We  have  heanl 
of  gOTernora  being  everythiDg  that  is  bad  and  wicked ;  but 
a  governor  putting  himself  in  the  eitufttion  of  a  common  cheat, 
of  B  common  awtadler,  never  was,  I  believe,  heard  of  since 
the  creation  of  the  world,  to  this  day,  This  does  not  taste 
of  the  common  oppressions  of  power ;  thia  doos  not  taate  of 
the  common  abuses  of  office ;  but  it  in  no  way  differs  from 
one  of  those  base  swindling  cases  that  come  to  be  tried,  and 
heavily  punished,  in  the  King's  Bench  every  day.  This  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a.  plain  barefaced  cbeat. 

Now,  my  lords,  let  us  see  how  it  is  justified.  To  justify 
openly  and  directly  a  cheat,  to  justify  a  fraud  upon  an  in- 
dividual, is  reserved  for  our  times.  But,  good  Heavens,  what 
a  justification  have  we  here!  Oh,  my  lords,  consider  into 
what  a  state  Indian  corruption  has  brought  ua  in  this  country, 
when  any  person  can  he  found  to  come  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  say,  I  did  cheat ;  I  did  defraud  ;  I  did 
promise  and  gave  my  bond  ;  I  have  now  withdrawn  it ;  but  I 
will  account  for  it  to  you  as  to  a  gang  of  robbers  concerned 
with  meiu  tlie  transaction.  I  confess  I  robbed  thia  man,  but 
I  have  acted  as  trustee  for  the  gang.  Observe  what  I  have 
done  for  the  gang ;  come  forward,  Mr.  Auriol,  and  prove  what 
handsome  biidgerowa  I  gave  the  Company;  were  not  fitej 
elegantly  painted,  beautifully  gilt,  charming  and  commodi- 
ous p  I  made  use  of  them  aa  long  as  I  had  occasion  ;  and, 
though  they  are  little  worse  for  wear,  and  would  hardly  suffer 
tlio  least  per  centage  deduction  from  prime  coat  upon  them, 
I  gave  them  to  the  Company.  Oh,  I  did  not  put  the  money 
into  my  own  pocket ;  I  provided  for  myaelf,  and  wore  a  suit 
of  lace  clothes,  when  I  was  Jew  bail  for  some  of  this  Com- 

?auy ;  it  will  turn,  for  it  is  hardly  the  worae  for  wear,  though 
appeared  two  or  three  times  in  different  characters,  as  bail 
for  you  on  auch  and  such  an  occasion ;  I  therefore  set  off 
these  items  against  this  roouey  which  I  gained  by  swindling 
on  your  account.  It  is  true  I  also  picked  such  a  one's 
pocket  of  a  watch ;  here  it  is ;  I  have  worn  it  as  long  as  it 
was  convenient ;  now  I  give  the  watch  to  the  Company,  and 
let  them  send  it  to  the  pawnbroker  for  what  it  will  brinp 
Besides  all  this,  I  maintained  aid-de-camps  for  you,  and  gave 
them  house  rent.     (By  the  wav,  my  lords,  what  sort  of  «d-   j 
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ie-campB  were  these  p  "Wlio  made  Lim  a  military  man,  nnd  to 
have  Buch  a  legioo  of  aid-de-ramps  ?)  But,  says  he,  I  paid 
house  rent  for  them  ;  that  is,  in  other  worda,  I  paid  at  night 
cellars  and  houses  in  Saint  Giles's  siipence  a  week  for  some 
of  the  gang.  {This,  my  lords,  is  the  real  spirit  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  and  more  especially  of  the  last  item  in  it.)  Then, 
say?  hi^,  1  was  the  gang's  schoolmaster,  and  taught  lessons 
on  their  account,  I  founded  a  Mahomedan  Bchool  (your 
lordships  have  already  heard  something  of  this  shameful  affair, 
of  this  scene  of  iniquity,  I  thiok  of  such  iniquity  as  the 
world  nei'er  yet  had  to  bluah  at).  I  founded  a  Mahomedan 
college  for  your  use,  and  I  bore  the  expense  of  it  from  Sep- 
tember, 1780,  when  I  placed  a  professor  there,  called  Muged 
O'den.  This  Muged  O'den  was  to  perfect  men  by  contract, 
in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  about  sis  months ;  and  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  school  was,  as  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
telis  you,  to  breed  theologians,  magistrates,  and  molavies, 
that  IB  to  say,  judges  and  doctors  of  law,  who  were  to  be 
something  like  our  masters  in  chancery,  the  assessors  of 
judges,  to  assist  them  in  their  judgments.  Such  was  the 
college  founded  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  soon  afterwards 
appropriated  one  of  the  Company's  estates  (I  am  speakiDg  of 
matters  of  public  notoriety)  worth  £3,000  a  year,  for  its  sup- 
port. Heaven  be  praised,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was 
resolved  to  he  pious  and  munificent,  and  to  be  a  great  found- 
er, chose  a  Mahomedan  rather  than  a  Christian  foundation ; 
BO  that  our  religion  was  not  disgraced  by  such  a  foundation. 
Observe  how  he  charges  the  expense  of  the  foundation  to 
the  Company  twice  over. — He  first  makes  them  set  aside  an 
estate  of  £3,000  a  year  for  its  support.  In  what  manner 
this  income  was  applied  during  Mr.  Hastings's  stay  in  India 
no  man  living  knows  ;  hut  we  know  that,  at  hia  departure, 
one  of  the  last  acts  he  did  was  to  desire  it  sliould  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  Muged  O'den.  He  afterwards,  as  you  have 
seen,  takes  credit  to  himseK  with  the  Company,  for  the  ei- 

f)enseB  relative  to  this  college.  I  must  now  introduce  yonr 
ordships  to  the  last  visitation  that  was  made  of  this  college. 
It  was  visited  by  order  of  Lord  Comwallis  in  the  year  1788, 
upon  the  complaints  made  against  it,  whick  I  have  already 
mentioned  to  your  lordships, — that  it  was  a  sink  of  filth,  ver- 
i,  and  misery.     Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  the  visitor  and 
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the  fnend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  declares  tbat  he  coulil  not  sit  m 
it  eTcn  for  a  few  minutes.  His  words  &re,  "  The  wretched, 
squalid  figures  that  from  ererj'  part  ran  out  upon  me  u-  i 
peared  to  be  more  like  anything  elae  than  studi^iita,"  In 
fact  a  imiversal  out<T7  wa«  raised  by  the  whole  city  agaiiut 
it,  not  only  as  a  receptacle  of  every  kind  of  abuse ;  not  only 
uf  filth  and  eicrementa,  which  made  it  stink  in  the  natunl 
noBtrilB,  hut  of  worse  filth,  which  made  it  insufferably  offen- 
eire  to  tlie  moral  noetrila  of  every  inhabitant.  Such  is  the 
account  given  of  a  college  supported  at  an  expense  of  £3,000 
a  rear  (a  Imadsome  foundation  fur  a  college),  and  for  building 
which  the  Company  was  charged  £5,000;  though  no  vouch- 
ers of  its  eipenditure  were  ever  given  by  Mr.  Hastings.  But 
this  is  not  all.  When  Lord  Comwallis  came  to  inquire  into 
it,  he  found  that  Muged  O'den  had  sunk  the  income  of  the 
estates  from  £3,000  to  £2,000  a  year.  In  short,  that  it  had 
been  a  scene  of  peculation,  both  by  the  masters  and  scholars, 
as  well  as  of  abandonment  to  every  kind  of  vicious  and  licen- 
tious courses  ;  and  nil  this  without  the  shadow  of  any  benefit 
having  been  derived  from  it.  The  visitors  eipressly  inquired 
whether  there  was  any  good  miied  with  all  this  eint ;  and 
they  found  it  was  all  bad  and  mischievous  from  one  end  to 
the  other.  Tour  lordships  will  remark,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  this  disgusting  business  must  have  been  known  to  Mr. 
Hastings  when  he  gave  to  Muged  O'den  the  disposal  of 
£3,000  a  year. — And  now,  my  lords,  can  you  vote  this  money, 
expended  in  the  manner  which  I  have  stated  to  you,  to  be  a 
set-ofi"  in  his  fitvour,  in  an  account  for  money  which  was  itself 
swindled  from  a  private  individual  ? 

But  there  still  remains  behind  another  more  serious  matter 
belonging  to  this  affair,  and  1  hope  you  will  not  think  that  I 
am  laying  too  much  streas  upon  it,  when  I  declare,  that  if  I 
were  to  select  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct  one  thing  more 
dishonourable  than  another  to  the  British  nation,  it  would  be 
that  which  I  am  now  about  to  mention,  I  will  leave  your 
lordships  to  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration,  when 
you  shall  have  heard  read  a  paper  produced  by  the  prisoner 
in  justification  of  conduct  such  as  I  have  stated  his  to  have 
been.  It  is  the  razynama,  or  attestation  of  Munny  Begum 
(the  woman  whom  Mr.  Hastings  placed  in  the  seat  of  justice 
in  that  country),  concerning  this  college,  made  precisely  at 
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tlie  time  of  this  inqniaition  by  Lord  Cornwallia  into  the  man- 
agement of  it.  Tour  lordships  will  see  what  sort  of  thiuge 
attestation*  are  from  that  country ;  that  they  are  attestations 

Erocured  in  diametrical  contradiction  to  the  certain  know- 
;dge  of  the  party  attesting.  It  is  in  page  2350  of  your  min- 
utes. Indeed,  my  lords,  these  are  pages  which,  unless  they 
are  effaced  hy  your  judgment,  will  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  us,  some  day  or  other. 

"  He  [Mr.  Hastings]  respected  the  learned  and  wise  men, 
and,  in  order  for  the  propagation  of  learning,  he  built  a  col- 
lege, and  endowed  it  with  a  provision  for  the  raaintenanee  of 
the  students,  insomuch  that  thousands  reaping  the  benefits 
thereof  offer  up  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  the  king 
of  England,  and  for  the  success  of  the  Company." 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships  of  anotlier  attestatii 
of  the  same  character,  and  to  the  same  effect.  It  comes  from 
Mahomed  Beza  Khan,  who,  as  your  lordships  will  remember, 
had  been  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  a  situation  of  the 
highest  rank  and  authority,  with  an  income  of  suitable  mag- 
nitude, to  one  of  comparative  insignificance,  with  a  small 
salary  annexed.  This  man  is  made  to  disgrace  himself,  louL 
to  abet  the  disgrace  and  injury  done  to  his  country,  by  bearvj 
iog  his  testimony  to  the  merits  of  this  very  college.  i 

I  hope  your  lordahips  will  never  lose  sight  of  this  aggra* 
Tating  circumstance  of  the  prisoner's  criminality,  namely, 
that  you  never  find  any  wicked,  fraudulent,  and  criminal  act, 
in  which  you  do  not  find  the  persona  who  sufiered  by  it,  and 
must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  be  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  brought  to  attest  in  ita  &Tour.  0  Heavoo ! 
but  let  shame  for  one  moment  veil  its  face,  let  indignation 
suppress  its  feelings,  whilst  I  again  call  upon  you  to  view  all 
this  as  a  mere  swindling  transaction,  in  which  the  prisoner 
was  attempting  to  defraud  the  Company.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
declared,  and  you  will  find  it  upon  the  Company's  records, 
that  this  institution  (which  cost  the  Company  not  less  than 
£40,000  in  one  way  or  other)  did  not  commence  before  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  1780 ;  and  he  brings  it  before  the  board 
in  April,  1781,  that  is,  about  six  montus  after  its  foundation. 
Mow  look  at  bis  other  acccunt,  in  which  he  makes  it  to  be- 
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gin  in  tlie  yfar  1770,  and  in  wludi  lie  has  therefore  ofei^ 
chareel  the  expenses  of  it  %  whole  year ;  but  Mr.  Larkios, 
who  kept  this  tatter  account  for  him,  may  have  been  inacca- 
rat«.  Good  Hearens !  where  are  we  ?  llr.  Hastings,  who 
was  bred  an  accountant,  who  waa  bred  in  all  sorts  of  trade 
and  businesa,  declares  that  he  keeps  no  accounts.  Then 
comes  Mr.  Larkina,  who  keeps  an  account  for  him  ;  but  he 
keeps  a  false  act^ount.  Inde^,  all  the  accounts  from  India, 
from  one  end  to  another,  are  nothing  but  a  series  of  irnud, 
while  Mr.  Hastings  was  concerned  in  them.  ^£r.  Larkina, 
who  keeps  his  private  account  just  as  his  master  kept  the 
public  accounts,  has  swindled  irom  the  Company  a  nhole 
year's  eipensea  of  thia  college.  I  should  not  thus  rej 
dwell  upon  this  transaction,  but  because  I  wish  yo 
ships  to  be  cautious  how  you  admit  such  accounts  at  all  to 
bo  given  in  evidence,  into  the  truth  of  which  you  cannot 
penetrate  in  any  regulsr  way.  Upon  the  face  of  the  two 
accounts  there  is  a  gross  traud.  It  is  no  matter  which  is 
true  or  falae  ;  as  it  is  an  account  which  you  are  in  no  situa- 
tion to  decide  upon.  I  lay  down  this  as  a  fixed  judicial  rule, 
that  no  judge  ou^ht  to  receive  an  account  (which  ia  as  seri- 
oufl  a  part  of  a  judicial  proceeding  aa  can  bei  i^he  correctnesa 
of  which  he  has  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but  must  depend 
upon  the  sole  word  of  the  accountant. 

Having  stated  therefore  the  nature  of  the  offence,  which 
differs  nothing  from  a  common  dog-trot  fraud,  such  as  we 
Bee  amongst  the  meanest  of  mankind,  your  lordships  will  be 
cautious  how  you  admit  these,  or  any  other  of  his  pretended 
aerrices,  to  be  set  off  against  his  crimes.  These  stand  on 
record  confessed  before  you ;  the  former,  of  which  you  can 
form  no  just  estimate,  and  into  which  you  cannot  enter,  rest 
for  their  truth  upon  his  own  assertions ;  and  they  all  are 
found,  upon  the  very  fiice  of  them,  to  carry  marks  of  fraud 
aa  well  as  of  wickedness. 

I  have  only  further  to  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  this 
Muged  O'den,  who,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
■was  to  do  all  these  wonders,  Lord  Cornwallia  turned  out  of 
his  office  with  every  mark  of  disgrace,  when  he  attempted 
to  put  into  some  more  respectable  state  that  establishment 
which  Ur.  Hastings  had  made  a  sink  of  abuse. 

I  here  conclude  all  that  I  have  tc  lay  upon  thia  busineM^ 
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■  Irusting  that  your  lordshipB  will  feel  yourselves  more  ofilfflded, 
I  md  jusiiee  more  insulted,  by  the  deieiice  than  by  the  crimi- 
I  nsl  acta  of  the  priaoner  at  your  bar ;  and  that  your  lordships 
Kwill  concur  with  us  in  thinking,  that  to  make  this  unhappy 
I  Jwople  make  these  attestations,  knowing  the  direct  contraiy 
I'  of  every  word  which  they  aay  to  be  the  truth,  is  a  shocking 
i  aggravatioQ  of  his  guilt.  I  Bay  they  must  know  it.  For 
1  Lord  Cornwallis  tells  you  it  is  notonous ;  and  if  you  think 
rfit  to  inquire  into  it,  you  will  find  that  it  was  unusually 
'  notorious. 

My  lords,  we  have  now  brought  to  a  conclusiofl  our  ob- 
servatioa  upon  the  eflects  produced  by  that  mass  of  oppres- 
Biona  which  we  have  stated  and  proved  before  your  lordahipa  ; 
namely,  ita  effects  upon  the  revenuea  and  upon  the  public 
[  ■ervanta  of  the  Company.     "We  have  shown  you  how  greatly 
■^e  former  were  diminished,  and  in  what  maimer  the  latter 
Evere  reduced  to  the  worst  of  all  bad  states,  a  state  of  sub- 
[  •erviency  to  the  will  of  the  Governor- General.     I  have  shown 
your  lordships  that  in  this  state  they  were  not  only  rendered 
incapable  of  performing  their  own  duty,  but  were  fitted  for 
the  worst  of  all  puz^oaea,  cooperation  with  him  in  the  per- 
petration of  his  criminal  acta,  aod  colluaion  with  him  in  the 
concealment  of  them.     I  have  lastly  to  speak  of 'these  effects, 
83  they  regard  the  general  state  and  welfare  of  the  country. 
And  here  yoiu"  lordships  will  permit  me  to  read  the  evidence 
given  by  Lord  CornwaUis,  a  witness  called  by  the  priaoner  at 
your  b&r,  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 

The  evidence  of  Lord  Corawallis,  page  2721 :  "  Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects  an  account  that  you  have 
given  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  your  letter  of  the  2nd  of 
August,  1789,  concerning  the  state  of  those  provincea  ?  A.l 
really  could  not  venture  to  be  particular  as  to  any  letter  I 
may  have  written  so  long  since,  as  I  have  brought  no  copies 
of  my  letters  with  me  from  India,  having  left  them  at  Ben- 
gal when  I  went  to  the  coast. — Q.  Whether  your  lordship 
reeoUeets  in  any  letter  that  you  wrote  about  the  2Bd  of  Au- 
gust, 1789,  paragraph  18,  any  expressions  to  this  effect, 
namely,  '  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  agriculture 
and  internal  commerce  have,  for  many  years,  been  gradually 
declining,  and  that  at  present,  excepting  the  class  of  shro^ 
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kQd  baaivnns,  who  reside  almost  eiitirely  in  great  towm,'tL 
iuliabitHDts  of  these  provinceB  were  odvascing  hastily  to  ■ 
general  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness;'  whether  yoar 
lordship  recollects  that  jou  have  written  a  letter  to  that 
effect  ?  A.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  recollect  the  words  of 
a  letter  that  I  haTC  written  five  yeara  ago,  but  I  conclude 
1  must  have  written  to  that  effect. — Q.  Wbethet  your 
lordship  recollects,  that  in  the  immediately  following  para- 
graph, the  19th,  yon  wrote  to  this  effect;  'In  this  descrip- 
tioQ,  namely  the  foregone  description,  I  must  even  include 
almost  every  zemindar  in  the  Company's  territories,  which, 
though  it  may  have  been  partly  occasioned  by  their  own 
indolence  and  eitrava^nce,  I  am  afraid  must  also  be  in  a 
great  measure  attributed  to  the  defects  of  our  former  system 
of  management,  paragraph  20.  The  settlement,  in  con- 
formity to  your  orders,  will  only  be  made  for  ten  years  ixt- 
tain,  with  the  uotiUcatiou  of  its  being  your  intention  to 
declare  it  a  perpetual,  an  unalterable  assessment  of  these 
provinces,  if  the  amount  and  the  principles  upon  which  it 
has  been  made  should  meet  with  your  approbation  ; '  whether 
your  lordship  recollects  to  have  written  eoraething  to  the 
effect  of  these  two  last  paragraphs,  as  well  as  of  the  first  ? 
A.  I  do  recollect  that  I  did  write  it ;  but  iu  that  letter  I 
alluded  to  the  former  system  of  annual  assessments. — Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects,  that  you  wrote,  on  or  about 
the  18th  of  September,  1789," in  one  of  your  minutes,  thus, 
'  I  may  safely  assert,  that  one  third  of  the  Company's  terri- 
tory in  Indostan  is  now  a  jungle,  inhabited  only  by  wild 
beasts  ;  will  a  ten  years'  lease  indues  any  proprietor  to  clear 
away  that  jungle,  and  encourage  the  rajot  to  come  and  culti- 
vate his  lands,  when  at  the  end  of  that  lease  he  must  either 
submit  to  be  taxed  ad  libitum  lor  the  newly  cultivated  lands, 
or  lose  all  hopes  of  deriving  any  benefit  Irom  his  labour,  for 
which,  perhaps,  by  that  time  he  will  hardly  be  repaid?' 
whether  your  lordship  recollects  a  minute  to  that  effect? 
A.  I  perfectly  recollect  to  have  written  that  minute. — Q.  Now 
with  respect  to  a  letter,  dated  November  the  3rd,  1788,  para- 
graph 38  containing  the  following  sentiments:  'I  shall 
therefore  only  remark  in  general,  that,  from  frequent  changes 
of  system  or  other  reasons,  much  is  wanting  to  establish 
good  order  iind  regulations  in  the  internal  business  of  tlu 
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country,  and  tliat,  from  various  causes,  by  far  ttie  greatest 

Eart  of  the  xemindars,  and  other  liindholdera  and  rentera,  are 
illen  into  a  state  much  beluw  that  of  wealth  and  affluence ; 
this  country,  however,  when  the  fertility  of  ita  soil  and  the 
industry  and  ingenuity  of  ita  numerous  inhabitants  aro  taken 
into  consideration,  must  uoqueationably  be  admitted  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  world  ;  and  with  the  uniform  atten- 
tion of  government  to  moderation  in  exaction,  and  to  a  due 
administration  of  justice,  may  long  prove  a  source  of  great 
riches,  both  to  the  Company  and  to  Britain.  Paragraph  39. 
I  am  persuaded,  that  by  a  train  of  Judicious  measures  the 
land  revenue  of  these  provinces  is  capable  in  time  of  being 
increased ;  but  consistent  with  the  principles  of  humanity 
and  even  those  of  your  own  interest,  it  is  only  by  adopting 
measures  for  the  gradual  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
these  waste  lands,  and  by  a  gentle  and  cautious  plan  for  the 
resumption  of  lands  that  have  been  fraudulently  alienated, 
that  it  ought  ever  to  be  attempted  to  be  accomplished.  Men 
of  speculative  and  sanguine  dispositions,  and  others,  either 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  subject,  or  with  views  of  recom- 
mending themselves  to  your  favour,  may  confidently  hold 
forth  specious  grounds  to  encourage  you  to  hope  that  a  great 
and  immediate  accession  to  that  branch  of  your  revenue  might 
be  practicable ;  my  public  duty  obliges  me  to  caution  you,  in 
the  most  serious  manner,  against  listening  to  propositions 
which  recommend  this  attempt,  because  I  am  clearly  con- 
vinced that  if  carried  into  execution  they  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  baneful  consequences.  Paragraph  40.  Des- 
perate adventurers,  without  fortune  or  character,  would  un- 
doubtedly be  found,  as  has  already  been  too  often  experienced, 
to  rent  the  different  districts  of  the  country  at  the  highest 
rates  that  could  be  put  upon  them  ;  that  the  delusion  would 
be  of  a  short  duration,  and  the  impolicy  and  inhumanity  of 
the  plan  would,  when  perhaps  too  late  for  effectual  remedy, 
become  apparent  by  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  dis- 
appointments at  the  treasury  in  the  payments  of  the  revenue, 
and  would  probably  terminate  in  the  ruin  and  depopulation 
of  the  unfortunate  country ; '  whether  your  lordahip  recol- 
lects to  have  written  anything  to  that  eifect  about  that  time  P 
A.  I  perfectly  recollect  having  written  the  extracts  that  havo 
been  read." 
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My  iatia.  Lord  ComalHs  b«s  b«€n  c*n«d.  he  haa  \stxB 
exa^n^d  bdove  ym.  We  stopped  our  proceedings  ten  liari 
Sot  At  parpoae  of  takin;  his  ecidence.  'We  do  not  regivt 
Uui  Mkf ;  md  (k  baa  borne  the  testiiaraiy  which  you  bave 
hoH,  to  the  effiscto  of  Mr-  Haatinga'B  eoremment;  of  i 
eoMfay  mm  tlte  moat  fertile  aad  culbTated ;  of  a  people  the 
BKMt  indBrtnooa,  Bourisiiing.  and  happy ;  that  the  one  vta 
wmatei  aad  deaolated,  the  other  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
mrt  and  niiset; ;  and  that  the  lemindars,  that  is,  the  nobility 
■■d  gently  of  the  ooontry,  were  so  bewared,  aa  not  to  tie 
aUe  to  pre  eren  a  ooannoo  decent  education  to  their  chil- 
dioi,  Dotwithataading  the  foandation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  col- 
kcn.  Ton  hare  hewd  this  noble  person,  who  had  been  an 
of  what  he  relates,  supplieating  for  their  relief 
ly  staling,  that  roost  of  the  complicated  miseriea, 
^■3  the  eruellest  of  the  afflictions  they  endured,  arose 
n  the  management  of  the  countrr  having  been  taken  oat 
of  the  hands  of  il^  natural  rulers,  and  given  up  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's &nna«,  namely,  the  banyans  of  Calcutta.  These  are 
the  thinga  that  ought  to  go  to  your  lordships'  hearts.  You 
aee  ft  country  wasted  and  desolated.  You  see  a  third  of  it 
beoiNne  a  jangle  for  wild  beasts.  You  see  the  other  parts 
oppKEsed  by  persons  in  the  form  and  shape  of  men.  but  witii 
ah  the  character  and  disposition  of  beasts  of  prey.  This  state 
of  the  country  is  brought  before  you,  and  by  the  most  unei- 
ceptionsble  evidence,  being  brought  forward  through  Mr. 
Hastings  himself.  This  evidence,  whatever  opinion  jou  may 
entertain  of  the  e&onterr  or  of  the  impudence  of  the  erim- 
inal  who  has  pttniuced  it,  is  of  double  and  treble  force.  And 
yet  at  the  very  time  when  Lord  Cornwallia  is  giving  this  state* 
nient  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  at  the  very  time  when 
he  is  calling  for  pity  upon  their  condition,  are  these  people 
hiuught  forward  to  bear  testimony  to  the  benign  and  auspicious 
gavemmentof  Mr.  Hastings,  directed,  as  your  lordships  know 
it  was,  by  the  merciful  and  upright  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 

My  lords,  you  have  now  the  evidence  of  Lord  ComwaUis, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  razynamas  of  India,  on  the  other. 
But  before  I  dismiss  this  part  of  my  subject,  I  must  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  another  authority ;  to  a  declaration, 
strictly  speaking  Irgal,  of  the  state  to  which  our  Indian 
1  vcae  reduced,  and  of  the  oppreesioas  whicii  thej 
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have  Buffered  during  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastinga. 
speak  of  the  act  24  Geo.  III.,  cap.  25 ;  intituled,  "  An  Act- 1 
for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  affairs  a" 
the  East  India  Company,  and  of  the  British  PoBseasiona  ii 
India;  and  for  eatahlishingacourt  of  judicature  for  the  more  I 
Bpeedy  and  effectual  trial  of  persona  accused  of  offences  ci 
mitted  in  the  East  Indies;  "  §  39. 

Mylorda,  here  is  an  act  of  parliament ;  here  are  regulations 
enacted  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  which  had  been  directed 
to  be  made  into  the  grievances  of  India  for  the  redress  of 
them.  Tliis  act  of  parliament  declares  the  existence  of 
oppresaiona  in  the  country.  What  oppressions  were  they  P 
The  oppressions  which  it  suffered  by  being  let  out  to  the 
farmera  of  the  Company's  revenuea.  Who  was  the  person 
that  sold  theae  revenues  to  the  farmers  ?  Warren  Haatinga. 
By  whom  were  these  oppressions  notified  to  the  court  of 
directors  ?  By  Lord  CornwalEs.  Upon  what  occasion  were 
tbeee  letters  written  by  my  Lord  Comwallia  ?  They  were 
answers  to  inquiries  made  by  the  court  of  directors,  and 
ordered  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  made.  The  existence 
then  of  the  grievances,  and  the  cause  of  them,  are  expressly 
declared  in  an  act  of  parliament.  It  orders  an  inquiry,  and 
liord  Comwallis,  in  consequence  of  that  inquiry,  transmits  to 
the  court  of  directors  this  very  information ;  he  gives  you 
this  identical  state  of  the  country  ;  ao  that  it  is  eonsolidftted, 
mixed,  and  embodied  with  an  act  of  parliament  itself,  which 
no  power  on  earth,  I  trust,  but  the  power  that  made  it,  can 
shake.  I  trust,  I  say,  that  neither  we,  the  Commons,  nor 
you,  the  Lords,  nor  bis  Majesty,  the  sovereign  of  this  country, 
can  shake  one  word  of  this  act  of  parliament, — can  invalidate 
the  truth  of  its  declaration,  or  the  authority  of  the  peraoii»,j, 
men  of  high  honour  and  character,  that  made  that  inquirj*' 
and  this  report.  Tour  lordships  must  repeal  this  act '  ■"  ' 
to  acquit  Mr.  Hastings. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  and  hia  counsel  have  produced  evidence 
against  this  act  of  parliament,  against  the  order  of  the  court 
of  directors,  by  which  an  inquiry  and  report  were  made  under 
that  act,  against  Lord  Comw^is's  return  to  that  inquiry ; 
and  now,  once  for  all,  hear  what  the  miserable  wretches  are 
themaelvea  made  to  say,  to  invalidate  the  act  of  parliameiit, 
to  invalidate  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  invar 
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lidat«  the  evideore  of  an  ofiicial  return  of  Lord  Cornwallii 
under  the  act.  Pray  hear  what  these  miserable  creature* 
describe  as  an  elysiiuo,  speaking  with  rapture  of  their  satis- 
faction under  the  govemmeut  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

"All  we,  zemindara.  choudries,  and  talookdars  of  the  dis- 
tnct  of  Akbamagur,  connnonly  called  Baje  Mhal,  !n  the  king- 
dom of  Bengal,  have  heard  that  the  gentlemen  in  England 
are  din)leased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  suspicion  that  he  o^ 
preasea  us  inbabitauta  of  this  place,  took  our  money  by  deceit 
and  force,  and  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  upon  the 
strength  of  our  religion  and  religious  tenets,  which  we  hold 
as  a  duty  upon  ua,  and  in  order  to  act  conformable  to  the 
duties  of  God,  in  dehvering  evidence,  relate  the  praiseworthy 
actions,  full  of  prudence  and  rectitude,  friendship  and  polite- 
ness, of  Mr.  Hastings,  possessed  of  great  abilities  and  under- 
standing, and  by  representing  facts,  remove  the  doubts  that 
have  possessed  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  in  England ; — 
that  Mr.  Hastings  distributed  protection  and  security  to  re- 
ligion, and  kindness  and  peace  to  all ;  he  is  free  from  the 
chaise  of  embezzlement  and  fraud,  and  that  his  heart  is  void 
of  covetouBuess  and  avidity  ;  during  the  period  of  his  govern- 
ment, no  one  experienced  from  bim  other  than  protection  and 
justice,  never  having  felt  hardships  from  him,  nor  did  the  poor 
ever  know  the  weight  of  an  oppressive  band  from  him. 

"  Our  characters  and  reputations  have  always  been  guarded 
in  quiet  from  attack  by  the  vigilance  of  bis  power  and  fore- 
sight, and  preserved  by  the  terror  of  his  justice ;  he  never 
omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  and  goodness  to- 
wards us  and  those  entitled  to  it,  but  always  applied  by 
Boothinga  and  mildness  the  salve  of  comfort  to  the  wounda 
of  affliction,  not  allowing  a  single  person  to  be  overwhelmed 
by  despair  ;  he  displayed  his  friendship  and  kindness  to  all ; 
he  destroyed  the  power  of  the  enemies  and  wicked  men  by 
the  strength  of  his  terror  ;  he  tied  the  hands  of  tyrants  and 
oppresaora  by  his  justice,  and  by  this  conduct  he  secured 
happiness  and  joy  to  us  ;  be  reestablished  the  foundation  of 
justice,  and  we  at  all  times,  during  his  government,  lived  in 
comfort  and  passed  our  days  in  peace  ;  we  are  many,  many  of 

■  satisfied  and  pleased  with  htiu.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was 
■tlr  well  acijuaiuted  with  the  manners  and  custonw  nf 
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these  oovmtries,  he  was  always  desirous  of  performing  that 
which  would  tend  to  the  preservation  of  our  relif;ion,  and  of 
the  duties  of  our  aecta,  and  guard  the  religioua  customs  of 
each  from  the  effects  of  misfortune  and  accidents  ;  in  erery 
sense  he  treated  us  with  attention  and  respect ;  we  have 
represented,  without  deceit,  what  wo  have  ourflelves  seen, 
and  the  facts  that  happened  froai  him." — This,  my  lords,  is 
in  page  2374  of  the  prmted  minutes. 

My  lords,  we  spare  you  the  reading  of  a  great  numhep  of 
these  attestations ;  they  are  all  written  in  the  same  style ; 
and  it  must  appear  to  your  lordships  a  httle  extraordinary, 
that  as  they  are  said  to  he  totally  voluntary,  as  the  people  are 
r^resented  to  he  crowding  to  make  these  testimonials,  there 
should  be  such  an  unison  iu  the  heart  to  produce  a  language 
that  ia  bo  uniform,  as  not  to  vary  so  much  as  in  a  single  tit- 
tle ;  that  every  part  of  the  country,  every  province,  evetr 
district,  men  of  every  caste  and  of  every  religion,  should  all 
unite  in  espresaing  their  aentimenta  in  the  very  same  words 
and  in  the  very  same  phrases.  I  must  fairly  say,  it  is  a  kind 
of  miraculous  concurrence,  a  miraculous  gratitude.  Mr. 
Hastings  says,  that  gratitude  is  lost  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
There  it  blooms  and  flourishes,  in  a  way  not  to  be  described. 
In  proportion  as  you  hear  of  the  miseries  and  distresses  of 
these  very  people,  in  the  same  proportion  do  they  express 
their  comfort  and  aatiafaetJon,  and  that  they  never  knew  what 
a  grievance  was  of  any  sort.  Lord  Comwallis  finds  them 
aggrieved,  the  court  of  directors  find  them  aggrieved,  the 
parliament  of  Qreat  Britain  find  them  aggrieved,  and  the 
court  here  find  them  aggrieved,  but  they  never  found  them- 
selves aggrieved.  Their  being  turned  out  of  house  and 
home,  and  having  all  their  land  given  to  fanners  of  revenue 
for  five  years  to  riot  in,  and  despoil  them  of  all  they  had,  is 
what  fills  them  with  rapture.  They  are  the  only  people,  1 
believe,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  have  no  complaints 
to  make  of  their  government,  in  any  instance  whatever. 
Theirs  must  he  something  superior  to  the  government  of 
angels  ;  for  1  verily  believe,  that  if  one  out  of  the  choir  of  the 
heavenly  angels  were  sent  to  govern  the  earth,  such  is  the 
nature  of  man,  that  many  would  be  found  disconteiited  with 
it     But  these  people  have  no  complaint,  they  feel  no  htrd- 


#:!0  SPEECH   IN   THE   IMFI^CIIUEST  ( 

ehip^,  no  soiron'.  Hr.  Eaatiiigs  has  realized  mcro  tlian  tLe 
golden  age.  lam  aabanied  for  hiuRan  nature,  I  am  ashamed 
for  our  govemnient,  I  ani  ashamed  for  thia  court  of  juatice, 
tbat  these  things  are  brought  before  ua ;  but  here  thev  are, 
and  ve  muet  obserre  upon  tbem. 

\\  lorda,  we  have  done  on  our  part ;  we  have  made  out 
case ;  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  ma^e  a  few  observu- 
tiona  upon  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  put  for- 
ward in  his  defence.  Does  he  meet  our  case  with  anything 
but  these  general  attestations,  upon  which  I  must  first  remark 
that  there  ia  not  one  single  matter  of  fact  touched  upon  in 
them  p  Your  lordships  will  observe,  and  you  may  hunt  them 
out  through  the  whole  bodv  of  your  minutes,  that  you  do  not 
find  a  single  fact  mentioned  in  any  of  them.  But  there  ia  an 
abundance  of  panegjiic ;  and  if  we  were  doing  nothing  but 
making  satires,  as  the  newspapers  charge  ua  with  doing  againat 
Mr.  Hastings,  panegyric  would  be  a  good  answer. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  seta  up  pleas  of  merit  upon  thia  occasion. 
}iov!,  undoubtedly  no  plea  of  merit  con  be  admitted  to  extin- 
guish, as  your  lordships  know  very  well,  a  direct  char^  of 
i-rime ;  merit  cannot  extinguish  crime.  For  instance,  if 
Lord  Howe,  to  whom  this  country  owes  so  much  as  it  owes 
this  day  for  the  great  and  glorious  victory  which  makes  our 
hearts  glad,  and  I  hope  will  insure  the  security  of  thia  coun- 
try ;  vet  if  Lord  Howe,  I  say,  was  charged  with  embezzling 
the  king's  stores,  or  applying  tbem  in  any  manner  unbecoming 
his  situation,  to  any  shameful  or  scandalous  purpose ;  if  he 
was  accused  of  taking  advantage  of  his  station  to  oppress  any 
of  the  captains  of  his  ships ;  if  he  was  stated  to  have  gone 
into  a  port  of  the  allies  of  this  country,  and  to  have  plundered 
the  inhabitants,  to  have  robbed  their  women,  and  broken  into 
the  recesses  of  their  apartments ;  if  he  had  committed  atroci- 
ties like  these,  his  glorious  victory  could  not  change  the 
nature  and  quality  of  such  acts. 

My  Lord  Malmesbury  has  been  lately  sent  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  his  embassy  will  be  suc- 
cessful, and  that  thia  country  will  derive  great  benefit  from 
his  negotiations.  But  if  Lord  Malmesbury,  from  any  subsidv 
that  was  to  be  paid  to  the  king  of  Frusaia,  was  to  put 
£50,000  iu  bis  own  pocket,  I  believe  that  his  making  a  good 
aod  ttdvantageoua  treaty  with  the  king  of  Prusaia  would 
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never  be  thought  a  good  defence  for  him.  "We  admit,  that 
if  a  man  haa  dono  great  and  eminent  aervicea,  though  they 
cannot  be  a  defence  against  a  charge  of  criraCB,  and  cannot 
obhterato  tfacm ;  yet,  ■when  sentence  cornea  to  be  passed 
upon  aueh  a  man,  you  will  eonaider  first,  whether  his  trans- 
greasions  were  common  lapses  of  human  frailty,  and  whether 
the  nature  and  weight  of  tlie  grievaneea  residting  from  them 
were  light  in  comparison  with  the  aerricea  performed.  I  say 
that  you  cannot  acquit  him.  But  your  lordahipa  might  think 
some  pity  due  to  him,  that  might  mitigate  the  seTerity  of 
your  sentence.  In  the  second  place,  you  would  consider 
whether  the  cTidence  of  the  serviceB  alleged  tu  be  performed 
was  OS  clear  and  undoubted  ob  that  of  the  crimes  charged. 
1  confesa  that,  if  a  man  baa  done  great  aervices,  it  may  be 
some  alleviation  of  lighter  faults ;  but  then  they  ought  to  be 
ut^ed  as  such, — with  inodesty,  with  humility,  with  confes- 
aion  of  the  faults  ;  and  not  with  a  proud  and  insolent  defiance. 
They  should  not  be  stated  aa  proofs  that  he  stands  juatifled 
in  the  eye  of  mankind,  for  committing  unexampled  and  enor- 
mous crimes.  Indeed  humility,  suppliant  guilt,  alwaya  makea 
impression  in  our  bosoms ;  so  that,  when  we  see  it  before  ua, 
we  always  remember  that  we  are  all  frail  men ;  and  nothing 
but  a  proud  defiance  of  law  and  Justice  can  make  us  forget 
this  for  one  moment.  I  believe  the  Commons  of  Gireat 
Britain,  and  I  hope  the  persona  that  apeak  to  you,  know  very 
well  how  to  allow  for  tne  faults  and  frailties  of  mankind 
equitably. 

Let  ua  now  aee  what  are  the  merits  which  Mr,  Hastings 
hoB  set  up  against  the  just  vengeance  ol'  his  country,  and 
against  his  proved  delinquencies.     From  the  language  of  the 

Eiaoner,  and  of  hia  counsel,  you  would  imagine  some  great, 
own,  acknowledged  services  had  been  done  by  him.  Tour 
lordships  recollect  that  most  of  these  presumed  services  have 
been  considered,  and  we  are  persuaded  justly  considered,  as 
in  themselves  crimes.  He  wishes  your  lordships  to  suppose 
and  believe  that  tliese  aervices  were  put  aside,  either  beeauao 
we  could  not  prove  the  facts  against  him,  or  could  not  make 
out  that  they  were  criminal,  and  consequently  that  your  lord- 
shipa  ought  to  presume  them  to  have  been  meritorious ;  and 
this  is  one  of  the  grounds  upou  which  he  demands  to  be  ac- 
quitted  of  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  forward  and 
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proved  against  him.  Finding  in  our  proceedings,  and  re- 
corded upon  our  journala,  an  immeDse  mass  of  criraituditT 
with  which  he  is  charged ;  and  findmg  that  we  had  aeleoted, 
Ba  we  were  bound  to  select,  such  parte  as  might  be  moat  con- 
Teniently  brought  before  your  lordahipa  (for  to  have  gone 
through  the  whole  would  have  been  nearly  impossible),  he 
takes  all  the  rest  that  we  have  left  behind  and  have  not 
brought  here  bb  charges,  and  converta  them,  by  a  strange 
metamorphosis,  into  merits. 

My  lords,  we  must  insist,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  we  must  conjure  your  lordships,  for  the  honour  of 
a  coordinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  that,  whenever  you  are 
called  upon  to  admit  what  we  have  condemned  as  crimes  to 
be  merits,  you  wiU  at  least  give  us  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  upon  the  matter ;  that  you  will  not  suffer  Mr.  Hastings, 
when  attempting  to  defend  himself  against  our  charges,  in 
an  indirect  and  oblique  manner,  to  condemn  or  censure  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  as  having  misrepresented  to  be 
crimes  the  acta  of  a  meritorious  servant  of  the  public.  Mr, 
Hastings  has  pleaded  a  variety  of  merits,  and  every  one  ci 
these  merits,  without  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  have 
been  either  directly  censured  by  the  House  of  Commons,  asd 
censured  as  a  ground  for  legislative  provision,  or  they  remwn 
npontherecordsof  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the  vouchers 
for  them,  and  proofs ;  and  though  we  have  not  actually  eoaie 
to  the  question  upon  every  one  of  them,  we  had  come  before 
the  year  1782  to  forty-five  direct  resolutions  upon  hia  con- 
duct. These  resolutions  were  moved  by  a  person  to  whom 
this  country  is  under  many  obligations,  and  whom  we  must 
always  mention  with  honour,  whenever  we  are  speaking  of 
high  situations  in  this  country,  and  of  great  talents  to  sup- 
port them,  and  of  long  public  services  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  moan  Mr.  Dundas,  then  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
and  now  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  at  the 
head,  and  worthily  and  deservedly  at  the  head,  of  the  East 
Indian  department.  This  distinguished  statesman  moved 
forty-five  resolutions,  the  major  part  of  them  directly  con- 
demning these  very  acts  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  pleaded  M 
his  merits,  as  being  delinquencies  and  crimes.  All  that  the 
House  of  Commons  imploro  of  yom?  lordahipa  is,  that  you 
will  not  take  these  things,  which  we  call  crimes,  to  bemeriU, 
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jritboTifc  hearing  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  aubjei^t 
jBiatter  of  them.  I  am  sure  you  are  too  noble  and  too  gener- 
is well  as  too  juat  and  equitable,  to  act  in  such  a  manner. 

The  first  thing  that  Mr.  Hastings  brings  forward  in  hia 
X  is,  that,  whereas  the  Company  were  obliged  to  pay  a 
a  tribute  to  the  Mogul,  in  consideration  of  a  grant  by 
frhicfa  the  Moguls  gave  to  us  the  legal  title  under  which  we 
hold  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  he  did  stop 
the  payment  of  that  tribute  or  acknowledgment,  small  as  it 
waa  ;  that  though  bound  by  a  treaty  recognised  by  the  Com- 
pany, and  recognised  by  the  nation  ;  though  hound  by  the 
very  sunnud  by  which  he  held  the  very  office  he  waa  eier- 
cising,  yet  he  had  broken  the  treaty,  and  refused  to  pay  the 
stipulated  acknowledgment.  Where  are  we,  my  ior(fe  f  la 
this  merit  ?  Good  Grod  Almighty !  the  greatest  blockhead, 
the  moat  ignorant,  miserable  wretch,  a  person  without  either 
virtue  or  talents,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  a  clerk  to 
strike  a  pen  through  such  an  account,  and  then  to  make  a 
merit  of  it  to  you.  Oh  !  says  he,  I  have  by  a  mere  breach 
ot  your  faith,  by  a  single  daah  of  my  pen,  saved  you  all  this 
money,  which  you  were  bound  to  pay,  I  have  eaonerated 
you  from  the  payment  of  it.  I  have  gained  you  £250,000 
a  year  for  ever.  WiD  you  not  reward  a  person  who  did  you 
such  a  great  and  important  service,  by  conniving  a  little  at 
his  delinquencies  ? 

But  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  allow  that  this  was  a 
great  and  important  service ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  de- 
clared the  aet  itself  to  be  censurable.  There  is  our  resolu- 
tion— resolution  the  7th  ;  "  That  the  conduct  of  the  Company 
and  their  servants  in  India  to  the  king  (meaning  the  Mogul 
king)  and  Nudjiff  Cawn,  with  respect  to  the  tribute  payable 
to  the  one,  and  stipend  to  the  other,  and  with  respect  to  the 
transfer  of  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Illahabad  to  the  Vizier, 
was  contrary  to  policy  and  good  faith  ;  and  that  such  wise 
and  practicable  measures  should  be  adopted  in  future,  as  may 
tend  to  redeem  the  national  honour,  and  recover  the  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  the  princes  of  India." 

This  act  of  injustice,  against  which  we  have  fulminated  tha 
thunder  of  our  resolutions  as  a  heavy  crime — as  a  crime  that 
dinhonoured  the  nation,  and  which  measures  ought  to  be 
taken  to  redress,  this  man  has  the  insolence  to  bring  before 
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grnuted,  at  the  first  view,  that  the  tribute  in  reality  had  heea 
paid  up  to  the  time  stated.  The  books  were  balanced  ;  yon 
find  a  debtor  ;  jou  find  a  creditor ;  every  item  posted  in  as 
re^;ular  a  manner  aa  poasible.  Whilat  they  were  eiomining 
thia  account,  a  Mr.  Crofta,  of  whom  your  lordahipa  have 
heard  very  often  as  accountant-general,  cornea  forward  and 
declares  that  there  was  a  little  error  in  t!ie  account.  And 
what  was  the  error  ?  That  he  had  entered  the  Mogul's 
tribute  for  one  year  more  than  it  had  actually  been  paid. 
Here  we  have  the  small  error  of  a  payment  to  the  Mogul  of 
dE250,000.  Thia  appeared  strange.— Whj',  eaya  Mr.  Crofta, 
I  never  discovered  it;  nor  was  it  ever  intimated  to  me  that 
it  had  been  stopped  from  October,  1773,  till  the  other  day, 
■when  I  was  informed  that  I  ought  not  to  have  made  aa 
entry  of  the  last  payments.  These  were  hia  espreaaions. 
Ton  will  find  the  whole  relation  in  the  Bengal  Appendix, 
printed  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  "When  Mr. 
Croftes  waa  asked  a  very  natural  question.  Who  first  told 
you  of  your  mistake  p — who  acquainted  you  with  Mr.  Haat- 
mga'a  orders,  that  the  payment  ahould  be  expunged  from  the 
account  P — What  is  hia  answer  ?  It  is  an  answer  worthy  of 
Mr.  Middleton,  an  answer  worthy  of  Mr.  Larkins,  or  of  any  of 
the  other  white  banyans  of  Mr.  Hastings:  Oh!  Ihavefoi^ot- 
ten.  Here  you  have  an  accountant-general  kept  in  ignorance, 
or  who  pretends  to  be  ignorant,  of  so  large  a  payment  as 
£250,000  ;  who  enters  it  falsely  in  his  account ;  and  when 
asked  who  apprized  him  of  hia  mistake,  says  that  he  has 
really  forgotten. 

On,  my  lords,  what  resourcea  there  are  in  oblivion,  what 
resourcea  there  are  in  bad  memory  !  no  genius  ever  has  done 
BO  much  for  mankind  aa  this  mental  defect  has  done  for  Mr. 
Haatinga'a  accountants.  It  was  said  by  one  of  the  ancient 
philosophers,  to  a  man  who  proposed  to  teach  people  memory 
— "  I  wiah  you  could  teach  me  oblivion  ;  I  wish  you  could 
teach  me  to  forget."  These  people  have  certainly  not  been 
taught  the  art  of  memory,  bnt  they  appear  perfect  masters 
of  the  art  of  forgetting.  My  lords,  this  la  not  all ;  and 
I  must  request  your  lordships'  attention  to  the  whole  of  the 
aecouot,  as  it  appears  in  the  account  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 
king,  annexed  to  your  minutes.     Here  is  a  kind  of  labyrinth, 
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where  fraud  runs  into  fraud.  On  the  credit  i«ide  joa  find 
etated  there  eight  la<:ka  paid  to  the  Yizier,  aud  to  be  taken 
from  the  Mogul'a  tribute,  for  the  support  of  an  army,  of 
which  he  himaelf  had  stipulated  to  bear  the  vhole  eipeoBea. 
These  eight  lacks  are  thus  fraudulently  accounted  for  upou 
the  face  of  the  thing;  nud  fl'ith  respect  to  eighteen  lacks, 
the  remainder  of  the  tribute,  there  is  no  account  given  of  it 
at  all.  This  sum  Mr.  Hastings  must,  therefore,  have  pock- 
eted for  his  own  use,  or  that  of  his  gang  of  peculators ;  and 
whilst  he  was  pretending  to  save  you  eight  lacks  by  one 
fraud,  he  committed  another  fraud  of  eighteen  lacks  for  him- 
self; and  this  is  the  raethod  by  which  one  act  of  peculation 
begets  another  in  the  economy  of  fraud. 

Thus  much  of  these  affaire  I  think  myself  bound  to  state 
to  your  lordships  upon  this  occasion ;  tor,  although  not  one 
word  has  been  produced  by  the  counsel  to  support  the  alle- 
gations of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  yet,  knowing  that  your 
lordships,  high  as  you  are,  are  still  but  men,  knowing  also 
that  bold  assertions  and  confident  dedarationa  are  apt  to 
make  some  impresBion  upon  all  men's  minds,  we  oppose  his 
allegations.  But  how  do  we  oppose  them  ? — Not  by  things 
of  the  like  nature.  We  oppose  them,  by  showiBg  you  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  after  diligent  investigation,  has  con- 
demned  them,  and  by  stating  the  grounds  upou  which  the 
House  founded  its  condemnation.  We  send  you  to  the 
records  of  the  Company,  if  you  want  to  pursue  this  matter 
ftirther,  to  enlighten  your  own  minds  upon  theaubject.  Do 
not  think,  my  lords,  that  we  are  not  aware  how  ridicidoua  it 
is  for  either  party,  the  accuser  or  the  accused,  to  make  here 
any  assertions  without  producing  vouchers  for  them ;  we 
know  it ;  but  we  are  prepared  and  ready  to  take  upon  usthe 
proof:  and  we  should  be  ashamed  to  assert  anything  that 
we  are  not  able  directly  to  substantiate,  by  an  immediate 
reference  to  uncontradicted  evidence. 

With  regard  to  the  merits  pleaded  by  the  prisoner,  Wfl 
could  efiace  that  plea  with  a  single  stroke,  by  saying  there 
is  no  evidence  before  your  lordships  of  any  such  merita. 
But  we  have  done  more.  We  hare  shown  you  that  the 
things  which  he  has  set  up  as  merits  are  atrotdoua  crimes, 
•nd  that  there  ia  not  one  of  them  which  does  not,  in  the 
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Tery  nature  and  cireumstaaceB  of  it,  carry  evidence  tif  base 
corruption,  as  well  as  of  flagrant  injustice  and  notorious  breach 
of  puolic  faith. 

The  nest  thing  that  ho  takes  credit  for  is  precisely  an  act 
of  this  description.  The  Mogul  had,  by  solemn  stipulation 
with  the  Company,  a  royal  domain  insured  to  him,  consisting 
of  two  provinces,  Corah  and  AHahahad.  Of  both  these  pro- 
vinces Mr.  Hastings  deprived  the  Mogul  upon  weak  pre- 
tences, if  proved,  in  point  of  fact,  but  which  were  never 
proved,  in  any  sense,  against  him.  I  allude  particularly  to 
nis  alleged  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  a  people,  by  the 
vtay,  with  whom  we  were  not  then  at  war,  and  with  whom 
he  bad  as  good  a  right  as  Nudjeive  KhfLn  to  enter  into  alli- 
ance at  that  time.  He  takes  these  domains,  almost  the  last 
Trrecks  of  empire  left  to  the  descendant  of  Tamerlane,  from 
the  man,  I  say,  to  whose  voluntary  grants  we  owe  it  that  we 
have  put  a  foot  in  Bengal.  Surely  we  ought,  at  least,  to  have 
kept  our  faith  in  leaving  this  last  retreat  to  that  unfortunate 
prince.  The  House  of  Commons  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
consequently  they  resolved,  "  that  the  transfer  of  Corah  and 
Allahabad  to  the  Vizier  was  contrary  to  policy  and  good 
laith."  This  is  what  the  Commons  think  of  this  business, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  pleads  as  merits. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  it.  These  provinces  are 
estimated  as  worth  twenty-two  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  that  is, 
about  £220,000  a  year.  1  believe  they  were  improvable  to 
a  good  deal  more.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  9  Instead 
of  taking  them  into  the  Company's  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  them  for  the  Mogul,  upon  the  event  of  our 
being  better  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  or  of  appropriating 
them  to  the  Company's  advantage,  he  sells  them  to  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude,  who  he  knew  had  the  art,  above  all  men,  of  de- 
fltroying  a  country  which  be  was  to  keep,  or  which  he  might 
fear  he  was  not  to  keep,  permanent  possession  of.  And  what 
do  you  think  he  sold  them  for  P  He  sold  them  at  a  httle 
more  than  two  years'  purchase.  Will  any  man  believe  that 
Jlr.  Hastings,  when  he  sold  these  provinces  to  the  Vizier  for 
itwo  years'  purchase  (and  when  there  was  no  man  that  would 
not  nave  given  ten  years'  purchase  for  them),  did  not  put 
the  difference  between  the  real  and  pretended  value  into  liis 
ovrn  pocket  and  that  of  bis  associates  f 
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We  chjtfge,  therefore,  first,  that  tUis  act,  fcr  which  he  as- 
■oroea  merit,  was  in  itself  a  breach  of  faith ;  next,  that  the 
sale  of  these  provinces  was  acaodalouBly  conducted ;  and 
thirdly,  that  this  sale,  at  one-fifth  of  the  real  ralue,  wu 
effected  for  corrupt  purpoaea,  Thua  an  act  of  threefold  de- 
linquency is  one  of  the  merita  stated  with  great  pomp  by 
hia  counsel. 

Another  of  hia  merits  ia  the  stoppage  of  the  penaion  which 
the  Company  was  under  an  obligation  to  pay  to  Nudjeive 
Khan ; — a  matter  which,  even  if  admitted  to  be  a  merit,  is 
oertaioiy  not  worth,  as  a  set-ofi^  much  consideration. 

But  there  is  another  set-ofi"  of  merit  upon  which  he  plumes 
himself,  and  sets  an  exceedingly  high  value — the  sale  of  the 
Eohilla  nation  to  that  worthleas  tyrant,  the  Vizier,  their  cruel 
and  hitter  enemy,  the  cruellest  tyrant,  perhaps,  that  ever 
existed,  and  their  moat  implacable  enemy,  if  we  except  Mr. 
Hastings,  who  appears  to  have  had  a  concealed  degree  of 
animosity,  public,  private,  or  political,  against  them.  To 
this  man  he  sold  this  whole  nation,  whose  country,  culti- 
vated like  a  garden,  was  soon  reduced,  as  Mr.  HaatingB,  from 
the  character  of  the  Vizier,  knew  would  he  the  consequence, 
to  a  mere  desert,  for  £400,000 ;  he  sent  a  brigade  of  our 
troops  to  assist  the  Vider  in  extirpating  these  people,  who 
were  the  bravest,  the  most  honourable,  and  generoua  nation 
upon  earth.  Those  who  were  not  left  slaughtered  to  rot 
upon  the  soil  of  their  native  country,  were  cruelly  eipelled 
from  it,  and  sent  to  publish  the  merciless  and  scandalous  be- 
haviour of  Great  Bntain  from  one  end  of  India  to  the  other. 
I  believe  there  is  not  an  honest,  ingenuous,  or  feeling  heart 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  I  believe  there  ia  no  man  poa- 
aeasing  the  least  degree  of  regard  to  honour  and  juatice,  hu- 
manity and  good  policy,  that  daA  not  reprobate  this  act.  The 
court  of  directors,  when  they  heard  of  it,  reprobated  it  in 
the  strongest  manner ;  the  court  of  proprietors  reprobated 
it  in  the  strongest  manner ;  by  the  House  of  Commons,  after 
the  most  diligent  investigation,  it  was,  in  a  reaolution  moved 
'  Mr.  Dundas,  reprobated  in  the  strongest  manner:  and 
I  is  the  act  which  Mr.  Hastings  bringa  forward  before 
youF  lordships  as  a  merit, 

"Hut,  again,  I  can  prove,  that  in  this,  perhapa,  the  most 
'UnUB  of  all  bis  demerits,  there  ia  a  most  horrid  and  i 
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fariouB  secret  corriiption  lurkiug.     I  can  tell  3'our  lorJahips,   ' 
that  9ir  Robert  Barker  was  offered  by  this  Vizier,  for  about   I 
one-half  of  this  very  country,  namely,  the  country  of  the  J 
Eohilks,  a  sum  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  that  is,  £500,000. 
Mr.  Hastings  was  informed  of  tHa  offer  by  Sir  Robert  Barker, 
in  his  letter  of  the  24th  March,  1773.     Still,  in  the  face  o*    I 
this  information,  Mr.  Hastings  took  for  the  Company  only 
forty  lacks  of  rupees.     I  leave  your  lordships  to  draw  your 
own  conclusion  from  these  facts.     Tou  will  judge  what  be- 
came of  the  difference  between  the  price  offered  and  the 
price  accounted  for,  as  taken ;  nothing  on  earth  can  hide 
from  mankind  why  Mr.  Hastings  made  this  wicked,  corrupt 
bargain  for  the  extermination  of  a  brave  and  generous  people : 
why  he  took  £400,000  for  the  whole  of  that,  for  half  of 
which  he  was  offered  and  knew  he  might  have  had  £500,000. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  lor  all  these  facts  there 
is  no  evidence  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  directly  before 
you.  Their  merits  have  been  insisted  upon  in  long  and  labori- 
ous details  and  discussions,  both  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
and  by  his  counsel.  We  have  answered  them  for  that  reason ; 
but  we  answer  theia  with  a  direct  reference  to  records  and 
papers,  from  which  your  lordships  may  judge  of  them  as  set- 
ofifi  and  merits.  I  believe  your  lorifchips  wiU  now  hardly 
receive  them  as  merits  to  set  off  guilt,  since  in  eveir  one  of 
them  there  is  both  guilt  in  the  aet,and  strong  ground  for  pre- 
suming that  he  had  corruptly  taken  money  tor  himself. 

The  last  act  of  merit  that  has  been  insisted  upon  by  his 
counsel  is  the  Mahratta  peace.  They  have  stated  to  yoa 
the  distresses  of  the  Company,  to  justify  the  unhandsome 
and  improper  means  that  he  took  of  laaking  this  peace.  Mr. 
Hastings  himself- has  laid  hold  of  the  same  opportunity  of 
magnifying  the  difficulties  which,  during  his  government,  lie 
had  to  contend  with.  Here  he  displays  all  his  tactics.  He 
mireads  all  his  sails,  and  here  catches  every  gale.  He  says, 
i  found  all  India  confederated  against  you.  I  found  not  the 
Mahrattas  alone;  I  found  war  through  a  hundred  hostile  states 
iulminated  against  you ;  I  found  the  Peshwa,  the  Nizam, 
Hyder  Ally,  the  Eajah  of  Berar,  all  combined  together  for  your 
destruction.  I  stemmed  the  torrent ;  fortitude  is  my  charac- 
ter. I  faced  and  overcame  all  these  difficulties,  till  I  landed 
your  affaire  safe  on  shore  ;  till  I  stood  the  saviour  of  India. 
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ttf  I'irds,  we  uf  die  House  of  Commona  luive  before  hetcil 
ail  this,  bat  we  tfimtiMt  &irg«C  that  we  examined  into  even 
part  at'  it,  ami  dial  we  liiil  not  find  a  aingle  ^e  stated  by 
mm.  that  was  oot  a  groond  of  censore  and  reprobation.  The 
Hi)iiae  of  Commoiia.  in  the  resolutions  Co  which  I  hare  al-  I 
'  .(imi,  have  dei.-lared  that  Mr,  Haetmga,  the  first  author  of 
these  proi-eediogs.  took  advantage  of  an  ambigu<»i3  letter  of 
the  ooun  of  direL'tors.  to  breuk  and  violate  the  most  solemn,  , 
the  moeC  advantageous,  and  OBeful  treaty  that  tbe  Companj 
had  ever  made  in  India;  and  that  this  oondnct  of  bis  pro- 
duced tbe  strange  and  unnatural  juaciioa  which,  he  sajs,ha 
ibond  formed  against  the  Company,  anil  with  which  he  had 
to  ixtmbat.  I  should  trouble  your  Lordships  with  bat  a  brief 
statement  of  the  &cta,  and  if  I  do  not  enter  more  at  lai^  in 
oba^ring  upon  them,  it  ii  because  I  cannot  but  feel  shocked 
at  the  iadeeeaej  and  impropriety  of  yoor  being  obliged  to 
bear  of  that  aa  merit,  whiiMt  tfaie  Uouje  of  Commons  baa 
condemJ^ed  in  every  part.  Toar  lordships  received  obliquely 
evidence  &om  the  pnaoner  at  your  bar  upon  thia  subject ;  jet 
wb«a  w«  came  and  desired  your  full  inquiry  into  it,  your 
kvdahips.  Sex  wise  and  ju^  leaaona,  1  have  no  doubt,  refused 
oar  request.  I  mu^  however,  a^in  protect  on  tbe  part  of 
die  Commona  againai  your  lordslups  receiving  such  evidence 
at  all,  ta  relevant  to  vour  judgment,  unless  the  House  of 
Commona  ia  ftdly  hear^  upon  it. 

But  to  proceed. — The  government  of  Bombay  had  offended 
tbe  Mahratta  states,  bv  a  moet  violent  aad  scan^ous  aggres- 
notL.  They  afterwards  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them, 
btmouiable  and  advantj^eous  to  tbe  Company.  This  treaty 
waa  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and  is  called  Tbe  Treaty  of 
PoTunda.  Mr.  Hastings  broke  that  treaty,  up'n  his  declared 
principle,  that  you  are  to  look  in  war  for  tbt  reaources  of 
your  government.  All  India  was  at  that  time  in  peace. 
Hyder  Ally  did  not  dare  to  attack  us ;  because  he  was  afraid 
that  his  uatural  enemies,  tbe  Mahratlaa,  would  fall  upon  him. 
The  Nizam  could  not  attack  us,  because  he  waa  also  afraid 
of  the  Mahrattas.  The  Mahnitta  state  itself  was  divided  into 
such  discordant  branches,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them 
to  unite  in  any  one  object  ;— that  commonwealth,  which  cer- 
tunly  at  that  time  was  the  terror  of  India,  was  so  Droken,  as 
lo  render  't  either  totally  ineflective  or  easy  to  be  resisted; 
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there  Tvas'not  one  govermnent  in  India  that  did  not  look  up 
to  Great  BritainaBholding  the  halance  of  power,  and  in  a  posi- 
tion to  control  and  do  iuKtice  to  every  individual  party  m  it. 
At  that  juncture  Mr.  Hastinga  deliberately  hroke  the  treaty 
of  Porunda  ;  and  afterwards,  by  breaking  faith  with  and 
attacking  all  the  powers,  one  after  another,  he  produced  that 
very  union  which  one  would  hardly  have  expected  that  the 
incapacity  or  ill  faith  of  any  governor  could  have  effected. 
Tour  lordshipa  shall  hear  the  beat  and  most  incontrovertible 
evidence,  botn  of  his  incapacity  and  ill  faith,  and  of  the  eon- 
BequenccB  which  they  produced.  It  is  the  declaration  of  one 
of  the  latest  of  their  allies,  concerning  all  these  proceedings. 
It  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Bajah  of  Berar,  directly 
and  strongly  inculpating  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  facts  which  he 
has  never  denied,  and  by  arguments  which  he  has  never  r^ 
futed,  as  being  liimself  the  cause  of  that  very  junction  of  bIHm 
the  powers  of  India  against  ua,  ,  I 

Letter  from  Beneram  Pundit. — "  As  the  friendship  of  the 
English  is,  at  all  events,  the  first  and  most  necessary  consider- 
ation, I  will  therefore  exert  myself  in  eatabliahing  peace  ; 
for  the  power  of  making  peace  with  all  is  the  beat  oDJeet ; 
to  this  all  other  measures  are  subaervient,  and  will  certainly 
be  done  by  them,  the  English.  Tou  write,  that  after  having 
laid  the  foimdation  of  peace  with  the  Pundit  Purdhaun,  it  is 
requisite  that  some  troops  should  be  sent  with  General  God- 
dard  against  Hyder  Naig,  and  take  poasesaion  of  his  country, 
when  all  those  engagements  and  proposals  may  be  assented 
to.  My  reason  is  confounded  in  discussing  thia  auggeation 
at  a  time  when  Hyder  Naig  is  in  evprv  respect  in  alliance 
with  the  Peiahwa,  and  baa  asaiated,  with  hia  soul  and  life,  to 
repel  the  English.  For  ua  to  unite  our  troops  with  those  of 
the  enemy,  and  eitirpate  him, — would  not  this  fix  the  atamp 
of  infamy  upon  ua  for  ever  p  Would  any  prince,  for  gener- 
ations to  come,  ever  after  assist  us,  or  unite  with  the  Peish- 
wa?  Be  yourself  the  judge,  and  say  whether  auch  a  con- 
duet  would  become  a  prince  or  not, — "Why  then  do  you 
mention  it  ? — why  do  you  write  it  P 

"  The  case  ia  as  followa. — At  first  there  waa  the  utmost 

enmity  between  Hyder  Naig  and  tjie  Pundit  Purdhaun,  and 

there  was  the  fullest  intention  of  sending  troops  into  Hyder 

r  Saig'fl  Muntr)- ;  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  with 
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Boabaj  aad  the  ofitare  of  Bagonaut  Kow,  it  wos  finnlj 
iMoltgd  to  Mud  traoDB  into  ilimt  quarter ;  and  a  reliauci 
[ill  II  il  in  the  tnaty  whidt  «aa  entered  into  by  the  geotli 
of  BobIm;  before  die  war ;  but  when  Eagonaut  agaia  nent 
I,  wtd  Oenenl  Ooddard  was  ready  to  commence  hos- 
'mi  no  r^^fd  was  niid  to  the  friendly  proposals 
>  and  tbe  Pandit  Feiahwa— when  tber  desisted 
g  to  Poonah,  agreeable  to  their  promise,  and  a 
loawer  w^  gi^en  to  the  deputies  &om  Poonali ; 
i  of  Poraiah  then  consulted  among  themselves, 
and  having  adrised  with  the  Xaboh  Nizam  u1  Dowlah,  thej 
eoosidered  that  as  enemies  were  appearing  on  both  sides,  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  cope  with  t>oth,  what  was  to  be  done. 
Peace  must  be  made  with  one  of  them,  and  war  must  be 
earned  on  with  the  other.  They  wished  above  all  things,  in 
their  hearts,  to  make  peace  with  the  English  gentlemen,  and 
to  unite  with  theiu  to  punish  Hyder  Xaig;  but  these  gen- 
tlemen had  plainlr  refiised  to  enter  into  any  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation ;  it  was  therefore  advisable  to  accommodate  matters 
with  Hvder  Naig,  although  he  had  been  lone  an  enemy. — 
What  else  could  be  djne  ?  Having  nothing  left  for  it,  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  an  union  with  Hyder." 

My  lords,  this  declaration,  made  to  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
«M  never  answered  by  him;  indeed,  answered  it  could  not 
be;  because  the  thing  was  manifest,  that  all  the  desolation 
of  the  Camatie  by  Hyder  Ally,  all  these  difficidties  upon 
which  he  has  insisted,  the  whole  of  that  union  by  which  he 
was  pressed,  and  against  which,  as  he  says,  he  bore  up  with 
such  fortitude,  was  his  own  work,  the  consequences  of  hia 
bad  faith  and  hia  not  listening  to  any  reasonable  terms  of 

But,  my  lords,  see  what  sort  of  peace  he  afterwards  made. 
I  could  prove,  if  I  were  called  upon  so  to  do,  from  this  paper. 
that  they  have  had  the  folly  and  madness  to  produce  to  you 
for  other  ptirposea,  that  he  might  at  any  time  have  made  a 
better  treaty,  and  have  concluded  a  more  secure  and  advan- 
tageous peace,  than  that  which  at  last  he  acceded  to :  that 
the  treaty  he  made  was  both  disadvantageous  and  dishononp. 
able  ;  inasmuch,  as  we  gave  up  every  ally  we  had,  and  sacri- 
■^  to  the  resentment  of  the  enemy  :  that  Mabadajee 
ned  by  it  an  empire  of  a  magnitude  dai^gerous  to 
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our  very  eiistence  in  India ;  thnt  this  chief  was  permitted  to 
exterminate  all  the  many  little  gallimt  nations  that  stood 
between  ua  and  the  Mahmttaa,  and  wboae  policy  led  them  to 
guard  against  the  ambitious  designs  of  that  goyemment. 
Almost  ^1  these  leaser  powers,  from  central  India  quite  up 
to  tiie  mountains  that  divide  India  from  Tartary,  almost  all 
these,  I  say,  were  esterminated  by  him,  or  were  brought 
under  a  cruel  subjection.  The  peace  he  made  with  Mr. 
Hastings  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  all  this ;  and  Mr. 
Haatinga  enabled  him,  and  gave  him  the  means  of  effecting' 
it,  Advert  next,  my  lords,  to  what  he  did  with  other  allieB. 
By  the  treaty  of  Porunda,  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and 
which  he  flagitiously  broke,  we  had  acquired  what,  God 
knows,  we  httle  merited  from  the  Mahrattas,  twelve  lacks 
(£112,000)  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  a  country  of 
three  lacks  of  annual  revenue,  the  province  of  Burratch  and 
the  lale  of  Salset,  and  other  small  islands  convenient  for  us. 
upon  that  coast.  This  waa  a  great,  useful,  and  momentous 
accession  of  territory  and  of  revenue,  and  we  got  it  with 
honour  ;  for  not  one  of  our  allies  waa  sacriflced  by  this  treaty. 
We  had  even  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  for  Bagonaut  Eow, 
our  support  of  whom  against  that  government  waa  a  principal 
cause  of  the  war,  an  establishment  of  a  thousand  horse,  to 
be  maintained  at  their  expense,  and  a  jaghire  for  his  other 
expenses  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum,  payable 
monthly,  with  leave  to  reside  within  their  territories,  with 
no  other  condition  than  that  he  should  not  remove  from  the 
place  fixed  for  hia  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dis- 
turbances against  their  government.  They  also  stipulated 
for  the  pardon  of  all  hia  adherenta,  except  four ;  and  the  only 
condition  they  required  from  us  was,  that  we  ahould  nA 
assist  him  in  case  oi  any  future  disturbance.  But  Mr.  Hast- 
inga,  by  his  treaty,  surrendered  that  country  of  three  lacks 
of  revenue  ;  he  made  no  Btipulotion  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  nor  indemnity  for  any  of  the  persons  whom  he  had 
seduced  into  the  rebellion,  in  favour  of  Hagonaut  Eow.  He 
gave  them  all  up  to  the  vengeance  of  their  government*, 
without  a  stroke  of  a  pen  in  their  favour,  to  be  baniahed, 
confiscated,  and  undone.  And  as  to  Hagonaut  Eow,  instead 
of  getting  him  this  honourable  and  secure  retreat,  as  he  waa 
bound  to  do,  this  unfortunate  man  was  ordered  to  retire  to 
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his  enemy's  (Matadaiee  Scindia'a)  country  ;  or  otherwise  bt  j 
woa  not  to  receire  a  anilling  for  hia  maintenance.  I  will  now 
ask  your  lordabips  whether  any  man  but  Mr.  Hnstings 
would  claim  a  merit  with  his  own  country  tor  having  broken 
the  treah  of  Porunda  ?  Tour  lordships  know  the  opinion 
of  the  Ilouse  of  Commons  respecting  it ;  hia  colleagues  in 
council  had  remonstrated  with  him  upon  it,  and  had  stated 
the  miachiefs  that  would  result  from  it ;  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
the  commander  of  the  Company's  forces,  writing  at  the  same 
time  from  Madras,  states,  that  he  thought  it  would  in&UiWj 
bring  down  upon  them  Hyder  Ally,  who,  they  had  reason 
to  think,  was  bent  upon  the  utter  destmctioQ  of  the  power 
of  this  country  in  India,  and  was  only  waiting  for  some 
crisis  in  our  affaira  favourable  to  his  designs.  Tbia,  my  lords, 
is  to  be  one  of  the  set-offs  against  all  the  crimes,  agamst  the 
raultipHed  frauds,  cruelties,  and  oppressions,  all  the  coirnpt 
practices,  prevarications,  and  swindlings,  that  we  have  al- 
leged againat  him. 

My  lords,  it  would  be  an  endless  undertaking,  and  such  u 
at  this  hour  of  the  day  we,  as  well  aa  your  lordships,  we 
little  fitted  to  engage  in,  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  searck  into 
and  unveil  all  the  secret  motives,  or  to  expose,  as  it  deserreB,    l 
the  ahameleas  audacity,  of  this  man's  conduct.    None  of  your 
lordahips  can  have  observed,  without  astonishment,  the  selee-    I 
tion  of  hia  merits,  as  he  audaciously  colls  them,  'n'hich  bu    I 
been  brongbt  before  you.     The  last  of  this  selection,  in    1 

iiarticular,  looks  as  if  he  meant  to  revile  and  spit  upon  the    |i 
egislatnre  of  his  country  ;  because  we  and  you  thought  itfit,    , 
end  were  resolved  to  publish  to  all  India,  that  we  wiH  not    i 
countenance  offensive  wars  ;    and    that  you   felt   this  w 
strongly,  aa  to  pass  the  first  act  of  a  kind  that  was  ever  made ; 
namely,  an  act  to  limit  the  discretionary  power  of  govern- 
ment in  making  war  solely  ;  and  because  you  have  done  t!ii« 
Bolely,  and  upon  no  other  account,  and  ibr  no  other  reason 
under  heaven,  than  the  abuse  which  that  man  at  yonr  bar 
'laa  made  of  it,  and  for  which  abuse  he  now  presumes  to 
take  merit  to  iiimself.     I  will  read  this  part  of  the  act  to 
your  lordahips. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  24  Geo.  III.  cap.  24,  sect.  34] 
"And  wherea:a  to  pursue  schemim  of  conquest  t 
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fliou  of  dominion  in  India  ore  measures  repugnant  ta  the 
wish,  the  honour,  and  polity  of  this  nation  ;  Be  it  therefore 
futher  enacted  h_v  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  ehall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  Governor- General  and  council  of  Fort  AVil- 
liam  aforesaid,  without  the  eipresa  comroaod  and  authorilT 
of  the  said  court  of  directors,  or  of  the  secret  committee  of 
the  said  court  of  directors,  in  any  ease  (except  where  hoa- 
tilitiea  have  actually  been  commenced,  or  preparations  actu- 
ally made  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
British  nation  in  India,  or  against  some  of  the  princes  or 
Btatea  dependent  thereon,  or  whose  territories  the  said  united 
Company  shall  be  at  Buch  time  engaged  by  any  aubsistiug 
treaty  to  defend  or  guarantee),  either  to  declare  war  or  com- 
mence hostilities,  or  enter  into  any  treaty  for  making  war, 
against  any  of  the  country  princes  or  states  in  India,  or  any 
treaty  for  guaranteeing  the  possessions  of  any  country  princes 
or  states ;  and  that  in  such  case  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
saidGroTemor-OBaeral  Bod  council  to  declare  war,or  commence 
hostilities,  or  enter  into  treaty  for  making  war,  against  other 
prince  or  state  tbun  such  as  shall  be  actually  committing  hos* 
tilities  or  making  preparations  as  aforesaid,  or  to  make  such 
treaty  for  guaranteeing  the  possessions  of  any  prince  or  state, 
but  upon  the  consideration  of  such  prince  or  state  actually 
engaging  to  assist  the  Company  against  such  hostilities  com- 
menced or  preparations  mode  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  hostilities  shall  be  commenced  or  treaty  made, 
the  said  Go remor- General  and  council  shall,  by  the  most  ei- 
peditious  means  they  can  devise,  communicate  the  same 
unto  the  said  court  of  directors,  together  with  a  full  state  of 
the  information  and  intelligeoce  upon  which  they  shall  have 
commenced  such  hostilities  or  made  such  treaties,  and  their 
motives  and  reasons  for  the  same  at  large." 

It  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  made  in  this 
kingdom,  the  first  statute,  I  believe,  that  ever  was  made  by 
the  legislature  of  any  nation  upon  the  subject,  and  it  was 
made  solely  upon  the  resolutions  to  which  we  had  come 
against  the  violent,  intemperate,  unjust,  and  perfidious  acta 
of  this  man  at  your  lordships'  bar,  and  which  acts  are  now 

t produced  before  your  lordships  as  merits. 
To  show  further  to  your  lordships  how  necessary  this 
■ct  was,  here  is  a  part  of  his  own  correspondence,  the  last 
,                                                    9  F  3 
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thiug  I  aLall  beg  to  read  to  your  lordships,  and  upon  wtiei 
I  shall  make  no  other  comnient,  than  that  you.  will  leani 
fi^m  it  how  well  British  I'aith  waa  kept  by  thia  man  ;  and 
that  it  waa  the  violation  of  Britisli  faith  whieh.  prerented 
our  having  the  most  advantageous  peace,  and  brought  on  all 
the  calamiticB  of  war. 

It  is  part  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  the  Rajah  of  Be- 
rar,  a  man  called  Boneram  Pundit,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
was  at  the  time  treating  for  a  peace  ;  and  he  tells  him  whj 
he  might  have  had  peace  at  that  time,  and  why  he  had  it 
not ;  and  that  the  cause  of  it  was  his  own  ridiculous  and 
even  buffoonish  perfidiousness,  which  exposed  him  to  the 
ridicule  of  all  the  princes  of  India,  and  with  him  the  whole 
British  nation. 

"  But  afterwards  refleeting  that  it  was  not  advisable  for 
me  to  be  in  such  haste,  before  1  had  understood  all  the  con- 
tents of  the  papers ;  I  opened  them  in  the  preaence  of  the 
Maha  Bajah,  when  all  the  Kharetaa  letter,  copies,  and  treaties, 
were  perused  with  the  greatest  attention  and  care.  First, 
they  convinced  ua  of  your  great  truth  and  sincerity,  and  that 
you  never,  from  the  beginning  to  this  time,  were  inclined  to 
the  present  disputes  and  hostilities  ;  and  neit,  that  yoti  have 
not  included  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty  any  of  your  wishes 
or  inclinations,  and,  in  short,  the  garden  ai  the  treaty  ap- 
peared to  UB  in  all  its  parts  green  and  flouriahing.  But 
though  the  fruits  of  it  were  exceUent,  yet  they  appear  different 
from  those  of  Colonel  Upton's  treaty  (the  partieulara  of 
which  I  have  frequently  written  to  j'ou),  and,  upon  tasting 
them,  prove  to  be  bitter  and  very  difterent,  when  compared  Ifl 
the  Ibrmer  articles.  How  can  any  of  the  old  and  established 
obligations  be  omitted,  and  new  matters  agreed  to,  which  it  ia 
plain  thafcthey  will  produce  and  damage?  Some  points  which 
you  have  mentionei,  under  the  plea  of  the  faith  and  observ- 
ance of  treaties,  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Poooah  min- 
isters can  never  assent  to  them  ;  in  all  engagements  and  im- 
portant transactions,  in  which  the  words  but,  and  although, 
and  betides,  and  whereas,  and  why,  and  other  such  words  of 
doubt  are  introduced,  it  givea  an  opening  to  disputes  and 
misunderstandings.  A  treaty  is  meant  for  the  entire  removal 
01  bjI  differences,  not  for  the  increase  of  thpm.     My  depart-     ^ 
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nre  for  Poonah  Las  therefore  been  delayed."  My  lorilB,  con 
aider  to  what  ironies  and  insults  this  nation  was  exposed,  and 
how  necesaary  it  waa  for  us  to  originate  that  bill,  whicli  your 
lordships  paoHed  into  an  act  of  parliament,  vith  his  Majesty's 
assent ;  the  words  hut,  althowgh,  besides,  whereas,  and  loAy, 
and  such  like,  are  introduced  to  give  an  opening,  and  so  on. 
Then  he  desirea  him  to  send  another  treaty,  fit  for  him  to 
sign. 

"  I  have  therefore  kept  the  treaty  with  the  greatest  care 
and  caution  in  my  poHsession,  and  nave  taken  a  copy  of  it ; 
I  have  added  to  each  article  another,  which  appeared  to  me 
proper  and  advisable  ;  and  without  any  loss  or  disadvantage 
to  the  English,  or  anything  more  in  favour  of  the  Pundit 
Purdhaun  than  waa  contained  in  the  former  treaties.  This  I 
have  sent  to  you,  and  hope  that  you  will  prepare  and  send  a 
treaty  conformable  to  that,  without  any  beeideg,  or  if,  or  lekff, 
or  hul,  and  tehereoi,  that  as  soon  as  it  arrives  I  may  depart 
for  Poonah,  and  having  united  with  me  Bow  Mahadajee 
Sciodia,  and  having  brought  over  the  Nabob,  NiKaili  ul  Dow- 
lah,  to  this  huainesB,  I  may  settle  and  adjust  all  matters  which 
are  in  this  bad  situation.  As  soon  as  I  have  received  my 
dismission  from  thence,  1  would  set  off  for  Calcutta,  and  re- 
present to  you  everything,  which  for  a  long  while  I  have  had 
in  my  mind,  and  by  this  transaction  erect  to  the  view  of  all 
the  world  the  standard  of  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  the 
English,  and  of  my  masters,  and  extinguish  the  flames  of 
war  with  the  waters  of  friendship,  The  compassing  all 
those  advantages  and  happy  prospects  depends  entirely  upon. 
your  will  and  consent ;  and  the  power  of  bringing  them  to 
an  issue  is  in  your  hands  alone." 

My  lords,  you  may  here  see  the  necessity  there  was  for 
passing  the  act  of  parliament  which  I  have  just  read  to  yon, 
m  order  to  prevent  in  future  the  recurrence  of  that  want  of 
&ith  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  so  notoriously  guilty, 
and  by  which  be  had  not  only  united  all  India  against  us, 
and  had  hindered  us  from  making,  for  a  long  time,  any  peace 
at  all,  but  had  exposed  the  British  character  to  the  irony, 
scorn,  derision,  and  insult  of  the  whole  people  of  that  vast 
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Mt  lords,  iu  the  progress  of  this  impeachinent.  you  hare 
tsurd  our  charges  ;  you  hafo  heard  the  prisoner's  plea  of 
merits  ;  jou  have  heard  our  observationB  ou  them.  Itt  the 
progress  of  this  impeachmeat,  you  have  seen  the  condition  I 
m  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  Benares  ;  you  have  seen  the 
condition  in  which  Mr.  Kastiuge  received  the  country  of  the 
Bohillas  ;  jou  have  seen  the  condition  in  which  he  received 
the  country  of  Oude  ;  you  have  seen  the  condition  in  which 
he  received  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  jou  have  aeen  the 
condition  of  the  country  when  the  native  government  was 
succeeded  by  that  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  you  have  seen  the  bap- 

E'ness  and  prosperity  of  all  its  inbabitautB,  from  those  of  the 
ghest  to  those  of  the  lowest  rank.  My  lords,  you  have 
seen  the  very  reverse  of  all  tbia  under  the  government  of 
Mr.  Hastings ;  the  country  itself^  all  its  beauty  and  glory 
1  ending  in  a  Jungle  for  wild  beasts.  You  have  seen  fiourisli* 
*-'"ing  families  reduced  to  implore  that  pity  which  the  poorest 
man  and  the  meanest  situation  might  very  well  call  for.  Tou 
have  seen  whole  nations  in  the  mass  reuuced  to  a  condition 
of  the  same  distress.  These  things  in  his  govemuient  at 
home  :  abroad,  scorn,  contempt,  and  derision  cast  upon  and 
covering  the  British  name  ;  war  stirred  up,  and  dishouonrable 
treaties  of  peace  made,  by  the  total  prostitution  of  British 
faith.  Kow  take,  my  lords,  together  aD  the  multiplied  de- 
linquencies which  we  have  proved,  from  the  highest  degree 
of  tyranny  to  the  lowest  degree  of  sharping  and  cheating, 
and  then  judge,  my  lords,  whether  the  House  of  Commons 
could  rest  for  one  moment,  without  bringing  these  matters, 
which  have  baffled  all  legislation  at  various  times,  before  yon, 
to  try  at  last  what  Judgment  will  do.  Judgment  is  what 
gives  force,  effect,  and  vigour  to  laws ;  laws  without  Judg- 
ment are  contemptible  and  ridiculous  ;  we  had  better  have 
no  laws,  than  laws  not  enforced  by  Judgments  and  suitable 
penalties  upon  delinquents.  jjEevert,  my  lords,  to  all  the  sen- 
tences which  have  heretofore  been  passed  by  this  high  court. 
Look  at  the  sentence  passed  upon  Lord  Bacon  ;  look  at  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Lord  Macclesfield;  and  then  compare 
the  seuteaces  which  your  ancestors  have  given  with  the  dfr 
linquenciea  which  were  then  before  them,  and  you  have  the 
measure  to  be  taken  in  your  sentence  upon  the  delinquent 
r  before  you.     Your  sentence,  I  say,  will  be  meaBUied 
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(iccording  to  that  rule  which  ought  to  direct  the  judgment  of 
all  courts  in  like  cases,  lesseniug  it  for  a  lesser  olTence,  and 
aggravating  it  for  a  greater,  until  the  measure  of  justice  ia 
completely  full. 

/  My  lords,  I  have  done  ;  the  part  of  the  Commons  ia  con- 
cHuded.  With  a  trembling  soUcitude  we  couaign  tbia  product 
of  our  long,  long  lahoura  to  your  charge.  Take  it ! — take  it ! 
It  is  a  sacred  trust.  ^Never  before  was  a  cauae  of  auch  mag- 
nitude submitted  to  any  human  tribunaljj 
I  My  lords,  at  this  awful  close,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
I  Biona,  and  surrounded  by  them,  I  atteat  the  retiring,  1  atteit 
the  adyanciiig  generatioDs,  between  which,  as  a  link  in  tho 
great  chain  ot  eternal  order,  we  stand. — We  call  this  nation, 
we  call  the  world  to  witness,  tliat  the  Commons  have  shrunk 
from  no  labour ;  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  no  prevarication ; 
that  we  have  made  no  compromise  with  crime  ;  that  we  haye 
not  feared  any  odium  whatsoever,  in  the  long  warfare  which 
we  have  carried  on  with  the  crimes — with  the  vices — with 
the  eiorbitant  wealth — with  the  enormous  and  overpowering 
influence  of  Eastern  corruption.  This  war,  my  lords,  we 
have  waged  for  twenty-two  yeara,  and  the  conflict  has  been 
fought  at  your  lordahipa'  bar  for  the  last  seven  years.  My 
lords,  twenty-two  years  is  a  great  apace  in  the  scale  of  the 
life  of  man  ;  it  ia  no  inconaiderabie  apace  in  the  history  of  a 
great  nation.  [A  business  which  has  so  long  occupied  the 
colincila  and  toeTiibunals  of  Great  Britain,  cannot  possibly 
be  huddled  over  in  the  course  of  vulgar,  trite,  and  transitory 
events.  Nothing  but  some  of  thoae  great  revolutions  that 
break  the  traditionary  chain  of  human  memory,  and  alter  the 
very  face  of  nature  itself  can  possibly  obscure  it.  My  lords, 
we  are  all  elevated  to  a  degree  of  importance  by  it ;  rha 
meanest  of  us  will,  by  means  of  it,  more  or  less  become  the 
concern  of  posterity,  if  we  are  yet  to  hope  for  such  a  thing 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world  aa  a  recording,  retrospect- 
ive, civilized  posterity ;  but  this  ia  in  the  hands  of  the 
great  Disposer  of  events  ;  It  ia  not  ours  to  aettle  how  it 
shall  be.  My  lords,  your  House  yet  stands ;  it  stands  aa 
a  great  edifice  ;  but  let  me  say,  that  it  stands  in  the  midst 
of  ruins  ;  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins  that  have  been  made  by 
the  greatest  moral  earthquake  that  ever  convulsed  and  ahat- 
''  tered  this  globe  of  ours.     My  lords,  it  has  pleaaed  Providence 
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to  place  U3  ID  Buch  a  state,  that  we  ap_£eiir  everv  mooieat  to 
be  upon  the  verge  of  some  great  mutations,  '^'here  U  one 
thing,  and  one 'thing  only,  which  defies  ""all  mutation  j  that 
which  eiiat«d  before  the  world,  and  wiH  siuyive  'the  Jatyio 
of  the  wodd  iteelf ;  I  mean  justice  ;  that  justice,  which,  em- 
anating from  the  Divinity.  has~a  place  in  the  Kreast  of  everj 
one  of  us,  given  us  for  our  guide  with  regard  to  ourselvei 
and  with  regard  to  others,  and  which  will  stand  after  thia 
globe  is  burned  to  ashes,  our  advocate  or  our  accuser  before 
the  great  Judge,  when  He  comes  lo  call  upon  us  for  the  tenor 
of  a  well-apenTlife. 

My  lords,  the  Commons  will  share  in  every  fete  with  your 
tordshipa  ;  there  is  nothing  ainis^  which  can  happen  to  you, 
in  which  we  shall  not  be  involved  ;  and  if  it  should  so  hap- 
pen that  we  shall  be  subjected  to  some  of  those  fris^Jifid 
ch'Sges  which  we  have  seen — if  it  should  happen  thatyonr 
loi^nips,  stripped  of  all  the  decorous  distinctjojia  of  hninan 
society,  should,  by  hands  at  oniS'^se  anJcruei,  be  led  to 
those  scaffolds  and  machines  of  murder,  upon  which  great 
kings  and  glorious  (jueeus  have  shed  their  blood,  amidst  ths 
prelates,  amidst  the  nobles,  amidst  the  magistrates  who  sup- 
ported their  thrones,  may  you  in  those  moments  feel  that 
consolation  which  I  am  persmided  they  felt  in  the  critical 
momenta  of  their  dreadful  agony  I     [ 

My  lords,  there  ia  a  consolation,  and  a  great  consolation  it 
is,  which  olien  happens  to  oppressed  virtue  and  fallen  digni- 
ty ;  it  often  happens  that  the  very  oppressors  and  peraecutots 
themselves  are  forced  to  bear  testimony  in  its  favour.  I  do 
not  like  to  go  for  instances  a  great  way  back  into  antiquity. 
I  know  very  well  that  length  of  time  operates  so  as  to  give 
an  air  of  the  fabulous  to  remote  eveuts,  which  lessens  the 
interest  and  weakens  the  application  of  examples.  I  wish 
to  come  nearer  to  the  present  time.  Your  lordships  know 
and  have  heard,  for  which  of  ua  has  not  known  and  heard,  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris  P  The  parliament  of  Paris  had  an 
origin  very,  very  eimUar  to  that  of  the  great  court  before 
which  I  stand  ;  the  parliament  of  Paris  continued  to  have  a 
great  resemblance  to  it  in  its  eooatitution,  even  to  its  fall ;  tho 
parliament  of  Paris,  my  lords,  was  ;  it  is  gone  !  It  hiis  passed 
away  ;  it  has  vanished  like  a  dream  1  It  fell,  pierced  by  the 
award  o£  the  Compte  de  Miraheau,    And  yet  I  will  sav^^^ 
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that  man,  at  thu  time  of  bia  inftieting  the  death  woaud  of 
that  parliament,  produced  at  once  the  shortest  and  the  grand- 
est funeral  oration  that  ever  was  or  could  be  made  upon  the 
departure  of  a  great  court  of  magistracy.  Though  he  had 
himself  smarted  under  its  lash,  aa  every  ooe  knows  who 
knows  his  history  (and  he  was  elevated  to  dreadful  notoriety 
in  history),  yet  when  he  pronounced  the  death  sentence  upon 
that  parliament,  and  inflicted  the  mortal  wound,  he  declw^d 
that  his  motives  for  doing  it  were  merely  political,  and  that 
their  hands  were  as  pure  as  those  of  justice  itself,  which 
they  adminiatered — a  great  and  glorious  eiit,  my  lords,  of  B 
great  and  glorious  body !  And  never  waa  a  eulogy  pro- 
nounced upon  a  body  more  deserved.  They  were  persons 
in  nobility  of  rank,  in  amplitude  of  fortune,  in  weight  of 
authority,  in  depth  of  learning,  inferior  to  few  of  those  that 
hear  me.  My  lords,  it  was  but  the  other  day  that  they  sub- 
mitted their  necks  to  the  axe ;  hut  their  honour  was  unwound- 
ed.  Their  enemies,  the  persons  who  sentenced  them  to 
death,  were  laiwyers,  ftdl  of  subtlety ;  they  were  enemies, 
full  of  malice  ;  yet  lawyers  full  of  subtlety,  and  enemies  full 
of  malice,  as  they  were,  they  did  not  dare  to  reproach  them 
with  having  supported  the  wealthy,  the  great,  and  powerful, 
and  of  having  oppressed  the  weak  and  feeble,  in  any  of  their 
judgments,  or  oi'naviDg  perverted  justice  in  any  one  instance 
whatever,  through  favour,  through  interest,  or  cabal. 

My  lords,  if  you  must  fall,  may  yon  so  fall !  But  if  you 
stand,  and  stand  I  trust  you  will,  together  with  the  fortune 
of  this  ancient  monarchy — together  with  the  ancient  laws 
and  liberties  of  this  great  and  illustrious  kingdom,  may  you 
stand  as  unimpeached.  in  honour  as  in  power  ;  may  you  stand 
not  as  a  substitute  for  virtue,  but  as  an  ornament  of  virtue, 
as  a  security  for  virtue  ;  may  you  atand  long,  and  long  stand 
the  terror  of  tyrants  ;  may  yon  stand  the  refuge  of  dieted 
nations  ;  may  you  stand  a  sacred  temple,  for  the  perpetual 
residence  of  an  inviolable  justice. 
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TO   THE  BIGHT   HON.   WILLIAM   GBRA.BD    HAMILTO*.' 

Dear  Sik,  Marcb,  1763. 

I  ftm  now  on  the  point  of  acquiring,  through  jour 
Mendship,  aa  establishmeDt,'  which  I  am  aenaible  is  as  much 
nhove  my  merits  as,  in  any  other  channel,  it  may  be  above  my 
reoaonable  expectations.  I  should  think  myaeif  iaexcusable 
in  receiving  this  pension,  and  loading  jour  interest  with  BO 
heavy  a  charge,  without  apprizing  you  of  those  conditions  on 
which,  alone,  I  am  able  to  take  it;  beeauBe,  when  I  hare 
taken  it,  I  ought  no  longer  to  consider  myself  as  possessed 
of  my  former  freedom  and  independence. 

I  nave  often  wished  to  explain  myaeif  fully  to  you  on  this 
point.  It  is  against  my  general  notions  to  trust  to  writing, 
where  it  is  in  one's  power  to  confer  otherwise.  But  neither 
do  you  hear,  nor  do  I  speak,  on  this  sulnect,  with  the  sanie 
ease  with  which  we  converse  on  others.  This  is  but  natural; 
and  I  have  therefore  chosen  this  method,  as  less  liable  to 
misunderstanding  and  dispute ;  and  hope  you  will  be  bo  in- 
dulgent, as  to  hear  me  witn  coolness  and  attention. 

Tou  may  recollect,  when  you  did  me  the  honour  to  take 
me  as  a  companion  in  your  studies,  you  found  me  with  the 
little  work  we  spoke  of  last  Tuesdaj,  as  a  sort  of  rent-charge 
on  my  thoughts.  I  informed  you  of  this,  and  you  acquiesced 
in  it,  Tou  are  now  so  generous,  (and  it  is  but  strict  justice 
to  allow  that  upon  all  occasions  you  have  been  so,)  to  offer 
to  free  me  from  this  burthen.     But,  in  fact,  though  I  am 

'  Alluding  to  a  pension  of  £30U  per  annum,  granted  this  year  by 

Lord    HBlifnx,  then  lord-lieutenant  of   Ireland,  upon  the  application  of 

••'l  BxMlleucy'a   B«cretary  "tingle   ipeeeh"   HamiUon.  See  an  ao> 

-"tt  of  Uiu  aOaii  lu  Priot's  Lil'u  o(  Butke,  p.  74.  Stc 


extreraelj'  desirous  of  deferring  the  accomplishment,  I  ha\e 
no  notion  of  entirely  suppreKsing  that  work ;  aod  this  upon 
two  principles,  not  solely  confined  to  that  work,  but  which 
extend  much  further,  and  indeed  to  the  plan  of  my  whole 
life. 

Whatever  advantages  I   have   acquired,    and  even   that 
advantage  which  I  must  reckon  as  the  greatest  and  most 

{(leasing  of  them,  have  been  owing  to  some  small  degree  of 
iterary  reputation.  It  will  be  hard  to  persuade  me  that  any 
further  aervices  which  your  kindness  may  propose  for  me,  or 
any  in  which  my  friends  may  wish  to  cooperate  with  you, 
will  not  be  greatly  facilitated  by  doing  something  to  culti- 
vate and  keep  alive  the  same  reputation.  I  am  fully  sensible, 
that  this  reputation  may  be  at  least  as  much  hazarded,  as  for- 
warded, by  new  publications.  But  because  a  certain  oblivion 
is  the  consequence,  to  writers  of  my  inferior  class,  of  an 
entire  neglect  of  publication,  I  consider  it  such  a  risk  as 
sometimes  must  be  run.  For  this  purpose,  some  short  time, 
at  convenient  intervals,  and  eapeoally  at  the  dead  time  of 
the  year,  will  be  requisite  to  study  and  consult  proper 
books.  These  times,  aa  you  very  well  know,  cannot  be  easily 
defined ;  nor  indeed  is  it  necessary  they  should.  The  matter 
may  be  very  easily  settled  by  a  good  understanding  between 
ourselves;  and  by  a  discreet  liberty,  which  I  think  you  would 
not  wish  to  restrain,  nor  I  to  abuse.  I  am  not  so  unreason- 
able, nor  absurd  enough,  to  think  I  have  any  title  to  so  con- 
siderable a  share  iu  your  interest  aa  I  have  bad,  and  hope 
still  to  have,  without  any  or  but  an  insignificant  return  on. 
my  side ;  especially  as  I  am  conscious  that  my  best  and  most 
continued  endeavours  are  of  no  very  great  value.  I  know 
that  your  business  ought,  on  all  occasions,  to  have  the  pre- 
ference; to  be  the  first  and  the  last,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
respects,  the  main  concern.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that  I  may 
not  be  considered  as  absolutely  escluded  from  all  other 
thoughts,  in  their  proper  time  and  due  subordination; 
the  using  the  times  for  them,  to  be  left  entirely  to  yourself. 
I  do  not  remember  that,  hitherto,  any  pursuit  baa  been 
stopped,  or  any  plan  left  defective,  through  my  inattention, 
or  through  my  attention  to  otber  matters ;  and  I  protest  to 
God,  I  have  applied  to  whatever  you  have  thought  proper  to 
Bet  me,  with  a  vigour  and  alacrity,  and  even  on  eagerness,  that 


I  never  felt  in  any  affair  of  my  own  whatsoever  If  jou 
bare  not  observed  thiB,  you  have  not,  I  thinfe,  observed  \rith 
your  usual  sagacity.  But  if  you  have  observed  it,  asd 
attributed  it  to  an  interested  design,  which  will  cease  nhea 
its  end  is  in  any  degree  answered,  my  mind  bears  me  witnesi 
that  you  do  not  do  me  justice.  I  act  almost  always  from  mj 
present  impulse,  and  with  little  scheme  or  design;  and 
perhaps,  generally,  with  too  little.  If  you  think  whaX  1 
nave  proposed  unreasonable,  my  request  is  that  you  wiU, 
which  you  mav  very  easily  do,  get  my  Lord  Halifax  to  post- 
pone the  pension,  and  afterwards  to  drop  it,  "We  shall  go  on 
aa  before,  until  some  other  more  satisfactory  matter  occurs. 
Eor  I  should  ill  brook  an  accusation,  either  direct  or  implied, 
that  I  had  through  your  friendship  acquired  a  considerable 
establishment,  and  afterwards  neglected  to  make  any  fiiir 
return  in  my  power.  The  thought  of  this  has  given  me 
great  pain;  and  I  would  not  be  easy  without  coming  to  some 
eiplanation  upon  it.  In  the  light  I  consider  things,  it  can 
create  no  great  difficulty;  but  it  may  poasibly,to  you, appear 
otherwise.  Let  this  be  how  it  will,  I  can  never  forget  the 
obligations — the  very  many  and  great  obligations — which  I 
have  already  had  to  you ;  and  which,  in  any  situation,  will 
always  give  you  a  right  to  call  ou  me  for  anything  within  my 
compass.  If  I  do  not  often  acknowledge  my  sense  of  them, 
it  is  because  I  know  you  are  not  very  fond  of  professions, 
nor  am  I  very  clever  at  making  them.  Ton  will  take  in 
good  part  this  liberty  ;  which,  sincerely,  is  not  made  for  the 
purpose  of  exercising  my  pen  impertinently.  Two  words 
from  you  would  settle  the  point,  oue  way  or  another. 
I  am,  with  the  utmost  truth,  ever  yours, 

ESM.  BcBCI. 


TO  THE   aiOHT  HOIf.   WILLUU   OEBABD   HAinLTOR. 

Seab  Sib, 

Tour  letter,  which   I  received   about  four    o'dock 

yesterday,  seemed  not  to  have  been  written  with  an  intention 

being  answered.     However,  on  considering  the  matter 

'a  morning,  I  thought  it  respectful  to  you,  and,  in  a  maa- 

icessarv  to  myself,  to  say  something  to  those  heavy 

1  whi<^  you  liave  mode  against  me  i 


Teraationa ;  and  wbich,  with  a  polite  acrimouy  in  the  ei- 
preasion,  you  have  thought  proper  to  repeat  in  your  letter. 

I  should,  indeed,  be  estremely  unhappy,  if  I  felt  any 
conaciousnesa  at  all  of  that  unkindnesa,  of  which  you  have 
BO  lively  a  sense.  In  the  aii  years  during  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  heing  connected  witb  you,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  given  you  one  just  occasion  of  complaint  i  and  if 
all  things  have  not  aucceeded  every  way  to  your  wishes,  I 
may  appeal  to  your  own  equity  and  candour,  whether  the 
failure  was  owing  to  anything  wrong  in  my  adrice,  or  in- 
attention in  my  conduct ;  I  can  honestly  affirm,  and  your 
heart  will  not  contradict  me,  that  in  all  cases  I  preferred 
your  interest  to  my  own.  I  made  you,  and  not  myself,  the 
first  object  in  every  deliberation.  I  studied  your  advance- 
ment, your  fortune,  and  your  reputation  in  everything,  with 
zeal  and  eameatneas ;  and  aometimea  with  an  aniiety,  which 
has  made  many  of  my  hours  miaerable.  !Nobody  could  be 
more  ready  than  I  was  to  acknowledge  the  obligationa  I  had 
to  you ;  and  if  I  thought,  as  in  some  instances  I  did,  and  do 
atill  think,  I  bad  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  I  never  expressed 
it  to  others,  or  made  yourself  uneasy  about  them,  I  acted, 
in  every  respect,  witii  a  fidelity  which,  I  trust,  cannot  be 
impeached.  If  there  be  any  part  of  my  conduct  in  life, 
upon  which  I  can  look  with  entire  satisfaction,  it  is  my 
behaviour  with  regard  to  you. 

So  far  as  to  the  past :  with  regard  to  the  present,  what  is 
that  unkindness  and  misbehavionr  of  which  you  complain? 
My  heart  is  full  of  friendahip  to  you ;  and  is  there  a  single 
point  which  the  beat  and  moat  intelligent  men  have  fiied,  as 
a  proof  of  friendship  and  gratitude,  in  which  I  have  been 
deficient,  or  in  wbich  I  threaten  a  failure?  What  you  blame 
is  only  this,  that  I  will  not  consent  to  bind  myself  to  you, 
for  no  leas  a  term  than  ray  whole  life,  in  a  sort  of  domestic 
situation,  for  a  consideration  to  be  taken  out  of  your  private 
fortune  ;  that  is,  to  circumscribe  my  hopes,  to  give  up  even 
the  possibility  of  liberty,  and  absolutely  to  annihilate  my- 
self for  ever.  I  beseech  yoa,  ia  the  demand,  or  the  refusal, 
the  act  of  unkindness  ?  If  ever  such  a  test  of  friendship 
was  proposed,  in  any  instance,  to  any  man  living,  I  admit 
that  my  conduct  has  been  unkind ;  and,  if  you  please,  un- 
grateftU. 
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If  I  had  accepted  jour  kind  offere,  and  afterwards  refiiteil 
to  abide  by  the  condition  you  annex  to  them,  you  then 
would  hare  had  a  good  right  to  tai  me  with  uiiindneM. 
But  tchat  have  I  done,  at  the  end  of  a  very  long,  however  I 
confess  unprofitable,  service,  but  to  prefer  my  own  liberty  to 
the  otlera  of  advantage  you  ore  pleased  to  make  me ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  tender  you  the  continuance  of  those 
■ices  (upon  whieh  partiality  alone  induces  you  to  set  any 
le)  in  the  most  disinterested  inanuer,  as  tar  as  I  can  do 
it,  coosistent  with  that  freedom  to  which,  for  a  long  time,  I 
have  determined  to  sacrifice  every  consideration,  and  which 
I  never  gave  you  the  alightest  assurance  that  I  had  any 
intention  to  surrender ;  whatever  my  private  resolves  may 
have  been  in  case  an  event  had  happened,  which  (ao  far  as 
coacema  my»ell")  I  rejoice  never  to  have  taken  place  ?  You 
are  kind  enough  to  say,  that  you  looked  upon  my  Iriendship 
as  valuable ;  but  hint  that  it  has  not  been  lasting.  I  really 
do  not  know  when,  and  by  what  act,  I  broke  it  off.  I  should 
bo  wicked  and  mad  to  do  it ;  unless  you  call  that  a  lasting 
friendship,  which  all  mankind  would  call  a  settled  servitude, 
and  which  no  ingenuity  can  distinguish  from  it.  Once  mora, 
put  yourself  in  my  aituation,  and  judge  for  me.  If  I  have 
apoken  too  strongly,  you  will  be  so  good  to  pardon  a  man  on 
hia  defence,  in  one  of  the  nicest  questions  to  a  mind  that  ha^ 
any  feeling.  I  meant  to  speak  fully,  not  to  offend.  I  am 
not  used  to  defend  my  conduct ;  nor  do  I  intend,  for  the 
future,  to  fall  into  so  bad  a  habit.  I  have  been  warmed  to 
it  by  the  imputation  you  threw  on  me ;  aa  if  I  deserted  you 
on  account  sofely  of  your  want  of  succesa.  On  this,  how- 
ever, I  ahaU  say  nothing,  because  periiapa  I  should  grow  still 
vrarmer;  and  I  would  not  drop  one  loose  word  which  might 
mark  the  least  disrespect,  and  hurt  a  friendship  which  has 
been,  and  I  flatter  myself  will  be,  a  satisfaction  and  an 
honour  to  me.  I  beaeech  vou  that  you  will  judge  of  me  with 
a  little  impartiality  and  temper.  I  hope  I  hare  said  nothing 
in  our  last  interview  which  could  urge  you  to  the  paaaion 
you  speak  of.  If  anything  fell  which  was  strong  in  *he  ei- 
preasioD,  I  believe  it  was  from  you,  and  not  &om  me,  and  it 
IS  right  that  I  should  bear  more  than  I  then  heard.  I  said 
nothing,  but  what  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  yon  » 
year  ago,  in  Dublin :  I  gave  you  no  reason  to  think  I  had 
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made  any  change  in  my  resolution.  "We,  notwithstanding, 
have  ever  aince,  until  within  these  few  days,  proceeded  as 
usual.  Permit  me  to  do  so  again.  No  man  living  can  have 
a.  higher  veneration  than  I  have  for  your  abilitieH,  or  can 
set  a  higher  value  on  your  friendship,  as  a  great  private 
satisfaction,  and  a  very  honom-ahle  distinction.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  tbe  favour  you  intend  me,  in  sending  to 
me  in  three  or  four  days  (if  you  do  not  Bend  sooner),  when 
yon  have  had  time  to  consider  this  matter  coolly.  I  will 
again  call  at  your  door,  and  hope  to  be  admitted ;  I  beg  it, 
and  entreat  it.  At  the  same  time  do  justice  to  the  single 
motive  which  I  have  for  desiring  this  favour,  and  desiring  it 
in  this  manner.  I  have  not  wrote  all  this  tiresome  matter 
in  hopes  of  hringing  on  an  altercation  in  writing,  which  you 
are  ao  good  to  me  as  to  decline  personally;  and  which,  in 
either  way,  I  am  most  solicitous  to  shun.  What  I  say  is,  on 
reviewing  it,  little  more  than  I  have  laid  before  you  in 
another  manner.     It  certainly  requires  no  answer.     I  ask 

I  pardon  for  my  proliiity,  which  my  anxiety  to  stand  well  in 
foor  opinion  has  cauaed. 
i  I  am,  with  great  truth, 

I  Your  moat  a&ectionate  and  most  obliged 

L  humble  Servant, 

■  Euu.  BUBEX. 

'  TO  THE  MAKQTTIS   OF  BOOKIHOHAM. 

I  Mt  deae  Lord,  Gregories,  September  (12th),  1769. 
Our  meeting  was  held  yesterday;  the  ostensible  parti- 
culars of  which  Lord  Tetnple  took  care  to  transmit  immedi- 
ately to  the  newspaper.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  trouble  your 
lordship  with  them  here.  Very  little  pains  were  taken  to  form 
a  strikmg  appearance  on  the  day;  however,  it  proved  beyond 
expectation.  Aubrey'  was  the  only  person  who  seemed  to 
have  acted  rightly  ;  he  came  into  the  town  on  horseback  at 
the  head  of  sixty-five  freeholders,  However,  when  we  got 
into  the  town-hsJl,  it  was  quite  full;  there  were  not  fewer, 

■  I  imagine,  than  four  hundred,  many  of  them  substantial  pen- 

■  Jile,  who  came  forward  to  the  work  with  a  good  countenance, 
H  }  SubsefjUently  Sir  John  Aubrey,  H.  P. 
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and  an  nlacrity  equni  to  tbnt  of  the  third  regiment  of  giwrdi' 
Kverything  had  been  done  to  traverse  ns ;  the  terrors  oE  the 
Hnuse  of  ComnioiiB  were  held  over  many,  and  the  word  iraB, 
"  The  king  will  despise  yonr  petitions,  and  then  what  Bill 
you  do  ?  Will  you  go  into  rebellion  P  "  &c.  &c.  The  Tories 
in  genenil  stayed  away.  O'Brien,  in  his  speech,  let  %  at 
thu  Earl  of  Bute,  and  waa  rather  for  giving  a  more  Whiggish 
rotnpleiion  to  the  meeting,  than  would  bo  quite  prudent  in 
a  county  where  the  others  were  ao  atroug,  and  in  which  some 
of  them  voted  with  us,  though  they  did  not  choose  to  appear 
on  this  occaaion.  But  on  tne  whole  he  did  very  well.  No 
Qrenville,  except  George's  eldest  son,"  a  very  Bensihle  boy, 
and  as  well  dispoaed  to  n  little  faction  as  any  of  hia  family. 
We  were  told  we  should  have  had  Harry  Grenvilie,  hut 
Lord  Temple  found  out  that  he  waa  no  ireeholder  in  the 
county.  His  lordship,  after  dinner,  made  an  apology  fo' 
Gleorge's  abaence,  declaring,  that  he  highly  approved  the 
principles  of  the  meeting,  but  thought  ho  should  be  able  to 
defend  it  with  the  greater  weight  if  he  were  not  present  at  it 
This  was  awkward,  and  awkwardly  delivered.  At  the  dinner 
it  waa  thought  necessarv  that  the  gentlemen  should  not  dine 
all  together ;  accordingly,  Lord  Temple  stayed  at  one  house, 
and  Lord  Vemey  and  some  more  of  us  went  to  the  other. 
In  order  to  preserve  a  harmony  in  our  toasts,  they  sent  them 
to  us  from  tne  house  wo  had  left,  where  they  had  been  de- 
idaed.  An  attempt  was  made  to  insinuate  a.  great  deal  of 
Grenviileism  into  the  meeting.  However,  aomething  ww 
done  a  b'ttle  to  balance  it ;  and  a  toast  that  had  been  eent 
down  in  an  improper  mode,  about  Yorkshire,  waa  dressed  by 
Aubrey  and  O'Brien  in  somewhat  a  better  manner.  What 
think  you  of  the  three  united  brothers  P  '  The  freeholden 
dined,  as  wq  did  all,  at  a  market-ordinary,  for  whleb  we  paid 
our  shillings.     AftenTarda,  wine  was  given  at  the  expense  of 

Lord  V.  and  Lord  T .     Tlie  first  part  was  necessary,  bfr 

cause  the  freeholders  had  been  iiformed  that  there  waa  to 
be  no  treating;  and  they  were  to  be  induced  to  come  by  the 

'  Allniiing  to  the  employment  of  tie  military  in  St.  George's  Fielia,  li 
:lle  preceding  year. 

"  George,  afterwarda  IMrd  Earl  Temple. 

<  Lord  Chatham,  acd  big  brothers  by  marriage.  Lord  Temple  and  Hi 
Gecrg*  Grenrillc. 


moderation  of  the  eipsnso.  The  other  was  proper  to  con- 
clude the  day  cheertully,  and  it  had  a  very  good  effect.  I 
take  it  the  signature  will  be  general.  Above  throe  hundred 
aigned  upon  the  spot.  We  have  not,  I  believe,  two  thou- 
sand in  the  county.  •->*••• 
•  ••#«. 

(Believe  me,  with  the  sincereat  and  most  cordial  attach>^^^J 
Ineat,  mj  dear  lord,  ^^^^| 

Your  ever  obedient  and  obliged       ^^^^| 
humble  Servant,  ^^^^| 

EuM.  BrBEK.  '^^^H 
TO  ARTHUfi  YOUNO,    ESQ.'  ^^^H 

Dea.8  Sip.,  October,  1771.    ^^H 

I  should  certaiidy,  before  this,  have  done  myself  the 
honour  of  visiting  your  farm,  and  have  endeavoured  to  profit 
by  what  I  ahould  see,  and  much  more  by  what  I  ahould  hear 
at  it,  but  that  the  hourly,  and  hitherto  constantly  disap- 
pointed, espectation  of  my  brother's  arrival  from  the  Weat 
Indies  has  detained  and  still  detains  me  at  home.  I  do  n't, 
however,  altogether  despair  of  the  pleasure  of  paying  you  my 
respects  before  the  winter  seta  in.  I  have  now  gone  mi- 
nutely through  yovr  last  tour,  and  the  synopsis,  with  which 
you  have  so  properly  and  judiciously  closed  it.  Some  things 
of  moment  are,  I  think,  clearly  and  decisively  ascertained  j 
but  still  a  cloud  remains  over  some  of  the  most  important 
and  interesting  questions  in  husbandry ;  and  you  are  too  far 
removed  from  the  unfairness  of  system-makers,  to  turn  out 
eyea  away  from  that  cloud  when  you  are  unable  to  dispel  it. 
'":  aripeara  such  as  it  is ;  and  you  have  not  called  iu  the  aid 
'  fancy  and  opinion  to  supply  the  want  of  real  knowledge. 


It  Mp( 

of  fane 


One  of  the  grand  points  in  controversy  (a  controversy, 
'   )d,  chiefly  carried  on  between  practice  and  speculation)  is 
Lt  of  deep-ploughing.     In  your  last  vdume  you  aeem,  on 
whole,  rather  against  that  practice,  and  have  given  several 
for  your  judgment,  which  deserve  to  be  very  well 
In  order  to  know  how  we  ought  to  plough,  we 

The  distinpiished  wriii 
i  appointed  secreUij  to 

i79a 
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ought  to  know  what  end  it  is  we  propose  to  ourselves  in  that 
operation.  The  first  and  instrumental  end  is  to  divide  the 
soil ;  the  last  and  ultimate  end,  so  far  as  regards  the  phmts, 
is  to  facilitate  the  pushing  of  the  blade  upwards,  and  the 
shooting  of  the  roots  in  all  the  inferior  directions.  There  is 
further  proposed  a  more  ready  admission  of  external  influ- 
ences,  the  rain,  the  sun,  and  the  air,  charged  with  all  those 
heterogeneous  contents  which  are  suspended  in  that  great 
universal  menstruum,  some,  possibly  all,  of  which,  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  nourishment  of  the  plants.  By  ploughing 
deep  you  answer  these  ends  in  a  greater  mass  of  the  soil. 
This  would  seem  in  favour  of  deep-ploughing,  as  nothing  else 
than  accomplishing,  in  a  more  perfect  manner,  those  very 
ends  for  which  you  are  induced  to  plough  at  all.  But  doubts 
here  arise,  only  to  be  solved  by  experiment.  Pirst,  is  it 
quite  certain  that  it  is  good  for  the  ear  and  grain  of  farinace- 
ous plants,  that  their  roots  should  spread  and  descend  into 
the  ground  to  the  greatest  possible  distances  and  depths? 
Is  there  not  some  limit  in  this  ?  We  know  that,  in  timber, 
what  makes  one  part  flourish,  does  not  equally  conduce  to 
the  benefit  of  all ;  and  that  which  may  be  beneficial  to  the 
wood,  does  not  equally  contribute  to  the  quantity  and  good- 
ness of  the  fruit,  and  vice  versa,  that  what  increases  the  fruit 
largely  is  often  far  from  serviceable  to  the  tree.  Secondly, 
is  that  looseness  to  great  depths,  supposing  it  useful  to  one 
of  the  species  of  plants,  equally  useful  to  all?  Thirdly, 
though  the  external  influences,  the  rain,  the  sun,  the  air,  act 
undoubtedly  a  part,  and  a  large  part,  in  vegetation,  does  it 
follow  that  they  are  equally  salutary  in  any  quantities,  at 
any  depths  ;  or  that  though  it  may  be  useful  to  difiuse  one 
of  these  agents  as  extensively  as  may  be  in  the  earth,  that 
therefore  it  will  be  equally  useful  to  render  the  earth  in  the 
same  degree  pervious  to  all  ?  It  is  a  dangerous  way  of  rea- 
soning in  physics,  as  weU  as  morals,  to  conclude,  because  a 
given  proportion  of  anything  is  advantageous,  that  the  dou- 
ble will  be  twice  as  good,  or  that  it  wiU  be  good  at  all. 
Neither  in  the  one  nor  the  other  is  it  always  true  that  two 
and  two  make  four.  Fourthly,  there  are  other  properties 
in  soil,  besides  its  looseness  or  tenacity,  which  may  make  it 
dangerous  to  apply  earth  of  certain  properties  to  the  plants, 
by  deep  ploughing.     The  minerals,  in  general,  seem  impro* 


pitioiwi  to  veafetation ;  some  clays  seem  to  be 
nosioua  quality,  and  thia,  if  true,  makes  an  eiception  to 
deep-ploughing  upon  bottoms  mixed  with  such  substances, 
supposing  the  principle  of  deep-ploughing  to  be  otherwise 
generally  sound.  'Under  this  head  comes  the  general  ob- 
jection of  farmers  against  ploughing  up  the  dead  earth,  or 
going  beyond  what  is  called  the  staple ;  that  is,  that  body  of 
dark-coloured  mould,  which  seems  to  be  in  part  formed  of 
rotten  vegetables  and  animal  substances.  All  these  are 
doubts  and  questions  not  to  be  passed  over  lightly ;  espe- 
cially the  last,  because  it  comes  from  men  of  much  experi- 
ence, and  is  not  a  local  objection,  from  the  particular  nature 
of  a  certain  substratum,  but  supposes  an  universal  inaptitude 
in  all  Hoils,  beyond  a  certain  depth,  for  the  purposes  of  vege- 
tation. 

TO    CHABJjES    TOWNBHElfD,    ESQ. 

De4h  8ik,  October  17th,  1771. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  part  you  have 
taken,  on  the  report  of  our  friend  Fitiherbert's  conversation 
about  the  author  of  Junius.  Tou  have  done  it  in  a  manner 
that  is  just  to  me,  and  delicate  to  both  of  us.  I  am  indeed 
extremely  ready  to  believe,  that  he  has  had  no  share  in  cir- 
culating an  opinion  so  very  injurious  to  me,  as  that  I  am 
capable  of  treating  the  character  of  my  friends,  and  even  my 
own  character,  with  levity,  in  order  to  be  able  to  attack  that 
of  others  with  the  less  suspicion.  When  I  have  anything  to 
object  to  persona  in  power,  they  know  very  well  that  I  use 
no  sort  of  managements  towards  them,  escept  those  which 
every  honest  man  owes  to  his  own  dignity.  If  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  bring  the  same  charges  against  them  into  a 
more  public  discussion  than  that  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
I  should  use  exactly  the  same  freedom,  making  myself,  in 
the  same  manner,  liable  to  all  the  consequences.  You  ob- 
serve very  rightly,  that  no  fair  man  can  believe  me  to  be  the 
author  ot  Junius.  Such  a  supposition  might  tend,  indeed,  to 
raise  the  estimation  of  my  powers  of  writing  above  their  just 
value.  Kot  one  of  my  friends  does,  upon  that  flattering 
principle,  give  me  for  the  writer ;  and  when  my  enemies  en- 
deavour t3  fii  Junius  upon  me,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  ot 
■t  G  2 
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giving  me  credit  of  an  able  perfomiaiice.  ily  fiHenda  I  liart 
Batiatied ; — my  enemiea  shall  never  have  any  direct  fiatisfae- 
tion  from  me.  The  niiniHtry,  1  am  to!d,  ore  coniTnced  of  mj 
having  written  Juoiua,  on  the  authority  of  a  miserable  book- 
■eller'a  preface,  which  I  have  read  since  I  aaw  you,  in  which 
there  are  uot  three  lines  of  common  truth  or  sense,  and 
which  defames  me,  if  possible,  with  more  falsehood  and 
malignity,  than  the  libellers  whom  they  pay  for  that  worthy 
purpoae.  This  argument  of  theirs  only  servea  to  show  how 
much  their  malice  is  superior  to  their  diecemment.  For 
Bome  years,  and  almost  daily,  they  have  been  abusing  me  in 
the  public  papers ;  and  (among  other  pretences  for  their 
Bcorrility)  aa  being  the  author  of  the  letters  in  question.  I 
have  never  once  condescended  to  take  the  least  notice  of 
their  invectivea,  or  publicly  to  deny  the  fact  upon  which 
some  of  them  were  grounded.  At  the  same  time,  to  you,  or 
to  any  of  my  friends,  I  bare  been  as  ready  as  I  ought  to  be, 
in  disclaiming  in  the  most  precise  terms,  writings,  that  are 
as  superior  perhaps  to  my  talents,  as  they  are  most  certainly 
different  in  ninny  essential  points  from  my  regards  and  my 
priociplea.  1  am,  with  the  greatest  truth  and  affection, 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
Edm.  Bcbke, 
I  only  wut  my  brother's  arrival  to  pay  my  visit  to 
.  iFrogjoalL 

i  

"**  TO   A  PKTJSSIAN   SEKTLEllAN. 

'  So,  1772. 

Permit  me  to  return  ^ou  my  most  sincere  thanks  fof 
thehonoui*  of  your  very  obliging  letter.  ^Nothing  can  be  more 
polite  than  the  offer  of  your  correspondence,  and  nothing 
more  ace^jtable  than  your  specimen  of  it. 

I  liope  you  will  not  look  on  the  long  delay  of  my  acknow- 
ledgments, as  a  proof  that  I  want  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
great  fcvour  I  have  received.  I  owed  you  the  best  con- 
aidered  and  the  best  informed  judgment  I  could  make,  on 
the  question  which  you  proposed.  The  answer  might  atfecf 
your  pnoperty,  which  you  will  give  me  leave  to  regard  as  * 
matter  far  fcom  indifferent  to  me.     Aitet  aH,  I  am  obUgeJ 


^L  the  quest 


LETTEBS.  453 

to  omj  to  you   tbat   the  more  I  have  u-juired,  and  the 
more  I  have  reflected,  tlie  leas  capahle  I  find  myself  of 
giving  you  atiy  advice  on  which  I  can  venture  to  confide. 
I  have  never  bad  any  concern   in  the  funds  of  the   East 
India   Company,   nor  have  taken  any  part  whatsoever  in 
ita  affairs,  except  when  they  came  belore  me  in  the  course 
of  parliamentary   proceedings.      Of  late  years  the  inter- 
vention   of   the  claims   and    powers  of    government,  the  I 
magnitude    of  the    possessions   in  the    I^t,   which  havft  I 
jnTolved  the  concerns  of  the  Company  with  the  contentiom  i 
of  parties  at  home,  and  with  the  mass  of  the  politics  of  Asia 
ana  Europe,  together  vrith  many  other  particuiars,  have  ren- 
dered all  reasonings  upon  that  stock  a  matter  of  more  intri-  ] 
caey  and  dehcacy  than  whilst  the  Company  was  restrained  I 
within  the  limits  of  a  moderate  commerce.      However,  one  I 
advantage  has  arisen  from  the  magnitude  of  this  object,  and  | 
the  discussions  which  have  grown  from  its  importance,  that  I 
aliaost  everything  relative  to  it  is  become  very  public.     The 
proceedings  in  parliament  and  in  the    India  House  have 
given  as  many  lights  to  the  foreign  stockholders  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdom.     Many  persons  on  the  conti- 
nent, as  well  aa  here,  are  more  capahle  of  giving  you  good 
information  than  I  am  ^  I  dare  not  risk  an  opinion.     I  am 
persuaded  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  a  caution, 
which  has  its  rise  from  my  extreme  tenderness  towards  your 
interest. 

With  regard  to  general  politics,  you  judge  very  properly 
that  we  are  more  removed  from  them  than  you  are,  who  live 
in  the  centre  of  the  political  circle.  However,  though 
situated  in  the  circumference,  we  have  our  share  of  concern 
and  curiosity.  I  am  happy  to  receive  that  information  which  I 
have  no  right  to  expect,  and  no  ability  to  requite.  My 
situation  is  very  obscure  and  private,  and  I  have  scarce  any- 
thing to  do,  but  with  the  minute  detail  of  our  own  internal  eco- 
nomy. To  this  I  confine  myself  entirely.  As  to  the  grand 
machine,  I  admire  its  effects,  without  being  often  able  to 
comprehend  its  operations,  or  to  discover  its  springs.  I  look 
on  these  events  as  historical.  The  distance  of  place,  and 
absence  from  management,  operate  as  remoteness  of  time.  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  your  account  of  his  Prussian  Majesty's 
military  arrangements.     I  make  tio  doubt  that  a  pnuce  bo 
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wne  and  MJitk  viU  imivove  his  new  acijuisitions  (for  I  nn 
not  to  mU  tbem  conquests)  to  the  best  advantage  for  hw 
power  and  grrMttee*.  1  agree  no  less  «-iib  your  obeervadon, 
that  it  was  extremelT  fortimale  the  three  great  allied  poicen 
wem  able  to  find  a  founh  which  was  utterly  unable  to  resist 
Mny  doe  of  them,  and  much  leea  all  united.  If  this  circan- 
stntoe  had  not  concurred  with  their  earnest  inclinations  to  pre- 
■erre  the  public  tranquillity,  they  might  bare  been  obligea  to 
God  a  diachai^  tor  toe  euperfiuoua  strength  of  tbeir  plethc- 
nc  habita  in  the  destruction  of  the  finest  countries  in  Enrope. 
Oaegnat  branch  of  the  alliance  has  not  been  quite  bo  fortim- 
ata.  KiMsia  seema  to  me  still  to  retain,  though  under  £iiro- 
peanfonns  andname8,too  much  of  the  Asiatic  spirit  initsgo- 
venment  and  auuanen  to  be  long  well  poised  and  secure  within 
itaelf ;  and  without  that  adTantaj>e,  nothing  I  apprehend  can  ' 
b«  done  in  a  Icaig  struggle.  Turlsey  is  not  prey,  at  least,  for 
those  whose  motions  ore  sometimes  indeed  precipitate,  but  \ 
setdom  alert.  The  nature  of  the  Turkish  frontier  provinceu, 
am  inuneuae  foss-ditch  (if  1  may  so  call  it)  of  desert,  is  a  de- 
fence made  indeed,  in  a  great  measure,  at  Ibe  expense  of 
mankind,  but  still  it  is  a  great  defoice ;  and  the  applicability, 
if  not  the  extent,  of  the  Turkish  resources  are  much  greater 
than  those  of  thetr  northern  enemy.  It  is  not  now  likely 
that  mr  paradoxical  wish  should  be  answered,  or  that  i 
should  live  to  see  the  Turkish  barbarism  civilized  by  the 
Kussiao.  I  don't  wish  well  to  the  former  power.  Any 
people  but  the  Turks,  so  seated  as  they  are,  would  hare  been 
cultiTated  in  three  hundred  years ;  but  they  grow  more 
gross  in  the  very  native  soil  of  civility  and  refinement.  I 
was  sorry  for  the  late  misfortunes  of  the  Bussians ;  but  I 
did  not  BO  well  know  how  much  of  it  they  owed  to  thrar  own 
obstinacy.  Mistbrtunes  are  natural  and  ineritable  to  those 
who  refuse  to  take  advantage  of  the  king  of  Prussia'a  l^^ta 
and  talents.  You  say  that  be  was  their  Cassandra:  if  ao^ 
these  people  are  inexcusable  indeed;  surely  nothing  conld 
be  less  remote  than  his  predictions  from  the  ravings  of  vir- 
gin simplicity.  They  were  oracles  directly  from  the  very 
tripod  of  Apollo.  The  rest  of  mankind  do  more  justice  to 
the  heroic  intellect,  as  well  as  to  the  other  great  qualltiefl,  ol 
the  king  your  master. 

Pray,  dear  sir,  ■«\>a!i  i&  nsst!     Theae  powera  w^^A 
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tinue  ariaed.  Their  arms  must  have  employment.  Poland 
was  but  it  breakfast,  and  there  are  not  many  Polaads  to  be 
found.  Where  will  they  dine  ?  After  all  our  love  of  tra 
quiUity,  and  all  expedients  to  preserve  it,  alas,  poor  Peace! 
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TO    WILIIAM    BTJBOH,  ESIJ, 

Deab  Sir,  WeatminBter,  February  9,  1775, 

I  beg  you  will  not  think  tliat  my  delay  in  returaitg 
you  the  proof-sheet  of  your  most  ingenious  and  moat  obliging 
dedication  eould  proceed  from  a  want  of  the  liveliest  sen- 
sibility to  the  great  honour  you  have  done  me.  T  now 
return  tlie  proof  with  uiy  sincerest  and  most  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. 

Some  topics  are  touched  in  that  dedication,  on  which  I 
oould  wish  to  explain  myself  to  you.  I  should  bave  been 
glad  to  do  it  through  Mr.  Maaon;  but  to  my  great  loss,  on 
this  and  many  other  accounts,  be  left  town  suddenly.  In- 
deed, at  that  time  and  ever  since,  the  pressure  of  American 
business  on  one  hand,  aad  a  petition  agaiast  my  election  on 
the  o^ber,  left  me  not  a  single  minute  at  my  disposal,  and  I 
have  now  little  leisure  enough  to  explain  myself  clearly  on 
some  points  in  that  dedication,  which  I  either  misunderstand, 
or  they  go  upon  a  misapprehension  of  some  part  of  my  pub- 
lic conduct ;  for  which  reason  I  wish,  if  I  might  presume  to 
interfere,  that  they  may  be  a  little  altered. 

It  ia  certain  that  1  have,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  sup- 
ported the  establishment  of  the  church,  upon  grounds  and 
principiea  which  I  am  happy  to  find  countenanced  by  your 
approbation.  This  you  have  been  told ;  but  you  have  not 
heard  that  I  supported  also  the  petition  of  the  dissenters, 
lor  a  larger  toleration  than  they  enjoy  at  present  under  the 
letter  of  the  act  of  Bang  William.  In  fact,  my  opinion 
in  favour  of  toleration  goes  far  beyond  the  limits  oi  that 
act,  which  was  no  more  than  a  provision  for  certain  sets 
of  men,  under  certain  circumstances,  and  by  no  means 
what  ia  commonly  called  "an  act  of  toleration."  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  if  my  opinions  on  this  subject  are  not 
consistent  with  the  strictest  and  the  best  supported  church 

'  Aalhor  of 
ef  en  inquiry  in 
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establisWent.  I  cannot  consider  t  tr  dissenterii,  of  almaat 
BUT  Idnil,  as  scluBmatics ;  whatever  EOme  of  their  leaden 
might  origin&Uy  have  been  in  the  eve  of  Him,  who  alone 
knows  whether  they  acted  under  the  direction  of  Bueh  a 
cooecience  as  they  had,  or  at  the  inetigation  of  pride  and 
paMion.  There  are  many  things  amongst  most  of  them 
which  I  rather  ditlite  than  dare  to  eondemin.  My  ideaa  of 
tolenitioa  go  far  beyond  even  theirs.  1  would  give  a  full 
ciril  protection,  in  which  I  include  an  immunity  from  all 
disturbance  of  their  public  religious  worship,  and  a  power  of 
t«aehitig  in  achoola  as  well  as  temples,  to  Jews,  Mahometans, 
and  even  Pagans ;  especially  if  they  are  already  possessed  of 
those  advantages  by  long  and  prescriptive  usage,  which  is  as 
sacred  in  this  exercise  of  rights  as  in  auy  other.  Much 
more  am  I  inclined  to  tolerate  those  whom  1  look  upon  as 
our  brethren.  I  mean  all  those  who  profess  our  common 
hope,  extending  to  all  the  reformed  and  unreformed  churches, 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  in  none  of  whom  I  lind  anything 
capitally  amiss,  but  their  mutual  hatred  of  each  other.  I 
can  never  think  any  man  a  heretic,  or  schismatic,  by  educa- 
tion.  It  must  be,  as  I  conceive,  by  an  act  in  which  his  own 
choice  (iufluenced  by  blameable  passions)  ia  more  concerned 
than  it  can  be  by  his  early  prejudices,  and  his  being  aggre- 
gated to  bodies,  for  whom  men  naturally  form  a  great  degree 
of  reverence  and  affection.  This  is  my  opinion,  aud  my  con- 
duct has  been  conformable  to  it.  Another  ago  will  see  it 
more  general ;  and  I  think  that  this  general  affection  to 
religion  will  never  introduce  indifference,  but  will  rather 
increase  real  zeal,  Christian  fervour,  and  pious  emulation! 
that  it  will  make  a  common  cause  against  Epicurism,  and 
everything  that  corrupts  the  mind  and  renders  it  unworthy 
of  its  family,'  But  toleration  does  not  exclude  national 
preference,  either  as  to  mode  or  opinions,  and  all  the  lawful 
and  honest  means  which  may  be  used  for  the  support  of  that 
preference. 

I  should  be  happy  to  converse  with  you,  and  such  as  yon, 
oil  these  subiects,  and  to  unlearn  my  mislaken  opinions,  if 
such  they  should  be;  for,  however  erroneous,  I  believe 
there  is  no  evil  ingredient  in  them.  In  looking  over  that 
dedication,  if  you  should  agree  with  me,  that  there  are  soma 
■  Thai  ii      ' 
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eipressionB  that  cany  with  them  an  idea  of  my  pushing 
ideas  of  church  establiahment  further  than  1  do,  jou  > 
naturally  aoftea  or  change  them  accordingly.    I  do  not  know   i 
very  well  how  to  excuse  the  great  liberty  I  take,  in  troubling 
you  with  observntiona,  where  I  ought  to  speak  only  my  ob- 
ligations.    Be  assured,  that  I  feel  myself  extremely  honoured 
by  your  good  opinion,  and  aball  be  made  very  happy  by  your   | 
friendship. 

1  am  with  the  fjreatest  esteem,  &c. 

^TO    THE    MAEQTTIS    OP    BOCEIKeHAIif. 
My  beab  Loud,  August  23,  1775. 

When  I  was  last  in  town,  1  wrote  a  short  letter,  by  I 
Mr.  Thesiger.  But  I  opened  all  I  had  in  my  thoughts  so  ■ 
fully  to  Lord  John  Cavendish,  who  was  then  setting  out  for  I 
the  north,  that  I  do  not  know  whether  it  he  necessary  to  " 
trouble  your  lordship  any  further  upon  the  nnhappy  subject 
of  that  letter  and  conversation.  However,  if  I  did  not  write 
Bomething  on  that  subject,  I  should  be  incapable  of  writing 
at  all.   It  has,  I  confess,  taken  entire  possession  of  my  mind! 

We  are,  at  length,  actually  involved  m  that  war  which  your 
lordship,  to  your  infinite  honour,  has  made  so  many  efforts, 
to  keep  at  a  distance.  It  has  come  upon  iis  in  a  mannr  mora- 
diaagreeahle  and  unpromising  than  the  most  gloomy  prog- 
nostic had  ever  foretold  it.  Tour  lordship's  observation  on 
the  general  temper  of  the  nation  at  this  crisis  is  certainly 
just.  If  any  imication  is  to  he  taken  from  esterual  appear- 
ances, the  king  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the  present  state  rf 
his  government.  His  spirits  at  his  levees,  at  the  play,  every- 
where, seem  to  he  remarkably  good.  -His  ministers,  too,  are 
perfectly  at  their  ease.  Most  oi^them  are  amusing  themselves 
in  the  country,  while  England  is  disfurnished  of  its  forces  in 
the  face  of  armed  Europe,  and  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  are  de- 
livered over  to  the  custody  of  foreigners.  They  are  at  their 
ease  relative  to  the  only  point  which  could  give  them  anxiety, 
— they  are  assured  of  their  places. 

As  to  the  good  people  of  England,  they  seem  to  partake 
eveiT  day,  more  and  more,  of  the  character  of  that  adminia- 
tratiou  nh'ch  they  have  been  induced  to  tolerate.   I  am  satifc 
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fied,  that  within  a  few  years  there  has  hues 
in  the  uatioual  character.  We  eeem  eo  Ici  _ 
inquisitive,  jealous,  tSery  people,  which  we  have  b 
ana  which  we  have  been  a  vepy  short  time  ago. 
look  back,  without  pleasure  or  indignation ;  and  forward, 
without  bope  or  fear.  No  man  commenda  the  measures 
which  have  been  pursued,  op  eipecta  any  good  from  those 
which  are  in  preparation ;  hut  it  is  a.  cold,  languid  opinion, 
like  what  meu  discover  in  affairs  that  do  not  coucem  them. 
It  excites  to  no  pasaion;  it  prompts  to  no  action. 

In  all  this  state  of  things  I  find  my  observation  and  intel- 
ligence perfectly  agree  with  your  lordship's.  In  one  point, 
iadeed,  1  have  the  misfortune  to  differ.  I  do  not  think  that 
■weeks,  or  even  months,  or  years,  will  bring  the  monarch,  the 
miuisters,  or  the  people,  to  leeling.  To  bring  the  people  to 
a  feehng,  such  a  leeling,  I  mean,  as  tends  to  amendment  or 
alteration  of  ayatem,  there  must  be  plan  and  management. 
All  direction  of  public  buntour  and  opinion  must  origmate  in 
a.  few.  Perhaps  a  good  deal  of  that  humour  and  opinion 
must  be  owing  to  such  direction.  Events  supply  materials; 
times  furnish  aispositiona ;  but  conduct  alone  can  bring  them 
to  bear  to  any  useful  purpose.  I  never  yet  tnew  an  instance 
of  any  general  temper  in  the  nation,  that  might  not  have  been 
tolerably  well  traced  to  some  particular  persona.  If  things 
are  left  to  themselves,  it  ia  my  clear  opmion  that  a  nation 
may  elide  down  fair  and  softly  from  Hie  highest  point  of 
grandeur  and  prosperity  to  the  lowest  state  of  imbecility  and 
meanneas,  without  any  one's  marking  a  particular  period  in 
this  declension,  without  asking  a  question  about  it,  or  in  the 
least  speculating  on  any  of  the  innumerable  acta  which  have 
stolen  in  this  silent  and  insensible  revolution.  Every  event 
BO  prepares  the  subsequent,  that,  when  it  arrives,  it  produces 
no  surprise,  nor  any  extraordinary  alarm,  I  am  certain  that 
if  pains,  great  and  immediate  pains,  are  not  taken  to  prevent 
it,  auch  must  he  the  fate  of  this  country.  "We  look  to  the 
merchants  in  vain — they  are  gone  from  us,  and  from  them- 
aelvea.  They  consider  America  as  lost,  and  they  look  tu 
administration  for  an  indemnity.  Hopes  are  aeeordingly 
held  out  to  them,  that  some  equivalent  for  their  debts  wili 
be  provided.  In  the  mean  time,  the  leading  men  among 
tbea  ore  kept  full  fed  with  contracts,  and  lemittances,  atu 
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_^jbs  of  all  descriptionB  ;  and  they  are  indefatigable  in  their 
endeavoura  to  keep  the  others  quiet,  with  the  prospect  of 
their  share  in  those  emolumeuta,  of  which  they  Bee  their  ad- 
viBera  already  so  amply  in  posaession.  They  all,  or  the  great- 
est number  of  them,  begin  to  anuffthe  cadaverous  haul  go&t 
of  lucratiye  war.  War,  indeed,  is  become  a  sort  of  substitute 
for  commerce.  The  freighting  bualnesa  never  was  so  lively, 
on  account  of  the  prodigious  taking  up  for  transport  service. 
Great  orders  for  provisions  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  new  cloth- 
ing for  the  troops  and  the  intended  aii  thousand  Canadians, 
puts  life  into  the  woollen  manufacture ;  and  a  number  of  men 
of  war,  ordered  to  be  equipped,  baa  given  a  pretence  for  sucb 
a  quantity  of  nails  and  other  iron  work,  as  to  keep  the  midland 
parts  tolerably  quiet.  All  this,  with  the  incredible  increase 
of  the  northern  market  since  the  peace  between  Eusaia  and 
the  Porte,  keeps  up  the  spirits  of  the  mercantOe  world,  and 
induces  them  to  consider  the  American  war,  not  so  much 
their  calamity,  as  their  resource  iu  an  inevitable  distress. 
This  ia  the  state  of  moat,  not  of  all  the  merchants. 

All  this,  however,  would  not  he  of  so  much  consequence. 
The  great  evil  and  danger  will  be  the  full  and  decided  en- 
gagement of  parliament  in  this  war.  Then  we  shall  be 
thoroughly  dipped,  and  then  there  will  be  no  way  of  getting 
out,  but  by  disgracing  England,  or  enslaving  America.  In 
that  state,  ministry  has  a  lease  of  power,  as  long  as  the  war 
continues.  The  lunge  between  war  and  peace  is,  indeed,  a 
dangerous  juncture  to  miniaters ;  but  a  determined  state  of 
the  one  or  the  other  is  a  pretty  safe  poaition.  When  their 
cause,  however  absurdly,  is  made  the  cause  of  the  nation,  the 
popular  cry  will  be  with  them.  The  style  will  be,  that  their 
.Bands  must  be  strengthened  by  an  unreserved  confidente. 
When  that  cry  ia  once  raised,  and  raiaed  it  infallibly  will  he, 
if  not  prevented,  the  puny  voice  of  reason  will  not  be  heard. 
Ab  sure  aa  we  have  now  an  existence,  if  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament should  catch  your  lordship  and  your  frienda  in  an 
unprepared  state,  nothing  but  disgrace  and  ruin  can  attend 
the  cause  you  are  at  the  head  of.  Parliament  will  plunge 
over  head  and  ears.  They  will  vote  the  war  ivith  every  sup- 
ply of  domestic  and  foreign  force.  They  will  pass  an  act  of 
attainder ;— they  will  lay  their  hands  upon  the  press.  The 
ministers  will  even  procure  addresses  uom  those  veij  met- 
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chants,  who,  last  eeeaion,  barassed  them  with  petitions ;  and 
then, — what  is  left  for  us,  but  to  epin  out  of  our  bowek, 
UDder  the  frowns  of  the  court  and  the  hisaee  of  the  people, 
the  little  slender  thread  of  a  peevish  and  captious  opposition, 
unworthy  of  our  cause  ana  oureelves,  and  without  credit, 
concurrence,  or  popularity  in  the  nation ! 

I  hope  I  am  as  little  awed  out  of  my  senses  by  the  fear  of 
vulgar  opinion,  as  most  of  my  acxjuaintanee.  I  think,  on  a 
fair  oceasion,  1  could  look  it  in  the  face ;  hut  speaking  of  tJie 
prudential  consideration,  we  know  that  ail  opposition  is  ab- 
eolutely  crippled,  if  it  can  obtain  no  kind  of  support  without 
doors.  If  this  ahouid  be  found  impracticable,  I  must  rerert 
to  my  old  opinion,  that  much  the  most  effectual  and  much 
the  most  honourable  course  is,  without  the  obligation  of  a 
formal  secession,  to  absent  ourselves  from  parliament.  My 
experience  is  worth  nothing,  if  it  has  not  made  it  as  clear  to 
me  as  the  sun,  that,  in  affairs  like  these,  a  feeble  opposition 
is  the  greatest  aenice  which  can  be  done  to  ministry;  and 
surely,  if  there  be  a  state  of  decided  disgrace,  it  is  to  add  to 
the  power  of  your  enemies  by  every  step  you  take  to  dlstresH 
them. 

I  am  confident  that  your  lordship  considers  my  importu- 
nity with  your  usual  goodness.  You  will  not  attribute  my 
earnestness  to  any  improper  cause.  I  shall,  therefore,  make 
no  apology  for  urging,  again  and  again,  how  necessary  it  is 
for  your  iordaliip  and  your  great  friends  most  seriously  to 
take  under  immediate  deliberation  what  you  are  to  do  in  this 
crisis.  Nothing  like  it  has  happened  m  your  political  life. 
I  protest  to  God,  I  think  that  your  reputation,  your  duty, 
and  the  duty  and  honour  of  us  all,  who  profess  your  senti- 
ments, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  of  us,  demand  at  this 
time  one  honest,  hearty  effort,  in  order  to  avert  the  heavy 
calamities  that  are  impending ;  to  keep  our  hands  from 
blood,  and,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  poor,  giddy,  thoughtless 
people  of  our  country  from  plunging  headlong  into  this  im- 
pious war.  If  the  attempt  is  necessary,  it  is  honourable. 
You  will,  at  least,  hare  the  comfort  that  nothing  has  been 
left  undone,  on  your  part,  to  prevent  the  worst  mischief  that 
can  befall  the  public.  Then,  and  not  before,  you  may  shake 
the  dust  from  your  feet,  and  leave  the  people  and  their 
ieaders  to  their  owr.  conduct  and  fortune. 


I  aee,  indted,  many,  many  difficulties  ia  the  way ;  but  we 
haye  known  na  great,  or  greater,  give  way  to  a  regular  series 
of  judicious  and  active  esertiona.  Thia  ia  no  time  for  taking 
puoiie  bufiinesa  in  their  course  and  order,  and  only  aa  a  part 
in  the  scheme  of  lite,  whicii  comes  and  goes  at  its  proper 

{eriods,  and  ia  mised  in  with  oceupationa  and  amusements. 
t  calls  for  the  whole  of  the  best  of  us ;  and  everything  elae, 
■  however  just  or  even  laudable  at  another  time,  ought  to  give 
r  way  to  thia  great,  urgent,  instant  concern.  Indeed,  my  dear 
'  lord,  you  are  called  upon  in  a  verr  peculiar  manner.  Ame- 
rica is  youra.  Ton  have  saved  it  once,  and  you  may  veir 
possibly  save  it  again.  The  people  of  that  country  ore  wortli 
preserving;  and  preserving,  if  possible,  to  England.  I  be- 
lieve your  lordship  remembers  that  last  year  or  the  year 
before,  I  ain  not  aure  which,  you  flied  your  quarters  for 
|rp  while  in  London,  and  aent  circular  letters  to  your  friends 
Svho  were  concerned  in  the  busiaeaa  on  which  you  came  to 
town.  It  was  on  occasion  of  the  Irish  absentee-tax.  Your 
■friends  met,  and  the  attempt  was  defeated.  It  may  be  worth 
jour  lordship's  consideration,  whether  you  ought  not,  bb 
noon  OB  possible,  to  draw  jour  principal  friends  together. 
It  may  be  then  examined,  whether  a  larger  meeting  might 
,not  be  expedient,  to  see  whether  some  plan  could  not  be 
thought  of  for  doing  something  in  the  counties  and  towns. 
The  October  meeting  at  Newmarket  wiU  be  too  late  in  the 
rear,  and  then  the  business  of  the  meeting  would  take  up 
»o  much  time  from  the  other. 

It  might  be  objected  to  domg  anything  in  this  immature 
Condition  of  the  public  temper,  that  the  interests  of  your 
jkirdahip's  frienda  might  suffer  in  making  an  attempt,  whii^h 
Wight  be  vigorously  and  rather  generally  opposed  and  coun- 
terworked. On  ordinary  occasions  thia  taignt  be  a  matter  of 
Very  serious  consideration.  The  risk  ought  to  he  propor- 
tioaed  to  the  object ;  but  this  is  no  ordinary  occasion,  la 
the  first  place,  I  lay  it  down  that  the  preaent  state  of  oppo- 
sition is  so  bad,  that  the  worst  judged  ajid  most  untimely 
eiertions  would  only  vary  the  mode  of  its  utter  dissolution. 

kSuch  a  state  of  things  justifies  every  hazard.  But,  supposing 
our  condition  better,  what  ia  an  interest  cultivated  for,  but 
its  aptness  for  public  purposes  ?  And  for  what  public  pur- 
^ae  da  gentlemen  wait,  that  will  be  more  worthy  of  the  um 
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of  all  the  intereets  they  have  ?  I  should  certahily  consider 
the  afTair  aa  desperate,  if  your  success  in  such  an  effort  de- 
pended on  anything  like  an  unanimoua  concurrence  in  the 
oatioD.  But  in  times  of  trouble,  this  is  imposEible.  In  vaiAi 
times,  it  is  not  necessary.  A  minority  cannot  make  or  cany 
on  a  war ;  but  a  minori^,  well  composed  and  acting  steadily, 
may  clog  a  war  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  not  very 
easy  to  proceed.  When  you  once  begin  to  show  ynurBelyea, 
many  will  be  animated  to  join  you,  who  are  now  taint  and 
uncertain.  Tour  adversaries  will  raise  the  spirit  of  your 
friends;  and  the  very  contest  wiU  eicite  that  concern  and 
curiosity  in  the  nation,  the  want  of  which  ia  now  the  worst 
part  of  the  public  distemper. 

Lord  John  has  given  yonr  lordship  an  account  of  the 
acbeme  we  talked  over,  for  reviving  the  importance  of  the 
city  of  London,  hy  separating  the  sound  from  the  rotten  con- 
tract-hunting part  of  the  mercantile  interest,  uniting  it  with 
the  corporation,  and  joining  both  to  your  lordship.  There 
are  now  some  facilities  attending  such  a  design.  Lord  Chat- 
ham is,  in  a  manner,  out  of  tnc  question ;  and  the  court 
have  lost,  in  him,  a  sure  instrument  of  division  in  every 
public  contest.  Baker  was  chiefly  relied  ou  for  our  main 
part  in  this  work.  He  was  willing  to  do  his  part_;  but,  lo! 
ne  is  called  away  to  another  part ;  and  if  he  is  not  yet  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Conyera,  he  will  in  a  very  few  days.  This  puts 
U8  back.  Nothing  I  beheve  can  be  done  in  it  till  the  Duke 
of  Portland  comes  to  town;  and  then  we  shall  have  a  centre 
to  turn  upon.  Hand,  of  Leeds,  and  some  other  friends, 
might  feel  the  pulse  of  the  people  of  Leeds  and  the  adjacent 
country.  Jack  Lee  would  not  let  his  assistance  be  wanting 
on  such  an  occasion,  and  in  such  a  cause ;  but  if  Sir  George 
Savile  could  be  persuaded  to  come  forward  »  *  • 

•  •••**•«• 

I  must, instantly  set  off  for  Bristol.  The  enclosed  will  let 
your  lordsbip  see  the  necessity  of  it.  The  horrid  eipeose  of 
these  expeditious  would  keep  me  at  home ;  but  that  city  is 
going  headlong  to  the  dust,  through  the  manosuvres  of  the 
CDurt  and  of  the  Tory  party;  but  principally  through,  the 
nbaiu^  and  paltry  behaviour  of  my  foolish  colleague.  I  shall 
ho  there  on  the  2Sth  for  the  assizes  ;  aa  appearing  to  go  on 
0  particular  occasion,  may  give  me  an  escuse  for  not  coa- 
linuing  long  in  t\iat  qaatWc. 


I  have  Been  J.  D.  and  Penn.  The  former,  I  believe, 
Buffered  himself  to  be  made  a  tool ;  your  lordship  will  aoon 
Bee  him.  The  latter  ja  steady  for  America.  His  account  of 
the  determined  Bpirit  and  resolution  of  the  people  there 
afi^eea  with  that  which  we  have  generally  received.  He 
brings  a  very  decent  and  manly  petition  from  the  congress. 
Tt  mentions  no  specific  conditions,  but,  in  general,  it  is  for 
peaee.  Lord  Chatham  is  the  idol,  aa  usual.  I  find  by  Penn 
that,  in  America,  they  have  aoarce  an7  idea  of  the  state  of 
men  and  parties  here,  nor  who  are  their  friends  or  foes.  To 
this  he  attributes  much  of  their  nonsense  about  the  declara- 


s,  the  paper  gives  an  account 
(to  which  1  cannot  help  giving  some  credit)  that  a  great 
battle  is  fought  near  Boston,  t-o  the  disadvantage  of  the  un- 
happy Americans,  Though  this  would  add  much  to  the 
difficulties  of  our  present  conduct,  it  makes  no  change  in  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  effectual  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 

■      Your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  present,  &c.  &c. 

I  EnM.  BrttkE, 


I  TO   JOHN   BOtTRKE,  ESQ.' 

My  dear  John,  Beconafleld,  Thursday,  July  11,  177&. 
I  do  assure  you  that  I  do  not  want  any  of  that  un- 
critical friendhneas  and  partiality  which  you  ascribe  to  me, 
to  induce  me  very  much  to  like  and  admire  what  I  hai  e  read 
in  the  Gazetteer  this  morning.  The  subject  is  very  well 
liandled ;  the  language  remarkably  neat  and  pure ;  aiid  I  am 
sure  the  principles  are  honest  and  constitutional.  I  do  not 
perhaps  go  all  the  length  of  thinking  Mr.  Wilkes'  promise 
quite  a  nullity.  It  is,  I  admit,  never  wise,  perhaps  not  often 
jnatifiable,  to  make  such  engagements ;  and  casea  may  cer- 

'  A  London  merchant,  deBeendod  from  Ihe  aanie  Norman  stotk  as  Mr. 
Edmund  Burke.  The  subjeol  was  probablj  ihe  desertion  of  Wilkes  by 
many  of  his  forraar  ftieniia,  on  hia  contosling,  tot  the  aeoond  time,  tho 
office  of.  oliamberlnin  of  the  city  ol  I^ndoii  with  Mr.  Hopkina,  -wiio  «M 
elected  by  a  large  majoiily. 
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tainly  be  put  where  the  merit  will  lie  ia  breaking  tbem.  But, 
if  they  are  made,  they  ought  to  be  kept ;  and  the  maker 
ought  to  have  looked  into  the  propriety  of  making,  and  tbe 
(lossibility  of  keeping  them,  when  he  made  such  declara- 
tione.  Such  professors  ought  to  be  held  tight  to  their 
promises,  if  it  answered  no  other  end  than  to  make  theoi 
cautioua  in  deceiving  the  people.  "When,  in  the  issue,  it 
may  prove  that  some  part  of  the  deceit  fails  upon  them- 
selves, it  is  proper  to  give  them  no  sort  of  dispensation,  and 
to  allow  them  no  kind  of  evasion.  Our  friend  is  perhaps 
too  young  to  remember  the  origin  of  all  this  professing, 
promising,  and  testing;  but  he  would  laugh  if  he  knew 
that  the  wolf  is  now  howling  in  the  snare  which  he  had 
originally  laid  for  honest  men.  This  traitor  raised  an 
outcry  among  that  mob  who  have  now  surrendered  him  over 
to  bis  and  their  enemies,  against  all  the  honest  part  of  the 
opposition,  because  they  would  not  join  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates, in  disdaimiug  the  fair  objects  of  ambition  or  ac- 
commodation, whenever  private  honour  or  public  principles 
admitted  of  them.  We  were  put  out  of  the  question  as. 
patriots,  stripped  of  all  supporii  from  the  multitude,  and  the 
alternative  wUdlv  and  wickedly  put  between  those  who  dis- 
claimed all  employments,  and  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
court.  They  would  hear  of  nobody  else.  So  that  nothing 
has  happened,  but  what  they  have  chosen  and  prepared. 
Whenever  they  fail,  the  court  muat  profit.  I  remember  that 
the  Sbelburne  faction  acted  just  in  the  same  manner ;  until, 
having  overloaded  the  stomachs  of  their  adherents,  they  were 
vomited  up  with  loathing  and  disgust.  It  was  but  a  few 
months  after  Lord  Shelburne  had  told  me  gratis,  (for  nothing 
led  to  it,)  that  the  people  (always  meaning  the  conunou 
people  of  London)  were  uever  in  the  wrong,  that  he  and  all 
cia  friends  were  driven  with  scorn  out  of  that  city.  How- 
ever, I  admit,  with  our  worthy  friend,  that  the  baseneaa  and 
corruptness  of  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  livery  is  not  much  the 
leas  for  the  villany  of  him  whom  they  have  abandoned  the 
first  moment  he  eould  hope  to  derive,  from  their  protection, 
ease  and  comfort  tor  his  age.  Let  me  wish  my  young  friend, 
at  his  entrance  into  life,  to  draw  a  useful  lesson  from  tbe 
unprincipled  behaviour  of  a  corrupt  and  licecticus  people: — 
t/ut  is,  never  to  sacrifice  his  principles  to  tbe  hope  of  obteio* 
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mg  tjeir  affections ;  to  regard  and  wish  them  well,  as  a  part 

of  his  fellow-creatures,  wEiom   hia   best  inatincta  and  his 

highest  duties  lead  bira  to  love  and  aerve,  but  to  put  aa  little 

trust  in  them  aa  in  princes.     For  what  inward  resource  has 

he,  when  turned  out  of  courts  or  hissed  out  of  town-halls,  who 

has  made  their  opinions  the  only  standard  of  what  ia  right, 

and  their  favour  the  sole  means  of  his  happiness  i'     I  have 

heard  aa  yet  nothing  about  our  future  engagement.  Possibly 

the  servant  I  have  sent  to  Lord  Bockiugham  may  arrire 

before  the  post  goes  out.     He  ia  arrived,  and  I  have 

^jjOBwer.     Lord  fiockingham  was  not  in  town. 

^^^  I  am,  with  the  beat  regards  of  all  here, 

^^H  Dear  Bourke, 

^^V  Ever  affectionately  yonra, 

^P  EnM.  BUBEB. 

V      Our  love  to  the  occasionaliat,  but  not  server  of  occaaioniti 

1. 

r  Charles  Street,  St.  James's  Square, 

My  Lonua,  October  3,  1780. 

I  think  it  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  aubject  of 
this  kingdom  to  communicate  to  hia  Majesty's  ministers 
intelligence  of  every  matter,  by  which  the  kuig'a  interest 
and  honour,  and  that  of  the  nation,  are  likely  to  be  affected. 
The  chairman  and  deputy -chairman  of  the  East  India 
Company  have  come  to  a  reaolution  of  seizing  upon,  and 
delivering  orer  to  the  discretion  of  their  aervanta  at  Madras, 
the  revenues  of  the  king  of  Tanjore, — an  ally  of  the  Company, 
and,  therefore,  of  the  crown  and  nation  of  Great  Britain, — 
in  direct  violation  of  a  solemn  treaty,  by  which  the  Company 

•  The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  torn  about  1718,  d[ed  Oct.  1793.  At 
the  accession  of  George  the  Third  he  was  continued  a  Privy  Councillor 
in  both  kingdoms;  in  1763  vas  made  first  Commisaiouer  of  Trade  and 
PlantationB;  in  1766  Joint  PoBtmastet-Genersl ;  in  1768  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  Coloniesj  and  from  1779  to  1762  aRsiii  Secretary  of  Stale. 
He  appears  to  have  been  the  private  and  confidential  friend  and  adviser 
of  the  king;  and  Adolphm  says  that  "when  no  longer  Secretary  of  Sl»te 
to  the  Coloni<!s,  be  continned  la  give  his  advice  and  assisUnce  lo  tha 
amistry,  to  whom  his  experience  was  of  eflb^tual  service." 
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liaa  enf^a^ed  that  none  of  thsir  aerviints  shall  intermetldlo  m 
the  internal  government  of  that  prince. 

This  very  eitraordinary  and  daugeroui  design,  leading  to 
a  general  waato  and  robbery  of  the  only  yet  remaining  natifa 
goyemment,  and  the  only  flourishing  country  within  the 
reach  of  our  power  in  India,  was  carried  through  a  very  thin 
eoiu-t  of  directors. 

It  was  carried  through  the  very  day  after  the  sitting  of  a 
general  court  of  the  East  India  Company,  without  the  leaat 
communication  to  the  body  they  act  for ;  and  although  that 
very  genera!  court  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  take  the  whole 
of  their  affairs  into  conaideration  on  so  early  a  day  aa  the 
sixth  of  November  ueit. 

It  was  carried  through  in  the  absence  of  Lord  North  and 
both  secretaries  of  the  treasury, — though,  upon  representa- 
tions to  his  lordship,  this  business  had  been  formerly  stopped, 
and  at  a  time  when  he  is  at  so  great  a  distance  from  town,aa 
to  make  hia  interposition,  or  even  any  iraraediate  application 
to  him,  utterly  impracticable. 

It  was  carried  through  immediately  after  Mr.  William 
Burke,  one  of  the  king  of  Taojore's  agents,  had  set  off  on  a 

{'oumey  over-land,  with  a  letter  from  Lord  North,  written 
ly  the  order  of  liis  Majesty,  to  whom  the  king  of  Tanjore 
had  submitted  his  cause,  and  all  hia  grievances  ;  and  in  the 
absence  also  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Waldegrave,  joined  in 
agency  with  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  before  protested  to  the 
directors  against  that  very  predatory  resolution,  and  desired 
to  he  heard  againat  it ;  the  king  ot  lanjore  himself  having 
then  a  regular  complaint  of  grievances,  and  of  extorting 
money  in  particular,  before  the  Company. 

It  was  carried  through  in  the  reueaa  of  parliament,  tu 
which  the  said  agents,  in  the  last  session,  had  prepared  ■ 
petition  ;  which  petition  was  consented  to  he  withheld,  solely 
on  the  directors  putting  a  stop  to  their  ungrateful  design. 

It  was  carried  through  at  a  time  when  the  very  servanta 
of  the  Company,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore  is  to  be 
delivered,  are  under  an  inquiry  of  the  court  of  the  very 
directors  who  deliver  it  to  them,  on  but  too  just  a  suspicioa 
cS  peculation  and  other  evil  practices. 

And  in  order  that  n<i  time  ahould  be  allowed  for  the  di* 
Bontiiig  directors,  proprietors, 


sing'a  ministers  to  interfere,  they  resolved  not  to  wait  for 
ships  which  are  to  depart,  but  haye  prepared  a  person  sud- 
demy  to  go  off  over-land;  ao  that  if  this  design  had  i  ' 
been  providentially  discovered,  it  was  very  possible  that 
the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  kmg  of  Tanjore  was 
rejoicing  on  the  receipt  of  a  gracious  letter  from  the  king's 
ramister,  written  by  his  Majesty's  order,  he  might  find  his 
revenues  forcibly  seized  on,  m  violation  of  the  treaty,  by  an 
order  of  the  directors,  to  the  infinite  scandal  of  the  honour, 
justice,  and  policy  of  the  British  nation. 

It  is  neceasaiy  to  lay  a  matter  of  this  high  and  criminal 
nature,  pursued  in  this  extraordinary  manner,  before  his 
Majesty's  servants ;  the  crown  claiming  on  the  part  of  the 
public  a  right  in  the  possessions  and  territorial  revenues  of 
the  Company,  and  the  time  for  renewal  of  the  charter  now 
approaching. 

I  humbly  venture  to  suggest,  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
liis  Majesty's  ministers  that  so  material  a  revolution,  involv- 
ing the  pubhc  faith  and  the  obligation  of  treaties,  together 
with  the  welfare  of  so  great  a  part  of  the  strength  of  G-reat 
Britain,  should  not  be  made  but  oa  the  fullest  and  most  im- 

Eartial  consideration ;  or  that  kings  and  kingdoms,  and  the 
ves  and  properties  of  millions  of  innocent  people,  should 
not  be  passed  away,  by  obscure  and  collusive  practices,  be- 
tween any  confederacies  of  men  for  their  private  interest 
and  emolument,  with  much  less  ceremony  than  the  family 
settlement  of  a  cottage  is  made  or  altered. 

I  make  no  apology  for  troubling  your  lordships  with  tbt 
notification  of  so  dangerous  a  proceeding,  knowing  your  do-- 
sire  of  obtaining  information  from  every  quarter,  in  any 
matter  that  relates  to  his  Majesty's  service.  On  this  well- 
grounded  assurance,  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  your  lordships  at 
any  time  you  may  be  pleased  to  appoint,  to  lay  before  you, 
on  the  most  authentic  grounds,  the  futility  and  fraud  of  the 
pretence  on  which  a  violence  of  this  eitent  is  attempted  by 
the  Company's  servants  in  India,  and  thus  privately,  without 
hearing  or  notice,  consented  to  by  their  servants  here, 

■  I  have  the  honour  to  he,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 

■  lords,  Tour  lordships'  most  obedient  and  moat 
H  humble  Servant, 

^k  EnM.  Burks. 

k '1. 
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TO   DB.  BEKJAMIN  ¥SAirEI,nr. 

Dear  Sik,  August,  1781. 

1  feel  as  as  bonest  man  and  aa  a  good  citizen  ought 
to  feel,  the  calamitiea  of  the  present  unhappy  war.  The 
only  part,  however,  of  those  calamitiea  which  personally 
aSecta  myself  is,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  discontiiiue  my 
intercourse  with  you ;  but  that  one  misfortune  I  must  con- 
sider as  equivalent  to  many.  I  may,  indeed,  with  great 
trutb,  assure  you,  that  your  friendship  has  always  been  an 
object  of  my  ambition ;  and  that,  if  a  high  and  very  fiincere 
esteem  for  your  talents  and  virtues  could  give  me  a  title  to 
it,  I  am  not  wholly  unworthy  of  that  honour,  I  flatter 
myaelf  that  your  belief  in  the  reality  of  theee  sentiments 
will  eicuse  the  liberty  I  take,  of  laying  before  you  a  matter 
in  which  I  have  no  small  concern.  The  application  I  make 
originates  wholly  from  mysdf,  and  baa  not  been  auggeated  to 
me  by  any  person  whatsoever. 

I  have  lately  been  informed  with  great  certainty,  and  with 
no  less  surprise,  that  the  congresa  have  made  as  application 
for  the  return  of  my  friend  G-eneral  Burgoyne  to  captiritj 
iu  America,  at  a  time  when  the  exchange  of  almost  all  the 
rest  of  the  convention  officers  has  been  completed.  It  is 
true  that  this  requisition  has  been  for  the  present  with- 
drawn ;  but  then,  it  may  be  renewed  at  every  instant ;  and 
no  arrangement  has  been  made  or  proposed,  which  may  pre- 
vent a  thing  on  all  accounts  bo  very  disagreeable,  as  to  see 
the  most  opposite  interests  conspiring  in  the  persecution  of 
a  man,  formed,  by  the  unparalleled  candour  and  moderation 
of  bis  mind,  to  luiite  the  most  discordant  parties  in  his  favour. 

I  own  this  proceeding  of  the  congress  fills  me  with  aatonidi- 
nient.  I  am  persuaded  that  some  unusually  artful  manage- 
ment, or  very  unexampled  delusion,  has  operated  to  produce 
an  effect  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary principles  of  nature  or  of  policy. 

1  shall  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  convention 
under  which  this  claim  is  made,  nor  into  the  construction  oi 
it,  nor  the  execution.  I  am  not,  perhaps,  capable  (if  doing 
justice  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  ;  and  if  I  were,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  put  them  upon  any  ground  of  argument,  becsuw 
(whatever  others  might  and  pfseibly  ought  to  do)  1  i 


pleading  a  point  of  strict  right,  but  appeftling  to  your  known 
principles  of  honour  and  generosity,  with  the  freedom  and 

iirivileges  of  an  old  friendship  ;  and  aa  I  suppose  you  per- 
ectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of  the  eitraordinary 
treatment  General  Biirgoyne  has  met  with,  I  am  resolved 
not  to  show  BO  much  distrust  in  ao  sound  a  memory  and  so 
good  a  judgment  aa  yours,  as  to  attempt  to  refresh  the  one 
or  to  lead  the  other. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  General  Burgoyne  has  been  and 
(as  far  as  what  is  left  him  wiU  suffer)  is  a  very  affectionate 
and  a  very  jealous  servant  of  the  crown  ;  and  that  in  America 
he  acted  as  an  officer  of  the  king  (ao  long  as  fortune  favoured 
him)  with  great  abilities,  and  diatinguished  fidelity,  activity, 
and  spirit.  You,  my  dear  sir,  who  have  made  such  astonish- 
ing exertions  in  the  cause  which  you  espouse,  and  are  bo 
deeply  read  in  human  nature  and  in  human  morals,  know 
better  than  anybody,  that  mea  will  and  that  aometimea  they 
are  hound  to  take  very  different  views  and  meaaurea  of  their 
duty  irom  local  and  from  professional  situation ;  and  that  we 
may  all  }iavB  equal  merit  in  extremely  different  lines  of  con- 
duct. Ton  know  that  others  may  deserve  the  whole  of  your 
admiration  in  a  cause,  in  which  your  judgment  leads  you  to 
oppose  them.  But  whatever  may  he  our  opinions  on  the 
origin  of  this  fatal  war,  I  assure  you.  General  Burgoyne  has 
the  merit  of  never  having  driven  it  on  with  violence,  or  fos- 
tered or  kept  it  alive  by  any  evil  arts,  or  aggravated  ita  na- 
tural raiachiefs  by  unnecessary  rigour;  but  has  behaved  on 
all  occasions  with  that  temper  which  becomes  a  great  military 
character,  which  loves  nothing  ao  well  in  the  profession,  as 
the  means  it  so  frequently  furnishes  of  splendid  acta  of 
generosity  and  humanity. 

Tou  have  heard  of  the  sacrifices  he  has  made  to  his  nice 
sense  of  honour  on  this  side  of  the  water — sacrificea  far 
beyond  the  just  demands  of  the  principle  to  which  they  were 
made.  This  has  been  no  advantage  to  the  country  where  he 
was  piqued  to  it.  Shall  America,  too,  call  for  sacrifices  that 
are  still  more  severe,  and  of  full  as  little  advantage  to  those 
who  demand  them?  Ikoowthe  rigour  of  political  necessity ; 
but  I  see  here  as  little  of  necessity,  or  even  expedience,  as 
of  propriety.  I  know  the  respect  that  is  due  to  all  public 
bodies ;  but  none  of  them  are  exempt  irom  miatake ;  and  the 
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moat  disrespectful  thing  that  caa  be  dose  towards  them  k 
to  suppose  them  incapable  of  correcting  an  error. 

If  1  irere  not  fully  perauuded  of  your  liberal  and  maaly 
way  of  thiaking,  I  should  not  presume,  in  the  hostile  situ- 
ation in  which  I  stand,  to  make  an  application  to  you.  But 
in  this  piece  of  ejperimental  philosophy  I  run  no  risk  of 
offending  you.  I  apply  not  to  the  ambassador  of  America, 
but  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the  philosopher, — the  friend  and  the 
lover  of  his  species.  In  that  light,  whatever  colour  politics 
may  take,' 

I  shall  ever  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Dear  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

Edm.  Btjhkk. 


TO   PHIIIP  FBiNCia,  ESQ. 

Mt  dbak  Sik,  Gerard  Street,  February  20,  1790. 

I  sat  up  rather  late  at  Carlton  House,  and  on  my  re- 
turn hither  I  found  your  letter  on  my  table.     I  Lave  not 

'  Franklin  replied  to  Ihia  letter  as  follows  : — 
SiH.  Passy,  October  15, 1781, 

I  recflived  but  a  few  days  aga  your  very  friendly  letter  of  Auguil 
last,  on  the  subject  of  General  Bnc^yae. 

Since  the  foolish  part  nf  mankiud  will  make  viirs  from  time  to  time 
with  each  other,  not  having  sense  enough  otherwise  to  settle  their  differ- 
enccH,  it  c^ertainly  becomes  the  wiser  part,  who  cannot  prevonl  these  wots,' 
to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible  the  calamities  attending  them. 

Mr.  Burke  always  stood  high  in  my  esteem  ;  his  alfectlunate  concern 
For  hia  (rieud  renders  him  still  more  amiable,  and  makes  the  honour  ha 
does  me  in  admitting  me  of  the  number  still  more  precious. 

1  do  not  think  the  congress  have  auy  wish  to  persecute  General  B'lr- 
goyne.  I  nerer  heard  till  I  received  your  letter  thai  they  had  recalled 
him.  If  they  have  made  such  a  resolution,  it  must  be,  I  suppose,  a  cno* 
ditional  one  ; — to  take  place  in  case  their  offer  of  eichangiiig  him  for  Hr. 
Laurens  sliould  not  be  accepted — a  resolution  intended  tu  enforce  thai 
offer. 

I  hare  just  received  an  authentic  copy  of  the  resolve  containing  Uial 
offer,  and  BUlhorizing  me  to  make  it.  As  1  have  no  ccmmunication  villi 
your  ministers,  I  send  it  enclosed  to  you.  If  you  can  find  any  means  of 
negotiating  this  business,  I  am  sure  the  restoring  another  worthy  man  lo 
Us  funilj  and  friends  will  be  nn  addition  to  your  pleasure. 

With  great  and  invariable  respect  and  affection, 
1  am.  Sir, 
Yc  a  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

B.  Fbuiku* 


^1  LITTEKS.  471 

Blept  Biuce.  Tou  wiE,  therefore,  excuse  me  if  you  fini  nny- 
^Wuii?  confused,  or  otherwise  espresBed  than  I  could  wish,  in 
Eapeaking  upon  a  matter  which  interests  you  from  your  regard 
to  me.  There  are  aome  thinga  in  your  letter  tor  which  1 
must  thank  jou  ;  there  are  others  which  I  must  answer  ; — 
some  tilings  bear  the  mark  of  friendly  admonition ;  others 
bear  some  resemblance  to  the  tone  of  accusation. 

Tou  are  the  only  friend  I  have  who  will  dare  to  give  me 
ndviee ;  I  must,  therefore,  have  something  terrible  in  me, 
which  intimidates  ail  others  who  know  me  from  giving  me 
the  only  unequivocal  mark  of  their  regard.  Whatever  this 
rough  and  menacing  manner  may  be,  I  ranat  search  myself 
upon  it;  and  when  1  discover  it,  old  aa  I  am,  I  must  endea- 
vour to  correct  it.  I  flattered  myself,  however,  that  you  at 
least  would  not  have  tbought  my  other  friends  justified  in 
withholding  from  me  their  services  of  this  kind.  Tou  cer- 
tainly do  not  always  convey  to  me  your  opinions  with  the 
greatest  tenderness  and  management ;  and  yet  I  do  not  re- 
collect, amca  I  first  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance, 
that  there  Vias  been  a  heat  or  a  coolnesB  of  a  single  day's 
duration,  on  my  side,  during  that  whole  time,  I  believe 
your  memory  cannot  present  to  you  an  iastance  of  it.  I  ill 
deserve  friends,  if  I  throw  tbem  away  on  account  of  the  can- 
dour and  simplicity  of  their  good  nature.  In  particular  you 
know,  that  you  have  in  some  instances  favoured  me  with 
your  instructions  relative  to  things  I  was  preparing  for  the 
public.  If  I  did  not  in  every  instance  agree  with  you,  I 
think  you  had,  on  the  whole,  sufficient  proofs  of  my  docility, 
to  make  you  believe  that  I  received  your  corrections,  not 
only  without  offence,  but  with  no  small  degree  of  gratitude. 

Tour  remarks  upon  the  first  two  sheets  of  my  Paris  letter 
rdate  to  the  composition  and  the  matter.  The  composition, 
TOU  8ay,  is  loose,  and  I  am  quite  sure  of  it : — I  never  intended 
it  should  he  otherwise.  For,  purporting  to  he,  what  in  truth 
it  originally  was — a  letter  to  a  friend,  I  had  no  idea  of  di- 
gesting it  in  a  systematic  order.  The  style  is  open  to  cor- 
.  rection,  and  wants  it.  My  natural  style  of  writing  is  some- 
what careless,  and  I  should  be  happy  in  receiving  your  advica 
towards  making  it  aa  little  vicious  as  such  a  style  is  capable 
of  being  made.  The  general  charact-er  and  colour  of  a  style, 
»bicb  grows  out  of  ihe  writer's  peculiar  turn  of  mind  and 


Habit  of  eipreasing  his  thoughts,  must  be  attended  to  in  all 
correction B.  It  ut  not  the  insertion  of  a  piece  of  stuff,  though 
of  a  better  kiud,  wbicli  is  at  all  times  an  improvement. 

Your  main  objections  are,  however,  of  a  much  deeper  na- 
ture, and  go  to  the  pohtical  opinions  and  moral  eentiments 
of  the  piece ;  in  which  I  find,  though  with  no  sort  of  sac- 
priae,  having  often  talked  with  you  on  the  subject, — -that  we 
differ  only  in  eyerything.  Tou  say,  "  the  mieehief  you  are 
going  to  do  yourself  is  to  my  appreiiension  palpable ;  I  snuff 
it  in  the  wiod,  and  my  taste  sickens  at  it."  This  anticipated 
stench,  that  turns  your  stomach  at  such  a,  distance,  must  be 
nauaeouB  indeed.  You  seem  to  think  I  shall  incur  great 
(and  not  whoUy  undeserved)  infamy,  by  this  publication. 
This  makes  it  a  matter  of  some  delicacy  to  me,  to  suppren 
what  I  have  written ;  for  1  must  admit  in  my  own  feelings, 
and  in  that  of  those  who  have  seen  the  piece,  that  my  senti- 
ments and  opinions  deserve  the  infamy  with  which  they  are 
threatened.  If  they  do  not,  I  know  nothing  more  than  that 
I  oppose  the  prejudices  and  inclinations  of  many  people. 
This  I  was  well  aware  of  from  the  beginning  ;  and  it  was  in 
order  to  oppose  those  inclinations  and  prejudices  that  I  pro- 
posed to  publish  my  letter.  I  really  ara  perfectly  astonished 
now  you  could  dream,  with  my  paper  in  your  nand,  that  I 
found  no  other  cause  than  the  beauty  of  the  c[ueen  of  France 
(now,  I  suppose,  pretty  much  faded)  for  disapproving  the 
conduct  which  has  been  held  towards  her,  and  for  eipressing 
my  own  particular  feelings.  I  am  not  to  order  the  naturu 
sympathies  of  my  own  heart,  and  of  every  honest  breast,  to 
wait  until  all  the  jokes  of  all  the  anecdotes  of  the  coffee- 
houses of  Paris,  and  of  the  dissenting  meeting-houses  of  Lon- 
don, are  scoured  of  all  the  slander  of  those  who  calumniate 
persons,  that  afterwards  they  may  murder  them  with  im- 
punity. I  know  nothing  of  your  story  of  Messalina.  Am  I 
obliged  to  prove  juridically  the  virtues  of  all  those  I  shall  see 
suffering  every  kind  of  wrong,  and  contumely,  and  risk  ol 
life,  before  I  endeavour  to  interest  others  in  their  sufferings, 
—and  before  I  endeavour  to  eicite  horror  against  midnight 
assassins  at  back-stairs,  and  their  more  wicked  abettors  in 

Sulpits  P  What !— Are  not  high  rank,  great  splendour  of 
eaeent,  great  personal  elegance  and  outward  accomplish- 
ments, ingredients  of  moment  in  forming  tbti  interest  we  take 
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in  tlie  misfortunes  of  men  ?  The  miflda  of  thcftie  who  do  not 
feel  thus  are  not  even  systematic  ally  right.  "  What's  He- 
cuba to  him,  or  he  to  Hecuba,  that  he  should  weep  for  her  ?  " 
— Why, — becauBe  she  was  Hecuba,  the  queen  of  Troj, — the 
wife  ol  Priam, — and  suffered,  in  the  close  of  life,  a  thousand 
calamities !  I  felt  too  for  Hecuba,  when  I  read  the  fine 
tragedy  of  Euripides  upon  her  story ;  and  I  never  inquired 
into  the  anecdotes  of  the  court  or  city  of  Troy,  before  I  gave 
way  to  the  sentiments  which  the  author  wished  to  inspire ; — 
nor  do  I  remember  that  be  ever  aaid  one  word  of  her  virtue. 
It  is  for  those  who  applaud  or  palliate  assBsaination,  regicide, 
and  base  insult  to  women  of  illustrious  place,  to  prove  the 
crimes  (in'  snlferings)  which  they  allege,  to  justify  their  own. 
But  if  they  have  proved  fornication  on  any  such  woman, — 
taking  themanners  of  the  worid,  and  the  manners  of  France, 
■ — I  shaD  never  put  it  in  a  parallel  with  assassination ! — No ;  I 
have  no  such  inverted  scale  of  faults,  in  my  heart  or  my  bead. 
Toil  find  it  perfectly  ridiculous,  and  unfit  for  me  in  par- 
ticular, to  take  these  things  as  my  ingredients  of  commisera- 
tion. Pray  why  is  it  absurd  in  me  to  think,  that  the  chival- 
rous spirit  which  dictated  a  veneration  for  women  of  condition 
and  of  beauty,  without  any  consideration  whatever  of  enjoy- 
ing them,  was  the  great  source  of  those  manners  which  have 
been  the  pride  and  ornament  of  Europe  for  bo  many  ages  ? 
And  am  I  not  to  lament  that  1  have  lived  to  see  those  man- 
ners extinguished  in  so  shocking  a  manner,  by  means  of 
speculations  of  linance,  and  the  false  science  of  a  sordid  and 
degenerate  philosophy  p  I  tell  you  again, — that  the  recol- 
lection of  the  manner  in  which  I  saw  the  queen  of  France, 
in  the  year  1774,  anil  the  contrast  between  that  brilliancy, 
splendour,  and  beauty,  with  the  prostrate  homage  of  a  nation 
to  her,^^nd  the  abominable  scene  of  1789,  which  I  was  de- 
scribing,— did  draw  tears  from  me  and  wetted  my  paper. 
These  tears  came  again  into  my  eyes,  almost  as  often  as  I 
looked  at  the  description ; — ^they  may  again.  You  do  not 
believe  this  fact,  nor  that  these  are  my  real  feelings ;  but  that 
the  whole  is  affected,  or,  as  you  eipress  it,  downright  foppery. 
My  friend,— I  t«ll  you  it  is  truth  ;  and  that  it  is  true,  and 
will  be  truth,  when  you  and  I  are  no  more  ;  and  will  exist 

'  The  MS.  of  this  lellcr  la  not  tha   orielMl.  and  probablj  Uwre  hex 
been  totae  error  in  copying  ibea»  words 
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M  lung  Its  men  with  tlieir  uaturai  feelings  sliall  exiut.  1 
shall  say  uo  more  on  this  foppery  of  mine.  Oh  !  by  the  way, 
you  08K  me  bow  long  1  have  been  aa  admirer  of  GermsL 
WieB  ?  Always  the  game.  Present  me  the  idea  of  sucb 
ntaasncrea  about  any  German  lady  heri;,  and  such  attempts 
to  oaBaBainate  her,  and  such  a  triumphant  proeeaHJOD  ^m 
Windsor  to  the  Old  Jewry,  and  I  assure  jou,  I  aholl  be  quite 
as  full  of  natural  concern  and  juat  iodignation. 

As  to  the  other  points,  they  deserve  serions  consideration, 
and  they  shall  have  it.  1  certainly  cannot  profit  quite  so 
much  by  yo  ur  assiataace  as  if  we  agreed.  In  that  case,  every 
correction  would  be  forwarding  the  design.  We  should  work 
with  one  common  view.  But  it  is  impossible  that  any  man 
can  correct  a  work  according  to  its  true  spirit,  who  is  apposed 
to  ita  object,  or  can  help  the  expression  of  what  he  thinks 
should  not  he  expressed  at  all. 

I  should  agree  with  you  about  the  vilenesa  of  the  contro- 
versy with  such  miscreants  as  the  "  Revolution  Society  "  and 
the  "  National  Assembly ;"  and  1  know  very  well  that  they, 
as  well  as  their  allies,  the  Indian  delinquents,  will  darken  the 
air  with  their  arrows.  But  I  do  not  yet  think  they  have  the 
advowson  of  reputation.  I  shall  try  that  point.  My  dear 
sir,  you  think  of  nothing  but  controversies ;  "  I  challenge 
into  the  field  of  battle,  and  retire  defeated,  &e."  If  their 
having  the  lost  word  be  a  defeat,  they  most  assuredly  will 
defeat  me.  But  I  iuteud  no  controversy  with  Dr.  Price,  or 
Lord  Shelburue,  or  any  other  of  their  set.  I  mean  to  set  iu 
full  view  the  danger  from  their  wicked  principles  and  their 
black  hearts.  I  intend  to  state  the  true  principles  of  our 
constitution  in  church  and  state,  upon  grounds  opposite  to 
theirs.  If  any  one  be  ihe  better  for  the  example  made  of 
them,  and  for  this  exposition,  well  and  good.  I  mean  to  do 
my  best  to  expose  them  to  the  hatred,  ridicule,  and  contempt 
of  the  whole  world ;  as  I  always  shall  expose  such  calumm- 
ators,  hypocrites,  sowers  of  sedition,  and  approvers  of  murder 
and  all  its  triumphs.  When  I  have  done  that,  they  may  hare 
the  field  to  themselves ;  and  I  care  very  little  how  they  tri- 
umpn  over  me,  since  I  hope  they  will  not  be  able  to  draw 
me  at  their  heels,  and  carry  my  head  in  triumph  on  their 
poles. 

I  have  been  interrupted,  and  have  said  enough.     Ajlieul 
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believe  me  always  sensible  of  jour  friendship  ;  though  it  ib 
imposeible  that  a  greot«r  difference  can  eiiat  on  earth  tlian, 
unfortunately  for  me,  there  la  on  tbose  subjeetB,  between 
your  sentiments  and  mine. 

Edm.  Bueee. 


TO  CAPTAIK  woohfokdJ 


I 


Sib,  Duke  Street,  St.  James's,  'February  lltb,  179L 

I  muat  beg  your  favourable  interpretation  of  mj  long 
silence.  I  hare  really  been  engaged  in  business  which  baa 
occupied  my  whole  mind,  and  made  me  Bomewbst  negligent 
in  tne  attentions  ■which  are  most  justly  due  from  me. 
Amongst  these  I  must  reckon  what  I  owe  to  you,  for  your  ■ 
communication  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Abb<  Maury,  and 
for  the  Tery  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have 
made  that  communication. 

I  have  tc  thank  you  for  the  excellent  speeches  of  the 
Abbi,  which,  until  your  goodnesa  furnished  me  with  them, 
I  had  never  rend.  I  bad  never  before  seen  anything  of  his, 
which  could  furnish  a  proper  idea  of  his  manner  of  treating 
a  subject.  I  had  seen  him  only  in  detached  pieces ;  and 
sometimes,  I  apprehend,  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  his  enemies.  Even  in  that  form,  I  thought  I 
perceived  the  traces  of  a  superior  mind.  The  pieces  which 
you  have  been  so  kind  to  put  in  my  hands  have  more  than 
justified  the  ideas  I  had  formed  of  him  from  reputation.  I 
find  there  a  bold,  manly,  commanding,  haughty  tone  of  elo- 
quence, free  and  rapid,  and  full  of  resources ;  but  admiring 
as  I  do  his  eloquence,  I  admire  much  more  hia  unwearied 
perseverance,  his  invincible  constancy,  his  firm  intrepidity, 
nis  undaunted  courage,  and  his  noble  defiance  of  vulgar 
opinion  and  popular  clamour.  These  are  real  foundations  of 
glory.  Whenever  he  shall  get  rid  of  the  dangers  of  his  in- 
violability,  and  shall  wish  to  relax  in  the  ease  and  free  inter- 
course of  this  land  of  slavery  (in  which  he  baa  nothing  to 
dread  from  a  committee  of  researches,  or  the  excellent  Inwii 
H    of  lete-nation),  he  shall,  with  a  very  sincere  and  open  teor^  h 

L  Kceive  from  me  the  aecolade  chevaleresque,  which  ne  condu*^^^^^H 

^L      '  Captun  Wuudford,  probably,  had  lately  just  returned  froir.  Taii*.    ^^^^H 
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BCeads  to  dpsire  ;  for  he  has  acquitted  himaelf  en  preuz  eke- 
valutr,  and  na  a  valiant  thampion  in  the  cause  of  hom 
virtue,  and  nohle  Beutiments, — in  the  cause  of  hia  king  i 
his  country, — in  the  cause  of  law,  religion,  and  liberty.  Be 
pleased  only  to  express  my  sorrow,  that  the  mediocrity  of  my 
situtitioQ,  and  the  very  bad  French  which  I  speak,  will  neither 
of  them  suffer  me  to  entertain  him  with  the  distinction  I  should 
wish  to  show  him.  I  will  do  the  beat  I  can.  I  have  had  the 
Count  de  Mirabeau  in  my  house ;  will  he  submit  afterwards 
/  to  enter  under  the  same  roof  F  I  will  have  it  purified  and 
/  expiated,  and  I  shall  look  into  the  best  formulas  from  the 
f  time  of  Homer  downwards,  for  that  purpose.  I  will  do 
everything  but  imital*  the  Spaniard,  who  burned  his  house 
because  the  Connetable  de  Bourbon  had  heeu  lodged  in  it. 
That  ceremony  is  too  expensive  for  my  finances.  Anything 
else  I  shall  readily  submit  to  for  its  purification  ;  for  I  am 
extremely  superstitioug,  and  think  his  coming  into  it  was  of  i 
evil  augury;  worse,  a  great  deal,  than  the  crows,  which  the  | 
Abbe  will  find  contintujly  flying  about  me.  It  is  his  having 
been  in  so  many  prisons  in  ii^'rance  that  has  proved  so  omin- 
ous to  them  all.  Let  the  Hall  of  the  National  Assembly 
look  to  itself,  and  take  means  of  averting  the  same  ill  aus- 
pices that  threaten  it.  They  are  a  fine  nation  that  send  their 
monarchs  to  prison,  and  take  their  successors  from  the  jails ! 
The  birth  of  such  monsters  has  made  me  as  superstitious  as 
Livy.  A  friend  of  mine,  just  come  from  Paris,  tells  me  he 
was  present  when  the  Count  de  Mirabeau — I  beg  his  par- 
don,—M>.  Eicquetti,'  thought  proper  to  entertain  the  assem- 
bly with  his  opinion  of  me.  I  only  answer  him  by  Peterring 
him  to  the  world's  opinion  of  him.  1  have  the  happinesa 
not  to  bo  disapproved  by  my  sovereign.  I  can  bear  the 
frowns  of  Eicquetti  the  First,  who  ia  theirs.  I  am  safe  under 
the  British  laws.  I  do  n't  intend  to  put  myself  in  the  way 
of  bis  inquisition,  or  of  his  lanteme;  which  I  consider  as 
much  more  dangerous  to  honest  men,  though  not  to  him, 
than  the  Bastile  was  formerly.  If  I  were  to  go  to  France,  I 
should  think  the  government  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  much 
i  iavourahle  to  liberty  than  that  of  their  present  king, 
Eicquetti  the  First.  In  one  thmg,  indeed,  I  find  hiiii. 
name  cf  Mirabeau,  uid  wliicL  d 
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though  he  was  a  bad  Buhject,  to  me  at  least  a  kind  eovereign  ; 
iince,  in  speaking  of  mc,  he  haa  done  it  in  tlie  only  way 
which  could  contribute  either  to  raj  aatisfaetion  or  reputa-  \ 
tion.  To  be  the  subject  of  M.  Eicquetti'a  iuvectivea  and  of  j 
Abbi  Maury's  approbation  at  the  same  time,  is  an  honour  to 
which  little  can  be  added.  Mirabeau,  in  hia  jail,  would  be* 
an  object  of  my  pity ;  on  his  throne  (which,  by  the  sport  ot 
fortune,  may  be  the  reward  of  what  com monly  leads  to  what 
I  do  n't  choose  to  name)  be  is  the  object  of  my  disdain. 
Tor  vice  is  never  so  odious,  and  to  rational  eyes  never  so 
fiontemptible,  as  when  it  usurps  and  disgraces  the  natural 
!  of  virtue ;  and  virtue  is  never  more  amiable  to  all  who 
a  true  taste  for  beauty,  than  when  she  is  naked,  and 
^— :pped  of  all  the  borrowed  ornaments  of  fortune.  Mons. 
Caaalea  and  Abbe  Maury  have  derived  advantages  to  their 
fame  from  their  disasters,  which  they  never  could  have  bad 
from  the  most  prosperous  event  of  their  conflicts ;  which, 
however,  I  wish  may  come  in  the  end,  not  for  their  own 
Bakes,  but  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ac. 
Edm.  Bubkz. 

to  lobd  gbenttllk. 

Beconsfield,  August  18th,  1792. 
I  BO  not  know  whether  I  can  perfectly  justify  myself 
in  venturing  to  trouble  your  lordship,  in  my  imperfect  atat-e 
of  knowledge,  with  any  suggestions  of  mine.  But  I  trust, 
that  however  weak  you  may  find  my  notions,  you  will  believe 
that  they  are  formed  with  general  good  intentions,  and  that 
they  are  laid  before  you  with  all  possible  respect  to  yourself 
and  to  your  coUeaguea,  and  with  real  good  wishes  for  what- 
ever may  contribute  to  your  reputation  in  the  conduct  of  the 
king's  business. 

The  late  shocking,  though  long  expected,  event  at  Paria, 
baa  tendered,  in  my  opinion,  every  step  that  shall  be  taken 
with  regard  to  France,  at  this  conjuncture,  extremely  de- 

L  The  part  of  a  neutral  power  is,  in  itself,  delicate ;  but  par- 
I  ticularly  ao  in  a  case  in  which  it  is  impossible  t\t  suppoae 
K  tibat,  in  this  neutrality,  there  abould  not  be  aom;  lurking 
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me,"  would  be  plainly  to  call  upon  them  to  proceed  to  any 
lengtliB  their  wickedness  might  tarry  them. 

It  is  a  great  doubt  with  me,  whether  a  declaration  tothia 
new  power,  a  creature  almost  literally  of  yesterday,  and  a 
creature  of  treasonable  and  murderoua  riot  of  the  lowest 
people  in  one  city,  is  not  a  substantial  breach  of  the  neutral- 
ity  promised  to  the  power  to  whom  originally  the  neutrality 
wsH  assured,  on  the  interposition  oiforewn  powers ;  namely ,to 
the  moat  Christian  king.  To  take  the  nrat  opportunity,  with 
the  most  extraordinary  haste,  to  remove  all  feara  from  the 
minds  of  his  assassins,  is  tantamount  to  taking  a  part  against 
him.  Much  I  fear,  that  though  nothing  could  be  more  re- 
mote from  the  intention  of  this  court,  yet  if  such  a  de- 
claration were  made,  aud  if  the  act  of  atrocity  apprehended 
should  actually  take  place,  we  shall  be  considered  as  ready 
accomplices  in  it,  and  a  sort  of  aceessariex  hefore  the  foot; 
particularly  when  no  declaration  on  the  part  of  our  court  has 
been  called  for  by  the  new  power,  and  that,  aa  yet,  they 
have  no  minister  at  this  court.  If  the  step  of  the  recall  of 
our  minister  (supposing  such  a  step  in  contemplation)  should 

Siroduce  any  fears  in  them,  I  see  no  use  in  removing  those 
ears.  On  our  part,  the  navy  of  France  is  not  so  formidable 
that  I  think  we  have  any  just  ground  of  apprehension  that 
she  will  make  war  upon  us.  It  is  not  the  enmity,  but  the 
friendship  of  France  that  is  truly  terrible.  Her  intercourse, 
her  example,  the  spread  of  her  doctrines,  are  the  most  dread- 
ful of  her  arms. 

I  do  not  see  what  a  nation  loses  in  reputation  or  in  safety, 
by  keeping  its  conduct  in  its  ohti  power.  I  think  such  a 
state  of  freedom  in  the  use  of  a  moral  and  political  reserve 
in  such  unheard-of  circumstances  can  be  well  justified  to 
any  sovereign  abroad,  or  to  any  person  or  party  at  home.  I 
perceive  that  much  pains  are  taken  by  the  Jacobins  of  Eng- 
land to  propagate  a  notion,  that  one  state  has  not  a  right  to 
interfere  according  to  its  discretion  in  the  interior  affairs  o( 
another.  This  strange  notion  can  only  be  supported  by  a 
confusion  of  ideas,  and  by  not  distinguishing  the  case  of  re- 
bellion and  sedition  in  a  neighbouring  country,  and  taking  a 
part  in  the  divisions  of  a  country  when  they  do  prevail,  and 
are  actually  fonncd.  In  the  first  case  there  is  undoubtedly 
more  difficulty  than  in  the  second,  in  which  there  is  islearijr 
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ko  difficulty  at  all.  To  interfere  in  such  diesensions  requires 
great  prudence  and  circumspection,  and  a  serious  attention 
10  justice,  and  to  the  policy  of  one's  own  country,  aa  well  as 
to  that  of  Europe.  But  an  ahsti-act  principle  of  public  law, 
forbidding  such  interference,  is  not  supported  by  the  reason 
of  that  law,  nor  hy  the  authorities  on  the  subject,  nor  by  the 
practice  of  this  kingdom,  nor  by  that  of  any  cirilized  nation 
m  the  world.  This  nation  owea  its  laws  and  liberties,  his 
Majesty  owes  the  throne  on  which  he  sits,  to  the  contrary 
principle.  The  aevera!  treaties  of  guarantee  to  the  Protest- 
ant succession,  more  than  once  reclaimed,  afBrm  the  principle 
of  interference,  which  in  a  manner  forms  the  basis  of  the 
public  law  in  Europe.  A  more  mischievous  idea  cannot  ex- 
iBt,  than  that  any  degree  of  wickedness,  violence,  and  op- 
pression may  prevail  in  a  country,  that  the  most  abomin- 
able, murderous,  and  exterminating  rebellious  may  rage  in 
it,  or  the  most  atrocioua  and  bloody  tjTanny  may  domineer, 
end  that  no  neighbouring  power  can  take  cognizance  of  either, 
or  afford  succour  to  the  miserable  sufferers. 

I  trust  your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse 
[ifte  freedom  taken  by  an  old  member  of  parliament.  The 
Itabita  of  the  House  of  Commons  teach  a  liberty,  perhaps 
improper,  with  regard  to  office.  But  be  assured,  there  iB 
QOthing  in  mine  that  has  the  smallest  mixture  of  hostility  ; 
and  it  will,  I  trust,  appear  that  my  motives  are  candid  and 
friendly,  if  ever  this  affair  should  come  into  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  1  should  feel  myself  called  on  to 
deliver  my  opinions.  If  I  were,  aa  formerly  I  have  been,  in 
systematic  opposition  (most  assuredly  I  am  not  so  now),  I 
nad  much  rather,  according  to  my  practice  in  more  instances 
than  one,  respectfully  to  state  a  doubt  to  ministers  whilst  a 
meaHure  is  depending,  than  to  reproach  them  afterwards  with 
its  consequences  in  my  place.  Wbat  I  write  will,  I  hope,  at 
worst,  be  thought  the  intniaion  of  an  importunate  friend.  I 
am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  faction  of  the  English  Ja- 
cobins, though  a  little  under  a  cloud  for  the  present,  is 
neither  destroyed  nor  disheartened.  The  fire  is  still  alive 
under  the  ashes.  Every  encouragement,  direct  or  indirect, 
given  to  tbeir  brethren  in  France  stirs  and  animates  the 
embers.  So  sure  as  we  have  an  existence,  if  these  things 
■hould  go  on  in  Trance,  as  go  ou  they  may,  so  sure  it  u  that 


482  LETTXH8. 

in  the  ripencBs  of  their  time,  the  same  tragedies  will  he  acted 
in  EngUud.  Carra,  and  Condorc'et,  and  Santerre,  and 
Maouel,  and  Petjon,  and  their  brethren  the  PriestlejB,  the 
Coopers,  and  the  "Watts — the  deputies  of  the  body  of  the 
dissenters  and  others  at  Manchester,  who  embraced  Carra  in 
the  midst  of  the  Jacobin  club  ; — the  revolution-society  that 
received  Petion  in  London ; — the  irhole  race  of  the  affilieifd, 
who  are  numerous  aod  powerful,  whose  principles,  diaposi- 
tioDB,  and  wishes  are  the  very  same,  are  aa  closely  connected 
as  ever  ;  and  they  do  not  fail  to  mark  and  to  use  everything 
that  ehnns  a  remisgness,  or  any  equivocal  appearance,  in  go- 
vernment, to  their  advantage.  I  conceive  that  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  is  aa  much  lighting  the  battle  of  the  crown  of 
England  aa  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  at  Culloden.  I 
conceive  that  any  unnecessary  declarations  on  our  part  will 
be  to  him,  and  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  put  a  bound  to 
the  empire  of  anarchy  and  assassination,  a  signal  discourage- 
ment. The  cause  of  my  dread,  and  perhaps  over-ofiScioua, 
nnsiety  at  this  time,  has  arisen  from  what  (you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  pardon  me)  I  thought  rather  too  much  readi- 
nett  to  declare  on  other  occoiifmg.  Perhaps  T  talk  of  a  thiop 
3ot  at  all  in  contemplation.  If  no  thoughts  of  the  kind 
have  been  entertained,  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider this  aa  waste  paper.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  but  as  a  hint  to 
yourself,  and  requires  no  answer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Edm.  Bukke. 


TO  MRB.  CltEWE." 

Mr  DEAR  Madam,  No  date.  Probably  the  end  of  1794. 
Mra.  Burke  has  shown  me  what  you  have  written 
about  the  conversations  which  came  to  your  ears  relative  to 
the  allowance  which  the  committee  makes  to  the  French 
clergy.  To  be  sure,  those  who  go  about  begging  must  ex- 
pect to  hear,  and  they  ought  patiently  to  bear,  a  great  many 
churlish  things.  One  object  to  many  people,  either  in  giving 
or  refusinE.  is  *o  exercise  a  sort  of  power. '  It  is  a  sort  of 

'  Wife  of  John  Crewe,  Esq.,  Duny  yeara  M.  P.  for  Cheshire,  and 
raised  to  the  peerage  in  1806.  Her  portrait  was  painfed  by  Sir  Joibu 
BernoldB,  and  will  be  fnund  in  the  2nd  vol.  of  his  engraved  Works. 


e  of  their  beneTolence,  to  let  tbem  indulge  them- 
1  a  sort  of  douiinion.  I  reully  am  in  doubt  whether 
s  any  purpoae  to  give  to  many  of  thia  doscriplion 
any  answer  ;  for  what  they  say  ia  not  from  doubt  that  aims 
at  being  aatiafied.but  from  sheer  ill-nature  and  perveraenesB, 
and  to  prevent  other  people  from  doing  the  good  which  they 
are  unwilling  to  do  tlieraaelveB.  Who  told  them  that  Mr. 
"Wilniot  and  hia  committee  allow  a  fartbing  more  than  ia  ab- 
solutely necessary  ?  Wbo  told  them  that  they  who  live  in 
Loudon  are  not  the  best  judges  of  what  will  maintain  a  man 
there  ?  Wbo  told  them  that  these  unfortunate  yictimB  of 
our  common  cause  live  in  luxury  F  Who  told  them  that  it 
ia  not  more  difficult  for  them  to  be  persuaded  to  receive  the 
moat  scanty  measure  of  their  neceasitiea,  than  to  persuade 
the  committee  to  give  it  ?  We  know  that  the  charity  of 
many  people  ia  so  closely  connected  with  the  idea  of  sturdy 
beggars,  vagrants,  and  thievca,  that  they  can  hardly  separate 
I'rom  them  the  objecta  of  benevolence  in  their  own  minds. 
The  firat  process  in  their  scheme  of  humanity  ia  the  hatred 
and  contempt  of  those  who  are  to  profit  by  it.  In  their  idea 
of  relief,  there  is  always  included  aometiiing  of  puciahment. 
But  we  must  paas  them.  I  trust  that  many  will  be  stiil 
found  of  a  pure  and  uumiied  good-natnre,  wbich  many  have 
shown,  and  which  you  show  abundantly.  .Wl"^*  is  enough  f 
It  is  a  word  of  large  import  vrith  regard  to  ourselves, — very 
limited  with  regard  to  others.  However,  if  there  be  any 
benevolent  people  that  are  entangled  with  these  objections, 
you  will  bid  them  consider  what  a  footman's  board  wages  ia 
in  London,  who  has  bis  master's  house  to  lodge  in,  and  has 
his  firing,  and  candle-light,  and  clothing  found.  To  be  sure 
if  we  could  collect  the  whole  into  one  house,  as  is  the  caae 
of  about  600  that  are  collected  at  Winchester,  they  might 
be  in  liondon,  as  these  are  at  Winchester,  maintamed  for 
less  money.  But  to  hnild  and  furnish  a  house  in  London, 
capable  ol  containing  1500,  or  indeed  half  the  number,  would 
eibaust  more  money  than  we  have.  The  same  objection 
would  he  to  the  hiring  and  furnishing  of  several  houses.  It 
was  on  full  consideration  that  the  committee  tised  this  allow 
ance.  At  first  it  was  not  sufficient,  and  on  a  calculatioi' 
which  I  myself  presented  to  the  committee,  it  was  raised  lo 
tUirteen  shillings;  hut  aa  these  worthy  and  dieeontenled ^vif 
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pie  began  to  koow  a  little  better  the  ways  of  the  town,  and 
in  what  matmei"  they  might  pack  four  or  five  together  in  a 
miBCrable  room,  in  which  they  might  cook  their  victuals  in 
common,  tliey  themaelrea  proposed  the  reduction.  How 
they  made  it  answer,  I  know  not ;  but  I  am  sure  that,  in 
London,  the  committee,  if  they  undertook  the  matter,  could 
uot  maintain  them  at  a  much  lai^er  price.  As  to  clothing, 
except  for  a  few,  who  were  at  first  in  a  manner  stripped 
naked,  no  provision  has  been  made.  The  manner  of  hving 
of  common  soldiers  is  in  the  eye  of  these  objectors;  but  they 
I'orget  that,  in  quarters,  the  inn-keepers  are  obliged  to  find 
for  the  soldiers  lodging,  fire,  candle-light,  small-beer,  salt, 
and  vinegar,  gratis.  These  are  large  helps.  Then  the  eco- 
nomical disciplioo  of  the  army  is  itself  a  help,  which  in  no 
part  of  ciWl  life  can  be  bad.  Some  of  the  clergy  cut  off  two 
or  three  of  their  scanty  meals  in  a  week  to  clothe  themaelvea. 
At  Winchester,  Lady  Kockinghara  has  given  600  flannel 
waistc-oata,  besides  furnishing  something  towards  the  em- 
ployment of  those  who  can  earn  something  by  trades.  The 
people  at  large,  and  individuals,  have  done  much.  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  tired  of  doing  good  to  these  refugees,  m 
whom  they  may  contemplate  at  their  ease  what  their  own 
situation  would  infallibly  have  been,  had  our  English  Jaco- 
bins succeeded ;  with  this  unhappy  difference  against  ns, 
that  the  French  Jacobins  would  not  have  left  us  u  place  of 
retreat.  Adieu  !  my  dear  madam,  God  bless  you,  and  give 
success  to  your  design  ! 

Tours  ever. 


Hannah  More,  by  all  r 


There  is  a  book  published 


3  persecution  which  has  appeared ;  I  believe  perfectly  to 
be  depended  upon.  Matters  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
which  convince  me  that  he  falls  short  rather  than  exceeds. 
It  is  caUed  "  Histoire  du  Clerge  pendant  la  Eovolution  Fran- 
foise."  Tour  bookseller  can  get  it.  William  Burke  has 
taken  to  town  Brissot's  book.  Cazal^s  presents  his  devoirs. 
I  pity,  from  my  soul,  those  French,  who  neither  know  how 
to  rejoice  or  to  be  afflicted  at  any  good  news  on  our  part 
The  OMt  wishea  of  oil  here  to  Mr.  Crewe. 
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TO   BET.   SB.   HUaSEY.  ^^H 

.,11  ^^j^a.  Sib,  Beconsfield,  May  18,  1795.  * 

I  do  n't  know  exactly  why  I  am  so  unwilling  to 
write  by  the  post,  I  have  little  to  say  that  might  not  be 
known  to  the  world;  at  the  same  time,  there  is  Bomething 
unpleasant  in  talking  the  confidential  lang^uage  of  friendship 
in  the  public  theatre.  It  is  Btill  worse  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  any  one  to  make  unfaithful  representations  of  it,  or 
to  make  it  the  subject  of  malicious  commentH.  I  thank  you 
for  your  letter;  it  is  full  of  that  good  sense  and  good  tem- 
per, as  well  as  of  that  fortitude,  which  are  natural  to  you. 
Since  persons  of  so  luueh  greater  authority  than  I  am,  and  of 
BO  much  better  judgment,  are  of  opinion  you  ought  to  stay, 
it  was  clearly  right  Cor  you  to  remain  at  all  risks.  Indeed, 
if  it  could  be  done  with  tolerable  safety,  I  wished  you  to 
■watch  over  the  cradle  of  thoae  seminaries,  on  which  the  fu- 
ture weal  or  woe  of  Ireland  eaaentially  depends.  For  you,  I 
dread  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  Drogheda.  For  the  coun- 
try, if  some  proper  mode  of  education  is  not  adopted,  1  trem- 
ble for  the  spread  of  atheism  amongst  the  Catholics.  I  do 
not  like  the  style  of  the  meeting '  in  Fmncia  Street.  The 
tone  was  wholly  Jacobinical,  In  parliament,  the  language  of 
your  firiends  (one  only  excepted)  was  what  it  ought  to  be. 
But  that  one  speech,  though  full  of  fire  and  animation,  was 
not  warmed  with  the  fire  of  beayen.  I  am  sorry  for  it.  I 
have  seen  that  gentleman  but  once.  He  is  certainly  a  man 
of  parts ;  but  one  who  has  dealt  too  much  in  the  philosophy 
of  France,  Justice,  prudence,  tenderness,  moderation,  and 
Chriatian  charity,  ought  to  become  the  measures  of  tolerance; 
and  not  a  cold  apathy,  or,  indeed,  rather  a  savage  hatred,  to 
all  religion,  and  an  avowed  contempt  of  all  those  points  on 
which  we  differ,  and  on  those  about  which  we  agree.  If  what 
was  said  in  Francis  Street  was  in  the  first  heat,  it  might  be 
excused.  They  were  given  to  understand  that  a  change  of 
administration,  short  only  of  a  revolution  in  violence,  was 
made,  only  on  account  of  a  disposition  in  a  Lord-Lieutenant 
to  favour  Catholics.  Many  provoking  circumstanceB  attend- 
ed the  business ;  not  the  least  of  them  was,  that  they  saw 
themselves  delivered   over  to  their  enemies,  on  no  other 

_  ■   The  assembly  of  the   Roman  Calholics   held  AprU   Sib,    1795,  iiL 
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kppftrent  groond  of  merit  than  that  they  were  Bueh.  All 
this  is  very  true ;  but  under  every  provocation  they  ought 
not  to  he  irritated  by  their  enemies  out  of  their  princi- 
plea  and  out  of  their  aenaea.  The  language  of  the  day 
went  plainly  to  a  separation  of  the  two  kingdoms.  God  for- 
bid that  anything  like  it  should  ever  happen !  They  would 
both  be  ruined  by  it ;  but  Ireland  would  suffer  most  and  first, 
The  thing,  however,  is  impoBaible.  Those  who  ahould  attempt 
that  improbability  would  he  undone.  If  ever  the  arma,  which, 
indirectly,  these  orators  seem  to  menace,  were  to  be  taken 
up,  Burely  the  threat  of  such  a  meaaure  ia  not  wise,  aa  it 
could  add  nothing  to  their  strength,  but  would  give  every 
poaaible  advantage  to  their  enemies.  It  is  a  foolish  language, 
adopted  from  the  united  Irishmen,  that  their  grievances  ori- 
ginate from  England,  The  direct  contrary.  It  is  an  as- 
cendancy which  some  of  their  own  factions  have  obtained 
here,  that  baa  hurt  the  CathoUcs  vrith  this  government.  It 
ia  not  aa  an  English  government  that  ministers  act  in  that 
manner,  but  aa  asaisting  a  party  in  Ireland.  When  they  talk 
of  diaaolving  themaelves  aa  a  Catholic  body,  and  miiiog  their 
grievances  with  those  of  their  country,  all  I  have  to  say  is, 
that  they  lose  their  own  importance  as  a  body  by  this  araal- 
giunation ;  and  they  sink  real  matters  of  complaint  in  those 
wliioh  are  factious  and  imaginary.  For  in  the  name  of  God, 
what  grievance  has  Ireland,  as  Ireland,  to  compliun  of  with 
regard  to  Great  Britain ;  unless  the  protection  of  thu  moat 
powerful  country  npon  earth, — giving  all  her  privileges,  with- 
out eiception,  in  common  to  Ireland,  and  reserving  to  herself 
only  the  painful  preeminence  of  ten-fold  burthens,  be  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint.  The  aubject,  aa  a  subject,  is  as  free  ia  Ire- 
land aa  he  is  in  England.  As  a  member  of  the  empire,  au 
Irishman  has  every  privilege  of  a  natural-bom  Englishman, 
in  every  part  of  it,  in  every  occupation,  and  in  every  branch 
of  commerce.  No  monopoly  is  established  against  him  any- 
where ;  and  the  great  staple  manufacture  ot  Ireland  ia  not 
only  not  prohibited,  not  only  not  discouraged,  but  it  is  privi- 
leged in  a  manner  that  has  no  eiajuple.  The  provision  trade 
ia  the  same  ;  nor  does  Ireland,  on  her  part,  take  a  single  ar- 
ticle from  England,  but  what  she  baa  with  more  advantage 
than  she  could  have  it  irom  any  nation  upon  earth.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  immcnae  aisantage  ahe  derives  from  tiie  use 
of  the  English  capta\.    Ih^jXibS.  cqxbiU-j  M^-i  earth  is  iL 


tfaat  a  quantity  of  linens,  the  momeot  tLey  are  lodged  in 
varohouae,  and  before  the  sale,  would  entitle  the  Lrish  mer- 
tiQant  or  manufacturer  to  draw  biUa  on  tbe  terms,  and  at  the 
time,  in  whieb  this  is  done  by  tbewarebnuHeManon  London? 
Ireland  therefore,  as  Ireland,  whether  it  be  taken  civilly, 
constitutionally,  or  commerciallv,  Buffers  no  grievance.  The 
Catholics,  as  Catholics,  do ;  an<i  what  can  be  got  by  joining 
their  real  complaint  to  a  complaint  which  is  fictitious,  but  to 
make  the  whole  pass  for  fiction  and  groundless  pretence  ?  I 
am  not  a  man  for  eonatruing  with  too  much  rigour  the  ei- 
pressions  of  men  under  a  sense  of  ill-usage.  I  know  that 
much  ia  to  be  given  to  passion ;  and  I  hope  I  am  more  dis- 
posed to  accuse  the  person  who  provokes  another  to  anger, 
than  the  person  who  gives  way  to  natural  feelings  in  hot  lan- 
guage. If  this  be  all,  it  is  no  ^eat  matter ;  but,  if  anger 
only  brings  out  a  plan  that  was  before  meditated,  and  laid  up 
in  the  mind,  the  thing  ia  more  serious.  The  tenor  of  the 
speeches  la  Francis  Street,  attacking  the  idea  of  an  incor- 
porating union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  espreased  princi- 
ples that  went  the  full  length  of  a  separation,  acid  of  a  dia- 
Bolution  of  that  union,  which  arises  from  their  being  under 
the  same  crowu.  That  Irehmd  would,  in  that  ease,  comt-  to 
make  a  figure  amongst  the  nations,  is  an  idea  which  has  more 
of  the  ambition  of  individuals  in  it,  than  of  a  sober  regard  to 
the  happiness  of  a  whole  people.  But  if  a  people  were  to 
sacrifice  solid  quiet  to  empty  glory,  as  on  some  occasions  they 
hare  done ;  under  the  circumstances  of  Ireland,  she,  most  ae- 
BUredly,  never  would  obtain  that  independent  glory,  but 
would  certainly  lose  all  her  tranquillity,  all  her  prosperity, 
and  even  thatdegree  of  lustre  which  she  has,  by  the  very  free 
and  very  honourable  connexion  she  enjoys  with  a  nation  tbe 
most  splendid  and  the  most  powerful  upon  earth.  Ireland, 
ctmstilulionalli/,  is  independent ;  polilicallff,  she  never  can  be 
HO.  It  is  a  struggle  against  nature.  She  must  be  protected, 
and  there  is  no  protection  to  be  found  for  her,  but  either  Iron 
France  or  England.  France,  even  if  (under  any  form  she 
may  assume)  she  were  disposed  to  give  the  same  liberal  and 
honourable  protection  to  Ireland,  has  not  the  means,  of  either 
serving  or  hurting  her,  that  are  in  the  bauds  of  Oreat  Bri- 
\aln.  She  might  make  Ireland  (supposing  that  kind  of  inde- 
pendence could  be  maintained,  which  for  a  year  I  am  certain 
-  It  could  not)  a  dreadful  thorn  in  the  side  of  this  kingdoir  • 
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but  Ireland  would  dearly  buy  that  iimiignaiit  and  isfeniil 

Batisfaction,  by  a  dependence  upon  a  power,  either  despotii^ 
as  formerly,  or  auarphical,  as  at  present.  We  see,  well  enough, 
the  kind  of  liberty  which  she  either  enjoys  herself,  or  is  will- 
ing to  bestow  on  others.  This  I  say  with  regard  to  the 
scheme  of  those  who  call  themselves  Unit«d  Irishmen ;  that 
is  to  say,  of  those  who,  without  any  regard  to  religion,  club  all 
kinds  of  discontents  together,  in  order  to  produce  all  kinds 
of  disorders.  But  to  speak  to  Catholics  as  such,  it  is  plain 
that  whatever  security  they  enjoy  for  their  religion,  as  well 
as  for  the  m»ny  solid  advantages  which,  even  under  the  pre* 
Bent  restrietionH,  they  are  entitled  to,  depends  wholly  upon 
their  connexion  with  this  kingdom.  France  is  an  enemy  to 
all  religion;  but  eminently,  and  with  a  peculiar  malignity, 
AD.  enemy  to  the  Catholic  religion,  which  they  mean,  if  they 
can,  to  extirpate  throughout  the  globe.  It  is  something  per- 
verse, and  even  unnatural,  for  Catholics  to  hear  even  the 
sound  of  a  eonneiion  with  France  ;  unless,  under  the  colour 
and  pretext  of  a  religious  description,  they  should,  as  some 
have  done  in  this  country,  form  themselves  into  a  mischiev- 
ous political  faction.  Catholics,  as  things  now  stand,  have 
aU  the  splendid  abUities,  and  much  of  the  independent  pro- 
perty, in  parliament  in  their  favour,  and  every  Protestant 
(I  believe  with  very  few  exceptions)  who  is  really  a  Chris- 
tian. Should  they  alienate  these  men  from  their  cause,  their 
choice  is  amongst  those,  who,  indeed,  may  have  ability,  but 
not  wisdom  or  temper  in  proportion  ;  and  whose  very  ability 
is  not  equal,  either  in  strengtb  or  exercise,  to  that  which  they 
lose.  They  will  have  to  choose  men  of  desperate  property, 
or  of  no  property ;  and  men  of  no  religious  and  no  moral 
principle.  Without  a  Protestant  connexion  of  some  kind  or 
other,  they  cannot  go  on ;  and  here  are  the  two  sorts  of  de- 
scriptions of  Protestants  between  whom  they  hare  an  option 
to  make.  In  this  state  of  things,  their  situation,  I  allow,  is 
difficult  and  delicate.  If  the  better  part  lies  by  in  a  sullen 
silence,  they  still  cannot  hinder  the  more  factious  part  both 
from  speaking  and  from  writing;  and  the  sentiments  of  those 
who  are  silent  wiD  be  judged  by  the  effiisions  of  the  people, 
who  do  not  wish  to  conceal  thoughts  that  the  sober  part  of 
mankind  will  not  approve.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  better 
and  more  temperate  part  come  forward  to  disclaim  the  others, 
tbey  instantly  make  a  \)tea*Ai  \a  ttcir  own  party,  of  which  b 


malignant  eii*,iny  will  take  advantage  to  crush  them  all.  Tbey 
will  praiae  the  sober  part,  but  thej  will  grant  them  nothing 
they  shaU  desire ;  nay,  they  will  make  use  of  their  aubniisaion 
as  a  proof  that  sober  men  are  perfectly  satisfied  in  remaining 
prostrate  under  their  oppressive  hands.  These  are  dreadful 
dilemmas ;  and  they  are  such  as  ever  will  arise,  when  men  in 
power  are  possessed  with  a  crafty  malignant  disposition,  with- 
out any  real  wisdom  or  enlarged  policy. 

However,  as,  in  every  ease  of  difficulty,  there  is  a  better  wa] 
of  proceeding  and  a  worse,  and  that  some  medium  may  m 
found  between  an  abject  and,  for  that  reason,  an  imprudent 
submission,  and  a  contumacious,  absurd  resistance, — what  ] 
would  humbly  suggest  is,  that  on  occasion  of  the  declam»-, 
tions  in  the  newspaper,  they  should  make,  not  an  apology 
(for  that  is  dishonourable  and  dangerous),  but  a  strong  ^^hargO' 
on  their  enemies  for  defamation ;  disclaiming  the  tenets' 
practices,  and  designs  impudently  attributed  to  them,  anctj 
■sserting,  in  eool,  modest,  and  determined  language,  their  re-' 
solution  to  assert  the  privileges  to  which,  as  good  citizeiuh^ 
and  good  subjects,  they  hold  themselves  entitled,  without  be--, 
ing  intimidated  or  wearied  out  by  the  opposition  of  the  mo- 
nopolists of  the  kingdom.  In  this  there  will  bo  notbin| 
mean  or  servile,  or  which  can  carry  any  appearance  of  thi 
eiFect  of  fear ;  but  the  contrary.  At  the  same  time,  it  will' 
remove  the  prejudices  which,  on  this  side  of  the  water  as  well 
as  on  yours,  are  propagated  against  you  with  so  much  sya- 
tematic  pains,  I  think  the  committee  would  tlo  well  to  ia 
something  of  this  kind  in  their  own  name.  1  trust  those 
men  of  great  ability  in  that  committee,  who  incline  to 
think  that  the  Catholics  ought  to  melt  down  their  cause 
.Tito  the  general  mass  of  uncertain  discontents  and  unascer- 
tained pnncipiea,  will,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  agreeing  with 
those  whom,  I  am  sure,  they  love  and  respect  among  their 
own  brethren,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  kingdom  at 
large,  waive  that  idea  (which  I  do  not  deny  to  be  greatly 
provoked)  of  dissolving  the  Catholic  body  before  the  objects 
of  ite  union  are  obtained,  and  turning  the  objects  of  their  re- 
lief into  a  national  quarrel.  This,  I  am  satisfied,  on  recollec- 
tion, they  will  think  not  irrational.  The  course  taken  by  the- 
enemy  often  becomes  a  fair  rule  of  action.  Tou  see;  by  thrf.j 
whole  turn  of  the  debate  against  them,  that  their  qdversariet.. 
endeavoured  to  give  this  colour  to  the  contest,  and  to  mi ' 
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it  liiiige  on  tliia  principle.  The  Bame  poHey  canaot  he  good 
for  jou  and  your  enemicB.  Sir  George  Shee,  who  is  so  good 
to  take  this,  waits,  or  I  should  say  more  on  thia  point.  1 
Bhould  say  something  too  of  the  colleges.  I  long  mueh  tu 
hew  how  you  go  on.  I  have,  however,  said  too  much.  If 
Orattan,  by  whom  I  wish  the  Catholics  to  be  wholly  advised, 
thinks  difl'erently  from  me,  I  wish  the  whole  unsaid,  Tou 
see.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  sticks  nobly  to  his  text,  and  neither 
abandons  his  cause  or  his  friends,  though  he  has  few  indeed 
to  support  him.  When  you  can,  pray  let  me  hear  from  yon. 
Mrs.  Burke  and  myself,  in  thia  lonely  and  diacpneolate  bouse, 
never  cease  to  think  of  you  aa  we  ought  to  do.  I  send  some 
prints  to  Dublin ;  but,  aa  vour  house  is  not  there,  I  resen'e 
ft  memorial  of  my  dear  Kichard  for  your  return. 
I  om  ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

FaithfuUv  and  affectionately, 

Tour  miserable  friend, 
£du.  Buske, 

to  edmund  maioite,  esq.' 
Mt  deak  Sib,  Beconsfield,  May  22iid,  1795. 

It  is  very  true  that  my  business  with  the  House  of 
Lords  is  over  for  the  present ;  *  for  they  have,  or  a  rump  of 
them,  done  their  own  business  pretty  handsomely.  Fuerunt. 
There  is  an  end  of  that  part  oi  the  constitution ;  nor  can  it 
be  revived  but  by  means  that  I  tremble  to  think  of. 

That  buBineas,  however,  was  not  what  hindered  me  from 
obeying  your  commands,  and  following  liiy  own  inclinations, 
about  our  excellent  deceased  friend  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds. 
AJas  !  my  dear  sir,  all  my  business  is  with  the  deceased ;  and 
in  truth,  except  for  a  poor  remnant  of  gross  animal  functions, 
I  am  dead  myaelf.  However,  I  will  do  what  I  can.  The 
more  I  thought  upon  that  subject  the  more  difficulty 
I  found  in  it.  The  very  qualitiea  which  made  the  society 
of  our  late  friend  so  pleaaant  to  all  who  knew  him,  are 
the  very  thinga  that  make  it  difBcult  to  write  his  life, 
or  to  draw  his  character.  The  former  part  is  peculiariy 
difficult,  aa  it  had  little  connesiou  with  great  public  events, 
nor  was  it  diversified  with  much  change  of  fortune  or  much 
'  Jmt  then  en^ged  in  editing  the  works  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  M 
which  he  prefixed  aMemoit. 
'  Alluding  to  Ihe  vrial  ot  ttasuuBk. 


privato  adventure,  hardly,  indeed,  any  adventure  at  all. 
that  I  could  Bay  of  him  I  have  said  already  in  that  short 
sketch  which  I  printed  after  his  death.  This  speaks  as  much 
as  I  could  safely  venture  to  apeak  of  him  aa  an  artist,  not 
having  skill  enough  to  enter  into  details  on  the  subject. 
"Wltflt  you  ore  to  say  of  the  charaeter,  merely  aa  the  character 
of  a  man,  must,  to  have  any  eflect,  consist  rattier  of  a  few 
light  marking  touciiea  than  of  a  long  diseusaion ;  unless  it  re- 
lates to  Bome  of  those  various  and  perplexed  characters  whii^ 
require  a  long  investigation  to  unfold.  If,  without  materials, 
one  ia  to  attempt  anything  of  length  and  elaborate,  there  is 
a  great  danger  of  growing  into  a&ectation.  I  do  not  know 
^■  hether  you  have  the  sketch  I  drew.  It  has  marks  of  the 
I  uite  and  the  emotion  under  which  it  was  done.  But  I  be- 
lieve you  will  find  that  a  great  deal  more  cannot  be  said.  If, 
however  (for  different  minds  see  things  in  different  points  of 
view), you  shouldtumyourthoughtstbat  way,  andsketcb  out 
anything,  if  I  might  presume  to  intrude  myself  into  a  work 
of  yours,  1  would  work  upon  that  ground,  and  perhaps  some- 
thing better  could  be  done  by  such  combination  than  singly. 

Lady  Inchiquin'  called  here  the  other  day;  she  is  not 
anxious  that  the  work  should  be  published  till  the  beginning 
of  winter.  I  certainly  will  turn  my  thoughts  to  it ;  and  if  you 
could  come  to  this  melancholy  place,  I  should  feel  myself 
much  honoured  and  very  happy  in  seeing  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  most  sincere  respect  a 
■fiction, 

My  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Edm.  Edkk 

"What  a  loss  is  Clifden !  "—Compliments  to  Mrs.  Metcalf. 
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TO   DR.   LATTKEMCE. 

My  deak  Lauhence,  Bath,  July  28,  1796. 

I  thank  you  for  employing  the  short  moment  you 
were  able  to  snatcli  from  beiug  useful,  in  being  kind  and 
Mmpassionate.  Here  I  am  ia  the  last  retreat  of  hunted  in- 
flrmity.  I  am  indeed  aux  abois :  but,  aa  through  the  whoU 
of  a  various  and  long  life  I  have  been  more  indebted  than 

'  Nieco  of  Sit  JoBhua  Heynolde,  formerly  Miss  Palmer 
•  The  residence  of  Lord  Inohii^uiii,  deanj-jeiXTj  %st. 


thankful  to  Providence,  bo  I  am  now  sinj^ularly  so,  in  being 
dismiBBed,  bs  hitherto  I  appear  to  be,  so  gently  from  life,  anfl 
eent  to  follow  those  wlio  in  course  ought  to  have  foHoved 
e,  whom,  I  trust,  I  shall  yet,  in  some  inconceivable  manner, 
e  and  know;  and  by  whom  I  shall  be  seen  and  known.  But 
enough  of  this. 

However,  as  it  ia  possible  that  my  stay  on  this  side  of  the 
grave  may  be  yet  shorter  than  I  compute  it,  let  me  now  beg 
to  call  to  your  recollection  the  solemn  charge  and  trust  I 
gave  you  on  my  departure  from  the  public  stage.  I  fancy  I 
must  make  you  the  sole  operator,  in  a  work  in  which,  even 
it'  I  were  enabled  to  undertake  it,  you  must  have  been  ever 
the  assistance  on  which  alone  I  could  rely.  Let  not  this 
cruel,  daring,  unexampled  act  of  public  corruption,  guilt,  and 
meanness  go  down  to  a  posterity,  perhaps  as  careless  as  the 

E resent  race,  without  its  due  aiiimadveraion,  which  will  be 
est  found  in  its  own  acts  and  monuments.  Let  my  endea- 
vours to  save  the  nation  from  that  shame  and  guilt  be  my 
monument ;  the  only  one  I  ever  will  have.  Let  everything 
I  have  done,  said,  or  written,  he  forgotten,  but  this.  I  have 
struggled  with  the  great  and  the  httle  on  this  point  during 
the  greater  part  of  my  active  life;  and  I  wish,  after  death,  to 
have  my  defiance  of  the  judgments  of  those  who  consider 
the  dominion  of  the  glorious  empire  given  by  an  incompre- 
hensible dispensation  of  the  Divine  Providence  into  our 
hands,  as  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  of  gratifying,  for 
the  lowest  of  their  purposes,  the  lowest  of  their  passions — 
and  that  for  such  poor  rewards  and,  for  the  most  part,  indi- 
rect and  silly  bribes,  as  indicate  even  moro  the  folly  than  the 
corruption  of  these  infamous  and  contemptible  wretches.  I 
blame  myself  exceedingly  for  not  having  employed  the  last 
year  in  this  work,  and  beg  forgiveness  of  God  for  such  a 
neglect.  1  had  strength  enough  for  it,  if  I  had  not  wasted 
some  of  it  in  compromising  grief  with  drowsiness  and  for- 
getfulness;  and  employing  some  of  the  momenta  in  which  I 
have  been  roused  to  mental  exertion  in  feeble  endeavours  to 
rescue  this  dull  and  thoughtless  people  from  the  punishments 
which  their  neglect  and  stupidity  wOl  bring  upon  them  for 
their  systematic  iniquity  and  oppression.  But  you  are  made 
to  continue  all  that  is  good  of  me ;  and  to  augment  it  with 
the  various  resources  of  a  mind  fertile  in  virtues,  and  cultivated 
with  every  sort  of  talent  b.ti4  olV(io-«\fti^«.  kbwe  all  make 
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out  tiiecrueityof  this  pretended  acquittal,  but  in  reality  thii 
bEtrbaroua  and  iuhuman  condemnatioa  of  whole  tribes  and 
nations,  and  of  all  the  classes  they  coutain.  If  ever  Europe 
recovers  its  civilization,  that  work  will  be  useful.  Eemember! 
£emember!  Bemember! 

It  is  not  that  I  want  you  to  sacrifice  yourself  blindly  and 
un&uitfully,  at  this  inatant.  But  there  wiU  be  a  season  for 
the  appearance  of  such  a  record ;  and  it  ought  to  be  in  storo 
for  that  seaaon.     Get  everything  that  Troward  has. 

Tour  kindness  will  make  you  wish  to  hear  more  particu- 
lars of  ine.     To  compare  my  state  with  that  of  the  three 
first  davs  after  my  arrival.  I  feel  on  the  whole  less  uneasi- 
oesB.    But  my  flesh  is  wasted  in  a  manner  which  in  so  short 
a  time  no  one  could  imagine.     My  limbs  look  about  to  fiud 
the  rags  that  cover  them.     My  strength  ia  declined  in  the 
1      fall  proportion ;  and  at  mv  time  of  life  new  fiesh  ia  never 
h    ■upplied,  and  lost  strength  is  never  recovered.     If  God  has 
H  Buythins  to  do  for  me  here,  here  he  will  keep  me.     If  not, 
H  I  am  tolerably  resigned  to  His  divine  pleasure.     I  have  not 
f  been  yet  more  than  a  day  in  condition  to  drink  the  waters— 
but  they  seem  rather  to  compose  than  to  disorder  my  stomach. 
My  illness  has  not  suffered  Mra,  Burke  to  profit  as  she  ought 
of  this  situation.  But  she  will  bathe  to-night.    Give  Wood- 
ford a  thousand  kind  remembrances.     Please  God,  I  aball 
_  write  to  him  to-morrow.     Adieu.  ^^^B 

Your  ever  true  friend,  ^^^H 

ErMITND   BUBEE.       ^^^1 

Mrs,  Burke  never  foi^ets  you,  nor  what  remains  of  poor^^^l 
[  -William.  •  ^H 

TO    nU.    L1.UBESGE.  ^^^H 

Friday  night,  10  o'clock,  " 

My  dear  Lacrebce,  18th  Nov.  1796. 

I  have  been  out  of  sorts  for  several  days  past,  hut 
htcve  not  been  so  much  weakened  by  that  circumstance  as  I 
might  have  feared.  I  do  n't  desire  long  letters  from  you,  but, 
I  confess,  I  wish  a  line  now  and  then,  I  mean  very  near 
jterally,  a  line.  The  present  state  of  things,  both  here  and 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  abroad,  seems  to  me  to  grow  every 

Inoment  more  critical.  In  Ireland  it  ia  plain  they  have 
thrown  off  all  sort  of  political  management,  and  even  the 
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cleooroos  appearance  of  it.  Tliey  had  for  tLeir  uon.maDdep 
in-chief  Cuninghaiue,  a  persoii  utterly  unacquainted  "with 
military  afiairs  beyoud  what  was  necessary  for  a  quarter 
master-general  in  a  peaceable  country.  He  had  never  seen 
war,  hardly  in  any  image,  but  he  was  a  man  of  a  moderate 
and  humane  dispoaition,  and  oue  Irom  whom  no  acts  of 
atrocity  were  to  be  apprehended.  In  order  to  remove  him 
from  the  command  ot  the  army,  they  have  made  him  a  peer. 
This  was  a  step  to  the  appointment  of  •••*",  to  the  full 
as  littie  esperieneed  in  any  real  military  service  aa  •  "  •  •  ■, 
but  youuger  and  of  far  dJJSerent  dispositions.  In  ease  of  il 
actual  invasion,  they  could  not  expect  anything  what^oevi^r 
from  hia  military  skill  or  talents.  They  only  proof  they  had 
of  either  has  been  in  his  desperate  promptitude,  without 
either  civil,  criminal,  or  martial  law,  to  aeh.e  upon  poor 
loughmen  in  their  cottages,  and  to  send  them  bound  where 
e  thought  fit.  By  what  he  is  capable  of,  and  by  what  he  is 
icapable,  they  show  in  what  manner  it  is  they  mean  to  pro- 
vide for  the  military  defence  and  for  the  civil  tranquillity  and 
hapuineas  of  Ireland.  They  have  fomented  a  spirit  <a  dis- 
cord upon  principle  in  that  unhappy  country.  They  have 
set  the  Protestants,  in  the  only  part  of  the  country  in  which 
the  Protestants  have  any  degree  of  strength,  to  mafisacre  the 
Catholics.  The  consequence  will  he  this,  if  it  is  not  the 
case  already,  that  instead  of  dividing  these  two  factions,  the 
Catholics,  finding  themselves  outlawed  by  their  government, 
which  has  not  oiily  employed  the  arm  of  abused  authority 
against  them,  but  the  violence  of  lawless  insurrection,  will 
use  the  only  means  that  la  left  for  their  protection  in  a  league 
with  those  persons  who  have  been  encouraged  to  tail  upon 
them,  and  who  are  as  well  disposed  to  rebel  against  all 
government,  as  to  persecute  their  unoltending  fellow-citizens. 
The  parliament,  encouraged  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  Secre- 
tary, has  refused  so  mucn  as  to  inquire  into  these  troubles. 
The  only  appearance  of  any  inquiry  which  has  been,  is  that 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  person,  1  mean  the  Attorney- General, 
one  of  the  avowed  enemies  and  persecutors  of  the  sufFering 
people,  and  in  the  closest  conn es ion  with  them.  I  see  that  the 
afi'eetions  of  the  people  are  not  so  much  as  looked  to,  aa  any 
one  of  the  resources  for  the  defence  oi  Ireland  against  the 
favasiou  which  tlie  enem^  'wU.  make  upon  that  country,  if   | 
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they  have  force  enough  to  do  it  confiiatentJv  with  their  other 
views;  but,  I  confesB,  that  from  the  least  refleetion  I  am  able 
to  m^e  in  the  iutervala  of  pam  aiid  sorrow,  T  do  not  think 
that  the  invasion  of  either  of  these-  countries  is  a  primary 
object  in  their  present  plan  of  policy — their  views  Beem  to 
I  Bie  to  be  directed  elsewhere,  and  their  object  is,  to  disable 

■  this  country  from  any  effectual  resistance  to  them,  by  alarra- 
s  with  fears  for  our  domestic  safety.     They  have  gained 

ends  completely.     The  arrangements  which  we  have 
made  aBd  are  making  in  both  kingdoms  for  that  safety  pro- 
vide for  it  in  the  worst  possible  manner,  whilst  they  effectu- 
ally disable  us  from  opposing  the  enemy  upon  his  larger 
^and  real  plan  of  attack.     We  oppose  to  his  false  attack  the 

■  "whole  of  our  real  strength.  I  have  long  doubted  of  the  use 
1  of  a  militia,  constituted  aa  our  militia  is;  because  I  do  not 
I  like  in  time  of  war  any  permanent  body  of  regular  troops  in 

ao  considerable  a  number  as  perhaps  to  equM  the  whole  of 
our  other  force,  when  it  is  only  applicable  to  one,  and  that 
hut  a  very  uncertain,  part  of  the  demands  of  general  service. 
Whether  I  am  right  or  wrong  may  be  a  question  with  persooi 
better  informed  than  I  am,  but  it  has  been  my  opinion  at 
lesat  these  twenty  years.  If  I  did  not  declare  it  in  parlia- 
ment, it  was  because  the  prejudice  was  too  strong  to  be  pru- 
(dently  resisted;  but  when  clanger  comes,  strong  prejudices 
will  be  found  weak  resources. 
Whatever  the  merits  of  militia  may  be,  T  am  sure  that  no 
prudent  persons  with  whom  I  have  ever  conversed  have  been 
«rf  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  eitended  beyond  the  old  num- 
ber. Other  ideas  however  have  prevailed.  The  infant 
teaourcea  of  Ireland  have  been  exhausted  by  establishing  a 
militia  there,  upon  the  feeble  plan  of  the  militia  here,  and 
Trith  consequences  much  more  justly  to  be  apprehended  from 
an  abuse  of  that  institution.  Whether  witli  regard  to  the 
economical  and  civil  effects  on  the  military,  they  have  now  in 
both  kingdoms  added  immensely  to  that  erroneous  establish- 
ment, if  erroneous  it  is,  and  have  thereby  doubled  the  weak- 
ness instead  of  augmenting  the  strength  of  these  kingdoms. 
I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that  in  both  countries  there  is,  by 

grBonal  service  or  by  public  charge,  the  burthen  of  an  army 
■ming  or  formed  of  at  least  fourseore  thousand  men,  utterly 
^imapplicable  to  the  general  service  of  the  country,  or  to  the 


coDBervation  of  wliat  I  shall  ever  think  us  much  for  its  being 
as  aelf-dei'ence  itself,  I  mean  the  safety  and  liberty  of  ELTope. 
The  very  idea  of  active  defence,  the  only  sure  defence,  which 
consistH  ia  ofi'ensive  operations  agaiiiBt  your  euemy,  seema 
wholly  to  be  abandoned. 

I  know  it  will  be  said  that  these  corps  do  not  bring  upon 
the  nation  the  burthen  of  half  pay.  This  is  true  but  m  part, 
nud  in  my  opinion,  if  war  should  continue,  it  will  become 
less  and  leas  of  an  object.  At  any  rate  it  will  be  found  u 
economy  a  very  poor  resource  to  make  out  such  a  saving  by 
the  limitation  of  effect  and  service. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  such  little  aids  to  the  police  as 
by  tta.  occasional  use  of  a  yeoman  cavalrj',  which  is  in  the 
nature  Marachaus^,  is  much  to  be  condemned.  If  the  ser- 
viee  is  not  much,  the  cliarge  is  not  ruinouB,  and  our  military 
arm  ib  not  crippled.  In  my  opinion,  the  expense  of  these 
arrangements  would  furnish  such  a  subsidy  to  Euaaia,  as 
would  enable  that  power  to  act  with  such  a  body  of  troops 
against  the  common  enemy,  as  to  do  more  for  our  real  de- 
fence than  from  any  home  arrangements  that  we  can  make. 
1  have  said  enough  upon  thia  subject,  though  by  no  mean* 
all  that  is  in  my  mind;  but  if  you  agree  with  me  in  principle, 
your  own  thoughts  will  more  than  supply  my  omissiona. 

I  have  suffered  great  uneasiness  Irom  another  scheme,  the 
tendency  of  which  evidently  is  (though  1  am  of  opinion 
nothing  less  is  intended)  totally  to  disgust  the  people  with 
the  continuance  of  this  war — -1  mean  that  part  of  the  people 
upon  whose  soundness  and  spirit  the  very  being  ot  civil 
society  at  this  time  depends,  that  is,  that  part  of  the  people 
who  bve  with  a  degree  of  decency  upon  an  income  not  likely 
to  improve.  They  are  the  part  of  the  community  which  are 
naturally  attached  to  stability  and  to  the  resistance  of  innova- 
tion, but  are  not  quahSed  to  afford  pecuniary  resources  to 
the  State.  They  may  serve  to  fumiah  a  contingent  in  the 
way  of  taxes  which  is  to  be  supplied  as  their  income  accrues, 
or  as  their  economy  finds  supply,  but  they  have  no  hoards, 
and  if  you  apply  to  them  for  a  forced  loan,  you  drive  them 
into  the  toils  of  the  usurers,  who  will  disable  them  from 
paying  what  they  are  already  charged  to  the  support;  of  the 
State.  Sure  it  were  better  to  borrow  directly  at  a  high 
interest,  that  is,  at  the  interest  of  the  public  nacessitiea, .—'  -* 


to  ]ay  upon  those  men  tbeir  share  of  it,  than  to  tale  this 
perplexed  circuitoua  course,  which,  in  the  end,  will  weaken 
public  credit  by  destroying  most  of  the  private  credit  of  the 

I  was  going  further,  when  my  friendly  amanuenaia  re- 
minded me  that  it  ia  near  10  o'clock.  I  am  afraid  I  have 
tired  you,  though  I  tire  myself  eomewhat  less  by  dictating  a 
sheet  than  by  writing  twenty  hnea ;  however,  one  ia  more 
wordy  when  one  dictatea.  I  intended,  if  I  had  time,  to  tell  you 
that  Seogh  is  come  to  London,  and  to  wish  to  have  youra  and 
Ii03^  Fitawilliam's,  as  well  ae  Mr,  WindharO'a,  thoughts  upon 
the  Bubiect  of  his  journey,  when  I  know  better  of  what 
S&ture  it  may  be.  He  shows  a  very  great  desire  of  aeeiug 
me  and  conversing  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  Ireland.  I 
have  fought  it  ott'  by  giving  hun  very  true  reaaona,  that  is  to 
say,  my  feeble  atate  of  health,  and  the  contempt  thnt  ia  enter- 
tained for  my  opinions,  especially  in  what  relates  to  Ireland. 
— He  tella  me  he  has  not  been  with  any  minister.  He  ia  a 
man  that  on  the  whole  I  think  ought  not  to  be  slighted, 
though  he  ia  hut  too  much  disposed  to  Jacobin  principles 
and  connesions  in  his  own  nature,  and  ia  a  Catholic  only  in 
name— not  but  that  whole  body,  contrary  to  its  nature,  haa 
been  driven  by  art  and  policy  into  Jacobinism,  in  order  to 
form  a  pretest  to  multiply  the  jobs  and  to  increase  the  power 
of  that  foolish  and  profligate  junto  to  which  Ireland  is  de- 
livered over  aa  a  farm.  I  shall  let  you  know  further  about 
Keogh  when  I  hear  from  him ;  and  I  shall  send  to  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  hia  letters  to  me,  aa  well  aa  a  copy  of  my  answer 
to  him.  I  shall  send  you  another  copy.  Good  night. 
Toure  ever, 
^^  Ebmvnd  Bubee. 

"  to  dk.  ladeenoe. 

Mt  deak  Latjeence,  Beaconsfield,  25th  Nov.  1796, 

I  have  h 
which  I  encloae  _ 
offended,  but  he  says  not  one  word  of  Tone  hia  secretary,  but 
probably  reserves  an  esplanation  of  this  for  conver&ation. 
As  it  will  he  of  much  more  importance  that  you  ahould  hear 
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what  he  baa  to  aay,  than  that  I  should,  I  think  to  it'rite  lo 
him  hr  this  night's  post  to  caU  upon  you,  or  if  his  health 
should  not  permit  it,  that  you  would  call  upon  him  at  your 
first  time  of  leiBure.  I  intend  to  tell  him,  that  weak  as  I 
am  I  shall  see  liim  if  he  pleases. — Not  a  word  from  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  which  I  am  rather  surprised  at,  knowing  that  ia 
general  he  is  punctual,  an  d  that  these  afToira  are  very  near  his 
heart. — What  you  aay  ahout  the  pope  ia  very  striking,  but 
he  imd  his  Troy  will  be  burned  to  ashes,  and  I  assure  all  good 
Protestanta  that,  whatever  they  may  think  of  it,  the  thread 
of  their  hfe  is  close  twisted  into  that  of  their  great  enemy. 
It  is  perfectly  ridiculous,  in  the  midst  of  our  melancholy 
situation,  to  see  us  forswearing  this  same  pope  lustily  in 
every  part  of  these  dominions,  and  making  absolute  war  upon 
him  in  Ireland  at  the  hazard  of  everything  that  ia  dear  to  us, 
whilst  the  enemy,  from  whom  we  have  most  to  fear,  is  doing 
the  same  thing  with  more  effect  and  less  hazard  to  them- 
Belves.  For  we  are  cutting  our  own  throats  in  order  to  be 
revenged  of  this  said  old  pope.  It  is  very  singular,  that  the 
power  which  menaces  the  world  should  produce  in  us  no  other 
marks  of  terror  than  by  a  display  of  meanness,  and  that  this 
poor  old  bugbear,  who  frightena  nobody  else,  and  who  is  af- 
frighted by  everybody  and  everything,  is  to  us  the  great  object 
of  terror,  of  precaution,  and  of  vigorous  attack. — Tou  remem- 
ber the  fable  of  the  Hare  and  the  Frogs.  On  this  point,  I 
verily  begin  to  believe  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  stark  mad  ;  but  that 
he  is  in  the  cold  fit  of  this  phrenetic  fever.  I  agree  with  you, 
and  it  was  long  the  opinion  of  our  dear  departed  friend,  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  keeping  an  underhand  and  direct  influence  in  Ire- 
laud  to  screen  himself  from  all  responsibility,  does  resolve  on 
the  actual  dissolution  of  the  empire  ;  and  having  settled  for 
himself,  as  he  thinka,  a  faction  there,  puts  everything  into 
the  hands  of  that  faction,  aud  leaves  the  monarchy  and  the 
Buperintendency  of  Great  Britain  to  shift  for  themselves  as 
ihey  may. 

Mrs.  Burke  passed  but  a  bad  day  yesterday,  with  much 
bilious  vomiting  and  a  head-ache,  but  the  latter  is  gone  and 
she  has  had  a  very  quiet  night,  though  not  much  sleep;  and, 
though  not  up,  is  hght  and  easy. — As  to  myself,  I  have  had 
four  fita  in  the  night,  and  several  yesterday.     Between  the 


fita,  both  in  the  afternoon  and  at  night,  I  had  rest  en 
I  Bend  you  thia  by  the  coach,  and  am  affectionately 

>  Tours, 

Edmush  Bi 
to  eh.  laukenoe. 
BeaconsBcld,  Wedneaday  Morning,  11  o'cloek, 
i      My  deab  Laurence,  Nov.,  ]  796. 

I  have  had  a  bad  night,  and  am  very  faint  and  feehle. 
I  do  not  know  where  the  abstract  you  mention  is  in  the  chaoa 
of  my  papers,  but  if  I  get  a  little  stronger  thia  day  I  shall 
look  for  it ;  but  I  send  you  the  printed  papers,  which  Nagle 
bos  just  found.  You  know  that  the  far  greater  and  the  most 
oppressive  part  of  those  laws  has  been  repealed.  The  only 
remaining  grievance  which  the  Catholics  suffer  from  the  law 
consiBts  m  certain  incapacities  relative  to  Jramkiseg.  The 
ill-will  of  the  governing  powers  is  their  great  grievance,  who 
do  not  suffer  them  to  have  the  benefit  of  those  capacities  to 
which  they  are  restored,  nominally,  by  the  law.  The  fran- 
chises which  they  desire  are  to  remove  the  stigma  from  them 
which  is  not  branded  on  any  description  whatever  of  dis- 
senters in  Ireland,  who  take  no  test  and  are  subject  to  no 
incapacity ;  though  they  [are]  of  the  old  long-eBtahlished  re- 
ligion of  the  couDtry,  and  who  cannot  be  accused  of  perverse- 
neas  or  any  factions  purpose  in  their  opinions,  since  they  re- 
main only  where  they  have  always  been,  and  are  the  far  greatei 
majority  of  the  inhabitants.  They  give  as  good  proofs 
their  loyalty  and  affection  to  Government  at  least  as  i  _, 
other  peopie.  Testa  have  been  contrived  for  them  to  purge 
them  from  any  suspicious  political  principles,  supposed  to 
have  some  connexion  with  their  religion.  These  tests  they 
take;  whereas  the  persons  called  Protestants,  which  Pro- 
testantism, as  things  stand,  is  no  description  of  a  religion  at 
all,  or  of  any  principle,  religious,  moral,  or  political,  but  is  a 
mere  negation,  take  no  teats  at  all.  So  that  here  is  a  perse- 
cution, as  far  as  it  goes,  of  the  only  people  in  Ireland  wh* 
make  any  positive  profession  of  the  Christian  faith ;  for  even 
the  clergy  of  the  established  church  do  not  sign  the  thirty 
nine  articles.  The  heavy  load  that  lies  upon  them  is,  that 
they  are  treated  like  enemies,  and  ua  long  as  they  are  undn 
'  2k2  _ 
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hay  incapacities,  their  pereecutora  are  furnished  « 
pretence  ofscourging  them  upon  all  occasions,  aj  '  ' 
rail  to  make  use  of  it.  If  this  stigma  were  t 
that,  like  their  other  feUow-citizena,  they  were  to  be  judged  by 
their  conduct,  it  would  go  a  great  way  in  giving  quiet  w  the 
country.  The  fear  that  if  they  had  capacities  to  sit  in  parlia- 
ment they  might  become  the  mojority  and  persecute  in  their 
turn,  IB  a  most  impudent  and  fli^itioua  pretence,  which  those 
who  make  use  of  it  know  to  be  false.  They  could  not  at  thia 
day  get  three  members  out  of  the  three  hundred,  and  never 
can  have  the  leaat  probability  from  circumetances  of  hecom- 
ing  the  tenth  part  of  the  representatives,  even  though  the 
boroughs  made  in  the  time  of  James  I.  for  the  destruction 
of  the  then  natural  interests  of  the  country  should  be  re- 
formed upon  any  plan  which  haa  as  yet  been  proposed,  because 
the  natural  interests  have  been  varied  and  the  property 
changed  since  the  time  of  King  James  I.  At  present  the 
chief  oppression  consists  in  the  abuse  which  ia  made  by  the 
powera  of  executive  government,  which  may  more  effectually 
harasa  an  obnosioua  people  than  even  adverse  laws  them- 
selves. I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  apprized  of  all  the 
proceedings  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  particularly  of  the 
massacres  that  have  been  perpetrated  on  the  CathoUc  in- 
habitants of  that  county,  with  no  punishment  and  hardly  any 
discountenance  of  Government.  All  this,  however,  is  a  mat* 
ter  of  very  nice  handling  in  a  British  parliament,  on  account 
ofthe  jealous  independence  of  that  county.  Neither  thecourt 
nor  the  opposition  party  I  am  alraid  would  relish  it,  especi- 
ally as  they  pretend  or  may  pretend  that  the  subject  is  to 
become  a  matter  of  their  own  inquiry.  I  have  written  my 
mind  fully  upon  this  subject  to  Lord  Eitzwilliam,  but  I  have 
hod  yet  no  answer,  nor,  indeed,  hardly  could.  The  Jacobin 
opposition  take  this  up  to  promote  sedition  in  Ireland ;  and 
the  Jacobin  ministry  will  make  use  of  it  to  countenance 
tyranny  in  the  same  place. 

As  to  George  EUis  and  Lord  Malmsbury,  the  Jupiter  and 
his  Mercury,  I  don't  care  whether  they  are  in  the  clouds  or 
in  the  dung ;  but  one  thing  I  see  very  clearly,  tJiat  nothing 
above  or  below  will  prevent  the  mimHters  from  going  tlirough 
their  dirty  work.  What  has  been  written  aa  argument  or 
obMtmtioii  baa  \i&^  uo  uuniet, Wt  it  makes  no  impresnon, 
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I  nnlesa  perhaps  to  confirm  some  people  in  the  ohstinaey  of 
'  their  meanness.  Uo  jou  know  that  Mr.  Crewe  Laa  wrote 
that  the  •  •  •  •  perfectly  approves  eTerjthing  in  the  Pam- 
phlet, and  yet  he  has  done  everything  or  concurred  in  every- 
thing in  diametrical  opposition  to  his  principles.  He  will  do 
8o,  in  everything  that  oan  be  proposed  of  the  same  nature. 
What  think  you  of  their  finding  no  one  hut  Genera!  Luttrell 
to  whom  the  safety  of  Ireland  could  be  committed  at  thiii 
crisiH.  All  this  must  have  passed  through  the  Duie  of  Port- 
land, who  thinks  one  way,  and  who  acts  or  is  acted  upon  in 
the  direct  contrary  way.  I  am  very  sick  of  all  these  things. 
As  yoa  know  Keogli,  I  think  there  is  no  objection  to  your 
seeing  him,  if  you  can  contrive  it.  I  do  not  know  how  you 
approve  my  answer  to  him,  but  I  am  sure  he  does  not,  by 
making  no  sort  of  reply  to  me. 

Tou  will  write  to  Mr.  "Wilde,  and  let  him  know  that  I 
have  been  very  ill  from  time  to  time,  and  that  you  have  in- 
formed me  of  nia  inquiry,  and  that  I  am  much  obliged  to  him 
for  his  solicitude  about  me.  The  terms  prescribed  by  the 
thieves  of  the  Directory  to  the  pope  are  wnat  might  be  ex- 
pected. He  cannot  help  it,  being  intrinsically  weak  in  him- 
self, and  we  have  refused  to  put  him  in  a  better  condition, 
for  fear  of  the  statute  of  Premunire ;  and  our  fleet  has 
thought  proper  to  fly  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  eva- 
cuate all  the  strongholds  we  had  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
I  think  [we  make]  a  more  •  •  •  figure  than  the  pope.  In 
proportion  to  the  strength  of  body  which  is  enervated  by 
meanness  of  spirit—"  Oh,  impotence  of  mind  in  body  strong." 
— The  parcel  waits — God  bless  you. 

If  you  can  [get]  Bollingbrooke's  Abridgement  of  the  Irish 
Statutes,  which  is  extremely  well  done,  you  will  see  the  ma- 
terials upon  which  I  went  m  the  abstract  of  the  old  Popery 
Laws,  which  I  gave  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  his  going 

Lord  L to  Ireland.     My  poor  Richard  bad  a  complete 

■  copy,  which  ha  put  into  the  hands  of  the  committee,  with 
such,  alterations  and  additions  as  they  thought  proper. 

Adieu. — Mrs.  Burke  has  had  a  bad  night,  as  well  as  my- 

C  Doctor  Brocklesby  has  been  here  and  is  gone.     Faro»^^^l 
news  we  have  none.  ^^H 

Tours  ever,  ^^^H 


Mt  deak  LiTiBEKcE,  Dee.  9, 1796. 

The  Budget  day  was  a  matter  of  great  speculation, 
Pitt  rather  less  insolent — I'ox  as  furious  as  I  expected. 
Grey  has  come  forward  and  taken  a  sort  of  lead — ^Sheridaa 
heads,  I  Buppose,  a  corps  de  reserve.  Tell  me  in  three  line* 
your  remarks  upon  the  general  temper  of  tbe  Houee  on.  that 
night  and  on  tus.  A  fine  business  this  of  La  Fayette. 
Good  God !  among  all  the  imprisonments,  confiscations, 
niurdera,  and  exiles,  to  find  no  one  ohject  for  a  Britiah 
Houae  of  Commons  to  take  up  but  Citizen  de  la  Fayette, 
I  see  Fox  proposes  the  repeal  of  the  two  Anti-Jacobin  Acts 
— What  do  you  think  of  making  your  debut  upon  them  P 
Ijord  Fitzwilliam  concurred  in  them.  Unless  perhaps  you 
think  that  that  ground  is  a  little  worn  out.  I  think  the 
taxes  on  the  whole,  if  likely  to  he  productiTe,  are  imexcep- 
tioi.able — The  house-tax  is  the  worst.  "Why  did  not  Pitt 
tax  the  lower  teas  ? — a  small  duty  would  not  have  been  felt, 
and  surely  tea- dr inking,  though  it  would  be  idle  to  reatrain 
it,  ia  not  an  object  ot  direct  encouragement  amongst  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  Good  night.  My  [pains]  have 
raged  all  yesterdaj-,  all  last  night,  and  a  great  part  of  this 
day  with  tenfold  fury,  but  a  vomiting  came  on  me,  and  I  am 
a  good  deal^easier  this  evening.  Once  more  adieu.  Mrs. 
Burke's  affectionate  compliments.  I  wrote  to  you  by  the 
coach  yesterday. 

Tours  ever, 

EdMUNB  BlTEKE. 


TO   DB.  Ht'BENCE. 

Mt  deak  Latibesce,  Bath,  Feb.  10th,  1797. 

I  have  been  very  weak  for  some  days  past,  and  bo 
giddy  that  I  am  hardly  able  to  walk  across  the  room.  At 
the  first  coming  on  of  this  had  symptom  I  was  not  able  to 
do  80  much — so  that  I  ara  not  without  hopes  that  it  may  go 
o^  though,  take  me  on  the  whole,  I  am  without  aU  compa- 
rison worse  than  when  I  came  hither,  but  yet  the  violent 
flatus's  have  not  been  quite  bo  troublesome  to  me  since  the 
'-omplaiat  in  my  ^eai  ia  come  on.     They  have  taken  ti» 
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town,  and  are  now  attacking  the  citadel — Sut  t-nough  of 
tliis.  The  affair  of  Mrs.  Hastings  haa  sometbing  in  it  that 
might  move  a  tliird  Cato  to  a.  horse-laugh,  thougii  the  means, 
I  am  afraid,  by  wkioh  she  and  her  paramour  ha?e  made  that 
and  all  the  sums  which  they  have  got  by  their  own  dis- 
honesty, or  toat  by  the  dishonesty  of  others  or  the  confusion 
of  the  times,  [might  cause]  the  laughing  Democritus  to  weep 
u  much  as  hia  opponent :  but  let  whoever  laugh  or  weep, 
nothing  plaintive  will  make  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Dundos  blush 
for  having  rewarded  the  criminal  whom  they  prosecuted, 
and  sent  me  and  nineteen  members  of  parliament  to  prose- 
cute, for  every  mode  of  peculation  and  oppression,  with  a 
greater  sum  of  money  than  ever  yet  was  paid  to  any  ono 
British  subject,  except  the  Duke  of  Marlbro',  for  the  moat 
acknowledged  public  services,  and  not  to  him  if  you  take 
Blenheim,  which  was  an  expense  and  not  a  charge,  out  of 
the  account.  All  this  and  ten  times  more  wUl  not  hinder 
them  &om  adding  the  peerage,  to  make  up  the  insufficiency 
of  hia  pecuniary  rewards.  My  illness,  which  came  the  more 
heavily  and  suddenly  upon  me  by  this  flagitious  act,  whilst  I 
was  preparing  a  representation  upon  it,  has  hindered  me,  as 
you  know,  from  doing  justice  to  that  act,  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
to  myself,  to  the  House  of  Lords,  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  the  unhappy  people  of  India,  on  that  subject.  It  has 
made  me  leave  the  letters  that  I  was  writing  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Mr,  Dundas,  as  well  aa  my  petition  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  unfinished.  But  yon  remember,  like- 
wise, that  when  I  came  hither  at  the  beginning  of  last  aum- 
mer,  I  repeated  to  you  that  dying  request  which  I  now  re- 
iterate, that  if  at  any  time,  without  tne  danger  of  roin  to 
yourself,  or  over-distracting  you  from  your  professional  and 
parliamentary  duties,  you  can  place  in  a  short  point  of  view, 
and  support  by  the  documents  in  print  and  writing  which 
exist  with  me,  or  with  Mr.  Troward,  or  yourself,  the  general 
merits  of  this  transaction,  you  will  erect  a  cenotaph  most 
grateful  to  my  shade,  and  will  clear  my  memory  from  that 
load  which  the  East  India  Company,  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, and  in  a  manner  the  whole  British  nation  (&od  for- 
give them),  have  been  pleased  to  lay  as  a  monument  upon 
my  ashes,  I  am  aa  conscious  as  any  person  can  be  of  the 
little  value  of  the  good  or  evil  opinion  of  mankind  to  th» 


port  of  me  that  shall  reraaio,  but  I  believe  it  iBofaomeinomeiit 
not  to  leave  the  fame  of  an  evil  example,  of  the  expenditure 
of  fourteen  years'  labour,  and  of  not  lesa  (taking  the  expense 
of  the  suit,  and  the  costs  paid  to  Mr.  HostingB,  and  the  par- 
liamentary charges)  than  near  £300,000,  Thia  is  a  terrible 
example,  and  it  is  not  acquittance  at  all  to  a  public  man, 
who,  with  all  the  means  of  undeceiving  himselt'  if  he  was 
wrong,  has  thus  with  such  incredible  pains,  both  of  himself 
and  others,  persevered  ia  the  persecution  of  innocence 
and  merit.  It  is,  I  say,  no  excuse  at  all  to  ur^  in  his 
apology,  that  he  has  had  enthusiastic  good  intentions,  tn 
reality,  you  know  that  I  am  no  enthusiast,  but  [according] 
to  the  powers  that  God  has  given  me,  a  sober  and  reflecting 
man,  I  have  not  even  the  other  very  had  eicuse,  of  acting 
from  personal  resentment,  or  from  the  sense  of  private 
injury — never  having  received  any ;  nor  can  I  plead  ^nor- 
ance,  no  man  ever  having  taken  more  pains  to  be  informed. 
Therefore  J  say,  Sememher. 

Parliament  is  shortly  to  resume  the  broken  thread  of  its 
business — if  what  it  is  doing  deserves  that  name.  I  feel  the 
Bam.e  ansiety  for  your  success  as  if  what  has  been  the  beat 

Eart  of  me  was  in  your  place,  and  engaged  as  he  would  have 
een  tu  the  same  work,  and  I  presume  to  take  the  same 
liberty  with  you  that  1  would  have  done  with  him.  The 
plan  you  have  formed,  like  all  the  plans  of  such  comprehen- 
sive  minds  as  yours,  is  vast,  but  it  will  require  all  the  skill 
of  a  mind  as  judicious  and  selecting  as  yours  to  bring  it 
within  the  compass  of  the  apprehensions  and  dispositions  of 
those  upon  whom  it  is  to  operate.  There  would  be  difficulty 
in  giving  to  it  its  just  extent  in  the  very  opening,  if  you 
could  count  even  upon  one  person  able  and  willing  to  sup- 

Eort  you ;  but  as  you  will  be  attacked  by  one  side  of  the 
Louse  vrith  all  its  force,  reluctantly  beard  and  totally 
abandoned  by  the  other,  if  you  are  permitted  any  reply  at 
all,  a  thing  which  under  similar  circumstances  has  been 
refused  to  me,  it  will  nut  be  heard  by  the  exhausted  atten- 
tion of  that  House,  which  is  hardly  to  be  kept  alive,  except 
to  what  concerns  the  factious  interests  of  the  two  discordant 
chiefs,  who  with  different  personal  vievfs,  but  on  the  same 
political  principles,  divide  and  distract  the  nation.  But  all 
this  I  ntUBt  leave  to  yooi  ju.d^meat,  which,  with  less  p 
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mentary  experience,  has  infinitely  more  natural  power  than 
mine  ever  had,  when  it  was  at  the  beat.  This  only  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  if  it  should  be  impossible  (bb  per- 
haps it  may  he)  to  bring  your  opening  speech  within  any 
narrow  compass,  such  as  two  hours  or  thereabouts,  that  you 
will  make  your  reply  aa  ehorp,  and  pointed  at  the  personal 
attacks  that  I  am  sure  will  be  made  upon  you,  as  you  can ; 
and  that  you  will  content  youraelf  with  reaBaerting  the  aub- 
stance  of  the  facta,  declaring  your  readiness  to  enter  into 
them  if  ever  you  are  furnished  with  the  means.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  or  in  this  aeasion, 
you  will  find  opportunities  to  bring  forth  what  your  discre- 
tion may  reserve  on  the  present  occasion  for  a  future  one, 
when  you  may  be  at  more  liberty.  Though  I  am  senaiblo 
enough  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  place  in  debate  for  any 
of  those  who  are  not  arranged  in  the  line  of  battle,  abreast 
or  ahead,  in  support  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  ad- 
mirals. My  dear  friend,  yon  will  have  the  goodnesa  to  ex- 
cuse the  interposition  of  an  exhausted  and  sickly  judgment 
like  mine,  at  its  beat  infirm,  with  a  mind  like  joura,  the 
moat  robust  that  ever  was  made,  and  in  the  vigour  of  its 
faculties ;  but  aUowance  is  made  for  the  anxious  solicitude 
f£  thoae  whom  sei,  age,  or  debility  exclude  from  a  share  in 
those  combata  in  which  they  take  a  deep  concern. 

Edmund  Bfbke. 
12th  February. 
P.  S.  My  health  continues  as  it  was  when  I  began  this 
letter.  —  I  have  read  Erskine's  pamphlet,  which  is  better 
done  than  I  expected  to  find  it.  But  it  is  little  more  than 
a  digest  of  the  old  matter,  and  a  proposal  to  remove  all  our 
evila  by  a  nniversal  popular  representation  at  home,  by 
giving  to  France  at  once  all  that  we  have  thought  proper  to 
offer,  on  supposition  of  concession,  and  all  that  she  has  chosen 
to  demand  without  any  regard  to  our  conceaaion,  together  with 
a  cordial  connexion  with  her  and  a  total  alienation  from 
other  powera,  aa  a  pledge  of  future  peace.  This,  together 
■with  bringing  Mr.  Fox  into  power,  forms  the  whole  of  the 
pamphlet.  This  would  certamly  make  short  work  of  the 
treaty. — This  pamphlet  does  not  make  your  motion  the  leas 
'',  and  without  a  reference  to  it  you  may  keep  it  ig 
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your  eye. — Mrs.  Burke,  thank  God,  is  better  of  her  c<AA . 
She  BBlutea  you. 
D£AB  Sia, 

I  have  BuppresHed  the  newspapers — He  knows  nothing 
of  this  disagreeable  business  ;  but  1  am  in  hopes,  from  Dr. 
King's  letter  to  me,  that  an  injunction  will  be  laid  early  to- 
morrow, to  prevent  the  sale,  and  that  you  all  will  pursue 
such  rigorous  measures  against  Swift  and  Owen,  as  the  law 
will  enable  you  to  do.  1  had  a  letter  by  the  coach,  inform- 
ing me  of  it.  Win  you  beg  of  Doctor  King  to  write  to  Mr. 
Burke  to-morrow,  and  tell  him  what  he  haa  done  in  Biving' 
ton's  business. 

Tours  truly, 

E.  Nagib. 


TO   nB.   LAURBKCE. 

Mr  DEAR  Lauhekcb,  March  leth,  1797. 

It  ia  very  unlucky  that  the  reputation,  of  a  speaker  in 
the  House  of  Commons  depends  for  leas  on  what  he  says 
there,  than  on  the  account  of  it  in  the  newspapers.  Your 
speeches,  which  are  made  late  in  the  night,  supposing  no 
foul  play  (which  however  I  suspect),  are  taken  by  the  jour- 
neymen note-makers,  and  when  there  is  not  room  for  them 
iQ  the  paper,  even  if  thej  were  able  to  follow  you.  In  the 
late  instance,  however,  this  was  unavoidable,  since  you  spoke 
to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  your  friend,  which  no  consider- 
ation of  prudence  with  regard  to  yourself  could  prevail  on 
you  to  omit.  As  yo\x  stated  [it]  in  jour  letter,  it  must  have 
been  very  impressive,  and  as  honourable  to  your  abilities  as 
it  was  to  the  goodness  of  your -heart.  &i  to  Mr.  Pox's 
speeches,  he  seemed  to  have  laid  [aside]  his  abilities  along 
with  all  decency,  liberality,  and  fairness ;  and  placed  himseS 
in  the  rank  of  the  Adairs,  the  Bastards,  and  those  gentle- 
men whose  cause  he  supported,  and  to  whose  understand- 
ings, "  by  an  e.^traordinary  alacrity  in  sinking,"  he  chose  to 
level  himself.  What  he  said  of  me  was  nothing  more  than 
hia  old  song,  frequently  sung,  though  with  a  little  more 
liberality  in  my  own  presence,  and  always  responded  to 
without  a  possibility  of  reply.  The  major  part  of  his  toptca 
have  been  answered.  \rj  me  in  ^riut,  and  the  public  nuU 
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judge  between  ub  ;  but  there  ia  one  fact,  wliicb,  aa  it  pftBae4--J 
fifteen  years  ago,  most  people  may  not  ao  well  remember; T 
though  that,  too,  I  diai^usHed  with  him  in  the  House  of  Com-'  J 
mona  without  a  reply,  or  the  possibility  of  hia  raakiDg  any.  J 
He  baa  the  impudence  to  say  that  the  reduction  of  plaoe«  ■ 
that  I  made  was  not  auf&eient,  and  that  more  would  hava-^ 
been  made  in  Lord  Eoekingham's  and  his  adininiatration,  if 
time  had  been  given  to  them  for  that  purpose.  Both  are  ab- 
solutely false ; — in  the  first  place,  any  lessening  of  the  re- 
duction proposed  in  my  original  jilan  and  that  which  appear- 
ed in  the  Act  waa  not  of  my  doing,  but  of  hia  own  and  the 
cabinet  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  I  was  no  way  consulted 
about  it,  though  I  certainly  acquiesced  in  it,  and,  on  the 
vrhole,  thought  it  sufficient.  In  the  next  place,  I  do  solemn- 
ly declare  that  1  never  heard  him,  nor  anybody  else  of  that 
cabinet,  propose  any  reduction  of  offices,  but  of  the  two, 
■were  of  opinion  that  the  matter  had  been  carried  too  far,  rather 
than  that  it  bad  fallen  abort  of  their  mark.  They  muat  have 
thought  that  it  did  not  fall  short,  because  they  knew  very  well 
that  they  never  could  have  had  an  opportunity  so  favourable 
for  reduction  as  during  the  dependence  of  that  bill,  and  in 
the  flood-tide  of  ita  popularity.  Mr.  Foi  now  thinks  that 
neither  this,  nor  the  Pay  Office  BiD,  nor  the  Contractora' 
Bill,  which,  though  moved  by  another,  waa  left  wholly  to  my 
management,  as  it  was  originally  schemed  by  myself  nor  of 
Mr.  Dowdeswel's  and  my  plan,  to  his  and  our  honour  adopt- 
ed b^  Mr.  Crewe,  were  of  the  least  significance  in  lessening 
the  mfluence  of  the  Crown  in  that  House,  and  in  the  other, 
or  in  the  Scotch  election  for  peera  by  the  abrogation  of  the 
Scotch  Lords  of  Pohce.  I  know  he  told  me,  and  that  to  th© 
beat  of  my  recollection  in  the  presence  of  others,  that  the 
Acts  which  he  now  finds  to  be  so  very  frivolous  were  tho 
meana  of  turning  out  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  that  he  had  lost 
his  question  in  the  same  number  of  votes  as  the  places  that 
had  been  suppressed.  Aa  to  those  that  had  been  retained,  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  me  both  in  the  policy  and  the  justice 
of  retaining  them,  considering  them,  He  I  did,  aa  right  in 
themselves ;  and  with  regard  to  the  holders  in  poaseaaion  or 
reversion,  aa  property,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  I  cannot 
■ay  exactly  in  what  form  Mr.  Eose  put  the  lecriminatory 
eharge  which  he  made  on  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  the  places 
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of  that  kind  which  Mr.  Fox  had  held  and  diapoeed  of.  Mr. 
Foz'a  reply  eeems  to  indicate  that  he  was  charged  with 
equandering  away  their  income  and  value.  If  eo,  hia  reply 
was  proper,  because  the  charge  waa  uaparhamentary,  and 
not  at  all  to  the  purpose  in  argument.  But  if  it  waa  urged, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  that  Mr.  Foi  had  himself  consider- 
nd  those  places  his  property,  as  an  argumeut  ad  hominem,  it 
would  have  been  conclusive  against  him.  For  if  he  sold  that 
aa  property  which  was  not  such,  by  his  own  admission  he 
was  guilty  of  a  fraud.  But  it  were  an  endless  task  to  go 
through  Bul  the  nonsense  and  ribaldry  which  he  chose  to  vent 
upon  that  oceaBion.  As  to  his  arguing  for  a  change  of  his 
opinions  from  the  greater  burthens  which  now  exist  on  the 
public,  't  is  perfectly  absurd  —  First,  because  injustice  is 
not  less  injustice,  though  it  may  admit  some  palliation 
on  account  of  the  neceasitieB  of  those  who  are  guilty  of 
it;  and  next,  because  those  remnants  of  remnants  of  aav- 
ings,  which  Mr.  Windham  has  so  justly  ridiculed,  become 
more  and  more  contemptible  according  to  their  dispropor- 
tion to  the  weight  of  the  charge  which  they  are  brought  to 
counterpoise.  He  has  used  another  argument  which  seems 
to  have  more  weight,  which  is,  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
maintaining  the  character  and  credit  of  the  opposition;  but 
at  a  miserably  low  ebb  ia  that  character  and  credit  which  is 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  auch  frauds  and  impostures.  Mr, 
Pitt  was  very  wrong  in  giving  to  them  the  countenance  he 
had  given,  and  which,  after  the  able  speech  he  had  mode,  was 
no  proper  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  his  arguments.  Mr. 
'Windham,  in  my  opinion,  even  from  what  I  see  in  the  papers, 
never  made  a  more  able  and  eloquent  speech.  I  particularly 
admire  the  manly  tone  of  acorn  with  which  he  treated  the 
miserable  imposture  of  the  motion.  I  thank  him  heartily 
for  bis  speech,  and  subscribe  an  unfeigned  assent  and  con- 
aent  to  ali  the  articles  of  his  creed.  1  forgot  to  say  aword  about 
fees,  which  it  seems  ia  one  of  the  articles  of  charge  against 
Mr.  "Windham's  office.  "Whether  they  be  exorbitant  or  not 
is  more  than  I  can  judge,  but  that  they  are  profitable  to  the 
of&cer  is  no  objection,  provided  they  are  not  onerous  to  the 
public,  or  oppressive  to  those  that  pay  them.  This  was  so 
much  my  principle  upon  the  reform,  that  I  carefully  re- 
served the  leea  to  t\ie  "Ca.-^  Office  ■,  but  in  the  progreas  of  the 
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bill  I  was  abwilutely  forced  by  the  frauds  of  Colonel  BarrI, 
acting  on  tlie  principles  of  Lord  Shelburn,  wbo  attributed 
every  sort  of  public  evil  to  fees,  in  a  famous  speech  of  hia, 
and  by  the  unparaUeled  treachery  of  our  own  party  I  was 
beat  out  of  my  plan,  and  compelled,  whether  I  would  or  not, 
to  bring  from  that  abolition  a  charge  of  £6000  a  year,  or 
rather  more,  upon  the  public,  for  the  of&cial  eipensea  which 
befiw*  had  coat  nothing,  eacept  for  the  Paymaster's  salary 
and  some  other  salaries,  which  latter  were  insignificant. 
Whether  the  office  has  been  impaired  in  its  diligence  and  ita 
spirit  of  accommodation  from  that  time  is  more  than  I  can 
positively  say,  but  I  believe  that  it  has.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
troubled  you  so  much  on  these  matters,  but  as  they  relate 
to  facta  which  may  not  be  bo  generally  known,  I  .wiah  you 
not  to  throw  away  this  letter.  I  have  no  objection  to  your 
sbowing  it  to  anybody,  but  do  not  desire  it  to  be  shown  to 
any  one  but  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  Mr.  'Windham.  Aa  to 
you,  "  Maete  esto  virtute  tua  " — do  n't  be  discouraged  from 
taking  the  independent  line,  which  makes  you  vote  with  dit 
ferent  men,  but  always  upon  the  same  principle,  and  not  like 
these  vile  and  most  abject  nretcbes  who  compose  the  armed 
neutrality  ;  wbo,  if  they  were  not  the  most  contemptible  of 
the  human  race,  would  be  the  most  odioua.  Thank  God,  you 
have  but  one  political  friendship  to  attend  to,  and  in  that 
you  will  never  find  any  clashing  with  public  principle. — Aa 
you  are  atill  solicitous  about  my  health,  I  am  to  tell  you  that 
to-day  has  been  one  of  my  beat  days ;  and  though  I  can't 
walk  without  an  arm,  I  have  moved  about  a  good  deal,  at 
least  a  good  deal  for  me.     Flesh  aa  before.  Adieu. 

Tours  ever,        E.  B. 
P.  S.  Will  the  gentlemen  do  anything  in  my  affair  with 
Owen — or  have  they  given  it  up  p    If  they  have  given  it  up, 
why  is  it  so  P 
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TO   UB.   LATIKEHCE. 

Bath,  11th  April,  1787, 

My  DEAa  LiUBENOE,  6  o'clock. 

Thia  terrible  war  on  the  continent  has  come  to  acrisia. 

Whether  our  pacific  war  is  come  to  Us  terrible  criais  ia  a 

matter  of  great  doubt ;  but  unless  God  interposes  in  some 
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signal  way,  it  muBt  terminate  in  a  peace  which,  liie  ScyDa, 
has  a  thousand  barking  monsters  ol  a  thousand  wars  in  jti 
womb.  God  preserve  us  from  such  peace  and  such  ware. 
As  for  himaeli,  Windham  ib  perfectly  m  the  right  to  be  go- 
verned by  eircumatances ;  hut  as  for  you,  who  act  with  no 
party  and  are  in  no  oifice,  your  own  honeur  and  your  per- 
sonal reputation  are  the  sole  circumstaneea  by  which  you  are 
to  be  guided. — Therefore  profit  of  the  first  opening.  If  the 
emperor's  defection  ia  solely  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  hifl 
own  affairs,  than  which  nothing  I  admit  can  appear  worse, 
we  have  much  to  lament  and  nothing  to  blame ;  but  if  the 
spirit  of  the  debates  in  the  English  parliament  have  tended 
to  bring  on  despair,  or  if  our  want  of  a  supply  to  his  necesai- 
tiea  has  crippled  his  armaments,  then  we  have  at  once  to 
lament  and  to  blame.  However,  there  ia  the  hand  of  God 
in  this  business,  and  there  ia  an  end  of  the  system  of  Europe, 
taking  in  laws,  manners,  religion,  and  politics,  in  which  I  de- 
lighted ao  much.  My  poor  son  was  called  off  in  time — "ne 
quid  tale  videret." 

I  understand  that  Ellis  spoke  handsomely  of  me,  for  which 
I  thank  him ;  and  do  you  ao  too,  through  yourself  or  any 
medium  you  can  find.  As  to  Windham,  he  never  fails,  but 
of  this  there  is  not  a  word ;  by  our  paper  I  should  have 
thought  he  had  not  spoken :  but  it  is  no  matter — all  oar 
plana  are  defeated  by  the  settlement  which  the  peace  will 
make  of  the  French  system  in  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  Hud- 
dleatone'a  letter  is  very  obliging,  but  I  really  wish  him  to 
keep  all  his  sentiments  concealed  until  he  can  get  into  the 
direction.  Tell  him  that  this  ia  my  opinion,  and  that  then 
perhaps  he  may  steal  some  little  good ;  for  we,  who  had  for 
fourteen  years  atruggled  to  do  more,  have  been  miserably  de- 
feated, if  not  with  our  own,  yet  with  the  national  disgrace. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Troward,  and  wonder  you  have  not  seen 
him.  Ton  had  better  call  on  him,  as  he  hes  directly  in  your 
way.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  can,  though 
it  were  but  by  a  line.  Tour  coming  hither  must  be  very  in- 
convenient to  you,  and  where  ia  the  use  of  your  seeing  me  in 
the  body  of  this  death.  In  truth,  1  sufier  veiy  little  pain, 
but  I  gain  no  strength  at  all.  If  I  find  any  diflerence,  it  ia 
that  my  little  strength  declines.  Adieu.  G-od  bleas  you. 
Tmua  ever,  E.  " 


Mt  beak  LiUBEifcB,  Bath,  12th  May,  1797. 

The  times  are  so  deplorahle,  that  I  do  not  know  how- 
to  write  ahout  them.  Indeed  I  com  hardly  bear  to  think  of 
them.  In  the  eelection  of  these  mischiefs,  those  which  have 
the  most  recently  oppreseed  and  OTerpowered,  rather  than 
exercised,  the  shattered  remains  of  my  understanding,  are 
those  of  the  nayy  and  those  of  Ireland.  As  to  the  first,  I 
shall  say  nothing,  except  this,  that  you  muet  rememher  from 
the  moment  the  true  genius  of  this  French  revolution  began 
to  dawn,  upon  my  mind,  I  comprehended  what  it  would  be  in 
its  meridian ;  and  that  I  have  often  said,  that  I  should  dread 
niore  from  one  or  two  niaritime  provinces  iu  France,  Jn  which 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  that  revolution  were  established, 
than  from  the  old  French  monarchy  posseaaed  of  all  that  its 
ambition  ever  aspired  to  obtain ;  that  we  should  begin  to  be 
infected  in  the  first  Nidus  and  hot-bed  of  their  infection,  the 
subordinate  parts  of  our  military  force,  and  that  I  should  not 
be  surprised  at  seeing  a  French  convoyed  by  a  Britiah  navy 
to  an  attack  upon  this  kingdom.  I  think  you  must  remem- 
ber the  thing  and  the  phraae.  I  trust  in  God  that  these 
mutineera  may  not  aa  yet  have  imbrued  their  hands  deeply 
in  blood.  If  they  have,  we  must  expect  the  worst  that  can 
happen.  Alaa  1  for  the  miachiefs  that  are  done  by  the  newa- 
papers,  and  by  the  imbecility  of  the  ministera,  who  neither 
reiuae  nor  modify  any  concession,  nor  execute  with  prompti- 
tude the  resolutions  they  take  through  fear ;  but  are  hesi- 
tating and  backward,  even  in  their  measures  of  retreat  and 
—  jht:  in  truth,  they  know  nothing  of  the  manceuvre  either 

advance  or  retreat. 

The  other  affair,  hardly  leas  perplexing,  nor  much  leas  in» 
■tantly  urging,  is  that  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  here,  and  he  spoke  sometliing,  though 
indietinctly  and  confiasedly,  of  a  strong  desire  that  be  aup- 
poaed  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  have  for  a  reconciliation  with 
Lord  FItzvrilliam.  'Whether  this  is  mere  loose  talk,  such  as 
I  have  uniformly  heard  from  the  day  of  the  fatal  rupture,  ia 
more  than  I  know.  My  answer  was,  that  while  the  cauae  of 
Aia  calamitous  rupture  woa  yet  in  its  operadon,  I  had  dons 
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everything  wUich  a  man  like  nie  could  do  to  prevent  it  aod 
its  eti'ects,  but  that  now  the  question  was  not  what  should 
reconcile  tha  Uiike  to  Lord  1'.,  but  what  would  reconnle 
Ireland  to  England.  This  was  very  near  the  wLoIe  of  our 
conversation.  Ton  know  he  does  not  see  very  tar,  nor  com- 
bine very  much.  I  have  had  a  hint  from  another  quarter, 
not  indeed  very  direct,  to  know  whether  it  was  my  opinion 
that  a  concession  to  the  Irish  Catholics  would  quiet  that 
country.  To  this  I  have  given  no  answer,  because  at  1^ 
moment  I  am  utterly  incapable  of  giving  any,  the  least  dis- 
tinct. Three  months  ago,  perhaps  even  two  months  ago,  I 
can  say  with  eonfldenee,  notwithstanding  the  hand  irom 
which  it  would  be  oflered,  it  would  have  prevented  the  di»- 
contents  from  running  into  one  mass ;  even  if  the  compliance 
had  been  decently  evaded,  and  future  hopes  held  out,  I  think 
these  miEchiefa  would  not  have  happened ;  but  in^ad  of 
this,  everymeasure  has  been  used  that  could  poaaibly  tend  to 
irritation.  The  rejection  of  the  Memorial  was  abrupt,  final, 
and  without  any  temperament  whatsoever.  The  apeechea  in 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Ireland  were  in  the  same  strain;  and 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  ministers  put  forward  a 
wretched  brawler,  one  Duigenan,  of  your  profession,  to  attack 
Mr,  Foi,  though  they  knew  that,  as  a  British  member  of 
parliament,  he  was  by  them  invulnerable ;  but  their  great 
object  waa  to  get  him  to  rail  at  the  whole  body  of  Catholics 
and  Dissenters  in  Ireland  in  the  most  foul  and  unmeasured 
language.  This  brought  on,  aa  they  might  well  have  expect- 
ed, from  Mr.  Qrattan  one  of  the  most  animated  philippics 
which  he  ever  yet  delivered,  against  their  government  and 
parliament. 

It  was  a  speech  the  best  calculated  that  could  be  conceived 
further  to  inilame  the  irritation  which  the  Castle-brawler" i 
long  harangue  must  necessarily  have  produced.  As  to  Mr. 
Fox,  he  had  all  the  honour  of  the  day,  because  the  invective 
against  him  waa  stupid,  and  from  a  man  of  no  authority  or 
weight  whatsoever ;  and  the  panegyric  which  wib  opposed 
to  it  was  iiili  of  eloquence,  ana  from  a  great  name.  Tne  At- 
torney-General in  wishing  the  motion  withdrawn,  as  I  under- 
stand, did  by  no  mcona  discountenance  the  principle  upou 
which  it  was  made,  nor  disown  the  attack  which  was  made, 
in  ft  naouer,  upon,  the  whole  people  of  Ireland.      Xhe  &e^ 
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citor-G-encral  went  the  full  length  of  Bupporting  it.  Instead 
of  endeavouring  to  widen  the  narrow  bottom  upon  which 
they  stand,  they  make  it  their  policy  to  render  it  every  day 
more  narrow.  In  the  parliajnent  of  Great  Britain,  Lord 
Grenville's  speech  turned  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  against 
themselves.  He  argued,  from  that  zeal  and  loyalty  th^ 
manifeBted,  their  want  of  a  sense  of  any  grievance.  This 
Bpeech,  though  prohably  well  intended,  was  the  most  indis* 
creet  and  mischievous  of  the  whole.  People  do  not  like  to  be 
put  into  practical  dilemmas.  If  the  people  are  turbulent  and 
riotous,  nothing  is  to  be  done  for  them,  on  account  of  their 
evil  dispositions.  If  they  are  obedient  and  loyal,  nothing  ii 
to  be  done  for  them,  because  their  being  qiiiet  and  contented 
is  a  proof  that  they  feel  no  grievance.  I  know  that  this  de- 
claration has  bad  its  natural  effect,  and  that  in  several  places 
the  Catholics  think  themselves  caJled  upon  to  deny  the  in- 
ference made  by  miniaters  &om  their  good  conduct.  It 
aeems  to  them  a  great  iosult  to  convert  their  resolution  to 
support  the  king's  government  into  an  approbation  oi  the 
conduct  of  those  who  make  it  the  foundation  of  their  credit 
and  authority  that  they  are  the  eoemies  of  their  description. 
I  Bend  you  two  eitracta  of  letters,  for  Lord  Fitzwilliam'a 
and  your  information,  from  intelhgent  and  well-informed 
people  in  Cork ;  *  and  one  of  them  from  a  gentleman  of  much 

•  Extract  of  a  LeUerfrom  Cork;  dated  May  3nf,  1797. 
.  ,  .  "  As  to  the  nffaiiB  of  Uiis  country,  I  neither  know  wliat  to  lay  oc 
tliink  of  them ;  but  this  I  am  sorry  to  be  able  to  assure  you  of,  thnt  there 
is  a  very  great  and  general  change  in  the  minda  of  the  people  here,  brought 
abcnt  within  a  ahoit  period.  No  more  of  that  enlhuaiaam  of  loyalty  and 
detestation  of  French  principles,  which  prevailed  so  much  on  the  late 
alarms.  It  is  now  '  TAe  English  nnnisttr  and  goeemment  detest  poor 
Ireland,  and  viould  set  tia  to  cutting  one  another's  throats,  at  they  hav 
done  in  the  North,'  Ijc.  ^c.  In  short,  such  is  the  language  spoken  by 
every  man  almost  ynn  meet,  and  a  great  deal  worse.  Government's  in- 
giatitnde,  in  au  absolute  refusal  of  any  iiirther  boon  to  the  Catholics,  has 
roused  the  resentment  of  the  quietest  spirits  ;  and  the  severe  punishments 
iitflicted  in  some  places  on  the  militia,  for  going  to  mass,  instend  of  the 
Protestant  church,  is  siu^ly,  not  to  give  it  a  worse  appellation,  impoUlic 
fn  the  extreme." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Cork;  da,m,  May  ith,  1797. 
"By  the  Dablln  papers  you  wjli  see  what  is  going  on  (here.    We 
- lemedy  from  a  wretched  jtinto,  whi  are  involving  theii 
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Moaidention  and  influence  in  that  place.  These  will  let  yoB 
ne  Hie  effect  of  that  conduct  which  tends  to  unite  all  deacrip- 
tints  c€  peraons  in  the  South,  in  the  same  spirit  of  discontent 
and  in  the  same  bonda  of  sedition  with  tbose  of  the  North, 
As  &r  aa  I  can  find,  no  part  of  the  army  in  Ireland  is 
tainted  with  the  general  spirit ;  but  under  a  general  discon- 
tent it  is  impossible  it  should  long  continue  sound ;  and  eTen 
if  it  did,  it  IB  aa  impossible  that  such  a  country  can  be  ruled 
bj  a  militai;  goTCrament,  even  if  there  were  no  enemy  abroad 
to  take  advantage  of  that  miserable  state  of  things. 

Now  suffer  me  to  throw  down  to  you  my  thoughts  of  what 
might  be  expected  under  the  existing  circumstances,  from  the 
■wve  grant  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  a  total  emancipation. 
nua  measure  I  hold  to  be  a  fundamental  part  in  any  plan  for 
^joieting  that  countrr  and  reconciling  it  to  this ;  but  you  are 
Weil  awue,  that  this  meafure,  like  every  other  measure  of  the 
kind,  must  depend  on  the  manner  ia  which  it  is  done,  the 
persons  who  do  it,  and  the  skill  and  judgment  with  which 
the  whole  is  conducted.  And  first,  my  clear  opinion  ia,  that 
aa  long  as  the  present  junto  continue  to  govern  Ireland, 
BQch  a  meoBure  into  which  they  must  manifeatiy  appear  to 

. A  leHer  from  >  mac  in  goTemmcnt  (vtumi  1 

ob)  to  Iw  Ineod  hfie  lunents  the  isfstuauoa  of  what  he 
CBM  IB*  I— IW  Mh'aif.  to  which  he  of  ihe  riterior  has  no  accesa.  The 
pnt  nuBiii(tnit  tlwie  (iTe  us  some  hopes  of  their  filling  up  Ihe  meisnn 
of  Aor  inif  oiliBi  belbre  it  is  too  l«e  la  save  us.  1'hal  inltrior  c&biDet 
■mM  ban  tftoked  up  eiei?  chumel  of  communicalion  lo  the  king,  oi 
w*  amr  axM  be  •bAodoned  to  the  ailtuHioii  we  are  now  in.  The  swear- 
iaf  hM  Racbad  (o  Cubtxi; ;  and  it  is  svi  u>  baTe  got  into  Blackpool, 
Wbhl  it  koown  to  be  the  most  Protestant  sabmb  oC  this  citf.  Bi^ 
fyOctatat  «ai  ob%ed  to  Bt  Tor  bis  aposlleahip,  and  bis  stenard  woold 
k**«  b^  piobabhf  ooOTiclFd  at  the  as»ie«,  had  he  not  put  off  his  tiial. 
TW  BJBds  <if  maa  an  much  changed  snce  Christmas.  The  golden  op- 
VDitimilf  via  loot  lo  gOTenmenl,  of  assuming  the  whole  merit  of  giaul- 
M  iibat  is  caHaiBl  J  hot  a  small  boon. 

'  It  must  cone  in  spile  ofasccDdanrv,  with  many  other  refonna  tbron^ 
mt7  di^wlHUt,  otbenrise  Ihe  roundaiioa  will  be  undermined.  Tba 
lUkft  t>lka  an  hard  at  work  lo  increase  them,  and  as  oreibeaiing  aa  erer. 
It  is  astwdAine  baw  ibe  inlerest  of  the  moment  can  blind  them.  BU 
VMtl  some  cooinntalioD  takes  place,  the  counlty  never  can  be  qnieL 

"  Tithca  will  erei  be  oue  of  ihe  most  powtrful  weapons  a  demagcgut. 
ran  wirld.  On  Ihe  wliole  it  appears  to  me  that  Ihe  minds  of  men  are  M 
healed,  thai  nothing  but  Ihe  iorrart  of  revolution  can  cool  them.  Hanj 
WMb  Ar  iha  sxpetiMau,  and  to  fly  to  ilia  they  know  not  oC" 
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bo  reluctMitly  driven,  never  can  produce  the  effects  propoaei 
by  it,  because  it  is  impossible  to  persuade  the  people  that,  as 
long  aa  they  gOTern,  they  will  not  have  both  the  power  and 
ineliDatioii  totally  to  frustrate  the  eflect  of  this  new  arrange- 
ment,  ae  they  have  done  that  of  all  the  former. 

Indeed  it  will  appear  astonishing  that  these  men  should 
be  kept  in  the  sole  monopoly  of  all  power,  upoa  the  sole 
merit  of  their  resiatance  to  the  Catholic  claims,  as  inconsist- 
ent with  the  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  yet  at  the 
lame  time  to.  see  those  claims  admitted,  and  the  pretended 
principle  of  the  connesion  of  the  two  countries  abandoned, 
to  preserve  to  the  same  persons  the  same  monopoly.  By 
this  it  would  appear  that  the  subject  is  either  to  be  relieved 
or  not ;  and  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  abandoned  or 
maintained,  just  as  it  may  answer  the  purposes  of  a  faction 
of  three  or  four  individuals.  But  if  that  junto  was  thrown 
out  to-morrow,  along  with  their  measure,  government  has 
proceeded  in  such  a,  manner,  and  committed  so  many  [things] 
in  violent  declarations  on  this  sulrject,  that  a  complete  eman- 
cipation  would  no  longer  pass  with  its  former  facility,  and  a 
etrang  ferment  would  be  excited  in  the  church  party,  who, 
though  but  few  in  numbers,  have  in  their  bands  most  of  the 
ultimate  and  superior  property  of  the  kingdom.  These  dif- 
ficulties appear  to  me  to  be  great.  Certain  it  is,  that  if  they 
were  removed,  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  must  be  taken 
into  their  places,  and  become  the  object  of  confidence  to  an 
English  government.  They  are  to  a  man  pledged  for  some 
iJteration  in  the  constitution  of  parliament.  If  they  made 
no  such  alteration,  they  would  lose  the  weight  which  they 
have,  and  which  is  necessary  to  quiet  the  country.  If,  ou 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  attempt  a  change  upon  any  of 
the  plana  of  moderation  which  I  hear  they  have  adopted, 
they  would  be  as  far  irom  satisfying  the  demands  of  the  es- 
travagMit  people,  whom  they  mean  to  comply  with,  as  they 
would  be  m  preserving  the  actual  constitution  which  was 
fabricated  in  1614.  The  second  infallible  consequence  would 
be,  that  if  a  revolution  of  this  kind  (for  it  would  be  a  revo- 
lution) were  accomplished  in  Ireland,  though  the  grounds 
are  a  little  difierent,  yet  the  principle  is  so  much  the  same, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  long  to  resist  an  alteration  of  the 
same  kind  on  this  side  of  the  water ;  and  I  never  have  doubU 


ed  Buice  I  Mine  to  the  years  of  discretion,  nor  eiep  en 
doubt,  that  such  chnngcs  in  this  kingdom  would  be  preliok 
iaary  atetia  to  our  utter  ruin  ;  but  if  I  considered  them  la 
such  at  all  times,  what  must  they  appear  to  me  at  a  mora^ 
like  the  present  ?  I  see  no  vay  of  settlinc;  these  kiogdoma 
but  by  a  great  change  in  the  superior  ^veniinent  here.  If 
the  present  administration  is  removed,  it  is  manifest  to  me, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  liord  Guildford,  and  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  Lord  Lansdowne,  all,  or  moat 
of  them,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Foi, 
will  be  the  sole  option ;  that  if  they  took  in  the  Duke  ol 
Portland,  they  must  take  him  in,  at  best,  in  the  state  of  utter 
insignificance  in  which  unfortunately  he  now  stands.  That 
they  would  gladly  take  in  my  Lord  Fitzwilliam  I  have  no 
question ;  but  I  am  sure  he  would  have  no  support,  and 
never  would  be  suffered  to  play  any  principal  part,  as  long 
as  he  holds  the  maxima  and  ia  animated  by  the  aeutimenta 
for  which,  as  a  statesman,  wo  value  him.  He  certainly  would 
be  best  ia  Ireland,  but  I  am  very  &r  from  being  sure  that  bis 
connexions  there  would  look  up  to  him  with  the  some  simple 
and  undivided  affection  which  they  formerly  did ;  and  I  am 
equally  uncertain  whether  he  would  leave  behind  him  a  min- 
istry which,  iu  the  mass,  would  be  better  disposed  to  kis 
aunport  than  those  who  had  formerly  betrayed  him.  Be- 
sides, I  cannot  look  without  horror  upon  his  being  conjoined 
(and  possibly  found  in  a  new  reign  in  such  a  conjunction) 
with  a  ministry  who  have  spared  no  paina  to  prove  thdr  in- 
diffcronce,  at  least,  to  the  local  honour  and  interest  of  tbeir 
country,  or  to  the  Keneral  liberty  of  Europe ;  and,  indeed, 
who  have  wished  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  any  mind,  that  it  is  | 
their  ambition  to  act  in  this  countiy  as  a  subordinate  depart-  ( 
ment  to  the  Directory  of  the  French  Eepublic.  I  see  no  rav  , 
of  hope  but  ia  some  sort  of  coalition  between  the  heads  of 
the  factious  who  now  distract  us,  formed  upon  a  sense  of  the  1 
public  danger.  But  unfortunately  their  animosity  towards 
each  other  grows  with  the  danger.  I  confess  that  if  no  sudi  . 
coalition  is  made,  and  yet  that  a  change  should  take  place,  1  | 
•M  in  the  present  ministry  and  ita  partisans  an  opposition  j 
ikr  more  tormidsbte  than'that  which  we  have  at  present; 
•nd  that  after  a  while,  at  least,  their  principles  and  their 
nodes  of  proceeding  Vill  not  be  found  very  differeat  from 


» 


LliTTEBa.  SXT 

those  of  the  present  opposition.  I  must  add,  since  I  am 
openiug  my  mmd  so  much  at  large,  that  when  I  look  at  the 
SMte  of  the  civil  list  in  Great  Britain,  which  I  have  reason 
to  know  and  feel  to  be  full  two  years  in  debt  to  most  of  the 
departments,  1  see  no  means  of  carrying  on  government  upoa 
anything  like  a  hroad  bottom,  even  officially ;  to  say  nothing 
of  the  necessary  accommodation  to  those  expectants  who  will 
look  to  come  forward  with  advantage,  or  to  retire  without 
marks  of  disgrace  ;  and  both  parties  have  emulously  concur- 
red in  cutting  off  all  those  eitraneous  means  of  accommoda- 
tion which  might  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  civil  list  re- 
Bources.  In  Ireland  things  are  yet  worse.  They  have  seized 
upon  all  the  means  of  government,  in  order  to  accommodate 
one  family  and  its  dependencies ;  and  they  have  so  squan- 
idered  away  every  resource,  under  the  pretence  of  providing 
a  home  defence,  that  not  only  is  Ireland  unable  to  form  a 
system  of  comprehension,  but  England  will  soon  find  itself 
unable  to  supply  that  kingdom  with  the  means  of  its  ordinary 
existence.  To  whatever  point  of  the  compass  I  turn  my  eyes, 
I  see  nothing  hut  difficulty  and  disaster.  Tou  will  naturally 
Bay,  Why  therefore  do  you  reason  in  a  state  of  despair  P  I  do 
it,  that  Lord  FitzwiUiara  and  yourself  may  see  my  melan- 
choly reveries  in  this  deplorable  state  of  things.  The  very 
consideration  of  the  difficulties  vfhich  strike  me  may  suggest 
to  better  heads  than  mine  the  means  of  overconung  them. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  seen  Husaey's  Pastoral 
Letter.  It  is  written  with  eloquence  and  energy,  and  with, 
perhaps,  too  Httle  management  towards  the  uofortunate  sys- 
tem which  rules  in  Irelwid  at  present ;  but  it  is  the  product 
of  a  manly  mind,  strongly  impressed  with  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  his  hands  for  supporting  that  rehgion,  in  the  adminia* 
ttation  of  which  he  has  a  very  responsible  place,  and  which 
he  considers  as  in  the  commencement  of  a  new  persecution. 
It  is  therefore  no  wonder  that  he  recommends  an  adherence 
to  it  under  all  circumstances,  which  many  people,  animated 
by  a  contrary  party  zeal,  may  not  approve  ;  but  men  must  act 
according  to  their  situation,  and  for  one  I  am  of  opinion  that 
better  to  have  a  strong  party  zeal,  provided  it  is  bet- 
in  our  common  principles,  than  anything  resembling 
infidelity,  which  last  we  know,  hy  woeful  experience,  b  as 
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capable  of  religioua  per&ecution  at  any  sectarian  epint  can 
possibly  be. 

I  received  your  letter  of  yeeterday.  Notbing  can  eqiui 
the  precipitation  of  ministers  in  acceding  to  the  demands  of 
the  first  mutiny.  Nothing  but  want  of  foresight  can  be  al- 
leged in  favour  of  the  formalizing  delay  to  effectuate  tbe 
I  purpoBes  of  the  grant  which  had  been  extorted  from  their 
,  fears.  But  this  will  ever  be  the  ease  of  those  who  act  from 
no  principle  but  fear.  The  moment  that  is  over,  tbey  fall 
into  a  supine  security.  I  agree  with  you,  that  no  folly  ever 
equalled  their  attempt  to  beg  off  diacuasion  upon  this  sub- 
ject. They  ought  to  have  known  that  it  would  have  no 
other  effect  than  what  it  had,  which  was  to  provoke  and  in- 
flame the  discussion  they  had  so  childishly  sought  to  avoid; 
but  the  whole  is  the  result  of  that  meanness  of  spirit  which 
has  brought  on  all  oiu-  misfortunes,  and  rendered  all  our  re- 
sources fruitless. 

Delicacy  alone  has  been  the  sole  cause  of  my  silence  to 
Mr.  Windham  with  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ;  other- 
wise he  is  entitled  to  and  be  possesses  my  most  unreserved 
confidence.  I  ha?e  therefore  no  sort  of  difGculty  in  wishing 
him  to  know  my  thoughts  upon  that  subject.  They  will  not 
be  very  encouraging  to  him,  because  I  am  greatly  i^raid  that 
the  preposterous  method  [of]  beginning  with  force  and  end- 
ing with  concession  may  defeat  the  effect  of  both.  If  things 
had  been  in  their  natural  course,  I  should  certainly  have 
agreed  with  him.  No  concession  on  the  part  of  government 
ought  ever  to  be  made  without  such  a  demonstration  ot 
force  as  might  insure  it  against  contempt.  It  will  always 
be  a  matter  of  great  moment  in  whose  hands  the  force  to  be 
applied  in  domestic  disturbances  is  placed.  Never,  no,  never 
shall  I  be  persuaded  that  any  force  can  appear  otherwise 
than  as  odious,  and  more  odious  than  dreaded,  when  it  is 
known  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Lord  Carhampton.  I 
will  not  enter  into  all  the  particulars,  but  among  the  many 
mischievous  measures  lately  adopted,  his  nomination  to  the 
office  of  commander-in-chief  led  to  by  far  the  worst  conse- 
quences. 

When  I  am  openiug  my  mind  to  you,  I  must  add,  thai 
as  long  as  a  shallow,  hot-headed  puppy,  prnud  and  presump* 
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tuoua,  and  ill-behaved,  like  Mr.  Cooke,  bai  the  chief  or  any 
credit  at  the  Castle,  or  with  ministry  here,  I  can  expect  no 
■oit  of  good  irotn  anything  that  can  be  done  in  parh^uent. 
"Wlien  we  talk  of  giving  way  to  Mr.  &rattan  and  the  Pon- 
Bonly-a,  I  suppose  it  is  meant  that  they  should  he  taken  into 
the  Irish  mmistry  ;  else  to  give  them  a  triumpli,  and  at  the 
Bame  time  to  leave  them  in  a  state  of  discontent  and  dissaHB- 
&ction,  if  we  consider  the  interest  of  government  as  govern- 
ment, is  to  act  against  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  common 
Bense.  Adieu.  I  may  truly  say  with  Addisoa'a  Cato,  "  I 
am  weary  of  conjecture."  I  will  Dot  add  with  him,  that 
"this  must  end  them."  But  they  must  soon  he  ended  by 
the  Master  of  the  drama,  to  whose  will,  pray  with  me,  that 
we  may  be  all,  in  ail  things,  suhmissive. — Do  n't  forget  to 
Bend  me  the  Report  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  if  you  can  get  it ;  though  I  do  not  know 
why  I  am  aasious  about  it,  because  as  a  nation  our  fate  seema 
decided,  and  we  perish  with  all  the  material  means  of  strength 
that  ever  nation  has  posseesed,  by  a  poverty  and  imbeciE^ 
of  mind  which  has  no  esample,  I  am  sure,  and  could  have  H' 
excuse  evcai  in  the  weakest.  Adieu,  adieu. 
„  Tours  ever, 
^  E.  B. 

W^  TO  DB.  LATTBEKCE. 

Mt  dsab  Laubebci!,  Beaconsfield,  1st  June,  1797. 

It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  describe  to  you  the  state  of 
Xord  Fitzwilliam's  mind.  Indeed  the  condition  of  all  affairs,  of 
Irish  affairs  in  particular,  especially  as  they  relate  to  him, 
both  as  a  man  and  as  a  statesman,  are  enough  to  perplex  a  very 
clear  understanding,  such  as,  in  truth,  hts  understanding  na- 
turally is ;  but  independently  of  these  difficulties,  which  I  feel 
to  press  equally  upon  any  judgment  of  my  own,  he  has  those 
which  result  from  his  own  passions,  from  a  strong  predilec- 
tion to  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  this  side  of  the  water,  and  a 
Btill  stronger  with  regard  to  Mr.  William  Ponsonby  on  the 
other  side.  As  to  Mr.  PonBonhy,  he  seems  to  he  guided  by 
nothing  but  hia  passions.  He  is  by  his  natural  temper,  per- 
liapB,  the  most  vehemently  irritable  and  habitually  irritated 
of  any  person  whom  I  have  ever  heard  of— I  mean  of  a 
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conversant  with  public  atFaira ;  and  he  is  even  y 
in  deliberutiou  aud  council  tbun  he  is  in  debate, 
william  has  not  odIj  bia  predilections,  but  h 
too  much  80  in  my  opinion,  though  very  naturally  and  very 
excusably,  by  a  rooted  animosity  agoinet  Mr.  Pitt,  aud,  in- 
deed what  he  Lae  not  in  pBTticuiar  to  hiniBelf,  an  incurable 
suspicion  of  bia  sincerity.  If  his  predilections  bad  been 
returned  by  any  correBpoiident  degree  of  attachment  or  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  or  Mr.  Orattan,  I 
ihould  not  be  inclined  to  blame  the  confidence  which  he  has 
in  them,  becnuae,  independently  of  their  conduct  (under 
great  provocations,  I  admit),  they  are,  especially  the  latter, 
men  of  integrity  and  public  spirit ;  but  they  not  only  do  not 
act  in  confidence  or  in  concCTt  with  Lord  FitzwiDiam,  but 
they  are  actually  engaged  in  personal  conneiiou,  and  com- 
bined in  public  arrangementH,  in  a  manner  that  would  vir- 
tually eielude  my  Lord  Fitzwilliam  as  much  from  all  in- 
fluence and  direction  in  public  afiiurs  aa  Mr.  Pitt  does,  or 
possibly  can  do.  It  is  plain  that  Ponsonby  has  concerted  the 
infemBl  plan  of  what  he  calls  Parliamentary  Kefonn,  with 
the  opposition  here,  and  eminently  with  his  son-in-law.  Mi. 
Grey,  with  whom  he  is  connected  full  as  much  by  polities  aa 
he  is  by  femily  ties.  Lord  FitzwiUiam  sees  this  Parliament. 
ary  Bieform,  thus  pushed  in  concert  by  the  opposition  in 
both  kingdoms,  exactly  in  the  same  light  which  yon  and  I  do, 
and  yet  without  regard  to  the  dreadful  consequences  which 
he  foresees  from  this  measure,  and  without  regard  to  the  total, 
at  least  temporary,  alienation  of  those  people  from  hia  confi- 
dence, his  connexion,  and  hia  principles.  I  plainly  perceive 
that,  if  be  was  consulted,  he  would  advise  to  throw  every, 
thing  into  their  hands.  If  I  am  asked  what  I  would  myself 
advise  iu  auch  a  case,  I  should  certainly  advise  the  same,  but 
with  this  temperament  and  espreas  previous  condition,  that 
they  renewed  their  confidence  in  Lord  FitzwiUiam,  whom  I 
hold  to  be  the  only  person  to  settle  Ireland ;  and  that  they 
give  him  some  assurance  as  a  man,  a  gentleman,  and  a  friend, 
tbat  they  will  be  practicable  about  their  schemes  of  changing 
the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  that 
they  will  deaist  from  the  scheme  of  an  absentee  tax,  which 
in  its  principle  goes  more  to  the  disconnexion  of  the  two 
kingdoms  than  anything  which  is  proposed  I      "      "  -  * 
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ihoen.     Aa  to  Mr.   Grattan's  other  project,  of  laying 

.r  taies  upon  EngUsh  coinmoditieB,  and  the  printiplo 

'■tipon  which  he  propoaea  it, — namely,  that  England  is  a 
foreign  and  a  bos^e  kingdom  and  adTerse  in  interest, 
[it]  is,  I  think,  a  meaaure  he  would  hardly  persevere  in. 
I  think  the  difficulty  of  the  ease  is  eitreme,  when  you 
eonaidor  the  mihtary  government  established  on  the  one 
luuid,  and  the  wild  democratic  representation  proposed 
H  its  cure  [on]  the  other.  If  Lord  EitzwiUiam  cannot 
be  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a  thing  to  which  be  never  would 
consent,  and  indeed  in  prudence  ought  not  to  do,  leaving 
an  adverse  cabinet  behind  him,  and  if  that  adverse  cabi- 
net be,  aa  it  is,  full  as  little  disposed  to  trust  to  him  as 
he  is  to  rely  upon  it,  the  only  way  in  which  be  can  be 
•erviceable  ia  iu  a  mediatorial  capacity ;  and  thia  ofSce  of 
a  mediator  he  certainly  cannot  perform  in  the  temper  he  ia 
in  at  present.  I  have  entered  mto  a  very  great  detail  with 
him,  perhaps  into  too  great  a  detail,  upon  all  those  points, 
not  being  quite  sure  that  I  should  live  to  converse  with  him 
again  upon  the  subject ;  yet  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  poured 
too  much  into  a  mind  in  itself  over  aniioua  and  over  full. 
He  does  not  like,  nor  indeed  do  I  much,  the  manner  in 
which  he  seems  to  be  indirectly  and  without  the  least  confi- 
dence conaulted  about  a  particular  member  of  au  arrange- 
ment, I  mean  that  of  namin?  your  namesake,  Judge  Law- 
rence, to  be  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  It  is  plain  that  they 
mean  aome  change  to  satisfy  the  people,  but  not  eBsentially 
to  alter  their  system,  or  to  bring  in  any  man  whose  local 
weight  and  authority  might  counterbalance  that  of  Lord 
Clare  and  his  faction,  or  prove  a  gratification  to  any  de- 
ioription  of  the  people,  or  to  facilitate  any  general  arrange- 
ment ;  and  they  aeem  to  want  a  sort  of  sanction  from  Lord 
TitzwiUiam,  with  regard  to  a  single  member  of  some  system 
with  which  he  is  wholly  unacquainted.  The  thing  waa  first 
suggested  to  him  by  Lord  Carlisle,  and  "Woodfordln  a  letter 
to  me  made  the  same  suggestion,  to  be  commuuicated  to  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  as  from  Mr.  Windham.    He  was  naturally  much 

I  against  giving  any  opinion  on  the  subject ;  for  which  he 
gave  many  good  reasons ;  but  he  waa  so  hurt  at  those  uu- 
Confidential  confidences,  that  he  was  for  some  time  unwilling 
tttat  I  should  communicate  his  reaaona  for  declining 


optnioa  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  "Woodford's  communication. 
However,  I  persuaded  him  to  let  me  do  it,  as  I  am  sure  that, 
guarding  himeelf  by  a  prudent  suspicion,  he  ought  to  be  u 
open  to  hear  ae  cautious  to  determine  upon  any  matter 
relative  to  Ireland.  This  is  all  with  which  1  have  to  trouble 
you  at  present. 

As  to  the  state  of  my  body  since  my  return,  I  cannot  help 
smiling  at  the  thought  of  Woodford's  seeing  it  in  so  gay  a 
point  of  view;  for  I  am  sure  if  I  should  live  to  see  you,  you  will 
rather  think  me  a  man  dug  out  of  the  grave  than  as  a  man 
going,  as  I  am,  into  it.  I  am  infinitely  weaker  than  when  I 
left  this,  and  far  more  emacbted.  "  PaUor  in  ore  sedet, 
raacies  in  corpore  toto."  I  look  like  Ovid's  Envy,  but,  thank 
God,  without  much  envying  any  ooe ;  and  certainly  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  envied,  eicept  by  those  who  prognosticate 
the  dreadful  evila  of  every  kind  which  are  iinpendine 
over  us.  Adieu.  Mrs.  Burke  salutes  you  cordially;  and 
believe  me 

Ever  youra, 

E.  B. 

P.  8.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  have  seen  and  conversed, 
though  not  enough,  with  I>r.  Hussej^;  but  this  I  know, 
that  he  has  stated  facts  eufBcient  to  justify  almost  every- 
thing which  might  have  been  considered  aa  indiscreet  in  faia 
pastoral  letter. 


TO   THOMAS   EEOQH,  ESQ.,    E>BAT'S-IKN   GOFFEK-BOirsX. 

8iB,  Beaconsfield,  17th  Nov.,  1796. 

I  am  so  much  out  of  the  world,  that  I  am  not  sur- 
prised every  one  should  be  ignorant  of,  aa  he  is  uninterested 
in,  the  state  of  my  health,  my  habits  of  life,  or  anything  else 
that  belongs  to  me. 

Tour  obliging  letter  of  the  20th  of  July  was  delivered  to 
me  at  Bath,  to  which  place  I  was  driven  by  urgent  necessity, 
as  mjr  only  chance  of  preserving  a  life  which  did  not  then 
promise  a  month's  duration.  I  was  directed  to  suspend  all 
application  to  husinesa,  even  to  the  writing  of  a  common  let- 
ter; as  it  was  thought  that  I  had  suffered  by  some  such  ap- 
jdicatiou,  and  by  the  attendant  anxiety,  before  and  about  thkt 


time,  I  returned  from  Bath  not  well,  but  mucb  reeovered 
from  the  state  in  which  I  had  been ;  and  I  continued  in  the 
Bame  condition  of  convalescence  for  a  month  or  aix  weeka 
longer.  Soon  after  I  began  gradually  to  deciine,  and  at  this 
moment  1  do  not  findrnjaelfyery  materially  better  or  stronger 
than  when  I  was  sent  to  Bath. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  o 
letter,  of  conveying  anything  from  n 
thought  you  had  known  that  I  have  no  kind  of  corrceponf- 
ence  or  communication  with  that  country,  and  that  for  a  good 
while  I  had  not  taken  any  part  whatsoever  in  its  affairs.  I 
believe  you  must  have  observed  when  last  I  had  the  honour 
of  Heeing  you  in  London,  how  little  any  opinions  of  mine  are 
likely  to  prevail  with  persons  in  power  here,  even  with  those 
with  whom  I  had  formerly  a  long  and  intimate  connexion. 
I  never  see  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  except  one  gen- 
tleman, who,  Irom  mere  compassion,  has  paid  me  some  visits 
in  this  my  retreat,  and  has  endeavoured  by  his  generous  sym- 
pathy to  soothe  my  pains  and  my  sorrows :  but  that  gentleman 
has  no  concern  in  Irish  affairs,  nor  is,  I  believe,  consulted 
about  them,  I  cannot  conceive  how  you  or  anybody  can 
think  that  any  sentiments  of  mine  are  called  for,  or  even  ad- 
mitted, when  it  is  notorious  that  there  is  nothing  at  home 
or  abroad,  in  war  or  in  peace,  that  I  have  the  good  fortune 
to  be  at  all  pleased  with.  I  ought  to  presume  that  they  who 
have  a  great  public  trust,  who  are  of  distinguished  abilities, 
and  who  are  m  the  vigour  of  their  life,  bekold  things  in  a 
juster  point  of  view  than  I  am  able  to  see  them,  however  my 
■elf-partiality  may  make  me  too  tenacious  of  my  own  opinion. 
1  am  in  no  degree  of  confidence  with  the  great  leader  either 
of  ministry  or  opposition. 

In  a  general  way,  I  am  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
distracted  state  of  Ireland,  and  with  the  designs  of  the  pub- 
lic enemy  pointed  at  that  kingdom.  I  have  my  own  thoughts 
upon  the  causes  of  those  evils.  Tou  do  me  justice  in  saying, 
in  your  letter  of  July,  that  I  am  a  true  Irishman.  Con- 
sidering as  I  do  England  as  my  country,  of  long  habit,  of  ob- 
ligation, and  of  establishment,  and  that  my  primary  duties 
are  hers,  I  cannot  conceive  how  a  man  can  be  a  genuine 
Englishman,  without  being  at  the  same  time  a  true  Irishman, 
though  fortune  ahould  have  made  his  birth  on  this  side  of  tha 
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Ae  Bane  ventiineDts  oaght  to  be  reuiprocal 
<rf  IieUnd,  and  if  possible  with  mach  atFonger 
■d  cmnnot  be  aepanted  cme  mommt  &om  Eng> 
__  ioBBg  ereij  aouice  of  her  presect  prosperity, 
bopft  of  her  {atare.  I  am  tctj  much  afflicted, 
4Mly  and  hMeAj  afflicted,  to  aee  that  a  very  email  faction 
m  bcbnd  dtoald  anogate  it  to  itaelf  to  be  the  whole  of  that 
giuA  kii^d(»i ;  I  am  more  afflicted  in  seeing  that  a  very 
■unto  part  o£  that  amall  faction  ahoold  be  able  to  persuade 
tttf  penoa  here,  tliat  on  the  aapport  of  their  power  the  con- 
of  the  two  kingdoms  easentiatlj'  depends.  This 
error,  if  peraerered  in  (aa  I  am  afraid  it  will),  must 
_  lish  the  ruin  of  both  countries  At  the  same  time  I 
BiHt  aa  bitt«riy  regret,  that  any  persona  who  suffer  by  the 
pradoounanee  m  tluit  corrupt  &«ginent  of  a  faction  should 
totallj  «"i«t»t»»  the  cause  of  their  evils,  as  well  as  their  re- 
B«fy;  ifananedj  can  be  at  all  looked  for;  which  I  confess 
I  MB  not  sangoiae  enough  to  expect  in  any  event,  or  from  the 
eacatiaoB  of  anj  person ;  and  least  of  all  bom  exertions  of 
niBOi  efcn  if  I  dm  either  bealUi  or  prospect  of  life  commen- 
aoEBta  to  BO  difficult  an  undertaking.  I  say,  I  do  regret,  that 
tbe  eondnct  of  those  who  sufier  should  give  any  advantage  to 
tboae  who  are  resolved  to  t}'rannize.  I  do  believe  that  thii 
otmdoct  has  served  only  as  a  pretest  for  a^ravating  the  c^ 
lamitiea  of  that  party,  which,  though  superior  in  number,  is 
&wn  many  circumstiuices  much  inferior  in  force. 

I  believe  there  are  very  few  cases  which  will  justify  a  re- 
volt i^ainst  the  established  government  of  a  country,  let  its 
constitution  be  what  it  wUl,  and  even  though  its  abuses 
should  be  great  and  provoking ;  but  I  am  sure  there  ia  no 
case  in  which  it  is  justifiable,  either  to  conscience  or  to  pru- 
deni*,  ftp  Ktenaee  rrsislanee  when  there  ia  no  means  of  effect- 
ing it,  nor  perhaps  in  the  major  part  any  disposition.  You 
know  the  state  of  that  country  better  than  I  can  pretend  to 
do,  but  I  could  wish,  if  there  was  any  use  in  retrospect,  that 
those  menaces  had  been  forborne ;  because  they  have  caused 
a  real  alarm  in  some  weak  though  well-intentioned  minds; 
and  because  they  furnish  the  bold  and  crafty  with  pretences 
for  exciting  a  prosecution  of  a  much  more  fierce  and  terrible 
nature  than  I  ever  remember,  even  when  the  country  n 
'  T  ft  ^tem  of  laws  appareotly  less  &vourable  to  ita  ti 


i  to  ita  tim-     J 
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iquillity  and  good  government,  at  the  Haine  time  tLat  sober 
«iertion  has  lessened  io  the  esact  proportion  in  which  flashy 
menaces  increaaed.  PusiUauimity  (aa  often  it  does)  has  suc- 
ceeded to  rage  and  fury.  Against  all  reaBon,  experience,  and 
obaerration,  many  persona  in  Ireland  have  taken  it  into  their 
heads  that  the  influence  of  the  government  here  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  misdemeanour  of  persons  in  power  in  that 
country,  and  that  they  are  suffering  under  the  yoke  of  a  Brit- 
ish domination,  I  must  speak  the  truth — I  must  say,  that 
all  the  evils  of  Ireland  originate  within  itself;  that  it  is  the 
boundless  credit  which  ia  given  to  an  Irish  cabal  that  pro- 
duces whatever  mischiefs  both  countries  may  feel  in  their  re- 
lation. England  has  hardly  anything  to  do  with  Irish 
government.  I  heartily  wish  it  were  otherwise ;  but  the 
body  of  the  people  of  England,  even  the  most  active  poli- 
ticians, take  little  or  no  concern  in  the  affairs  of  Iremnd. 
They  are,  therefore,  by  the  minister  of  thia  country,  who 
fears  upon  that  account  no  responsibility  here,  and  who  shuns 
all  responsibility  in  Ireland,  abandoned  to  the  direction  of 
ihoae  who  aro  actually  in  possession  of  its  internal  govem- 
ment :  this  has  been  the  case  more  eminently  for  these  five 
or  sii  last  years ;  and  it  is  a  system,  if  it  deserves  that  name, 
not  likely  to  he  altered. 

I  conceive  that  the  last  disturbances,  and  tboee  the  most 
important,  and  which  have  the  deepest  root,  do  not  originate, 
nor  have  they  their  greatest  strength,  among  the  Catholics  : 
but  there  is,  and  ever  has  been,  a  atrong  republican  Protest- 
ant faction  in  Ireland,  which  has  persecuted  the  Catholics 
as  long  as  persecution  would  answer  their  purpose,  and  now 
the  same  faction  would  dupe  them  to  become  accomplices  in 
effectuating  the  aame  purposes  ;  and  thus  either  by  tyranny 
or  seduction  would  accomplish  their  ruin.  It  was  with 
grief  I  saw  last  year  with  the  Catholic  delegates  a  gentle- 
man, who  waa  not  of  their  religion,  or  united  to  them  in  any 
avowable  bond  of  a  public  interest,  acting  as  their  secretary, 
in  their  most  confidential  concerns.  I  afterwards  found 
that  this  gentleman's  name  waa  implicated  in  a  correspond- 
ence with  certain  Protestant  conspirators  and  traitors,  who 
are  acting  in  direct  conaeiion  with  the  encmiea  of  all  go- 
Temment  and  religion.  He  might  be  innocent ;  and  I  am 
Tefy  sure  that  those  who  employed  and  trusted  him  vera 


Mt  deak  Lord, 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  joar  good-natiireii  p 

tion  baa  had  its  full  effect,  and  that  Mr.  Etty  ia  parson 

Wliitchurch.     By  that  one  arrangenieiit  yotir  Loraship  has 

tbs  aatisfaction  of  making  several  people  happy :  the  pereon 

■^  the  living  not  the  lenat  ao.     Your  protigi  is 

to  a  very  pleasing  ^oung  woman,  the  daughter 

rgymaij  in  this  neighbourhood.  Without  this 
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haye  a,  considerable  degree  of  merit ;  and  tbey  feel  much 
gratitude  for  the  happiness  they  enjoy,  and  the  good  proyject 
which,  in  their  estiaate,  lies  before  them.  I  am  sure  I  am 
myself  estremely  obliged  to  you  on  this  occasion,  and  should 
tmnk  myself  much  to  blame,  if  1  neglected  to  make  you  my 
best  acknowledgments. 

"We  must  enjoy  those  transient  aatiafaetions  as  they  arise, 
without  inquiring  too  minutely  into  their  probable  duration, 
&od  knows  how  long  the  church  eBtabliahmeut,  on  ■which 
these  people  exist,  and  to  which  such  multitudes  are  now 
breeding  up,  is  likely  to  last.  But  whenever  that  goes,  it 
will  go  with,  everything  ebe. 

When  that  grand  period  will  arrive  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee 
with  exactness ;  but  there  are  plain  and  evident  marks  of  its 
approach,  I  do  n't  mean  that  they  appear  in  the  event  of 
tiQs  or  that  measure  (though  the  prospect  in  that  point  of 
yiew  is  gloomy  enough),  out  in  the  dispositions  of  men, 
which  prepare  bad  events  and  improve  accidental  misfortune 
into  systematic  ruin.  I  very  much  doubt  whether,  in  any 
country,  they  who  have  the  charge  of  us,  the  poor  flock,  are 
sufficiently  aware  of  the  giant-strides  with  which  the  great 
over-bearing  master-calamity  of  the  time  is  advancing  towarda 
118.  All  you,  the  great,  act  just  as  if  you  thought  a  thou- 
sand things  were  to  be  feared  or  pursued  for  their  own 
separate  sakes,  when,  iu  reality,  none  are  worth  notice,  other- 
wise than  as  they  tend  to  promote  or  resist  the  cause  of 
Jacobinism.  What  amazes  me,  even  to  consternation  and 
horror,  is,  that  people,  otherwise  of  the  very  best  under- 
Btandinga,  proceed  exactly  as  if  everything  stood  in  the 
situation  in  which  yon  and  I  saw  them  thirty  years  ago,  at 
a  time  when  very  great  errors  led  but  to  very  slight  conse- 

Suences;  and  not  as  they  are  now,  when  very  slight  mistakes 
mi  to  incalculable  evils.     Then  the  greatest  changes  which 
could  be  apprehended  could  very  little  affect  the  domestic 
happiness  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind ;— now  no  man's 
fireside  ia  safe  from  the  efiects  of  a  pobtical  revolution. 
I  confess  that  the  conversation  1  had  Avith  your  Lordship, 
(   when  you  were  kind  enough  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  this 
■    melancBoly  abode,  filled  me  with  no  small  uneasiness  at  that 
I    time  and  ever  since.     From  the  tenor  of  that  conversation 
1  collected,  that  if  the  minieti;  should  exiat  at  sU  in  tha 


Conn  it  had  lately  t«ken,  it  must  lose  for  erer  that  cement 
of  «>rdialitT,  of  ^operation,  and  of  unity  of  design  for 
which  alone  political  coalitiona  are  worth  pursuing  and 
framing. 

This  lUaunion  has  happened  at  the  time,  in  the  majuer,  siul 
on  the  subject  which  of  all  others  is  calculated  to  render  iC 
fatal.  We  see  our  wav  but  ill  before  ub!  1  thought  that  the 
reputation  and  the  permanence  of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration 
was  the  very  corner-stone  of  the  salration  of  Europe.  I 
thought  that  the  junction  lately  made  was  the  security  of 
tliat  angular  piece.  You  know  that  although  1  had  no  share 
in  the  executive  detail  (a  thing  for  which  I  have  little  capa- 
dty  and  no  lilting),  how  ardently  I  wished,  how  earnestly  I 
laboured  fur,  and  how  truly  I  rejoiced  in  the  late  arrange- 
ment.  But  would  to  God  it  had  never  been  made !  witlwut 
it  there  was  a  possibility  (in  truth,  no  more  than  a  pot- 
sibility)  of  avoiiUng  ruin.  But  now,  at  least  in  my  bosom, 
every  ray  of  hope  is  extinguished. 

I  know  that  many  of  those  who  considered  themselves  at 
Mr.  Pitt's  friends,  and  many  of  those  who  were  in  the  closest 
connexion  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  with  Lord  FJti- 
william,  were  against  the  late  coalition.  They  vfiU  neither 
of  them  be  sorry  to  see  them  kept  in  with  humiliation  anil 
mortification,  or,  what  one  set  of  them  will  like  better,  to  see 
them  kicked  out  with  disgrace.  But  their  rejoicing  will  be 
the  grief  of  a  late  posterity. 

"  The  child  will  rue,  that  ii  onboni,  the  homing  o{  thai  day." 

It  is  as  I  expected:  Lord  Fitzwilliam  is  not  to  go  to  Ireland. 
The  reason,  as  I  hear,  for  his  not  going  is  tSat  alone  for 
which  I  should  wish  him  to  go  at  all.  It  was  apprehended 
that  he  would  moke  some  changes  in  Ireland.  I  have  seen 
and  conversed  with  Lord  F.  upon  Ireland ;  though  not  at 
all  about  the  arrangements  ot  men,  nor  the  difficult  case 
which  has  since  occurred,  and  of  which  it  di  J  not  seem  to  rae 
that  Lord  F.  had  the  least  suspitnon.  He  desired  to  talk  to 
me,  as  to  a  man  of  some  knowledge  in  the  aftairs  of  Ireland, 
and  of  great  teal  and  eamcBtness  that  the  king's  business 
should  go  on  prosperously  in  that  kingdom,  and  at  this  time. 
1  gave  him  my  honest  opinions  (which  you  know,  as  well  as 
he  knows  them)  on  that  subject.  I  took  the  liberty,  even 
before  I  had  aeeaMm,8u&.GiaX^'^?aBQect  of  HutchinscHi'i 


death  (or  instantly  after  it,  I  forget  which),  tii  caution  him  I 
against  jobhing  away  the  two  ofBces  which  he  held,  particu-  ' 
Iwly  that  of  the  college.  Of  this  I  am  sure,  that,  before 
Hutchinson's  death,  I  wrote  to  Grattan  to  exert  himself  to 
prevent  that  seminary  of  the  church  of  Ireland  from  becom- 
ing a  matter  of  state  aecommodation  or  private  patronage. 
I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  long  letter  to  the  same 
effect.  Even  in  the  first  paroiyamB  of  grief,  under  the  heavy 
hand  of  God,  when  Windham's  kindness  broke  in  upon  me, 
finding  it  long  before  given  out  that  I  was  aolioiting,  and  in 
one  paper  it  being  asserted  that  I  bad  secured  it  to  myself 
I  spoke  and  wrote  my  mind  very  fully  to  him  against  thia 
radical  job,  which  struck  at  the  rising  generation,  and  poi^ 
aoned  public  principle  in  its  first  stamen — and  when  I  beard 
that  one  Dr.  Beanet,  not  content  with  his  bishopric,  was  so 
greedy  and  so  frantic,  at  this  time,  when  the  church  labours 
under  so  much  odium,  for  avarice,  aa  to  wish  to  rob  the  mem- 
"bers  of  its  seminary,  men  of  the  first  characters  in  learning 
and  morals,  of  their  legal  rights,  and  by  dispensation  to  grap- 
ple to  himself,  a  stranger  and  wholly  unacquainted  «ith  the 
body,  its  lucrative  provoatship  as  a  Commendam,  I  \\rote  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland  strongly  to  enforce  the  idea  I  oipi-ess- 
ed  to  your  Lordship  in  our  conversation,  and  before  to  him 
by  letter  against  unstatutable  nominations.  I  considered  a 
dispensation  to  be  to  the  statutes  only  as  equity  to  law  ;  and 
that  he,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  had  no  right  by  bis  arbitrary 
will  and  jileasure  to  recommend  a  violation  of  the  law,  and 
the  robbing  of  other  people  of  their  undoubted  rights. 
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AdrocatGB,  Imitudc  allowed  to,  vii. 
i'i. 

Affidavic,  of  Mr.  Hsatings,  viii.  321 ; 
a  delicale  one,  3^5,  347. 

AliBsueriu'  feasl,  vii.  31S. 

Akber,  Emperor,  conquera  Bengal, 
vii.  53. 

Ugien,  laconic  reply  of  ihe  Dey  of, 
vii.  18. 

All  IbroiiiRi  KbiUi,  Tiii.  ISL 

AlliLverdy  Khitu,  murdeis  bis  mas- 
ter, vii.  54  ;  ■tiocitiea  of,  vUi,  18. 

Allen,  Rnberc  Steere,  hia  letter  to 
Mr.  Juhnaon,  Tiii.  300. 

Aliniu  All  K.bbi,  ftdtniiiialralion  of, 


li.  393, 


Atmigll,  proceedings  in  the  counly 

ol.  viii.  5U0. 
Arii!H  uC  Rfljnh  Oobind  Ram,  to  Ibe 

Viiler,  viti.  129. 
Arilti,  or  pelilions,  viii.  SI. 
Aala,  tLa  govommnits  of.  vii.  104: 

thn    grMili>t  part  under   Malio- 

iiWui   rule,  IWii    morality   in, 


Aubrajr.  Sir  John,  vi 


.  4 17. 


Aumeeny,  or  commiiBioti,*iiLfli 
defined.  355. 

Aumila,  oppreasiona  of  the,  viii. 393. 

Avarice,  the  root  of  &U  evil,  viL  IK 
—128;  martyraoi;  188. 

Azopb  HI  Dowlflh,  son  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  hia  inaolettca  and  ra- 
pacity, viii.  21 ;  hia  propoeal  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  ti ;  hia  treaty  inth 
the  Company,  111  ;  his  power 
weakened,  112;  arrcar  of  aiibaidy 
due  from,  1 15 ;  b'.K^umea  a  vassal 
10  the  Company,  118  ;  ordered  lo 
Chunar,  158;  eruelupptesBioniaf, 
1'3 ;  visits  hia  mother,  234  ;  her 
letter  to  Mr.  Haatinga,  255;  let- 
ters from,  262  ;  his  esilmalion  oi 
hia  father's  family,  ib. ;  treaty  Id 
be  procured  from,  265  ;  letter  of. 
in  which  he  bewaila  hia  unhappy 
condition,  299 ;  his  extraordinarr 
,  his  recommend- 
otMiuiny  Bepum,  331 ;  snb- 
miu  lo  tho  control  of  Mr.  Hui- 
inga,  335. 

Bapon,  Lord,  demeanour  of,  vii.  467; 

sculeuco  passed  upon,  viii.  4-36, 
Bahar,  province  of,  sold  lo  ivicked 

men.  vii.  225. 
Bahaibond,  lemindary  of,  awitneM 

eiunined  reanecting,  vii.  230. 
B.ilfour,  Colonel,  report  of,  viii.  43 ; 

panicuktra  respecting,  45. 
Banyuna.  or  native  faclon,  vii.  33 ; 

their  tyranny  and  oppre«icii,  33 ; 


their  ali9)!ute   power  OTsr  Eu- 

disiiuclioaii  regudiiiK  Uiem,  35  ; 

those  of  CaJcutU,  13S  ;  their  po- 

miiioua  charavtet,  393  ;  Saima  let 

10,  1S3,  viii.  3b3. 
Barker,  Sir  Robert,  offer  made  to, 

Tili  dZ9. 
Bailow.  Mr.,  on  the  state  o(  trade 

in  India,  viii.  97. 
Barralch  and  Gorruckpore,  causes 

of  the  rebellion  in,  viii.  207. 
Barr#,  Colonel,  frauds  of,  vUi.  509. 
Barwell,  Mr.,  appolnlmeDt   or,  vii, 

141 ;  his  absence  rtom  the  Coun- 

ais. 

of  spitting  on  the, 

Bchetla,  apoisonous plant, Tii.lSS. 
;r  of  Captain  Gordon  to 
226 ;  her  friendly  dis- 
position, ib, ;  charges  against  her, 
.dilional   order  of   the 
Court  of  Directors  for  her  restor' 
her  remonstrance  at 
M  of  the  women,  273  ; 
her  sufferings,  274. 
Begnms,  ladiea  of  (he  aeraglio,  their 
lreasuresseized,Tili.lS4,258.2fr3. 
Behsr  All  Khfkn,  aeourged.Tiii  202. 
Behardre,  Nabob,  complaint  of,  viii. 

1261. 
Bt41t,  Mr.,  Seoretar;  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, viL  475;  commisaion  given 
to.  viii.  370. 
Bnurea,  slate  of,  in  the  time  of 
Cheit  Sing.  vii.  49  ;  on  the  sove- 
reignly of,  95.  484 ;  itii.  10 ;  pro- 
posal for  delivering  up  the  coun- 
ny,  22 ;  object  of  Mr.  Hastings  in 
going  there,  35 ;  rebellion  in,  40 ; 
levenue  of.  51.65;  anewsoTcteisn 
of,  53;  devoBlalions  in,  55 — 65; 
altered  slate  of,  SI ;  the  visit  of 
"  r.  Hastings  to,  88 ;  tyranny  ' 

r 


Bengal,  provinces  Ji,  vii.  4S  ;  caie 
of  the  traveller  in.  ib. ;  poner  of 
the  Arabs  in,  50 ;  the  Mahomedflti 
sovereigns  in,  ib. ;  its  oonqueat  by 
Akbar,  53;  soubahs  or  vioeroya 


pire  of,  li. ; 
British  dominion  in,  55 ;  ireflh 
revolution  in.  61 ;  accession  of 
Cossim  Ally  Cawn  to  the  throne 
of,  77 ;  ruinous  effects  of  trade 
in.  BO ;  effects  of  the  war  in,  B6 ; 
happy  settlement  of  its  govern- 
ment  by  Lord  Clive,  89  ;  landed 
property  in,  confiscated,  136  ;  re- 
venues of,  ib.  I  Blau  of  affairs  in, 
137  ;  ravages  in,  236 ;  famine  in, 
254,  310;  canaea  of  it,  25U ; 
abuses  in,  341]  three  distinct 
classes  of  people  in.  viii.  306;  op- 
pressions of  Mr.  Hastings  in,  30il; 
disposal  of  the  landed  tnteresu 
in,  352,  355  ;  the  Company's  '  ' 


I,  358; 


the  authority   of   Gunga  Gov 

Sing,  381. 
Bengal  Revenue  Consultations,  ex 

tract  from,  vii.  205. 
Benn,  Mr,,  succeeds  Mr.  Mnrkham, 

viii.  84;  his  reign,  87. 
Berar,   Rajah   of,  sum   of  money 

given  10,  vii.  370,  4;J3. 
Bidjigur,  fort  of,  Tiii.  27,   47 ;   the 

wives  and  family  of  Cheit  Sing 

in,  47;  plundered,  50. 
Bijaoaat,  Rajah  of  Dinageporc,  r<i. 

443. 
Bishops,  Ihe  lights  of  religion,  vii. 

230. 
Boiiagbroke's  Abridgment  of   the 

Iri^  Statutes,  viiL  501. 
Bonds,  called  for  by  Mr.  Hastings, 

vii.  372-^08. 
Boiey  Hogoobei  Dyall,  characler 

of.  viii.  77. 


of  the  president  at.  viii.  95;  de- 

eraelliea lo  Ihe.  191 ;  their  laws. 

gradation  of  the  people  in,  103, 

492. 

106. 

Bribcbroker,  an  extensive  one.viiL 

■Bweram  Pundit,  viii.  14;    letter 

3S3. 

from,  431-436. 

Bribery,   evils  of,   vii,   ISii— 184 

2»  » 
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orguuzed  sjslem  of,  135,  aU7, 
208  i  act  of  pritliunem  to  prc- 
tenl,  lb&,  359 ;  a  Dew  rabeme  uf, 
36S. 

BiibSB,  little  Imown  In  England, 
241 ;  elTecU  of,  Irum  the  eiaiu 
of  a  Gcneraor-General.  242  ;  "on 
the  receipt  of,  36b;  reauina  for 
concealing,  4U3. 

Bristol,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  viii. 
112  ;  tlie  resident  at  Onde,  115  ; 
bis  removal,  121,122;  tbe  Direct- 
ors order  him  to  be  re-ui«laled, 
123;  appointed  auperintendent  of 
political  affairs,  128;  reasoiu  aa- 
aigned  by  Mr.  Hastings  fur  bia 
recall  from  Lucknow,  129;  evi- 
dence of,  IbS  1  piiRDoers  released 
by,  204;  letter  oC,  ii.;  order  to, 
205;  bia  correapondBnee  wilb 
M^or  Gilpin,  2tj9 ;  bis  lellera 
to  the  Board,  289;  on  the  sad 
state  of  Oude,  292. 

Btown,   Major,  teatimonf  of, 


49 ;  the  lather  of  Cheit  Sing,  29 ; 
petition  from  bis  widow,  8t ;  cu" 
lirmed  in  bis  principality,  SB. 

Burgb,  William,  Esq.,  letter  of  1 
BurkB  to,  viii.  455. 

BuTEoyne,  General,  captirily  of,  vi 
4(iS;  Ms  character.  469. 

Burke,  Edmund,  letter  of  Mr.  Ro- 
chester to  Lord  Milton  on  his  life 
and  writings,  vii.  1 ;  hia  speeches 
on  the  impeachment  of  Warren 
Hastings,  4 ;  big  official  Bervinepi, 
5  ;  opens  the  piocuedings  in  tb'f 
House  of  Lords  on  the  triai  ut 
Warren  Hastings,  8 ;  explains  the 
part  taken  by  the  Commons,  9  ; 


his  re 


11,  21).  27 ;  on  the  affair;)  of  India 
12  ;  im  the  crimes  of  Mr.  Hi^t 
ings,  14;  takes  a  glance  at  lh< 
rising  mffnence  of  ^e  East  India 
Company,  20;  his  observations  on 
l^il  system  of  gDvemmeot,  24 ; 


leads  tb  2  com  m 
ation  of  Dehi  Sing,  1 74 ;  hisTarioui 
charges  against  Warren  Hastings, 
228;  his  obserralions  tliereon, 
229;  bis  remarks  on  reUgions 
worship,  232 ;  on  the  effects  of 
bribery,  242  ;  on  the  enormily  of 
the  corruptions  praelised  by  tke 


ir-Gener 


,  299; 


admonished 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  346 ; 
indulgence  claimed  by,  348  ;  liii 
apology,  350;  his  remarks  upon 
the  acconDta  of  Mr.  Larkins,  441 ; 
his  summary  of  the  charges  againM 
Mr.  Hastings,  447  ;  bis  report  to 
the  House  of  Commons  as  to  the 
procecdioga  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  451 ;  on  the  causes  of  the 
rebellion  in  Barratch,  viii.  207; 
on  lbs  conduct  of  Sir  Elijah  Ijn- 
pey,215;  on  Mi.  Haslmgs' Uenl- 
ment  of  the  Begums,  24S,  276; 
inlemipted  by  Mr.  Hastings,  251; 
his  reply  to  ibe  Lord  CbancellDTi 
282  ;  concludes  bis  address  to  th« 
Lords,  439;  his  letters  to  the 
Honourable  Gerard  Hamilton, 
442, 444  ;  to  Uie  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, 447^57;  to  Ailhar 
Young,  Esq.,  449;  to  Charie 
Townshend,  Esq.,  451  ;  to  i 
Pnission  gentleman,  452 ;  C 
William  Burgb,  Esq.,  455;  t 
John  Botirke.  Esq.,  463;  to  lb 
Earlof  Hillsborough,  465;  10  Dl 
Benjamin  Fnmklin,  468;  to  FU 
lip  Francis,  Esq.,  470 ;  to  Captain 
Woodford,  475 ;  to  Lord  Gtmi- 
ville,  477;  to  Mis.  Ciewe,  4£S; 
toRev.  Dr.  Hnsaey,  484;  "  "' 
ward  Malone,  Esq.,  4SU  ; 
Laurence,  491—493,  497—499, 
502-506,  509—511,  519 
Thomas  Keogb,  Esq.,  522 
Lord  Chancellui  Loiighbon 
52G. 

Bnrke,  William,  one  of  the  KJnf  d 
Tanjore's  agents,  viiL  46G. 

Buiar,  inteiYiev  vitk  tlw  mk 


»^^ 
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Oihoaleat.  or  contract,  tH.  Hi  — 
434,  438—441. 

Caiua  VerroB,  character  of,  yii.  237. 

CalcDtta,  fort  taken  at,  1iy  Surajah 
Dowla,  Tii.  59  ;  Its  conquest  b^ 
the  Britiab,  GO;  the  Council  at, 
63;  recret  treaty  conoluded  at, 
76;  oateDBible  Coundirarmed  II, 
164 ;  power  ol  the  Council  at, 
viii.  57  ;  letter  oC  the  Diieclore 
to  the  Council  at,  213 1  letter 
from  the  pieaident  at,  u>  the  select 
"         ■""      if  the  Directors,  "' ' 


B  of  n 


I.  377  J 


Mahomedan  college  founded   i 


tioii,  64 ;  Tisited  in  hia  tent  by 
the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  66  ;  writes 
to  Ur,  Holwell,  67 ;  affixea  his 
'  Beal  to  an  instrument  of  blood 
and  treachery,  US ;  hia  defence, 
70,  71;  hears  uf  the  death  of 
Prince  Meeran,  75. 

Cwnac,  Colonel,  vii.  4U1. 

Oantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan,  a 
GentOD,  trust  committed  lo,  vii. 
46,  13S,  142;  farms  given  to 
him,  139 ;  commanded  by  Mr. 
Hastings  not  to  appear  before  the 
Board,  289  ;  secret  unknown  to, 
419—423. 

Cantoo  Naut,  adoption  of,  vii.  443. 

Capitation-tax,  llis  Hindoos  freed 
from  the,  vii.  51. 

Cariiamplon,  Lord,  appointment  of, 
viii.  518. 

Cam alic,  desolation  of  the,  liii,  4.^2. 

Cartier,  Sir  John,  Goiemor,  orders 
of,  313,  385. 

Castes,  or  orders  among  the  Genloos, 

Catholics,  atheism  among,  vlii.  485  ; 
treatment  of  the,  494 ;  their  griev- 
ances. 499;  onconoeBsionslolhe, 
512;  claims  of  the,  515;  peree- 
cuted,  S25. 

,  Colonel,  letter  to,  Tii. 


Chapman,  Mr., 
viii,  395^09. 

Cbardin's  Travels,  alluded  lo,  viii. 
260. 

Charity,  its  lustre  in  retirement,  vii, 
32U. 

Charier  of  the  Gait  India  Company, 
vii,  42, 

Cheit  Sing,  the  days  of,  viL  49—51 ; 
large  bribe  NoeiTod  from,  413 — 
417,  434;  hia  present  la  Mr. 
Hastings.  435;  case  of,  viii.  9; 
charge  brought  by  Mr,  Hastings 
against,  9,  11;  hts  sovereignty 
in  Benares.  Ill ;  his  supposed  in< 
triguea  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
14 ;  flight  of,  15  ;  fine  imposed 
on,  ib.  ;  rebellion  of,  16,  245  ; 
writes  to  Mr.  Hastings  lo  appease 
llis  wrulh,  20;  arrested,  36;  in- 
sult and  brulalily  lo,  39;  his 
I  and  family,  47;   £       """ 


hU 


,   ,^3[ 


peachment  of,  91 

slandered,  107. 
Chevalier,  Mr,,  declaration  of,  vliL 

327. 
Chitlendnr,Mr.,GvidenDeof,vil292, 
Chowkey,  or  place  of  guard,  vii,  49. 
Chunar,  treaty  of,  yiii.  35,  156, 169, 

169,  221;  Ibe  Nabob  ordered  to, 

158;  the  castle  of,  2U9. 
Clavering,  General,  alluded  to,  viL 

149,154,156;  hia  protest  against 

the  military  brigade,   155;    hia 

death,  163,  18u.  304,  325;  viii. 

115,354;  his  high  character,  vii. 

302;  reply  of,  viii.  406, 
Clive,  Lord,  genius  of,  vii.  60;  his 

return  to  Europe,  61,  90;   pro- 


griev 
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iinlry,  S 


Coja    Petcuse, 


r 
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Cokhcaler  CDnnniUee,  iU  procaed- 

Com,  Governor  of,  pal  10  death,  vii. 
■15. 
ijaerce,  the  riches  of  a  counlr]', 
i.  79. 


Hmiinfs,  r 


■ffiirs  of  India,  12;  defence  of 
WaiTen  Uoslinga  before  the,  13  ; 
iU  EODBideratiOD  and  forhearance, 
14;  inquiriCB  in,  concerning  pe- 
culBliona  in  India,  154;  admoni- 
tion of,  lo  Mr.  Burke,  346  ;  reao- 
lutioD  of,  349  1  iU  Bense  of  Mr. 
Haminp'  criminality,  457 ;  Mr. 
HaBtingB'  accusation  against  the, 
46'i ;  its  duliea,  465 ;  passed  Die 


n  1773,  V 


i.3l7 


defiance  of  the,  4'24. 
(^ngresB,  American,  proceedinga  of 

ConBcience,  testimony  of  a  person  lo 


ContrnctB,  purpose  for  which  they 

ivere  giren,  Tiii.  369. 
Conyers.  Miss.  viii.  462. 


267 ;   hia  letter  to  the  Board  at 

Calcutta,  391 ;  contract  of,  370. 

Coiah  and  Allahabad,  their  transfer, 

viii.  427  ;  value  of,  ib. 

Cork,  eilcacta  of  letters  from,  viti. 

513. 

Comwallis,  Lord,  vii.  344,   393— 

powers  intrusted  to  him,  ib. ;  in- 

quiry inslituled  by,   98 ;    letter 
irom.  298;  inquisllion  of.  411; 

eTideuco  of,  413. 

C^iomnndelj  the  Governors  of,  rii. 

154. 

Ciirtuption,    syBtem    of,    vii.    14t); 

CoHsim  Ally  Cawa.  murders  his  fa- 

ther-in-law, rii.  KJ;  a  hold  and 

designing  man,   74;    reports  re- 

apecling,    75;    treaty  with,    76; 

his  accessioE.  to  Ihe  Ihral*  el 
Beu^al,  77  ;  murders  perpelnled 
by,  ib, ;  hLi  nerariaus  tynitny, 
78  ;  hisslaaghleroftheEnglishu 
Patiia,  Bl ;  war  declared  against, 
ib. ;  defeated  by  the  English,  66; 
allies  to  his  caiiee,  ib. ;  his  ex- 
pulsion from  Bengal,  tiii.  308. 

Councils,  proviucial,  established, 
viiL  374  ;  members  of  ii,  3J5- 

Covenanla,  sent  out  by  Ihe  Bist 
India  Company,  tiL  132. 

Creve,  Mrs.,  letter  of  Mr.  Boite  U, 
viii.  462. 

Crime,  punishment  of,  Tii.  114, 

Crimes,  charged  against  WurN 
Hastings,  vii.  14. 

Crofts,  Mr.,  eub-treasurer,  viL  135, 
155 ;  error  of,  liii.  425. 

Cuninghame,  Mr.,  created  a  peer, 
viii.  494. 

Cullah,  rtiinoua  state  of,  Tiii.  290, 

Dancing  girls  of  India,  viL  365, 318. 
Davy,  Major,  an  orisnlal  scholar, 
ilitary  Penaan  inter- 


prelei 


i.  119.  ■ 


Debi  Sing,  au  agent  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's, vii.  172;  in  possession  o( 
the  Rajah's  sffairs,  173;  the 
committee's  recommendatiim  of, 
174;  some  account  of,  li5;  fait 
exaction  in  Pumea,  176;  pru- 
vinces  intrusted  to  his  charge. 
177, 180 ;  seraglio  ofladiei  fonm'd 
b^.nS;  his  infamous  act*.  179; 
tribute  exacted  by,  181 ;  hia  ty- 
ranny and  oppression,  1S4;  in' 
quiry  into  hia  conduct,  iS.  1  atun- 
moned  to  Calcutta,  195 ;  hil 
detention  there,  21)0;  blse  aem- 
blance  of  a  trial  of,  202  i  opinioi 
of  him,  206 ;  a  monster  of  in- 
iquity, 443, 

Debrctt,  Mr.,  pamphlet  published 
by,  vii.  451 ;    alluded  to  in  ] 
liamEUt,  452. 

Deep-ploughmg,    practice    of,  viiL 


itory  charge  at,  ri 


449. 
Delay, 


Devsynes,  William,  letter  ti 

397,  414. 
DevHD,  oc  Bteward  of  the  co 


I 


Dignity,  ideaa  at,  til.  235, 
Dinagepore,  transactions  at,  vii. 
170,  442;  death  of  the  Bajah  of, 
170 ;  decision  relative  1o  the  suc- 
ceaaiDB.  ii. ;  tribute  exacted  in, 
181;  bribes  received  for,  225, 
32S ;   (he  proTince  of,  415,  416  ; 

Sroceedings   in,  442;    power   of 
Innga  Gavin  Sing  in,  443  ;  tlie 
B^jah  of;  TiiL.  334. 
Donation,  pnblic,  forbidden,  Tii.3G5. 
Dover,  Lord,  vii.  476. 
Dow's  History,  ridiculous  story  in, 

viil  la?. 

D'Oyley,  Sir  John,  Tii.  150;  ap- 
pointment of,  344;  eridence  of, 
I  Tiii.  3J0;  his  account  of  his  pro- 
I  ceedinBs,341,345:  offerto,346i 
I       intervention  of,  351. 

Duncan,  Mr.,  his  estimate  of  the  re- 


Durbedgy  Sing,  thrown  into  priKji, 
riii.  54,  59,  75  ;  boimd  Co  himish 
certmn  Buma,  65;  his  appoiot- 
ment,68;  pays  the  rerenues,  7 1 ; 
complaints  against,  72 ;  charac- 
ter of;  75;  instructions  relative 
to,  78  ;  hardships  and  indignities 
suffered  by,  SO ;  debt  of,  83  ;  his 
death,  84 ;  liis  property  conGs- 
cated,  8a. 

Dastuck,  or  perioit,  vii.  79. 

East  India  Company,  power  of  the. 
vii. 2U;  their cbaitecs,  it.;  origio 
of  the,  22  1  their  high  preroga- 
tives, 22,  79 ;  become  a  great 
empire,  23;  system  of  their  ser- 
vice, 24 ;  their  Rtctories  conali- 
:titeii  into  presidencies,  ib. ;  a  de- 
putation of  indii-iduals,  25  ;   their 
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spirit  of  monopoly,  26  ;  abuses  in 
their  service,  28  ;  rules  and  laws 
laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  their 
servants,  30 ;  undue  influence  of 
Warren  Has  tings  over  their  affairs. 
31 ;  their  mercantile  regulations, 
3S ;  ail  their  transactions  placed 
on  record.  38  ;  nature  of  their 
constitution,  41 ;  their  condition  in 
1773,  t>5;  inquiry  instituted  by, 
69  ;  indignation  of  the  Directors 
of  the,  S2  ;  alarmed  at  the  wan 
in  India,  86;  send  out  Lord  Clive 
to  redress  the  grievances  of  tlie 
country,  87  ;   and  another  com- 

liiank  Mr.  Hastings  for  ius  ser- 
vices, 122, 123;  desiiatch  covenants 
to  their  servonla  in  India,  132  ; 
iiiBtilule  an  inquiry  into  corrup- 
tions, 141 ;  their  authority  op- 
posed by  Mr.Hastings,  142;  bribe- 
ry ruinous  to  their  affairs,  244; 
report  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhSn 
to,  246 ;  forbid  the  taking  of  pre- 
sents, 247  ;  their  directions  as  to 
a  successor  of  Mahomed  Reza 
Khftn,  263  ;  their  general  code  o( 
inatreotions,  274;  proceedings  in 
their  prosecutions,  315  ;  censure 
of  the.  333  ;  three  of  their  bonds 
called  for  by  Mr.  Hastings.  372  ; 
letter  to,  377  ;  demand  from  Mr. 
Hastings  an  explanation,  399 ; 
inistration  of  their  inquiries,  4.3S; 
treaty  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  witli, 
viii.  Ill;  extract  from  their  re- 
cards,  119;  feeling  of  the  Direct- 
ors on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Bris- 
low,  122;  theii  orders  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  211 ;  letter  from,  to  the 
hoard  at  Caletitla,  243;  iheii 
orders  broken,  255;  abuses  ot 
their  government,  358  ;  disorders 
of  their  Bervic«,  362  ;  corruption 
of  their  servants,  373,  397  ;  their 
expenses  for  a  Mahomedatt  col- 
lege, 411. 
East  Indies,  oppiesslona  in  our  pos- 
sessions there,  vii.  3 — 9  ;  disor- 
dersin,12;  Justice  demandedfo  . 
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16 ;  enormous  wealth  brought  into 
this  country  from  the,  17  ;  two 
distinct  people  inhabit  the  coun- 
try, 42 ;  British  acquisitions  in, 
60;  its  condition  in  1765,252; 
complaints  of  growing  evil  in  the, 
342 ;  power  of  the  goYemment 
in  the,  117. 

Education  of  the  world,  viii.  357. 

Edwards,  Captain,  evidence  of,  vili. 
145,  234,  294. 

Elija  Khka,  objects  of,  viii.  289. 

Emoluments,  temptation  of,  vii. 
249. 

England,  the  people  of,  vii.  458. 

English  in  India,  -a  nation  of  place- 
men, yii.  26. 

Enough,  meaning  of  the  word,  viii. 
483. 

Erskine,  Captain,  court-martial  on, 
Tiii.  151. 

Erskine's  pamphlet,  viii.  505. 

Etty,  Mr.,  minister  of  Whitchurch, 
yiiL  526. 

Fairfax,  Major,  an  agent  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  vii.  376^11. 

Farmer,  Major,  vii.  420—423. 

Farmers,  complaints  against,  viii. 
377. 

Fine,  meaning  of  the  word,  viii. 
18. 

Fitzwilliam,  Lord,  moderation  of, 
vii.  6  ;  his  maxims  and  senti- 
ments, viii.  516 ;  policy  of,  521  ; 
his  knowledge  of  Irish  aifairs, 
528. 

Fortunes,  how  acquired  in  India, 
vii.  448. 

Fowke,  Mr.,  his  removal  from  Be- 
nares, viii.  56,  121  ;  reign  of, 
87. 

Fox,  Mr.,  his  speeches,  viii.  506 ; 
opinions  of,  507. 

France,  beauty  of  the  Queen  of,  viii. 
472  ;  the  revolution  in,  478  ;  an 
enemy  to  all  religion,  488. 

Francis,  Mr.,  vii.  149,  154,  156; 
his  retirement  from  office,  180 ; 
interrogated  by  the  Governor- Ge- 
neral, 273;  declaration  of,  277 — 


284 ;  representation  respecting. 
304;  his  honourable  conduct, 
336 ;  his  concession  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 337 ;  his  return  to  Europe, 
369 ;  minute  of,  1 56  ;  motion 
of,  viii.  339;  his  desire  to  obey 
the  Company's  orders,  ib.  342. 

Francis,  Philip,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to.  viii.  470. 

Franklin,  Dr.,  his  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Burke,  viiL  468—470. 

Funeral  festivals  in  India,  vii  217. 

Fyzabad,  treasures  seized  at,  viii. 
184 ;  paper  of  intelligence  from, 
271. 

Fyzoola  Kh&n,  his  letter  to  the  Go- 
venior-General,  viii.  290. 

Ganges,  river,  its  purifying  vraters, 
vii.  388. 

Gentleman,  Prussian,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  452. 

Gentoos,  some  account  of  the,  viL 
44 ;  orders  and  castes  among  the, 
45 ;  their  laws  and  institutions, 
46 ;  the  original  people  of  Hin- 
doostan,  ib, ;  their  religion,  47  ; 
laws  of  tlie,  118,  491  ;  dispersed 
into  tribes,  492. 

Ghengiz  Khin,  the  institutes  of,  vii. 
107 ;  viii.  4 ;  improves  the  laws 
of  his  country,  vii.  495 ;  his  con- 
quests, 496. 

Gilpin,  Major,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  viii.  198 ;  reply  to  it,  199 ; 
letter  of  Mr.  Richard  Johnson  to, 
200 ;  examination  of,  222  ;  his 
evidence,  237  ;  his  letters  to  Mr. 
Bristow,  269. 

Gobind  Ram,  Rajah,  arzees  sent  by, 
to  the  Vizier,  vui.  129,  133;  let- 
ter of  the  Nabob  to,  ib.;  alarm 
of,  144 ;  letter  to,  147. 

Goddard,  General,  viii.  431. 

Goodlad,  Mr.,  his  appointment,  vii. 
172;  representations  of,  192; 
charges  against,  205. 

Goordass,  Rajah,  appointment  of, 
vii.  229 ;  his  good  character.  270, 
289. 

Gordon,  Captain,  ingratitude  of,  viii 


132  {  atatemenl  of  the  Begiim  re 
ipecllnE,  22J;  tils  letter  loJevHi 
and  Behar  AU  Khfln,  225;  hi: 
«ddress  to  the  Begums,  2'26 ;  evi 
denee  of,  227. 
Goring,  Mr.,  tlie  c 
296. 


GaterniDcal,  the  t 
vii.  100. 


priEoner  of  Cheit 
xne  priuciplea  of, 
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Hannay,  Colonel,  viii.  l^S ;  cotn- 
mands  the  troops,  1 39 ;  liis  piii- 
ceedings  aa  farmer-gen eriil,  ib. ; 
arbitrary  condupl  of,  H3;  his 
death,  144  ;  comtnUnicalion  of  tho 
Nabob  relaliro  to,  IIS;  terrible 
elfecU  ofhis  operaliona,  ib, ;  aiate- 
"■""'  respecting,   228;   crueltiu 


366. 


r.  Lord,  riiL  479. 
Grsnville,  Lord,  speech  of,  Tili.  SIS. 
Gralilude,  heroic,  riii.  385. 
Gratlan,  Mr.,  projects  of,  viii.  D21. 
Greatnesa,  na  unslabte  thing,  vii, 

336. 
Grenviile,  Lord,  letter  of  Mr.  Burke 

to,  viii.  477. 
Grey,  Mr.,  fllatement  of,  viii.  8.  9. 
Ouil(,  a  crooked,  intricate  thing,  vii. 

Gunga  Qovin  Sing,  power  of,  vii. 
40  J   the  friend  of  Mr.  HastingB, 
l&l,  210;  aulbority  delegated  to. 
165 ;  viii.  3M,  381 ;  hia  infamoue 
character,  vii.  167  {  effects  of  his 
secret  agency,  172;  vlllanies  of, 
203;  grantfl  of  land  la,  212;  hia 
^-      abuse  of  power,  'iH;  what  were 
^L    bii  aervicea,  214;  hia  unlimited 
^t-  control,  217,  443;  hiagroascrii 
^B    inality,  223;  motioQ  relative 
K  324;  hislineofaction,  366.  427; 
^B  <um  aaid  to  have  been  paid  by.  for 
^B    Ms  preferment,  428  ;  monoyiiihia 
^K     hands.  433 ;  rapacities  of,  viii,  94 ; 
■     H  (creat  villain,  355;   Ibe  bribe- 
I       broker  of  Mr.  Haitiags,  383 ;  re- 
ply of,  3B6. 
Gunges,  establishment  of.  viii.  147. 
Gurrah    Oehmah,    pergiinnah    of. 
*iu.  99. 

Halhed.  Mr.,  his  tranalation  of  the 
Oeutoo  code  of  laws,  vii. 
5U2  ;  evidence  of.  viii.  140. 

Halil«i,  Lord,  pmuong  ranted  by. 


of,  295. 

Hare  and  the  Froga,  fable  of  Che, 
viii.  498. 

Hastings,  Mrs.,  sum  presented  to, 
vii.  439;  viii.  503. 

HiSTiNQB,  WtBBEN,  hti  trial  be- 
fore the  Houae  of  Lorda.  viL  8; 
his  defence  before  (he  Commons, 
13,  29.  50.  297 ;  crimes  charged 
against.  14;  bis  system  of  mis- 
rule, ffi;  his  agents,  36.  135; 
privileges  elalmed  by,  41 ;  state 
of  Indian  affairs  at  the  commeiee- 
ment  of  hia  government,  55 ;  acta 
as  interpreter  in  the  memorable 
storyoftheThree  Seals,  63;  ter- 
rible elTccts  of  his  intrigues,  79; 
charged   with   bribery,    85;    his 


lW,  92 ; 


laarbilrary  p< 
his  maxims  and  principles,  119; 
hia  system  of  peculation  and 
bribery,  126,  358;  conHscates  thi 
landed  properly  in  Bengal,  136; 
viit.  352 ;  acts  in  defiance  of  the 
Company,  vii.  142,  264,  269, 3-25. 
337;  viit  121,  211.  331;  bribes 
received  by.  vii.  144;  breaks  up 
the  Council,  >i. ;  hia  charges 
against  Nundcomnr.  145;  dis- 
places Mahomed  Heza  Khili]  from 
office,  149;  hia aitraordinary pro- 
ceedings, 157;  provincial  Coun- 
cils appomtcd  bv,  163 ;  viii.  374  ; 
receives  ■  bribe  of  i:iO,000,  vii. 
176;  provinces  inlrusled  by.  lo 
Debi  Sing,  180;  his  tyranny  in 
Rungpore,  185;  hia  committee 
of  revenue,  192;  viii.  377;  hia 
friendship  for  Gimga  Covin  Sing, 
lii.  210:  viii.  383;  hia  govern- 
ment a  Bjslem  r^f  oppression  a:id 
ocDery,  vii.  225;  articles  of  hii- 


I 


peachment  aguiut,  231 ;  his  emo- 
luDienC  u  UtiveriKir,  2&0 ;  vUi. 
404 ;  imied  wiili  great  power  to 
cOiTCct  Kbuscs,  tii.  253  j  impri- 
•otia  Mi.  SMubroy.  262 ;  his  ele- 
valiim  of  Muiuiy  Begum,  2G5  ; 
hii  Tklse  pielences  and  tabnca- 
tiaiu,272;  clinrgeorNundcamBi 
igttingl,  2;3— 275 ;  viiL  399 ;  sum 
pBid  him  for  Ihe  njahitup  or 
nanny  Bepim,  Tii.  273 ;  mmute 
DDlfied  by  Mm  in  defence  of  bis 
conduct,  27G ;  imprisoDB  Nund- 
comu,  288 ;  caatly  enlertunmeiil 
siTen  to  Mm,  29J,  31B ;  his  plan 
for  legulating  the  Company's  ser- 
vice, 307;  presuioptire  proofs  of 
hii  guilt,  317—323;  protest  oi; 
324;  censured  by  the  Company, 
333 ;  his  promises,  339  ;  liis  frauds 
and  aitiGces,  3t;2,  435 ;  letter 
from  Colonel  Champion  to.  36[>; 
donation  of  bis  bribes  to  the  trea- 
sury, 367 ;  bil  spprehensions, 
369;  calls  for  the  Company's 
bonds,  372  ;  reeeitea  a  present  of 
£100,000,16.;  hia  system  of  con- 
cealment, 379,  400,  4U7  ;  his  cor- 
i-upt  acts,  380 ;  alarmed  at  the 
parliamentary  inquiry,  3S3 ;  bor- 
rows a  large  sum  &om  Bajah 
Kobkissen,  391 ;  hia  prevaricating 
letters,  397,  414;  his  system  of 
occounta,  426;  receitea  a  vaiu- 
able  present  from  Cheit  Sing,  lA. ; 
his  proceedings  in  Dinagepore, 
442 ;  testimony  of  Badanaut  in 
his  favour,  443,  447;  viii.  387; 
summary  of  charges  against,  vii. 
447;  report  of  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
House  of  Commons  oa  bis  pro- 
ceedings, 452 ;  enormity  of  his 
crimes,  469 ;  complaints  in  his 
petition  to  parlismenl,  480  ;  his 
treatment  of  the  natives  of  India, 
viii.  5 ;  hia  false  syatem  of  de- 
fence, 6 ;  his  charges  against  Cheit 
Sing.  10 ;  his  conduct  towards 
the  Bajah,  12;  rebellion  in  con- 
■le^nence  of  his  eitoitions,  17, 
«.';  letters  of  Oieit  Sing  to,  20; 


receiiea  proposals  for  deUTeriij 
up  the  protince  of  Benares,  2'ii 
accusation  of  N  tmdcomar  agsinet, 
26;  aneats  the  Rajah,  37;  pru- 
climatian  of,  49  ;  tui  clandestine 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Mark- 
ham,  56,  72 ;  declaruB  his  author- 
ity absolute,  57  ;  augments  tns 
tribute,  62  ;  his  letter  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Calcutta,  73 ;  imprisons 
Decbedgy  Sing,  75 ;  Ma  riut  la 
Benares,  87  ;  his  tyiniuiy  in  thai 
province,  96 ;  gteall-r  feand  in 
India,  106 ;  his  conduct  to  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  113;  obtains  it* 
entire  government,  117, 132;  ad- 
dress of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  tOi 
145;  his  character  of  British  of- 
ficers, ISO;  confiscates  the  jig- 
hires,  164  ;  letters  of  Mr.  Hid- 
dlelon  lo,  169—17]  ;  seizes  tls 
treasures  of  the  Begums,  IS), 
184;  letter  of  the  Vizier's  mother 
lo,  223;  ordered  to  restore  thu 
Begums,  346 ;  inlenupls  Mr. 
Burke,  251 ;  letter  of  Ihe  ViilM 
lo,  255;  his  treatment  of  Uie 
>vomcn  and  children  of  Siyaliul 
Dowlah,  259;  consequence)  d 
his  Ipanny,  276;  his  exlnmr- 
diaary  letters  to   the  Directois. 
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hia  character,  302,  304;  his  op- 
presaioDB  in  Bengal,  308 ;  impn- 
6ona  Mahomed  Rexa  Kban.  311; 
letter  of  the  Court  of  Directors  lo, 
ib,  ;  hia  correspondence  with 
Sudder-ul-Hoe  KhAn,  334;  fa- 
vours Munny  Begum,  347— S-W, 
352—354;  commission  appointed 
by,  354;  his  proceedings  on  the 
Coromandel  coast,  359 ;  a  bul- 
lock-contractor, 361 ;  his  pedi- 
gree, ib. ;  his  uneiampled  atroci- 
ties, 3S4;  his  accusation  against 
Mr.  Middlelon,  390:  founds  a 
Mah 


itihea  his  acts,  408;  lesttmi 
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Crfiih  ana  Allababid  to  the  Vi- 
licr,  427;  makes  peace  villi  tbe 
Mahratlas.  429 ;  breaks  the  treat 
of  Pomnda,  43-1 ;  secret  motive 
or  his  actions,  ii. 

Hecuba,  queen  of  Tioy,  viiL  473. 

Hedaia,  its  publication,  vii.  497, 
viii.  12;  quoted,  ISl— ISl,  2&.I. 

Hilbborougli,  Earl  of,  letters  of  M  r. 
Burke  to,  tu>.  46S ;  particulars 
rEspectiiis,  £6. 

Hindoos,  manners  and  custonia  nt 
the,  Tii.  43  ;  polity  of  lie,  49. 

HindooBtHD,  the  original  inhnbitanls 
of,  Tii.  43. 

Hircarraha,  or  persona  la  colled  po- 
litical intelligence,  viii.  21. 

Holl,  Mr.,  evidence  oli  viii.  H5, 
201,  270,  276. 

Hotvrell,  Mr.,  his  votk  on  BentE^, 
vli.48;  extracts  from  it,51— 53; 
ambition  of,  63;  plot  formed  by, 
61;  designs  imputed  to,  71;  plan 
nrged  on  by,  74 ;  pious  predicliun 
of,  78;   dreadful  effect  of  his  in- 

Honour,  principles  of.  vii.  41S; 
among  conspirators,  419. 

Books,  Roi,  insiructions  to,  TiiL 
24U ;  confidentially  employed  by 
Mr.  Middlettn,  ii. ;  examined 
before  Sir  ElijTIi  Impey,  241. 

HosbmimdAli  KhAn,  reprimanded, 
viii.  2Ti. 

Hospitality  at  MoorsUcdabad,  vii. 


147. 


236;  bis  letter  lo  'he  au»cnioi 
atid  council,  3IJ1. 
Hyder  Naig,  LoslilitieE  aeaitist,  viiL 
431. 

Irnhm,  qualities  requiaite   in  oae, 

vii.  499. 
Impey.  Sir  Elijah,  a  legislator  for 

India,  vii.  28 ;  inquiry  of,   147, 

349  j    eomplitint    against,    354 ; 

opinion  of,  446  ;  suit  before,  viii. 

51 ;  ordera  from,  179 ;  not  fit  to 
opinion  on  MaliomedaD 


law,  I) 


1,193; 


I    of   Comi 


5m  Corn- 


letter  ol  Mr.  MiddleloQ 
conduct  of.  214)  his  secret  in- 
siructions, 21b;  amdaviu  of,  215 
—219;  violates  the  law  of  hospi- 
tality, 220  ;  declaration  of,  232  ; 
deposition  of  Hoolaa  Roi  before, 
241 ;  inatrumentaiity  of,  257. 

Imposts,  laid  upon  the  people,  vii. 
116. 

Inchiquin,  Lady,  viiL  491. 

India,  abuses  in,  vii.  479  ;  laws  and 
rights  of  the  people  in,  491 ;  three 
kinds  of  people  in,  ii. ;  Tartarian 


in,  97. 

Ireland,  must  be  protaeted,viiL  487, 
state  ofoffaira  in,  517;  distracted 
Slate  of,  523 ;  faction  in,  524 ; 
cause  of  her  evils,  525. 

Irish,  their  privileges,  viii.  4S6. 

Ishmael  Beg,  negotiation  with,  vitL 
148 ;  depredatioua  in  his  juris- 
diction, 149. 


Budsou,  Mr.,  inquiries  mads  of,  vii. 
■177. 

Husaey,  the  Rev,  Dr.,  letter  of  Mi 
Burke  to,  viii.  434. 

Hussey'B  pastoral  letter,  viii.  517. 

Hyder  Ally,  desolates  the  Camatic, 
viii.  432. 

Hyder  Beg  Khftn,  eitraot  of  a  let- 
ter from,  viii.  134, 192;  siatemenl 
respecting,   203;    testimony    of. 


r  Ally  ILb&a,  death  of,  vii.  254. 

JaKgerdoD  Sinn,  hie  appoinlmenl  u 

naib,  viii.  55,  85,  91 ;  displaced 

from  office,  94. 

Jaghlrcs,  nature  of,  explained,  nil. 

162;   confiscated  by  Mr.  Hast- 

ingij,  164  ;  on  the  resumptini  o^ 

169. 

I  Jaques,  Caplm  leonard,  hi*  cot* 
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lespondence  with  Mr.  Middleton, 
▼iii.  197,  198 ;  his  Utters  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  268. 

Jeeps,  or  obligations,  vii.  78. 

Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Kh&n,  eu- 
nuchs, arrested,  viii.  191,  192; 
five  their  bonds  for  £600,000, 
194;  thrown  into  prison,  197, 198; 
confined  for  a  year,  203 ;  released, 
204 ;  letter  of  Captain  Gordon  to, 
2*25. 

ichnsoB,  Mr.,  viiL  121 — 129 ;  his 
letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  200 ;  his 
letters  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  guard,  201  ;  outrages 
if,  202 ;  his  wicked  conduct,  214 ; 
letters  of  Captain  Leonard  Jaques 
to,  268;  charges  against,  391. 

Jnggut  Seit,  principal  persons  of  his 
house  murdered,  vii.  78 ;  testi- 
mony of,  246 ;  his  declaration,  316. 

Junius,  author  of,  viii.  451. 

Justice,  the  attribute  of,  vii.  232; 
strange  idea  of,  390;  considera- 
tions of^  viii.  234. 

Kanon,  a  part  of  the  Mahomedan 

law,  vii.  117. 
Kelleram  and  Cullian  Sing,  Rajahs, 

appointment  of,  vii.  226. 
Keogh,  Thomas,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 

Burke  to,  viii.  522. 
Kh^  Jeh^  Kh&n,  sale  of  an  office 

to,  vii.  151. 
Khereed,  pergunnah  of,  viii.  99. 
Khourd  Mhal,  or  lesser  palace,  viii. 

261;    ladies  m  the,  263—268; 

their  treatment,  272—276. 
King,  not  accountable  in  this  coun- 
try for  his  actions,  vii.  102. 
Kissenagore,  road  to,  vii.  321. 
Knox,  Captain,  evidence  of,  vii.  70 

—72. 
Koran,  precepts  of  the,  vii.  105. 

La  Fayette,  conduct  of,  viii.  502. 
Lands,  false  estimate  of  their  value, 

vii.  220—222. 
Lapwing,  her  arrival  in  India,  vii. 

245. 
irfu-kins,  Mr..  Accoimlant-General, 


vii.  135-— 155 ;  the  -white  eonfi* 
dant  of  Mr.  Hasting,  168;  hi4 
account  of  bribes,  169 ;  secret  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Hasting8,380; 
falsifies  the  Company's  accounts, 
382—387,  400—408,  413 ;  object 
of  his  letter,  432  ;  his  explana- 
tions, 437;  examii  ed  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  475. 

Lataffit  Ali  Khdn,  in  charge  of  the 
Nabob's  ladies,  viii.  268,  269 ;  en- 
deavours to  appease  their  cla- 
mours, 272. 

Laurence,  Dr.,  letters  of  Mr.  Burke 
to,  viu.  491—493,  497—499,  502 
—506,  509—511,  519. 

Law,  benefits  of  the,  vii.  104. 

Laws  of  England,  for  the  poor  ag 
well  as  for  the  rich,  vii.  18. 

Lawyers,  glcny  of  the  great  ones  in 
this  country,  vii.  309  ;  do  nut  ad- 
vise a  prosecution,  .313. 

Lemaistre,  Mr.,  viii.  323. 

Leycester,  Mr.,  remonstrance  of,  viL 
246;  viii.  315. 

Life,  performance  of  the  duties  of^ 
vii.  348. 

London,  on  reviving  its  importance, 
viii.  462. 

Lords,  House  of,  trial  of  Warren 
Hastings  in  the.  vii.  8 ;  power  of 
the,  16  ;  appeal  of  Mr.  Burke  to, 
455. 

Loughborough,  Lord,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  526. 

Lovat,  Lord,  trial  of,  viii.  233. 

Lucknaut  Nundy,  son  of  Cantoo 
Baboo,  vii.  219. 

Lucknow,  on  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Bristow  at,  viii.  130;  tiibu- 
nal  at,  185. 

Lumsden,  Mr.,  viii.  139. 

Lushington,  Mr.,  implication  of,  vii, 
69;  affidavit  made  by,  70;  de- 
position of,  72. 

Luttreil,  General,  viii.  501 . 

Macclesfield,  Lord,  impeachment 
of,  in  1725,  vii.  11 ;  his  Complaint 
of  the  Commons,  466 ;  sentencf 
passed  upon,  viii.  438. 


Macp-ire,  Peter,  lii.  6(1 ;  pvea  up 
Kamarain,  who  is  iiiurdered,  79. 

llBcpbersoD,  Mr.,  a,  friend  at  Mr. 
Haalings,  tLu.  129;  letter  o[ 
HyderBegKhaa  lo,  13i;  lalter 
from  the  Vizier  lo,  15ti;  Ilia  opin- 
ion leepecting  ihe  Begums,  246. 

Hshdajee  Scindia,  panegyric  ol,  lii. 
124. 

Uohomed  the  prophet,  followora  of, 
•   49. 

Uahomed  Reza  KhSn.  a,  man  m 
high  authority,  vii.  83.  175;  TJii. 
3li9  i  flcltnow] edged  deputy-na- 
'4;  madedepmy-Bteward 
■    "    "  C,  90; 

xe-appoinlDient,  149,  324, '  335 
—337  ;  yiii.  340,  341 ;  displaced 
by  Mr.  Haatiiigs,  TU.  150,  262. 
323 ;  great  Bums  of  money  lent 
' ""  ;  the  judge  of  Debi  Sing, 


202; 


I 


246;  charEGS  agamat,  255;  riii. 
311 :  imptisonad,  yii.  258  i  viii. 
31i  ;  hvi  inBuence,  Tii.  259 ;  act! 
of  violence  ag^dnat,  270 ;  lua  ac. 
quitlal,323;  viii..^l9;  aeeomiti 
demanded  of  him,  vii.  333  ;  he  ii 
again  deposed,  337  ;  a  more  cy- 
pher, viii.  34J ;  evidence  of,  400  . 
his  teatimany  reapecting  the  Ma 
homedan  colicge,  411. 

Hahomedan  college,  founded  a 
CaJculla,  »iii.  394.  41t}. 

Mahumedon    pir 


1.357. 


0.307. 


Miiliome 
498; 


Mabralios,  cruellv  of  the.  vil.  54 
peace  made  nitli  ihe,  viii.  429. 

Malmesbury.  Lord,  his  missiou  Ii 
the  king  of  Prussia,  viii.  420. 

"  '  Edward,    '  -■         ■"    "- 


Burke  U 


L490. 


;  aulborily 
gtvcn  to,  54,  120;  clendeatine 
omeapoodence  with,  X,  73  i  so- 


a.  »1 

minated  to  the  residency  »t  B«- 
narea,  5S  ;  placed  over  Ihe  yinne 
Bajah,  62—117;  paper  pTfsrnled 
bv.  64  ;  compliiint  Bgainsl,  81 ; 
letter  of  Mi.  Ilastinga  to,  83; 
Hucceeded  by  Mr.  Benn,  S4 ; 
power  of,  86  ;  lomes  to  Europe, 
8?. 

Marlborough,  Duke  of,  viii.  503. 

Maury,  Abb^,hia  speeches,  viii.  475. 

Meeran,  eon  of  the  Nabob  uf  Ben- 
gal, vii.  65 — 67  ;  said  to  have 
been  killed  by  a  flaah  of  lightning, 
75. 

Meer  Jnffler,  n^oliations  with,  Tii. 
tiO ;  muidered,  Si;  demise  of, 
245;  viii,  314;  deputation  an~ 
pointed  lo  ra'  ' ' 
Bubahdan'v,  vii.  i4j. 

Mehip  NeiHiii,  Uaiah,  appoii 
the  government  of  Benari 


by  294,  322  ;  apjimtiled  rcBidetil 
at  Oude,  viii,  122  ;  dispiared 
trom   ofRce.    127;    manages    the 


promptituda 
or-Gnneral.  1 


usurps  the  Na- 
000  s  governuieni,  168  ;  letters  oC, 
169—171,195;  cDnBscatioM  or. 
deredby,174;  orderBofMr.Hast- 
ingalo,175;  Ma  acta  of  violence, 
189  ;  statement  of.  191,  192  ;  his 
leller  lo  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  ii.; 
eeverttiaa  of,  196;  his  letter  lo 
Leonard   Jaqucs,    197 ; 


reply  tt 
Gilpin  lo.  11 


of  Hajc 


his 


.<'t,2l' 


reply,  199; 


Hootaa  Roi,  240  ; 
agreement  made  by,  265;  boun- 
tiful present  offered  to,  3t>9;  ac- 
cusation against,  SOU;  found 
guilty,  393. 
Miller,  James,  agent  of  Mi.  tlast- 


mga, 


i.  436. 


MllUia,  Lord  Viscooi.t,  letter  nl 


nfMl^^^J 


r 

^r     Hinulen  u 


and  Qtboba,  ule  cf  theii 


.   255  ;  hii 


Ue.  Tiii.  IW. 

U  obatick-ul-DovU, 

impiopcr  requisition,  AM :  muaey 
ient  Id,  Hi;  succeeds  Muiimul 
DowUlu  Tiii.  313;  letters  of  Mr. 
Huiincn  to.  340— a44. 

Mogul  Empire,  gteal  chvUr  &om 


■il; 


a  the. 


53 ;  Institutes  ofits  foundet,  lue  ; 
Wfe  of  tbe,  «>6. 
Hohao  Pen>ud.  huifted,  rii  8 
b«us  witness  agunst  Konduom. 


lisfkctioi! 


of.   t 


t 


isikction  caused  by  il,  ib. 

Nonaon,    Colonel,  xii.    U9 

lli8de.lli.  113.180,303, 3i 

in. 

Monlesiiuieu.   BUpposi'ic 
361. 

Hoontiedibad,  the  British  Hm; 
before,  vii.  64 ;  the  seat  of  tbe 
naliTc  govenuDent,  91 ;  Couadl 
of.  revenue  at.  ib. ;  council  of, 
broken  up  by  Mr.  Ha^tinga,  179  ; 
expensive  enlerlainment  giTen  to 
Mr.  Hastings  at,  294—318. 

Moralitv,  geographical,  plan  of,  rii. 
94.  lU;  false,  viiL  355. 

Motfan,  Culoael,  letlsr 
■H6. 


4t!l. 
Uunny  Begum,  her  sons  n< 
Id  the  throne  or  Ben|»l.  tu.  H3  ; 
appuitilment  given  to.  143;  bribes 
fruin.  1 17  ;  ntised  la  the  musnud, 
a.U ;  her  elevation,  265,  366,  3-^6  ; 
tier  history,  3tj£;  viii.  318  ;  snia 
iwd  fur  her  appointment  to  the 
nythtbip,  TU.    313  J    leUn  o(. 


287  ;  anFu-ei  of,  291 ;  her  svt- 
dence.  292  ;  her  guaiduDstiip  ot 
the  Nabob,  323;  viii.  313;  end 
put  to  her  gaTBmDicuI,  vii.  324 ; 
allowance  made  to.  325  ;  forgery 
of  a  letter  from,  356;  patliculBrs 
respecting,  Tiii.  189;  her  ooonei- 
iona,  190.  3)8;  Bdminislialiaii 
of.  338,343,  347;  bar  character, 
347;  a  sentimental  lady,  349;  a 
dealer  in  spirits,  ib. 

Munro,  Sir  Hector,  viii.  400. 

Murteia  Khftn,  elevaiioa  of,  nk 
2S8. 

MustapbiL  Khan,  imprisonment  of 
Tiii.  N2. 

Hyraa  Hyder  Ally,  distress  of,  tuL 


278. 

Nabob  of  Bengal,  Tisits  the  British 
commander-in-chief,  TiL  16;  ea- 
Uaordinary  propoEition  ot^  *&. ; 
compelled  to  abdicate  bis  gOTem> 
meni,  77  ;  restored  to  it,  82, 

Naib,  the  office  of,  viii.  37. 

Nations,  one  law  of.  vii.  121. 

Niiamnl,  signification  of  the  word, 
Tiii.  331. 

Nobkissen,  Rajah,  bribe  &oni,  tii. 
235;  sum  disbuiaed  by.  391, 393; 
intrusted  with  the  management  irf 

ployed  in  founding  a  Mahomedan 
college,  Tiii.  294. 

Nuddea,  pruvinee  of,  vii.  41G,  431. 
436. 

NndjeeTe,  or  armed  soldier,  viii. 
229. 

Nui^eiTe  Khftn.  stoppage  of  his 
*  n,  viii.  428. 

Mundcomar,  Rajnh,  his  high  rank, 
rii.  S3;  his  disappointed  hopes, 
64;  taken  prisoner  to  Calcnlin. 
65;  charges  Mr.  Hastings  with 
bribery,  ii. ;  his  great  author- 
ity, 142;  chaincter  of.  143;  hie 
disclosures  of  peculation,  144; 
charged  with  conspiracy,  145 ; 
hanged  for  forgery,  146,  151 ; 
viii.  355 ;  trust  conferred  gn,  fit 
361 ;  his  chaige  against  H^"    ' 


t      „..„     „ 

~! 

hgB,2?3i  Tui.  26.399i  lett«ror, 

Bengal.   193.   inquires   into  tha 

*ii.  275;   oHdence  of.   ii. ;   re- 

conduct of  Debi  Sing,  194;  hia 

fusal  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  con&ont 

reports  thereon.  195;  acciisationa 

H       Mm,  279;   praQDunced  to  be  a 

against.  19J  ;  his  efforts  rendered 

L     wrelch,  280;   objections   to  his 

abortive,  201 ;   his  pathetic  Me- 

W    pnlilioal  chttraoler,  283;  letter  gf 
B      Miinnj  Begum  in  support  of  hia 

morials,  ao2. 

Patience,  a  great  virtue  in  a  go- 

vernor, viii.  I&7. 

order  of  Mr.  Hastings,  288. 

Patna,  massacre  al,  vii.  81 ;  letlet 

Nimduloll,  character  of,  tu.  431. 

from,  37li. 

Nnzier,  or  tribulo  oE  acknowledg- 

Palronnge. on  the  influence  of,  viiL 

ment,  vii.  348, 

Peculation,  vii.    128,    140;   duM^lo- 

Officers,  British,  character  given  of, 

sures  of,  144 ;  nut  a  uiilitarv  vice, 

by  Mr.  Hastinga,  viii.  1»J. 

viii.i5i. 

Offices,  ifholesBle  sale  of,  tIL  140. 

Persia,  the  nursery  of  the  Uahome- 

dan  nobility,  viii.  108. 

_        464."         ' 

Peaciiah,  or  fine,  vii.  170,172,248. 

t  Oossaiin  Sing,  declared  naib,  viii. 

Pigot,  Lord,  governor  of  Madras, 

■     33;  accusations  of.  6S. 

vii.  60. 

BjO)iiDion,  empiro  and  law  of,  Tii.  44. 

Pitt,  Mr.,  policy  of.  viii.  493. 

^■'Oiienla!  metaphor,  beauties  of.  vii. 

Plaasey.  battle  of,  vii.  tiO, 

■^  238. 

■     10.  liiL    U6;    depredations   of. 

reform,  520. 

■  .    149. 

Popham,    Colouel,  viii.  36  ;    sUle- 

W~  OndB,priiice=aeaof,orudl)'impriBon- 

ment  of,  229. 

ed,  vii.  123 ;  money  taken  from  tlie 

Portland,  Duke  of,  vii.  511,  516. 

Nabob  of.  396.  413;  bribe  from, 

Poiunda,  treaty  of,  viii.  430,  433. 

422 ;  (apposed  intrigues  wiUi  him. 

Power,  on  the  abuse  of.  vii.  11,  19, 

viii.  14;  province  ot  104;   some 

253;  of  the  Bast  India  Company, 

account  of,  106;  condition  of  its 

20;    arbitrary    eierciae    of,    96. 

inhabilanta,  107  ;  flouriibing  state 

485  ;  viii.  8.  69,  364  ;  its  defini- 

of, 11)9;  ascendency  of  Mr.  Hust- 

tion by  Mr.  Burke,  99. 

ings  in,  118;    revenue  of,   138; 

Presents,  punishment  for  takiUR,  vii. 

105  ;  three  kinds  of,  in  tku  East, 

in,  142 ;  canses  that  led  to  it,  0: ; 

248. 

ruination  of  the  kingdom  of.  157; 

naurpaaons  in.  i78--287;  disor- 

ders and  confusion  in,  291. 

233. 
Provincial    Councils,    appointment 

Palmer,  Major,  viii.  134;  enormona 

of,  in  India,  vii.  163,  2t)3,  'i07. 
Prudence,  the  first  of  SI  virtues,  vii. 

salary  given  to,  157. 

Parems,  their  love  of  their  children. 

161. 

viii.  141. 

Prussia,  king  of.  his  military   «r- 

rangemeuta,  viii.  453. 

Parliament,  on  the  powers  of,  vii 

229 ;  evasion  of  an  act  of,  30-1. 

Purling,  Mr.,  sn  asaetlion  of,   viii. 

Palerson,   Mr.,  his  report  on  llie 

167;  evidence  of,  241. 

state  of  Hungpora,  vii.  18Q ;   his 

Pumea,  an  exteiiaiva  province,  vii. 

tppoinlment  as  Eiromisaioner  iu 

176;  ri|ourB.iid-««:tioBaia,ifc 

1 

I 

I 


Higoiuul   Row,  hu  eflsbluhmeni, 

viiL  43.1. 
Bi^«lii,  or  prtncn  of  Hindooslui, 

lubmit  lu    TsiDvtl<iiie.  *[i.   M ; 

their  Blipnliilions,  ib. ;  their  influ- 

ealM  posiUon,  b'i  ;  a»erU  their 

rishu,  &3. 
tUhlgh,  Sir  WiJler.  vii.  468. 
Htmtniiii.  murdered  byCasxini  AUy 

Becorda,  public,  (heir  great  taluc, 
T-i.  37-10. 

Religion,  the  bigfaat  act  of.  vii.  231. 

ReMenda,  Tillsf^  of,  viii.  lUO. 

Heimge,  deSnilioo  of,  vii.  471. 

Reienue,  calleclion  of,  in  Bengal, 
Tli.  2-26,  227  ;  mode  of  obuining, 
■363 :  eammittee  of,  at  Calcutta, 

ii.  377,  r' 


Ricubad  Cbowdry,  vii.  219. 
Robbery,  caller]  a  Gne,  vii.  S2. 
UockingUnin,  Lady,  charily  of,  viii. 

4«4. 
Eockinptham,  Harqiiis  of,  his  friend- 
_  Hilip  fur  Mr,  Burke,   vii.    1—4; 

■  lellerBorMr.  Burke  la,  Tiii.4ir— 

I     - 

I  L' 

■  Ro 

H         Ro 

m      itii 

L 


la  nation,  aold  to  the  Virier, 

.  428    ^^W 

Lii  Ciilli^llcj,  righia  of  [he,  viL 

JU,tiEaieofthe,  vii.  461. 
,  war  of  the,  111.  53. 
Roy  Rndachum,  appnintment    cf, 

viU.  32U.  . 
Boiannammli,  or  le.iimoniea,  vii. 

446;  viii.  .386— 416. 
Ituntrpore,  cruelly  and 


166. 
SaJset,  island  of,  viii.  433. 
Sayer,  Mr.,  hia  opinii: 

Mr.  Hastings'  conduct,  vil  mi 
Seolt,  Major,  paper  delivered  by, 

iavot;r  of  Mr.  Hastings,  viL  'iS 

an  agent  of  Mr.  Haatings's,  37G; 

inlerrogalioii    of,    412 ;     reeorA 

kept  in  hii  trunk,  viii.  119 — 137, 

131—135,  226—241. 
Seala,  the  Ibree,  story  of  the,  viL  65, 

442—479. 
Sckunderpoat,  pergunnah   i>f,   viiL 

Seraglio,  formed  by  Debi  Sinir,  * 

178. 
Shah  Caianim,  sister  to  the  Nabob 

Mahub  ul  Jong,  viii.  Zlti. 
Share,  Bthiaiim,  the  chief  ofa  liibft 

Shn« 


L  16. 


,  anecdote   related  hj, 
eOTEe,  viii.  469. 


of  tha, 

Shitabroy,  Mr.,  imprisoned,  viL  26S 

—293. 
.Shore,  Sir  John,  acting  preudeal  at 

the  commilii         '"    """ 

ment  of,  209 

376.  395. 


Smith,  Mr.,  a  solicitor  to  the  Eaat 
India  Company,  vii.  310. 

Soil,  propertiBS  in,  viii.  450. 

Son,  a  elave  to  his  father,  vii.  216. 

Soubahs,  oi  viceroys  of  Bengal,  vii. 
54. 

Spies  and  under-agents,  employed  hi 


India, 


i.40! 


ii.  2. 


,  M  r.,  minute  entered  by,  Tii 
■i-iv;  his  account  i(  Benares, 
viii.  87;  the  friend  and  colleagno 
of  Mr.  HastingH,  '■"■  "■■ 
evidence  of,  252;  oi 
oftheBegaina,253;  examiuoliofl 


Euddor  nl  Hon  K.h&n,  administra-  | 
Cion  of,  vii.  331 ;  o&ce  and  salary 
of,  Tiii.  331 1  supported  by  the 
Goremoi.  336;  letter  of,  336; 
authority  pven  lo,  337 ;  treat- 
ment of,  349. 

Buflblk,  Lord,  high  character  of,  Tii. 
476. 

Kigali  Dowlali,  Vliier,  prize'inoney 
pmpoEedto  be  given  by.  Til.  363; 
powera  of,  liii.  S  ;  bis  elevation, 
18;  tyranny  of, '29;  waivith,46; 
restored  to  Ms  dominions,  S8 ; 
charactBi  of,  106 ;  hia  immenae 
revenue,  1U9;  his  death,  110, 
29b  ;  his  large  famQy,  ib, ;  treat- 
ment of  hia  women  and  children, 
259. 

Sumner,  Mr.,  nieniber  of  the  Coun- 
cil, vii.  250 ;  opinion  of,  viii.  365. 

Snrajah  v  Dowlah,  fall  of,  vii.  54  ; 
policy  of,  59  ;  attacks  and  lakes 
the  British  fort  at  Calcutta,  ii. 

Buflknesser,  pergunnah  of,  viii.  100. 

Bwift,  Dr.,  a  rough  aaliriat.  viii.  350. 

Tamerlane,  hia  invasion  of  Hindoos- 
tan,  vii.  SO;  submiasion  of  the 
rajaha  or  princes  lo,  51 ;  freea 
the  Hindoos  iiom  the  capitaliwi- 
lai,  i*. ;  no  barbarian,  S2  ;  poiioy 
pursued  daring  his  dynasty,  63; 
the  Institutes  of,  108. 

Tanjore,  revenuea  of  the  king  of, 


TanlaluB,  entertainment  of,  vii.  320. 

Tavemiec,  the  traveller,  vii.  114: 
baiharoua  act  related  by,  115. 

Temple,  Lord,  viii.  448. 

Thamas  Kouli  Khfin,  atrocities  per- 
petrated by,  vii.  54. 

Tlmour  the  Tartar,  Institutes 
vii.  497. 

Toleration,   Act  of,  viii.  455  ;  ideas 
o^  456. 

Townshend,  Charles,  Esq.,  letter  of 
Mr.  Burke  to,  Tiii.  451. 

Trade,  its  ruinous  effects  in  Bengal, 


I  Tribute,  augmentation  ot,  viiL  &3. 
'  Turkey,  Ironlier  provincM  of,  vii. 
454. 
Turks,  Emperor  of  the,  vii,  lOln 

Ms  powers  as  a  sovereign,  106. 
Tyranny  in  Rungpore,  vii.  IBS  ;  ths 
-^ure  of,  186. 


Vackiela,  agents  or  altomeys,   vii, 

140. 
Vanaittarf,  Mr.,  vii.  62,  63,  74,  75  ; 

President  of  Bengal,  80. 
Vatlel,  on  the  breach  of  agreemenU, 

viii.  10. 
Verelst,  Governor,  integrity  of,  vii. 


Verrine  Oraliona,  ii 

from  the,  viii.  407. 
Venilam,  Lord,  vii.  467. 
Virgins,  violation  of,  vii.  189. 

Wallar  Jau,  Nabob,  usurpation  of 

liifl  rights,  viii.  113. 
War,  calamities  of,  viii.  468. 
Watia,  Hugh,  vii.  69. 
Wealth,  enormous,   brought    from 

Weatminater  School,  a  noble  semi- 

naiy,  vii.  120, 121. 
Wheler,  Hr.,  his  death,  vii.  163^ 

authority  of,  viii.  32;  his  le'l- 

on  the  conduct  of  the  Begums.  253. 
Whigs,  the  old  and  the  new,  vii.  5. 
Widow,  her  inheritance  eeiied,  vii 

■221. 
WilkEB,  Mr.,  promise  of,  viii.  463. 
Wiilinma.  Captain,  orders  Mnstapba 

KMn  to  be  beheaded,  viii  143  ; 
It  of,  231  i  charges  against. 


Windham,  Mr.,  eluquent  speech  of, 

viii.  508. 
Wisdom,  always  practical,  vii.  1. 
Wives,  number  of,  in  the  Eael,  viii. 

110. 
Wombwell,  Mr.,  evidence  of,  rtli. 
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INDEX. 


Women,  rnhnman  cruelties  towards, 

YiL190. 
Woodford,  Captain,  letter  of  Mr. 

Burke  to,  Tiii.  475. 
World,  its  enlightened  state,  through 

the  Christian  religion,  yiL  58. 

Tatihar-Ali-Khftn,  minister  of  Mun- 
ny  Begum,  TiL  332 ;  proceedings 
o^  viii.  336. 

Toupg^  Arthur,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  yiii.  4^. 


Zemindars,  thrown  into  prison  by 
Debi  Sing,  vii.  181 ;  mostly  wo 
men  in  that  country,  182 ;  flight 
of  the,   183 ;    their  extent  and 
power  in  India,  219. 

Zenana,  or  apartment  for  wives,  vp. 
440. 

Zeteram  O'  Dowla,  the  Nabob's  un- 
cle, Tii.  267 ;  alleged  forgery  of  a 
letter  from,  357,  353. 
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